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the 400 silent years

“ ”
The Intertestamental Period is often known as the 400 silent years 
because no inspired prophet preached or wrote revelation during 

this period of time. Yet, the world changed in those 400 years. God 
providentially worked and purposefully moved in time and history 

to accomplish His great purpose in the revelation and 
the glory of the coming of Jesus Christ.

In your travels, have ever asked 
someone for directions and the 
person not only tells you the 
names of streets, but also points 
of reference? For example, “When 
you get to the grocery store, 
don’t turn there. Just keep going 
straight. When you get to the gas 
station, take a right.”

A point of reference is sometimes 
important when getting directions. 
Sometimes points of reference are 
marker spots or marker moments 
that help you know how best to 
proceed.

Certainly there was a huge point 
of reference in 1620, a landmark 
moment in American history when 
the Pilgrims’ ship, the Mayflower, 
landed at Plymouth Rock. 
The Pilgrims came to America 
with great expectation and 
anticipation of a new world with its 
opportunities and freedoms—in 
particular, religious freedom. 

The earliest roots of our 
Thanksgiving Day observance 
came from the Pilgrims and 

Governor William Bradford’s first 
Thanksgiving proclamation. From 
the landing at Plymouth Rock to 
Thanksgiving celebrations today, 
we can reference the date, 1620. 
You could say, ”From 1620 forward, 
the rest is history”—that is, 
American history.

Imagine for a moment that you 
fast-forward from 1620 to 2016 and 
take the same group of pilgrims 
to see Boston Harbor and the 
incredible city of Boston. Then 
imagine you move them down the 
shoreline to New York City and 
Manhattan, and into a taxi cab—
those same pilgrims who came to 
America on the Mayflower. Now 
imagine amid all the skyscrapers 
in Manhattan, the taxi stops in 
front of an amazing glass, sleek 
building towering into the sky and 
president-elect Donald Trump 
bounds toward them from Trump 
Tower with big flowing, blonde hair 
and a trench coat. How do think 
the Pilgraims would react to all 
these sights and changes?

THE INTERTESTAMENTAL PERIOD BETWEEN THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS
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Think about all the things that 
have happened in American 
history since the arrival of the 
Pilgrims—396 years of history from 
1620 to 2016. 

Why am I mentioning this? There 
were 400 years between the time 
Malachi spoke—the last of the 
inspired Old Testament prophets—
and the declaration of the angel 
and the advent of the Christ in 
the Gospel accounts. This 400-
year period is often referenced as 
“The Gap” or “Intertestamental 
Period”—approximately the 
same span of time from when the 
Pilgrims arrived at Plymouth Rock 
to today. 

THE 
INTERTESTAMENTAL PERIOD

(400 years)

The Intertestamental Period is 
often known as the 400 silent years 
because no inspired prophets were 
preaching and writing revelation 
during this period of time. 

Up to this time, God had spoken 
fully and completely to the nation 
of Israel and about things to come. 
Yet there was this period of history, 
this gap as though it were, that 
separated the world at the end 
of the Old Testament and the 
world at the beginning of the New 
Testament. 

At the end of Malachi, we have 
the anticipation of someone 
who is coming. Then in the New 
Testament Gospels, we have the 
declaration that someone has 
come. 

While this gap represents 400 
years of history, many people do 
not understand the significance 
of this time or the events that 
unfolded.

The world changed in those 400 
years, yet God was “setting the 
stage.” He providentially worked 
and purposefully moved in time 
and history to accomplish His great 
purpose in the revelation and 
the glory of the coming of Jesus 
Christ.

Given the fact we have spent the 
last few months walking together 
through the 12 Minor Prophets, I 
don’t think we can step over the 
gap between the Old and New 
Testaments without studying the 
significance of this time and place 
in history, and of God’s working 
and movement during those 400 
years.

When you go to a play, it is not 
uncommon to watch Act 1, then 
take a break—an intermission. 
When you return for Act 2, there 
are often completely different sets 
of scenery on stage for the events 
that will unfold the second half.

In much the same way, the 400-
year gap is the intermission 
between Act 1 and Act 2. By the 
way, God isn’t finished and it is not 
over yet.

There is, however, a connection 
between God’s Word and 
revelation in the book of Malachi 
(and other prophets), and God’s 
Word in the Gospels and New 
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Testament. Here are a few 
demonstrations of how to connect 
the Old and New Testaments: 

“Behold, I send My messenger, 
and he will prepare the way before 
Me” (Malachi 3:1a ESV).

“Remember the law of my servant 
Moses, the statutes and rules that 
I commanded him at Horeb for all 
Israel” (Malachi 4:4 ESV). 

“Behold, I will send you Elijah 
the prophet before the great and 
awesome day of the LORD comes. 
And he will turn the hearts of 
fathers to their children and the 
hearts of children to their fathers, 
lest I come and strike the land 
with a decree of utter destruction” 
(Malachi 4:5-6 ESV).

The Old Testament ends with 
anticipation to someone who is 
coming—a messenger, Elijah, who 
will prepare the way of the Lord. 
This messenger will to be used of 
God to prepare the hearts of the 
people to receive something that 
God is going to do.

Through our study of the Minor 
Prophets, we know the Old 
Testament history of Israel. The 
people in Israel built a magnificent 
city and an amazing Temple for 
worship. Ultimately, the substance 
of their labor was plundered and 
destroyed, and the Israelites were 
scattered and taken to other parts 
of the world. When the people 
re-gathered at the end of the Old 
Testament and resettled in the 

land, the text goes silent for 400 
years until we read… 

“So all the generations from 
Abraham to David were fourteen 
generations, and from David 
to the deportation to Babylon 
fourteen generations, and from 
the deportation to Babylon to 
the Christ fourteen generations” 
(Matthew 1:17 ESV).

The book of Matthew tells us 
about the genealogy of Jesus—
the son of Abraham, the son 
of David—and compresses the 
generations into “bundles” of 14. 

In the gospel of Mark, we read:

“The beginning of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As 
it is written in Isaiah the prophet, 
‘Behold, I send My messenger 
before Your face, who will prepare 
Your way, the voice of one crying 
in the wilderness: “Prepare 
the way of the LORD, make His 
paths straight.”’ John appeared, 
baptizing in the wilderness 
and proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins” (Mark 1:1-4 ESV). 

Look at Luke, the third New 
Testament book: 

“And he will turn many of the 
children of Israel to the Lord their 
God, and he will go before Him 
in the spirit and power of Elijah, 
to turn the hearts of the fathers to 
the children, and the disobedient 
to the wisdom of the just, to 
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make ready for the Lord a people 
prepared” (Luke 1:16-17 ESV).

After 400 years of silence, 
movement begins again. Someone 
is being used in the spirit of Elijah. 
Even Jesus Himself said this as He 
looked back to this period of time: 

“For all the Prophets and the Law 
prophesied until John, and if you 
are willing to accept it, he is Elijah 
who is to come. He who has ears 
to hear, let him hear” (Matthew 
11:13-15 ESV).

Through these portions of 
Scripture (Malachi, Matthew, Mark, 
Luke), we learn the Old Testament 
ends with the anticipation of 
a messenger and the New 
Testament tells us the messenger 
has come.

The messenger’s name is John. 
With the birth and ministry of 
John the Baptist, time begins 
to tick again as we hear the 
announcement and approach of 
the arrival of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ.

The story of history is, in effect, 
His story. It’s the story of Christ 
from B.C. to A.D. and everything in 
between because God was and is 
moving and working. 

Daniel, the Old Testament 
prophet, predicts for us 
what happens between the 
announcement in Malachi—John 
will come—and the announcement 
in Matthew—John has come. 
Empires rise and fall, and specific 

groups of people rule. And 
through it all, we see the hand of 
God.

____________________________

 “Though the voice of God was 
silent, the hand of God was 
actively directing the course of 
events during these centuries.” 
—John MacArthur Study Bible 
____________________________

Although we don’t hear the 
voice of God, but we cannot 
deny the hand of God was active 
and working based upon the 
prophecies in Daniel. On this side 
of history, we know everything that 
was prophesied became true.

The following is a quick time line of 
the 400 years from the final words 
of Malachi in the Old Testament to 
the announcement of the coming 
of Christ in the New Testament:

HISTORICAL TIME LINE 
OF THE SILENT YEARS

Daniel 2 & 7

Persians  538 B.C. 
Greeks  333 B.C.
Egyptians  323 B.C.
Syrians  204 B.C.  
Maccabees  165 B.C.
Romans  63 B.C.

In 538, the Persians, with Cyrus as 
their ruler, took over the kingdom 
of Babylon. Jews who were living 
in dispersion and exile in Babylon 
were given the privilege and 
opportunity to go back to their 
homeland to rebuild the city of 
Jerusalem.
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Nehemiah tells us the story about 
the Temple wall reconstruction. 
We also read about the Temple 
reconstruction in Ezra, Haggai, 
Zechariah and Malachi.

After a few centuries, there was a 
massive campaign by the Greeks 
in 333 B.C. Their leader conquered 
the known world of his day. At 
age 30, he was the youngest 
conqueror recorded in history 
to that time. You don’t have to 
be a great historian to know his 
name—Alexander the Great. It has 
been said that he cried because 
there were no more kingdoms to 
conquer. 

One of the most amazing things 
about Alexander the Great was 
that he not only conquered 
the world, he mass-produced 
the Greek culture. He took the 
thoughts and philosophies of the 
greatest Greek minds including 
Aristotle, Plato, and Socrates, and 
permeated the world with them. 
This affected governments and 
government systems throughout 
the world.

Hellenism is the population and 
propagation of Greek culture 
around the world, and this period 
of time is known as the Hellenistic 
Period. 

In 323 B.C., as Greece and the 
kingdom of Alexander began to 
break down and weaken, a group 
of Egyptians, the Ptolemies, took 
over Palestine. In fact, this was 
the beginning of the longest 
period of rule in Israel’s history. In 

museums of antiquity, you will find 
information about Ptolemy, the 
Ptolemaic Era, their kingdom, and 
their rule in Egypt. They occupied, 
oversaw and ran things in Palestine 
until…

In 204 B.C., the Syrians plundered 
the land of Israel and oppressed 
the Jews. This was a great period 
of suffering and persecution 
under a maniacal and tyrannical 
leader, Antiochus Epiphanies. 
He literally went into the Temple 
that was rebuilt during the time 
of Zerrubabal, Haggai, Zachariah 
and Malachi; and desecrated 
the Temple, sacrificing a pig on 
the altar of the Holy of Holies. 
Antiochus Epiphanies did 
everything he could to distort, 
suppress and degrade Judaism 
and Jewish worship.

After a period of time, the 
Jews fought back. Under the 
leadership of the old priest 
Matthias, the Maccabees (Jewish 
zealots) revolted and resisted 
the Syrians. There was a long 
period of struggle under this 
Maccabean period, but eventually, 
the Maccabees prevailed and 
reoccupied the land. And not 
only did they prevail, they were 
able to rededicate the Temple 
that had been desecrated. This 
re-dedication is referenced in the 
Gospel of John:

“At that time the Feast of Dedication 
took place at Jerusalem. It was 
winter and Jesus was walking in 
the temple, in the colonnade of 
Solomon” (John 10:22-23 ESV).
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What is the Feast of Dedication? It 
is a feast rooted in the Maccabean 
Period with the re-dedication of 
the Temple. Everything in the 
Temple had to be handled very 
carefully because everything in the 
Temple was holy. The dedication 
of the Temple was to be an eight-
day celebration. However, supplies 
were scarce and there was not 
enough oil to keep the flames of 
the menorah burning beyond a 
single day. But the oil lasted for 
eight nights and it has became 
one of the most significant Jewish 
celebrations, even though it is not 
necessarily a religious celebration.  
It is the Feast of Dedication. It is 
the Festival of Lights. We know it 
as Hanukkah. 

Hanukkah is significant in the 
civil life of Israel and in the 
reoccupation and re-dedication of 
the Temple. This year, Hanukkah 
will begin December 24 and end 
January 1, so Jews and Christians 
alike will be celebrating this season 
of the year together. And all this 
goes back to the Maccabean 
Period between the Old and New 
Testaments.

In 63 B.C., the Romans marched in 
Palestine, occupied the land and 
set up a civil government. 

Pompeii conquered Palestine and 
brought it under Roman rule, but 
it was his rival and successor, Julius 
Caesar, who appointed Antipater 
to rule over this area. Antipater 
ultimately appointed the family of 
the Herods to rule, and Herod the 
Great was the ruler at the time of 
Christ.

CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS 
DURING THE SILENT YEARS

As you might imagine, many things 
were happening culturally given 
each successive ruler and group 
during this 400-year period. Each 
left their “footprints” and legacies 
on the culture, but all were used 
providentially of God to set the 
stage for the arrival of the Messiah. 

What are some of the cultural 
developments among the Jews 
that were part of God’s plan and 
purpose for what was to come?

Scribes

When the Jews were in the city 
of Jerusalem and worshiped in 
the Temple, a priestly system 
of worship was in place. The 
priests performed all the religious 
ceremonies and functions, 
representing the people to God 
and God to the people. But 
after Jerusalem was destroyed, 
plundered, and Jews were 
dispersed, the Jews didn’t have a 
way in which they could participate 
in a priestly system of worship. 
As a result, during their years of 
captivity in Babylon, the role of the 
scribes developed. 

The scribes guarded and guided 
the people in disseminating 
and explaining the precepts of 
God. The scribes took the Old 
Testament law of Moses and taught 
it in the oral tradition. Remember, 
everyone didn’t have a pocket New 
Testament or multiple translations 
of the Bible like we do today.
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Through their teaching, the scribes 
tried to maintain the exclusive 
worship of the one true God 
among the Jewish people during 
their captivity. So during the 400 
silent years, we see the rise and 
impact of the scribes.

Speech

I mentioned earlier that Alexander 
the Great mass-produced the 
Greek culture. One of these 
cultural affects was the unification 
of the language. Prior to Alexander 
the Great, people living in the 
various regions around the world 
spoke different languages. Under 
Alexander the Great, the people 
were brought together under 
one common language, koine 
[common] Greek.

Greek was the language used in 
commerce, trade and travel in 
much the same way English is used 
today in the world. Today, you can 
go anywhere in the world where 
people have a primary tongue, and 
many of them will know English as 
a second language.

The Greek language is the most 
specific, articulate, and highly 
constructed language in the world. 
In medical textbooks, the 
majority of the words are rooted 
in the Greek language due its 
specificity—something very useful 
for medical function and practice.

For example, pneumonia is a word 
often used to describe a common 
lung disease whereby someone 
is unable to breathe due to fluid 

and congestion in the lungs. This 
word comes from the Greek word, 
pneuma, which means spirit, wind
or breath. So pneumonia is the 
obstruction of the breath. 

The understanding of the Greek 
language was significant during 
this period of time because it 
set the stage for something very 
important… 

Septuagint

The Septuagint is the Greek 
translation of the Hebrew Bible. 
While the Hebrews maintained 
the exclusivity of their Bible in the 
Hebrew language—the Law and 
Prophets—it was during the 400 
silent years the Hebrew Bible was 
translated into Greek. 

Gentiles, who otherwise would not 
have known about the Hebrews, 
learned about their prophets 
and promises. How did the wise 
men from the east know to visit 
the Christ? They read and knew 
the Scriptures. How did non-
Jews know the promises of the 
Jews? Because of the population 
and propagation of the Greek 
language. 

To this day, the Septuagint is a 
common point of clarification and 
validation for consistency between 
Hebrew writings and the Greek 
translation.

It was also during this period of 
time that the Essenes, a sectarian 
community living near the Dead 
Sea, began to carefully copy and 
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preserve the Hebrew Bible for 
Hebrews living within a Greek 
culture. And in 1947, a young 
shepherd boy threw some rocks 
in some caves, broke a pot, and 
found what is known today as the 
Dead Sea Scrolls. 

The Dead Sea Scrolls validated 
both the Hebrew Bible and what 
was written in the Septuagint. This 
discovery validated the prophets, 
Isaiah, Malachi and Daniel. And 
these Old Testament prophets told 
about the arrival of Christ centuries 
before Christ was born. 

Don’t let anyone tell you there is 
nothing to be believed in the Bible 
or that the Bible is just a bunch 
of lies, myths and fables. There 
is no document in antiquity that 
compares with the validation and 
the manuscript evidence we have 
for the Bible. 

Synagogues

The word, synagogue, is not 
present in the Old Testament. Yet, 
when you open the pages of the 
New Testament, synagogues are 
everywhere.  

With the absence of a temple, 
Jews established teaching centers 
throughout Israel and the ancient 
world in order to preserve their 
Jewish culture, practice and 
faith. Synagogues were simply 
teaching centers for Jewish faith 
and practice. In these synagogues, 
Jews studied the Scriptures. And 
in the course of time, the early 
Christian apostles and followers 

of Christ went to the synagogues 
to  teach how the prophecies of 
ancient prophets were fulfilled in 
Jesus Christ.

Sanhedrin

The Sanhedrin was a self-ruling 
body under Roman rule, but they 
ruled the Jews from within their 
own sect. They were the supreme 
civil and religious tribunal—similar 
to a Supreme Court for the Jewish 
nation. It was this group who 
ultimately brought the charges 
and accusations against Jesus, and 
then demanded the Romans put 
Him to death under their law. 

Sadducees and Pharisees

Sadducees and Pharisees were 
religious entities that formed 
during the 400 silent years and 
appear in the New Testament. 
Both groups tried to establish 
themselves as a part of the Jewish 
religious system. 

The Pharisees rose during the 
Maccabean period and were very 
strict in their traditions, practices 
and formality. They wanted every 
Jew to live by the letter of the law 
and they were constantly trying to 
impact Jews with their beliefs. 

The Sadducees maintained 
the oral traditions of the Old 
Testament, but they ultimately 
did not believe in supernatural 
miracles. There was a factionalism 
that existed throughout the 
ministry of Jesus between the 
Sadducees and Pharisees, and 
Jesus addressed them frequently. 
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Streets

Have you ever heard the phrase, all 
roads lead to Rome?

The Romans built the infrastructure 
for travel in the ancient world. 
Though many people traveled by 
sea prior to Roman rule, there was 
not an ability to be connected by 
land until Rome began to move 
their armies. The Romans built 
massive byways and passageways 
throughout the ancient world. 

Today, you can go to amazing 
archaeological places and see the 
infrastructure that Rome built. It is 
phenomenal to see. From running 
water to paved streets, Rome did 
it all. 

God used the infrastructure of the 
Romans to create the pathways 
through which the gospel of the 
Good News—that Christ had risen 
from dead— was communicated 
and scattered throughout the 
world.

* * *

All this was a part of the cultural 
development and background that 
unfolded in that day. And in the 
midst of this, Jews were still living 
with hope, anticipation and desire 
to see God fulfill His purposes and 
promises to His people. 

As I mentioned earlier, the Old 
Testament prophet, Daniel, 
described this as a part of the 
comprehensive work of God in 
preparing the way for His King and 
His kingdom.

“And in the days of those kings 
the God of heaven will set up 
a kingdom that shall never be 
destroyed, nor shall the kingdom 
be left to another people. It shall 
break in pieces all these kingdoms 
and bring them to an end, and it 
shall stand forever” (Daniel 2:44 
ESV).

Literally, Daniel is saying that 
kingdoms will rise and fall, but 
God is going to establish a 
kingdom that is a forever kingdom. 
Of course, all of this is looking 
forward to the arrival of Jesus, the 
King who was promised in the Old 
Testament.

Between the Old and New 
Testaments, you can almost hear 
the echo, O come, O come, 
Immanuel. O come, O come, 
Immanuel—the Messiah, the 
Promised One.

Knowing this background, 
suddenly passages of Scripture like 
Galatians 4:4-5 explode for us:

“But when the fullness of time 
had come, God sent forth His 
Son, born of woman, born under 
the law, to redeem those who 
were under the law, so that we 
might receive adoption as sons.” 
(Galatians 4:4-5 ESV). 

What was the fullness of time? It 
was what was happening during 
these 400 years. The writer of 
Hebrews said it this way: 

“Long ago, at many times and 
in many ways, God spoke to our 
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fathers by the prophets, but in 
these last days He has spoken to 
us by His Son” (Hebrews 1:1-2a 
ESV).

God spoke… and then there was a 
pause.

Continuing in Hebrews, God said 
of Christ, His Son,

…“whom He appointed the heir 
of all things, through whom also 
He created the world. He is the 
radiance of the glory of God and 
the exact imprint of His nature, and 
He upholds the universe by the 
word of His power. After making 
purification for sins, He sat down 
at the right hand of the Majesty on 
high” (Hebrews 1:2b-3 ESV).

This is Jesus! This was God’s plan 
in the advent, in the revelation of 
the Baby who would cry and break 
the silence in Bethlehem. 

God foretold what He was going 
to do and then He was silent, 
but God would not remain silent. 
Christ came to earth “when the 
fullness of time had come.”

In this season, we will stand and 
sing and worship and proclaim not 
just the birth of a Baby, but also 
the arrival of God who took on 
human flesh, who lived and walked 
among us, who lived a sinless life, 
who died in our place on the cross, 
who was buried, who rose again, 
who ascended into heaven, and 
with whom we have the promise 
that He will come again someday.

I am not sharing the historical 
and cultural time line of the 400 
silent years to impress you with 
my knowledge. I am sharing this 
information because even when 
God is silent, it doesn’t mean God 
has quit working. 

There may be silent places and 
spaces you go through in your life, 
but the God who was working and 
moving throughout history is still 
working and moving in your life 
today.

PERSONAL INSIGHTS 
FROM THE SILENT YEARS

Silence can be difficult. Have you 
ever known silence to be awkward? 
… times when you don’t know 
what to say? Even Jesus knew and 
experienced silence from heaven: 

“My God, My God, why have You 
forsaken Me? Why are You so far 
from saving Me, from the words of 
My groaning? O My God, I cry by 
day, but You do not answer, and 
by night, but I find no rest “ (Psalm 
22:1-2 ESV).

Have you had moments like this 
before? Can you echo these verses 
in your life today?  

These words are familiar to us 
because Jesus cried out from the 
cross, “My God, My God, why 
have You forsaken Me?” (Matthew 
27:46b ESV).

Even the sinless, Son of God who 
came to fulfill the purpose of God 
experienced silence on this side of 
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heaven. Don’t be surprised when 
you experience it too. And when 
you do, let me remind you of some 
things to give you encouragement 
and hope.

While God’s promises may 
be delayed, they are never 

diminished with time. 

When God waits, it doesn’t mean 
God has stopped speaking or has 
forgotten you. Delay never means 
God has ceased in His work. 

Yes, it was 400 years between 
when Malachi said, “I am sending 
a messenger,” and when the angel 
announced the messenger [John 
the Baptist] had come. But in real 
time, God began to complete the 
work He started back in Israel in 
Bethlehem of old. God will still 
fulfill what He has appointed in a 
time and a day yet to come.

Although the Bible is a book of 
history and prophecy, it is also a 
book filled with promises for you.

“The grass withers, the flower 
fades, but the word of our God will 
stand forever” (Isaiah 40:8 ESV). 

Do not assume that just because 
God delays, He is not working to 
fulfill His promise in your life. In 
fact, the greatest promise God is 
ever to fulfill is still awaiting you 
through death’s doorway when you 
experience the resurrection of life 
in Jesus Christ. 

The sovereignty of God 
permits the silence of God.
____________________________

 “God is said to be absolutely 
free, because no one and no 
thing can hinder Him or compel 
Him or stop Him. He is able 
to do as He pleases always, 
everywhere, forever.” 

    —A.W. Tozer

____________________________

Because of who God is, God 
doesn’t always explain Himself to 
us. You will have some “off-road” 
experiences with God, times when 
you cannot explain where you are 
going, what is happening and what 
is unfolding in your life. You may 
pray, “God help me. I need some 
guidance here.” Yet, God is silent.

Frankly, God’s silence can nearly 
drive you crazy. Andrew Peterson, 
a marvelous vocalist and musician, 
wrote the following in a song 
titled, The Silence of God:

____________________________

It’s enough to drive a man crazy, 
it’ll break a man’s faith

It’s enough to make him wonder, 
if he’s ever been sane

When he’s bleating for comfort 
from Thy staff and Thy rod

And the Heaven’s only answer 
is the silence of God.

____________________________

When this happens in your life, 
remember who God is and 
remember His sovereignty. 

“Oh, the depth of the riches 
and wisdom and knowledge of 
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God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments and how inscrutable 
His ways! ‘For who has known the 
mind of the LORD, or who has 
been His counselor?’” (Romans 
11:33-34 ESV).

“For My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways 
My ways, declares the LORD. For 
as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are My ways higher than 
your ways and My thoughts than 
your thoughts (Isaiah 55:8-9 ESV).

Sometimes when you do not 
hear from or understand God, 
remember it is not what God does 
that makes you secure in life; it is 
who He is no matter what you face 
in life.

Silence doesn’t require distance; 
it can reflect intimacy. 

Sometimes silence happens when 
there is distance. When you are 
not with someone, you don’t hear 
from them. Right? But sometimes, 
silence can be the greatest 
expression of intimacy. It is when 
you don’t have to say anything to 
the other person because you are 
together.

My wife and I begin each day 
sitting in bed and drinking a cup 
of coffee. Honestly, these are not 
moments when there is a lot of 
chatter. “Thank you” is the extent 
of our conversation, directed 
to the one who got up to pour 
and serve the coffee. But just 
being together and enjoying that 
“nectar of the gods” is amazing. 

Eventually, we will start talking and 
sharing, but typically that doesn’t 
happen until we have sat in each 
other’s presence and shared 
something we both enjoy.

When God is silent, it doesn’t 
mean He is absent. Sometimes He 
wants you to discover His nearness 
in the silence. 

“Be still, and know that I am God” 
(Psalm 46:10a ESV).

God may want you to simply be 
still and contemplate who He is. 

God may seem silent, 
but His work is never dormant 

in your life.

It may seem that God is silent and 
His voice has grown soft, but His 
work is never dormant in your life.

In the New Testament book of 
Philippians, there is an incredible, 
delightful letter written from the 
Apostle Paul to a group of people 
with whom Paul helped start a 
church. They had a rough start, 
though. When Paul and Silas, 
Paul’s traveling companion, came 
to town, they were beaten and 
put in prison. There was great 
resistance and persecution. Paul 
probably should have written 
Philippi off as a place where he 
never wanted to go again. 

However, in writing a letter back 
to the Philippians, Paul wrote 
over and over about joy. Here is 
a portion at the beginning of the 
letter:
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“And I am sure of this, that He 
who began a good work in you will 
bring it to completion at the day 
of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to 
feel this way about you all, because 
I hold you in my heart, for you are 
all partakers with me of grace, 
both in my imprisonment and in 
the defense and confirmation of 
the gospel (Philippians 1:6-7 ESV). 

The Apostle Paul was saying to 
those in Philippi that God was 
working even though they didn’t 
see or feel it, or when everything 
seemed wrong. And God is not 
finished with you either. He will 
fulfill His promises to His people. 

The silent years may not be unique 
to some dusty time in antiquity. 
Are you living with God’s silence 
today? 

If so, I pray God, through His spirit, 
will speak to your heart and say, 
“Even in My silence, you can trust 
My providence. You never have to 
doubt My presence in your life.”

[ l \ 

Lord, I thank You for all that we 
have read and studied today. 

Father, I realize the amount of 
information given today could 
clutter the message, but I pray 
You will use it to give us a point 
of reference of what You did and 
ultimately, of who You are and 
what You are doing. 

God, I pray You will use this time, 
this place, this moment to let us 
realize that You brought us here to 
give us this message as a point of 
reference for a silent space in our 
lives. 

I pray, Father, that You would 
remind us and cause us to see that 
You are powerful, wise and perfect 
in all Your ways. I pray we would go 
from this place singing, “We are 
the sons and daughters of God.”

Father, I pray for an opportunity 
that will unfold right now for 
response in our hearts to Your 
Word. We never want to receive 
the imprint of the truth of 
Scripture without some expression 
of surrender. So whether our 
response is private, personal or 
public, I pray for Your movement 
and Your work in this place. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.
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