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Read the Gospel 
Read the Scripture and overview below before your Life Group meets. 
Scripture passage: John 21 
 
We all fear failure. None of us wants to admit defeat, miss the mark, or fall short of meeting a deadline, and 
doing so often leaves us wondering and wandering. Am I good enough? Did I do all I could do? How did I get 
to this place? Maybe I am not where God would have me be? These are questions that flow from a place of 
failure and defeat. But Jesus. Jesus came to renew and restore that which is broken. In John chapter 21, 
Jesus breathes new life into Peter and reminds him that it is not his determination, but Christ’s transformation 
that is essential to fulfilling God’s purpose for his life. Jesus hits the restart button for Peter and allows him 
the opportunity to regroup and recover. Jesus reminds Peter that, with laser-like focus, he must trust and 
believe completely in Him, so he can live a life that brings glory to His Lord and Master. 
 
Pray for the Work of the Gospel 
Use the first few minutes of your lesson to lead your group in a focused prayer time.  

• Praise God that He is Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. 
• Repent from any disobedience in your life. 
• Ask the Holy Spirit to help you move on from your mistakes and begin again. 
• Yield to the Holy Spirit as you start anew. 

 
Engage in the Gospel 
Use these questions to engage in an informative and impactful discussion with your Life Group. 
 

• Discuss any moments of failure in your life. What did you learn from these times?  
 

Read John 21:1-14 
• Talk about the progression of events in these verses. What had the disciples restarted that Jesus had 

told them to stop doing? (See Mark 1:16-20) 
 

• Why do you think they began fishing again? 
 

• What are you doing that Jesus had told you to stop doing? 
 

• Stopping something familiar and beginning something new can be difficult. What do you know about 
God that can help you stop the familiar and begin the new?  

 
o Revelation 21:5-7 
o Hebrews 12:1-2 
o 2 Corinthians 5:17 
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• Has the Lord told you to “cast the net on the other side for a fresh catch?” Will you obey? What is 
holding you back? Discuss verses that will help calm your fears, build your faith, or bring peace to 
your anxieties regarding this change. 
 

Read John 21:15-19 
• Pastor McKinley stated three important truths about new beginnings. Discuss each truth and what you 

learn about God from each. 
o Truth #1: New beginnings are possible.  

! What was conveyed to the disciples in Mark 16:1-7? Did Jesus do what He said He 
would do?  

! What do you learn about the faithfulness of God from this passage? (See also 
Lamentations 3:21-24) 

! What did the faithfulness of Jesus mean for Peter in this passage? 
 

o Truth # 2: New beginnings must be personal. 
! Jesus had a personal encounter with Simon Peter in John 21:15-19. Peter, though 

zealous for Christ, had denied Him at His crucifixion. What had Jesus said to Peter 
about his life purpose in Matthew 16:13-20?  

! Has the Lord ever had to remind you of your purpose? How did He lovingly restore 
your confidence in His calling on your life? 

! We can do nothing on our own to fulfill the purpose God has in our lives. Who helps us 
live a life of transformation and faith? (See John 14, 15, and 16) 
 

o Truth #3: New beginnings can be painful. 
! Jesus and Peter had to “talk through” his failure so He asked Peter a series of 

questions. Discuss each question and response, and the meanings behind each.  
! What do you learn from this conversation that can help you as you grow in your 

knowledge of the Lord? 
! What was Jesus foreshadowing in verses 18-19 about Peter’s future? 
! How can this passage help you lead yourself or someone else to a renewed life in 

Christ? 
 
Live the Gospel 
These questions are meant to encourage you to apply spiritual truth and live on mission for Jesus. It 
is your Life Group leader’s responsibility to challenge you and hold you accountable to taking steps 
of growth and faith. Take these questions to heart. Allow the Holy Spirit to prompt you to grow in 
your role as a disciple and ultimately, a disciple-maker. 
 

• Is there someone in your life who needs to begin again in his/her relationship with the Lord? Will you 
help this person restart? 

 
Joshua Code memory verse:  
 The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty 
of man. – Ecclesiastes 12:13 


