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We live in a world that is high on 
rhetoric, but low on impact. Yet, 
every Christian is on a mission to 
impact their world for Jesus Christ.

Timothy was a dynamic player 
for the kingdom in the life and 
ministry of the Apostle Paul.

1 Timothy 1:1-5

There are five marks or 
characteristics implied in this 
opening passage of this dynamic 
New Testament book. If you and 
I impact our world for Christ, 
it will be because of these 
characteristics in our lives.

Authentic Faith

“To Timothy, my true child in the 
faith: Grace, mercy, and peace 
from God the Father and Christ 
Jesus our Lord” (1 Timothy 1:2 
ESV).

Paul was speaking of a personal 
possession of faith, not only in his 
life, but also in the life of Timothy.

The circumstances surrounding 
Timothy’s conversion is not found 
in the Bible, but his spiritual 
heritage is mentioned.

Paul and Barnabas (Acts 14) visited 
Timothy’s hometown on the First 
Missionary Journey. A lame man 
was healed and there were great 
crowds, but later Paul was stoned 
and thrown from the city. But on 
the Second Missionary Journey, 
Paul chose Timothy to go and 
minister with him.

“I am reminded of your sincere 
faith, a faith that dwelt first in your 
grandmother Lois and your mother 
Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells 
in you as well” (2 Timothy 1:5 
ESV).

“sincere faith” or “genuine faith”

Scripture makes it clear that 
Timothy was not simply a religious 
man, but a man who had a 
dynamic relationship with Jesus 
Christ.

You can never give away 
something you don’t personally 
possess. A true child of God has 
experienced salvation in Jesus 
Christ.

This is so basic. It is the “ground 
zero” of all Christian ministry. We 
don’t serve a cause or a church, 
but we serve Christ—born out of 
a personal relationship with Him. 
Guard against any form of life that 
involves a “Christ-less Christianity” 
(activities, programs, ministries 
where Jesus is the figure head, 
but not the focal point).

The first priority and foundational 
reality of your ministry should be 
this: you do what you do to point 
people to a saving faith in Jesus 
Christ.

Evangelism is the focus, heart 
and goal of Christian ministry. As 
a result, your life becomes a living 
testimony of the living Christ.

“The grandest point is not to wear 
the garb, nor use the brogue of 
religion, but to possess the life of 
God within, and feel and think as 

Jesus would have done because 
of that inner life. Small is the value 
of external religion unless it is the 
outcome of life within.

—C.H. Spurgeon

Not all of those associated with 
church in Ephesus had a true and 
saving faith. The Apostle Paul 
wrote to make a clear statement 
of faith concerning Christ.

Faith is our response to God’s 
grace poured out at the cross. We 
cannot “achieve” salvation, but 
we “receive” this gift by faith and 
we live to extend and express this 
message in a lost world.

Steadfast Obedience

1 Timothy 1:3-5, 18-20

The New Testament teaches 
repeatedly that the hallmark of 
a true believer is a life pattern of 
obedience to God.

Jesus said, “If you love me, you 
will keep my commandments” 
(John 14:15 ESV).

Ephesians 2:8-10

Good works are not the grounds of 
salvation, but the evidence of it.

The pattern of Timothy’s life is that 
of obedience.

Timothy’s obedience was “an 
example to those who were to 
be believe” (1 Timothy 1:16 ESV). 
If someone patterned your faith, 
obedience, giving and church 
attendance, what would those 
patterns look like?
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It is to be the life expression of 
every Christian minister. You live 
under the authority, command and 
dictates of Scripture. You are not 
the exception to the commands 
and principles of God’s Word 
(witnessing, giving, lifestyle, 
service, etc.), you are to embody 
them.

Contrast: There were some who 
did not prove obedient to Christ 
and had fallen away.

1 Timothy 1:18-20

Humble Service

A true child in the faith is a servant.

Humble service was characterized 
by Timothy’s life. He had already 
proven such by staying behind 
and remaining in a difficult post at 
Ephesus (1 Timothy 1:3).

Ephesus Background: pagan 
world, goddess Diana

Humble service should not be true 
just of Timothy, but every believer.

The Christian life is designed to be 
a life of stewardship and service, 
invested for Christ and others.

>Stewardship of the Gospel 
  1 Timothy 1:4

>Service with gifts
  1 Timothy 4:6, 14-16 

Apparently, some of those in 
Ephesus sought roles of leadership 
to exalt themselves rather than to 
serve Christ. (1 Timothy 1:6-7)

Timothy’s unselfish service made 
him a fitting heir to the ministry of 
the tireless and sacrificial Apostle 
Paul.

Sound Doctrine

A true child of faith will adhere to 
and develop in sound doctrine—
biblical alignment with truth.

Throughout the book of 1 Timothy, 
we learn much of the challenge to 
Timothy (as well as every believer) 
to be a student of the Word of 
God.

1 Timothy 4:6, 11
1 Timothy 6:3-4, 20

Ephesus was plagued by false 
teachers. They turned aside from 
the truth to fruitless dissension 
and discussion.

In contrast, Paul was clear about 
the importance of truth and 
doctrine. It doesn’t matter what 
your assignment is in Christian 
ministry; your responsibility is to 
be sound, healthy, and right in 
doctrine and practice. You don’t 
have to have a pulpit ministry of 
preaching to give attention and 
care to matters of doctrine.

The Church is first a believing 
community, then a belonging 
community. We must always 
deal with matters of faith. Be 
true to the Word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus Christ.

“We cannot force truth on men, 
but we can make our teaching 
clear and decided and make 
our lives consistent with our 
words. Truth and holiness are 
the surest antidotes to error and 
unrighteousness.” 

—C.H. Spurgeon

Courageous Conviction

Those who make an impact for 
the cause of Christ must live the 
courage of their convictions—to 
live distinctively and decisively for 
Christ.

“Any dead fish can float 
downstream; it takes a live fish to 
fight the current.”

Strong conviction comes 
from spiritual maturity and the 
knowledge of God’s Word which is 
essential for effective ministry.

Timothy was challenged to fight—
not contentious, but convincingly 
with conviction toward actions and 
mission.

1 Timothy 1:3
1 Timothy 1:18

Ephesus was filled with 
compromisers—unqualified 
leadership not above reproach.

2 Timothy 4:6-8

Older translations: “I have fought 
the beautiful fight” (drama, 
passion, vision, sacrifice for the 
souls of men).

Tradition tells us that Timothy was 
martyred at Ephesus some 30 
years later, opposing the worship 
of the goddess Diana.

“The deepest mark of committed 
Christianity is the difference it 
makes.” —Elton Trueblood
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