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Before the Lesson 
Read the Scripture and overview below before your LIFE Group meets. 
Scripture passages: Ezra 1:1-4, 7 and Nehemiah 8-9 
 
God uses the nation of Israel to teach believers valuable truths. Looking through the pages of 
biblical history, we can glean much wisdom from the contrasts between Godʼs unfailing faithfulness 
and manʼs faltering faith. We see Godʼs providential acts and Israelʼs presumptuous ways. We see 
God uphold His covenant as Israel breaks her promises to follow and obey. Through each time of 
turning away and turning back, Godʼs people are met with His desire to renew, recover, and 
recommit, bringing them back to repentance and rededication.  
 
We see this recommitment as we picture the rebuilding of the walls and temple in Jerusalem in the 
days of Ezra and Nehemiah. We see this renewal as we envision Godʼs people assembled before 
Him as Ezra read from the Book of the Law from sunup to sundown. We see this as we imagine the 
Israelitesʼ response of rededication after their time of dispersion.  
 
But what do we, as the Church, learn from this type of teaching? Much like a house or a building is 
dedicated upon its completion, perhaps we need to renew, rededicate, and recommit our hearts in 
response to Godʼs unfailing faithfulness to us. As we look around our community, examine our 
personal lives, and consider “the state of our church,” perhaps, with hearts of gratitude, we need to 
turn humbly to God and thank Him for the blessings He has lavished on us. 
 

Focus question:  
What is God calling you to do in response to the truths learned from the 

 rebuilding projects in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah? 
_________________________________________ 

 
Group Discussion 
 

• Discuss the “back story” of what happened from the time Solomon built the temple until the Israelites 
returned to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple and the city walls. (Skim 2 Chronicles 10-36 and read 
36:15-21.) 
 

• Read Isaiah 44:28 and 45:1. What do these verses say about Cyprus? 
 

• Read 2 Chronicles 36:22-23 and Ezra 1:1-4, 7. What miracle occurred here, and what do you make of 
this mighty act of God and His providence? 

 
• In the book of Ezra the remnant of Israel focused on rebuilding the temple. In chapter 4 they 

experienced opposition. Skim this chapter to get the context of the problems going on. In what ways 
do believers today experience opposition from outside forces? In what ways do they experience 
opposition from within, causing disunity in the church and among each other? 
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• The rebuilding of the temple was halted until what occurred in Ezra chapter 6?  
 

• Read Nehemiah!s prayer after hearing that the walls of Jerusalem had been broken down and the 
gates burned. Talk about some of the elements of this heartfelt prayer. How do you come to God with 
your requests? Are there any elements of Nehemiah!s prayer that you need to begin incorporating into 
your prayers? Do you genuinely grieve over your sins and the sins of the world? 

 
• After the walls are restored, there is a wonderful dedication. Read Nehemiah 8:2-3, 5-6. What was the 

response of the people when the Book of the Law was read? How do you approach God!s Holy 
Word? Do you approach it with reverent awe, eagerness, and excitement, or are you flippant with the 
handling of God!s Word, taking if for granted? Do you take the time to read and study God!s Word 
outside the walls of the church or Life Group? 

 
• In Nehemiah 9 the Israelites confess their sins. Skim through this chapter and then read Nehemiah 

9:32-38. What did the Israelites do as a sign that they wanted to renew and rededicate their lives to 
God and be obedient to Him?  

 
• Has there ever been a time of spiritual renewal and revival in your life? Are you sensing the need to 

come to God in humble repentance as the Israelites did, asking for forgiveness and rebuilding your life 
around the Lord rather than around things of the world? 

 
• Take a few minutes to review the Warren!s Membership Agreement attached. How will you respond to 

this commitment? Will you: 
o Act with love, speak positive and encouraging words, pray, and support the leadership? 
o Pray for the church and its mission and ministries, and commit to give to support those 

ministries? 
o Serve and do your part for your church and community? 
o Live your life setting a godly example for others and telling others about Jesus? 

 
• How would living this way of life show those who do not know Jesus the authenticity of living a Christ-

like life by exemplifying His behavior? 
 
Further Study (to be used in your personal Quiet Time) 
Take time to read Nehemiah this week to gain full understanding of the history behind this time of revival. 
 

Joshua Code memory verse:  
No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be 
tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you 
may be able to endure it. – 1 Corinthians 10:13 

 
Family Time
Talk to your children about second chances and God!s desire to restore us when we come to Him for 
forgiveness. Help your child build a small tower or wall using rocks or stones. Talk about how you worked 
together to build the wall and how much fun it was to work as a unified team. Then have your child smash the 
wall. Relate this action to what happens when we sin or disobey God. When we do this, there is a rebuilding 
process that has to occur. We must go to God, seek forgiveness, and renew our commitment to Him. Part of 
the recommitment is deciding to obey God and repairing the damage. 
 



Warren a Way of Life 2015

Warren!s Membership Agreement 
 
Having received Jesus Christ as my personal Savior and Lord, having followed the Lord in believer!s baptism 
by immersion, and having agreed to the doctrinal beliefs and practices of Warren Baptist Church, I now feel 
led of the Holy Spirit to unite with this church as a member. In doing so, I commit myself to God and to my 
fellow members in the following ways: 
 
  I will protect the unity of my church . . . 
 by acting with love, kindness, and respect toward other members 

by speaking only positive, helpful, and encouraging words 
by praying for, supporting, and following the leadership of my church 
 

 I will share in the responsibility of my church . . . 
by praying for its health, for its growth, and for its impact in the world 
by seeking to understand, support, and fulfill its mission and purposes 

  by giving regularly to my church and its ministries 
 

 I will serve in the ministry of my church . . . 
  by discovering my spiritual gifts, talents, and abilities 
  by developing a servant!s heart that puts others first  

by doing my part to serve the Lord, my church, and community
 

 I will support the testimony of my church . . . 
  by attending faithfully and fulfilling my commitments 
  by living a godly example for others to see and to follow 

by telling others about Jesus and inviting them to my church 
 

By God!s grace and in full reliance on His Spirit, I do pledge this commitment to my fellow believers and 
members of Warren Baptist Church.   
 
 


