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1After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD 
said to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ assistant, 2”Moses 
my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, 
you and all this people, into the land that I am giving to them, 
to the people of Israel. 3Every place that the sole of your foot 
will tread upon I have given to you, just as I promised to 
Moses. 4From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the 
great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites 
to the Great Sea toward the going down of the sun shall 
be your territory. 5No man shall be able to stand before you 
all the days of your life. Just as I was with Moses, so I will 
be with you. I will not leave you or forsake you. 6Be strong 
and courageous, for you shall cause this people to inherit 
the land that I swore to their fathers to give them. 7Only be 
strong and very courageous, being careful to do according 
to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do 
not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may 
have good success wherever you go. 8This Book of the Law 
shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on 
it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according 
to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way 
prosperous, and then you will have good success. 9Have I 
not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be 
frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is 
with you wherever you go.” —Joshua 1:1-9 ESV 
       (bold added for emphasis)

13Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. 
But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for 
the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
   —Philippians 3:13-14 ESV
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PART 1: Introduction

Realizing Your Life’s Potential
Every man wants to know: “What can I significantly, 
uniquely and effectively do?”

Resolving Your Life’s Problems
“If you find a path with no 
obstacles, it probably doesn’t go 
anywhere.” —Unknown

What is this thing called 
courage? How do you define it?  

“Courage is resistance to fear, 
mastery of fear, not absence of 
fear.” —Mark Twain

“One man with courage makes 
a majority.” —Andrew Jackson

“Success is not final, failure is 
not fatal; it is the courage to 
continue that counts.” 

    —Winston Churchill

“How few there are who have 
courage enough to own their 
faults, or resolution enough to 
mend them.” 

      —Benjamin Franklin

“Courage is not simply one of 
the virtues, but the form of 
every virtue at the testing point.”

        —C.S. Lewis

“The bravest are surely those 
who have the clearest vision of 
what is before them—glory and 
danger alike—and yet notwith-
standing, go out to meet it.”

      —Thucydides

Courage is easier to see in biography rather than definition. 
Over the next few weeks, we will be studying the life of 

Joshua, a man of great courage and resolution. Through 
this study, my prayer is for you to see, taste, understand 
and desire courage in your life—courage that helps you 
realize your life’s potential and to resolve some of your 
greatest problems as you follow the same instruction God 

gave to Joshua: “Be strong and 
courageous” (Joshua 1:6 ESV). 

Read Joshua 1:1-2.

Joshua’s resume could have 
been something like this:
 Joshua, Son of Nun
	•		 Joshua, the Slave
    Egypt | Adversity
•		 Joshua, the Soldier
   Wilderness | Tenacity
	•	 Joshua, the Servant
  Moses’ Assistant | Faithful,  
  Dependable
	•	 Joshua, the Spy
  Brought “Minority Report”
	•	 Joshua, the Successor
  Deut. 31; Joshua 1:1-9

“Make every occasion a great 
occasion, for you can never tell 
when someone may be taking 
your measure for a larger place.”  
  —Marsden

Moses was an incredible leader. 
He got Israel OUT (of Egypt), but 
did not get them IN (the prom-
ised land). Joshua’s job—should 
he decide to accept it—was to 
fill Moses’ shoes!

Read Joshua 1:3 and
Joshua 1:6-9.

The book of Joshua is a book 
about new beginnings. It shows us how to go on in life 
when we have gotten off “dead center”. 
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It’s easy to get “stuck” in life, isn’t it? Mediocrity, compla-
cency, apathy, etc., can prevent us from moving forward.
  
In Scripture, we read that Israel had been stuck 400 years 
in the cycle of slavery. From there, Israel moved to the wil-
derness and got stuck in the cycle of “wandering” 40 more 
years. But then Joshua enters the picture with passion, 
purpose and mission—new beginnings. However, new 
beginnings often require risk, resolve and courage!

Biblical courage is not the result of self-reliance or self-
confidence. Biblical courage is the result of surrender and 
sovereignty. It requires surrender to God’s sovereignty and 
trust in God’s strength instead of our own. 

“Courage is not the absence of fear, but rather the judge-
ment that something else is more important than fear.
      —Ambrose Redmoon

“Courage is a voluntary risk to do what is right despite the 
momentary fear of what could go wrong.”

Joshua was the man willing to step up to the challenge of 
filling Moses’ shoes and taking the lead. 

Are there obstacles preventing you for moving forward and 
doing what God has called you to do? Are you stuck, and in 
need of courage to step out of the mire? 

Let me offer a few suggestions.  

I. Close the Door on Yesterday

For Joshua, this meant moving beyond the past, accepting 
the present and courageously facing the future. Joshua 

knew Israel could not remain in the wilderness any longer. 
As spokesman for the “minority report,” Joshua encoun-
tered resistance from the majority, a resistance rooted in 
a 40-year history. But rather than brooding, Joshua kept 
believing.

Courage means closing the door on past pain, past pride 
and the past.

Philippians 3:13-14

II. Consider the Promises of God for Today 

God had several things for Joshua to do: enter the land, 
defeat the enemy, stake out the territory.

Read Joshua 1:3-6.

Read Joshua 1:5.

This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but 
you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be 
careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then 
you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have 
good success. —Joshua 1:8 ESV

III. Choose the Attitude of Courage and Charge Toward  
  Tomorrow

For Joshua, it was time to do what God had instructed him 
to do: “Be courageous.”

“Courage is a voluntary risk to do what is right despite the 
momentary fear of what could go wrong.” n
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