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“They say that I tell a great many 
stories, and I reckon I do.  But I have learned 

from long experience that 
plain people, take them as they run, 

are more easily influenced through the 
medium of a broad and humorous 
story or illustration than any other 

way.”  —ABRAHAM LINCOLN 

PARABLE

“to compare or 
   to lay alongside.” 

Definition:  a common life 
story with a compelling 

spiritual truth. 

And when a great multitude had 
gathered, and they had come to Him 

from every city, He spoke by a 
parable: “A sower went out to sow 
his seed. And as he sowed, some 

fell by the wayside; and it was 
trampled down, and the birds of the 

air devoured it.”

“Some fell on rock; and as soon as 
it sprang up, it withered away 

because it lacked moisture. And 
some fell among thorns, and the 

thorns sprang up with it 
and choked it.” 
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“But others fell on good ground, 
sprang up, and yielded a crop a 
hundredfold.” When He had said 

these things He cried, 
“He who has ears to hear, 

let him hear!”
—LUKE 8:4-8 NKJV

And He said, “To you it has been 
given to know the mysteries of 

the kingdom of God, but to the rest 
it is given in parables, that
‘seeing they may not see,
and hearing they may not 

understand.’”  —LUKE 8:10 NKJV

The Seed 

… having been born again, not of 
corruptible seed but incorruptible, 

through the word of God which lives 
and abides forever, because “all flesh 

is as grass, and all the glory of man
as the flower of the grass.  The grass 

withers, and its flower falls away,
but the word of the LORD endures 

forever.”  1 PETER 1:23-25

The Sower 
“As the Father has sent Me, 

so send I you into this 
world.”

—JOHN 20:21 (paraphrased)
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The Soil 
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The Soil
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• the rock
• the thorns
• the good ground 

Therefore lay aside all filthiness and 
overflow of wickedness, and receive 
with meekness the implanted word, 

which is able to save your souls.
But be doers of the word, and not 

hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 
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For if anyone is a hearer of the word 
and not a doer, he is like a man 

observing his natural face in a mirror; 
for he observes himself, goes away, 
and immediately forgets what kind 

of man he was. 

But he who looks into the perfect 
law of liberty and continues in it, 
and is not a forgetful hearer but a 
doer of the work, this one will be 

blessed in what he does. 

—JAMES 1:21-25 

A Word of …

• Warning
Keep your heart with all 

diligence, for out of it spring 
the issues of life. 
—PROVERBS 4:23 

A Word of …

• Warning
• Challenge

Sow for yourselves righteousness.  
Reap in mercy.  Break up your 

fallow ground, for it is time to seek 
the Lord.  For He comes and reigns 

righteousness on you for you 
have plowed wickedness and you 

have reaped iniquity.   
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You have eaten the fruit of lies 
because you have trusted in your 

own ways and in the multitude 
of mighty men.

  
—HOSEA 10:12-13 (paraphrased) 

A Word of …

• Warning
• Challenge
• Encouragement

And let us not grow weary 
while doing good, 

for in due season we shall 
reap if we do not lose heart.

 

—GALATIANS 6:9 NKJV


