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A NOTE FROM PASTOR ANDY...
Dear Friends:
The 2015 General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) passed a resolution which called on the church
to produce materials for study and reflection on stewardship. In response, the Disciples’ Center for Faith and

Giving presented a document to the 2017 General Assembly providing Biblical and theological reflections on
stewardship and made some recommendations for Disciples to consider as we seek in 2017 to be stewards of
what God has given us. The full text of the document can be found here: http://
centerforfaithandgiving.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/GA-1732-Stewardship-as-a-Spiritual-DisciplineA-Study-Document-rev-04-03.pdf
In his invitation Sunday, to the congregation to prayerfully consider their pledge for the upcoming budget
year at First Christian Church, our treasurer Mike Allen rightly said that stewardship is about more than
money. Indeed, according to the Disciples' study document, "Biblical stewardship, broadly defined, is the
intentional management of resources (all living things in and of the earth and their produce) on behalf of the
rightful owner, who is God." As such, stewardship pertains to caring for creation, caring for our bodies and
minds, and giving God our time (Sabbath) in addition to money and possessions.
Right now we find ourselves in a season of preparing for the next fiscal year at church, a process that will
culminate in our annual congregational meeting on May 20, which reflects Disciples’ commitment to Christian
democracy and transparency in church governance. Part of this process is to solicit from members a pledge—
an estimate of how you plan to support your church financially over the next year. This is a vital step in preparing the annual budget. But it does not mean that our concern about stewardship ends with turning in a
pledge card (to the office or via the offering plate by Sunday, May 5, please!) In fact, our financial pledge is
a sign of our greater, year-long commitment to responsible use of the gifts God has given us— resources,
creation, time, and even our bodies.
As you prepare to make your pledge, I urge you to take a look at the study document prepared by the Disciples' Center for Faith and Giving (see the link above, or see me and I can provide you with a paper copy). It
is not a boring document! To pique your interest: it will make you rethink everything you've ever been taught
about the Widow's Mite (Luke 17:15), and it will surprise you to learn that the Bible doesn't actually talk too
much about "tithes." As a matter of fact, for many people, a tithe is a financial burden; for others, a tithe is
hardly a generous response to all that God has given us. See? Doesn't that make you want to read more?
That doesn't mean the Bible doesn't talk about money. In fact, there are more than 2,000 references to
money in the Bible, and some have suggested that up to 65% of the New Testament has to do with the larger theme of stewardship of God's variety of gifts. See the document for more information!
As we seek to be a place where all are welcome and "all" means all, let us work together to be stewards together of God’s gifts to us, and may God continue to bless our efforts to generously share all of what we have been given as stewards of creation and of the Good News of God’s love for all people.
In Christ,
Rev. Andy Shelton

MOMENTS FOR FELLOWSHIP …
Maudie Anderson...remains in

Calera Manor, #408. She welcomes
your visits and cards. Her smiling
face is missed by all of us.

Gordon and Glenna…. Gordon

has been moved back to the Renaissance where Glenna is staying, however, the bad news is they are calling in Hospice to be with him. He
does need additional help, but they
are going to try to keep them in the
same room, #4 of the Personal
Wing. We know this pleases them
both that they can be together
again. Glenna has her cell, 580-3806429 and is always in the room
with him and she enjoys talking on
the phone. This is the only touch
they have with the outside world.

Tom Tucker...had back surgery

last week and is now at home and
doing well. He has a good care giver at home! We are all wishing you
well, Tom.

Ann Flanagan…tells us she is

Richard Fish...is just as frisky as

Ken Elder...last 2 scans have

ever!!! I finally made contact with him
today and he says David is still there
with him and takes wonderful care of
him, but health issues prevent him
from getting to church on Sundays. He
says walkers and curbs are a nuisance
for getting around, however, he misses
our church and the people in it.
I feel certain he would love to have
visitors and phone calls and probably
cards and notes. LET’S SHOWER HIM
WITH THE LOVE HE DESERVES!!!

almost 100%, but daughter, Kelli, says almost 75%. They have
left her alone at night the last
few days but she knows she can
reach any of them at any time if
she needs them. She enjoys
having guests and cards, but
probably would like a call before you go. I’m sure a plate of
food would please her also—
not large quantities, just enough
for her. The freezer is stocked
well so there’s plenty for the
kids when they are all there.
shown that the tumor in his
lung has actually gotten a bit
smaller, however, not gone
completely. He has finished all
his chemo and radiation and no
more is currently scheduled.
He did catch a cold a few weeks
ago which caused a flare up of
his COPD, but lots of meds,
breathing treatments and a trip
to the ER took care of it and he
is recovering nicely. We aren’t
getting out much with the cold
weather and so much flu.
Thanks to all of you for your
continued prayers and concerns. Love to all , Jane

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Honor Your
Jack and Mary Skaggs are providing
the last snack supper for Thunder
Alley next Tuesday, May 1st.
Thanks so much to all of you who
prepared these suppers throughout
the year. The kids so enjoyed them.
Mike is hosting a Pizza Party for all
of them on Tuesday night, May 8th,
as their final get together here at the
church. Let’s encourage all of them
to come visit FCC on Sunday mornings if they are in town during the
summer months.
We have enjoyed having all of them
and thanks for the extra help they
gave Dell installing new light bulbs,
helping decorate and take down all
the Christmas decorations and the
most recent project they took on in
cleaning and organizing our flower
storage rooms. Hope all of you will
come back next fall!!!

Mother on
Mother’s Day—
TAKE HER TO
CHURCH
WITH YOU!

WORDS WE LIVE BY….
Feed Your Faith
and
Your Doubts will Starve to
Death!

Anthony (Tony) Ragle receives
honor...Toni Hull’s son and Dessie’s
grandson, Tony Ragle, has received an
internship for computer science majors. It will be in Las Vegas, Nevada.,
and he will be working in many colleges across the country. It is sponsored
by the University of Nevada helping to
build and test the big casino gaming
machines in Vegas. He was selected
from over 2,000 students for this honor. He will be leaving from OU in Norman on May 19th and will begin May
21st. Congratulations, Tony! We’re so
proud of you.
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STEWARDSHIP DRIVE...WAS HELD SUNDAY, 29TH.
Pledge cards will be mailed or given to every family.
Please complete these ASAP and return them to the church
office or you may drop them in the offering plates next
Sunday, May 6th.

ELDERS SERVING AT THE TABLE
05-06

E. Redman, Corbett

05-13 Kirkpatrick, Lowrance
05-20

J. Redman, McLain

05-27

McLain, Lowrance

COMMUNION PREPARATION
Charlene and Leslie
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, PASTOR ANDY!

HEAD USHER FOR FEBRUARY
Bud Lowrance

IN OUR SHARED PRAYERS
Maudie Anderson
Calera Manor, #408, P. O. Box 367, Calera 74730

VOCAL SCHOLARS , DELL AND ANDY CELEBRATE!

Joyce Bennett
Dr.

Ken Elder

5023 W. 2nd, Stillwater 74074

Ann Flanagan
Dr. J. M. Gaskin
G.P. Gentry
Edith Peratta
Rosemary and Wallace Riddle
Brian Silver
Jean Sims
Gordon and Glenna Wright

GRADUATES, GRACE HAYNES AND CHANCE EUBANKS
OPEN GIFTS FROM FCC CONGREGATION!

301 North Third Avenue
Durant, OK 74701-4211

Happy Mother’s Day
to all our mothers!

