
    
                                                                                                                   
 
 

Epic Events: A Man Called Abraham 
Date: 2/8/15 

 

©Warren a Way of Life 2015 

Before the Lesson 
Read the Scripture and overview below before your LIFE Group meets. 
Scripture passages: Genesis 12:1-9, 15-17, 22 
 
Abraham was known as a man of immense faith, but what made his faith authentic? Was it seeing the plan 
God had for him, following a specific roadmap, and checking to-dos off a list? No, it was not. God gave 
Abraham an assignment, but He did not disclose all of the details. Abraham followed God, but He did not 
always know where He was going. Abraham desired to obey God, but He sometimes made mistakes. What, 
then, makes Abraham such a man of faith? Genesis 15:6 plainly tells us: “Abraham believed the Lord, and 
he counted it to him as righteousness.”  
 
Abraham believed. He simply took God at His word and rested on the promises of his creator. Abraham’s 
rightness with God was not based on anything he could see or do or touch. It wasn’t based on his obedience 
or works. Abraham trusted God to fulfill the covenant He had made with him. This covenant was 
unconditional, based on God’s grace and on His Son, Jesus’ redemptive work on the cross, planned by God 
long before it ever came to be. This man, Abraham, was a great man of faith, but his great faith was solely a 
result of our great Savior, Jesus.  
 

Focus question:  
How do you see God’s plan of redemption in the life of Abraham? 

_________________________________________ 
 
Group Discussion 

• Read Genesis 12:1-9. What does God tell Abraham to do, and what does God promise He will do for 
Abraham? Now read Genesis 15:1-6. What further insight into God’s promises do you find in this 
passage? 
 

• The promises of God always have to do with the purposes of God. From the promises that were 
given to Abraham in the above verses, what was God’s overarching plan for mankind? Use these 
verses to discuss God’s purposes step by step. 

 
§ Genesis 3:15 
§ Romans 3:23 
§ Galatians 4:4-7 
§ Romans 8:28 

 
• In Genesis 15:7-21 God establishes a covenant with Abraham. The Abrahamic covenant (or Old 

Covenant) was very significant in that it was unconditional. God was the One who would fulfill the 
terms of the agreement. This solid, binding agreement between God and Abraham was made by 
cutting the flesh of animals. Abraham simply had to obey in faith.  
 

§ Where in Scripture do you see the fulfillment of the New Covenant? (Luke 23:44-46, 
John 1:29) 
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! What are its conditions? (John 3:16) 
! Is it conditional on your works, or is it based on grace through faith? (Ephesians 2:8)     

 
• According to the covenant God, He promised Abraham a son; yet when he was 86 years old, 

Abraham still had no child. What did Sarah suggest as a solution to this problem that Abraham 
willingly went along with? What were the results? (Genesis 16 and 21:1-21) What ramifications do 
we still see in the world today as a result of this disobedient union? 

 
• How do we see God’s tender, loving care for Ishmael even though he would not be the seed from 

which God would bring about the redemption of His people? 
 

• Read the account of Isaac’s sacrifice in Genesis 22. God tested Abraham’s faith in this story. What 
did this test show about Abraham? What does it show about God?  

 
• Abraham chose to place God as king of his heart. Read Hebrews 11:17-19. Abraham exercised his 

faith in God and his knowledge of who God was to help Him persevere through this time of testing. 
Name some reasons God tests believers. When has God tested you, and how did you respond to 
His testing?  

 
• Why is Mount Mariah, the place of Isaac’s sacrifice, significant? (See 2 Samuel 24:24-25, 2 

Chronicles 3:1, John 19:17) 
 

• In the pages of Scripture that encapsulate Abraham’s life, we see the character of God. Read the 
following verses, then cross-reference and discuss these names and attributes of God. 

 
! El Roi – the God who sees (Genesis 16:7-14, Psalm 91:1-2, Nahum 1:7) 
! Jehovah-Jireh – the God who provides, or literally, the Lord who sees beforehand 

(Genesis 22:10-14, Philippians 4:19) 
! God’s sovereignty – Authority and control (Psalm 139:1-6, Isaiah 46:3-10) 

 
• When have you run to the strong tower of El Roi? 
 
• How long has it been since you found hope in the all-sufficient arms of the Lord who provides? 

Explain. 
 

• How have you seen God’s sovereign hand working in your life this week? 
 
Further Study (to be used in your personal Quiet Time) 
Read the entire account of Abraham’s life this week in Genesis 12-22. 
 

Joshua Code memory verse:  
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled. – Matthew 5:6 

 
Family Time 
Read the story of Abraham to your children in an understandable translation. Talk to your children about the 
many conversations between Abraham and God. Remind them that they can talk to God as often as they 
would like through prayer. Spend some time talking to your children about a need they have, and encourage 
them to ask Jehovah-Jireh, the God who sees to it, to help them. 


