
Judges

Background
18You shall appoint judges and officers in all your towns that 
the LORD your God is giving you, according to your tribes, 
and they shall judge the people with righteous judgment. 
19 You shall not pervert justice. You shall not show partiality, 
and you shall not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes 
of the wise and subverts the cause of the righteous. 20Jus-
tice, and only justice, you shall follow, that you may live and 
inherit the land that the LORD your God is giving you.
                                          —Deuteronomy 16:18-20 ESV
Big Picture
  As we open the pages of this powerful and penetrat-
ing book, we discover Israel in a state of dissension and 
decline. There is a lack of genuine moral and spiritual leader-
ship in the nation. Though now inhabitants of Canaan, chaos 
invaded the ranks of God’s people and confusion abound-
ed. The people of God had compromised the command of 
God in the acquisition of Canaan. Such compromise always 
results in contention and conflict. The message of Judges 
17:6 rings clear, “every one did what was right in his own 
eyes.” Decline is the sure state of any group of people 
when such is the standard of living. This book derives its 
name from the leaders of “judges” God raised up to deliver 
His people. Judges offers an account of the “Dark Ages” 
of Israel’s history from the death of Joshua to the days of 
Samuel. Plain and simple, Israel forsook God (Judges 2:13) 
and God judged Israel (Judges 2:23). There is a repetitious 
cycle of backsliding, judgement and deliverance. Though 
released from the wilderness wanderings, Israel wandered 
from the God of blessing.
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Broad Outline
 I. The Cause of Israel’s Failure 1:1–3:6
 II. The Course of Israel’s Failure 3:7–16:31
  A. Six Apostasies
  B. Six Servitudes
  C. Six Heathen Nations
  D. Six Deliverances
 III. The Chaos of Israel’s Failure 17–21
  A. Spiritual Confusion 17–18
  B. Moral Collapse 19
  C. Political Corruption 20-21

Apostasy Oppression Deliverance
3:5-9 Mesopotamia (8) Othniel
3:12-14 Moab (18) Ehud/Shamgar
4:1-3 Canaan (20) Deborah
6:1-10 Midianites (7) Gideon
10:6-18 Philistines (18) Jephthah
13:1 Philistines (20) Samson

Bold Message

1.  Human __________________________ and

 _______________________________ without divine

 _______________________________ brings

 _____________________________________________.
In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did 
what was right in his own eyes. —Judges 17:6 ESV

2. God often chose to deal with ___________________

 ___________________ through __________________

 rather than __________________________________.
 Judges 2:10-14; Romans 1:18-28

3. God’s _______________________ remains when our

 ________________________ is __________________.

 He ________________________________ the cry of

 ________________________________ hearts.
 Judges 3:7-9, 15; 4:3-4; 6:6; 10:15-16; 13:1-5, 24

4.  God uses all kinds of __________________________

 to accomplish His _____________________________.
 1 Corinthians 1:26-29; Judges 6:11-17

5. No amount of spiritual _________________________

 or ____________________________ will make you
 immune to the threat of becoming a spiritual

 _________________________________.
24Don’t you realize that in a race everyone runs, but only 
one person gets the prize? So run to win! 25All athletes are 
disciplined in their training. They do it to win a prize that 
will fade away, but we do it for an eternal prize. 26So I run 
with purpose in every step. I am not just shadowboxing. 
27I discipline my body like an athlete, training it to do what 
it should. Otherwise, I fear that after preaching to others 
I myself might be disqualified. —1 Corinthians 9:24-27 NLT

6.  The greatest thing about Judges is not the

 ____________________, but the _________________.

	 •	God’s	resource	is	_________________________.
   Judges 3:10, 6:34, 11:29, 13:25

“…Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,”
 says the LORD Almighty. —Zechariah 4:6 NIV


