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Why
  Work?

Why Work?
I Work to Pay Taxes

By David H. McKinley

A recent study indicated that in 1928, people worked 1.4 
months to pay for their taxes.  Today, people work 5.1 
months to pay for their taxes.

Thoughts on taxes:

“In this world nothing is certain but death and taxes.”   
—BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

“What’s the difference between a tax collector and a 
taxidermist?  A taxidermist only takes the skin.”  

—MARK TWAIN

“America is the land of opportunity.  Everybody can be-
come a taxpayer.”

“Patrick Henry ought to come back and see what taxa-
tion with representation looks like.”

“It’s hard to believe America was founded to avoid high 
taxation.”

“George Washington never told a lie, but then he never 
had to file a 1040.”

Simplified 1040EZ:

Jesus refused to be trapped in a ploy to dishonor the 
state or to dishonor God.  Instead, He talked about two 
things we should do with money:  tithe to God and pay 
taxes to the state.

Read Matthew 22:15-22

Principles to remember when you file your 
1040:

I.  Authority

Read Romans 13:1-7

Three God-Ordained Institutions:  Home, Church, State

When we pay our taxes, we are demonstrating a willing 
submission and honor to the authority of the state.

II.  Responsibility

Paying taxes is a personal responsibility of citizenship.  Those 
who secure our freedoms and protect our rights need our 
support.

III.  Honesty

“The income 
tax has made 
more liars out 
of the American 
people than golf 
and fishing combined.”

James Franklin told the judge that he was not a “delin-
quent taxpayer.”  He argued a taxpayer pays taxes and 
he never did!

James Rooney had $312 of his $560 charitable contribu-
tions disallowed for lack of substantiation.  Keeping a 
record of donations, he insisted, was unspiritual.

IV.  Community

Living in a free society also means sharing and shoul-
dering the cost for others in need.   It is not the sole 
responsibility of government to care for the needs of its 
citizens.  Remember the  parable of the Good Samari-
tan?  Read Luke 10:30-37

V.  Opportunity

We have challenges concerning taxes, but America is a 
great country and it is “mighty low rent to live in a land 
of opportunity.”

A good name is to be chosen over great riches.  
—PROVERBS 22:1

A good name… and it’s still tax free!
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