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HOPE RISING 
DESPITE RELIGIOUS

PRACTICE AND TRADITION

Romans 2:17–3:8

Security is important, and there are 
many examples where we need to feel 
and be secure in day-to-day life.

Economic security is just one example. 
We need adequate money to meet 
obligations and provide for our families. 
Yet the unsettled nature of our current 
economy is something that can make 
us very insecure.

Job security is also important. We go 
to work each day believing we are 
going to keep working this week, next 
week and the following months. But if 
we live with constant job insecurity, it 
can be devastating and traumatic.

We need marital security. We need to 
know the spouses with whom we love 
and live are growing with us in healthy 
and trustworthy relationships. 

We are secure when there is the 
absence of threat, fear or danger in our 
lives. Ultimately, we are secure when 
we live with a sense of confidence and 
peace. We all need security.

I heard a story about a man who had 
been “casing” a house for some time. 
Concluding the owners were away, he 
broke in to privilege himself to some of 
their possessions. As he made his way 
through the house, he suddenly heard 
a voice say, “I see you and Jesus sees 
you.” 

He stopped and thought, “What is 
that?”

He looked around the dark room and 
heard the voice again, “I see you and 
Jesus sees you.” 

He turned his flashlight in the direction 
of the sound and noticed a parrot in a 
bird cage. 

Again he heard, “I see you and Jesus 
sees you.”

He laughed to himself and said, “Oh, 
shut up.” 

As he turned around to resume his 
inspection, he immediately met with 
a Doberman Pincher standing right in 
front of him. Then came the words he 
would never forget, “Sic ‘em, Jesus!”

A moment of security? This man 
experienced false security when reality 
hit. And it is the same in our lives.
There is a fine line between truly being 
secure and dealing with false security.  
False security can be a devastating and 
disastrously thing. 

How many people have purchased 
automobiles only to learn after an 
incident or an accident, the vehicles 
were unsafe? 

What about those people who devote 
many years of their lives investing and 
preparing for retirement only have their 
life savings lost or obliterated by an 
untrustworthy individual?

Maybe you purchased a product that 
was so well presented and yet, so 
poorly constructed and delivered. 

Insecurity is a serious thing.

However, in all the areas of life where 
security matters, nowhere does it 
matter more than in spiritual security. 
We should not live with false security 
when it comes to our spiritual lives and 
our relationship with God.

I am convinced many people live with 
a false security concerning spiritual 
matters—thinking, believing, hoping, 
trusting in things that are frankly, not 
secure. 

As we make our way through the book 
of Romans, the Apostle Paul addresses 
this issue of false security. 

Romans 1:18-32 
Pagan with perverted religion
(worshiped/served creature rather than 
Creator)
The pagan is a person who has a 
perverted relation. He has worshipped 
the creature rather than the Creator. All 
are judged by God.

Romans 2:1-16 
Hypocrite with pretense as religion 
(in passing judgment on others, 
condemn yourself)
The hypocrite is someone who has 
pretense as religion. Though they 
pass judgment on others (thinking 
they are better than others), they 
condemn themselves given the fact 
they have knowledge of the truth. It is 
a presence—a false and inerrant faith.  

Romans 2:17–3:8
Jews with powerless religion 
(if law is broken, circumcision becomes 
uncircumcision)
The Apostle Paul talks about Jews 
having a powerless religion: 

“But if you call yourself a Jew and rely 
on the law and boast in God and know 
his will and approve what is excellent, 
because you are instructed from the 
law; and if you are sure that you yourself 
are a guide to the blind, a light to those 
who are in darkness, an instructor of the 
foolish, a teacher of children, having in 
the law the embodiment of knowledge 
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and truth— you then who teach others, 
do you not teach yourself? While you 
preach against stealing, do you steal? 
You who say that one must not commit 
adultery, do you commit adultery? You 
who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 
You who boast in the law dishonor God 
by breaking the law. For, as it is written, 
‘The name of God is blasphemed 
among the Gentiles because of you.’ 
For circumcision indeed is of value 
if you obey the law, but if you break 
the law, your circumcision becomes 
uncircumcision” (Romans 2:17-25 ESV, 
underline added for emphasis).

“For no one is a Jew who is merely 
one outwardly, nor is circumcision 
outward and physical. But a Jew is one 
inwardly, and circumcision is a matter 
of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the 
letter. His praise is not from man but 
from God” (Romans 2:28-29 ESV).

Our security comes from a life that 
is approved by God. It doesn’t matter 
what man’s opinion or approval may be 
or how we fit within the system of man 
or religion. What matters is whether or 
not we are approved by God. 

Paul did not write this section of 
Romans because of a persuasion 
toward anti-Semitism. He was 
anything but anti-Semitic. Paul was 
a Jew who had been indoctorinated 
into the orthodoxy, ordinances and 
observations of the Jewish people 
during his day. There was no stricter 
Jew than Paul. Utimately, Paul had a 
great burden for his own people. He 
feared the Jews had false security due 
to some things in their lives.

Paul said, “For I could wish that I 
myself were accursed and cut off from 
Christ for the sake of my brothers, 
my kinsmen according to the flesh” 
(Romans 9:3 ESV). 

Paul goes on to say, “Brothers, my 
heart’s desire and prayer to God for 
them [Israel] is that they may be saved” 
(Romans 10:1 ESV).

There have been moments in Christian 
history when even Christians, in the 
name of the church, have perpetrated 

great crimes against the Jewish 
people. Throughout history, tyrannical 
governments and other groups have 
tried to blame the issues of the world 
on the Jew. 

Paul’s passion was not a hatred of 
the Jew; it was a concern about false 
security. The Jews were a particular 
people. They were special. We cannot 
read, study or understand the Bible 
apart from an understanding of the 
Jewish focus and heritage of the 
Bible. We have to understand Judaism 
because the Bible is ultimately through 
the lens of God’s view with the Jew. 

Sometimes Christians, churches or 
evangelicals are accused of trying to 
convert Jews. However, Gentiles are 
the ones who have converted. We 
are the ones who have embraced the 
faith of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and 
Joseph in the covenant of God. What 
we have tried to do is understand and 
to ultimately affirm the truth of the 
Jewish Messiah, Jesus Christ. 

Jesus was not the first Christian. Jesus 
was a Jew. He was the fulfillment of 
the promises to the Jew. All 12 of His 
disciples, His apostles and including 
Paul, were Jews. All of the early church 
and the early movement was with a 
group of people who are called Jews 
because they read the prophets of old 
and affirmed the truth of the profits in 
Jesus Christ, the Jewish Messiah.

“The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; those who 
dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on 
them has light shone… For to us a child 
is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase 
of his government and of peace there 
will be no end, on the throne of David 
and over his kingdom, to establish it 
and to uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time forth and 
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of 
hosts will do this (Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 ESV). 

The Bible is very clear that God’s 
plan, God’s purposes, all of this have 

unfolded through the Jew culminating 
in the Jewish Messiah, Jesus. 
Therefore what Paul is trying to say 
in this passage of Scripture is that the 
Jew is blessed of God, but God expects 
more than just His blessing upon His 
people. God expects a response from 
the heart of His people.

Here is the point of the passage: 
Jewish advantage does not mean 
Jewish advance. Just because the 
Jews have had an advantage does not 
mean that they already have a “get out 
of jail free card” and that they are not 
guilty as the rest of the world and that 
they have an automatic advance in the 
kingdom of God, into place in heaven. 

Did God provide a path and a pattern 
for the Jew? Yes He did and He used 
the Jew to provide the path and pattern 
for the whole world. Jewish advantage 
does not mean Jewish advance. 

Paul wants to expose four false 
securities that mark Judaism in his 
day and frankly I think therefore false 
securities that marked the lives of many 
people who are listening to me today. 
You don’t have to know a lot about 
the Jewish heritage and history of the 
Bible to understand pretty quickly the 
significance of what I am trying to say 
to you in this message today.

What were those four false securities 
that Paul points out in Romans 2? 
Beginning in verse 17 and working 
through, here are the four things. You 
have false security because of your
(1) heritage 
(2) instruction 
(3) experience 
(4) ritual 

While each of these may, in fact, be 
great benefits to have, every one of 
them is powerless to save. Salvation is 
something that happens in the heart. 
That is why Paul says,

But a Jew is one inwardly, and 
circumcision is a matter of the heart, by 
the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is 
not from man but from God (Romans 
2:29 ESV). 
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He is trying to separate between a 
religious system with all that is involved 
in it and the false security that provides, 
and a true relationship with God that is 
found through His work of grace on our 
behalf, a work of salvation. 

Let’s look at each one of these and 
understand them in the clearest sense 
as to how they relate to the text. 

1. HERITAGE is a valued gift, 
not a shared gift. 

You can have of great family heritage of 
faith, but that isn’t automatically yours. 
It is a benefit to you, it is a blessing to 
you. That is what he says in verse 17: 

“But if you call yourself a Jew and rely 
on the law and boast in God… Then 
what advantage has the Jew? Or what 
is the value of circumcision? Much in 
every way. To begin with, the Jews 
were entrusted with the oracles of 
God” (Romans 2:17, 3:1-2 ESV).

God has in fact provided you on 
opportunity. God has given you 
something that is a part of His plan for 
you. What is God’s plan for the Jew?

God had a plan and a purpose for His 
people, Israel, that particular people 
would become a purposeful people that 
all of the nations of the world would be 
blessed through these people because 
all people would know the grace of 
God and the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
God wanted to reveal His name and 
God wanted to reveal His glory among 
the nations. The way that He did it was 
with the Jews.

It goes all the way back to the book of 
Genesis 12. There we meet the pivotal 
figure in the book of Genesis, a man by 
the name of Abraham.

If any of you have been watching the 
historical drama that has been on 
recently called The Bible on Sunday 
evenings, you know that they did a 
great pretty significant feature on the 
life of Abraham. Why? Abraham is the 
father of the Jew. Abraham is the one 
with whom God made a covenant of 

blessing to the world.

The term, Jew, actually speaks to the 
group of people who are descendents 
of one of the 12 tribes of Israel—
those of Judah, the remnant that was 
preserved throughout all of history. 
They also lived in the region called 
Judea. So when you talk about a Jew, 
you are talking about nationalism, 
the nationality of the people and the 
uniqueness of this people among all 
peoples. Sometimes they are called 
Hebrews because they speak the 
Hebrew language. So sometimes 
people identify them by their language. 

Other times you hear them identified 
as Israeli and the Israelites are the 
people who live in the land of Israel. So 
Israel or Israelites has to do with the 
land, Hebrew or Hebrews has to do 
with the language. Jew has to do with 
the people themselves. These were 
the people of promise. These were the 
people of purpose. 

“Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from 
your country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land that I will 
show you. And I will make of you a 
great nation, and I will bless you and 
make your name great, so that you will 
be a blessing. I will bless those who 
bless you, and him who dishonors you 
I will curse, and in you all the families of 
the earth shall be blessed’” (Genesis 
12:1-3 ESV). 

The Abrahamic Covenant makes it very 
clear that God had a plan of blessing 
for the world through this man who 
we meet and know as Abraham. There 
was only one problem. When God 
made this promise to Abraham, he 
and his wife Sarah had a problem. Do 
you know what the problem was? No 
children. They were childless. 

Sarah’s womb had been barren. They 
were a family of great love, but a family 
who struggled because they had no 
heirs and no inheritance. God said, 
“Abraham you are going to be a man 
who is going to father a nation.”

There was another problem. Not only 

did God give them the promise, but 
time went by and all that happened in 
Abraham’s life, well what happens in 
your life as time goes by? Month after 
month, year after year, what happens 
to you? You get older. Abraham and 
Sarah were right at 100 years of age 
and no baby, so obviously Sarah thinks 
this isn’t happening. There is no way 
this would ever happen. That is not 
natural. That is not normal. But God 
moved against the normal course of 
things to fulfill a promise that He made 
to a man. 

Although in their years when they 
thought not only were they barren, but 
they were impossible, they believed 
God and God gave them a son. That 
son’s name was Isaac and from Isaac 
came Jacob and from Jacob came 12 
sons. The 12 sons of Jacob became 
the 12 tribes of Israel. Then the people 
of Israel marked their place on the 
planet and God used them to fulfill His 
purpose to the coming of Christ even 
to the church today.

That is the story of the Bible. You 
can’t read the Bible and miss this part 
of the story. They had an amazing 
heritage, but though they had an 
amazing heritage, the tragedy was that 
in Paul’s day, many of them believed 
that their heritage was sort of like their 
automatic right to heaven. Because 
they were Jewish, they kind of just had 
a bypass system from everybody else 
to just go to heaven. The problem that 
Paul was identifying in Romans 2 is 
that they presumed that their heritage 
was a special privilege, a commute, a 
pardon for all sin. They thought they 
had immunity to the punishment and 
the judgment of God.

Paul said your heritage won’t save. 
Just because you are biologically from 
Abraham does not mean that you 
theologically have been transformed. 

“For the promise to Abraham and 
his offspring that he would be heir of 
the world did not come through the 
law but through the righteousness of 
faith. For if it is the adherents of the 
law who are to be the heirs, faith is 
null and the promise is void. For the 
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law brings wrath, but where there is 
no law there is no transgression. That 
is why it depends on faith, in order that 
the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his offspring—not 
only to the adherent of the law but 
also to the one who shares the faith of 
Abraham, who is the father of us all” 
(Romans 4:13-16 ESV). 

The issue with Abraham was the 
issue of his faith. Abraham believing 
God and it being counted to him for 
righteousness. Just because you are 
born Jewish doesn’t automatically 
mean that you have a saving faith. You 
have a privilege, you have a heritage, 
but you are not automatically saved.

Paul is trying to emphasize the point 
that whether you are Jew or Gentile, 
bond servant or free, rich or poor, “All 
have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God,” (Romans 3:23 ESV). 

Paul is making the case of global guilt 
and the need for a Savior. Although 
Paul is trying to establish that in this 
passage of Scripture in the book of 
Romans, what he is saying is, Hey 
guys, don’t think that heritage is your 
free ticket. 

Why does all this matter? This isn’t just 
a history lesson. Although that’s part 
of it because I want to be biblically 
literate. But you know why it matters? 
I meet people every day in my life who 
think that because they were born into 
a Catholic family or because they were 
baptized as a Methodist or Presbyterian 
or Lutheran or because of the fact that 
their parents were that or their family 
was that or that they were Baptist 
and that they did the Baptist thing and 
walk down the aisle that automatically 
because they have done what was part 
of their heritage, that their heritage is 
there salvation.

Listen very carefully. You can be born 
in a Christian hospital with a Christian 
doctor and a Christian nurse attending, 
you can have a Christian mom and 
a Christian dad, you can go home 
wrapped up in a blanket that was made 
by a Christian company, you can live in 
a house that was built by a Christian 

builder, you can have Christian music 
being played, you can be taken to 
church every day from the first day 
possible of your life, but none of that 
makes you a Christian.

You may have a Christian heritage—
thank God if you do!—but don’t spend 
your life assuming your heritage is your 
faith and that your heritage is taking 
you to heaven. The Bible is absolutely 
clear: “If you confess with your mouth 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9 
ESV, underline added for emphasis).

Just because your mom is saved, 
your daddy is saved, your brother is 
saved, your sister is saved, people are 
preachers and missionaries in your 
family, don’t ever get the idea that 
your heritage—it doesn’t matter what 
the label is, doesn’t matter what the 
background is—don’t ever get the idea 
that means that it is a done deal for 
you. 
Just like the Jew, you need to see that 
you are a sinner and that you need to 
be saved. No amount of heritage can 
ever take the place of the need that we 
have in our lives to come to God on the 
basis of the Gospel.

2. INSTRUCTION may be accurate, 
but its outcome may only bring 

inoculation.

There are a lot of people who have 
had the privilege of listening to good 
biblical instruction. They have had 
people who have taught them right. 
Now some people have never had that. 
Some people were brought up in false 
religions and cults and taught all kinds 
of philosophies of this world. Frankly 
they struggle and they are amazed 
when they finally hear the truth of the 
Gospel. But some of you have heard 
the instruction. That’s exactly what Paul 
was saying here about the Jews:

“But if you call yourself a Jew and 
rely on the law and boast in God and 
know his will and approve what is 
excellent, because you are instructed 
from the law; and if you are sure that 
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you yourself are a guide to the blind, 
a light to those who are in darkness, 
an instructor of the foolish, a teacher 
of children, having in the law the 
embodiment of knowledge and truth” 
(Romans 2:17-20 ESV).

God blessed His people by giving them 
a revelation of Himself. For the Jew, 
from the time that they are the smallest 
child, many are taught and brought up 
in the law of God. They know who God 
is. They know what His standards are. 
They have the Ten Commandments; 
they have the truth.

Paul is saying that you have all this 
instruction, but tragically…

“You then who teach others, do you 
not teach yourself? While you preach 
against stealing, do you steal? You who 
say that one must not commit adultery, 
do you commit adultery? You who 
abhor idols, do you rob temples? You 
who boast in the law dishonor God by 
breaking the law. For, as it is written, 
‘The name of God is blasphemed 
among the Gentiles because of you’” 
(Romans 2:21-24 ESV). 

Paul says you break the law of God and 
because of you, you shame everybody 
else. Just because you know God’s 
revelation doesn’t mean you have had 
a life transformation.

One of the greatest dangers in the world 
is an enormous amount of exposure to 
Christian truth and Christian teaching 
that has never intersected your heart 
and changed your life from the inside 
out. 

There are a lot of people who get 
interested in biblical studies and they 
learn all kinds to things. Take of the 
book a revelation. They will go to the 
mat defending what their interpretation 
is of the toes of the beast and the 
horns and all of that. But they have no 
hope of going to heaven. It is not in the 
instruction that you know. 

I thank God for every person who 
comes and takes notes when I teach. 
But the notes I give you (even if they 
are accurate) are not going to take you 



to heaven unless you put faith and trust 
in Jesus Christ. You have to believe the 
power of Christ and the Gospel. This is 
what Jesus did—talk about a disturbing 
passage.

“But when he saw many of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees coming 
to his baptism, he said to them, ‘You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come? Bear 
fruit in keeping with repentance. And 
do not presume to say to yourselves, 
‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I 
tell you, God is able from these stones 
to raise up children for Abraham’” 
(Matthew 3:7-9 ESV).

Jesus said don’t just tell me what 
you know. Show me from the heart 
that there has been a change. Do not 
believe in your heritage. Do not believe 
in the instruction that you have if that 
instruction is not transformative in your 
life! 

That is why Paul warned in 2 Timothy,

“Having the appearance of godliness, 
but denying its power” (2 Timothy 3:5 
ESV). 

There is nothing worse than us coming 
and acting as though we know the truth 
of God, but we deny the power of God 
in our lives. You know Jesus, but He 
can’t mend your marriage? …give you 
wisdom for raising children? …guide 
you in your finances?

Is there practice to your faith or is all 
about what you debate with others?… 
what you know about in your moralism?
You had better check faith because you 
may have a false security.

Through my years of ministry, I will 
tell you that I have become convinced 
that one of the grave dangers of Bible 
study groups, Christian schools and 
seminaries is that it is very possible to 
get enough instruction that it simply 
becomes an inoculation to the reality of 
faith. I do not want us to be a church 
filled with people who have been 
inoculated by God’s truth, but have 
failed to follow the instruction. 

Possessing the truth and obeying the 
truth are two completely different 
things. Just because you possess a 
Bible, a good and noted Bible, be sure 
the instruction of God is in you. 

“But be doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving yourselves” 
(James 1:22 ESV).

3. EXPERIENCE may provide 
evidence for faith, but faith must 

act upon the evidence. 

You may have a reason to believe 
because of what you have seen, what 
you have heard and what you have 
known, but are you believing? …are 
you trusting? … are you obeying? Is 
that experience not just the experience 
of history, but of personal testimony 
experience? 

What do I mean by that? Let’s look at 
the context again.

“But if you call yourself a Jew and 
rely on the law and boast in God and 
know his will and approve what is 
excellent, because you are instructed 
from the law; and if you are sure that 
you yourself are a guide to the blind, 
a light to those who are in darkness” 
(Romans 2:17-19 ESV).

There are some things you know about 
yourself, your nation and your people 
that our experiences. You know the 
will of God. The will of God for the 
Jews were found in all their feasts and 
festivals. The feasts and festivals of 
the Jews were to be instructional to 
remind them of who God is and how 
God works and of His faithfulness and 
of their need to trust Him. 

But in this passage, Paul says that no 
matter what you may know about your 
experiences and of course of the Jewish 
experiences, few can compare with the 
Passover. Why did God give the Jew the 
Passover? God wanted to remind His 
people that they were in bondage with 
no hope of finding freedom. But God 
sent the incredible leader, a man by the 
name of Charlton Heston to lead them 
out. Right? Moses. God sent Moses to 
lead His people from bondage. The way 

that they came out was that there was 
a night where the people gathered and 
they mark their lentil and their two door 
posts—almost the sign of the cross on 
the top and the sides with the blood— 
and wherever the blood was the angel 
of death would pass over the people.

Ultimately the angel of death slew the 
firstborn of the land of Egypt, and then 
finally, Pharaoh let the people go. They 
came out and God led them through the 
Red Sea and God took them as though 
it were to the edge of the promised 
land and then they would not believe. 
And yet God would ultimately fulfill His  
promise. 

“For I do not want you to be unaware, 
brothers, that our fathers were all under 
the cloud, and all passed through the 
sea, and all were baptized into Moses 
in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate 
the same spiritual food, and all drank 
the same spiritual drink. For they drank 
from the spiritual Rock that followed 
them, and the Rock was Christ. 
Nevertheless, with most of them 
God was not pleased, for they were 
overthrown in the wilderness. Now 
these things took place as examples 
for us, that we might not desire evil as 
they did” (1 Corinthians 10:1-6 ESV).

God gave them these experiences: 
eating, walking, drinking. Those are all 
experiences. And they were all will-
of-God,  provision-of-God experiences 
to teach them to trust God. But just 
because you have been in a church that 
has experienced God’s blessing or you 
have been in a family that has been 
blessed of God, that experience has 
to become yours. You put your trust in 
Him. 

4. RITUAL is an outward activity, 
but not the equivalent of an 

inward reality. 

“For circumcision indeed is of value 
if you obey the law, but if you break 
the law, your circumcision becomes 
uncircumcision. So, if a man who is 
uncircumcised keeps the precepts of 
the law, will not his uncircumcision 
be regarded as circumcision? Then he 
who is physically uncircumcised but 
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keeps the law will condemn you who 
have the written code and circumcision 
but break the law. For no one is a Jew 
who is merely one outwardly, nor is 
circumcision outward and physical. But 
a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision 
is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, 
not by the letter. His praise is not from 
man but from God” (Romans 2:25-29 
ESV).

Circumcision was a defining mark. 
It was the mark of the covenant 
God made with Abraham and his 
descendents. Even at the point of 
human reproduction, they were to be 
reminded that they were a people of 
purpose. They were set apart from all 
other people. 

The mark of circumcision was unique 
to the Jew, but then it became the 
evidence for the Jew to the world that 
they were God’s unique people. It was 
a very important matter of ritual for 
circumcision with the every Jewish 
boy. 

But Paul says that just because you 
have been circumcised on the outside, 
it doesn’t mean you been circumcised 
on the inside. Don’t ever substitute the 
outward sign for the inward heart. If you 
do that, you miss the point altogether.

Paul’s argument is that the mark 
doesn’t change the heart. The mark is 
only valid if the heart is right. Let’s just 
transfer that. Baptism. If you go in the 
waters of baptism and you get baptized 
and you never had a change of heart 
then you didn’t get baptized. You just 
got wet. Baptism is the mark outwardly 
of the inner reality of Christ.

Now some in covenantal backgrounds 
of theology took circumcision from 
the Old Testament and applied it to 
babies after the New Testament. They 
said if you are born of a heritage of a 
Christian family and then you have this 
covenantal mark, it is essentially like 
circumcision. Then one day, you affirm 
it—you confirm it. The Bible doesn’t 
teach that. History heritage teaches 
that, but not the Bible. The Bible 
teaches that there is to be the reality 
of the heart. 

Let’s go back and reread that passage 

one more time in this context:

“For [church membership] indeed is of 
value if you obey the law, but if you break 
the law, your [church membership] 
becomes [non membership]. So, if 
a man who is [a non member] keeps 
the precepts of the law, will not his 
[non membership] be regarded as 
[membership]?” (Romans 2:25-26 
ESV). 

It changes the whole perspective, 
doesn’t it? People saying that I am 
a Christian because I have heritage, 
instruction, experience, ritual. No. It is 
the fact that there has been the reality 
of your life and then everything else is 
the evidence of that reality. 

Real simple. Paul is saying there is on 
the one source of security. It is Christ, 
Christ only and Christ alone. That’s 
where our security is. Paul wanted to 
devastate his kindred. He wanted to 
take them to the edge of complete 
hopelessness in their heritage, their 
instruction, their experience and their 
ritual that they might ultimately come 
to know the glorious grace of God and 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

All Paul is trying to say here is really 
something I need to say to you today: 

We don’t need religion; we need a 
relationship with Christ. When this 
gets right, we have power to live, 
power to love and power to serve. 

It all comes from the heart where we 
been approved toward God and it is 
lived out before man. That’s why all of 
us—Jew and Gentile, bond and free, 
every race, every tribe, every nation—
must come to the cross. Only Christ 
and Christ alone fulfills the covenant of 
Abraham. Just as Abraham was willing 
to sacrifice his son, Isaac, so Christ 
was sacrificed for us that He might 
provide the payment, the covering, 
the completion of our sin debt that we 
might have security that is not based on 
heritage, ritual, experience, instruction, 
but a security that was founded upon 
and based upon Christ and His work 
for us. And then that work becomes a 
gift—a gift to receive, a gift to believe.

Those who believe are truly the sons of 

Abraham. We are the sons of Abraham 
when we believe the Lord for our 
righteousness. And that is the point of 
Romans 2. 

Father, today I pray You would strip from 
this congregation who are here, strip 
Lord from those who are in Simmons 
Hall listening in this moment, strip Lord 
from those who may be a hotel room 
or hospital bed, or Lord, in their home, 
any sense of that which would give us 
false security that we might find and 
that we might know security in Jesus 
Christ.

Father, how I pray here, now, this 
moment that You would move and that 
You would work in this place in the 
hearts of people. God, I pray that You 
would take us away from having heads 
filled with knowledge but missing the 
truth of the gospel from the heart. I 
pray that here and now there would be 
people who would call upon the name 
of the Lord that they might be saved . I 
pray it in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
_____________________________
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