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How to Get Some Respect
by Dr. David H. McKinley

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 
MATTHEW 5:7

If You Want Respect in Life . . .

• You Must Experience Mercy

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life . . .  PSALM 23:6

A great way to feel valued and comforted is to reflect 
upon the mercy of God.

What is mercy?  Kindness, tenderheartedness applied to 
my greatest need where justice would demand a sen-
tence.

Through the LORD’s mercies we are not consumed, because 
His compassions fail not.  They are new every morning; great 
is Your faithfulness.  LAMENTATIONS 3:22-23

You cannot exhaust the mercy of God.

• You Must Express Mercy

Mercy makes me compassionate, not critical.

“Never judge a man until you have walked in his shoes.”

“Don’t find fault with a man who limps or stumbles along 
the road, unless you’ve worn the shoes he wears or strug-
gled beneath his load.  There may be tacks in his shoes that 
hurt though hidden far from view, or the burden he bears 
placed on your back might cause you to stumble too.”

Mercy causes me to serve those who suffer.

“Into every life some weirdos must fall.”

. . . warn those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, up-
hold the weak, be patient with all.  1 THESSALONIANS 5:14

Mercy extends forgiveness to those who are fallen.

Dear brothers and sisters, if another Christian is overcome by 
some sin, you who are godly should gently and humbly help 
that person back onto the right path.  And be careful not to 
fall into the same temptation yourself.  GALATIANS 6:1 (NLT)

Mercy challenges me to confront rather than overlook 
(conceal) sin in others.

. . . with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, 
if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the 
knowledge of the truth.  2 TIMOTHY 2:25

Mercy allows me to encourage my enemies.

And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is 
that to you? For even sinners do the same. Therefore be merci-
ful, just as your Father also is merciful.  LUKE 6:33, 36 

• You Can Expect Mercy

Matthew 5:7 expresses a proportionate principle:  you get 
what you give. 

“Do all the good you can by all the means you can, in all 
the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times 
you can, to all the people you can, for as long as you ever 
can!”  —JOHN WESLEY




