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Introduction

I am assuming everyone listening to my 
voice has a secret joy. What brings you the 
greatest joys in life? …travel/wanderlust? … 
sports/your team, the game and the drama of 
championship play? …coffee/a warm cup of 
java joe? …friends/time to hang with people 
you really like and enjoy being with? …family/ 
grand-parenting?

Today we are studying a parable from Luke 
15. It is one parable, but with three different 
expressions/scenes. 

The story is in response again to Pharisees. 
When the Pharisees could not ensnare Jesus 
at actually dinners, then they condemned 
him for having dinners with tax collectors and 
sinners—“receives sinners.”

“Satan’s true masterpiece is the Pharisee, not 
the prostitute.”  
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Each story is connected to the subject of the 
other, filled with disturbing emotion. Yet each 
has the same delightful outcome!  

I want to tell you this parable with each of its 
circumstances and then let you see and share 
the outcomes: the sheep, the coin and the 
son. 

• • • • • • • •

1. In each case, something of great value 
was lost. 

In each case, someone went on a search. 
Yet, Jesus made it clear He told this story to 
show (reveal) the attitude and action of God 
toward a lost world. Note the repeat use of 
the word, lost, in Luke 15:4, 6, 8-9, 24, 32. This 
is the central concern throughout this story 
line—something of value was lost! 

Several years ago, we were vacationing 
at the beach. We walked up on a mother 
and daughter. They had lost a ring and was 
frantic—an heirloom from a grandmother. 
They were in tears and desperation.

See Luke 15:4, 8,13. 
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Jesus Himself came for this purpose: “For 
the Son of Man came to seek and to save the 
lost” (Luke 19:10 ESV).

2. In each case, a search continued until 
recovered.

The shepherd lost a sheep. Sheep are dumb 
and defenseless. “All we like sheep..”  

A woman lost a coin. Coins were often a part 
of a wedding headband and dowry. 

A father lost a son—pain and shame, love 
and longing. 

There is nothing more powerful and 
emotional than that of a Father who had 
a wayward son and is seen as looking and 
longing for him to return. This is the Fatherly 
compassion of God for us as we live in the far 
country from Him and His care.  

What motivates and drives our church is to 
share in God’s search and rescue mission in 
the world. This affects how we express our 
worship. We have been found! This affects 
how we nuture our families—that our children 
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may know the God who made them and live 
for His purpose. This affects how we see our 
community. This affects our need to reach 
to far regions of our world. All of it has to do 
with God’s redeeming mission among a lost 
humanity. 

3. In each case, there is joyful celebration. 

“And when he has found it, he lays it on 
his shoulders, rejoicing” (Luke 15:5 ESV).

“Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in 
heaven over one sinner who repents than 
over ninety-nine righteous persons who need 
no repentance” (Luke 15:7 ESV).

“Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the 
angels of God over one sinner who repents” 
(Luke 15:10 ESV).

“But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring 
quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and 
put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 
And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and 
let us eat and celebrate. For this my son was 
dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is 
found.’ And they began to celebrate” (Luke 
15:22-24 ESV).
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“It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for 
this your brother was dead, and is alive; he 
was lost, and is found” (Luke 15:32 ESV).

Every one of these scenes—though clouded 
by uncertainty, separation and pain—end in 
joyful celebration because in each case, they 
are FOUND!  

Back to the story at the beach. I (and my 
grandchildren with me) offered to help find 
the ring. I prayed. I was not far from those 
who had lost the ring when I looked upon 
something shiny in the water. I reached down 
and picked up the ring! Found!!! We were 
cheering, rejoicing and celebrating with two 
people we had never met before, but knew 
the impact of celebrating something lost. It 
was found! The joy of having and holding 
the ring was experienced again as well as 
celebration in the heart of the one who lost it.  

“God delights in people who seek His 
delight.”  

While I do not believe there is anything we 
can do to bargain with God or leverage 
Him, I do believe we see and experience the 
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power and presence of God when we are 
sharing in the search and rescue mission. 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 
28:19-20 ESV).

I believe this commission/command provides 
the path to spiritual blessing and experiential 
power—obeying the Lord and responding to 
His mission.

(Grovetown story).

“I tell you there is joy before the presence 
of the angels of God over one sinner who 
repents” (Luke 15:10).


