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Overview
The Bible was written over a period of some 1600 
years and involves some 40 different authors. The 
Bible is actually a book of books, meaning that there 
are 66 books that compose the entire Bible.

The Bible was written in two basic languages: 
Hebrew in the Old Testament and Greek in the New 
Testament. There two major divisions make up the 
two major parts of the Bible. The word, testament, 
literally means covenant or agreement. The Old Testa-
ment or covenant was that of law. The New Covenant 
is that of grace.

The Bible is, in its entirety, the whole of God’s revela-
tion of Himself to man. In the Bible, we discover all 
truth, and through the Bible we experience the bless-
ing of that truth in life.

Interesting Facts
• 1,189 chapters in the Bible
• 31,373 verses in the Bible
• 775,693 words in our KJV
• Psalm 117—shortest chapter in the Bible
• Psalm 119—longest chapter in the Bible
• The book of Psalms—longest Old Testament book
• The book of Luke—longest New Testament book

English Standard Version (ESV)
In recent weeks, you may have noticed the English 
Standard Version (ESV) is the translation most used in 
worship. Why? 

The ESV seeks as far as possible to capture the 
precise wording of the original text and the personal 
style of each Bible writer. Rather than being a transla-
tion based on a “thought for thought” style, greater 
effort has been made to provide a translation that 
honors the grammar, words and sentence structures 
of both the original Hebrew or Greek and contempo-
rary English languages. The ESV provides a translation 
of accuracy and clarity that 
enhances understanding of biblical truth and honors 
the highest standards of biblical scholarship. 

If you would like to learn more about the ESV, visit  
www.esv.org.
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Old Testament (39 Books)

Historical
5 Books of Law

(Pentateuch)
12 Books of History

Poetical
5 Books of Poetry

or Experience

Prophetical
5 Major Prophets
12 Minor Prophets

New Testament (27 Books)

5 Foundational
5 Gospels & Acts

21 Epistles
14 Pauline Epistles
7 General Epistles

1 Prophetical
Revelation

•

•
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2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17; 2 PETER 1:21

“ YO U R  W O R D  I S  A  L A M P  TO  M Y  F E E T  A N D  A  L I G H T  TO  M Y  PAT H .”  — P S A L M  1 1 9 : 1 0 5  E S V

eception
Revelation: The Bible is God’s self-
disclosure of Himself to us.

Inspiration: 
Inspiration is not an impulse or emotion, but 
God’s direct intervention and action that creates 
the distinction and preservation of Scripture.
Illumination: This is the active work of 
the Holy Spirit to convict, convert and con-
form your life to the image of Christ

rganization

nity
There are 66 books, 40 authors, 3 languages, 
1,500 years and 3 continents. Yet, through 
all this, there is a clear and cohesive unity of 
instruction, revelation and message.

estimony
There is one subject in the midst of all ob-
jects, one substance from the shadows, one 
affirmation in all writings—Jesus! This book 
gives testimony of Jesus.

xperience
The Bible is a life-changing Book. It is a trans-
forming force in life and history. You read 
books, but the Bible is distinctive in that it 
reads you!


