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JOY WEAVER is a renown etiquette expert who has been 
trained by Letitia Baldrige (Jackie O’s Chief of Staff) and 
certified by the Protocol School of Washington D.C.  

 She has been on local segments of ABC’s Good Morning 
Texas, NBC5, and was recently interviewed by Barbara 

Walters on The View. She is the author of How to Be Socially Savvy in All 
Situations and etiquette expert for The French Room, which is ranked #1 in the 
nation.  She also has articles in publications nationwide including USA Today and 
The New York Times.
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“Only 15% of job success is due to technical 
training, intellect, and job skills.  Rather, 85% 
of our job success is determined by our social 
skills.”  —THE CARNEGIE INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

“Do unto others as you would have them do 
unto you.”  —LUKE 6:31

Common Etiquette Faux Pas

1.   Forgetting  to turn cell phones on manner 
mode (silent/vibrate) in public places—and even 
worse, proceeding to answer calls with a “cell 
yell.”

2. Not responding to party invitations—just 
showing up and bringing a friend.

3. Not sending a thank you note or at least a 
thank you e-mail.

4. Being late to meetings.  This says that your 
schedule and time are more important than oth-
ers in the meeting.

5.  Coughing and sneezing in your social (right) 
hand.  Your right hand is your social hand, and 

your left hand is your personal hand.  No one 
wants to shake hands with someone who has 
just coughed into his or her hand.

6.   Re-gifting—it is wrong!  If you do not like 
a gift you’ve been given, donate it or give it to 
someone who would use it.  Don’t pass it off 
as a thoughtful gift you purchased for someone 
else.

7. Using the wrong bread plate or water glass.  
Remember, BMW—Bread on the left, Meal in 
the center, Water on the right.

8. Inviting someone to dinner and not paying— 
the person who invites, pays.

9. Applying lipstick at the table.  All personal 
grooming should be done in the rest room.

10. Sending text messages or e-mails during 
meetings, worship services, weddings, or 
funerals.

Bonus Faux Pas:  Using a toothpick, crunching 
ice, or chewing gum. 


