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The attack on America this week causes use to look upon
our flag and remember our history:

wOur Foundations
“We have staked the future of government not upon the
power of government, far from it.  We have staked the
future of all of our political institutions on the capacity of
each and all of us to govern ourselves according to the
10 commandments.” —James Madison

“The Bible is the cornerstone of liberty.  A student’s pe-
rusal of the sacred volume will make him a better citi-
zen, a better father, a better husband.”

—Thomas Jefferson

“Our Constitution was made only for a moral and reli-
gious people.  So great is my veneration of the Bible that
the earlier my children begin to read it, the more confi-
dent will be my hope that they will prove useful citizens
of their country and respectful members of society.”

—John Adams

“I have lived, Sir, a long time, and the longer I live, the
more convincing proofs I see of this truth:  that God gov-
erns in the affairs of man.  And if a sparrow cannot fall to
the ground without His notice, is it probable that an em-
pire can rise without His aid?  We have been assured,
Sir, in the Sacred Writings that except the Lord build the
house, they labor in vain that build it.  I firmly believe
this.  I also believe that without His concurring aid, we
shall succeed in the political building no better than the
builders of Babel; we shall be divided by our little, partial
local interest; our projects will be confounded; and we
ourselves shall become a reproach and a byword down
to future ages.  And what is worse, mankind may hereaf-
ter from this unfortunate instance, despair of establish-
ing government by human wisdom and leave it to chance,
war or conquest.  I therefore beg leave to move that,
henceforth, prayers imploring the assistance of Heaven
and its blessing on our deliberation be held in this as-
sembly every morning before we proceed to business.”

—Benjamin Franklin

“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord.”
Psalm 33:12

“Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to
any people.”  Proverbs 14:34

wOur Freedoms
Freedom has been procured by law and defended by
sacrifice.  The American Flag is the symbol of American
freedom and the red stripes a reminder of the blood shed
to protect it.

“The lines of red are lines of blood, nobly and unselfishly
shed by men who loved the liberty of their fellowmen
more than they loved their own lives and fortunes.”

—Woodrow Wilson, Flag Day, 1915

First Amendment: “Congress shall make no law respect-
ing the establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or
of the press; or the right of people to peaceably assemble,
and to petition the government for a redress of griev-
ances.”

Inscription on the Liberty Bell:  “Proclaim liberty through-
out the land.”  Taken from Leviticus 25:10

wOur Friendships
As we witnessed the events of this past week, our first
inclination is to ask, “Why?”  It is a natural question, but
unanswerable.  The question we must address in our
hearts is “What?”

“In the long history of the world, only a few generations
have been granted the role of defending freedom in its
hour of maximum danger.  I do not shrink from this re-
sponsibility--I welcome it...The energy, the faith, the de-
votion which we bring to this endeavor will light our country
and all who serve it--and the flow from that fire can truly
light the world.  And so, my fellow Americans:  ask not
what your country can do for you, ask what you can do
for your country.”  —John F. Kennedy

PATRIOTISM
“Patriotism is loyalty to friends, people, families.”

—Robert Santos

“The mystic chords of memory, stretching from every
battle field and patriot grave to every living heart and
hearthstone all over this broad land...”  —Abraham Lin-
coln, First Inaugural Address, March 4, 1861

“I venture to suggest that patriotism is not a show of fren-
zied outburst of emotion, but the tranquil and steady dedi-
cation of a lifetime.”  —Adlai Stevenson
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What can I do for America?
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ray for our nation and its leaders.
I Timothy 2:1-4

ccept the responsibilities of citizenship.
Romans 13

reat your liberty with care.

esist the temptation to trade material values for
spiritual values.   In a matter of minutes, the two most
identifiable structures of American wealth and power were
toppled this week.

dentify places where you can make a positive
difference in our nation and our
community.

vercome evil with good.   “It is better to light a
candle than to curse the darkness.”  —Bishop Sheen

hank God for the blessings of our liberty.
“Thank God.  I--also I--am an American!”  Daniel Webster,
Bunker Hill Monument, June 17, 1925

When you do these things, you can stand, place your hand over
your heart and say, “I pledge allegiance to the flag...”  More than a
motto, it is a commitment of your life.


