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A NOTE FROM PASTOR ANDY...

Dear Friends,
As we embark on another New Year, it is good for us to look back over our life together in 2018. We’ve lost loved ones,
welcomed new members into our church family, enjoyed fellowship across the table at potlucks, and served those in
need in Durant and beyond. And we’ve done a lot of raise our profile in the community by cosponsoring a St. Francis’
Day Blessing of the Animals, hosting the St. Louis Brass, the Southeastern Chorale, and vocal recitalists, walking in city
parades (and taking home the prize!), and helping to raise a record offering for the Durant Ministerial Alliance. Thanks to
all of you for contributing to our work together as a part of the Body of Christ.

As we look ahead to 2019, more opportunities to serve God and neighbor await. January marks three special days in the
Christian calendar: the Feast of the Epiphany on January 6, when we will celebrate the arrival of the Magi bearing gifts to
the Christ child (and take down the decorations after church!); the Feast of the Baptism of Christ on January 13, when we
will have an opportunity to remember our own baptisms as we commemorate the beginning of Christ’s earthly ministry
after receiving baptism from the hand of John; and on January 20 we will observe the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
by “swapping pastors” with a neighboring church— stay tuned for more news about that! And mark your calendars now
for the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper on March 5, held jointly with Thunder Alley, as we prepare for Lent— as fast as
time is moving, that’s right around the corner, I’m afraid!

I look forward to seeing what God has in store for us this New Year.

In Christ,
Andy

MOMENTS FOR FELLOWSHIP …
We send our love and sympathy to
Mike Allen upon the death of his
cousin, Allen Reed, who died peacefully on Friday afternoon, 28th.
Bubba has been on our prayer list
for some time. Please hold this
family in your prayers: wife, Susan,
daughter, Lauren; sisters, Debbie
and Tina; and a host of cousins,
nieces and a nephew.

Glenna Wright still remains at
the Renaissance in Sherman. The
boys see her frequently, but if
you happen to be in Sherman,
pop your head in to say hello—it
will thrill her to death.

John Bockmann is regaining his
strength slowly. He and Modra are
planning another trip to his oncologist in Arkansas this week. Continue to keep him in your daily prayers that he will receive good news
from all his tests. They are so appreciative of FCC’s love and support at this time.

Wade Gist...Vocal scholar, Iain
Nix’s uncle, prostate cancer.

Alice Medeiros...Andy’s niece in
Portugal, hospitalized for tests.

IMPORTANT NOTICE:

Maudie Anderson...remains in

Calera Manor, #408. She is wanting
to return to her apartment but son,
Robert, doesn’t want her alone.
Please stop by for a short visit or
send a short note or card so she’ll
know she is missed and not forgotten!

Ann Flanagan… is slowly recu-

perating from her knee surgery.
Her physical therapist assures her
that she’s right on schedule. She
did get to come to Candlelight Communion Service on Christmas Eve,
and looks forward to returning to
church full time!
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They are having to order some new

ASSEMBLY RE-

will not resume on the 7th as planned,

QUIRED!

but on the following Monday, 14th. We
were also in the process of installing
wing, which has also been delayed due
to the cold weather and no heat.
We do have heat in the sanctuary and
church offices and have no problems
there. You may still use restrooms and
kitchen facilities and walk in these
halls, it’s just COLD down there.

Sunshine School resumes on 7th!
January 7th thru 11th: FCC delivers
Meals on Wheels.

THUNDER ALLEY will resume

their meetings on Tuesday, January 15th. All are welcome 6:0011:00 pm. Snack supper provided

January 14th: is the Rebekah’s first
meeting after the holidays at 7:00
pm. Hostesses for this event are
Helen and Janet. All ladies of the
church are invited to come be a part
of this group. Janet will bring the
devotional and Dr. Erica will lead the
Study.

More about this at later date.

parts this weekend. Sunshine School

new floor coverings in the halls of this

Durant Public Schools resume on 3rd!

January 20th—Week of Prayer/
Christian Unity (pulpit exchange).

lems with our heating unit in the Fel-

IS GOD’S GIFT.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!! (2019)

January 14th: classes @ SOSU begin

We have experienced some major problowship Hall and Educational wing.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Wednesday, 9th: ELDERS’ meeting at
6:00 pm followed by our OFFICIAL
BOARD at 6:30 pm. If you’re an
elected member of this Board, please
make every effort to be present.

SUNSHINE SCHOOL administrators
and teachers held their annual
Christmas party for the kids and
their families on the 17th. A surprise visit from Santa proved to
be the excitement of the day just
before they were dismissed for
their Christmas break.

HANDBELL CHOIR….have

not been notified when this
group will resume, however, we
will email this as soon as we
hear. If you have an extra hour
once a week on Monday evening
at 6:00 pm, come join us, This is
a fun group to know. Call Dana
Haggard at 580-931-7475 for
more information.

It may be that the Elders and Board
meetings will need to be moved to the
sanctuary on Wednesday. This will be
announced on Sunday and members
will be notified by email. So sorry for
this inconvenience, but these things
happen in God’s house too!
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REMOVING DECORATIONS IN SANCTUARY... will be
done next Sunday, January 6th, immediately following worship. We hope all of you that did such a great job putting them
up will stay and help us take them all down and pack them up
for another year. Lunch will be served to all who stay to do
this. Even if you could not help with decorating Sunday, we’d
love to have you help with the tearing down. EVERYONE IS
NEEDED FOR THIS PROJECT.
WE DON’T REALLY KNOW WHAT KIND OF WEATHER WE’LL BE
HAVING OR WHERE WE WILL EAT LUNCH BUT WE’LL WORK IT
OUT AND YOU WON’T GO HUNGRY. IF ANY OF YOU WANT TO
DONATE COOKIES OR ANY DESSERT, THAT
WILL BE APPRECIATED!!!

HOPE TO SEE ALL YOU HERE!

JANUARY, 2019
ELDERS SERVING AT THE TABLE
(INFO TO BE FURNISHED LATER)
January 6
January 13
January 20
January 27

MEALS ON WHEELS.... will be delivered by FCC volunteers
the week of January 7th thru 11th. If you can help, please call
Charlene at 924-6428. Let’s get the new year off to a good
start by volunteering whenever extra work is needed at the
church. To those of you who do this regularly, thank you so
much for your very generous time and efforts for the delivery
of these meals. It makes such a difference in the lives of so
many who might not otherwise have a warm meal. Many days
they never see an outside face or hear a friendly hello—spend
a few minutes with them if you possibly can—it makes a lonely day a little brighter!

HEAD USHER
Ted Kirkpatrick

COMMUNION PREPARATION
Jane and Emily

IN OUR SHARED PRAYERS
Maudie Anderson
Calera Manor, #408, P. O. Box 367, Calera 74730

Joyce Bennett

A LIGHT OF HOPE SHELTER

John Bockmann
Dr.

Ken Elder

SOUP KITCHEN

5023 W. 2nd, Stillwater 74074

EVERY SECOND SATURDAY OF THE MONTH

Dr. J. M. Gaskin

FROM 1:00 PM TO 3:00 PM

OPEN TO ANYONE WHO WANTS A HOT MEAL

Ann Flanagan
G.P. Gentry
Wade Gist (Iain Nix’s uncle)
Alice Medeiros (Andy’s niece)
Edith Peratta
The family of Mike Reed (Mike’s cousin)

OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

Rosemary and Wallace Riddle

1524 WEST MAIN STREET, DURANT

Andy’s mother, Ruth Shelton

(across from Library)

Jean Sims
Glenna Wright

301 North Third Avenue
Durant, OK 74701-4211

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
2019

