FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S DESK….
Happy New Year to all of you and wishing you a successful 2016!
We are going to try something new this year and that is an electronic newsletter to all of the
municipalities in the County.
This is the first of six newsletters we expect to issue in the coming year. We will highlight information
and stories from across county departments that will, hopefully, be of help and interest to your boards
and councils.
I am looking forward to hearing from you about this newsletter and our goal of improving
communication with our partners.
Sincerely,

Joseph Hauryski
Chairman
Steuben County Legislature
2015 Accomplishments
The year 2015 was a busy and productive one in Steuben County, with County Legislators and civic
officials working together to promote the local economy, protect and serve Steuben residents, and build
toward the future.
Notable achievements this year include:
· Adoption of the 2015-2025 Agriculture & Farmland Protection Plan, which provides an aggressive
and wide-ranging look at the county’s agricultural resources.
· A successful emergency drill staged by the county Public Health Department at Corning-Painted
Post High School.
· Payment of the remaining $11 million debt on the 105-bed former County Health Care Facility
saved county taxpayers roughly $2.4 million in interest payments. The 20-year bond was due in
2025.
· Most recently, the County Legislature approved an expansion plan to relieve crowded conditions
at the Steuben County Office Building and provide adequate space for records storage.
Board of Elections Update
The Steuben County Board of Elections is available to meet municipal leaders and/or attend
board/council meetings to discuss chargebacks, poll site use, and vacancy notification requirements.
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The Board of Elections also reminds municipalities that there are four elections in 2016.
· Presidential Primary - Tuesday, April 19th
· Federal Primary - Tuesday, June 28th (if applicable)
· State and Local Primary - Tuesday, September 13th (if applicable)
· General Election - Tuesday, November 8th

Emergency Management Office – Hazard Mitigation Plan Update
Over the past several months Steuben County, in conjunction with our contractor Barton and Loguidice,
has begun the process to update the Steuben County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan. The
original Hazard Mitigation Plan was adopted by FEMA on March 23, 2010. FEMA requires that this plan
is reviewed every five years, and as a result, the County will be scheduling a series of planning meetings
to allow municipalities to provide input into the completed plan.
In order for us to work with the appropriate members of your community, we would like you to take a
few minutes to let us know whom within your jurisdiction will be participating in these planning
meetings. The individual identified should be the person that will be your overall “Point of Contact” to
address questions and concerns over your municipalities’ mitigation goals and objectives. Please provide
the Office of Emergency Services or our Planning Department with the contact person’s name, address,
phone and email address. Send the information via phone at 607-664-2910, or email
tim@co.steuben.ny.us. A separate notification regarding this matter has been sent to your municipality.
If you have questions please feel free to contact our Office of Emergency Services or Planning Office. It is
the County’s intention to complete this plan by the fall of 2016 and submit the finished document to
FEMA before the end of the calendar year.
Purchasing – Stock Catalogue & Piggyback Bids
The Steuben County Purchasing Department continues to maintain a stock catalogue and storeroom that
is available for municipalities. Your jurisdiction will soon receive a letter from Purchasing regarding
these offerings. A stock list of items is also available on the county’s website – steubencony.org and
under the Purchasing Department. Password: purchasing
In addition, the Purchasing Department maintains a number of Public Works bids that can be used by
municipalities, from Heavy Duty Trucks, to aggregates, cutting edges, and steel.
Please feel free to take advantage of these potential savings. If you have any questions, contact the
Purchasing Department at 607-664-2484 or email andrewm@co.steuben.ny.us.
Office for the Aging – Full Circle America
The Steuben Senior Services Fund, in collaboration with the Steuben County Office for the Aging, is ready
to launch a cutting-edge project to allow older persons to “age in place” through the use of technology,
community volunteers and a change in attitude about quality of life. Full Circle America, founded by Dr.
Allen Teel out of the state of Maine, is a model of care that is cost-effective and answers many of the
needs that often lead people to leave their homes for supportive services. For more information about
this innovative program, contact the Office for the Aging at 607-664-2298 or log onto You Tube and
search Full Circle America. Aging just got a lot more fun.
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Landfill Fee Increases
Steuben County landfill fees will increase in January, after County Legislators approved the increases
designed to offset rising operational costs and a sharp decrease in revenues in recent years. The change
represents the first tipping fee increase since 2012.
·
·
·
·
·
·

Landfill tipping fees: Increase from $42 per ton to $44 per ton.
Transfer stations tipping fees: Up from $56 per ton to $59 per ton
Minimum fee for all weighed loads: Increase $10 to $15
Sludge: Increase from $30 per ton to $32 per ton.
Bags: Increase from $2.50 per bag to $3 per bag
Appliances that require Freon © removal: Up from $10 to $12

Department of Social Services – Protection of Homeless During Winter
Governor Andrew Cuomo issued Executive Order#151 effective January 6, 2016. This order is intended
to protect homeless individuals during inclement winter weather. The Steuben County Department of
Social Services has systems in place to identify and assist the homeless population. The Department will
continue to partner and collaborate with all Law Enforcement, Mental Health Providers, Community
Organizations and individuals to assist individuals requiring services and to further ensure compliance
with the Executive Order.
For individuals seeking assistance during regular business hours (Monday-Friday; 8:30-5:00) contact can
be made in person or by phone with the Department of Social Services at 607-664-2000. Additionally,
services can be accessed in-person at Catholic Charities/Turning Point located at 23 Liberty Street, Bath;
39 W. William Street, Corning; 20 Elm Street, Hornell.
Outside of regular business hours, services can be accessed through HELPLINE by dialing 2-1-1 or 1-800346-2211. The caller will be directed to the appropriate service provider.
The County is anticipating additional information from the NYS Office of Temporary and Disability
Assistance. It is recommended that providers catalog and itemize additional costs incurred as a result of
this order as there may be funds available to support these expenses.
Please contact Kathryn A. Muller, Commissioner of Social Services with any questions.
County Clerk – Passports & Pistol Permits
The County Clerk’s Office is an acceptance agent for passports. The required photos are available in the
office as well as the applications. If the passport application is accepted at the County Clerk’s Office, the
$25 execution fee remains in the County as revenue, rather than being submitted to the federal agency.
The County Clerk’s Office is open for business Monday through Friday between 8:30 AM – 5:00 PM. We
ask that you arrive by 4:30 PM to allow time for processing the application.
In addition, a staff member of the County Clerk’s Office will be present to answer pistol permit questions
at the Pistol Permit Safety Course being offered by the Sheriff on February 20, 2016 from 10:00 AM – 3
PM at the Steuben County Public Safety Building.
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FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S DESK….
Thanks to Steuben County’s partnership with the Southern Tier Network (STN), high speed fiber and
internet will be coming to our county facilities in 2016. This has been a primary goal of mine in recent
years, and we will continue our efforts in the coming year. This fiber will connect our main Office
Building with our facilities in Corning and Hornell, and will save the county significant funds in internet
and phone costs, while also improving the sharing of information across departments.
I would encourage everyone to look at the benefits of going with fiber. The STN fiber backbone may run
in close proximity to your facilities, and connection to the network provides not only the benefit of
potential cost savings, but also lays the groundwork for future shared services in information technology.
If we are to attract businesses to our county, we must lead the charge in getting on board with high speed
internet. For more information, please visit www.southerntiernetwork.org.
Sincerely,

Joseph Hauryski
Chairman
Steuben County Legislature
Emergency Management Office – Radio System Upgrades
Steuben County recently received a New York State Office of Interoperability Emergency
Communications (NYSOIEC), State Interoperability Communications Grant in the amount of $2,946,865
to continue upgrade to the county’s radio communications system.
In the next few months, we will be moving forward on this vital buildout of the fire communications
system. If everything develops as expected, the system will be operational within the next two years.
This means that at project completion, Steuben County will be able to begin dispatching fire units on a
new VHF frequency band. With these changes, Low Band radios that are currently used will have to be
replaced with new VHF radios. It is our recommendation that local fire departments and their political
subdivisions begin to budget and plan for the transition of the County VHF radio system. Our
recommendation would be to transition fire pagers first, followed by mobiles and portables. Radio
equipment is available through state bid and it is also our plan to provide departments with optional
pricing based upon our local bids.
The County is still in the preliminary stages of this project and we have a couple of years until we get to
final completion, yet we wanted to inform everyone of where we were in this process and help you begin
planning for future development. If anyone has questions about the information provided, please contact
the Office of Emergency Services via phone at 607-664-2910, or email tim@co.steuben.ny.us.
Sheriff’s Department
Animal Cruelty
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The Steuben County Sheriff’s Department has assumed responsibility for investigating and responding to
reports of animal cruelty. Deputy Todd Terwilliger will become the lead officer for these investigations,
and training is currently being scheduled for other Road Patrol officers so they can assist in these efforts
as needed. If there are suspected cases of animal cruelty, the public should contact 9-1-1, who will then
forward the complaints to law enforcement.
The department also is providing the following Presentations/Trainings:




Saturday March 19th and Saturday April 16th Steuben County Sheriff’s Office Pistol Permit Safety
Course 10 a.m. – 3 p.m., reservations required
Wednesday March 30th Student Day - Criminal Activity, Drugs & Alcohol Seminar at PSB
Monday March 28th Noon – 2 p.m. Civilian Reaction to Mass Shooting Event training at Campbell –
Savona High School

Board of Elections Update
The Presidential Primary for NYS will be held on April 19th, from noon until 9 p.m. for all registered
Democratic and Republican voters. March 25th is the last day to register to vote for this primary if an
individual is not already registered.
If voters have moved, they need to complete a new voter registration form and submit it to the Board of
Elections. Anyone that is going to be out of the county on April 19th, is permanently disabled, or is a
caregiver of someone who is permanently disabled, they can apply for an absentee ballot. Information
and forms are available on our website www.steubencony.org/boe or they can call our office 607-6642260. Like us on Facebook at Steuben County NY Board of Elections for up to date information.
Office for the Aging - NYCONNECTS
In these days of information overload, one of the greatest challenges facing the older population is finding
reliable answers to questions about a wide variety of services. You can ask a neighbor, but their
experience may not relate exactly to your needs. Clearly, even professionals in the industry sometimes
struggle to find answers. Consumers can rest easy knowing that there is safe place to get information, a
place where no one is trying to sell you something. NYCONNECTS is a program within the Steuben County
Office for the Aging, created in 2007, to make access to aging services easier.
There’s more good news: NYCONNECTS is undergoing an expansion in 2016 that fine tunes this great
service, making it more comprehensive and more accessible. You don’t need to know all the answers.
You just need to know where to ask. We serve people of all ages in need of ongoing services. Call us at
1-866-221-7324. We give good information so you can make good choices.
Public Works – Roadside Cleanup
The Steuben County Legislature has approved Roadside Cleanup Weeks for all towns. There will be no
charge at the Bath Landfill for up to 20 tons of garbage and 10 tons of tires.
This is for roadside cleanup, not house-to-house pick up.
Choose any two weeks during the year. Please notify John Emo at our Bath Landfill, 346-5176, with your
scheduled weeks.
Deliver the garbage and tires in town trucks and weigh in at the Bath landfill entrance:
 Separate tires, appliances and scrap metal.
 Remove tire rims.
 Cut the ends off and crush containers greater than 2 ½ gallons.
 Liquid wastes and hazardous wastes will not be accepted.
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Conflict Defender
The Steuben County Legislature, by Adoption of Local Law Number Six (6) dated October 26, 2015
established the “Steuben County Conflict Defender’s Office”.
This Office was staffed in February, 2016 and is responsible for representing those Defendants that have
been “conflicted” from representation by the Public Defender’s Office. Initially, representation will be
limited to Felony Conflicts. It is anticipated that these two (2) Part Time positions – the Conflict Defender
and the Assistant Conflict Defender – will represent approximately 80% of the estimated 180 Felony
Conflict cases annually. It is expected that this Office will provide more efficient and cost effective
representation and will result in a net savings to the county.
Public Health – Zika Virus
Steuben County Public Health, along with all other local health departments, has been given the task to
approve Zika virus testing of county residents through the state lab for the following individuals:




Pregnant women who traveled to an area with active Zika virus transmission during pregnancy
Men or non-pregnant women who develop(ed) symptoms consistent with Zika virus during or within
4 weeks of travel to an area with active Zika virus transmissions
Anyone who traveled to an area with active Zika virus transmission and who presents with GuillainBarré syndrome (GBS)
o GBS is an uncommon illness of the nervous system in which a person’s own immune system
damages the nerve cells, which causes muscle weakness and sometimes paralysis.
o In Brazil, reports have increased of people who have been infected with Zika virus who also
have GBS, but it is not yet known if there is a connection between GBS and Zika virus infection
or if Zika may cause GBS.

The best way to protect yourself against Zika virus infection is to limit unnecessary travel to areas with
active Zika virus transmission. Pregnant women, especially, should not travel to areas with Zika. If you
must travel, protect yourself by wearing long sleeves and pants and using an EPA-registered insect
repellent. Stay in places with air conditioning or screens on windows and doors to keep mosquitos out.
Veterans’ Service Agency
The Steuben County Veterans’ Agency has launched an effort to recognize all local veterans who served
during the Vietnam War.
The initiative is part of the “United States of America Vietnam War Commemoration” which extends
through Veterans Day, Nov. 11, 2025.
The 50th anniversary program also includes enlisting Commemorative Partners to commit to conducting
two events each year for a three-year period. Events and activities should be dignified, memorable
occasions that show a sensitivity and appreciation for the solemnity of war and the losses suffered by
many.
For more information, contact the county Veterans’ Services Agency at (607) 664-2528.
Public Information
The Steuben County Facebook page is a good way to keep up with current news from the county
Legislature, its standing and special committees and departmental news. If your municipality has a
Facebook page, please look for https://www.facebook.com/Steuben-County-NY-589037974528585/,
“like” and “follow” for information as it is posted. This is the official county Facebook page, identified as
“Government Organization” and by the small county office building profile pic to the left on the banner.
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FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S DESK….
As budget season approaches, one question constantly being asked by the public is whether the county
will stay under the tax cap for 2017. At the present time, it appears that we will be able to; however, that
can change in a minute. It largely depends on what the state legislature and the governor do in regards to
funding the indigent legal defense changes. The state has recently released new standards for indigent
defense, such as increasing the income eligibility threshold for public defense, requiring immediate
counsel at every arraignment, and caseload standards for attorneys. To fully implement these changes,
Steuben would need to spend an additional $500,000. We are unsure at this time whether these are
recommendations or requirements, and if they end up being another set of state mandates, then we will
have to exceed the tax cap. Stay tuned, and we will keep you posted.
Sincerely,

Joseph Hauryski
Chairman
Steuben County Legislature
District Attorney
Response to Opioid Epidemic
The Steuben County District Attorney’s Office, in conjunction with the New York State Police, the Steuben
County Sherriff’s Office, the Corning and Hornell City Police Departments, and the Bath, Addison,
Canisteo, Cohocton and Wayland Village Police Departments announced a new initiative in response to a
recent rash of drug overdose related deaths in Steuben County. At a meeting held at the Steuben County
Public Safety Building, the Steuben County law enforcement community adopted a new plan to deal with
these situations. According to Steuben County District Attorney Brooks Baker, Steuben County law
enforcement will no longer address these situations as unattended deaths, but will treat these events as
potential crimes – investigating to determine, if possible, the source of the illegal drugs and to pursue,
where appropriate, charges at whatever level the evidence will support. This investigative plan directs
the first on scene officers to identify the situation as an overdose, then to notify a supervisor who will call
in the appropriate investigative resources, and the District Attorney’s Office to deal with the situation.
Using the District Attorney’s Drug Initiative as a model, the agencies involved agreed that a cooperative
approach to these investigations is a must.
Once an investigation is initiated, a cooperative approach will be used – involving not only traditional
criminal investigators and forensics, but also linking those investigators to members of the Drug
Initiative to help identify known drugs, trends, and suspects from the information available. Though
communities across New York State have been ravaged by drug overdose issues over the past year, this
response by Steuben County Law Enforcement is the first of its kind. The goal is to find those
responsible for bringing deadly drugs into our communities, and, where possible, to hold them criminally
responsible for their actions. As always, community support and assistance is both welcome and
requested. Should anyone have information they should be encouraged to contact the Sheriff’s Tip Line
at 1-844-378-4847 or to call the District Attorney’s Office directly.
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Office Updates
In other news, the District Attorney’s Office welcomed two new part-time assistant district attorneys.
ADA Patrick McAllister joined the office as Welfare and Crimes Against Revenue Prosecutor. He will work
closely with DA’s Office Investigators, members of the Sheriff’s Office and the Department of Social
Services to enhance our response to Welfare Fraud and other revenue based crimes. Shawn Sauro joined
the office as a part-time prosecutor – he will be handling the Corning City and town courts, as well as the
Town of Campbell courts. Shawn will also carry a felony caseload. Both ADA’s have private law practices
as well. They can be reached at the District Attorney’s Office.
Sheriff’s Office
National Police Week
In honor of National Police Week, the Sheriff’s Office is hosting its 2nd Annual Law Enforcement
Memorial Service on May 21 at 11:00am at the Public Safety Building. Our Honor Guard will present the
colors; the names of all fallen officers will be read; honored guests will speak and bagpipes will play
Amazing Grace. We encourage all to attend that are able. It’s a privilege to honor those who have given
the ultimate sacrifice here in Steuben County and our surrounding counties.
Training
The Sheriff’s Office will be holding its first Pistol Proficiency Course in May. This 12 hour course will
provide the registered participants with instruction of safe pistol handling, safe pistol storage, safe pistol
carry and safe pistol use. It will give instruction in shooting fundamentals, shooting positions, threat
assessment, handgun skill building through repetition and live fire courses. Due to the high interest in
this course, pre-registration is required and can be made by calling (607) 664-3930.
The Sheriff’s Office is also gearing up for the 2016 boating season. Currently the Navigation Division is
comprised of six part-time Deputy Sheriffs who operate both patrol vessels and personal watercraft.
They regularly provide marine patrol and service to Keuka Lake, one of the Finger Lakes, as well as
Waneta Lake, Loon Lake, the Canisteo River, Chemung River and Cohocton River. Our Marine Division
also provides safe water education to the Boy Scouts of America, Keuka Yacht Club and several area
school districts. We also provide monthly safe boater classes to the public.
Operational Updates
On March 24, and March 31, 2016, SCSO trained all Road Patrol Deputy Sheriff’s and Criminal
Investigators in animal cruelty investigations. The Sheriff’s Office has established a close connection
with the Finger Lakes SPCA and has a full-time Deputy Sheriff assigned to animal cruelty investigation.
The goal is to have this Deputy Sheriff working animal cruelty complaints 40 hours a week by September
of 2016.
In February 2016, the Sheriff Office trained all uniform Deputy Sheriff’s and NCOs is the use and storage
of body worn camera data. All uniform members of the Sheriff’s Office are now equipped with body
worn cameras with GPS to utilize during all interactions with the public. To date, hundreds of hours of
videos of Deputy Sheriff’s interactions with the public have been secured to assist in pending criminal
investigations and any potential personnel complaints that may arise.
Finally, Jail Administration is taking applications for Community Service crews this summer.
Emergency Management – Hazard Mitigation Plan Update
Steuben County is currently working with Barton & Loguidice, a consulting firm from the Syracuse area,
to update the County’s Hazard Mitigation plan. The overall mission of the Hazard Mitigation Plan is to
reduce the risk to the community from natural or manmade hazards and ultimately better protect life and
property. Steuben County and its jurisdictions are eligible to receive grant funding for mitigation
programs through the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). To remain eligible, FEMA
requires that an approved Hazard Mitigation Plan be maintained and updated every five years.
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The update process kicked off just a few months ago. Input from each of the local municipalities is vital to
this update and we encourage you to send a representative to be involved in this process. One of the key
components to the update process is gathering information from the citizens of Steuben County. Steuben
County needs the knowledge of its local citizens to help identify and plan for the preparation of disasters.
The information provided by citizens will assist the hazard mitigation steering committee in creating
action plans to reduce the risk of injury and property damage in the future. We are asking you to post
conspicuously the following link on your municipality web page as well as your social media sites to help
us gather this information. https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HMPCitizenSurvey
If your municipality is not yet involved we encourage you to contact the Office of Emergency Services at
607-664-2910 for more information.
Planning Department Updates
NYS Property Maintenance Code – New Regulations for Motor Vehicles
New York State has added the following language to the New York State Property Maintenance Code:
302.8 Motor Vehicles.
Except as provided for in other regulations, no inoperative or unlicensed motor vehicle shall be parked, kept
or stored on any premises, and no vehicle shall at anytime be in a state of major disassembly, disrepair, or in
the process of being striped or dismantled. Painting of vehicles is prohibited unless conducted in an approved
spray booth.
Exception: A vehicle of any type is permitted to undergo major overhaul, including body work, provided that
such work is preformed inside a structure or similarly enclosed area designed and approved for such
purposes.
The new regulation goes into effect October 3, 2016 and may be enforced after that date. Citizens are
encouraged to store inoperative or unlicensed motor vehicles within a structure prior to October 3, 2016.
New York State Department of State is in the process of printing new code books that will include
definitions of terms used in the regulations.
19NYCRR Part 1203 establishes minimum standards for administration and enforcement of the Uniform
Code. All towns, villages, counties, or state agencies that are responsible for the administration and
enforcement of the Uniform Code must comply with Part 1203, including a new section, 1203.5, adopted
on January 12, 2015.
Section 1203.5 requires that an Order to Remedy a condition in violation of the Uniform Code must state
that full compliance with the Order is required within 30 days after the date of the Order. Section 1203.5
specifies a statement that must be included in each Order to Remedy. All Orders to Remedy must be
served personally or by certified mail. Section 1203.5 also specifies that a person or entity not
complying with an Order to Remedy may be subject to a fine of not more than $1,000 per day of violation,
or imprisonment not exceeding one year, or both.
Governments enforcing the Uniform Code should consult New York State Department of State’s Technical
Bulletin that addresses 19 NYCRR 1203.5 for further information:
http://www.dos.ny.gov/DCEA/pdf/TB_OrderRemedy_01122015.pdf
New Staff Additions
The Steuben County Planning Department has two new staff members available to assist local
governments and agencies.
Dan Kahabka is the County’s new Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Coordinator. Dan has been a
GIS Technician for the County for 13 years, serving first in the 9-1-1 Department and then the
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Department of Public Works. Dan replaces Tom Sears who retired after 32 years of service.
Congratulations, Tom!
Contact Dan for assistance with maps and other geographic analysis:
Dan Kahabka
dkahabka@co.steuben.ny.us
607-664-2469
Matt Sousa is the new Senior Planner in the Department. Originally from the Albany area, Matt most
recently worked for a private firm in New Jersey helping local governments with various planning and
land use projects. Matt also has experience with solar energy development having worked for the New
York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) and Sustainable CUNY (City
University of New York). Matt even spent a semester studying renewable energy in Zanzibar, Tanzania.
Matt is very excited to be living in the Finger Lakes!
Contact Matt for assistance with any local planning issues, including comprehensive plans, land use
regulations, environmental reviews, procedural questions, etc.
Matt Sousa
matts@co.steuben.ny.us
607-664-2268
Office for the Aging – RSVP Update
Research tells us that those who stay active and have purpose in life age much better than those who are
sedentary without meaningful activities. If you are looking to improve your quality of life and combat
depression and loneliness, join us on an 8 week journey and learn the ancient art of Tai Chi and Qigong.
You don’t have to know how to pronounce it to benefit from these slow, deliberate movements done with
mindfulness and proper breathing. The exertion level is similar to walking, but can be modified to fit
your individual needs. This is intended for older adults (50+, but open to all adults).
The class series runs from May 23- July 13, 2016 from 10:30- 11:30 am, Mondays and Wednesdays in the
Empire Room at the Dormann Library in Bath. For more information on how to register for this
opportunity, call 607-664-2298. This program is presented by RSVP of the Steuben County Office for the
Aging with the talented instructor, Joshua Goldman.
Steuben County Public Health - County Health Rankings & Roadmaps
The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation recently released the 2016 County Health Rankings. These
rankings are an annual compilation of data for every county in New York State. Categories ranked are:
length of life, quality of life, health factors, clinical care, social & economic factors, and physical
environment. This year, Steuben County moved up three spaces in the overall ranking from the previous
year to number 31, out of 62, for health outcomes across the state. Areas of strength identified for the
county are the low percentage of uninsured individuals (11%), the high rate of mammography screening
(67%), a substantial high school graduation rate (84%), and a high percentage of residents who have
completed some college (61%). The suggested areas of exploration for improvement are the high rate of
adults who smoke, the high rate of adult obesity, and the low rate of access to exercise opportunities. The
areas of exploration fall in line with the health priority issues identified in Public Health’s current
Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP). Goals of the CHIP are to reduce obesity in children and
adults, as warranted by the high rate of obesity and the limited access to exercise opportunities, and to
reduce high blood pressure and heart disease, which are directly linked with the high rate of smoking in
our county. For more information on the County Health Rankings specific to Steuben County, visit
http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/app/newyork/2016/rankings/steuben/county/outcomes/overall/snapshot.
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FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S DESK….
As summer approaches, Steuben County remains very busy. We are pleased at the leadership
demonstrated by the New York State Senate and Assembly in passing legislation that provides
meaningful fiscal and operational relief in indigent defense functions. We now need the Governor to sign
these bills into law, and will be advocating for him to do so.
This edition of our newsletter provides timely updates from Public Health on bat safety tips, information
on an external survey of municipal code enforcement practices, Public Works construction and funding,
Office for the Aging events, and Sheriff Office trainings.
I hope you all have a safe and enjoyable summer.
Sincerely,

Joseph Hauryski
Chairman
Steuben County Legislature
Public Defender
State Legislation Update
Two Bills that will impact the Steuben County Indigent Defense System have passed both the State
Assembly and Senate. These Bills will become Laws only if approved by the Governor.
State Takeover of all Indigent Defense Spending (A10706 and S8114)
This Bill will require the State to pay 25% of Indigent Defense costs for all Counties beginning in 2017-18
gradually increasing to 100% in 2023. The Bill also requires Counties to implement Counsel At First
Appearance (CAFA) and statewide maximum Caseload Limits for Public Defender’s. This would be
significant relief for County taxpayers and we are strongly advocating that the Governor sign this into
law.
Off-Hours Arraignments (A10360 and S07209)
Defendants are now arraigned in the City, Town, or Village where the crime occurred. This system
requires all of the 49 City, Town, or Village Court Judges to be “on call 24/7” and makes it extremely
difficult for counsel to be present at all arraignments.
This Bill would permit Steuben County to coordinate with our Local Court Judges to establish one or
more centralized Arraignment Courts. Such Courts would be staffed by Local Court Judges on a rotating
basis. It is hoped that such an arrangement will be beneficial for the County, municipalities, and Local
Court Judges.
Planning Department
Southern Tier Central Code Enforcement Survey
The Southern Tier Central Regional Planning & Development Board is conducting a survey focused on
gathering information to help municipalities improve code enforcement. Stephanie Yezzi, an
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Administrative Intern, has sent surveys to municipalities, and we are encouraging participation in this
outreach effort.
It is important to note that neither Steuben County nor Southern Tier Central is looking to promote or
establish county-wide code enforcement. Rather, this survey is meant to give all municipalities data that
could identify strengths of services and/or areas for improvement.
If any municipality has a question regarding this survey, please contact Chelsea Robertson, Senior
Planner or Stephanie Yezzi, Administrative Intern at 607-962-5092.
Department of Public Works
Pave NY Funding
The “Pave NY” funds recently announced by state officials will allow the Steuben County Public Works
Department to add as many as two more road projects to its summer’s work schedule.
The “Pave NY” funds are in addition to the state’s Consolidated Highway Improvement Program (CHIP),
and total slightly more than $1 million for Steuben County.
The additional funds will be used to pave 8.65 miles of County Road 113 in the towns of Bath and Urbana,
with any remaining funds used for work on County Road 93 in the Town of Wayland. These are roads
that have been slated for improvement in the coming years, and the new funding stream allows them to
be completed sooner.
Public Health
Safety Tips for Contact with Bats
As warm weather approaches, the Steuben County Public Health Department urges residents to follow
state Department of Health guidelines in the event they or their pets come into possible contact with a
bat in an enclosed area.
Bats can carry rabies, a fatal disease for both humans and animals. The guidelines on how to capture a bat
are in place to determine whether the bat is rabid, and whether medical treatment for the individual or
pet is required.
Possible contact includes a bite, scratch, saliva entering the eyes, nose, mouth or open cuts on people or
pets. The guidelines also apply if a bat is found in a room with a pet, an unattended child, sleeping person,
or a person with sensory or mental impairment.
To Capture a Bat:
1. Close all windows and doors of the room the bat is in and turn on the lights if the room is dark.
2. Wait for the bat to land on a surface.
3. Wearing thick, preferably leather, gloves, cover the bat with a coffee can or similar container that
has a lid.
4. Slide a piece of cardboard under the overturned can, trapping the bat in the can.
5. With one hand firmly holding the cardboard in place against the opening of the can, turn the can
right side up with the bat inside.
6. Replace the cardboard with the lid. If no lid is present, tape the cardboard tightly to the can.
7. Immediately contact Steuben Public Health at (607) 664-2438 during business hours or (800) 8364444 after hours to determine the next steps.
If there is no possibility of human or animal contact with the bat, the bat does not need to be captured,
according to public health officials.
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To allow a bat to leave an enclosed area, close the room and closet doors, open the windows, turn on a
light, and watch the bat until it leaves. Do not attempt to chase the bat out of the area. Be sure to close the
windows after the bat has left.
While rabies is a rare disease, its impact on humans and animals can be devastating. For more
information on rabies, go to http://www.cdc.gov/rabies/.
Office for the Aging
SAVE THE DATE!
The Steuben County Office for the Aging is required by New York State to provide an opportunity for
public comment on our annual plan for services for the upcoming year. Our tradition is to hold a public
hearing every September to listen to concerns from the community and to educate about our services and
challenges. It is a fun day that includes interesting topics in breakout sessions, lunch, and entertainment.
We always have a big turn out and the discussion is lively! This year, we are adding additional
opportunities in Corning and Hornell for those residents who may not be able to travel to Bath to have
input, as well. Details of these events will be forthcoming.
So, mark your calendars for Thursday, September 22, 2016 at the First Presbyterian Church in Bath from
9 am until 1 pm. Reservations are required so watch for media releases and our Second Season
newsletter for a full listing of this year’s workshop topics, or contact the office at 607-664-2298.
Sheriff’s Office
Law Enforcement Memorial Park
The Sheriff’s Office is in the beginning stages of constructing a Law Enforcement Memorial Park at the
Public Safety Building. The purpose is to honor all those fallen police and peace officers who have made
the ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty. The goal is to have a life size bronze police officer standing guard
over park area for eternity. The statue will be placed in the center of a concrete raised pedestal formed in
the shape of Steuben County and all (6) adjoining counties. Behind the statue will be a “thin blue line”
waterfall monument that will be lit at night, casting a shadow of the statue. The sidewalk area will be
made up of pavers that donors can purchase and have engraved. Donations and/or purchase of pavers
can be made by calling (607) 622-3930.
Training Opportunities
The Sheriff’s Office held its first Pistol Proficiency Course in May. This 12 hour course provided the
registered participants with instruction of safe pistol handling, safe pistol storage, safe pistol carry and
safe pistol use. It gives instruction in shooting fundamentals, shooting positions, threat assessment,
handgun skill building through repetition and live fire courses. There are two more scheduled in July and
September. Due to the high interest in this course, pre-registration is required.
The Sheriff’s Office continues to hold the Pistol Permit Safety Courses every month. This course is a
prerequisite for applying for a Pistol Permit. The response has been overwhelming, and the classes are
full. If you wish to get on the waiting list, please call (607) 622-3930 to do so.
The Sheriff’s Office Navigation Team has completed Boater Safety Classes, with a few more in the works
for the summer. Please call the Sheriff’s Office at (607) 622-3911 for sign-ups.
Sheriff Cole also holds a free self-defense class at the Public Safety Building on Wednesday’s from 4:155:15. Call (607) 622-3930 for information.
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FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S DESK….
While summer is a time of relaxation for many, Steuben County has continued working on a number of
important initiatives. This edition of the newsletter contains updates on many of these activities.
The one area I would like to highlight is the section that immediately follows - the county’s efforts to
enhance our support of economic development. For 2016, my number one goal for the Legislature and
our departments has been to explore new methods to assist our economic development agencies in
recruiting new businesses and retaining and strengthening our existing companies.
To help us in this review, we engaged an economic development consultant who has provided a number
of great recommendations, as you will read below.
With these goals in mind, I would encourage your municipality to reach out to Steuben County if we can
assist you in your local efforts. We will continue to work closely with our economic developers and your
jurisdictions to spur development in this county.
Sincerely,

Joseph Hauryski
Chairman
Steuben County Legislature
Economic Development
Steuben County expects to take an even more active role partnering with local economic development
agencies, businesses, communities and schools to help strengthen the economy.
“Steuben County has historically been a strong supporter of economic development activities,” said
legislative Chairman Joe Hauryski. “But we can enhance this support and help advance a businessfriendly environment in Steuben.”
A recent six-month study by economic development consultant Susan Payne including input from
related agencies and noted local economic growth will rely on:





The I-86 Innovation Corridor, now a strong destination business development location, with a
concentration of multi‐national anchor companies, advanced infrastructure to support innovation and
technology, rich educational and research resources, specialized and skilled workforce and vibrant
communities.
Expanded use of the Southern Tier Network’s high-speed dark fiber, upgrades and maintenance of
roads and an increase in “shovel-ready” business opportunities.
County support and tax-incentives through close coordination with the Steuben County Industrial
Development Agency, Hornell Industrial Development Agency and other county sources for advanced
manufacturing. Key industries include transportation equipment and related supply chains,
agriculture and tourism, and spin-off opportunities for entrepreneurs.
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Providing an educated, trained workforce for anticipated job opportunities in manufacturing, food
processing, transportation and materials handling, health care, education and construction.
Continued effort by Steuben with schools and other service organizations to address wrap-around
services deficits such as child care and substance abuse issues.
Continued work by county staff and technical resources in support of Steuben’s economic
development activities.
Outreach to communities in Steuben to assist them with economic development.

Office for the Aging Updates
NEW DATA COLLECTION PROCEDURES
The Steuben County OFA is adopting new procedures for data collection in accordance with federal,
state and Older Americans Act guidelines for security of protected personal information. We now are
required to seek consent before we enter any personal information into our database. Additionally, we
will obtain consent to share information or to refer a person to another agency.
Although these procedures take a little longer, the purpose is to protect information and to make sure
our clients understand who will have access to their information. We will continue to give the same level
of personal service that the public has come to expect from OFA. Consent is optional and can be revoked
or limited at any time. We appreciate your patience with these new protocols.
If you have questions about these new procedures, feel free to contact Patty Baroody, Director of
Steuben County OFA at (607) 664-2298.
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND FORUM
The Steuben County Office for the Aging will host a series of three free public hearings in
September to allow members of our community to offer comment on our 2017 annual plan:




Monday, Sept. 19 at 2 p.m., at the Corning Senior Center,1 Park Lane, Corning
Tuesday, Sept. 20 at 11:15 a.m. at the Hornell Senior Center, 20 Broadway Mall, Hornell
Thursday, Sept. 22 at 9 a.m. at the First Presbyterian Church, 6 Pulteney Square, Bath

Accommodations for hearing or visual impairments are available with advance notice. Interpreter
services can be arranged on request. A ll three sites are handicapped accessible.
Reservations are required for this event by calling (607)664-2298.
Office of Emergency Services
The OES is sponsoring an online 15-minute survey a part of the county Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard
Mitigation Plan, required every five years by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).
Updated plans are required for municipalities to be eligible for future FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation
Grant Program project funds, Marshall said.
The survey is located at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HMPCitizenSurvey
For more information, call (607) 664-2190.
Real Property Tax – Shared Services Information Session
For a number of years, Steuben County and its municipal partners have been evaluating opportunities
for shared services, particularly in the area of real property tax and assessing functions.
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To this end, our Ad-Hoc Municipal Coordination Committee and Real Property Tax Department will be
hosting informational sessions to present opportunities for increased collaboration for assessment
operations; specifically, the ways in which the County may be able to assist in data collection.
To encourage attendance, we will be holding two sessions, and we strongly encourage you to attend
one of them. The session dates/times are as follows, with both being held at the Steuben County Civil
Defense Building located at 7220 State Route 54, Bath, NY:
Wednesday, Sept 21 from 5-6:30 p.m. OR Wednesday Sept. 28, 2016 from 6:30-8 p.m.
These should be informative sessions that may provide some future opportunities for your
municipality. If you would like to attend, please RSVP to Doug Rumsey by email at
dougr@co.steuben.ny.us or by calling (607) 664-2373. We hope to see you there.

Public Health Updates
Saturday, September 17 marks the 6th annual Steuben County Strong Kids Safe Kids event. Steuben
County Public Health will be at the event alongside the Steuben County Sheriff’s Office to fit and
distribute bike helmets for free to children. A properly fitted helmet can prevent injuries to the head and
brain. The event will take place at the Haverling High School gymnasium in Bath from 1:00 – 4:00 pm.
All activities are free and result in a fun day for families. For more information on Strong Kids Safe Kids
visit http://steubencony.org/pages.asp?PID=648.
Steuben County Public Health along with area partners hosted a World Breastfeeding Week
celebration at the Dormann Library in Bath on Friday, August 5. The celebration commemorated the
Bath Baby Café being open for one year and also recognized breastfeeding-friendly businesses in Steuben
County. A dozen area organizations were on site to share resources with the community. The Bath Baby
Café takes place every Friday from 11:00 am – 1:00 pm at the Dormann Library and is a free drop in
support program for parents and children, especially for new moms who are looking for extra support or
information on breastfeeding. The Baby Café is staffed by Certified Lactation Counselors (CLCs) from
Public Health, Healthy Families, WIC, the S2AY Rural Health Network, and others. All activities are free.
For more information visit http://steubencony.org/pages.asp?PID=722.

911 Update – ESInet
Steuben County is among a coalition of neighboring counties recently selected as a New York State
pilot program for emergency response and preparedness, using the Southern Tier Network’s high-speed
dark fiber instead of the internet.
The group was selected to demonstrate the functionality of Emergency Services Internet Protocol
Network (ESInet), due to its immediate readiness to leverage multiple forms of technology for emergency
communications, including fiber, microwave and/or leased lines from a service provider (Verizon,
Frontier, Time-Warner).
The program will connect in Rochester to the state network, including the command center in Albany,
and Pennsylvania.
“The commercial internet will struggle under times of regional emergency,” said Steuben County 911
Director David Hopkins. “Our network, which is a mix of fiber, microwave and or leased circuits, is
designed to survive those conditions and prevail.
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FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S DESK….
As 2016 comes to an end, Steuben County continues to work on several important initiatives. This
edition of the newsletter contains several year-end departmental updates on activities that have kept us
busy during 2016. This edition also discusses several projects that will continue into the New Year.
One item that may be of particular interest to our municipal partners is the Planning Department’s new
GIS Website—discussed in the section that immediately follows. In addition, the Real Property Tax
Department’s recent filling of the Data Collector position, assessor internship program, and new tabletbased application may also be of interest to the municipalities in Steuben County (discussed on page 3).
It is continued cooperation and shared efforts like these that help foster positive relationships between
Steuben County and the municipalities within it. As always, we welcome and encourage your
municipality to reach out to Steuben County if we can assist you in your local efforts. We look forward to
working with you further in 2017.
Finally, I would like to congratulate Sheriff David V. Cole on his upcoming retirement and wish him luck
in his future endeavors. We also look forward to working with Sheriff-elect Jim Allard, and are confident
he’ll do a great job for all county residents.
Wishing You A Happy Holiday Season,

Joseph Hauryski
Chairman
Steuben County Legislature
Planning – New GIS Website
The Steuben County Planning Department is proud to announce the launch of a new public Geographic
Information System (GIS) website.
The homepage can be found at http://steubencounty.scnygis.opendata.arcgis.com/ and is accessible by
visiting the Interactive GIS maps link on the Steuben County Homepage. The new website features
interactive maps which help the user analyze and interpret data by viewing geographic relationships,
patterns and trends. Additionally, it will help streamline requests for GIS data that were previously only
handled during normal business hours.
Our goal is to support residents, municipalities, visitors, developers, business owners, real-estate
professionals, and engineers who are looking for property information, local regulation, and land-use.
Steuben County has invested a significant amount of time and effort into developing our GIS and we are
now pleased to share it with the public.
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Department of Social Services – Foster Care / National Adoption Day
Steuben County Department of Social Services will be celebrating National Adoption Day on November
17, 2016. National Adoption Day is a collective national effort to raise awareness of the more than
100,000 children in U.S. foster care waiting to find permanent, loving families. In Steuben County, we will
celebrate fifteen (15) adoptions that have occurred throughout the year; ten (10) of these adoptions will
be finalized on Adoption Day.
In Steuben County, there are currently 110 children served by the foster care system. Six (6) of these
children have been freed for adoption and are in need of an adoptive family. Relative resources are
explored as a first option for children in need of out of home care. At present there are 44 county level
foster homes serving Steuben County children. There is an ongoing need for additional foster home
resources. Individuals or families interested in foster care and/or adoption can contact the Steuben
County Department of Social Services at (607) 664-2044.
Sheriff’s Office – Various Updates
Construction on the Sheriff’s Office Law Enforcement Memorial Park at the Public Safety Building
continues to make progress. The purpose of this park is to honor all those fallen police and peace officers
who have made the ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty. Donations and/or purchase of pavers can be
made by calling (607) 622-3930. You can also make donations through the Sheriff’s Office Facebook page
at www.Facebook.com/SteubenCSO.
The Sheriff’s Office continues to hold the Pistol Permit Safety Courses every month. This course is a
prerequisite for applying for a Pistol Permit. The response has been overwhelming, and the classes are
full. If you wish to get on the waiting list, please call (607) 622-3930 to do so. There will not be a class in
December, but they will be starting back up in January.
The Sheriff’s Office and Probation Department, with the assistance of the NYSP conducted a Probation
Initiative Detail, on October 7. Throughout the initiative, the nine (9) law enforcement teams made home
visits to ninety (90) residences and three (3) commercial locations throughout the County to ensure that
the Probationers were complying with the terms of their Probation. This initiative resulted in twelve
(12) Probationers being arrested.
As the end of the year approaches, we would like to take a moment to congratulate Sheriff David V. Cole
on his retirement. He will be greatly missed around the Sheriff’s Office. We all wish him well in his next
adventures!
District Attorney’s Office – Update from Brooks Baker
The District Attorney’s Office looks to wrap up a challenging and successful 2016 by welcoming Seamus
Donnelly as a new Assistant District Attorney. Seamus, a native of Corning, will be covering Corning City
Court and other local Courts in the Eastern and Central parts of Steuben County; he will also be carrying a
felony case load. Seamus is also serving as an Assistant in the Schuyler County District Attorney’s Office –
in what may be a first of its kind shared services agreement in New York. We have joined with Schuyler
County to jointly hire Seamus thereby keeping a quality prosecutor in the region; meeting the needs of
both Counties; and saving both Counties significant cost by sharing benefit and retirement
expenses. Inspired by Chairman Hauryski’s shared service initiative, this new hire and the legislation
that made it possible will benefit Steuben County by not only bringing a solid prosecutor to our Office, but
also saving taxpayer dollars at the same time.
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In other news, the Office is focusing on multiagency cooperation to combat the rise in heroin and
synthetic drugs facing the County – particularly in our effort to bring accountability to drug dealers
whose sales lead to overdose deaths. The District Attorney’s Drug Initiative continues to battle drug
trafficking throughout the County and will be closing our fifth consecutive year with a 100% trial
conviction rate in drug cases.
The SWIFT - Welfare Fraud Task Force, a cooperative working group involving DSS Investigators,
Sheriff’s Office and grant funded DA’s Investigators has improved, streamlined and enhanced
prosecution of those who steal from taxpayers and citizens most in need. Our success has been
recognized and rewarded by the State with renewal of our CARP grant – funding our Investigators
through 2017.
2016 has been a challenging year, but a successful one in the Office – with new initiatives and staff in
place we look forward to 2017 – continuing to: provide excellent service to the People of Steuben
County; improve existing programs; and, bring forth new initiatives to enhance public safety while
protecting our tax payers.
Real Property Tax – Various Updates
As mentioned in our previous newsletter, the Ad-Hoc Municipal Coordination Committee and the Real
Property Tax Department have been pursuing opportunities for increased collaboration for assessment
operations between the county and its municipal partners. As part of this pursuit, the Real Property Tax
Department has selected an individual to fill the recently approved position of Data Collector. This
person will be providing sales verification service to municipalities pursuant to a Joint Services
Agreement between the county and the municipalities.
Also through an initiative of the Ad-Hoc Municipal Coordination Committee, the Real Property Tax
Department has been in contact with Corning Community College to participate in an internship program
to help recruit individuals interested in pursuing a career as an assessor. The internship program is
expected to be in effect for the spring 2017 semester. The intern would be teamed up with one or more
assessors to experience day-to-day duties and generate more interest in the profession.
The Real Property Tax Department along with Systems Development Group of Utica, New York have
made available to the municipal assessors a tablet based application called Outpost. This application
allows the assessor to collect inventory information and photographs while on-site and then import that
data into the assessment software program in the field (if they have internet access), or import it once
they return to their office. This results in an increase in efficiency for the assessor and the availability of
more current information on the assessment database for anyone accessing it.
Office for the Aging – A Sea of Change
It’s all good! 2016 is sure to go down in history as the year of unprecedented change in the aging
network. It is important for our community to understand that we are acutely aware of the oncoming
“grey tsunami”, the swelling numbers of citizens turning 60, 70, 80 and 90. This phenomenon will put an
added strain on an already stretched system that assists older persons and their caregivers as they
manage the effects of aging, the changes in their public benefits, and the decisions on how to age in place.
Policy makers are doing their best to stay ahead of the needs of their constituents by adding funding to
expand Office for the Aging services. Specifically, NYCONNECTS, the information and referral arm of our
office, has added staff in Corning and Hornell to bring the services to the outlying areas. Additionally,
part of our home delivered meal program has made a major shift to the “cook/chill” method giving way to
greater client satisfaction and financial stability to a service that often is the difference between aging in
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place and moving into assisted living or a nursing home. On top of these monumental changes, we are
doing it in a whole new data collection system that will help us validate the important work that we do.
If you have questions about these changes, feel free to contact Patty Baroody, Director of Steuben County
OFA at 607 664-2298.
County Historian – Ronald Hinson’s Cemetery Restoration
Three years ago Ronald Hinson, of Penn Yan, decided to visit his ancestors' graves in the Porter's Corner
Cemetery in the Town of Barrington, Yates County, New York. He found that the cemetery had been
neglected with many of the gravestones toppled and broken. It was then that he decided to learn how to
restore gravestones.
Recently the Steuben County Historian, Eleanor Silliman, heard the story of the restoration being done by
Ronald Hinson. She thought that his knowledge could be very helpful to other towns and villages that
have older cemeteries that are also in need of attention. After contacting him they set in motion a plan
for Ron to give a lecture. He put together a program with visuals and a hand-out of instructions. In
September, over twenty (20) people came to hear his presentation.
Seeing the growing interest, it was decided to have a hands-on-demonstration. Porter’s Corner cemetery
was the ideal location since it was his work in progress. On October 15th, Mr. Hinson met with a group of
people at the Porter's Corner cemetery to demonstrate his techniques. They started with the proper way
to dislodge a stone from the ground and how to locate pieces that were totally buried. They helped clean
gravestones, made new foundations with his advice, learned a method to put the pieces of a broken stone
together and put the finished product upright.
If you would like further information regarding Ronald Hinson’s cemetery restoration efforts, please
contact the Steuben County Historian, Eleanor Silliman at (607) 664-2199.
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