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Read the Gospel 
Read the Scripture and overview below before your Life Group meets. 
Scripture passage: John 19:1-24 
 
Our beliefs shape us. What we say, think, and know about something influences our attitudes and actions, as 
well as, our fears and our faith. The Apostles’ Creed is the believer’s statement of faith. Moving from the birth 
of Christ to His death, we declare the totality of His work for us as we make this confession. Our affirmation 
begins with the miraculous, Spirit-conceived birth of Jesus, moves to the suffering He endured under Pontius 
Pilate, and culminates with His crucifixion, death, burial, and resurrection. In John 19, we will look at Christ’s 
suffering and sorrow. We will behold Him as our Savior, Sacrifice, and Substitute, remembering that since 
Jesus took our place, we stand in His amazing Grace. 
 
Pray for the Work of the Gospel 
Use the first few minutes of your lesson to lead your group in a focused prayer time.  

• Praise God for Christ, who was crucified for your sins. 
• Repent of any unbelief in your life. 
• Ask the Holy Spirit to help you reflect the love of Jesus to those who do not know Him. 
• Yield to the Holy Spirit as you share the hope of Christ with others. 

 
Engage in the Gospel 
Use these questions to engage in an informative and impactful discussion with your Life Group. 
 

• Read the Apostles’ Creed below and discuss the elements of this belief statement with your group 
members. Do you believe what this creed says? Have you confessed this statement and made it your 
personal belief system? 

The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
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• Read Luke 2:8-11, John 1:29, and 19:5. The angel announced the coming of the promised Savior, 
John proclaimed that the perfect sacrifice had arrived, and Pilate revealed that a substitute was ready. 
Discuss these three proclamations about Jesus and what each means to the believer.  
 

• This Christmas, will you testify to a friend, neighbor, or co-worker who does not know Jesus! that a 
Savior, Sacrifice, and Substitute has come to provide eternal life for them? 

 
Read John 19 along with Isaiah 53:4-7. 

• In what ways did Jesus suffer, physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually? 
 

• What does Scripture say that Jesus’s suffering would ultimately accomplish? 
 

• How have you suffered for Jesus’ sake?  
 

• Discuss ways Christians are persecuted today for the sake of Christ.  
 

• What is your response when suffering and persecution happen to you? 
 

• According to Isaiah 53:7, what was Jesus’ response to persecution? What do you learn from Jesus’ 
response? How does His response encourage or challenge you? 

 
• One way we honor and remember Jesus’ loving sacrifice is through sharing in the Lord’s Supper as a 

body of believers. Discuss the symbolism of Communion and how participating in the Lord’s Supper 
helps us remember the Gospel of grace given through Jesus’ death on our behalf. Do you find joy in 
celebrating the Lord’s Supper and reflecting on the work Jesus did on the Cross for those who would 
believe in Him? (See also 1 Corinthians 11:26, Ephesians 2:8, Philippians 2:8-11) 

 
• Pastor McKinley said, “Because Jesus took my place, I stand in His Amazing Grace.” Ponder the gift 

of Christ’s grace-gift. What does it mean to you?  
 
 
Live the Gospel 
These questions are meant to encourage you to apply spiritual truth and live on mission for Jesus. It 
is your Life Group leader’s responsibility to challenge you and hold you accountable to taking steps 
of growth and faith. Take these questions to heart. Allow the Holy Spirit to prompt you to grow in 
your role as a disciple and ultimately, a disciple-maker. 
 

• Are you allowing the Holy Spirit to help you grow in your role as a disciple and as a disciple-maker? 
• Who needs to hear the Gospel of Grace from you this week? 

 
Joshua Code memory verse:  
But our citizenship is in heaven, a from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. – Philippians 3:20 


