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A NOTE FROM PASTOR ANDY...
Dear Friends,
The radio stations and the stores have quit playing Christmas music, but the transition into a
New Year occurs during the Twelve Days of Christmas, lasting December 25 to Saturday January 6, the Feast of the Epiphany which marks the visit of the Magi to the baby Jesus. Please
join us for worship on Sunday, January 7, when we’ll celebrate the Wise Men and the gifts
they brought to the Christ Child, and plan to stay after worship to help take down the Christmas decorations that have so beautifully adorned our church during Advent and Christmastide.
On Sunday, January 14, we will celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of Christ, during which we
will have an opportunity to renew our baptismal vows. It is also a perfect day for baptisms: if
you have been considering baptism, I hope you’ll talk to me about making your confession of
faith and being baptized on that day— we need advanced notice so we can fill the font with
warm water! If you have been thinking about baptism but are still in discernment, the service
January 14 will be an opportunity to learn more about the sacrament and its role in a life of
discipleship.
January is a busy month for special Sundays. January 21 is the Sunday during the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity, during which we will use resources prepared by our Catholic and
Protestant sisters and brothers in the Caribbean during our worship service. Christian Unity is
the polar star for the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Please join us that morning to
pray for the healing of the rifts that have divided the Church of Jesus Christ.
As we embark on the beginning of a new calendar year, we have three unique opportunities to
invite friends, neighbors, family members, and former members to come to church to adore
the Christ, to consider a commitment to the Christian life, and to work for unity among those
Jesus prayed might be one.
January will also afford us another opportunity to share the love of God in Christ. Thunder
Alley will start back up on Tuesday, January 23. As the college ministry of First Christian
Church, the weekly hospitality we offer to students is greatly appreciated and attendance continues to grow. I’d like to issue a challenge to the members of the church: pick a Tuesday in
the coming weeks to come and hang out with Mike and Steve and the college kids. You’ll be
impressed by the stories of invitation and friendship that have been fostered during this new
kind of church experience.
May God richly bless you as we start a New Year!

MOMENTS FOR FELLOWSHIP …
Maudie Anderson...remains in

Calera Manor, #408. She welcomes
your visits and cards. Her smiling
face is missed in the choir.

Gordon and Glenna…. Gordon

is still seeing his reconstruction
surgeon (not quite completed).
Glenna’s Parkinsons is getting more
aggressive and her short term
memory seems to be failing more.
They drove to OKC on Christmas
and spent the night with Kevin and
his family, then drove to Bartlesville and spent the night with Steve
and his family. He said they needed to get away and had a great time.
Glenna was a bit tired afterwards
but they enjoyed the trip. They
still have their caregiver through
the week, but they are alone on the
weekends. This might be a good
time for us to take them a plate of
food or go over for a short visit.
They miss their friends. Just call
them to make sure they’re up to a
visit before you go.

Ann Flanagan...tells us she is

WELCOME NEW BABIES…

doing so much better. She was
able to attend Christmas Eve
services here with her kids, Kelli, Chris. and Regina. Keep
those prayers coming!!!
Billie’s new granddaughter,
Evelyn Grace Davis
Born October 9th

Rosemary Riddle is still not
100%. She has had another xray of her back and they have
found still another cracked vertebra so she’s making plans
now to have more surgery on
this one after the holidays.
Please continue to lift her up in
your daily prayers that she
might have a speedy and comfortable recovery. We miss
them both so much in worship!

Janet Reed’s new grandson,
Maddox Lee Marshall
Born December 6th

The Brad Nelson’s grandson,
Tripp Leland
Born December 12th

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

SUNSHINE

WORDS WE LIVE BY

SCHOOL NEWS

Another year is dawning:
Dear Father, let it be, in working or in waiting, another year
with Thee.

Santa visited our Sunshine School at their
December Christmas
party just before they
were dismissed for Christmas
break.
Grandad, Charlie Steifer, always has
to return to bring grandson, Levi, to
visit and wish Ms. Dessie a Merry
Christmas.

Another year of progress, another year of praise, another
year of proving Thy presence
all the days.
Another year of service, of witness for Thy love; another year
of training for holier work
above.
Another year is dawning:
Dear Father, let it be, on earth
or else in heaven, another year
for Thee.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JESUS!

ELDERS SERVING AT THE TABLE
01-07

Lowrance, J. Redman

01-14 E. Redman, Kirkpatrick
01-21

Corbett, Lowrance

01-28

McLain, Reed

COMMUNION PREPARATION
Jane and Emily

HEAD USHER FOR JANUARY
Ted Kirkpatrick

To everyone’s delight, an unexpected visit from Santa!

IN OUR SHARED PRAYERS
Maudie Anderson
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

Calera Manor, #408, P. O. Box 367, Calera 74730

A FAMILY TRADITION AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH!

Joyce Bennett
Victorian Estates, 1129 Cameo Dr., Yukon 73099

Dr. Ken Elder

Lighting of the candles,

5023 W. 2nd, Stillwater 74074

Cindy and Helen

Ann Flanagan

Sanctuary all aglow!

Dr. J. M. Gaskin
G.P. Gentry
Gorgeous music by Dr. Kate Stubbs and Billie Rogers;
Awesome soloist by Mr. Chance Eubanks
Pastor Andy did himself proud as he led his first Christmas Eve
Service here in Durant

Edith Peratta
Wallace and Rosemary Riddle
Brian Silver
Jean Sims
Gordon and Glenna Wright
ALL OF YOU ARE SO MISSED

Lighting of the Advent Wreath,
Dell, Mike, Steve

Decked out in their

AT

formal attire,

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Mike and Steve

DURANT

301 North Third Avenue
Durant, OK 74701-4211

HAPPY NEW YEAR
TO ALL!

