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Jeremiah & Lamentations

Introduction

 Jeremiah is known to us as the weeping prophet. 
So great was this man’s burden for God’s people, Is-
rael, that his heart was broken and his eyes were like 
a fountain of tears. Jeremiah was a compassionate 
man with a courageous message of repentance for 
the people of God. He was called to minister during 
Judah’s darkest days. Jeremiah’s life is a reflection to 
us all of the piercing and pleading in the heart of God 
before the floods of His wrath roll over the dam of His 
mercy. Beautiful and powerful are the numerous illus-
trations and object lessons that Jeremiah employed in 
the communication of His message.
 Two books in the Bible are attributed to Jeremiah. 
One is the prophecy that bears his name and the 
other is that which bears his image—Lamentations. 
A lamentation is a mourning or weeping. The book of 
Lamentations is much smaller in its size, but of equal 
value in its message. It is a poetic expression of the 
prophet’s mourning over the destruction of Jerusa-
lem. The book of Lamentations realizes what the book 
of Jeremiah visualizes. Together these prophetic utter-
ances provide for us great admonition and exhortation 
to seek the Lord, to turn from sin, and to obey God’s 
commandments.
 Our study will revolve around several key thoughts 
that will assist us in our overview of Jeremiah’s writ-
ings. This prophet offers great insights to us concern-
ing the days in which we live. As a people called, es-
tablished and blessed of God, we must heed warnings 
of God so as to keep us from spiritual plunder.  

Historical Background 

 The time of Jeremiah’s writing and ministry is 
approximately 627 to 580 B.C. During this period of 
time, Judah (with her capitol city of Jerusalem) was 
seized and destroyed by Babylon (586 B.C.). We wit-
nessed in Isaiah’s message the destruction of the 
Northern Kingdom, Israel, some 150 years earlier. Even 
then, Isaiah sought to prepare and to protect the South-
ern Kingdom, Judah, from the Assyrians’ invasions. 
Although such threats passed, the people were care-

less and stubborn. Rather than turning to God for 
strength, they continued in sin. They were weakened 
and swollen as an over-ripened fruit in the days of 
Jeremiah. Jeremiah began his ministry in the days of 
Josiah, Judah’s last good king. But Josiah’s reforms 
failed and four wicked kings followed who sealed the 
doom of Judah. There were three stages to Jeremiah’s 
ministry:

1. 627–605 B.C.—The prophesy of a coming 
invasion as well as a warning of the threat of 
Assyria and Egypt

2. 605–586 B.C.—The proclamation of God’s 
judgment and the coming invasion by Babylon

3. 585–580 B.C.—The ministry of Jeremiah in 
Jerusalem and Egypt after Judah’s downfall

Jeremiah’s Personal Calling

The testimony of Jeremiah declares to us that God 
not only has a ministry for a man, but that God needs 
special man for a specific ministry.

I. The Prophet’s Consecration Jeremiah 1:5
II. The Prophet’s Reaction  Jeremiah 1:6
III. The Prophet’s Confirmation Jeremiah 1:7-10

General Content

I. The Prophet’s Mandate  Jeremiah 1
II. The Prophet’s Messages  Jeremiah 2–51

A. National  Jeremiah 2–33
B. Personal  Jeremiah 34–35
C. International  Jeremiah 46–51

III. The Prophet’s Misery  Jeremiah 52–
 Lamentations

Note: Because of the brokenness of Jeremiah’s
 life and ministry, his messages are not easily 

arranged chronologically or topically. Yet, 
Jeremiah’s basic messages of repentance, 
surrender and commitment are clear. These 
responses alone can avert calamity and bring 
God’s blessing.

Side 1



Jeremiah’s Prophetical Certainties

•  Fall of Jerusalem (1:14-16; 4:5-9; 5:15-17; 6:1-6;
32:2-3; 38:17-18)

•  Destruction of the Temple (7:11-15; 26:6-9)
•  Death of deposed King Jehoahaz in Egypt (22:10-12)
•  Unlamented death of King Jehoiakim (36:27-30)
• Cutting off of the royal line of King Jehoiachin   

(22:24-30)
• Death of two false prophets and punishment of
 another—all three living in Babylon (29:20-32)
• Death of a false Jerusalem prophet (28:13-17)
• Capture and exile of a friend named Seraiah (51:59)
• Failure of the Egyptian-Judean military alliance
 against Babylon (37:5-10)
• Defeat of Egypt by Babylon at Carchemish (46:1-12)
• Babylonian occupation of Egypt (43:9-13)
• 70-year captivity of Judah in Babylon (25:11; 29:10)
• Restoration to Jerusalem after the 70 years 

(27:19-22; 30:3, 10, 11, 18-21; 31:9, 12, 38-39; 33:3-9)
•  Defeat of Babylon after the 70 years (25:12; 27:7)
•  Capture of Zedekiah (21:3-7; 34:1-5; 37:17)
•  Kindly treatment of the godly exiles in Babylon   

(24:1-7)
•  Final regathering of people of Israel (30:3, 10; 

31:8-12)
•  Final rebuilding of the land of Israel (30:18-21;
 31:38-39; 33:7-9)

•  The coming Shepherd of righteousness (23:1-8)

Jeremiah’s Spiritual Claims

• Satan’s greatest ____________ (2:13; Ecc. 3:11)

• Life’s greatest ___________________ (9:23-24)

• Man’s greatest ______________ (13:1-4, 9-11)

• Our greatest ________________________ (17:9-10)

• Life’s greatest ________________________ (29:11-13)

• God’s greatest _______________________ (31:31-34)

• Our greatest ____________________ (Lam. 3:22-32)

Side 2

Great is Thy Faithfulness

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God, my Father;
There is no shadow of turning with Thee.

Thou changest not; Thy compassions, they fail not.
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above,

Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide.

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow—
Blessings all mine with ten thousand beside!

Great is Thy faithfulness!
Great is Thy faithfulness!

Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided.
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.

—Thomas O. Chisholm

7But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the 

sake of Christ. 8Indeed, I count everything as loss 

because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 

Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss 

of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that 

I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a 

righteousness of my own that comes from the law, 

but that which comes through faith in Christ, the 

righteousness from God that depends on faith—10that 

I may know him and the power of his resurrection, 

and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his 

death, 11that by any means possible I may attain the 

resurrection from the dead.  —Philippians 3:7-11 ESV




