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Life:LEADER
“Everybody leads somebody, sometime!”
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COURAGE

“A great deal of talent is lost to the world for want of
a little courage.”  —Sydney Smith (1771-1845)

“The first virtue in a soldier is endurance of fatigue;
courage is only the second virtue.”

—Napoleon Bonaparte

“One man with courage is a majority.”
—Andrew Jackson

“Courage is fear holding on a minute longer.”
—George S. Patton

“Last, but by no means least, courage—moral cour-
age, the courage of one’s convictions, the courage
to see things through.  The world is in a constant
conspiracy against the brave.  It’s the age old
struggle—the roar of the crowd on one side and the
voice of conscience on the other.”

           —Gen. Douglas MacArthur

Courage:  French root “heart”

Profiles in Courage:  Esther

Key Characters in the Story of Esther:

Ahaseurus :  king of Medo-Persian Empire;
127 provinces, India to Ethiopia.

Vashti :  dethroned for dishonoring the king.
Esther :  orphaned Jewish peasant becomes queen

of Persia.
Mordecai :  cousin of Esther and counselor.
Haman :  hated and holocaust.

Key Developments :
A deadly plot.
A restless king.
A brave queen.
A great deliverance.

Key Principles :

1.  Courage begins with a confrontation of my
fear.
“Courage is resistance to fear, mastery of fear—
not absence of fear.  Except a creature be part
coward, it is not a compliment to say it is brave.”

—Mark Twain
False
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2.  Courage builds when my convictions
 outgrow my comforts.
“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he
stands in moments of comfort, but where he
stands at times of challenge and controversy.”

—Dr. Martin Luther King

3. Courage believes the risk of failure is of
lesser consequence than the risk of missed
opportunity.
“In leadership, there is no such thing as zero risk.”

—John Maxwell
“Who knows whether you have come to the king-
dom for such a time as this?”  Esther 4:14

4.  Courage benefits many who never know the
cost or risk of leadership .
“Courage is almost a contradiction in terms.  It
means a strong desire to live taking the form of
a readiness to die.”  —G.K. Chesterton

“If I perish, I perish.”  Esther 4:16

“Act with courage, and may the Lord be with
those who do well.”  II Chronicles 19:11
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To be a leader is to face off with trials , stand up
when tested , prove true  through conflict and stay
the course trusted .
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