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Pray Together
Use the first few minutes of your time together to lead your group in a focused prayer time. 
• Praise: Spend time praising God for who He is.
• Repent: Take a few moments to silently confess any sin that is lingering in your heart.
• Ask: Verbalize your needs and the needs of others to God.
• Yield: Surrender your will to God.

Read Together
At Warren, we often speak about Christianity as a unique way of life centered on Jesus Christ. We believe that 
when Christ is Lord, nothing is outside of His rule and authority. Nothing. Christ’s lordship impacts every area of 
our lives and every action we undertake.

And so, a uniquely Christian discussion of marriage cannot take place without considering Christ’s lordship over 
the institution and each individual member within it. When Christ is Lord, our marriage, our roles, our attitudes, our 
perspectives, our commitments must align and attune with His heart. But how? How do we submit to Christ’s 
lordship?

How do we become Christ-like men and women?

How do we develop Christ-likeness in our marriages? 

How do we develop Christ-like homes and families?

Married or unmarried, how do we live a unique way of life centered on Jesus?

Discuss Together
Use these questions to engage in an informative and impactful discussion.
• The letter to the Philippians is written by the Apostle Paul from a Roman prison. It is a very personal letter. 

Unlike other of letters of Paul (e.g., Corinthians or Galatians), Philippians is very joy-filled. And it is evident from 
its content that this joy flows out of and through Christ in their lives. The name Jesus and His various titles 
appear 51 times in only 104 verses! Read Philippians 2:1-8. How does a common joy in Christ unite diverse 
people? Identify specific barriers which would otherwise divide but are now removed through Christ. How does 
Christ remove these barriers? Reference specific passages of Scripture to support your answers.

• As you read Philippians 2:1-8, focus on the marriage relationship. How does a common joy in Christ unite a man 
and a woman in the marriage relationship? Identify specific barriers which would otherwise divide a marriage but 
are now removed through Christ. How does Christ remove these barriers? Reference specific passages of 
Scripture to support your answers. If you are married, share how Christ has worked in your own marriage to 
unite you and your spouse in Him.
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• Not all marriages are “equally yoked” together in Christ (i.e., one spouse is a believer in Christ while the other is 
not yet). Consider passages like 1 Corinthians 7:10-17, Ephesians 5:21-33, Philippians 2:1-8, and others. 
Identify some wise, Christ-honoring actions for the believing spouse. Perhaps you know a specific individual 
who is the unbelieving spouse. Identify one way God may be calling you to begin investing in this person’s 
spiritual life.

Before moving on, take time to pray for specific marriages where there is a believing spouse and a non-
believing spouse. If your group is large, this may work best by breaking into smaller groups who will pray for 
specific names of people.

• Faithfulness to one another in marriage is ultimately a result of faithfulness to Christ in your individual lives. 

- Whether married or unmarried, what is one area you need to grow up in Christ? How can you do that? Who 
could help you? (Though it may be uncomfortable, encourage people to share these out loud. If someone is 
reluctant to share, don’t be demanding. Remind the group that there is a great benefit which comes from 
knowing the needs and shared struggles within a group.)

- If you are married, identify some practical steps you can take to encourage your spouse to greater 
faithfulness to Christ. What attitudes or actions do you need to implement that will enable your spouse to 
grow up in Christ?

How I must obey Christ…
• Examine yourself. As a result of this study, identify a specific area in which you need to obey Christ this week.

• How do you specifically need to obey Christ in this area this week?

• How can Jesus redeem this area? How has He proven that in Scripture?

• Who will keep you accountable to this commitment this week?

Pray Together
Read and pray through Matthew 7:24-27.
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