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A NOTE FROM PASTOR ANDY...

Dear Friends,

In my sermon at the Community Thanksgiving Service at First Presbyterian Church a couple of weeks ago— which I
preached at First Christian Church the following week, by popular demand— I cited the work of Diana Butler Bass in her
newest book, Grateful: The Transformative Power of Giving Thanks. In it, she proposes two solutions to what she identifies as a gap between our individual gratitude and our communal fear. One of them is to rescue Thanksgiving from being
lost in the rush towards Christmas.

Thanksgiving has come and gone, but we still have opportunity to slow down and reflect on all that God has done for us
in Jesus Christ. That’s actually what the season of Advent is for— it is meant to help prevent us from prematurely rushing
to the Christmas tree to rip open the packages. Despite how rushed we are— by our own making, by the way— during
this time of year, Advent is designed to slow us down, to remind us about waiting, and patience, and anticipation.

Nonetheless, we have several events in the coming weeks to help us prepare for the celebration of Christ’s coming—
please take a close look at the news items in this month’s newsletter which Mecy has so carefully prepared for us, and be
sure to join in as we approach the annual observance of God’s incarnation in Jesus Christ.

Meanwhile, let us join with Christians throughout the centuries who have longed for Christ’ second advent. O come, o
come, Emmanuel!

In Christ,
Andy

MOMENTS FOR FELLOWSHIP …
We send our love and sympathy to
the family of Richard Fish on his
recent death. Brown’s Funeral
Home conducted services for him
here in our sanctuary on Saturday,
on November 10th. Our CWF ladies
prepared lunch for them following
the service. Everyone loved Richard—he will be missed.
John Bockmann is regaining his
strength slowly. He and Modra are
planning another trip to his oncologist in Arkansas this week. Continue to keep him in your daily prayers that he will receive good news
from all his tests. They are so appreciative of FCC’s love and support at this time.

Redman Boys ... Have been in

the deer woods these past few
weeks and we’ve all heard their
tales—looks like all three of them
got at least one and dad might
have gotten two. Hope AJ didn’t
overdo it, but he did come help
mom with the decorating of the
sanctuary. Thanks so much, AJ—
we appreciated your help.
Glenna Wright still remains at
the Renaissance in Sherman. The
boys see her frequently, but if
you happen to be in Sherman,
pop your head in to say hello—it
will thrill her to death.

Maudie Anderson...remains in

Calera Manor, #408. She is wanting
to return to her apartment but son,
Robert, doesn’t want her alone.
Please stop by for a short visit or
send a short note or card so she’ll
know she is missed and not forgotten!

Ann Flanagan… is slowly recu-

perating from her recent knee surgery. Still having trouble walking
on her new knee but her physical
therapist assures her that she’s
right on schedule. She looks forward to returning to church and
also to your cards, notes and phone
calls.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
December 4th—Durant’s annual
Christmas parade. If you want to be
a part of this, contact Dell McLain.
December 4th—Mother’s Day Out
meeting at noon.
December 9th is our Family Night
Christmas beginning at 6:00 pm in
the sanctuary with Dell’s combined
production of the kids and the Bell
Choir, followed by our tasting party
in Fellowship Hall along with Jesus’
birthday party and hopefully, a visit
from Santa. Members will be asked
to bring finger foods (sandwiches,
dips, cookies, etc) and punch and
birthday cake will be furnished.
December 10th is the Rebekah’s
Christmas dinner/meeting at 6:30 pm
Hostesses for this event are Gisela
and Mecy. All ladies of the church
are invited and asked to bring a favorite dish to share.
December 24th—Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service, 6:00 pm
Open to the public.

THUNDER ALLEY will have
their final get together on
Tuesday night, December
11th, before they break for
the holidays.

HANDBELL CHOIR….will be

playing on Sunday, 9th, for our
Family Night Christmas. They
will break for the holidays after
this performance . If you have
an extra hour once a week on
Monday evening at 6:00 pm,
come join us, This is a fun group
to know.

SUNSHINE SCHOOL administrators
and teachers took time out from
their classrooms to prepare their
traditional thanksgiving dinner for
all the parents and grandparents.
This is always a big treat for the
kids to invite these special guests
to their school and have lunch with
them.
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The Christmas Poinsettias will
be delivered to FCC on
December 10th
If you would like to reserve one
to be placed in our sanctuary in
memory of a loved one or to
honor someone special, order
forms will be available in the front vestibule or in your
Sunday morning bulletins.
Please complete these and place in the morning
offering plates with your check in the amount of
$13.00 for each plant.

DECEMBER, 2018
ELDERS SERVING AT THE TABLE
December 2—Dell, Erica
December 9 - Cindy, Emily

MEALS ON WHEELS...in our continued support of the
Meals on Wheels’ program in Durant, FCC has made a $250
contribution for the Christmas gift boxes that are distributed
each year along with the meals. This money comes from Dorothy Floyd’s fund that was set up years ago to help with outreach programs. We are glad to be able to help a little with
this project each year and thankful for the Floyd family’s generosity.

‘SHOP WITH A COP’ PROGRAM...this year we are joining
forces with our CWF/Rebekahs’ Circle in adding an additional
$1,000 to help with their annual Christmas project. Dell and
Dr. Erica presented this gift to Brad Nelson last week to show
our support

December 16—Erica, Cindy
December 23—Helen, Cindy
December 30—John, Helen
HEAD USHER
Jack Skaggs

COMMUNION PREPARATION
Mecy and Judy

IN OUR SHARED PRAYERS
Maudie Anderson
Calera Manor, #408, P. O. Box 367, Calera 74730

Joyce Bennett
John Bockmann
DECORATING OF THE SANCTUARY...was done last Sunday immediately following worship. Those who helped were
Dell, Mike, AJ, Ted, Jack, Chance, Andy and several Thunder Alley guys; however, without these gals, it couldn’t have been
done— Emily, Cindy, Charlene, Modra, Erica, Jane, Mary, Mecy,
Billie, Gisela, Dana, Judy, LaWana, Tara and her friend (everyone
hustled right in there and got it done). Emily brought soup and there were plenty of
subways, chips, drinks and cookies to go
around. Thanks to all of you for giving up
your Sunday afternoon nap to help with this
BIG and FUN project!!!!

AS ALWAYS, WE HAVE THE MOST
BEAUTIFUL SANCTUARY
IN DURANT!

Dr.

Ken Elder

5023 W. 2nd, Stillwater 74074

Ann Flanagan
Dr. J. M. Gaskin
G.P. Gentry
Edith Peratta
A.J. Redman
Rosemary and Wallace Riddle
Andy’s mother, Ruth Shelton
Jean Sims
Glenna Wright
May you be blessed this
Christmas season.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS
TO ALL OF YOU!

