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Q: What was going through your mind as you sat in the 
cockpit of that plane and realized you had been hit?

A: At the time, I was flying combat missions over Bosnia to 
help enforce the NATO no-fly zone. I had very little warning in 
my cockpit. A missile hit my airplane without me ever seeing it. 
I didn’t have time to dodge the missile or even put out a decoy 
as I had been trained to do. When the missile hit the plane, I 
literally thought I was going to die. As a pilot, I was trained 
to react in emergency situations. However, my first reaction 
was prayer. I was on fire and the cockpit shield was already 
seared off. I was at 26-27 thousand feet in the air at the point 
of contact. When I reached for the ejection handle, I didn’t 
know whether the ejection system and parachute would func-
tion properly or whether they were burned beyond operation. I 
knew I could fall to my death at that moment. I also knew the 
comfortable “bubble” I had flown in was not going to take me 
back to Italy. If I made a mistake, it could be the last mistake of 
my entire life. I could see enemy forces below me and I wasn’t 
certain escape was possible. My parachute did function and I 
landed in a small clearing. I was able to disconnect my para-
chute and get to a hiding spot just minutes before the enemy 
was there.

Q: How much time did you have from when the missile 
hit your plane until you were on the ground?

A: The air craft was impacted just after 3:00 p.m. and I 
touched ground about 25 minutes later. At 7:00 p.m., I heard 
enemy forces shooting their weapons around my area. Since I 

didn’t see any deer, I felt sure they were shooting at me. I did 
a lot of soul searching and praying. I had placed my faith in 
Jesus Christ as my Savior, but I knew I wasn’t walking the right 
walk in my life. However, even in the face of death, I found 
peace in knowing God as my Savior. I relinquished my life 
completely to God in those moments. I didn’t haphazardly walk 
around Bosnia knowing no one was going to touch me, but I 
knew if I was killed, I would spend eternity with my Savior. 

Q: The term “survival” means something in your life at 
a level most people will never know. What did you do 
physically, mentally and spiritually to survive?

A: Fortunately, I had been trained for extreme survival. I also 
had a team of supporters: U.S. military, those in America who 
would not forget me, family, etc. The skills and training I had 
as a fighter pilot gave me the skills I needed to survive my 
situation. I tried to turn the outcome of the predicament to the 
positive. But the motivation, the drive to survive, came through 
my relationship with God and the desire to see my family and 
those I love. Another motivating factor was the fact that I live 
in America where I can express my God-given rights; I can ex-
press my faith in God without persecution. We are very blessed 
to live in America. Everyday we face tragedies in life that we 
don’t have the ability to change. We may not have training and, 
at times, we may feel there is no one there to help us. When 
those times come, we can find peace and comfort through a 
relationship with God. 

In 1995, Captain Scott O’Grady was helping enforce the 
NATO no-fly zone policy in the skies over Bosnia when an anti 
aircraft missile slammed into his F-16. He evaded capture 
and was rescued six days later by the U.S. Marines. His 

courageous story has been documented on the Discovery Channel presentation, 
Behind Enemy Lines, and he has been featured on CNN’s Voices of the Millennium, 
and Then and Now, series that focus on the most influential personalities of the past 
25 years. His book, Return With Honor, spent six weeks on The New York Times bestseller list. 
He has also published a children’s edition of his original story, Basher Five-Two. In 2001, Captain O’Grady 
entered inactive reserve status and is currently completing a master’s degree at Dallas Theological Seminary.
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Q: How important was hope?

A: I never gave up hope. I was trained to survive for 45 days 
if needed. I had a game plan: get away from the area where I 
landed, find higher terrain where the radio would work bet-
ter, manage the battery life in my radio, distance myself from 
the enemy and battle situations, and procure food. However, I 
wasn’t going to quit if I wasn’t rescued in 45 days. I never gave 
up hope.

Q: How were you rescued?

A: I finally got to higher terrain and made radio contact after 
five and half days. In fact, the pilot who received the initial 
contact was a good friend of mine. He stayed out late at night 
to try and find me. I will never forget the moment when we 
touched base on the radio. I felt like I had been delivered from 
being dead to the world. I was so proud to be an American 
when I saw the marines’ helicopter come into hostile territory 
to save my life. Ultimately, I have to thank the teamwork of the 
Department of Defense because it wasn’t just the marines who 
rescued me. It was an entire team effort that got me out. 

Q: How have survival skills helped you face the chal-
lenges of life today? What have you learned through your 
experience in Bosnia?

A: I found I am not immuned to challenges and difficulties in 
the years that followed my rescue. I re-focused the priorities 
in my life and began studying the Word of God more. I am cur-
rently a student at Dallas Theological Seminary—graduating in 
May—and I came here to Prestonwood Baptist Church. I real-
ized that as believers, we need to be a part of a church team in 
order have the support and encouragement to get through life’s 
difficulties. Christianity is not suppose to be a solo sport.

Q: Scott, your story continues to unfold and you have 
been ministering and administering God’s Word since 
the events of Bosnia. How has your story helped others?

A: When I speak to groups, I am not necessarily willing to 
focus on something that happened 12 years ago. However, it 
is a blessing if I can share the love of God with others and tell 
how He strengthens me through difficult times. All of us can 
do that. We don’t have to have a dramatic story in order to 
positively impact someone else. All of us can encourage others 
through the struggles we face. As believers, God didn’t promise 
us health, wealth and prosperity. Christ came to die for our 
salvation, but He didn’t say it would necessarily be easy. We 
are going to face difficulties and challenges. 

Q: Is there a passage of Scripture you have personalized 
that defines your heart, faith and passion?

A: I have a test on the Old Testament this afternoon at Dallas 
Theological Seminary. Job is a great book to study concerning 
survival. It shows us that we need to trust in God’s sovereignty, 

even in the face of a fallen world where we experience unde-
served hardship. Ecclesiastes is a good book to read when life 
seems futile. It is important to revere God, honor His sovereign-
ty and holiness, and obey His commandments. Hebrews 12:1-2 
says, “Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses 
surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the 
sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance 
the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 
author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of God.” We are in an endurance 
race and we will face struggles. On Sunday, Pastor Graham 
preached from Nehemiah 4. If we are doing God’s work, we will 
face opposition. We should not be entangled in discourage-
ment, but fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of 
faith. The passage in Hebrews also tells us that Jesus had joy 
because He was in the will of Father, even when He faced the 
cross. Likewise, we should not focus on our circumstances, but 
focus on God—His character and being in His will. When we 
are in God’s will, there will be joy.

Q: You talked about setting goals for survival when you 
were on the ground. Do you think goals are important to 
structure the things we can do rather than focus on the 
things we can’t do?

A: Yes, goals are important. In fact, I think it is godly to say, 
“No.” It is a matter of prioritizing our lives and having balance. 
Ultimately, my priorities are God first and family second. After 
that, it is fulfilling the purpose God has for my life and profes-
sion. 

Q: What’s next for Scott O’Grady?

A. Old Testament History II final exam at 2:00 p.m. this after-
noon. 

Q: That’s a quick answer and an example of the spe-
cific goals and priorities we have been talking about. Is 
there something you would like to give as a parting word 
today?

A. Ultimately, God is sovereign and no matter what happens 
in this life, God will make things right in eternity. However, just 
as Pastor Graham preached this past Sunday, you have to have 
someone to love, a purpose in life, and something to do. God 
has a purpose for every single one of us here and He’ll reveal 
His purpose to us at the right time. It is a matter of abiding in 
obedience in love and fulfilling God’s will. My future is what-
ever God’s wants me to do. We need to read God’s Word. If you 
want to have a relationship with someone, you have to spend 
time with them. God’s talks to us through Scripture. The Bible is 
the survival manual for life! 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2006  |   PAGE 2 OF 2 

PowerLunch | Tuesdays at 11:45 a.m. | Main Street Cafe | www.prestonwood.org/powerlunch
Prestonwood Baptist Church | 6801 W. Park Blvd. | Plano, TX 75093 | 972-820-5000 


