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For the eyes of the LORD run !
to and fro throughout the !

whole earth, to give strong !
support to those whose heart !

is blameless toward him. !
You have done foolishly in this, !
for from now on you will have !

wars. —2 Chronicles 16:9 

16For all that is in the world— !
the desires of the flesh and !
the desires of the eyes and !
pride in possessions—is !
not from the Father but is !

from the world. 

17And the world is passing !
away along with its desires, !
but whoever does the will !

of God abides forever.!
 !

—1 John 2:16-17

I.!
God looks at internal!
motivations while we !

focus on external!
appearances. 

For a man s ways are !
before the eyes of the !
Lord, and he ponders !

all his paths. !
!

—Proverbs 5:21 

1 Samuel 16:1 
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But the Lord said to Samuel, !
Don t judge by his appearance !

or height, for I have rejected him. !
The Lord doesn t see things the !
way you see them. People judge !
by outward appearance, but the !

Lord looks at the heart. !
—1 Samuel 16:7 (NLT) 

Let the words of my mouth !
and the meditation of my !

heart be acceptable in !
your sight, O LORD, !

my rock and my !
redeemer. —Psalm 19:14 

Create in me a clean !
heart, O God, and renew !
a right spirit within me.!

!

—Psalm 51:10 

23Search me, O God, and know !
my heart! Try me and know !

my thoughts! 24And see if there !
be any grievous way in me,!

   and lead me in the way !
everlasting! —Psalm 139:23-24 

II.!
God looks at!

character development!
while we focus on!
circumstances and !

comforts. 

 6In this you rejoice, though now !
for a little while, if necessary, !

you have been grieved by !
various trials, 7so that the tested!
genuineness of your faith—more !
precious than gold that perishes!

 though it is tested by fire—may be !
found to result in praise and glory !

and honor at the revelation of !
Jesus Christ.  
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8Though you have not seen him, !
you love him. Though you do !

not now see him, you believe in !
him and rejoice with joy that is!

inexpressible and filled with !
glory, 9obtaining the outcome of !

your faith, the salvation of !
your souls. —1 Peter 1:6-9 

III.!
God looks at!

opportunities where we !
see impossibilities. 

But Jesus looked at them!
 and said, With man this is!

impossible, but with God!
 all things are possible. !

—Matthew 19:26 

2 Chronicles 20 

O our God, will you not !
execute judgment on them? !

For we are powerless against !
this great horde that is !

coming against us. We do !
not know what to do, but our !

eyes are on you.!
—2 Chronicles 20:12 

… for we walk by !
   faith, not by sight.!

!

  —2 Corinthians 5:7 
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IV.!
God looks at !

victory where we !
see only tragedy. 

For the eyes of the Lord are !
on the righteous, and his !

ears are open to their prayer.!
But the face of the Lord is !
against those who do evil.!

—1 Peter 3:12 

51Behold! I tell you a mystery. !
We shall not all sleep, but we !

shall all be changed, 52in a !
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, !

at the last trumpet. For the !
trumpet will sound, and the dead !

will be raised imperishable, !
and we shall be changed. 

53For this perishable body !
must put on the imperishable, !
and this mortal body must put !

on immortality. 54When the !
perishable puts on the !

imperishable, and the mortal !
puts on immortality, then shall !

come to pass the saying !
that is written: 

Death is swallowed up in victory. !
55O death, where is your victory?!
   O death, where is your sting? !

56The sting of death is sin, and !
the power of sin is the law. !

57But thanks be to God, who !
gives us the victory through !

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

58Therefore, my beloved !
brothers, be steadfast, !

immovable, always abounding !
in the work of the Lord, !
knowing that in the Lord !
your labor is not in vain.!

!

—1 Corinthians 15:51-58 
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Man s life is laid in the loom of time!
To pattern he does not see,!
While the weavers work and!

the shuttles fly!
Till the dawn of eternity.!

!

Some shuttles are filled with silver threads!
And some with threads of gold,!
While often but the darker hues!

Are all that they may hold.   

But the weaver watches with skillful eye!
Each shuttle fly to and fro,!

And sees the pattern so deftly wrought!
As the loom moves sure and slow.!

!
God surely planned the pattern:!
Each thread, the dark and fair,!
Is chosen by His master skill!

And placed in the web with care. 

He knows only its beauty!
And guides the shuttles which hold!

The threads so unattractive,!
As well as the threads of gold.!

!
Not till each loom is silent,!

And the shuttles cease to fly,!
Shall God reveal the pattern!
And explain the reason why. 

The dark threads were as needful!
In the weaver s skillful hand!

As the threads of gold and silver!
For the pattern which He planned.!

!
—Author Unknown!

!

Quoted in Hazel Felleman, !
Best Loved Poems of the American People 


