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Habakkuk | The Prophet With a Problem

Overview
 Several of the prophetic messages we have 
observed have focused upon God’s retribution 
and condemnation of nations who afflicted Israel. 
Obadiah spoke of the complacency of Edom. Nahum 
spoke of the pride of Assyria. 
 In this study, we will observe the final fate of 
Babylon. The Chaldeans or Babylonians were those 
who would plunder Jerusalem in 586 B.C., but would 
later be destroyed by God.
 The prophet, Habakkuk, struggled with God’s jus-
tice and judgment relative to His people. Recognizing 
the reality of Judah’s sin, Habakkuk could not under-
stand why God would use Babylon, a more wicked 
people, to be the rod of His chastisement. Neverthe-
less, God’s plan, when viewed through the lens of 
faith, proved righteous and just. The prophet learned 
that faith makes sense out of many confusing facts.
 The prophecy of Habakkuk concludes with a 
prayer of revival and commitment. In the final chap-
ter of this book, we observe the activity of praise 
while fulfilling the duty of waiting on God. Habakkuk 
worked through his problem so as to grasp God’s 
purpose.

Outline
 The three chapters of Habakkuk may be summa-
rized in the following simple outline:

 I.  Faith Grappling With a Problem Chapter 1
 II. Faith Grasping a Solution  Chapter 2
 III. Faith Glorying in Assurance Chapter 3

Observations

1. ___________________________ is the result of 
viewing life from our limited perspective rather than 
from God’s perspective.

Waiting

2. ____________ provides ________________________
 in our problems and results in proven

 _____________________________ that honors God.

3. _________________________ on God is a common
 experience and it does not denote wasted time,

 but rather confident __________________________
 in God’s accomplishment.

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

Let all mortal flesh keep silence,
And with fear and trembling stand;

Ponder nothing earthly minded,
For with blessing in His hand,

Christ our God to earth descendeth,
Our full homage to demand.

King of kings, yet born of Mary,
As of old on earth He stood,

Lord of lords, in human vesture,
In the body and the blood;

He will give to all the faithful
His own self for heavenly food.

Rank on rank the host of heaven
Spreads its vanguard on the way,
As the Light of light descendeth
From the realms of endless day,

That the powers of hell may vanish
As the darkness clears away.

At His feet the six winged seraph,
Cherubim with sleepless eye,

Veil their faces to the presence,
As with ceaseless voice they cry:

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Lord Most High!

—Liturgy of St. James, 4th Century
Translated from Greek to English by Gerard Moultrie, 1864
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