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Introduction
I trust you have found these days as 
enjoyable and helpful as I have, sharing in 
the journey of faith, hope and love (today’s 
message) in the life of this amazing woman 
named Ruth. The setting is the town of 
Bethlehem, a familiar place in this season of 
the year. But the story we are tracing is not 
one you know best as it relates to Christmas, 
but rather the prequel to Christmas. 

Long before Christmas (the first coming of 
Christ), prophets foretold a particular birth in 
Bethlehem.

“But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are 
too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for Me One who 
is to be Ruler in Israel, whose coming forth 
is from of old, from ancient days” (Micah 5:2 
ESV).
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This prophesy was what brought wise men 
from the east to come to Bethlehem

“Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 
saying, ‘Where is He who has been born King 
of the Jews? For we saw His star when it rose 
and have come to worship Him’… They told 
him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written 
by the prophet’” (Matthew 2:1-2, 5 ESV).

And so it is that the story of Ruth is part of 
the backdrop and setting of all that would 
unfold in the future of Bethlehem. This story, 
named after the central character (heroine), 
Ruth, while heart-warming and amazing, is 
more than history; it is the testimony of the 
amazing grace and love of God.

Last week, we left Ruth waiting (Ruth 3:18) 
after having returned from a day of gleaning. 
She had met a man named Boaz who is now 
a vital part of the story moving forward.

Ruth “happened” into a field owned by 
a man named Boaz who “happened” to 
be there and just so “happened” to be a 
kinsman-redeemer. 
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• • • • • • • •

The Custom

Kinsman-redeemer.

“And Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, 
‘May he be blessed by the LORD, whose 
kindness has not forsaken the living or the 
dead!’ Naomi also said to her, ‘The man is a 
close relative of ours, one of our redeemers’” 
(Ruth 2:20 ESV).

While this whole concept may be strange 
to us, it was a provision and custom of 
importance in that day.

It is best defined and described on a website 
you may know: GotQuestions.org. 

“The kinsman-redeemer is a male 
relative who, according to various laws 
of the Pentateuch, had the privilege or 
responsibility to act on behalf of a relative 
who was in trouble, danger, or need. The 
Hebrew term (go el) for kinsman-redeemer 
designates one who delivers or rescues 
(Genesis 48:16; Exodus 6:6) or redeems 



4

property or person (Leviticus 27:9–25, 25:47–
55). The kinsman who redeems or vindicates a 
relative is illustrated most clearly in the book 
of Ruth, where the kinsman-redeemer is 
Boaz.” —GotQuestions.org 

“‘And now, my daughter, do not fear. I will 
do for you all that you ask, for all my fellow 
townsmen know that you are a worthy 
woman’… Now this was the custom in former 
times in Israel concerning redeeming and 
exchanging: to confirm a transaction, the one 
drew off his sandal and gave it to the other, 
and this was the manner of attesting in Israel” 
(Ruth 3:9-11; 4:7 ESV).

So it all came to a climax with the exchange 
of a shoe!  

Boaz saw and knew of Ruth’s need and of 
his responsibility and opportunity, yet there 
was a problem—a person (another character) 
entered the scene.

The Complication

“And now it is true that I am a redeemer. Yet 
there is a redeemer nearer than I” (Ruth 3:12 ESV).
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There was a complication. Ruth met Boaz and 
trusted him. Boaz took notice of Ruth and 
admired her, but there was someone else in 
front of him in line. 

“Now Boaz had gone up to the gate and sat 
down there. And behold, the redeemer, of 
whom Boaz had spoken, came by. So Boaz 
said, ‘Turn aside, friend; sit down here.’ And 
he turned aside and sat down. And he took 
ten men of the elders of the city and said, 
‘Sit down here.’ So they sat down. Then he 
said to the redeemer, ‘Naomi, who has come 
back from the country of Moab, is selling the 
parcel of land that belonged to our relative 
Elimelech. So I thought I would tell you of 
it and say, “Buy it in the presence of those 
sitting here and in the presence of the elders 
of my people.” If you will redeem it, redeem 
it. But if you will not, tell me, that I may know, 
for there is no one besides you to redeem 
it, and I come after you.’ And he said, ‘I will 
redeem it’” (Ruth 4:1-4 ESV).

“Then Boaz said, ‘The day you buy the field 
from the hand of Naomi, you also acquire 
Ruth the Moabite, the widow of the dead, in 
order to perpetuate the name of the dead in 
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his inheritance.’ Then the redeemer said, ‘I 
cannot redeem it for myself, lest I impair my 
own inheritance. Take my right of redemption 
yourself, for I cannot redeem it’” (Ruth 4:5-6 
ESV).

The nearer kinsman—the first redeemer— 
wanted the land, but when he found out that 
Ruth was part of the deal as a future wife, he 
backed out. 

Can you imagine knowing that you are not 
wanted? There are many of us who feel we 
don’t deserve love because of something we 
have done, someone we have hurt, a decision 
we have made or a life circumstance we 
could not control. 

The first redeemer looked at this person in 
great need (a hard-working woman, but not 
necessarily like him) and one who stumbled 
on life’s terrible circumstance—circumstances 
that were out of her control. Think about the 
fact that she was a Moabite woman.

“No Ammonite or Moabite may enter 
the assembly of the LORD. Even to the tenth 
generation, none of them may enter the 



7

assembly of the LORD forever” (Deuteronomy 
23:3 ESV).

This would be risky to redeem Ruth in their 
culture. She was a foreigner. If he had mixed 
kids with a foreigner, the inheritance of this 
man could be at risk.

In the end, the man looked this situation in 
the face and chose his own interest over the 
need of someone else.

How I pray, as believers, this posture and 
attitude will never mark or define our lives! 
God has and will always be in the business of 
looking at the distraught, broken, outcast—
moving toward them, not away from them. 
How I pray we will be a church that will move 
toward people who are not like us! This was 
the way of Jesus. He was always in the places 
where no one would expect him: the tax 
collector, the sinner, the diseased. He came 
for the sick, not the well.

The truth of Scripture is that we are all 
marred, broken, thumbing our noses at our 
Maker, and we have all fallen short of the 
standard, the glory, the plan. We spiritually 
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find ourselves needy, broken, in need of 
something or someone to bring us life, hope 
and a future. We are very much like Ruth in 
need of redemption.

The Conclusion

The first redeemer passed up the offer and 
Boaz went into action. The rest of the story 
unfolds this way:

“So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his 
wife. And he went in to her, and the LORD 
gave her conception, and she bore a son. 
Then the women said to Naomi, ‘Blessed 
be the LORD, who has not left you this day 
without a redeemer, and may his name be 
renowned in Israel! He shall be to you a 
restorer of life and a nourisher of your old 
age, for your daughter-in-law who loves you, 
who is more to you than seven sons, has 
given birth to him.’ Then Naomi took the 
child and laid him on her lap and became his 
nurse” (Ruth 4:13-16 ESV).

Ruth and Boaz made a marriage and made a 
family. 
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“This book begins with a funeral and ends 
with a wedding! It opens with a famine and 
ends with fullness! Ruth’s love for her mother-
in-law and willingness to obey the Word 
brought her into joy and blessing.” —Warren 
Wiersbe  

Speaking of blessing, think about this: 
• Blessing in the lives of Ruth and Boaz—
   a child
• Blessing in the life of Naomi—she became
   a grandmother (4:14) 
• Blessing in the town of Bethlehem—their
   grandson would bring fame to the city,
   forever known as the City of David 
   (Phillips Brooks would later write, the
   hopes and fears of all the years are met in
   thee tonight) 
• Blessing to Israel—King David, a king of
   honor and glory, would establish Jerusalem
   as the capital and holy city. 
• Blessing to the whole world—through this
   lineage would come Messiah. 

In so many ways, this story begins with “Once 
upon a time” and ends with “and they lived 
happily ever after.” It is such a great story! 
Can you hear the music crescendo? Can you 
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see the camera moving away? Now we see 
complete the cycle. Faith that brought Ruth 
to Bethlehem was honored. Hope that met 
Ruth in Bethlehem was fulfilled. Love that 
will live on from Bethlehem was now evident. 
That is why this entire series has been called 
Redeeming Love! But it’s NOT about Ruth 
alone. Yes, she is the subject, but you are the 
object!   

The Christ

We cannot simply enjoy the “happily ever 
after” conclusion without seeing and knowing 
the ever after reality of this amazing story. 

“And the women of the neighborhood gave 
him a name, saying, ‘A son has been born to 
Naomi.’ They named him Obed. He was the 
father of Jesse, the father of David” (Ruth 
4:17 ESV).

From here, we jump to the New Testament:

“The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, 
the son of David, the son of Abraham… and 
Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and 
Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed 
the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of 
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David the king. And David was the father of 
Solomon by the wife of Uriah” (Matthew 1:1, 
5-6 ESV). 

Here is the real climax of the story. Ruth is 
the great-grandmother of David of whom 
Christ would come to rule and reign upon his 
throne forever. 

Several days ago, O.S. Hawkins (Christmas 
Code) talked about how we can now “crop” 
a photo. We can crop parents out to show 
the grandkids, etc. Ruth is part of a big family 
picture that crops down to Jesus and His 
glorious arrival in Bethlehem. 

When we look at the manger, don’t just see 
the vulnerable babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes lying in a manger—though Jesus 
came and took on flesh to become one of us. 
Look at this passage in John:

“In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. All things 
were made through Him, and without Him 
was not any thing made that was made… 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
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among us, and we have seen His glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth” (John 1:1-3, 14 ESV).

The One who came to Bethlehem as 
prophesied 800 years before His birth was the 
One in whom the prophets said:

“For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is 
given; and the government shall be upon 
His shoulder, and His name shall be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the 
increase of His government and of peace 
there will be no end, on the throne of David 
and over His kingdom, to establish it and to 
uphold it with justice and with righteousness 
from this time forth and forevermore. The 
zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this” (Isaiah 
9:6-7 ESV). 

This is Jesus whom we call, the Christ! 

We, like Ruth, were far off, helpless and 
without hope—the broken condition of life 
and our own souls left us without the ability 
to recover or restore our lives. 
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Yet Christ, Jesus Christ, came into this 
world on a star-filled night in Bethlehem. 
The Creator slipped into His creation for 
one overarching, overwhelming reason—to 
redeem us through His love!

Yes, you are the object of God’s love and 
work in Christ, and you are the subject 
of God’s work of redemption that comes 
through Christ and Christ alone.

“But God, being rich in mercy, because of the 
great love with which He loved us, even when 
we were dead in our trespasses… Therefore 
remember that at one time you Gentiles in 
the flesh, called ‘the uncircumcision’ by what 
is called the circumcision, which is made in 
the flesh by hands—remember that you were 
at that time separated from Christ, alienated 
from the commonwealth of Israel and 
strangers to the covenants of promise, having 
no hope and without God in the world. But 
now in Christ Jesus you who once were far 
off have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ. … and might reconcile us both to God 
in one body through the cross, thereby killing 
the hostility… So then you are no longer 
strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 
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citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God, built on the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
Himself being the cornerstone, in whom the 
whole structure, being joined together, grows 
into a holy temple in the Lord. In Him you 
also are being built together into a dwelling 
place for God by the Spirit (Ephesians 2:4-5a, 
11-13, 16, 19-22 ESV). 

“Your redemption is not based on your 
performance, but on Christ’s perfect 
performance and selfless sacrifice for you.”  

May you never hear and sing this the same 
way again:

Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love’s pure light

Radiant beams from Thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.
—Joseph Mohr 

So what? 

Like Ruth, respond, receive, surrender. 

Like Mary, “… let it be to me according to 
Your word” (Luke 1:38 ESV). 


