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Read the Gospel 
Read the Scripture and overview below before your Life Group meets. 
Scripture passage: John 2:1-11 
 
We have all experienced moments in life when we need a miracle. Times when, unless a manifestation of 
God’s power seeps in, disappointment and despair prevail. We can also probably say that we have not only 
experienced disappointment, but have been the cause of another’s disappointment. This is equally as 
challenging, especially when we hurt someone we love. It is during these challenging times that we pray for a 
miracle and ask God to intervene.  
 
Jesus encounters such a challenge in Cana. The backdrop of this disappointment is a wedding, and the 
disaster that occurred sprang from a shortage of wine. To us this doesn’t seem like much of a tragedy, but in 
those days this would have led to humiliation for the bridegroom and his family. Jesus’ display of power in 
this all-important moment, revealed a glimpse of His glory to those He knew and was the first of seven signs 
or miracles we will explore in the Gospel of John. As we explore these touching moments of encounter 
between Jesus and everyday people, we will see how these signs helped affirm the disciples’ belief in Him 
and brought shape and validity to His claim of deity. Studying these encounters can shape our faith as well 
and help us grasp the underlying truth purposed in the Gospel of John – believe and live. 
 
Pray for the Work of the Gospel 
Use the first few minutes of your lesson to lead your group in a focused prayer time.  

• Praise Jesus by declaring His authority, power, and might. Tell Him who He is! 
• Repent from unbelief and disengagement from the Gospel. 
• Ask God to restore damaged and broken relationships caused by disappointment. 
• Yield to the Holy Spirit’s work as you share the Gospel by the way you live your life. 

 
Engage in the Gospel 
Use these questions to engage in an informative and impactful discussion with your Life Group. 

• Talk about disappointments that you have had to face. How did you cope? Did God intervene? What 
was the result? How did it strengthen your faith? 

 
• Read John 2:1-2. Describe the scene of Jesus’ ministry debut. Discuss the importance of Jesus 

being at a wedding where He would encounter normal, everyday people. What did Jesus come to 
earth to do? (See Matthew 20:28, Mark 2:17, Luke 4:18, 19:10, John 6:38, 10:10, 12:46, Galatians 
4:4-5)  

 
• Read John 2:3-5. What kind of social impact did running out of wine pose for the bridegroom and his 

family?  
 

• Mary turned to Jesus during this time of crisis. Where do you turn in crisis? 
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• What was Jesus’ response to Mary, and to what “hour” was He referring? (See also John 7:6, 8. 30, 
8:20, John 13:1, 17:1, Matthew 26:18) 

 
• What do the following Scriptures tell us about time and about the sovereign hand of God? 

! Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 
! Psalm 90:2, 12 
! Proverbs 16:9 
! Jeremiah 29:11 

! Acts 1:17 
! Galatians 4:4-5  
! James 4:13-15

 
• Jesus told His mother, “Not now.” In saying this, He was teaching an important lesson – Not even 

those closest to Jesus can leverage Him to get the preferred outcome they desire. When have you 
attempted to manipulate Jesus into a favorable response? What was the outcome? Why is this not a 
good practice? How does this kind of behavior indicate a lack of trust and belief in who Jesus is? 
 

• What is Mary’s response after hearing from Jesus in John 2:4-5? What is your response when the 
Lord tells you “not now”? What should our response always be? Find verses on obedience and 
discuss with your Life Group. 

 
• Read John 2:6-11. How does this sign help us see more of Jesus and the wonder of His power? 

 
• Jesus displayed a portion of His glory when He performed this miracle. He made it known that His 

presence – anytime, anyplace, and with anyone – could transform disgrace and disappointment into 
something life changing. How has Jesus done this for you?  

 
• What might be significant about the first miracle of Jesus occurring at a wedding? (See Revelation 

19:7-9, Ephesians 5:25-27) 
 

• When have you seen Jesus take your disappointment and turn it into an appointment of His grace? 
What did that look like? How did you display His grace to others in your situation? (See 2 Corinthians 
12:8-9, Hebrews 4:16, 1 Peter 5:10) 

 
• Note that the water pots used for the new wine were not new, but rather Jesus changed the contents 

of the jars from the inside out. He transforms us this way as well. Read the following verses and 
discuss the transformation that occurs when we believe and live. (Ezekiel 36:26, Romans 12:1-2,   

            2 Corinthians 5:17, Revelation 21:5-7) 
 
Live the Gospel 
These questions are meant to encourage you to apply spiritual truth and live on mission for Jesus. It 
is your Life Group leader’s responsibility to challenge you and hold you accountable to taking steps 
of growth and faith. Take these questions to heart. Allow the Holy Spirit to prompt you to grow in 
your role as a disciple and ultimately a disciple-maker. 
 

• Ask God to help you identify someone who is in a disappointing situation that you can invest in and 
encourage this week. What, specifically, will you do to point them to the Gospel? 

 
 Joshua Code memory verse:  

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.  – Acts 1:8 


