
Background—Ecclesiastes
If we were to live life apart from the knowledge of God, 

then our perspective might lean toward pessimism and 
fatalism. Yet, when we look upward instead of backward, 
we begin to experience the refreshing vision of faith which 
inspires optimism and hope. 

Ecclesiastes is a book that describes one man’s experi-
ence in this journey. The “preacher” of Ecclesiastes, after 
a series of passionate pursuits, declared, “Vanity of vani-
ties, all is vanity.” In other words, every ladder in life that 
seemingly would elevate and fulfill has proven to disappoint 
and diminish. Over and over, the writer of this book gives 
testimony of his attempt to find meaning in life through the 
avenues so often proposed by man. In the end, the preach-
er concluded that apart from a grasp of certain truths and 
realities, man’s journey through life results in empty exis-
tence rather than exciting experience.

The phrase, “under the sun,” is the qualifying theme of 
this book. It is found 28 times in the book and offers a vivid 
picture of life and so many that live it. You can see the cycle 
of life, the rut of responsibility, the dizziness of duty, and 
the emptiness of existence from sunup to sundown when 
a man’s viewpoint is strictly “under the sun.” The writer of 
this book calls us to look above and to focus beyond so as 
to view life in eternity rather than time.

Key Points—Ecclesiastes
1. Life is empty without God.
2. Knowledge about God is not enough. Rather, it is the  

knowledge of God combined with the experience of
 His presence and power in all you do that gives your
 life significance.
3. People, places and things may gratify you for a time,  

but only Jesus Christ can satisfy you throughout all
the days of your life.

4. Don’t waste your life; invest your years for God.
5. The ultimate test of your life’s contribution will not be

in your reputation, return or your retirement. The 
ultimate test will be your reward when you stand 
before God on the last day.

Overview—Ecclesiastes
• _____________________________ 1:3-11

• _____________________________ 1:13-14; 2:3-4, 7-8, 10-11

• _____________________________ “under the sun”

• _____________________________ 4:7-8; 5:10; 6:7

• _____________________________ 12:1; 3:11

• _____________________________ 12:13-14; Jeremiah 9:23-24

• _____________________________ 
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Background—Song of Solomon
Song of Solomon stands in history as the oldest and 

most excellent love poem ever composed. The Song is a 
eulogy of the joys of wedded life. Love is portrayed in its 
beauty, purity and supremacy. The bride and the groom are 
captured in dialogue and the intimacy of their life and love 
together is the essence of this book’s message.

Recognizing that God teaches spiritual truth in human 
experience, we cannot help but observe the striking paral-
lel between the New Testament demands of love and the 
Song’s delights of love. One of the most vivid parallels is 
that of the husband and wife with Christ and the church. This 
truth is seen in Ephesians 5, but it is also implied in Song of 
Solomon. Herein, we have love without sin, without shame 
and without seclusion.

Outline—Song of Solomon   
I. Falling in Love 1:1–3:8
II. Sharing in Love 3:6–5:1
III. Struggling in Love 5:2–7:10
IV. Growing in Love 7:11–8:14

Observations—Song of Solomon

How can you maximize your understanding of Song of 
Solomon?

1. Grasp the obvious _______________________________ 
of this book: husband/wife, God/Israel and Christ/  
Church.

2. Understand the common __________________________
 among the differing approaches to Song of Solomon.

3. Study to gain insight into the true experience of 

__________ between _____________________________  

and ____________________.

4. Capture the parallel between ______________________

_________________ for us as believers and __________ 

____________________ for Him.

5. Read ___________________________ and Song of 
Solomon together to deepen your insights on 

________________________________.




