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Before the Lesson 
Read the Scripture and overview below before your LIFE Group meets. 
Scripture passages: John 14, Acts 1 & 2 
 
“But the helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things 
and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.” These words spoken by Jesus to His 
disciples in John 14:26 tell us about the arrival of the One who would come after Jesus’ ascension 
to heaven. Jesus taught His followers face to face for many years, but as the time for His departure 
drew near, He comforted them with the assurance that God’s Spirit would surely come. Jesus would 
not leave them without the help they needed to continue living godly and joy-filled lives. This helper, 
sent by the Father, would teach them, remind them, and fill them with peace in the midst of 
adversity.  
 
The first believers experienced the filling of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, recorded in Acts 1 and 2. 
They were privy to a first-hand account of this incredible gift, and we are also privileged to witness 
the filling of God’s Spirit within our own bodies when we accept Jesus as Savior and Lord. Daily we 
have the assistance of one-on-one guidance and the sustaining power of the Holy Spirit as Christ-
followers. What gifts God gave us through the arrival, sacrifice, and ascension of His Son and, 
ultimately, the arrival and filling of His Spirit! 
 

Focus question:  
What is your understanding of the Holy Spirit and His role in your life as a believer? 

_________________________________________ 
 
Group Discussion 

• Read the following verses (and others that come to mind) and discuss how the Holy Spirit was at work 
in the Old Testament.  

 
§ Genesis 1:2 
§ Genesis 6:3 
§ Exodus 31:3 
§ 1 Chronicles 38:12 
§ Nehemiah 9:20 
§ Job 33:4 
§ Psalm 139:7 

§ Psalm 143:10 
§ Isaiah 61:1-3 
§ Isaiah 63:10-14 
§ Ezekiel 11:18-21 
§ Zechariah 7:11-12 
§ Zechariah 12:10-14 

 
• Read John 14:15-31 and identify the various jobs of the Holy Spirit mentioned in this passage. (e.g., 

John 14:16 – helper, advocate, or counselor.) 
 

• What reasons did Jesus give in John 14 for telling His disciples about the Holy Spirit at this time in His 
ministry? (See John 14:18, 20, 27, 29, 31.) 
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• John 16:5-15 gives further information about the Holy Spirit. According to verses 8-11, what will the 

Holy Spirit do to the world? How does this comfort or encourage you as a believer? 
 

• Discuss the following facts about the Holy Spirit that Pastor McKinley highlighted in his message: 
 

! The Holy Spirit is Distinct in Ministry (He is another of the same kind) – John 14:16-17  
! The Holy Spirit is Equal in Personality – Matthew 28:18-20 
! The Holy Spirit is Focused in Activity – John 15:26-27, 16:14-15 

 
• The following are roles of the Holy Spirit outlined in Scripture. How do each of these roles provide you 

with peace and assurance in your daily living? 
 
The Holy Spirit is our … 
 

! Seal of Assurance – Ephesians 1:13, 4:30 
! Supplier of Knowledge – 1 Corinthians 2:12-13 
! Secret to Personal Victory – Romans 8:26, Ephesians 1:19-21 
! Strength of Public Service – 1 Corinthians 12:4-7 
! Sustainer of Joy – Romans 15:13, Galatians 5:22-23 

 
• Read Romans 8:9-17. Who can you share the gift of the Holy Spirit with this week? Who do you know 

who needs to experience the arrival of the Holy Spirit for the first time? Will you share it with them, not 
with your own words or in your own strength, but in the strength and power of the Holy Spirit at work 
within you?  
 

• How can a greater understanding of the work and ministry of the Holy Spirit help you live a life of 
victory this week? (Romans 8:16-17, 26-28) 

 
 
Further Study (to be used in your personal Quiet Time) 
Read Romans 8 this week. Pray and thank God for the gift of the Holy Spirit and His work in our lives as 
believers. 
 

Joshua Code memory verse:  
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness. – 2 Timothy 3:16 
 
 

Family Time
If they’re old enough, give your children a balloon and ask them to blow in small amounts of air as you read 
Acts 2:1-21 in an understandable translation. Talk about being filled with the Holy Spirit like the balloon is 
filled with air. Then remind them that if we aren’t filled with the Holy Spirit, then we are lifeless like a balloon 
with no air. At this point, let the balloon fly around the room until it lands on the floor without the air. (NOTE: 
For younger children, have an adult blow air in the balloon and do the demonstration.) 
 


