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By Dr. David H. McKinley

Confessions From a Man

in Chapter 11

He began his journal with a question:  Is life worth living?

“Everything is meaningless, utterly meaningless.  What do

people get for all their hard work?  Generations come and

generations go, but nothing changes... history merely re-

peats itself.  It has all been done before.  Nothing under the

sun is truly new.”

Ecclesiastes 1:2-4, 9

What did Solomon base this assertion upon:

• Monotony of life

• Vanity of wisdom

• Futility of work

• Corruptibility of wealth

• Certainty of death

A View From the Bottom

Life Discovery #1:  Satisfaction is found in letting go,

rather than holding on.

• Be generous in a world of greed

Common life motto:  “Get all you can.  Can all

you get.  Sit on the lid and poison the rest.”

“Success is not rare.  It is common.  Very few miss a

measure of it.  It is not a matter of luck or of contest-

ing, for certainly no success can come from prevent-

ing the success of another.  It is a matter of adjust-

ing one’s efforts to overcome obstacles and one’s

abilities to give the service needed by others.  There

is no other possible success.  Most people think in

terms of getting; success, however, begins in terms

of giving.”

—Henry Ford

“’Be liberal and generous to as many as you can and

then some,’ is the way we should say it.  So, make

as many friends as you can, for you never know when

you yourself may need some assistance.  Instead of

becoming miserly just because you fear that the fu-

ture may hold some evil reversal of your fortunes,

leaving you in poverty and want, you should all the

more distribute to as many as possible so that you

can have the blessing of receiving in the event of

such reverses.”  —Walt Kaiser

• Show kindness in a world of callousness

• Exercise faith in a world of fatalism

“Give a serving to seven and also to eight, for you

do not know what evil will be on the earth.”

Ecclesiastes 11:2

Life Discovery #2:  Satisfaction is found in your com-

mitments, not your circumstances.

“When the clouds are heavy, the rains come down.  When a

tree falls, whether north or south, there it lies.  If you wait for

perfect conditions, you will never get anything done.”

Ecclesiastes 11:3-4

Life Discovery #3:  Satisfaction is found in accepting

that we don’t have all the answers and acknowledging

God’s rule.

“You don’t know where the wind will blow, and you don’t

know how a baby grows inside the mother.  In the same

way, you don’t know what God is doing, and how He created

every thing.”  Ecclesiastes 11:5

“A little philosophy inclineth men’s hearts to atheism; but

depth in philosophy bringeth men’s minds about to religion.”

—Sir Francis Bacon

Life Discovery #4:  Satisfaction is found as much in

embracing the adventure as accomplishing the goal.

“Be sure to stay busy and plant a variety of crops, for you

never know which will grow--perhaps they all will.”

Ecclesiastes 11:6 (NLT)

Life Discovery #5:  Satisfaction is found in living to the

fullest today, not rehearsing our yesterdays or project-

ing better tomorrows.

“People ought to enjoy every day of their lives, no matter

how long they live.”  Ecclesiastes 11:8
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