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Before the Lesson 
Read the Scripture and overview below before your LIFE Group meets. 
Scripture passage: Genesis 6-9 
 
Noah and the Ark … more than a children’s story or favorable fable, the facts and findings surrounding the 
ark and its outcome make this event in history one of the most significant occurrences recorded in Scripture. 
It is foundational to the understanding of both biblical testimony and biblical prophecy. Shaped within the 
context of the flood, we see the character of God. We see His judgment and His justice, His holiness and 
His wrath, His righteousness and His love, His forgiveness and His grace. 
 
Most of all we see hope – hope given from a holy God to an unholy, sinful people. No, the ark is no fairytale; 
it is a love story. It is a love story because within that hardened, pitch-stained, worn and cracked vessel, we 
see a foreshadowing of Jesus, our rescuer and redeemer. In the ark we see a picture of the One who loved 
the world so much that He satisfied His Father’s wrath and our sin in one epic moment as He hung on a 
hardened, blood-stained, old rugged cross.  
 

Focus question:  
How do the flood and the ark demonstrate the judgment, justice, and grace of God? 

_________________________________________ 
 
Group Discussion 
 

• Discuss some of the wickedness that led up to the flood, causing God to be “sorry He had created 
man on the earth” (Genesis 6:5-6)? 
 

• Read the following verses and talk about the character of God and why the fall of man and the 
wickedness that followed were in such conflict with His intentions. 

 
§ Holy: Exodus 15:11, 1 Samuel 2:2, Revelation 15:4 
§ Love: Psalm 106:1, Jeremiah 31:3, Romans 5:8 
§ Supreme and Sovereign: Psalm 50:10-11, 95:3-5, Acts 17:24-26 
§ Just (right, lawful): Deuteronomy 32:3-4, Psalm 89:14, 145:17, John 5:30 

 
• Genesis 6:6 says that God was both sorry and grieved. How does this statement in verse 6 show a 

tension between both the righteousness and love He had for His creation? 
 

• Discuss the two statements below and talk about the justice and grace seen in both of these truths 
about God. 

 
§ God delivers judgment upon sinners 
§ God delivers sinners from judgment. 
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• Read Genesis 6:8. What does “favor” mean? Look up verses that speak of the “favor or grace” of 

God and relate them to the meaning of the word in this verse.  
 

• How does the Bible describe Noah? (Genesis 6:9)  
 

• Noah was completely obedient to what God told him to do (Genesis 6:22, 7:5; Hebrews 11:7), even 
though the Lord’s instructions may have sounded a bit strange to him at times. What do you think his 
friends and neighbors may have said to him to cast doubt and disbelief on him as he was building 
this large vessel? 

 
• When have others cast doubt and disbelief on you as a result of your obeying God when things didn’t 

make sense? How did you respond? If you continued to steadfastly obey, what helped you maintain 
your faith? 

 
• How does the flood create a sense of urgency in your witnessing to those who do not know the Lord? 

(See Matthew 24:36-44 and 2 Peter 3:8-9.) 
 

• Grace first appears on the pages of Scripture in Genesis 6:8. How does the flood confirm the 
necessity of saving grace? Was it Noah’s righteousness that caused God to show him favor, or was 
it God’s gift to him? (Note: Inherent in the word grace is the idea that grace is bestowed on a person 
by the giver.) 

 
• Have you been rescued from the flood of sin and unrighteousness? What have you based your 

salvation on – your own righteousness. or the righteousness that comes through faith in Jesus?  
 

! Acts 4:12 
! Romans 5:6-8,15-17, 20-21 
! Ephesians 1:7 
! Ephesians 2:8-9 

 
Further Study (to be used in your personal Quiet Time) 

Do a word study. Use an online resource such as blueletterbible.org and search the Scriptures for 
the word grace. Look at verses that give you further insight on the grace of God. Ask God to give you 
a deeper understanding of His grace. 
 
 Joshua Code memory verse:  

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to his purpose. – Romans 8:28 (KJV) 
 

Family Time 
Read the story of the flood to your children in an understandable version. Using the imagery of the 
flood and the ark, talk to your children about how Jesus rescues us from sin. Fill the sink or tub with 
water. Put a toy boat and toy person in the tub. Now stir the water and make it rough. Talk about how 
sin (represented by the water) drowns us. Then reach down and place the toy person in the boat. 
Say, “This is what Jesus does for us. When we are drowning in our sin, He rescues us and puts us 
safely in the ark.”  




