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A NOTE FROM PASTOR ANDY...
Dear Friends:
The moral soul of our country has been awakened by the heartbreaking images and sounds of innocent children separated from
their families upon being charged with a misdemeanor for entering the United States without documentation. Over 2,000 children
were removed from their parents before the executive order was signed on June 20. Many questions remain about the fate of
those children and with the no tolerance policy still in place, there is great risk that the number of children detained in our country
will continue to increase.
The family separation policy was decried by Christians of every theological stripe. Franklin Graham, son of Billy Graham, called the practice
disgraceful. The Southern Baptist Convention in Dallas two weeks passed a resolution which, heavily quoting scripture, calls for immigration
reform that “maintains the priority of family unity.” However, some sought Biblical sanction for enforcing an unjust law by quoting from
Romans 13. In church on June 17 I called this a callous, intentional misuse of Scripture, which ignores the overarching witness
of the Old and New Testaments, the original context of Paul’s letter to the Romans, the example of his own life, and counsel in
that same letter about the nature of the Christian life.
Paul wrote to a church that risked persecution at a time that Jews were being allowed back into Rome after having been expelled. The political situation was tenuous. He urged the church to avoid becoming involved in anything that could lead to their
persecution. Not wanting the Christians in Rome to be falsely identified as Jewish revolutionaries, he urged them to obey the
Roman government.
Throughout the centuries these words from Romans, taken out of context, have been used quell the revolutionary sentiment in the American colonies, and later, to uphold slavery, apartheid, and segregation. Hitler quoted it to justify the Holocaust. Paul himself was frequently
in trouble with the authorities and was jailed several times. He never allowed the government to silence him. He had a much broader understanding of the Christian life than his words of advice to those Christians in Rome in their particular circumstances. To know about what
Paul believed about the law, just read Romans 12 and the rest of Romans 13. In sum, Paul says: “Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.” In the face of any attempt to silence these words of Good News, Paul resisted, and he was eventually
executed for it. Paul simply cannot be used to support injustice. He would never have stood for it.
For those who want to help with the crisis at the border, several ecumenical and interfaith organizations have sponsored the webpage
https://stopfamilyseparation.org where you can sign a petition and keep up with developments on the border. The leaders of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) also have a letter at https://disciples.org/resources/justice/immigration/family-separations/ that you can sign
along with many, many other Disciples. Southwest Good Samaritan Ministries, a Disciples organization that works with immigrants on the
border, could always use your financial support at http://www.swgsm.org or you can make a donation to the Week of Compassion, at
http://www.weekofcompassion.org which is the Disciples’ National Relief
Agency.

Gracious God, show mercy to migrant children. Reunite them with their families and loved ones. Guide children who are strangers in a foreign land to a place of peace and safety. Comfort them in their distress and bring help in their time of need. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

In Christ,
Andy

MOMENTS FOR FELLOWSHIP …
H. Gordon Wright….
September 3, 1932—May 2, 2018

Maudie Anderson...remains in

Calera Manor, #408. She welcomes
your visits and cards. Her smiling
face is missed by all of us.

The memorial service held in our
sanctuary on June 16th celebrating the
life of H. Gordon Wright was so upbeat
and touching. Pastor Andy officiated
at the service and certainly represented FCC well.
Dennis Simmons did a wonderful job
with the planning of the music presentation. He and Jon Livingston did two
duets, Janelle Hammel brought the
house down tickling those ivories and
James Carter made the sax sound like
something off of Bourbon Street.
(Gordon played the sax and this would
have definitely pleased him).
The Rebekahs prepared lunch for the
family and served a wonderful dessert
reception following the service. He
and Glenna have three sons, David and
wife Kathy of Allen, TX; Steve and wife
Pat of Bartlesville, OK; and Kevin and
wife Tina, of Oklahoma City. Three
granddaughters, Shelby Lynch and husband, Taylor, of OKC, Mackenzie of
Dallas, and Carlee of OKC, and one
grandson, Cooper, of OKC.
This church meant so much to Gordon
and Glenna as well as their three boys
who grew up here.
We have had many compliments on the
service from the entire community.

Glenna Wright….continues to

live at the Renaissance in Sherman.
They are looking for a place where
she’ll have some short term
memory rehab and just haven’t
found the right one that’s near to
one of the boys. She seems to be
very secure and content in Sherman
so they don’t want to move her until they locate the right place. Continue to keep her in your prayers
and stop in to have a short chat
with her when you need to be in
Sherman. Also, she loves to receive
cards and notes—keeps her in
touch!

MEMORIALS FOR GORDON WRIGHT

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

FCC MEALS ON WHEELS….were
rolling during the week of June 11th
thru 15th, and what a joy it was to
share with those who are in need of
a good meal. Many thanks to all of
our dedicated helpers; Leslie and
Packard Mowles, Judy Williams and
her grandson, Nicholas; Jane Hawthorne, Modra Bockmann, Mecy
Barker, Jean McLain, Ann Vickers
and her friend, Kathy Ingram. This
is such a rewarding ministry, and
we are blessed to be able to serve.
Thank you one and all. Charlene

FREEDOM SUNDAY
Sunday, July 1st
9:30—10:30 am

Our traditional Breakfast will
be served by some of the best
cooks in Durant in our Fellowship Hall at 9:30 am followed
by a short devotional service
offered by
Dell McLain
If you have guests for the
weekend, invite them to join
you along with all your family
and friends.
You won’t leave hungry
and your kitchen will be clean
when you return home!!!

Ted/Cindy Kirkpatrick
Rick/Teresa Dill, Cookson, OK
Danielle Weaver, Bartlesville, OK
Juanita/Curtis Daniel, Durant
Melinda/Joel Stinnett, Tulsa, OK
Larry/Theresa Ball, Prosper, TX
Wallace/Rosemary Riddle, Durant
Mecy/Joe Barker, Durant
John/Mary Slice, Durant
Charlene/Tom Tucker, Durant
Mary/Jack Skaggs, Durant
Donnis Potter, Durant
Phillip/Mitzi Cleveland, Frisco, TX
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NEW HAND BELL CHOIR MEMBERS !
Directed by Dana Haggard

ELDERS SERVING AT THE TABLE

Mike, Gisela, Billie, Jane and Mary
Marian Massey, Judy, Mecy and Erica

07-01

Emily (Breakfast)

07-08

J. Redman, Lowrance

07-15

Corbett, McLain

07-22

C. Kirkpatrick, Corbett

07-29

Reed, C. Kirkpatrick

JULY COMMUNION PREPARATION
Charlene, Cindy
HEAD USHER
Ted Kirkpatrick

IN OUR SHARED PRAYERS
Performing on Sunday, July 8th during worship!

Maudie Anderson
Calera Manor, #408, P. O. Box 367, Calera 74730

Mike Allen’s cousin (Allen Reed)
Joyce Bennett

WORDS WE LIVE BY….
The greatest possession you have
Is the twenty-four hours directly
In front of you!

Dr.

Ken Elder

5023 W. 2nd, Stillwater 74074

Dr. J. M. Gaskin
G.P. Gentry
Edith Peratta
Louise Redman
Ruth Shelton (Andy’s mother)
Brian Silver

For there is a time there for every purpose
and for every work.

Jean Sims
Francis Nevill (Dr. Stubbs’ grandfather)

Ecclesiastes 3:17

Glenna Wright

301 North Third Avenue
Durant, OK 74701-4211

COME GROW
WITH US!

