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Read the Gospel 
Read the Scripture and overview below before your Life Group meets. 
Scripture passage: John 18:33-19:2 
 
There are two sides of Christmas. One side, packaged in glittering paper and red-stained bows, is marked 
with glory, good tidings, and great joy. On this side of Christmas, we celebrate Christ’s coming – His advent. 
The incarnation, when God was made man, brings us delight, peace, hope, and wholeness.  
 
But the other side of Christmas, the side marked with pain, suffering, and shame, doesn’t gleam with lights or 
even hint at a stable. No, the other side of Christmas would one day come through tears, blood-stained from 
Jesus’ work of redemption on the Cross. Jesus, God in the flesh, the baby in the manger, once pursued by 
Wise Men, would one day be accused by Pilate and take residence not in a cradle, but on a cross.  
 
Pray for the Work of the Gospel 
Use the first few minutes of your lesson to lead your group in a focused prayer time.  

• Praise God for Jesus, Immanuel, “God with us.” 
• Repent from any spiritual apathy that marks your life. 
• Ask the Holy Spirit to help you reflect the love of Jesus to those who do not know Him. 
• Yield to the Holy Spirit as you share the hope of Immanuel to those who need to believe in Him. 

 
Engage in the Gospel 
Use these questions to engage in an informative and impactful discussion with your Life Group. 
 

• Ask group members to answer the question: “What does Christmas mean to you?”  
 

Give a brief account of what happens in John 18:1-32 and then read John 18:33-40. 
• Discuss the dialogue between Pilate and Jesus.  

 
• The first question Pilate asked Jesus was, “Are you the King of the Jews?” The Wise Men asked this 

question at Jesus birth. (See Matthew 2:1-2). Contrast the purpose behind this question in each of 
these passages. 

 
• All four Gospels ask this same question to Jesus, “Are you the King of the Jews?”  (See Matthew 

27:11, Mark 15:2, Luke 23:3, and John 18:33) How would you respond to the following questions: 
Who is Jesus? Why did Jesus come? Who is Jesus to you? 

 
• Who has the Holy Spirit prompted you to ask these questions to recently?  
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Read John 18:36-19:2 

• To what kingdom was Jesus referring when He made His declaration in verse 36? (Use the following 
verses as you discuss this question.) 

! Isaiah 9:2,6-7 
! Matthew 6:10 & 18:36 
! Matthew 6:33 
! Colossians 1:13 

 
• Matthew 6:33 says to “seek first the Kingdom of God.” How are you seeking the Kingdom of God 

daily? How does seeking the Kingdom of God bless you? How does your seeking God affect or 
benefit your family, your friends, your neighbors, and your co-workers? 
 

• What is Pilate’s reaction to Jesus throughout the trial? (See John 18:31, 33, 37-40, Luke 23:6-7,13-
25, John 19:1-2,12) 

 
• Pilate asks an interesting question in John 18:38. He asks, “What is truth?”  What or who is truth in 

your life? 
 

• In our world today, there is much talk about the absence of an absolute truth. How did Jesus bear 
witness to the Truth? (Use verses to affirm your answers.) 

 
• Jesus says in John 18:37, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose 

I have come into the world – to bear witness to the truth.” Describe the sacrificial love Jesus displayed 
when He laid down His royal crown in order to take up His crown of thorns. Articulate how this is both 
a glory and a tragedy. 

 
• You know the stories of Christmas, but is Jesus the story of your life? Not just a part of your life, but 

the essence of it? What needs to change in order to make Jesus the storyline of your life? 
 
 
Live the Gospel 
These questions are meant to encourage you to apply spiritual truth and live on mission for Jesus. It 
is your Life Group leader’s responsibility to challenge you and hold you accountable to taking steps 
of growth and faith. Take these questions to heart. Allow the Holy Spirit to prompt you to grow in 
your role as a disciple and ultimately, a disciple-maker. 
 

• Is there someone in your life who needs to know the Truth of who Jesus is this Christmas? 
• Will you share this gift with them?  

 
Joshua Code memory verse:  
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what 
he has done in the body, whether good or evil. – 2 Corinthians 5:10 




