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Before the Lesson 
Read the Scripture and overview below before your LIFE Group meets. 
Scripture passages: John 11 
 
The testimony of the resurrection is the ultimate story and final victory in the Bible. Everything rises and falls 
regarding our faith based upon the integrity of this foundation. Timothy Keller put it this way when he said, 
“The issue on which everything stands is not whether you like Christianity, but whether or not Christ rose 
from the dead.” The celebration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ is the single greatest influence in our daily 
living. It’s not just an end-of-life issue. Easter–Resurrection Sunday–is a day of hope, peace, joy, and 
life. When a person places their faith in the fact of the resurrection of Christ, they are made “alive in Christ" 
and given this everlasting hope, joy, and peace. From that moment forward, they are unbound and freed from 
the grave-clothes of sin and given a new life–a new “way of life”–all because of the amazing sacrifice, burial, 
and triumph of Jesus the Christ. 

Focus question:  
What is your response to the resurrection of Jesus Christ?  

_________________________________________ 
 
Group Discussion 

• Read John 11:1-16 and describe the details of Jesus’ whereabouts at the time of Lazarus’ death and 
His decision to wait two days before traveling to Bethany. 
 

• From these verses what does Jesus’ reaction, knowledge, and restraint tell you about Him and the 
validity of His authority? 

 
• Read the following verses that pertain to Jesus’ authority. How do each of them validate that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God? 
 

§ Matthew 21:23-27 
§ Matthew 28:18-19 
§ John 1:1, 14 

§ Ephesians 1:19-22 
§ Colossians 1:16, 2:10 
§ Hebrews 1:1-2 

 
• Compare John 11:4 and 15 with John 20:30-31. What did Jesus want His followers to understand as 

a result of the miracle that was about to occur? What does He want you to understand?  
 

• Once we come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ, what else would He have us believe as a result 
of the power that comes from Him and is at work within us? 

 
• Read John 11:17-27. According to verse 22, what did Martha believe about? What does this tell you 

about her faith in Him? 
 

• The greatest promise to all mankind was made in verses 25-26. Do you believe this promise? How 
would you use these two verses to talk to an unbeliever about Jesus?  
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• Read John 11:28-37. How is Mary’s conversation with Jesus different from Martha’s? 

 
• In verse 35, we read that, “Jesus wept.” How does this statement give further testimony to Jesus’ love 

and care for His people? 
 

• What does verse 37 tell you about some of the by standers? Have you ever made a statement like 
that about Jesus, expressing disappointment in Him as a result of an unmet expectation? How did you 
work through that expression? Did Jesus leave you disappointed, or did He prove Himself faithful to 
fulfill His purpose in your situation? 

 
• Read John 11:38-44. Pastor McKinley pointed out that the phrase “deeply moved” reveals the feeling 

of emotional indignation or outrage. Jesus was troubled by the disappointment of sinful man. He knew 
that none of what was happening or about to happen was in God’s original plan for mankind. It was 
the curse of sin that brought pain, grief, and death into the world. He knew the only way to “fix” this 
problem was to provide a sacrifice of death. Read Galatians 3:10-14 and discuss how Jesus 
responded to death that day and on Calvary for you and me only days after. 

 
• When Jesus called for Lazarus to come out in verse 43, the imagery portrayed in this resurrection was 

powerful. How does Jesus do this for us today? 
 

• Once Lazarus was unbound and “let go,” he was truly alive and free. How does this show the freedom 
we find from the removal of the weight of our sins and unrighteousness at our point of conversion? 

 
• We are imperfect and still sin after we accept Christ, so it is a necessity that we look to Jesus daily for 

cleansing and the discipline needed to help us become more like Him. What does Hebrews 12:1-11 
instruct us to do so we are not weighed down with sin and discouragement? 

 
 

Further Study (to be used in your personal Quiet Time) 
In your Quiet Time this week, search God’s Word for passages that focus on “new life” or “new creation” such 
as these listed below: 
 

• Romans 6:1-23 
• 2 Corinthians 3:1-18 
• 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 

 
Joshua Code memory verse:  
From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
 – Matthew 4:17 
 

Family Time
Have your children act out the story of Lazarus from John 11. Using paper towel or toilet paper, wrap 
someone up in grave clothes like Lazarus, have someone pretend to be Jesus, and someone else to play the 
roles of Mary and Martha. Talk about how difficult it is to walk when you are bound in “grave clothes” (sin) 
and how much easier it is to walk when you are free (forgiven). 


