
    
                                                                                                                   
 
 

The Other Side of Christmas: Celebrated as a Conqueror 
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Read the Gospel 
Read the Scripture and overview below before your Life Group meets. 
Scripture passage: John 20:1-31 
 
We do not celebrate Christmas because of a baby born in a manger; we celebrate Christmas because the 
crown prince of Heaven was born, lived, died, and then conquered death. Just as Mary went to the tomb on 
Easter morning and found it empty, we are born with empty hearts that can only be filled by the King of Glory. 
As a baby, Jesus’ eyes locked first on His sweet mother, Mary, and after His resurrection, He looked tenderly 
into the face of Mary Magdalene, who was the first to lock eyes with the risen Lord. In those moments, fear 
and faith collided, and the result was life in His name. Many doubted at His birth and many more at His death 
and resurrection, but the truth is this – Jesus was born. Jesus lived. Jesus conquered death. Jesus is coming 
again. Have you allowed Jesus to fill you with the gift of His presence, peace, power, and purpose, or are you 
clinging to the empty – empty religion, empty circumstances, empty promises? Choose the One who is able 
to fill the empty. Choose to believe and live in the One who emptied Himself, by trading His crown for a cross, 
all so we could be emptied of sin and overflow with abundant life in Him. 
 
Pray for the Work of the Gospel 
Use the first few minutes of your lesson to lead your group in a focused prayer time.  

• Praise God for Jesus, Immanuel, “God with us.” 
• Repent from any spiritual apathy that marks your life. 
• Ask the Holy Spirit to help give you a sense of Jesus’ presence and peace this Christmas. 
• Yield to the Holy Spirit as you share the hope of Immanuel to those who need to believe in Him. 

 
Engage in the Gospel 
Use these questions to engage in an informative and impactful discussion with your Life Group. 
 

• Talk about gifts you have received at Christmas in years past. What gifts have your received that fulfill 
a need or purpose in life? What gifts have you received that are “empty” or have no real value to you? 
 

• When we give the gift of Jesus to someone at Christmas by sharing our story of redemption, our 
investment brings hope, joy, life, and peace. Who have you shared The Gift with this Christmas? 
 

Read John 20:1-10 (For additional details read the parallel passages from the other synoptic Gospels 
found in Matthew 28, Mark 16, and Luke 24.) 

• Mary was giving the gift of respect to Jesus on that first Easter morning as she was on her way to the 
tomb to anoint Jesus’ body. Discuss the fear that Mary and the others felt as they realized Jesus’ 
body was missing. When have you experienced fear as a result of what you do not see? 
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• What had they forgotten? (See Luke 9:21-22, John 16:16-24) Discuss the Old and New Testament 
prophecies that point to Christ’s birth, life, death, burial, and resurrection. How does this evidence give 
testimony to the truth of who Christ is and what He has accomplished in conquering death? 

 
Read John 5:39-47.  

• Jesus said this to Jews about Himself, yet they still did not believe. His disciples did believe in Him, 
yet in their grief and fear, they forgot. When have you allowed fear to blind you to the Truth of the 
Gospel or to the Truth that with God all things are possible? 

 
Read John 20:11-18. 

• Mary’s fear and faith collided when her ears heard Jesus’ voice and her eyes locked with His. When 
has your fear been turned to faith because of an encounter with Jesus? 
 

• When have you “seen the Lord” in your impossible situation as a result of faith? 
 

• Have you ever helped someone else “see the Lord,” believe, and live? 
 

• Everyday is an opportunity for believers to testify to Christ in us. Are others “seeing the Lord” in you? 
Why or why not? What changes do you need make to help others see Jesus in you? ( See also 1 
Corinthians 15:5-8) 

 
Read John 20:19-31. 

• Discuss Thomas’ doubt. How are we much like Thomas in our daily lives? 
 

• What is the purpose of the Gospel of John? How should this affect the way we live?  
 (See John 20:30-31) 
 

• There are three important things you can share with others (and remember for yourself) about Jesus 
in your daily life: 

o Jesus can conquer every place with His presence.  
o Jesus can conquer every fear with His peace. 
o Jesus can conquer every life limitation with His power and purpose. 

 
When have you celebrated the conquering power of Jesus’ presence, peace, power, and purpose in 
your life recently? 
 

Live the Gospel 
These questions are meant to encourage you to apply spiritual truth and live on mission for Jesus. It 
is your Life Group leader’s responsibility to challenge you and hold you accountable to taking steps 
of growth and faith. Take these questions to heart. Allow the Holy Spirit to prompt you to grow in 
your role as a disciple and ultimately, a disciple-maker. 
 

• Is there someone in your life who needs to experience the conquering presence, peace, power, and 
purpose of Jesus? Will you share this gift with them this week?  

 
Joshua Code memory verse:  
 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!  
– Revelation 22:20 




