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A Wealth of
Financial

Services and
Solutions

! Business Planning
" Employee Benefits
" Buy/Sell & Business Continuation

! Wealth Accumulation
! Estate & Retirement Planning
! Risk Management

For Information Contact: Bob Sweeney, VP
Ackley Financial Group
(469) 737-4134
rsweeney@htk.com

Registered representative of and securities offered through Hornor, Townsend & Kent, Inc.  Member NASD/SIPC.  AFG is
independent of HTK.  Accounting, actuarial services and law expertise provided by strategic partners of Ackley Financial Group.

“Ambition is a poor
excuse for not having
enough sense to be

lazy.” —STEPHEN WRIGHT

No bees, no honey
No work, no money!

Work is the yeast that
raises the dough.

Sleep 23 years 32.9%
Work 16 years 22.8%
TV   8 years 11.4%
Eating     6 years   8.6%
Travel   6 years   8.6%
Leisure     4.5 years     6.5%
Illness     4 years   5.7%
Dressing   2 years   2.8%
Religion        .5 years     .7%
     TOTAL 70 years      100%

Exodus 20:9-10
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Why Work?

I.  It All Goes Back to
Purpose — The Design

“It’s not about you.”
—Rick Warren

“The search for the purpose of life
has puzzled people for thousands of

years. That’s because we are typically
at the wrong starting point ourselves.
We ask self-centered questions like

What do I want to be? What should I do
with my life? What are my goals, my

ambitions, my dreams for my future?”

“But focusing on ourselves will
never reveal our life’s purpose.

The Bible says, ‘It is God who directs
the lives of His creatures,

everyone’s life is in his power.’”

—RICK WARREN

God made us…

• to worship

God made us…
• to worship
  Genesis 1:26
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“Unless you assume a
God, the question of

life’s purpose is
meaningless.”

—BERTRAND RUSSELL, Atheist

“There is a God-shaped
vacuum in every man
that only God can fill.”

—BLAISE PASCHAL

God made us…

• to worship
• to work

God made us…
• to worship
• to work
  Genesis 2:15

“But it is appropriate here
to point out that man was

created not for leisure but for
work, even in the state

of innocence.”— MARTIN LUTHER

God made us…

• to worship
• to work
• to walk together
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God made us…
• to worship
• to work
• to walk together
  Genesis 2:18

Why Work?

II.  It All Gets Down to a
Problem — The Fall

“God sent the rebellious couple out of
the Garden of Eden into a fallen world.

The consequences of that loss were
substantial for all humanity to this day.
At the core, our identity as humans is
now frustrated. Our work is now futile.

Our relationship with God, our own
selves, others, and our environment are

now disrupted and even destructive.

“Created to experience significance and
connectedness, we now face frustration

and disunity at every turn.  Created to live
in a garden, we now are forced to live

in a global ghetto.  In a word, this world
that we now inhabit is not our natural

habitat.” Joy at Work —Bakke,
Hendricks, and Smith

“Cursed is the ground for your
sake; in toil you shall eat of it
all the days of your life.  Both

thorns and thistles it shall bring
forth for you, and you shall eat

the herb of the field.”

“In the sweat of your face you
shall eat bread till you return to

the ground, for out of it you were
taken; for dust you are, and to

dust you shall return.”
—GENESIS 3:17b-19
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Work can provide many
things, but it often brings:

• Fatigue

Work can provide many
things, but it often brings:

• Fatigue
• Frustration

Work can provide many
things, but it often brings:

• Fatigue
• Frustration
• Futility

“This is as good as it gets!”
—JACK NICHOLSON

Why Work?

III. It All Grows Out of
a Principle—The Message
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For even when we were with you,
we commanded you this:  If anyone
will not work, neither shall he eat.
For we hear that there are some

who walk among you in a
disorderly manner, not working

at all, but are busybodies.

Now those who are such we
command and exhort through our

Lord Jesus Christ that they work in
quietness and eat their own bread.

—2 THESSALONIANS 3:10-12


