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lower districts in the direction of Huntly, Keith,
in, to Inverness. It affects the system first by
pain in the throat; then follow headache, sick-
ness, with expectoration of a dark bilious-looking
substance, and general debility all over the body.
In the city of Aberdeen to such an extent did
. this e'f.idemic prevail last week, that for one or
two days University and King's College—now
in session—was closed ; at Marischal College and
University half the students were ill; at the
Grammar School the same proportion were
afflicted. At Gordon’s Honepital, out of 150
boys, 55 were confined to their beds., The West-
end Academy had to be shut up for a few days ;
and amongst those who are able to attend the
public schools there was nothing to be heard but
the incessant cough, as if the pupils were
breathing an atmosphere of the most pestilential
kind. On Sunday the churches and chapels
were half empty, and so general had the epidemic
become amongst the clergy, that supplies for
several of the pulpits had to.be got from Edin-
burgh and o&er places in the south. At
Montrose, the cpidemic has been equally alarm-
ing. Oneschool was short 65 scholars ; another
€0 ; a third 50, and 80 on ; the general deficiency
in the muster in seven t'n}mhlic schools being 350
scholars, and the to deficiency in all the
schools 810 scholam. Some of the public works
have been stopped for want of hands, and it may
be said that in every family in these districts
some one is ill. ‘The weather, which had been
damp and rainy, was considered to be the prin-
¢ipal cause of the disease. We are glad to hear
that very few deaths have occurred.

Saxrrary Coxpririon or THe Ciry or Epin-
»uren.—The Lord Provost and magistrates have
issued a proclamation in reference to the preva-
lence of fever, which, it is stated, is * greatly
aggravated and spread by the nauseous effluvia
arising from the filthy and unwholesome state of
many of the dwelling-houses and of the lanes
and closes leading thereto, and by the accumu-
lation of fetid matter in these places ;”’ and calling
on proprietors, factors, and others to cleanse
houses, and on owners of accumulated dung to
remove and discontinue these and similar nui-
sances, This is a movement in the righg direction,
and calculated to be useful. The manster evil,
however, of which Edinburgh has to complain—
the want of drains—remains intact. Judgin
from certain statements, it might be suppos
that the authorities had hitherto done nothing to
arrest the progress of disense., But this is not
tho case. In the months of June, July, August,
8eptember, and October, twenty-six men were
specially employed in removing filth, and also ip
vhitewuhi.ngw ouses occupied by the poor in
closes in the West Port, Grassmarket, Cowgate,
High-street, and Canongate; who cleaned 4345
rooms, closets, stairs, passages, cellars, and
areas. Besides these, about 700 apartments were
fumigated; and the disinfecting process is in
daily operation wherever it is reported fever has
appeared. The kirk session of Greenside have
recently had men employed in the poorer dis-
tricts of that parish in removing offensive matter
from cellars, and in cleansing houses, es,
and stairs; and the inspector of cleaning has
supplicd a number of poor persons with lime and
chforide of lime to clean their houses themselves.
Then, the authorities in the Canongate have a
number of men engaged in the work of purifi-
cation. All this is right and proper in its way,

but nothing effectual can be attained so long as-

there is scarcely a closein Edinburgh privileged
%o have a drain, and while the causcway or pave-
ment of a large number—from the state of the
adjoining property—remains in its present dis-
graceful state. ‘Lill more extensive and more
summary powers are obtained from the Legis-
lature, it is difficult to see how any permanent
jmprovement can be effected. Kvery -close,
however, in Edinburgh is swept at least once a
day. Itis, therefore, & mistake to suppose there
are accumulations of fllth in the closes and lanes
of the city, if dung from stables, cow-byres, and
s few piggeries is excepted, and which is at
present specially protected, as private property,

by act of Parliament. No doubt medical autho-
rity may compel the removal of cow, horse, or
pig dung, if the particular accumulation is stated
to be prejudicial to health, but there is no
authority to prevent new accumulations bein
commenced next day; and this is a pmcti
difficulty not casily surmounted. Piggeries have
of late decreased considerably. There are still
one or two of an offensive kind, but, unless com-
plained against and proved to be a nuisance,
there they remain. In the village of the Water
of Leith two of the largest proprietors (the
Messrs. Walker, of Coates) have resolved to ex-
tirpate piggeries from their property, and have
already removed a great number; other Tﬁro-
prietors are likely to follow the example. us,
even agitation on the subject has had a bencficial
tendency.

Tue Yerrow Fever v New OrLEANs.~The
lists of the names of those who died in New
Orleans of the yellow fever, from the 5th of July
to the 22nd of October, occupy two pages, or
fourteen columns, of the National of that city.
Total number of names, 2544. Of these 240 were
Americans, 238 unknown, and the remainder
English, Irish, French, German, Spanish, &c.—
New York Herald,

Tae West Coast or Arrica.—We regret to
hear that several fatal cases of yellow fever have
lately occurred on board the Siren, 16, Com-
mander Chaloner, on the west coast of Africa.
The fever was cither brought on board from the
Banana Islands, or was generated in boat-service
in the river Sherbro, on the coast. The first-
licutenant of the Siren, Lieutenant Probert, has
dicd, and three of the crew. Three others, who,
as a prize crew, had been on shore at Sierra
Leone, also died on board the Siren, making
seven victims within a very short space of time.
The last advices from the Siren stated that she
was on her way to Ascension with ten more cases
of fever on board, two of which were expected to
prove fatal,

West Coast or Arrica.—Mr, W, F. Daniell,
a gentleman deservedly well known by his nu-
merous contributions in this and other journals,
on the medical topography of this tilential
climate, has just been appointed staff assistant-
surgeon, and is about to proceced immediately to
the former scene of his useful labours.

PoisoNep WeLLs.—Any one passing Rich-
mond-terrace, Clifton, during the last weck or
ten days, must have remarked the long string of
doctors’ carriages drawn up in the neighbour-
hood. The rcason for this formidable display
was the existence of illness in almost every second
house, the inhabitants of which were afflicted
with gastric fever. Nearly a whole school of
young ladics were lying down ill at the same
time, and there was scarcely a family which had
not some of its members sick. - It was not, how-
ever, until one death took place, and several wero
in imminent danger, that the cause of this ex-
tensive illness was discovered, when it turned
out to be tirodueed by the use of a spring which
supplied the place, and whose waters had been
imperceptibly poisoned by a sewer breaking into
it, and so greatly vitiating their character as to
cause gastric fever in every family using it! On
being found out, of course the evil was remedied,
but not before much mischief had been done,
and the necessity both for a ‘pure supply of water
and an improved system of drainage shown.—
Bristol Times.

Aireeep Seecrric PoR HyYDROPHOBIA,—At
the late Scientific Congress, at Venice, Dr.
Barozzi Delviniotti read a paper in which he
said the method for the cure of hydrophobia
consists in the internal administration of the
bark of the Cynanchum erectum of Lynneweus
(otherwise called Marsdaria erecta), pulverized
and mixed with equal proportions of the powder
of a fly called by zoologists Myriatis variabilis,
The eﬂyects of this drug are so unfailing that the
monks, on communicating its composition to
Professor Landerer, offered him at the same time
a catalogue of 10,000 cures, many hundreds of
which had been effected before the e&uof those
then present. .It is administered with equal suc-

cess as well before as after the appesrance of the
malady. Professor Landerer had assured Dr.
Delviniotti that he had himself seen several
patients, previously unable even to look at water
without spasmodic convulsions, gradually grow
calm after the first dose of this remedy.
CHLOROPOUN—ITS APPLICATION TO ANIMALS.
~A few days ago, an interesting and successful
experiment with this agent was tried on a lame
horse, belonging to . Reid, Drem, East
Lothian, Dr. Robertson and Mr, F. Imlach,
from Edinburgh, Dr, Lorimer from Haddington,
and others, were t. About two ounces of
the chloroform were poured on a piece of flannel
cloth, below which was asponge, the whole being
Klnced in o tin case, which was tied over the
orse’s nosc, and surrounded with a flannel bag,
In three minutes and a half the animal fell over,
and in five minutes it was perfectly inscnsible.
‘When in that condition, Mr, Cockburn, veteri-

nary surgeon, Haddington, performed the usuall
painful tion of cutting the nerves of lenu!
tion in both of its fore . On cutting the

second nerve, the poor beast made a slight movce
ment, showing the chloroform was beginning to
lose its effect, but a second application of another
ounce allowed the other two remaining nerves to
be cut without a quiver. In twenty-five mi-
nutes from the commencemeut, the animal was
again on its legs, now perfectly sound. Had it
not been thus reduced to insensibility, it wounld
have been bathed in perspiration by violen
struggling from intense agony; while in this
case there was not a turned hair on it, the
operation, too, being much more easily and
quickly performed.

TaB SusstrTuTe PoR ETHER I1x PaRis.—Some
experiments with the chloroform were made for
the first time in Paris by M, Velpeau, at the Hos-

ital of the Charité, a few days A woman
g:om twenty-five to thirty years :go. suffering
from a cancer of the breast, was to
about a dozen drops of the chloroform on a
handkerchief. At first she was merely affected
with giddiness, but at the end of four or five
minutes she fell off into a sleep. M. Velpesu
then made some superficipl incisionsin the breast
affected, and which is subsequently to be U
tated. He next cut off a large wart ﬁom
hand with a bistoury ; and the wound thus made,
when bleeding abundantly, was deeply eau-
terized. The patient awoke in about two mi.
nutes, without having felt mithing. and without
any of that agitation which characterizes the
awakening from ether. The chloroform was
next applied to a woman of about years of

e, who had to undergo the opening of an
agweu in the breast, and with precisely the
same effect. The following, however, is a more
interesting case, although the results obtained
have been partly negative:—A man of
yeas of age, who was attacked with tetanus two
days before, in consequence of & wound in the

, was made to inhale ether several times
without effect. At last the chloroform was tried,
and at the end of two or three minutes he be-
came insensible, without any previous agitation.
The inhalation was continued about a quarter of
an hour, and the sleep lasted about double that
period. The muscles, which were previously
the seat of tetanic convulsions, soon fell into &
state of complete relaxation ; the mouth opened
naturally ; the muscles of the trunk became
supple, and the bteuhinﬁwu easy. When be
awoke his state was evidently much improved,
but after a time the convulsions recommenced,
Several new attempts to make him inhale were
made, and each time in the same way, with this
diﬂ‘erence,fd:;t on :::ih successive trial the con-
traction of the muscles yielded less completel
to the stu if{ing influence. On Friday lnl:lsuz
was decidedly worse; the tetanic convulsions
had reached the lower extremities, and it was
thought likely that death would promptly end his
sufferings. It is evident from this case that
chloroform exercises a manifest action on the
convulsed state of the muscles; and the persons
who were present at the experiments were struck
;;xct:xthefaetthatthe patients took it with per.
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AFPPOINTMENT. — On the 18th instant, the
electors of the Travelling Fellowships ap-
pointed James Claudius Paxton, M.B., to be one
of the fellows on that foundation, in ti\e room of
the late Dr. George Bell.

State or THE Pusric Hearte.—Influenza
has been more prevalent in Edinburgh during the
last few w than it has been for many

ears past, A.!tho\;gh it has affected, more or
nearly one-half of the inhabitants, it has
fallen with ial severity on the youni.emtny
schools being in consequence obliged to be shut
up. Dr. Stark, who has collecting facts
for the statistics of this di , informs us that
he has already got returns from various public
and Qprivate schools, from which it appears that
of 4925 children on the roll of the schools, 2213,
or 44 per cent., were absent in uence of
thiscomplaimgnt::ﬁthofNovaﬁr
greater proportion of t er chi were
eon.ﬂnetf than of the olday?l;:rswhﬂe in several
schools $e7 oyou?g children lu'g:red in the px'o-f
ion to 70 per ceat., ion o
zmabunoeo among the eld:u-ha children did mxeeed
cent, returns procured, it
nppﬁ;u that the epidemic was most severe and
in hi situations, Thus,
Heriot's Hocpit:ln(lon
md;:ﬁuedsit.e) ve suffered so severely,
that a full (96 boys) were in bed on Mon-
day, those in George Watson's Hospital (on a
low sheltered site) have been so slightly affected,
that not above five required to be sent to the
aick-: and even these cases were slight. The
influenza 38 cleaxly epidemic, depending for its
origin on the s.uge 4 t‘l;e _weat‘lllle:. thf:k, first ap-
peared in Edin uring foggy,
and frosty days of the 17th and 18th November,
and attaned xt; x::nmmn of int:mity oil.no:he
re-appearance of the same thick, foggy, frost
weap er on the 27th and 28th. This mecmz
with the weather was very marked in some
schools, but, in none more so in the Merchant
Maiden Hospital. On Saturday, the 27th, be-
fore the thick, frosty fog came, only one girl
.was slightly colded, but by the nextday no fewer
“than 50 were confined o bed,

« WriiniaM FmrovussoN, Esq.—An excellent
“lithographio portreit, by Maguire, of this dis-

- tinguished m, has just been published b:
subscription the pupils and friends of

deservedly popular teacher, under the super-
‘intendence of Mr. Stone, of the Royal College
of ; who, we hear intends publishing a

-uniform series of medical portraits of those men
who are daily econtributing to the advancement
of medical and chirurgical knowledge. It isa
faithful likeness of the original, and highly cre-
ditable to all concerned, and a valuable addition
to the portfolio of the medical portrait-collector.
‘We \mgmd :that portraits of Dr. Todd, the
talented editor of * The clog:doin of Anatomy
and Physiology,” and South, the
translator of that valuable addition te medical
literature, * Chelius’ Surgery,” willshortlyfollow
the sbove.

. Dreara rrou SurrocatioN.—On Thursday
morning last, as some of the neighbours were
passing the door of a small house at Woodside,

oecutesied by Dr. Mackie, their attention was ar-

rested by the emission of smoke from the keyhole
of the door and other mﬂum. On opening the
door a most melancholy s e presented

‘itself; before a still-burning fire lay the remains
-of the doctor. It is conjectured, as he was only
slightly burned, that having gone to bed early in
the morning, taking along with him his tobacco-
pipe and some lucifer-matches, as was his prac-
tice, he had left an unextinguished match
among the bedclothes, whence, it is thought, he
had sprung from a sense of suffocation, and was
found as described. He has practised nearly
thirty years in this and the neighbouring lo-
calities, and his death will be lamented by many
of the poorer classes.—Aberdeen Journal,
OBrTuARY.— On the 2nd inst., suddenly, at his
residence, No. 16, W uth-street, Portland-
place, J, 8. Campbell, . aged 49.~Nov. 30,

at Warrington, J. Kendsick, Esq., M.D., F.R.S.,
and senior physician to W‘rr;l:ngton Dis ennry:

aged 77.—Nov. 28, at Manchester, in
year, Edward Holme, Ec«};

sident of the Manchester
g:n;gd Soci
iety, the

, the Manchester
etham Society, and for more than

iterar

is 80th
M.D., F.L.S., pre-
and Philoso-
atural History

half a century intimately connected with the
literature, science, and mental advancement of
that community.—On the 2nd inst., in Hamilton-

square, Woodside,
.D.—On the Tt

ed 67, John Hughes, Bsq,,
inst., in Clifford-street,

ill?l &g 53rd year of his age, Robert Liston, Eeq.,

APOTHECARIRS'-HALL.—Names of gentlemen
who passed their examination in the science
and practice of medicine, and received certifi-
cates to practise from the Court of Assistants

on the
Glastonbury ;

ing viz., Messrs, Edward Malton,
omas William Croese, Nor-

wich ; and James Horneblow Williams, West

Stockwith, Bawtry.

MORTALITY TABLE.
Forthe Week ending Saturday, Dec. ¢, 1847.

Average of
Causes of Death. Total. b
Summers.
ALLCAUBRS........| 2464 | 1046
Specirizp Causzs...| 2446 1039
Zymotic (or Epidemic, En-|
demic, and Contagious),
Diseases ....cccc......] 688 211
SPORADIC DIsEAsEs,
Dropsy, Cancer, and other
Diseases of uncertain or|
variable Seat ...........] 144 104
Diseases of the Braln, 8pinal
Marrow, Nerves, and
868cccoccccccnasnas] 231 157
Diseases of the Lungs, and
of the other Organs of
Respiration ...........| 994 333
Discases of the Heart and
Blood-vessels...........] 77 8¢
Diseases of the Btomach,
Liver, and other organs,
of Digestion ...........| 118 74
Discases of the Kidneys, &c.| 14 9
Childbirth, Diseases of the
Uterys, &e. 19 14
Rheumatism, Diseases
the Bones, Joints, &e. ... 17 7
Diseases of the Skin, Cellu-
lar Tissue, &c, «.ocoeee 8 2
Old Age.cccocecrannaea.] 165 és
Violence, Privatlon, Cold,
and Intemperance.........{| 28 29
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“ Mr, E. J. Potter ""—We caunot
without baving an opportunity
spection of their adaptation

Times.
“ Peto.”==Our corr:

friends*’
« A 8tud

) tirl;e;h wr};fndtwit noutho-o:
gl.min‘ mmf" ‘No should m our eorre-
8| ent not to eng d inents, for the

in dang p s
roform is not quite s0 harmless as he seerss to think.
‘We must decline, &enfon. giving any advice where the
genuine article may be obtained, as none but medical
pucdd:m: ohonll“uu it. If,ns :u' m«pﬁ:
states, he i articled to a surgeon, he may em|

time better than ** ex; entng upon hbm and
with a powerful anmsthetic agent.

O v o rormacka Wpow bospital Hacpn-
lis ngent u mAnAgE~
nmat‘.l ﬂ% our eovtelgndmﬁvmp:: mﬂ‘ his pame in
confidence

* Erinensis, Dublin.”— The work on Fractures was re-

viewed in our about four monthe ago; it contaias
much valuable in tioa,
“ An Army Surgeon’ writes us that the degrading duty of

branding deserters still belongs to the surgeon, and sug-
geosts thst upon each nwlou‘:hu he is required to per-
form it he should plead i of this dep ot
of surgery.

“ W, P.’—Qu. (I).~If the subject
the ind the

is distinctly stated in

refuse. (8). Itis not
requisite. (3). There are particular times when disess-
tion can be carried on without interference with zhe
other departments of study. (4). The attendance upom
lectures ought to be regular.

“Mr. W, Smith, King-street, Belper.”—We te be
enabled te comply with our correspondent’s mest
week, though we bave a large number of articles stand-
ing over for insestion.

® Mr. J. Jones, Llanfair, Montgomery ”—The article ﬁ
be relied an, and is used very exteasively by maay in

t puetidow:. ‘We have not received the eatamu-~
cation referred to, or it would have been acknowledged
in the Notices to Correspondents,

“ Mr, J. E. Lander, 8hiffasl.”—We think Mr. Stome, at the

College of SBurgeons.

“ Mr. A. Markwick, Langhame) **—The acsount in the
first part of the communication shall be attended to. A
private communication shall be transmitted shortly.

Dr. Bushaan's note containing the anvodote in refersmos S0
Dieffenbach came too late to be inserted with his eom-
munication, which appeared last week. It is as follows:
“ When Dieffenbach was sent for in a great emergency to
rr(om a mest serious upon the Queea of

russia, the King said to him at the moment of com-
mencing, * Remewber, M. Dl'eﬁc'l%wh&sou are lbo:lt .'n.
operate upon your sovereign.” *° On the contrary, Sire,
mtbex':aly’, %1 shall endeavour to forget she is a
queen, and to remember she is & woman.*

* Mr. Thomas Batten, Coleford.”’—The subjest shall re-
ceive an ealy notice from us.

* Mr. Robert Hepburn, 8, Davies-street, Berkeley-square,”

edioal Directory”

‘We eannot flod the nawne in the * M
fox London or the eoumtry.

“ A Member of the Pharmaceutical Society."'—It is mot
our practice to offer an opinion upou an article without
having tested its virtues. The letter is an advertise-
D vaoer ot the MediooChirurgioal Seclety, Edis-

.“ ember o
burgh,” informs ws that Dr. Simpson has recently tried
the chloroform upon'a young woman, s patient in the
Matersity Hospital. Ne says, * that the duration of e~
tent of the labour-pajns wers and the anmethetic
agent carefully employed. The result was that the
patient ap&ennd to fall lato an easy slomber ; the pulse
and pains, however, continuing the same as if she had
not taken the chloroform. The labour mﬂd toa
favourable termisation, and twins were . In this

t ounces of chloroform were used, and the

ept in a state of insensibility for thirteen hoars,

* hind" ,l';‘i“h 'l‘.bmun;b'“‘“ ot

s t ¥ man; st

ouly in bndo.n‘:;t in djffereat parts of L.;Mum snd

sl with whom we have had any commuuication -pen't of

ft as very superior to ether, though in some cases sickness
and h e bhave followed its use,

“ A Student, King's

case
p_‘nlkent

College.”—The inforsiation can be ob-
tained by l‘f‘lyi to the beadle at Apotheoaries® Hsll.
* Caustic.”—The publication of the letter would subject us

to anastion.

“ M. D., Bristo.”—Admissien can be obtained to the
libeary of the College of Burgeous, without
The library is certainly a very excellent one, and, ac-
cording to Mr. Lawrence’s opinion, not equalled by any
other in the kingdom.

“ A Roeader from the C "—The evid s
unavoidably postpoved to make room for other matter;
we have r d it in the ber, which dbrings

Mr. Lawrence’s evidence 1o a close.
Laetters and communioations bave also been reseived from

A°|')'vmc y -’m‘;:' :ilh Mr. qud. Mackyalleth; Dr. Inman, Liverpool; Mr.

Halyearly Subserip- | Banesfrle, Wagaes; Dr. Larion, Ediaburyh: e, MilL
of wgby onronil:- Studeot, Ki ?::ouq- A u..:.‘.,:‘n{’."n.a..&
 the columns of the cal Bociety, Edinourgh ; A Metaber of the Pharma

has erroneous views with re-

espondent
gard to the subject on which he wiites. Some standard
- ;‘uzt;)ulmht 10 be consulted by him.

order for the candidate to

—1he Apothecanes’ licenoe is
becume

ia

ell_g:hk for the wppoins-

ment. Moreover, it is a sufe

'S n v

rosecution, private individuals Lavi the f
rnyin an lnfoll"msdon as well as the aolcnl:ty. power o

“8.T. inton, l:;g.”—'l;hc subjeot shall receive our early

id,

. s
our lﬂ:inion.

P note for

d containing

“ Tyro"” wishes to be informed where he can obtain pure

oroform, as he is very anxious to -
Jeants upon bimealf and s0me of his a‘d’.r."‘n‘.‘f.‘;i.
1 have undexstood thet it is an ageus pechastly s

ceutical Bociety; Mr. Robt. Hepburm, 8, Davies-street,
: tten, Goleford ; Dr. Buse,
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nan; Mr. 3 . &
Lander, 8hiffaal ; Mr. J. E. m. m"ﬁhﬂuw‘

Mr. Wm. Smith, King-street, Belper ; W. P.; An Am"

Surgeon ; Erinensis. Dublin: A Student of 8t. Bare

;’holomo"l; Tyro; 8. T. Hinton, M.D.; M. B., 1048;
'eto.
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INAUGURAL ADDRESS

DELIVERED IN
ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL
By N. SIMON, Esa.,
ON AS8SUMING THE CHAJR OF PATHOLOGY.

On Wednesday evening last N. Simon deli-
vered aninnugun.loddreu on the occasion of
assuming the duties of the chair of Pathology,
now first established in St. Thomas’s Hospital.

The lecturer, after referring to his personal feel-
ings in his new relationship, thus to
express his views on the subject of his future
instructions and investigations :—Cansidering the
eircumstances under which I apm in this y
it appears to me that I shall consult the
interests of the scicuve which 1 profess if I oc-
cupy your attention with & few remarks on the
gex:ﬁr;.l philosophy and l;m];::hogl :i ﬁ science :]’.lt

ology ; those prinei whi te it to

e other sciences of matter as & branch of one
great common trunk. Firmly assured that noreal,
no effectual progress can be made in any one
science otherwise than by a logic and method
oomg(;ntoit;;it.h:h}lm o;he:;.lpmpoutu:—f
i state athology by those principles
‘;lgloeopby whigl have carried other physical
sciences to their present high poeition. If

chemistry maues a numerical precision, if
astronomy ta of certitude, if a true science of
physiology be dawning, surely these results are
le to no casual or arbitrary process of in-
tellect, but are the due effects of an activity Eo-
ceeding according to a fixed and definite law,
For the profit of mankind Bacon lived not vainly ;
for two centuries his genius has been present in
men’s minds, like the clear horizon at dnoLe"‘.bruk,
leading from the chaos of undisciplined
tion to the sublime possibilities of inductive
philosopl(m. If science has turned at any time
to the idols of fancy, her empire has been then
shaken till, forwarned and terrified, she has re-
collected that, like the figure which the King of
Babylon saw, having a crown of gold and feet of
clay, she must fall by the incongruity of her
materials, It would be an instructive process to
travel, on the present occasion, over pal i-
cal literature, and test its value at each epoch by
the rules of strict inductive science, were such a
review possible within the limits of our time. It
will be sufficient for me to deal with the present
condition of our science, and to i e and
elicit how far, by obeervations on the one hand,
and inferences on the other, it may claim to be
regarded as an inductive tgl;luo y. It was
Bacon’s merit, that while ughout the whole
extent, and in the universal spirit, of his writi
he referred men to observation and exper-
ments as the true source of cognitions, he
never ccased to tell them that observations
and experiments form but a process of putting
questions to nature, that to suggest these

questions is half the business of philosophy,
and that to cultivate the faculty which im-
poses upon the understanding these tasks is
the first business of the philosopher, To ab-
stract, generalize, compare the known with the
these, Bacon knew, sre instinctive
tendencies of the mind, but for which the im-
rr-iomof the senses would never rise to the
owest level of om experience. The true
i to su the percep-
tive faculties of the mind to the constructive.
A vague curiosity is not the guide to the
stores of philosophic truth, and those who
are led by such an inducement are only
g:ping in the dark, Glance, gentlemen, at
records of knowledge, and you will find
that what is here enunciated as philosophio
truth, is illustrated by historical facts. ile
eliminating what is casual from its entanglement
with what is essential, while comparing phe-
nomenon with phenomenon, while forming a
theoretical connection between cause and er;ect,
all the great augmentors of knowledge have
toiled to obtain deflnite answers to definite
questions, which derived their origin from the
laws of the human intellect. I may state that 1
gopooe considering the condition of pathology in
llowing its interpretation of phenomena, the
, of causes which it announces, and the
principles of the classification of diseases ; and it
may well first to remark, with t to
the subject-matter of science, that as physiol
treats of the condition and phenomena of the
living body in its ideal state of perfection, pa-
thology profeeses to treat of whatever manifesta-
tions are observed of declengion from that state,
sometimes appearing as mere changes in the
formation of a h; sometkimes in ¢ emt;rid
productions which are taken cognizance o
chemistry and anatomy, such as in diabet:z,
cancer, and cataract; sometimes their mani-
festations take the form of abnormal motions ; at
other times in certain changes, as insensibility,
pain, &c. All these are the materials of the
whologist: his first object is to interpret the
ts of disease, and his int tion bases itself
upon the analogies of health: he has to render
morbid phenomena intelligible to himself by
terms deno specifically their similitude or
cgnl:act to hh thy processes. h“;hen he speaks
of hypertrophy of the heart, he designates the
kind of diseased action that is going on; so,
when he speaks of diabetes, he characterizes
& normal secretion, plus sugar. In thus
of the several diseases he half
expresses to the physiologist the direction in
which their causes may be sought for. In other
oases the formula is less easy of discovery, but,
being found, 18 of more striking application.
Look at the case of congenital malformations :
not only do we find Martin Luther meeting in

his way an ill-gotten calf, drawing inferences
from that fact of the a] ach of the millennium,
but even in our own day we hear of monsters;

and now observe the process by which we have
been led to the solution of the matter, and have
been able to bring these variations from normal

oonditions within intelligible laws. The gres
oonception which was t to the mind o
Hui\ter llalu been esuinbli:{ed. that the embryo o-
each higher animal, e ive phas es o
its development, passes np}dl through the con-
ditions of the creatures mferyior ton?: Itis ot
once easy to account, by the light of this fact, for
the abnormal form of such animals at birth; it is
seen, that if the development of the embryo be
stopped at any stage of its intra-uterine existence,
one of its transient shapes will be fixed in
the animal born as a permanent and spécifie
deformity. To the diseovery and determination
of this law we owe it that all who are con-
versant with the history of the em of par-
ticular kinds of animals are able to refer any in-
dividual deformity to a definite period in the
intra-uterine existence. It was under the ap-
ension of such a truth as this that Lord
reported his followers to be patient and
attentive observers, even of the apparent extra-
vagancies of nature, in which his penetrative

mind believed the influence of settled and deter- .

minate laws. Another instance I might men-
tion, in the discovery and applications of the
cell theory. Ten years ago, minute structural ana-
tomy had no existence: scattered observations
were all that occupied the place of what has
since advanced very far tow. the character of
science. But here the great importance of &
guarantee of the purity of the intellectual .
cessin a cot;i:l logic u}x%:nethod is exhibi hi;
a wrong application of ofnatdmeo’ very
named. Tgn science of that discovery is, that all
growth consists of cell development ; that the
cell is the universal form in which growth shows
itself. Now, I have heard cell and cellular
growth spoken of as if they were the differentia,
instead of the genera, of growth. Ihave read in
a work, otherwise talented, a suggestion of the
similarity of the morbid action of cancer and
syphus, on the ground of their products. No
dubt in both we have similar growth, but to in-
fer thence a relation of morbid action, is, it seems
to me, as if one should expect similar results from
the action of arsenic and sulphur on the system,
because both are crystalline in their structure.
To remain satisfied with the mere cell is, in my
view, as unsh.iloeophie as if the chemist were to
accept the doctrine of crystalline formation as
the ultimatum of his science. Next in order to
the means of determining the nature of pheno-
mena, as present in a given time and related to
each other, is the method of discovering their
causes. This is the function of the Enhﬂosophn
to which he attaches the hest importanoe,
and it is also that by which the laity are most
agt to measure his attainments, for the ignorance
of natural causes bas been in all
as the great hinderance to physical well-being.
It is believed that this knowledge of the
sopher exempts him from the fears which ha-
rass the minds of other men ; while the fears and
apprehensions with which we ourselves appmcgh
ease are in proportion to our ignorance of its
causes : as we miss them we are alarmed, aswe
see them we are encoursged, Ho
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possess, in respect of disease, that privileged in-
.iﬁ?t into causes which alone can give sta-
bility to our practice? It would be dif-
ficult in polite language to find phrases suf-
ficiently powerful and expressive to stigmatize
according to its merits the state of physiology as
it existed at no very distant period. How could
it exist, indeed, as a science, or exist at all, save
as a dream of the fancy ? The great improvement
which has not only commenced, but is now in
::ridp , seems but a small part of the re-
ts of the wonderful and invaluable direction
given to investigation by John Hunter. For our
conviction of the sufficiency of the observed pro-
cesses and phenomena of disease, as causes of
articular morbid states, we have no longer post
, propter hoc.  'We want to know what are the
intermediate connections and closest successions
of the changes which we are able to detect. We
know that causes of disease choose their peculiar
organs of manifestation with as decided a pre-
ference as v}oveml the combinations of chemical
bodies. eknow that, upon the introduction of
noxious ts into the blood, all parts of the
body, all its organs, are alike exposed to their
influence ; but how different are the effects which
they produce! Opium acts on the brain, cantha.
rides on the kidneys, arsenic on the stomach.
In the abdominal flooding of cholera, in the
snivelling of the present epidemic, we see the
human body yielding uniformly under & common
eause, similar phenomena in similar organs, with
as much constancy as is observed in the changes
of brute matter. in, while we find an in-
finite variety in the influences from the anatomical
world by which the human body is affected—
while we, find that the cuuses of disease arc in-
numerable, chemical or mechanical violence, in-
fection, variations from excitement of organs,
morbid poisons, &o.—a remarkable contrast ap-
Kﬁl‘l between the variety of causes on the one
and, and the singleness of effects in the same
0 on the other. As excitability is the token
of animal life, so alsoit is by this function that
life becomes participant in diseases ; and as excite-
ment, is the only in which life answers
the solicitations of the outer world, so, whatever
may be the cause of disease, the organ can onl,
manifest one kind of effect. If to this law there
are some 8] nt exceptions, let it be borne in
mind that they oaly exist.in respect of diseases
of which our ignorance is more manifest than
our knowledge. The influence of these two laws
in purifying our theories has been immense.
Loo{ at the imperfections of our knowledge, up
to a late period, of sympathies. FEvery one can
remember when sympathies were spoken of as
ultimate facts, which no one thought of ex-
plaining. When two o suffered together,
they were said $0 sympathize, and the word got
to be applied at last to the most accidental con-
currence of disease, and men thought they were
progressing to an explanation of a fact, while
they were really saying that two
l“ﬂ{red at the same time, In theimagination of
many who used it the phrase was the enuncia-
tion of a law—a remarkable instance of what
Bacon calls idolum fori: for why should there be
in hip disease, for example, any pain in the knee
or elsewhere but in the hip? The course of
improvement has been the following :—First of
all were set out of the list of sympathies those
cases where disease propagates itself by mere
contact of tissues. These syr:ﬁ)mﬁes, # sympa-
thies they have any right at all to be called, are
only so by direct contact; and it was then seen
that, as distinct parts of the body were united by
ﬂu:h blood mazd nerve:&:f thgr: lredil:;monl ny::-
ies sym| es depen upon the
g:rvoun chords uns centres for transmission and
reflexion, When we see so many various organs
suffer together in constitutional syphilis, when
we see a thousand spots of uniform character
upon the surface of the skin in smallpox, we are
forced in each case to attribute these effects to
one influence pervading the entire system,
namely, the blood which supplies all its parts,
and on which all have dependence. With respect
to the classification of the facts aud appearances

of morbid conditions of the body I have first to
observe, that though by no means the chief ob-
ject of pathological studies, it furnishes to
the inquirer a valuable standard by which to
measure the success with which they are

ursued. * When man is.able,” says Lord
gucon, “to call the creatures by their true
names, then shall he in command them
as hedid in his first state.” I understand, by a
classification of disease, something more than
a mere arrangement for convenience. = There
have been men in our profession who have be-
lieved all the mysteries of disease to be solved
when they have cited their names in a dead
languagerather than in their own e. Now,
gentlemen, the scientific classifier is to build his
arrangement on the deepest analogies of nature;
and no arrangement deserves to be dignified with
the name of a system unless the principles on
which it proceeds offer as unity the essence of
the subject to"be classified. A system presup-
poses & unity that shall pervade all the parts of
the scientific structure, giving coherence to the
whole. When this unity is absent, the meta-
phors and fancies of the human im ion be-
come substituted for the true types of nature. It
would be impossible to over-estimate the value to
our subject of this consideration, or to state too
strongly its necessity; but to realize it in our
labours and studies we must be conversant with
& more strict and rigid logio than the popular one.
Irejktfceinbeing le to refer to the published
works *and oral teaching of one whose
authority I cannot too fully acknowledge.
I mean one who, in the councils of our profes-
sion, is recognised by his wisdom, dignity, and
eloquence ; whose universal acquirements forbid
our right to claim more than a part of his Euro-
pean fame ; who still, in the lessons of his vast

experience and consummate judgment, prolongs

the memory of bright recollections, and enables
:tobzuti!;gieaenitxl otttl)'\:hupihl
e nephew of Cline, ing to inoi
I ha‘:replaid down, I do no:f hecil:agte to ‘g:c t.m
‘we have no true system pﬂml«:gd’ clagsifi-
cation. Lord ann deprecates: too early
systemization of knowiedges he motes: that =
young man, when he knits and settles into
shape, seldom gom to further stature; and
knowledge, which, while existing in the form
of aphorisms, is in growth, when moulded and
shaped into a system, no more increases in bulk
and substance. It may be, however, well to ob-
serve the course in which the gemeralizi
faculty may be best employed, ‘Bup,
proposed by some one to clasify alt di ac-
cording to the respective calourof the skin which
exists concarrently with each; the advocate
would maintain his plan by plausible arguments,
he would show how simple and natural his method
‘\)vm: ﬁ)ru;e zﬁtalle:}:nn ﬂudtnﬁudetemined
nature e wo point to his diagram,
wyith its white, red, yellow, and green columns,
into which would be distributed jaundioe, scarlet
fever, the measles, the green sickness, and
80 on, according to their chromatic analogies.
Now, in the manifest absurdity of such an at-
tempted arrangement, what is the flaw which
strikes us ? Nothing in the chromatic details : in-
inflammation is red, bilious patients have yellow
skins; but it professes to answer the require-
ments of reason, and to offer a anity ; and to this
demand its answer is irrelevant, for what has
colour to do with life? With respect ta she
classification of the phenomena of the human
body in health or disease, the only key lies in
the thought that all life is a power, and that any
system of arrangement will only be le
when it can be exem&liﬂed as a scheme of possi-
bilities included in the principle of life. - As in
the problem of pathology there are two elements,
impreuions from without and subjective exsita-
bility, so a twofold principle is to be t for
in accounting for the morbid conditions of the
body. The investigation of this principle is
often rendered very complicated by the remote-
ness of the primary exciting cause from the phe-

nomena. It often ha that the symptoms

it were

ppens
under which & patient sinks are buy the remate

reults of one excitingcause—but successive links
in the chain of causes by which you are to
ascend to the first of disease. I may
instance the long series of causes and conse-
quences in a case of dropsy or pleurisy. In some
respects, subordinate to- this subject, I may
just mention the principles of the concurrence
or non-ooncurrence of particular morbid pheno-
menas, by which we may arrive at a knowledge of
what diseases are, and what are not, compatible
with each other. In respect of such as are in-
compatible, im t distinctions may be
drawn. First, is John Hunter's dogma,
that no two causes can be in operation in a part
at the same time: a doctrine which seems, so
far as it is true, to imply a preoccupation of
the energies of life by the first disease.
Some diseases seem to imply a polar an-
ism to each other: such an opposition
exists between tubercular disease and can-
cer. I need not tell you the importance
of such opposition to throw light upon
digease. Here, gentlemen, I pause, conscious of
the infinite, extent of .the subjeqt before me,
feeling at every step how inadequately I can
convey my sense of theirimmensity and interest.
Suffice it if I have exemplified the character of
that discipline and logic of observation by which
only pathology can elaim kindred with the uni-
v philosophy. To my pupils I would sug-
gest the motives which may urge them to ex-
ertion in this pursuit. First of all I have to refer
you to its transcendent interest as an object of
inquiry, The human mind can find no lasti
satisfaction in & sucoession of unexplained phe-
nomena. The most beautiful material objects of
nature~—~the midnight sky with all its glories,
which, from the time it was gazed on by the
Chaldesn, hasriveted men’sminds byits grandenr
and sublimities, as is attested by the names of
the planets and the fire-worship of ;various
and countries—have their impression elmu;l.:
well as softened, as, through the discoveries of
ler and Newton, it is known that they fulfil
their courses with all the strictness of law. And,
if such be the effect of increased knowledge of
objects of natural besuty and loveliness, how
much more so of that which is repulsive and
awful while unexplained! How great a relief
and satisfaction to find that disease and
ration are no insoluble problems!—to find that
the laws of life account for all; that nothing is
abnormal ; nothing, in part or member, foreign to
the intention of the whole! But I do not rate
highest this attraction of the science I profess.
Your success in the art of prolonging human
life and in lessening human agony will, ceteris
paribus, be commensurate with your pathological
knowledge. Iam sure that an appeal to the ex-
perience of those whom I see present would lead
to & corroboration of my assertion. The chief
motives which should induce diligence in this
department of art are included in those which
tend to mu: advancement in study generally, I
cannot, however, forget to remind you that the
course which I invite you to take with me is no
beaten track of a traditional school, but that
the science we have to study is only in its first
dawn ; and the terms of my mission impose on
me as a duty the institution of original researches
to determine the processes by which disease
comes on, or is removed. To co-operate with
me in these researches, and to go before me in
their vast results, I now strenuously exhort you,
Industry, exerted in this direction, cannot pos-
npghfnl of its reward. If you have energies
within you c_humn%a worthy occupation, if you
have aspirations and a care for something more
than mere sustenance, how can those energies be
better bestowed than in alleviating the ills of
human nature? I affirm the supreme dignity of
the pursuit; to be a successful interpreter of
Nature in this part of her dominions, is to confer
& benefit on the world which will last as long as
the human race itself. When, with the son of
Sirach, you would ‘‘praise great men and your
fathers who ho?itpzou in knowledge,’” where are
the names at which the memory rejoices ? Mark,

them, while their lpiriummtopm to and fro
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‘twixt earth and heavenm, as the in the
iarch’s dream, laden with new burdens of
dlessing. Like Jenner, to stay the pestilence;
ke Wet, 3 emos b of e nd
L) H e Dante or , to
msottpesonl.orelem md&unfytho
tﬂ'ecnom.; like Newton, , or Hunter, to
be the minister and interpreter of Nature ; like
Plato, to 1 by reason is to achieve im-
mortality. ubt not, for a moment, that the
great men whose names I have quoted had their
reward in the clear forekno

This was their secret support in axious vigils;
this gave them constancy, dignity, and calm-
ness. In the midst of their anxious toils they
have seen the continuity of human life flow down
before them like a mighty river going to its
outlet; they have read their destiny, and anti-
cipated their reward. They have foreseen them-

ves ted into the organism of the
human spirit, and in their silent chambers have
oonsoled themselves with the thought, that they
would be parts of humanity for ever.

The Hebrew legi stood upon Mount
Nebo; his feet were never to press the verdure of
the promised land. He remembered the arid
‘wastes, the burning sands, the bitter waters
‘where he had striven with the huckstering race,
careless of his inspiration, even when he struck
for them the rock, and the waters flowed out, or
‘when he stood between the %niokmd the dead,
and the plague was stayed ; but what were these
things to him now? The plain of Canaan lay
stretched beneath his gase; yet it was not to his
outer eye alone that the t was churmgr
he penetrated into the futurity of the people
‘whom he had done and suffered so much, to pre-
Tith e temple sod o dhrongiag crowds o joyta

its e and its ing crowds of j
‘worshi ;loudonhismtalear“nll:dﬂw
prophetic minstrelsy; but “in the land of his
people he had no i itance : the Lord himself
was hig portion and his inheritance.”

L. - pm—— e m————

A COURSE

or

LECTURES ON SURGERY,

BY

SAMUEL COOPER, Esa., F.R.S,

Professor of Burgery to University Coll London ;
Gonsulting Surgeon to London Univ’umymp(ul. &

Lzcrurs XXI. :

GrnrisueN,—Having considered, in the pre-
ceding lecture, the effects of heat on the tissues
of the human body, we now come naturally to
speak of the injurious results from exposure to
¢>old.ti Cold has often been said :L?abe [ merelyt

negative expression, implyi absence o
heat ; and this is, no douglt. pEnilonophieully cor-
rect, although we are accustomed to s of
cold as a positive and active energy. trietly
speaking, the term is comparative, and a body is
called hot or cold only in relation to the tempera-
ture of some other body with which it is com-
g::ed. Thus, if, while warming one hand at a
, we cool the other by means of ice, and then
plunge both of them into water at the commor:’
temperature of the same atmosphere, the water
will feel cold to one and warm to the other. In
relation to the average heat of the human body,
a tem below 98° may be said to be cold,
since at that de heat is commonly maintained
in the system ; but & temperature from 13 to 18

d lower than 989 is grateful to the feelings-
and invigorating to the health ; and the mean of*

o

. temperatures—62°—seems best adapted to*
the power of the system, to generate more heat
to supply the amount absorbed by such a tem-

ture. Some constitutions Eoueu the power
of evolving heat in a much higher meéasure than
others, a ce di ing to & great extent | ple

and such persons are able to bear without an
unpleasant sensations the same degree of coli
which is to others a source of uneasiness. The
circulation through the small cutaneous vessels,
artioularly of the ex&emiﬁett the hands ;nd
or in projecting parts, as the ears, nose, &c.,

is first M& by exposure to severe cold,
proportion of surface to the atmosphere
admitting, in those last mentioned, of a more
considerable extraction of caloric. You have all
remarked therough appearance of the skin, some-
times likened to that of a plucked goose, which
is caused by the contraction of the skin round
the roots of the hair, together with the loss of
colour which is present when the surface is in a
state of natural warmth. You have also ob-
served the livid colour of the nose, ears, fingers,
&c.; this is caused by the weakness of the
action of the heart and arterial system—the
blood, being delayed in its course, does not un-
dergo that change of celour which circulation
through the lungs ?mduoeu, and hence the
colour of the parts in which it is stagnated.
When this stoppage of circulation becomes total,

heat can no longer be evolved, and mortification
is the result. is is the process by which parts
become frost-bitten. Whether parts can exhibit

thoee characteristics, which we describe under
the term frost.bitten, without being first brought
from an extremely cold temperature into a
warmer, is a matter of dispute. Cold is gene-
rally thought to be the predlspoaintg cause, while
the exciting cause is the change of temperature.
Ezxposure to cold exerts its influence upon every
part of the system ; this was convincingly de-
monstrated in Russia during the last French war;
it has also been repeatedly declared in narratives
of voyages to the arctic regions. Its effects are
seen in the reduced circulation, and uent
diminution of sensibility of parts. The hands
become numb and unable to exercise the sense
of touch, and a similar condition extends to the
entire surface of the skin; the sense of taste
and of smell are im{nireda when not lost; the
nervous system sinks under its influence; the
mind loses its control, through the nerves and
muscles,’over thé body ; drowsiness and remark-
able npst.hz come on; and, unless roused from
this state g{mother, the person sleeps no more
to awake. Many of you have been, no doubt,
struck with the vivid illustration of these re-
marks, furnished in the narrative of Captain
Cooke’s voyages. Sir James Banks, Dr. Solander,
and their companions found it almost impossible
to resist the ition to sleep, and they record
t .woo%e ghmp"d:ﬂ i
cam e French army
aniuhasolm:mexpoud to an intense
degree of cold ; while marching together in close
ranks they were able to maintain, in some mea-
sure, their animal heat, but when, from fatigue,
they were obliged to leave their ranks, they fell
by the wayside and perished on the road and in
the ditches of snow, into which they fell. Baron
Larrey relates that, from the action of the muscles
wing weaker, the men reeled about as if
and at last fell down; almost all who fell
thus were found with their faces downwards:
they were seized with numbness attended with
pain, drowsiness followed, and death ra| ;g:z
terminated theix cxistence. Often before
hermorrhage from: the nose, and involuntary dis-
chn%o of urine, took place. The skin was not
discoloured, nor was there any appearance of
gangrene. Ho also states that
countenance became pale, a sort of idiotism pre-
veiled, and sight and speech were impaired or
best,- It must not be forgotten, in reading this
nt; that these men were not only starving
hith eold but also with hunger, and were ex-
‘figtated by fatigue. Were I seriously to propose
& eonsider the uution.init?oni e for a per-
sdnifezen to death to recover? you would think
I westrifling with your time. It hasbeen, how-
ever;-a mattér of controversy with some, whe-
ther, in some instances of recovery from the
effects of cold, the whole body was not com-
tely frozen. In my opinion, the circulation

upon the vigour of the heart and arterial system ;

of the whole body must be completely stopped,

fore death the '

and death take place before the whole body can
be frozen through. You may read of persons
having lain in a frozen state for four or six days,
and afterwards being restored to life, but I
think in all such cases there have been only
suspension of sensation and voluntary motion,
&c., and that not even the greater part of the
body had been frozen.

But if a person completely frozen cannot be
restored, there are many cases of suspended ani-
mation arising from cold, The first thing which
I would impress on your minds is, that in all
these cases you must particularly guard against
suddenly bringinfm:l;o patient into a warmer
temperature, Caloric must be communicated to
the body in the most gradual manner. It was
through a neglect of this important precaution
that a most valuable medical officer of Napoleon's
army in Russia lost his life. Suffering from
severe cold and fasting, they removed him into a
warmer atmospherein the bivouac, and placed him
by the fire. e prominent parts and those re-
moved from the centre of circulation were seized
with mme. which could be seen to spread
over hi y, his limbs became moist and
swelled, and he died almost as suddenly as if
from asphyxia.

Many soldiers, Larrey tells us, came to_the
bivouac,and afterremaining alittle while,fell down
ltiﬂ'g::d into the fires by which they had been
standing. ‘

The 8 should be removed into a cold room
and well rubbed with snow, or cloths dipped
in cold water. Care must be taken to maintain
this treatment a sufficiently long time, for pa-
tients recover after long suspension of the func-
tions. On the return of sense and motion, the
temperature of the room may be raised, aromatio
spirituous applications substituted for the snow,
and cordials administered. Warm wine may be
thrown into the large intestines. ‘When signs of
animation increase, the body is to be placed in
a warmer situation and rubbed with brandy. A
diaphoretic drink -should be given, and the pa-
tient well dried and put to bed, to remain there
until he begins to sweat.

As I stated that the whole 6f the body counld
not be frozen before death, I may as well say
that that statement does not extend to insects
and fishes., Some of these, after being frozen so
hard that you might chop them up with a
hatchet, recover. ith ce to the injury
of a small part of the body by cold, as the nose
or scrotum, I may say that, by the gradual com-
munication of caloric, such parts may be re-
covered.

If you should not use the greatest caution in
communicating heat, you will have a very rapid
gangrene, which, to use Baron Larrey’s expres-
sion, will take place before your eyes. In the
campaign of the French army in Russia there
was a period of intense cold, lasting for five days
and five nights, during which Réaumur's ther-
mometer sank 15° below zero; this was before
the battle of Eylau, and the men were exposed
in the snow to an intense frost; but it was not
until the second day after the battle that ‘any
soldier complained of an accident; the .two
armies were opposite to each other, and the men
on the gui vive. On the second day, however,
after the battle, when the temperature had risen
to 6° above zero, and a thaw commenced, the
men began to complain of acute pain in the feet,
numbness, heaviness, and pri in their
limbs, the ambulances were surrounded, and the
su were incessantly occupied with appli-
cations for assistance. e men, without ex-
ception, declared that while the cold lasted they
had felt no pain, and that their complaint began
with the thaw, In Russia and Germany, it is
the practice to rub the parts affected with ice,

cold water, and snow, so as to bring them from
their actual temperature to that degree next
above it, thus introducing the ent to a
warmer state as gradually as possible ; this treat-

ment is purs until sensibility and motion
return. Such, also, is the course adopted in this
country, Owing to the brittleness incident to
the frozen state, care will be necessary in mb-
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breskis Pri?w%npﬁe fucult?un?)}e'sem: v::d :vrl:xgl:ol::?all oapa‘:ﬁe ofmtr;xm.itﬁ;“g m couse) the v ir .

motion are restored, brandy or camphorated
spirit of wine may be used instead of snow to
rub the body with. The patient should have
some mulled wine or a little tea, and be placed in

aroom where there isa fire. A part which has been
improperly ex; to a too sudden heat, and has
thereby been brought into the state of gangrene,

may sometimes be, nevertheless, recovered by

immersing it in water of a temperature near
the freezing %oint; it must be kept in water till
the swelling diminish, and then éﬂion may be
Hade.
ON THE PHYSICAL PHENOMENA OF
LIVING BODIES.
By Professor MATTEUCO], of Pisa.

Parr XVIIL.
HBARING.
(Continued from page 133.)

The structure of the ear varies ingly in
the different classes of animals. We shall con-
fine ourselves here to a brief description of the
éax of man.

The external part of this organ, termed pinna or
lolw of the ear, consists of a supple and elastic flbro-

ilaginous plate, ed in the greater
part of its surface, and which may, in some mea-
sure, be looked upon as an expansion of the
sunditorytubeor meatus. Themovementsof which
the lobe of the ear in man is capable are ex-
ceedingly limited. The auditory meatus is scooped
out of the temporal bone, but extends only to a
very inconsiderable depth into the latter; it is
intersected at its termination, obliquely to its
dxis, and closed by a fine and highly-elastic
membrane, called membrana tympani. The tympa-
ston is a cavity scooped out of the temporal
bone, and has four openings: one of these is
formed by the termination of the external meatus,
4nd closed by the membrana tympani ; opposite
this there are two foramina, termed respectively
-Jinestra ovalis and fenestra rotunda, each of them
closed by a membrane expanded across. Finally,
in the lower part of the tympanum there is a
fourth aperture, which may be looked upon
simply as the entrance to the Eustachian tube,
‘which latter leads to the upper panofthephar{nx.
The interior of the tympanum is traversed by a
chain of ossicles, termed ively the ham-
merbone or malleus, the anvil or éncus, the ordi-
oular bone, and the stirm.ﬁorctapu. The ham-
merbone is attached parallelly to the membrana
tympani in the manner of a solid radius, pro-
éeoﬁng from the circumference to the centre of
that membrane. The hammerbone is at one end
srticulated with the anvil, which, again, is ar-
ticulated with the orbiculare, and the latter with
the stitrup, which finally abuts on the fenestra
ovalis. BSeveral muscles seem to impart to this
chain of ossicles certain slight movements which
effect contraction or elongation of the chain, and
vary thus the degree of tension of the membranes
on which it presses. Beyond the panum,
and in the solid part of the bone, is the snternal
ear, formed of several cavities communicating
with each other, and which are respectively
called the vestibulum, the semi-circular canals, and
the cochlea. The vestibulum occupies the central
part, and communicates with the tympanum
(through the fenestra ovalis) and with the three
semi-circular canals.
from its spiral form, terminates in the interior of
the vestibule, and is divided from the tympanum
by the fenestra rotunda. The vestibule and
cochlea contain a liquid (called Cotugno’s) in
which the filaments of the acoustic nerve float.

Having thus briefly enumerated the principal
parts of the ear of man, and of the higher animals,
we will now proceed to study the propagation of
the sonorous waves through these several parts,

and subsequently endeavour to deduce from the
results of our investigations the physical theory
of audition.

The organ of hearing in man and the higher
animals consists, then, of several membranes,
omseous parts, air, and a liquid; the vibrations:

The cochlea, termed thus | p:

This much is certain, therefore, that every com-
ponent part of the ear may perform a share in
the function assigned to that organ, but the
science of acoustics gives us no perfectly satis-
factoryinformation as to the precise part assigned
respectivelyto everyoneoftheseveral components.
‘We must have recourse here to comparative ana-
tomy, experimental physiology, and pathology.
The information gal from these sciences
enables us to determine the degree of ivz:fortanee
that attaches respectively to ever{ individual part
of the ear in the performance of the function of
audition, and to estimate the degree in which
every individual part respectively contributes to
the perfection and delicacy of the organ of

et
‘We find that the external and middle ear are
wanting in a great many classes of animals,
which, notwithstanding, we consider endowed
with a sufficiently keen ear. Thus, for instance,
in birds we find not a vestige of the pinna; rep-
tiles have no meatus ezternus ; and in fishes the
or%an consists simply of the internal ear, There
is, however, one part which we find invariably
gxesent, viz., the vestibule, which is a mem-
ranous bag filled with a liquid in which the
extremities or ramifications of the auditory nerve
float. The mode in which that nerve terminates
seems certainly the most judiciously adapted for
the purpose which it is intended to subserve;
the nervle, being reduced ang attenuated ltno eﬁ-
ceedingly minute filaments floating in a liquid,
the points of contact are multiplied to the greqitest
possible extent.

We know that vibrations are pro ted in
liquids, as they are in membranes and all elastic
bodies, dividing into vibratory portions sepa-
rated by nodal lines; in li uidb; numeroutse;ihma
tory movements may equally be propagated, an
m&coexist simultaneously without?;.lterfering
with each other. It seems, also, proved by cer-
tain experiments of Cagnard-Latour, that vibra-
tions are propagated more readily from the solid
walls of a cavity to the liquid contained in it, if
minute solid particles are dispersed through the
latter, or even if they are fixed to the sides of the
enclosing cavity. is is owing simply to the
circumstance that the points of contact between
the solid and the liquid are more numerous, and
there is accordingly a multiplication of directions
inwhich the vibrations may propagate themselves
in a straight line from one to the other of these
medis, according to the inequalities presented by
their surfaces. Such s solid particles are
found in the liquid ﬁ]lw the labyrinth of the
ear in certain fishes, e may accordingly con-
clude that the vestibule, or rather the mode of
termination of the acoustic nerve, such as we find
it in all animals, occupies a most important share
in the function of hearin&;

The undulations of the air, produced by a
sonorous body, may arrive at the acoustic nerve,
either through the osseous parts of the cranium
in which the ear is enclosed, or through the
column of air of the auricular canal. The tick-
ing of a watch held between the teeth, or :ﬁph:;l

suf-

to any of the head, is still heard wi
ficient distinctness, although the auditory pas-
sages be strictly closed. Some persons, affected

with difficulty of hearing, are enabled to hear
distinctly by placing over the auricular canal, or
ressing between the teeth, a small stick fixed in
the centre of a reservoir of air behind which the
sound is produced. The -tethoecor of the phy-
sician serves principally as a solid cylinder, by
means of which numerous points of contact are
established between the sonorous body and the
ear.

The column of air in the auditory meatus
vibrates equally with the sonorous undulations
excited in the surrounding air. Experience
proves that a sound produced in a solid body is,
caleris paribus, much more distinctly heard when
transmitted through a solid medium in imme-
diate contact with the ear. On the other hand,
sounds produced in the air, as in the case of all
wind instruments, are the more distinct, the

course) the quantity of vibrating air in commu-
nication with the guditory meatus. Now, when
we find these two modes of propagation com-
bined in a single organ, we cennot doubt but
that they contribute powesfully to the perfoction
of the function of that organ. These principles
may be q;plied to explain in a measure
the use of the pinna and the suditery meatus.
These parts may, in fact, be looked upon as con-
stityting an instrument analogous to the ear-
trumpet, and which, from its peculiar form,
collects and reflects towards the axis of the auri-
cular canal a larger number of sonorous wawes,
and serves at the same time as a reservoir of air,
to strengthen the sound; there can be no doubt
but that the presence of this reservoir increases
the intensity of the sounds yielded by musical
instruments, both stringed ‘and wind. ~Savart’s
bell held vibrating before a receptacle of air, and
Mazloye's monster diapason mounted on a large
air-chest, demonstrate to evidence the effacts
produeed by the resounding of masses of air.sur-
rounding the sonoreus body. An us ex-
periment to thoal; witl:.dSnvbtrt'sbollmd. lqigc

pason may be made ya.ppmu.lnnga -
pason to the ear, or introducing it uto the
mouth.: in the latter case the sound will acqwire
great intensity. In all thege instances the sound
18 strengthened by the sonorous waves, which
are reflected from the sides of the receptacles;
and, at the same time, by the vibrations im-
parted to the mass of air and to the sides of
these receptacles.

In animals with moveable pinna, the analoiy
of the latter with an ear-trumpet is striking
evident, Thus we see animals, when nnueti,
throw the aperture of the pinna bt&
whereas, when pursuing their prey, the opening
of the pinna is turned for . The externsl
ear of man does not possess this facul% of
motion, and differs, moreover, greatly in form
from that of other animals. It seems exceed-
ingly difficult to conceive the usc of the pinna,
and several instances might be adduced in which
the absence of this appendage did not seem to in-
terfere greatly with the auditory faculty. The
least improbable explanation that we could offer
would be this: considering the habitual positi
of man, the mobility of his head, and the
elegmee of the latter, it would be impossible to
endow the pinna with motory power without
giving to it the shape of an ear-trumﬁ. in the
manner of the monsters of mythology. The pinna
is formed of an elastic cartilage, of which the
plane is (at all events, as far as the greater
portign is concerned) ‘garal]el to taat of the
membrana tympani, and consequently perpen-
dicular to the a:fu of the audito%&meztus; and
this is, according to the laws of the propl.gation
of vibrating movements, the best position that
the pinna could possibly have been placed in, for
the sonorous waves striking this membrane per-
pendicularly are more readily propagated in the
internal ear, either by the solid walls of the
auditory meatus, or by the column of air in the
latter. When we wish to hear distinctly, we
place the head in a position to make the pinna
receive dicularly the sonorous waves.

It might be asked, why interpose the tympa-
num between the auditory meatus and the ves-
tibule? We may reply to this, without hesitation,
that the tympanum is not indispensable to
audition, as is sufficiently demonstrated by its
absence in several ani , and, in some in-
stances, even in man (there are some cases on
record of individuals endowed with the faculty
of hearing, although deprived of the middle ear,
either from original malformation or from the
ravages of disease). Let us, however, hasten to
add, that the middle ear, and the peculiar
arrangements of its parts, tend to render the
organ of hearing in man much more ect and
less liable to alterations than would be the case
were this omitted. .

We will now proceed, in the first instance, to
examine the way in which membranes vibrate.
Savart has shown that membranes, when
perly stretched, and placed near a soun
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organ-tube or instrument, vibrate in
the same manner as if they were in contact with
sounding bodies ; and, upon covering them with
sand, they are observed to divide into vibrating
parts separated by the ordinary nodal lines, At
each variation of the sound, new arrangements
appear on the membranes, and these divisions are
more readily and promptly produced on them
than on plates of glass or metal. Savart has
equally demonstrated that membranes alone
rmt the peculiarity of dividing under the in-
uenee of one and the same sound in different
faehions, dthou(fh they be left unvaried in form,
dimensions, and tension. Lastly, we may add
that veriations of the degree of tension of 8 mem-
brane are attended with variations in its manner
of dkldhg and vibrating under the influence of
one and the same sound. From these facts col-
, we may deduce, that to
gounds 1n the interior of the ear, and to modi
at will the intensity of the vibratory movements,
it was desirable to close the auditory meatus
with a stretched membrane, and to add in the
interior of the organ an a];ﬁmm adapted to
propsgate the vibrations to the parts in contact
with the acoustic nerve, and capable, moreover,
under the direction of the will, to vary the tension
of the membrane expanded across the meatus.

Take an ordinary ear-trumpet, and close the
opening with a membrane to which you have
previouslty affixed a small wooden stick, to enable
you to vary the tension of the membrane. Upon
applying this trumpet to your ear you will

y perceive a considerable difference in the
intensity of the sounds transmitted through the
trumpet, according as the membrane is more or
less tightly stre ; when the membrane is
very tight, the sound will appear considerably
less intense than when the membrane is re-
laxed. Perhaps, in the former case, the mem-
brane divides more readily in yielding sounds
which, dthough in unison with the origi
note, are less intense. In the human ear the
tension of the membrana tympani might be
varied in two different ways, viz., the chain
of oesicles might be made to perform the part of
the wooden stick of the preceding experiment,
or the desired effect might be produced by modi-
fying the density and elasticity of the air con-
tained in the cavity of the tympanum. The
second course of proceeding is not natural, and
its application would require a certain degree of
ekill and a somewhat violent effort.

Another important part of the ear is the
Eustachian tube, which leads from the cavity of
the tympanum to the upper part of the pharynx,
and serves to maintain a free and constant com-
munication between the middle ear and the ex-
ternal air ; by this means the air in the cavity of
the tympanum is maintained at & uniform de-
ge of moisture, and its elasticity on a par with

t of the atmospheric air.

A ‘:secien of um&orary deafness may be con-
tracted simply by shutting the mouth, stopping
the nose, and then dilating the thoracic cavity
to the greatest possible extent. The same effect
may be produced xn deep and protracted ex-
piration, This deatness continues a few instants,
and 8 movement of deglutition is the most
efficient means to remove it. In these two cases
the air in the cavity of the tympanum is rendered
either more or lessdense than the external air, and
the membrana tympani experiences a different
tension, directed sometimes towards the external,
at another towards the internal, part of the ear,
‘Wollaston, who was the first to observee these
facts, remarked that the temporary deafness con-
tracted seems to relate more exclusively to grave
sourids. Thus, he states that he could no longer
distinetly hear the strong noise of a cnrria§e
rolling at a certain distance, whilst he readily
perceived the slight sound produced by striking
the table with the tip of his nail. A similar ex-
periment may also be made with the ear-trumpet
of one of the preceding experiments, If the
membrane across the opening of the ear-trumpet
be tightened, strong noises will be heard but in-
distinctly, whereas the ticking of a watch will
be heard with greater distinctness than usual.

te

There are cases on record of individuals unable
1o hear an ordinary voice, and who could not
carry on a conversation except in the midst of
considerable noise, It must be assumed, in such
cases, that the susceptibilit{ﬂof the organ of
hearing, thou%h greatly enfeebled, pemsists still
for grave and deep sounds, and this may be ac-
counted for in some measure upon the supposi-
tion that the membrana i has, in cases of
this kind, lost the faculty of varying its tension
under different circumstances.

The internal muscle of the malleus and that of
the stapes may serve to modify the state of ten-
sion of the membrana tympani, under the direc-
tion of the will. Miiller assumes that these
muscles contract in consequence of a reflex move-
ment, in the manner of the muscular fibres of the
iris, under the influence of a vivid light. Under
the impression of a violent, and protracted noise,
the stapes and malleus, by the contraction of
their muscles, stretch the membranes to which
they are respectively fixed, and give rise to a
temporary deafness which, under such circum-
stances, cannot but prove salutary.

‘What is the function of the entire chain of
ossicles? Why should there be a combination of
four ossicles, instead of a single one? 'Why not
suppress the fenestra rotunda, or the fenestra
ovalis, or even the two? Our present knowledge
of acoustics is too limited to enable us to reply
satisfactorily to these questions.

The chain of ossicles serves, as already stated,
to the degree of tension of the membranes
to which its extremities are respectively affixed,
and there can be no doubt but that it answers,
moreover, in the ear the same purpose as the
bridge does in a stringed instrument, and the
chest in a drum. If we cover with sand one of the
membranes of & drum, and strike the other, we
see the sand vibrate-and form into divisions,
which vary according to the manner in which the

i

al | chest is arranged and disposed. The chain of

ossicles is a species of bridge suspended in the
cavity of the tympanum, which not only propa-
tes vibrations from one of its sides to the other,
ut receives, moreover, the shocks of the air. The
membrane of the fenestra ovalis, which commu-
nicates with the vestibule, finds its elasticity and
tension unquestionably better };rotecoed by being
placed in & reservoir of air enclosed in the inte-
rior of the ear, than would be the case were this
membrane in immediate contact with the atmo-
sphere. More satisfactory replies than these
may, &arhups. at no distant period be given to
the above-proposed questions ; but as the n
can exist and rm its functions, without either
chain of ossicles, membrane, or cavity of the
t{mpmum. this much must be admitted—that
these components do not counstitute the essential
part of the organ of hearing, but contribute
simvgly to its perfection and preservation.
ith regard to the semicircular canals and
cochlea, we have ver&little to say ; it is gene-
rally supposed that the vibrations excited and
transmitted through the solid walls in which
the ear is encased, are transmitted through the
semicircular canals and the cochlea to the
acoustic nerve.

In conclusion, we have to offer a few remarks
on the physical characteristics of sound, the
comparison of the different sounds, and the
limits to which sounds continue perceptible.
Any excitation of whatsoever nature, commu-

icated to the tic nerve, produces a sonorous
sensation. The term “sound,” in a more re-
stricted sense, signifies a sonorous sensation con-
tinuing uniform for a certain time, and susceptible
of comparison and measurement. Sound, pro-
perly speaking, differs accordingly from noise in
this much, that the latter is the effect of a single
shock, or of a series of irregular shocks ; whereas,
sound is the sonorous sensation experienced when
the acoustic nerve receives a certain number of
vibrations succeeding one another at uniform in-
tervals. The acuteness or graveness of a sound
depends upon the greater or less rapidity with
which the vibrations succeed each other. The
intensity of a sound depends upon the extent of
the excursive movement of the vibrating parts,

‘Wollaston and Savart have endeavoured to
determine the limits within which sounds con-
tinue perceptible to our ear. Savart has demon-
strated that their limits extend much further
than was formerly supposed, and that, to enable
us to perceive very acute or very grave sounds,
it suffices to increase their intensity. It results
from his experiments that the limits within which
sounds continue perceptible to our ear extend
between 14 and 48,000 vibrations per second.

ORIGINAL CGNTRIBUTIGNS.

————
REPORTS ON THE DISEASES OF
FEMALES

By EDWARD RIGBY, M.D,,

Pellot; of ot'};e Bn{g.l i(Iiollegcs“v.)f Pra'ltlehm. ﬂeu::r‘l;h elan
zlt.. M&.lomyew’:l au:l't:l‘. Examiner on Midwifery
to the University of London &e.

In my last report (a) I commenced a series of
cases connected with sterility, and, for the pur-
pose of bringing them under some sort of ar-
rangement, Ig;)nroposed to divide them into the
two classes of organic and functional. The pre-
sent case which I offer to your notice is one
depending on organic defect, and, therefore,
bePoe:ging to the first class, I have condensed
it from a very carefully drawn up report by my
friend Mr. T. Safford , under whose care the
patient was, and who consulted me from time to
time about her.

Miss H. S., aged twenty-six, residing at the
distance of about sixty miles from town; small
in stature, blonde, and healthy looking, but of
very juvenile appearance.

. 6, 1846. Has never menstruated, al-
though at occasional but irregular intervals she
has pain in the back and loins, with sense of ful-
ness in the lower portion of the abdomen. The
breasts are well formed ; the nipples small, with
all the appearance of virgin organs well de-
veloped ; tgg are firm, and the glands distinct.

At about the age of fourteen both breasts be-
came very large, with much tension amounting
to pain; after a short time they gradually dimi-
ninird, and are now of the ordinary size ; attacks
of pain occur now and then, but observe no regu-
larity of period. Acknowledges to having a
amount of natural feelings connected with the
genital organs, and that when the above-men-
tioned periods of abdominal fulness occur they
are even strong; during the last two years these
feelings of venereal excitement have increased.
She has enjoyed excellent health, with the ex-
ception of frequent hysterical attacks when
about eighteen or nineteen years of ﬁe

Ezam. per Vaginam.—The external parts are
perfectly na ; on separating the nymph® a
cavity is observed corresponding to the orifice of
the vagina, but it is only a depression, being
merely a cul de sac of veri trifling depth ; no
tumour or fulness is to be lelt above it. I ad-
vised Mr, Lee to adapt a globular tent to this
cavity, and to fix a co:sreas in front by means
of a -applied T bandage: a plan which quite
coincidedy with his own view of the case. He
continued the application of tents for a week or
ten days, producing gradual enlargement of the
cavity.

S:gt. 8. We were surprised to find that the
finger now passed into a canal of about three
anci:: in length, into which a tent was intro-

uced.

9. On examination, Mr. Lee found that the
orifice of this canal was capable of contracti
ug:;n the finger at the will o¥ the patient, beyon
which, for about half an inch, it had a rough,
irregular surface, which was very tender, and as
if it were raw to the touch, like recently-divided
structure ; beyond this there appeared a small
but distinct canal, with a-smooth surface like
that of a mucous membrane ; it was too small to
admit the finger so as to ascertain its length,

(8) Medical Times, Aug. 7, 1847.
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12. A sponge tent has been applied daily; a

one was now introduced.

17, The canal will now admit the finger with
ease, and even two could be introduced. The
le of the canal is three inches and a half.
At its ugper part Mr, Lee detected a small open-
ing irite whieh:the uterine sound to the
extent-of filly half an inch; it produced no
pain, and Mr..Lée thought he could perceive a
:l‘i’lg:t weight at its extremity, which was move-

Ezam. per Rectum,—While the uterine sound
was in this position, Mr. Lee examined per rec-
tull;.u_ and o::ld trace it fo:h;:oumchel and
[y in the vagine; it [ to
upwards, and he could not feel its point. v&:

sound was into the der, he could
not feel any substance between it and the finger
in the rectum beyond the parietes ofbog.horgms.
A large bougie was introduced every night for a
few weeks, and she returned to the country with
instructions to continue its use.

Oct. 22. ‘‘Miss H, 8. came again my charge,”
says Mr, Lee. * I found that she had been un-
able to retain the bougie, so that the canal had
contracted considerably, especially at its upper
g:rt; the lower portion, near the os externum,

ving remained dilated; the upper part pro-
duced considerable resistance to the pa.cm
the finger. She states that after she had
about a month in the country she was seised
with considerable -down pein, and a
sense of forcing downwards; the abdomen at
the time was swollen, and she experi s

deal of uterine excitement, h breasts
elt distended, and the left one was painful. 1
again applied a sponge tent daily, and only dis-
eon;inued it when the external parts became
tender.”

¢ Nov. 11, The canal is now much larger, but
I cannot find a utérus.”

18. The ge tent has been retained two
days, a good deal of pain in theback;
on removing it, the canal is found much dilated,
80 as to admit three fingers. It is now morelike
the vagina, and at its upper part there is a
small opening very much like the orifice of the
08 uteri,

21. Nothing has been introduced into the
nx‘;ufor two days; it remains well dilated,
although not quite so much as before. The
great point now was to ascertsin the existence
of a uterus. Mr. Lee examined carefully per
rectum whilst a small male catheter was in the
bladder, but nothing of a uterus could be felt.
The patient, who is in good health and spirits,
states that eonsiderable uterine excitement at-
tended the removal of the tent yesterday, and
this was followed by a discharge.

Dec. 12, Sponge tents have been daily applied,
and the vagina is well dilated. At the upper
and back portion a swmall fissure is felt, which is

ious, and the uterine sound passes through
t to the extent of nurlL an inch; it passes
easily, without pain, and is apparently stopped
by a solid body, which seems heavy. During
the last week the feelings of uterine excitement
have been more considerable, and she states that
she had a red discharge preceded by pain in the
back and headache. Tll:’is occurred when she
was not wearing a tent. The breasts atthe same
time were large and painful, .

8he returned home on January 1, 1847.

The history of this interesting case leaves off
to a certain extent incomplete, owing to circum-
stances over which Mr. Lee had no control,

Imade an examination when the vagina was
well dilated, and felt convinced that I could de-
tect an os uteri at its extremity, although at that
time it was not ious; whether or not the
uterus was normally formed must remain for the
present undecided ; but there can be little doubt
that the ovaries are natural and capable of per-
forming their proper functions, not only from the
red discharge which occurred without the pre-
sence of any distending body in the vagina, but
also from its being preceded and accompanied
with the usual symptoms of a menstrual period.
There can also be no douybt hut that the canal

which was reached by the action of the tents was
the upper portion of the vagina in its natural
state, although much contracted, as is seen by
dilatation of this part being only temporary,
while in the portion which had becn artificially
opened it was ent.

A somewhat similar case has been recorded
by M. Amussat, of Paris, in the ¢ Gazette Médi-
cale,” Dec. 12, 1835, and quoted by Dr. Churchill
of Dublin, A uterus distended with menstrual
fluid could be detected per rectum at the upper
part of the pelvis, but there was no trace of
vagina, the parietes of the bladder and rectum
being in close contact. M. Amussat commenced
by depressing the mucous membrane of the
vulva with the points of his fingers in the situa-
tion where the orifice of the vagina ought to
have been, and, the membrane giving way, he
g:ldually advanced in the cellular inters

tween the urethra and rectum, gnided_by a
sound in the farmer, and his finger in the Iatter,
and retaining the ground he gained each day by
a sponge tent, until at length he reached the
tumour in the pelvis, which he first punctured
with e: mhu. and afterwards more hrlfle;y
open a lﬂnoml-a, iving exit to a e
quantity of dark e:lr’g;d ;:n‘uid? An additional

uantity was a taneous open-
i(.lng into the rectum. Theuﬁ?:i:l os uteripvev:s
:zznopenfor some time by a canula. The ope-
of course caused severe pain and excessive
constitutional suffering; but, ultimately, owing
to the care and skill of M. Amussat, the patient
{):ﬁetly recovered, and at the tim: of v;ridng

e paper was menstruating regularly, enjoyi
gootr. health, and about to'call into play othneg
uterine funotions,

ASPHYXIA AND CONVULSIONS PRO-
DUCED BY CHLOROFORM.

Communicated by JOHN BEALES, Eaq., Heleswortb,

Casn 1.—A young lady, aged 27, who has for
the last two or three years beean the ject of
severe, neuralgic affection of the left side of the
head and face, a Egedw me on the 11th inst.
to extract one molar teeth of the upper
jaw, of the .same side, under the influence of

oroform. I aceo: moistened a sponge
with one drachm of ¢ Hooper's

tion,”’
covering it over with a fold of lint, and at first
held it for a short time at a little di ce from

the mouth and nostrils, and then applied it
closely over them both for rather more two
minntu,‘hwin;thou:d o i t:? t(ll:asixed effect.
During e pup: e eyes were
alternately mthtg and contracting, yl:;t the
pulse was only slightly accelerated, and she ex-

two or three times a desire that more
chloroform should be used. I, therefore, finding
there was no tendency to the soporific state,
added from twenty to thirty drops more upon
the sponge, which in two or three seconds pro-
du a rigid state of the arms and , with
slight convulsions of the abdominal muscles. The
pupils of the eyes soon became dilated to their
utmost extent, and one of the most alarming
states of asphyxia followed, which continued for
one minute at least; the eyelids were fixed
widely apart, the mouth open, and the coun-
tenance was as pale as ashes, with a dark livid
hue around the lips, indicating, altogether, the
most deathlike appearance I ever witnessed.
Moydrrtner. Mr. Garrard, who was present, im-
mediately opened the window of the room, and
then brought a bottle of the strong liq, ammon.,
which was the nearest restorative at d, and
held it to the nostrils, when, in a second or two,
one deep oi:?inﬁon took place, which was fol-
lowed shortly by another, At this moment
the face was instantaneously suffused with the
brightest crimson, attended with the most
rapid reaction of the pulse, and the patient ap-
parently fell into a calm sleep. I now proceeded
to extract her tooth, but before I could remove
the instrument with the tooth from her mouth,
the jaws booame so firmly fixed upon it that it

was im to remove it for two or three
minutes, during which state the arms, legs, and
the whole body were in one continued state of
the most distorted convulsion. With the greatest
difficulty we depressed the lower jaw, and re-
moved the instrument and tooth. The con-
vulsions (though not so violent) continuing for
five or six minutes longer, when she became half
conscious, and muttered—** More, more, or I
cannot have my tooth out.”” She remained in
this state, more or less, for another half hour,
when she was attacked with the most excru-
ciating pain at the top of the head, where there
was much heat, and to which I applied linen
rags dipped in ether, for about twenty minutes,
which removed the heat and considerably abated
the pain; she then reclined upon a couch for an
hour and a half, and arose quite comfortable, and
went home into the country. I called upon this
patient the following day, and she come-
plained of great lassitude, as well as much sore-
ness of her whole frame; she had had a pretty
good ni and was in excellent spirits, and de-
clared she would un the inhalation again if
she required it. She described the feelings in
her head in the first instance (under the effects
of the inhalation) to the noise of a steam-packet
ust starting from her moorings, and afterwards,

er sensations to have been most heavenly.

Case 2.—I also tried the chloroform on the
4th inst. upon a strong agricultural lad for
onychia, I put one drachm of the same pre-
paration upon a sponge, and :Epliad it precisely
with the same caution as in the &reeedmgeue.
and in one minute the lad was in a deep sleep.
Ithendiv%deguthe n&ilmllnNngpdrof
scissors, and, during the was extracting
the leg-md portion with the forceps, both legs
were drawn up to the body by one violent con-
vulsive action. Consciousness returned in an-
other minute; he had felt no pain, nor was he
aware that the nail was removed, but he com-
plained of headache and sickness, and very soan
vomited frcael(;l

C.una.;! the 10th in:ltd. 1 wil;leued an
operation for stone upon an 0ld man of seventy-
rven,pe:fonudinﬂm ce of several pro-
essional gentlemen, where the chloraform (in
the quantity of one drachm and a_half at Mﬁ.&
was used n&on a ge, covered with a
pocket han ief, and applied in a similar
manner as in my own two cases. In two minutes
the poor fellow was under its influence, but for
five or six minutes, or even longer (although
bound hands and feet), the convulsive action of
his arms and legs was 8o violent, that it was with
the utmost difficulty that two or three gentle-
men, with m who were holding them, could
keep hifn steady upon the table until the opera-
tion was finished. In this case, upon the return
of consciousnees, the patient was surprised to
find the stone was extracted, and he declared he
had not felt that he had been cut.

These are the only three cases in which I have
witnessed the effects of the chlaroform, and I must
candidly confess that I have not been struck with
its superiority over ether, under the influence of
which, I have performed many of the principal
operations in surgery, as well as having seens
g:at many capital operations in town, and in

country, by other surgeons, all of which have
been unattended by any of the convulsive effects

and alarming symptoms produced by the chlo-
roform.

PUERPERAL CONVULSIONS AFTER
DELIVERY. :

Communica J. DM \ s ., Surgeon,
ted \b"hlmnx;u.ﬂlfh oI‘AB!I‘y. B

Mrs. B., a healthy uvlromn?. of midl&}; statire,
aged thirty-two, mother of three children, was
confined in the afternoon of the 24th of October
of the present year; the labour being easy and
of short duration : & midwife was in aftendance.
Had complained of headache and dizsinees a day
or two before her confinement, but obtained relief
after that event. A recurrence took place twanty
hours after delivery, accompanied with & wild
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expression of countenance and hasty manner,
which induced her friends to seek medical aid.
Twenty-four hours after delivery I arrived at the

atient’s house; upon entering her bedroom I

istinctly heard a peculiar hissing noise pro-
ceeding from the patient. She was in bed, being
detained there by the efforts of four women.
There were violent convulsive actions of both
extremities, and the muscles of the face were
under the same influence. The tongue was pro-
truded from the mouth, and foam was abundant.
The face and neck were swollen, with increased
carotid action, The eyes were starting forwards,
rolling about, and. having a peculiar wildness in
expression ; the pupils dilated and uninfluenced
by light; the head very hot; the state of the
pulse could not be ascertained, owing to the
violent action of the arms. In the absence of
any hysterical symptoms, I diagnosed the case
a8 one of puerperal convulsions after delivery.
Twenty ounces of blood were immediately drawn
in a full stream, an ipecacuanha emetic given, the
hair was cut short, and cold miduouslf kept to
the head; sinapisms to both calves. In about
an hour she became more quiet, the convulsions
occurring only at intervals ; the pulse was ascer-
tained to be 110, of largish calibre; the pupils
became contracted ; the breathing was stertorous.
Her state resembled the apoplectic.” A large
blister was applied to the nape; ten grains of
calomel, six grains of camphor, and two drops of
croton oil were given, which had the effect of
producing some copious evacuations. = After
twelve hours’ elapse, coma being still present,
eighteen ounces more blood were withdrawn,
and the frigid mixture substituted for cold water
to the head. The inability to swallow prevented
the administration of other medicines.

8he continued in a comatose state until seven
o'clock of the twenty-sixth day, sixty-three hours
after delivery and thirty-eight after seizure, when
death took place. ..

Puerperal convulsions after delivery are of
very rare occurrence, their supervention taking
Place either before or during labour. ~The cause
of the attack is various; but in this instance I
attribute it to the peculiar type of disease then
prevalent in the neighbourhood, which was
clearly under a missmatic influence, as bath
erysipelas and puerperal fever, those scourges of
midwifery prackice, had to a certain extent
manifested themselves.

Since writing the above I have perused Dr.
Churchill’s valuable little work on ¢ Midwifery
Practice,” and find a description of theabove case
under the head of Apoplectic Convulsions.

PROCRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE,

———————

ACADEMY OF MEDICINE.

Meeting of Dec. 7; M. Beaix in the Chair.

CurorororM.—M. Charriére presented to the
academy an instrument for the inhalation of
chloroform : it consisted in asilk tube, supported
by a spring wire, and terminated at one ex-
tremity by a receptacle for.chloroform, at the
other by a silver ring which could be readily
adapted to the mouth. When closed, the in-
strument occupied a very small s , and could
be conveniently carried in a snuff-box.

ACADEMY OF SCIENCES. »

Meeting of Dec. 6; M. Buongsiaxt in the Chair,

HexatorLoay. —A paper on the composition
of the blood in the general paralysis of the in-
sane was read by M. Michéa. From the analysis
of the blood of many patients, M. Michéa con-
cluded that in general the globules were in-
creascd, and the fibrin diminished, in quantity:
these changes in the composition of the circu-
lating fluid would account for the frequency of
cerebral congestion and its consequences, an
were to be counteracted by a very moderate diet
and occasional venesection.
. CHLOROPORM.

DISLOCATION OF THE SHOULDER. — A man,

aged sixty-four, was admitted into hospital on
Dec. 1 for a dislocation of the shoulder, which
had taken place seven days before. M, Char-
ridre’s inhaler was used, and 3ij. of chloroform
were employed ; after four minutes, insensibili
was obtained, and, without any assistance, M.
Velpeau reduced the arm, the muscles not offer-
ing any resistance. No sensation whatever
was experienced by the patient, who stated that
he had no dreams.

O~yx18.—The same surgeon, in two cases of
onyxis, removed the nail without fam In
neither instance was the inhalation followed by
headache or nausea.

StraANGULATED HERNIA.—On Dec. 5, a woman,
aged sixty-five years, insane, was admitted
into M, Velpeau’s wards, bearing in the right
S::in an inguinal hernia, strangulated since

ee days; reduction had been vainly at-
tempted. 3ij. of chloroform having been in-
haled, complete insensibility was produced in
one minute, and the operaﬁon was performed,
and lasted seventeen minutes, during which the
satient appeared to be in a state of repose;

uring the day vomiting returned, and several
motions also took place: peritonitis, however,
occurred, and the next morning, Dec. 6, the
patient died. On dissection, effusion of stercoral
matter was found to have produced violent peri-
tonitis, and a minute perforation was detected in
the part of the intestine which had been exposed

to e. .

ﬂl three other cases, two of removal of
tumours, and one amputation of the leg, Prof.
Velpeau again used the chloroform with the
same success, and seemed to prefer the simple
inhalation of the ansmsthetic agent on a hand-
kerchief, to any other mode of exhibition.

FACULTY OF MEDICINE.

LECTURBS ON GBNERAL PATHOLOGY, BY PROFESSOR

c ’ ANDRAL,
1 Smcoxp Part. Crarrer I. (continued).

DYSPEPSJA,—GASTRALGIA,—VOMITING.

The manner in which the stomach performs its
functions also furnishes diagnostic signs of dis-
ease, Dyspepsia, or disturbance of the digestive
functions, results in general from some irregu-
larity in the secretion of the gastric juice, and we
must here make some physiological remarks
which are closely connected with our subject.
The history of dyspepsia is, besides, considerably
enlightened by recent experimental researches
upon the secretions of the stomach. Spallanzani,
it is true, instituted inquiries into this matter,
but the more recent reseaches of Beaumont,
Bernard, and Bareswill have been still more
fruitful, and have thrown a greater light upon
the symptoms and nature of dyspepsia. Thus
we know that, when the stomach is empty, its
inner surface is covered with more or less of
greyish mucus, which is never acid, but may be
occasionally slightly alkaline when any substance
is introduced into the cavity of the stomach.
Experiments have further taught us that the
mucous membrane becomes congested, and that
a transparent and acid fluid is poured upon its
surface. This is the gastric juice, the secretion
of which may be modified by various circum-
stances. Thus, when a stimulus is introduced
into the stomach, if it be gentle, the secretion of
gastric juice is increased ; but if the stimulus be
g:werful. the gastric juice altogether ceases to

excreted : it is replaced by mucus; digestion
is suddenly arrested, and bile may even flow
back through the pylorus. Great pain, or fear,
or any sudden and violent emotion, produces the
same effect, and stops the secretion, All these
physiological facts, which experiments have
itively demonstrated, are, in our opinion, most
1mportant to the subject now before us.
yspepsia shows itself in the first place in
those maladics in which the stomach is primarily

d | concerned : thus, inflammation of that viscus

causes dyspepsia and pain; in bilious synocha,
it is attended with nausea, and sometimes vomit-
ing; and the introduction of light food and
mucilaginous fluids into the stomach aggravates

the symptoms, but theyfa
more stimulating diet dj
form of dyspepsia is freqwerifly
of fat substances, or of vogét®
of exercise; it is more
damp than in dry seaso: 9+ Peheye
produced by the arrest of the ccfetion
Juice and the increase of the mucous fl e
stomach. Dyspepsia may be noticed with can-
cer of the stomach, but not always, and, when
present, contrasts with the perfectly natural
state of the tongue, In chronic gastritis, the
functions of the stomach are also disturbed ; but
the disturbance, unlike that of bilious synocha,
is increased by stimulating nutriment, relieved,
on the, contrary, by light food. In gastralgia,
dyspepsia is also observed, and is often removed
by the ingestion of food. Subjects of a nervous
constitution, young women at the period of their
first menstruation, are subject to a nervous form
of dyspepsia, which is aggravated by every strong
mental emotion, and which is very commonly
observed in large cities: it is often accompanied
by obstinate vomiting and intense epigastric
pain, and the diagnosis is powerfully assisted by
the preservation of appetite, the absence of thirst,
and the natural appearance of thetongue. Local
or general debility is also a very common cause
of dyepepsia. erefore, after repeated vene-
section, abundant hemorrhage, frequent seminal
emissions, voluntary or not, in convalescence,
&c., it may be expected to appear.

But it is not only when the stomach is affected
in :esrimary manner that its functions are dis-
turbed. That organ participates readily in any
general neurosis: in hypochondriasis, for in-
stance, itis so constant a symptom many
authors, taking the’ effect for the cause, have
classed hypochondriasis amongst affections of the
stomach. In hypochondriasis no real pain is
experienced, but after meals a senseof fulness of
the stomach, flatulency, and the continual eruc-
tation of inodorous gas are very habitually ob-
served. In hysteria it is not so much dyspepsia
as violent epigastric pain which is complained of.
Certain alterations of the blood also interfere
with the gastric functions : they are often dis-
turbed in chlorosis, when the use of the cin-
chona bark proves a valuable adjunct to feru-
fino\u preparations. Digestion is arrested by

ebrile excitement, and when hectic fever be-

comes continuous the same is also observed. In

chronic diseases, in consequence of feverishness,

debility, or some gastric complication, we gene-

rally, at one period or the other, meet with dys-

g::lgain, the cause of which should be very care-
y aseertained.

During health the operations of digestion are
performed without causing any painful sensa-
tions. The various forms of dyspepsia all pro-
duce more or less unessiness ; but the sensibility
of the stomach may be excited tp such a degree
a8 to occasion absolute pain, which may vary
according to the circumstances attending its pro-
duction, according to its nature, its intemity, or
its seat. Thus, in acute gastritis the pamn is
generally insignificant, but its chief characters
are to increase by pressure and by the ingestion
of food. In bilious synocha no pain is ex-
perienced, but a sense of fulness and weight in
the epigastric region. In cancer of the stomach,
as in other internal cancers generally, we do not
usually meet with the lancinating pains con-
sidered as pathognomonic of the disease, and
which really exist in a marked manner in mam-
m cancers only. In some cases, however
long before the full development of the dis-
organization, a sudden aud excruciating pain
occurs, which may be attributed to the propaga-
tion of the incipient disorder to some nervous
filaments. In gastralgia a similar pain is some-
times observed; its intensity varies,ibut it may
be sufficiently great to produce faintness, syn-
cope, and even death. This extreme pain may
coincide with preservation of the appetite and
r digestion ; it is observed in many nervous
subjects, is more common in the female than in
the male sex, often accompanies abundant
uterine discharges; it may result from general
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times yiplds o, ;pggdAmeg.ifcine; and ﬁ_xvl‘gom(ing‘, paroxysts o cough in consumption, and some- | and produced during three quarters_of an hour
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“The rejection of the céntents of the stbmach’
! A ! 5 g
¢ nst'ftptes__ vomiting. Vaijous substances may:|
thus ba, exknflled,:«‘foed, drinks, medicinés, foreign |
bodies, or blood, Wwhich may be furnished by the
stomach itself; mucus, pus, or blood ;. the latter |
f3id pequires a dark colonr Jf it be preserved in

the stomach any length of time before expulsion,
and in such cascs the.micrascope shows that its
globules have totally disappenred. The rejected
matter may come from . the. intestines ; hence
fical matter, entozoa, or bile, having either spon-
tdneously returned intq the stomach or solicited
by tartar-cmetic, ‘biliary. ealculi, or the contents
of neighbouring tumours containing pus, can-
cerous matter, hydatids, &c., may also be voided
into the stomach and rejected by the act of
vomiting. -

"Ih diséasés of the stomach, vomiti

is a very
frequent symptom ; it is the characteristic of in-
dfgestion resulting from improper or too abund-
ant.food ; acute gastritis cannot exist without
producing vomiting of mucus, or of greenish bile
occasionally streaked with blood. In bilious
synocha, vomiting is not usual, but happens
somctimes, and is arrested readily by the ex-
hibition of tartar-emetic—a fact concisely ex-
pressed by Hippocrates in the aphorism,
** Vomitus vomitu curatur.”” Some persons re-
ject in the morning, with very slight effrt, a
more or less considerable quantity of a viscid,
transparent fluid of extreme acidity ; this symp-
tom may last for along time without disturbance
of the digestive functions, but it may also be the
premonitory sign of gastric cgncer. In the latter
disense, particularly when the orifices of the viscus
are obstructed, vomiting is very frequent, re-
curring either a few hours after a meal, or at
several days’ interval, when the viscus has been
gradually dilated to the extreme limits of its ex-
tensibility. Food is often found in the rejected
matter, but, in proportion as the disease advances,
vomiting of blood becomes a mnre frequent and
a more important symptom. The hemorrhage
from the stomach may be extremely abundant;
its colour is generally dark, and has been com-
pared to soot, coffee, chocolate, &c. Hematemesis
is not, however, exclusively special to cancer:
we find it in some forms of pyrexiw, in yellow
fever, for instance; in purpure and scurvy it
may also be met with. In gastralgia, vomiting
may also be the only symptom of disease,

In maladies not affecting the stomach in a
primary manner, the same symptom is also
noticed. Thus, during the fever of incubation of
variola, which often presents so much analogy
with the incipient stage of typhoid fever, it con-
stitutes a most valuable diagnostic sign. We
again meet with it in all cases of mechanical, or
even dynamic, obstruction to the progress of the
matter contained in the intestines: where the
obstacle is situated in the small intestines, bile
or mucus is usually rejected; but when the
large intestine is occupied, ficcal matter is often
vomited; in colica pictonum, when enteralgia
alone is present, obstinate vomiting is not un-
usual, and we have seen it due to very small
hemnim of the omentum or stomach, through an
aperture of the linea alba, above the umbilicus.
Acute hepatitis, unless complicated with gas-
tritis, seldom is attended with vomiting ; hyda-
tids of the liver are often rejected in this manner
through an ulceration of the stomach; and in
obstructions of the ductus choledochus by cal-
culi, besides the £m special to that form of
colic, vomiting is also observed. Nephritis, and
more particularly calculous nephritis, occasions
the same symptom. As to the womb, its affec-
tions are frequently productive of vomiting; it
is excessively common during the first months
of pregnancy ; and metritis, ;)articularly when
complicated by any degree of inflammation of
the peritoneum, is attended with the same sign.
It is also met with in an advanced stage of
uterine cancer; and it is sometimes observed
after simple cauterization of the os tincee, With

regard to diseases of the respiretory organs, we

manary. hemorrhage passes into the stomach,
and is rejected by the contractions of that viscus,
;Maladies of the nervous centres are sometimes
accompanied by vomiting; it is an early and
icharacteristic symptom of meningitis, and M.
Chomel has recorded a case of tubercles of the
brain in which the convulsive action of the
stomach had been incessant for a long time pre-
viously to the fatal termination of the malady.
Vomiting is a common sign of the incipient stage
of many acute disorders, doubtless because their
invasion coincides frequently with the inter-

ruption of digestion; it is the special result of |-

the exhibition of large doses of narcotic prepara-
tions and of digitalis, and it is observed in many
nervous disturbances : thus, in facial neuralgia,
in hemicrania, vertigo, syncope, sca and coach
sickness, vomiting betrays the close connection
which is established by the nervous system be-
tween the stomach and brain.
: D. M‘CartnYy, D.M.P.

HOPITAL DE LA CHARITE.
CABE OF TETANUS, BY M. VELPEAU,—CHLOROPORM.

A man, aged 30, a mechanician, was, on Nov.
19, wounded by an engine, thc last phalanx
of the index of the right hand having been
crushed. A simple dressing of lint and
goulard water was used every day for a week,

ut on Nov. 24, stiffness of the neck and rigidity
of the muscles of the jaw having occurred, the
patient was admitted into hospital,

The extremity of the finger had mortified, and
the red circle of elimination had already formed.
The muscles of the posterior region of the neck
were rigid; and preserved the head in a state of
extension on the body. The masseter muscles
were also contracted, and no efforts could permit
of the separation of the jaws. The patient com-
plained of no pain, and could speak, although
with some difficulty; no convu?ions were no-
ticed. The pulse 90, heat natural, respiration
slightly impeded by the rigidity of the respiratory
muscles. Ether was inhaled, and, although after
four minutes the patient began to feel drowsy,
still this sensation disappeared, and he continued
to inhale for half an hour without loss of coti-
sciousncss. A very small quantity of chloroform
wag then used, without effect ; and 3 j. of lauda-
num were prescribed, in six lavemens, to be

iven, one every second hour. The next morn-
ing no amendment had been obtained, 3 jss. of
laudanum were again prescribed, to be employed
in the same manner; and in the afternoon, at
four o’clock, far from improving, the condition of
the patient had, on the contrary, grown more
alarming; the abdominal and femoral muscles
had become rigid, and violent convulsions made
their appearance ; the pulse had risen to 104,
the bowels were confined, the thirst considerable,
and perspiration abundant. 3 jss. of chloroform
were then placed on a zponge, and applied to the
patient’s nose ; after two minutes and a half his
eyes closed, and a few more inspirations produced
complete insensibility of the skin; during five
minutes more the inhalation was continued, and
all the muscles were instantly relaxed, the head
returning to its natural position, and the jaws
being now separated without the slightest effort.
The pulse was not modified, and the pupils re-
mained contracted, as they were previously to
inhalation. They lasted twenty minutes, during
which the patient had no dreams, but expe-
rienced a senee of happiness, which he could not
account for. Shortly after waking, the contraction
of the muslces of the juws and neck returned;
ten minutes afterwards, inhalation was resumed,
and, an apparatus having been employed, in-
sensibility and calm repose, with muscular re-
laxation, were again obtained ; the muscles did
not, however, lose their rigidity so completely as
during the first experiment. Soon after waking,
tetanic convulsions again made their appearance.
One hour later, a third inhalation was resorted
to, but with less complete results than previously.

the symptoms were aggrvated ; the episthotonos
wass complete; the convulsions extremelyv:qle:nt,
frequent, and occasioned by the most trifling
causes; and finally, the patient expired at ele.ven
o'clock a.M. On dissection, the brain and spinal
chord were found in a perfectly natural condition ;
the kidneys, spleen, liver, and lungs, on the
contrary, were gorged with blood, and several
apoplectic nuclei were noticed in the posterior
regions of the lungs.
D. M‘Cartuy, D.M.P,

Seat of Tubercle.—Dr. William Leeper, in * The
Dublin "Quarterly,”” remarks, the celluler tissue
has generally been considered the peculiar site
of this morbid product, but since, it has begn
shown that it has been deposited by way of
secretion ; the mucous tissue, if entering into the
composition of the organ affected, is, in general,
either the exclusive seat of this morbid produet,
or is far more strongly affected with it than sny
of the tissues of the same organ. The matter has
been found in the air-vesicles and minute bron-
chial tubes by Lebert Nicolucei and Mr. Rainey;
and, in more than one instance, in the pulmonary
cells, when there could not be discovered any
trace of the deposit in the cellular tissue of the
lungs. Tubercular matter has been found se-
creted from the mucous lining of the large bron-
chial tubes, from that of the intestines, Fallopian
tubes, and from that of the ureter, by Professor
Henderson. In Cruveilhier's experiments, the
globules of mercury injected into the lungs were
found surrounded by tuberculous matter. This
view of the anatomical site of this product, ir} .the
instance of the lungs, holds out the possib:hty,
if not a well-grounded hope, of our being able to
adopt such measures as may succeed in dis-
lodging ‘the matter from the air-cells, and so
effect a cure in some cases; indeed, Sir James
Clarke, impressed with this hope, recommends- &
peculiar treatment in the early stages to procure
this end ; but how far it may be found successful
temains for future cxperience to disclose. -

Case of Irregularily of the Femoral Avlery;
Fractureof the Femur from Necrosis ; Hemorrhage ;
Death.—Mr. Henry Thomson, surgeon to the
Tyrone Infirmary, relates the following case in
*The Dublin Quarterly,” as affording an ex-
example of an irregularity in the course of the
femoral artery—rather a rare anatomical occur-
rence, and one which proved fatal to the paﬁgnf.
A youth, nize years of age, was admitted into
the infirmary with a fracture of the right thigh
immediately above the condyles. The lower
third of the bone had been in a state of necrosis
for six months previously, and several pieces of
sequestra had been discharged from two open-
ings. ‘Through both of these openings the broken
end of the diseased bone could now be very

lainly felt : the lower fragment was drawn up
gehin the upper one, and projected in the form
of a large tumour in the popliteal space: in frout
there was a hollow corresponding to the promi-
nence behind. There was no great amount of he-
morrhage ; the appearance and temperature of the
limb were natural, and the pulsation of the tibial
arteries proved that the popliteal, which seemed
endangered by the position of the lower fragment,
was uninjureg. Amputation was objected to b;
the friends of the patient, and the limb was pla:
on the double inclined plane, the bones having.
been placed in apposition as well as possible. He
appeared to be going on favourably for about a-
month, when hemorrhage suddenly took place
one evening to a very great extent. Faintness
supervening, the bléeding ocased before assistance
arrived. The blood was fluid, and had issued
from the outer and posterior orifice, which, with
the quantity lost, led to the suspicion that the
popliteal, or some lm-ﬁe artery, had been either
perforated by some large spicula of bonme, ar
opened by ulceration. Amputation was again
proposed, but not allowed, and the treatment
was, therefore, continued as before; and in a°
fortnight another bleeding took place, which was
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nearly fatal. And now there was observed a
distinct diastolic pulsation, occupying the site of
the fracture, commanded byg:euure on the fe-
moral artery in the groin, and unattended by any
increase of swelling ; a large -artery, continuous
with the femoral, could also be traced by its pul-
sation into the site of the fracture. i‘rom the
debilitated state of the patient, nothing further
was done : a third atteck of hemorrhage occurred,
from which he with difficulty recovered; and
soon after a fourth, in which he died. On
examinming the limb, the vessel which had been
traced aloug the inside of the thigh to the site of
the fracture was found to be the trunk of the fe-
moral artery, whieh ran in a direct line from the
upper part of the thigh to the inner condyle,
merely covered by the integuments and fascia,
except in the middle third, where it was c
by the sartorius, It sent a branch to the popli-
teal apace, h the usual opening at the
tenden of the uctor magnus; and, having
arived at the inuer condyle, it took a sharp turn
backward, and passed under the gracilis and
inner string tendons to the ham, where it
divided as usual. The whole vessel appeared to
be increased in size, and icularly where it
over the site of the fracture: its coats
.were remarkably soft and brittle, easily
Eghng down under the forceps. It was found
ergnt to the subjacent parts, when it passed
over the broken bone ; and, on slitting it open on
the opposite side, a large opening, with a smooth,
ped margin, capable of admitting the
extzemity of the little finger, presented itself,
leading into the cavity, which contained the
broken ends of the bone, together with several
pieces of sharp-pointed sequestra. ‘This cavity
communicated with the external openings. There
Wwas no attempt at union in the broken extre-
mities of the bone. The fracture had taken
gpih: at the junction between the shaft and the
is.
P ed Tumours on the Mucous Membrane
of the Bladder of a Cow.—In “The Veterinary
rd” a case is related of a cow which had
been ill for some days with symptoms of the pre-
vailing epizootic in a marked degree. The head
was protruded ; the respirations ‘laboured, and
scoompanied with a grunting noise; and the
pulie varied from 85 to 90 in the minute. On
ascultating the chest there was an absence of
sound in the left lung, it having become consoli-
dated. In the right lung the respiratory murmur
'was very loud, and resembled the distant rolling
of carriage wheels ; there was also, occasionally,
a ing sound, with erepitus. The diagnosis
being , the animal was ordered to
be slsughterad, Just as she was being led away
she was observed to strain violently, and to make
many painful efforts to urinate, and which she
ultimately effected with great difficulty ; but the
quantity of urine voided was inconsiderable, and
of & dirty-brown colour. At the post-mortem
examimation, on laying open the bladder, a num-
ber of pedunculated tumours were found attached
to its lining membrane. There was one, how-
ever, which had become detached, and this was
floating in about a quart of brown urinous fluid,
similar to that which had been passed previously
to her death. When cut into, this detached
tamour was found to be soft and fungoidal, and
from this it was presumed to be a fungoid

polypus. :

Imwuliam of the Diaphragm.—This, says
Dr. Mehliss, when occurring during the course
of acute muscular rheumatism, is often extremel

1. It is, however, more frequent as a mild,

ent affeetion in males of a nervous, but

were particularly in females of a hysterioal,
habit. It is most common in wet seasons, espe-
cially towards the latter end of autumn, when its
accurrence is sometimes epidemic. It infestsill-
ventilated, underground tenements, and espe-
cislly the low, damp dwellings of the poor. It
in 8 dull pain, extenging from the ensi-

foom cartilage and the inferior extremity of the
stesnum to the spine. A somewhat deep inspira.
tion sensibly increases the pain, which, though
never very acute, occasions much distress, as ﬁ-

noted principally by dejected spirits and a marked
expression of anxiety depicted in the counte-
pnance. The tongue is generally clean, but of a
bluish cast; the appetite is not deficient, but
even a moderate meal invariably occasions several
hours of increased suffering. The bowels are
sometimes obstinately costive; at other times to-
lerably regular in their action, which latter is,
however, attended with great augmentation of
the pain. The complaint, if not interfered
with, will persist for weeks, if not months, and
then gradually subsides; in which case, how-
ever, there remains a great liability to its fre-
quent recurrence. The heart’s action is, for the
most part, turbulent, insomuch that cases have
been repeatedly seen which have been mistaken
for organic disease of the heart. In the majority

these cases it is requisite to confine the patieat
for some days to bed, and to cause a succession
of mustard poultices to be q;rlied at intervals to
the epigastrium and back alternately. Warm
diluent drinks, with occasional doses of Dover's
powdex and enemata of warm water—purgatives
being here decidedly injurious—have generally
sufficed to effect a tolerably speedy cure, It is
necessary to restrain the patient both as regarda
the quantity and quality of the food. Some-
times the urine is quite clear, often it deposits
lithate of ammonia.

HOPITAL DES CLINIQUES.
CASE OF DIFFICULT PARTVRITION DEPENDENT ON

AN ORGANIC ALTERATION OF THE NECK OF THE
OF THB

UTBRUS. TREATMENT BY DIVISION
NECK.
A young woman, twenty-one years of age, was

admitted into this hospital on the 31st of Oc-
tober last, at eight o’clock in the morning. She
made the following statement in reference to her-
self :—Her health had always been very good,
She first menstruated at the age of fifteen, since
which time she has been regular, the period last-
ing four or five days, and the flux being mode-
rate in quantity. She says that she never expe-
rienced, during menstruation, neither pains in
her back nor groins, till the last five years,
when each epoch was marked by violent pains
in the loins, and spasms in the abdomen resem-
bling colic. These affections, however, con-
tinued the first day only, afterwards ceasing en-
ﬁrgy. Her mother died 1:1)1 childbed. .
uring her pregnancy there was suppression
of the ont.ame:l:is.gnSheysaw these for the last
time from the lst to the 4th of February.
Nothing particular occurred worthy of notice
during gestation ; never had any dislike to par-
ticular ﬁ:\ds of food, but her health remained
perfect. The conformation of the patientis good,

On the 28th of October, at seven o’clock in
the morning, the pains of labour first commenced,
and half an hour afterwards the membranes
broke. A midwife had charge of the patient for
the first forty-eight hours, but, finding little pro-
il;ees was made, she determined to send her to

Clinique, where she was admitted, as before
stated, at eight a.m. .

At this time the uterine orifice was dilated
somewhat larger than a centimétre; the neck was
of an abnormal hardness, remained voluminous,
and gave to the finger the sensation of ascirrhous
tumour, existing entirely around the circum-
ference, M. Cazeaux prescribed a bath, and an
application of belladonna to the indurated part.

e patient had already taken two baths be-
fore she entered the hospital. The last bath and
the frictions produced no effect, notwithstand-
ing the frequency and violence of the pains. In
the evening at half-past eight the dilatation had
only increased to the size of two centimétres.
The exhaustion was extreme, and it became im-
portant to terminate the labour, M. Cazeaux
then resolved to practise division of the neck;
five incisions were made, for the moet part very
extensive. Scarcely was the operation finished
when the head was engaged in the orifice. An
hour afterwards it had passed, and from this
time the labour proceeded without exhibiting
anything more than what usually occurs in pri-

miparous females. At ten o’clock the patient
was delivered, the labour having lasted sixty-
three hours. The infant, which was of the male
sex, presented by the vertex ; it was dead,-and,
according to its appearance, must have been so
for some time ; it weighed 2680 grammes.

As regards the mother, the secundines were
quite normal. On the 56th of November, when
visited, she had no fever; the mammz were
scarcely swollen, the:lochia were moderate, and
the patient had eaten two meals, Finally, there
was no tenderness, neither over the abdomen nor
uterus. The patient was afterwards examined
with the toucher, when the uterine neck was
found to be of the size of a small hen’s hﬂ' and
seemed as if strangled at the base, It a re-
markable hardness, but was perfectly free from
pain, and the incisions made by the surgeon
could be easily distinguished, These had divided

ly, and one on the right had penetrated even
to the base. The patient eventually quitted the
hospital in a very satisfactory condition.

ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL
SOCIETY

CASE OF BXTENSIVE LACERATION OF THR LIVER,
WITH RUPTURE OF THE GALL-BLADDER AND
OTHER LESIONS, CAUSED BY EXTERNAL VIO-
LENCE ; WITH REMARKS,

By Walter Fer, M.D., House-surgeon to the

Staffordshire General Infir .

W. F., aged seventeen, was brought to the
Staffordshire General on March 28,
1846, the wheel of a water-cart having passed
over his abdomen four hours previously. The
amount of shock sustained was trifling; he
seemed to suffer very little, and there were no
marks of external violence. The abdomen was
only slightly tender on pressure; pulse 80,
When seen early on the following morning, there
were great pain and tenderness over the belly,
and the pulse had become small and rapid.
was bletf to fourteen ounces, and some calomel,
with opium, was ordered to be taken at short
intervals. He then vomited some bilious matter,
and expressed himself as relieved. A turpentine
enema, administered shortly
a free and healthy evacuation of the bowels. On
the 30th, leeches were applied to the abdomen,
after wll)xicch the tenderness subnid‘;e:l, and the
patient became in every respect convalescent, 8o
that he got n%a.nd thought of returning home.
On April 3, he was suddenly seized with ex=
treme pain and tenderness over the whole belly,
and all the symptoms of acute peritonitis rapidly
supervened. On the 4th the abdomen became
tumid from the presence, evidently, of fluid;
and he died, without any remission of the symp-
toms, fifty hours after the acute attack com-
menced, and on the ninth day after the receipt
of the injury. On examination of the body, a
large quantity of bilious-looking fluid was found
in the peritoneal cavity, in which were sus-
pended some shreds of lymph ; and the intestines
were roughened. A laceration of the liver was
discovered, extending in the direction taken by
the broad ligament, quite through the substance
of the organ, and to & depth of two inches and a
half from the thin edge. Another laceration ex-
tended about two-thirds of the length of the
convex surface in a transverse direction; but
this was not deep, and was in a state advancin,
towards tion. The omentum was roll
up, and brittle. The gall-bladder was ruptured
near its neck, and quite empty and contracted.
The structure of the liver, in the neighbourhood
of the laceration, presented, on section, a very
red and dense appearance. Blood was extrava-
sated around the right kidney, The other organs
were healthy.

The author considered this case interesting
from the absence of symptoms at an early period,
evidencing the existence of such severe mischief
as the post mortem appearances revealed. The
first attack of inflammation was checked by the
abstraction of blood and exhibition of calomel.
The subsequent fatal attack of peritonitis he
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attributed to the bursting of the gall-bladder,
and consequent extravasation of bile,
CASE OF MALIGNANT TUMOUR OF THE 08 UTERI,
EXCISED DURING LABOUR.
By J. M. Amott, 8 m to the Middlesex
Hospital, and dent of the Society.
The author first referred to cases of scirrhus,
cancer, and other n}alignmt growths of ttll:e
uterus, in a state of pregnancy, proving the
frequent fatality of this complication. He also
ud:;rted to the o;;ihnion mai;:i:inedfby some
authors ing the impro of excisin
mﬁ‘:rh under such circuz-tanoes, an
considered the case he was to narrate as
illustrative of both the advisability and safety of
the step in question. The subject of the disease
(a lady thirty-eight) applied to the author
in 1844, for an indurated enla ent of the
anterior lip of the os uteri, which was rugged
and gran near to the os iself: this was not
tender, but bled under the examination. A con-
sultation with Drs. Ferguson and Locock bems
held, it was agreed that the disease admitted o!
removal, as the neighbouring portion of the os
uteri was healthig ut that, as the patient was
at the time in the fifth month of pregnancy, it
‘was desirable to defer anﬁng until after the
patient’s confinement. Four months afterwards,
the author was summoned to meet Dz. Locock,
in consequence of labour being protracted by the
B:nesence of the morbid growth. This was still
ited to the anterior lip and right side of the
uterus, and had attained the size of a large green
walnut : the tissne beyond and around appeared
healthy. The diseased mass and contracted os
uteri were forced down almost into view when a
pain came on: hooks were fixed to the former,
which was excised by a succession of strokes
with curved scissors, and scarcely any blood was
lost. Immediately afterwards, tza os uteri ex-
panded uniformly, and in a ﬁm“ an hour
a healthy child was born. e patient had a
good recovery. On section the tumour pre-
sented a yellow colour and fibrous appearance.
After an interval of some months, this patient
was agein the subject of frequent hemorr] H
and it was then discovered that the posterior lip
and cervex uteri were the seat of a similar dis-
ease,'which extended this time beyond reach.
She lived until June, 1846, sixteen months after
bher confinement, when she died with all the
'.ﬁ:nptoms of malignant disease of thé womb.
e author remarked that, in this instance, the
lives of both mother and child were saved
the timely surgical interference ; but he did not
the case as illustrative of the usual con-
dition met with in similar cases, which are rarel
of a nature to admit of an tion under su
favourable circumstances. He then narrated a
case which occurred under his notice in the
Middlesex Hospital, and in which the cancerous
was much more extensive. After pro-
tracted labour, the os uteri was rent during a
violent pain, and before the author arrived to
relieve the tension by incisions. Two feetuses
were born at the sixth month, and the patient
subsequently rallied. The author concludes by
remar , that, in cases similar to the last al-
l‘fld:giz' lﬁemom' Moﬂu hu:h& first and best means
[ ; but w e malignant growth is
confined to a limited portion of the os uteri, the
alternative of excision, as in the case first related,
should be entertained.

LINNEAN SOCIETY OF LONDON.—
Dec. 7, 1847,
Reported by Dr. W, H, BROWN, F.L3.

Edward Forster, anéil_._Vioo-Pmideut. in the
all

r.

Mr, Newport read a paper * On the Formation
and Use of the Air-sacs in Insects.” After
taking a general view of the kinds of insects in
which structure of the respiratory organs
exists, and showing that whenever it occurs it is
always characteristic of the perfect state of an
insect, he stated that it is never found in the
young or larva condition, and never, even in the

perfect state, in truly wingless or apterous in-
sects. It is almost always present in winged
insects, and to the greatest extent in the most
active. The manner in which the wings are
begun to be formed in the caterpillar, before its
last change of skin, was shown to be by the
rapid growth of some little branches of trachea,
and folds of the new skin that is formed beneath
the old one at the sides of the ents, and
the extension of these along the sides of the
insect at the next change. It is during powerful
respiratory efforts made by the insect in effecting
this that the trachee of the bcn'lﬁ‘begh
to be dilated into the future air-sacs. e use
of these air-sacs was supposed by Hunter to be
to enable the insect to alter the specific gravity
of its body at pleasure, and thus to diminish the
amount of muscular exertion duri:e% flight: a
view which Mr, Newport also adopted long ago,
although the proofs of this, he remarked, have
been only inferential from the anatomy of the
structures, He then showed that a vesicular
form of the of respiration exists in the
whole of the air-breathing vertebrata, as well
as in insects ; consequently that the anatomy of
the parts, although always a safe guide, does not
in this instance afford sufficient proof of the
funetion without the corroboration of experi-
mal;ml :buenaﬁon. When enmnedot wmgedmtnmt;
cally, the respiratory organs i insec
seel{ to approach nearest to those of birds, both
in being (?isttibuted throughout the body as well
as in their function, as in both the air-vessels
penetrate into every 'B:rt of the skeleton as well
as into the wings. e comparison with birds
holds good equally between winged insects and
birds of flight, and a insects and birds
which are not accustomed to flight ; in both of
which the respiratory organs are less perfect and
less extensively distributed. These comparative
anatomical views, in regard to the function of the
air-sacs, were confirmed b{ some iments
which were detailed, and which had been made
on a living dung-beetle, that was found to in-
crease ite respiration very rapidly, and to have
its body much enluged, immediately before it
expanded its wings for flight; thus increasin
its bulk, b\ttlt di;nim-hing i:. specific graovfity, and,
consequently, i amount wer

uired to .m on the wing. po

n the conclusion of this paper (for which
thanks were voted to Mr. Ne ) & communi-
cation was read from M. P. worth, Eeq.,

by | F.L.8., detailing some of the results of his re-

searches into the Botany of India: a communi-
cation which Dr. Hugh Faleoner farther dilated
upon, mentioning in the oourse of his obser-
vations the extraordinary fact that Mr, Edge-
worth, having chewed some of the leaves of one
of the family Asclepiades in order to test the
existence of the acri proeerz said to reside in
them, immediately lost the faculty of taste as
the saccharine flavour, being sensible
only of the acidity of jam, and appreciaf
sugar itself but as s0o much sand: a state of
things which was not entirely removed for four-
and-twenty hours, and a recurrence of which a
repetition of the experiment, both by himself
and Mr. Edgeworth, broughtabout. Dr, Falconer
?mnrke: ft,ﬁ:mder similar circumstances, a
eprivation of the power to appreciate a par-
ticular colour had ensued, but he was nnnv;’;
before of anything so affecting the organ of taste.
The natives, however, it appeared, were izant
of the existence of this property in the mt.

It will be gnﬁzinf(to the profession to learn
that his Majesty the King of ia has settled
upon the widow of Dieffenbach an annuity of
3000 dollars, It is fair to the King to sup;
that personal gratitude has in this instance
some share in leading to the exercise of the
royal munificence, the celebrated surgeon baving
mnedawry meeesafnlot;pmtion upon the
under circamstances greatperi}fo
RovaL CorLmes or Suranoxs,—Gentlemen
admitted members on Friday, Dec. 10, viz, :—

Messrs. T. L. Gray, H. Tizard, J. Levey, J.
Adolphus, H. Lord, and E. F. Fuasell, '

——
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by | THE METROPOLITAN SANITARY COM-

MISSION AND THE UNION B8UR-
GEONS,
THR union are considered fair game

for persecution and injustice, by every public
authority that can possibly find an excuse for
coming into collision with their peculiar duties.
‘Whenever facts must be gathered, and scientifie
opinions on important doubts ascertained, the
union surgeons are generally appealed to, as the
men who, by position and acquirements, are
best fitted to afford the required information.

Although their fanctions do not connect them
with the Government, the Government, never-
theless, seems to think it has some claim upon
their services ; hence every commission or eom-
mittee that it appoints, demands, as a matter
of course, that the hard-worked, badly paid, and
soul-sickened union surgeon should give his
time, his talents, his strength, and his know.
ledge, for the benefit of that rapacious vulture
the ¢ public good,” under which specions pre-
tenoe more wrong is inflicted upon union sur-
geons than upon any other class of society.

‘We have recently been astounded at the fact,
that the Metropolitan Sanitary Commission has
forwarded to the union medical officers in the
metropolis a series of forms desiderating spe-
cific information extracted from records running
through a long series of years, relating to cholera,
typhus fever, &o., in the different locelities in
which their duties lie. It is true that thé union
officers need not answer these queries if they do
not like; but it is an unjust thing on the pert of
pert of the Government to place a medical officer
in the invidious position of declining to give that
information which his condjutor may be pre-
pared to afford, or, on the other hand, to perform
very important services, without which the va-
luable labours of a great Government commission
will be arrested, and to receive no remuners-
tion for the time and mental application which
the duties thus imposed upon him may require.

Thesystem is a bad one: it is in every respect
oppressive to the medical man, and inefficient
for great public uses. There is not a man who
has given the slightest attention to the subject
that does not see that it must terminate. Dif-
ferences of opinion upon ints there
may be, as there will always be; bat the wrongs
and the indignities, direct and indirect, whick
the union surgeons suffer, call aloud for an early
amendment of the present iniquitous and de-

system.

‘We think that the circulars recently issued by
the sanitary commissioners, and which form enly
a portion of 8 heap of unremunerated labour that-
has in various ways been cast upon union sur-
geons, demand the consideration of those gentle-
men, with a view to a deliberate protest against
such manifest injustice. A stand must be made
somewhere against the growing tendency to
throw onerous and impartant duties of various
descriptions upon medical men without the ac-
knowledgment of such services by a suitable re-
muneration. We believe the present to be an

- excellent opportunity for acquainting the proper

authorities with the feelings of medical men apon
this subject, and endeavouring to obtain some
restitution of that justice which has year.by year
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been gradually filched from them, until, as ap-
plied to the duties of union surgeons, the word
has changed its meaning, and wrong and degra-
dation, under the words market price, open com-
Ppetition, professional advantages, form a disho-
nouring substitute.

As long as we have the power we will contend
against the oppressions which publie authorities
Pplace upon the medical man, and we shall exert
ourselves to direct the energies of the profession
to the attainment of those rights and that justice
of which, through a long series of years, they
have been deprived, and have yet made but
feeble efforts to recover, .

SIR BENJAMIN BRODIE AT ST. STE-
PHEN'S—CRAMMING AND ITS CURE.
* Euryale, audendum dextrch : nunc ipsa voeat res..
Hic iter est: tu, e qua manus se attolere nobis
A tergo possit, nﬂ&i. et convule longé.”
Viza. Aiseid.

Ix anothar'part of our columns we have published
& portion of the evidence of Sir Benjamin Brodis,
Bart., sergoant-surgeon to her Majesty, ex-
counciller and examiner of the Royal College of
Surgeons.of England. It affords anether proof,
if sught were wanting, of the necessity of general
pnctmonm looking well to themselves, and of
permitting no opportunity to pass unimproved
which may conduceto the ssfety and progression
of their order. Itis evident that, with oertain
parties, they are not in good savour, and, if we
may judge from the evidence given before the
Parliamentary Registration Committes, they are
a class of medieal practitioners, the majority-of
whom are only fit to attend the unpolished in-
habitents of rural distrists, The surgical Ajax

and Ulyges of Lincoln's-inn-fields have bothy

pleaded before the supreme oouncil of the em-
pire, ot as those renowned Greeks, in ancient
days, .contending in fleros opposition to each
other for the armour of Achilles, but in friendly
combination to emrich' themselves at the ex-
pense of a certain order in the profession.
The eaft words of the one, and the hard ex-
Ppressions of the other, are intended to teach the
sclfsagie things-—that they and their college are
'wiﬁ'maluix«'s breadth of perfeetion, while the
institutions of ether parts of the empire, and
peastitioners of another. order, are as far removed
from them as any two opposite points of the

oompass.

In illustration of our statement we take the
evidence of Sir B, Brodie to witness. At the very
outset of his examination, he makes a marked
distinotion. between the science of surgery and
& surgiealprastitioner in ordinary, declaring that
while the one has, within the last forty years,
made great advances, the other has remained
almost. stationsry, er, like the tortoise in the
race, has waddled awkwardly and slowly on-
wards. The emphatic manner in which his
opinion whs' stated will better appear by giving
the question and answer as it stands in the
evidence published by authority. After he had
said that he had taken part, some way or other,
in the medical edueation of young and * older”’
men, the inguiry was made, “ Have you observed
& progressive imsprovement, or otherwise, in the
attaimments of young men studying surgery?’
This he does not, in the first instance, answer
directly, bat says, ‘I think ¢Ae seience much
impreved;’ then adds, “and that the best-
edussted young men are better educated than
they wewe thea; I am not aware that there is
much improvement in the great mass of the
students.”” Here there is more meaning than

. may at first sight be discovered, and it will be,
therefore, proper to endeavour to get at it: in
doing this, wae shall take his own evidence as
" the key, so that we may not be charged, with any
shadow of justice, of picking a lock to obtaim
possession of the treasures.

‘When Bir Benjamin says that the science of
surgery has advanced, he intends a compliment
to the magnificent attainments of himself and
brethren of the order of ‘pures,”” When he
speaks of the better-educated young men, he re-
fers to those who are candidates for the follow-
ship, While ‘‘the mass” of students are young

.| nien who fit themselves for the possession of that
‘renowned document vended at Surgeon’s Hall

for the sum of twenty guineas, and which,
according to his own showing, is not worth
twenty pemco as & testimony of professional at-
tainments. Heetor's piper has tuned his reed
upon this note for some time past, and has
brought about him a shoal of Tritons which in
the end may prove more than a match for him.
His professional lifeboat they swamped in 1845,
and compelled him te perpetsate an act of felo-
de-se on hiy own corporate existenes. All that
now remains to' him is the prestige of rank which
he may think inviolably secured by the patent
for a baronetcy, and the appointment of sergeant-
surgeon to the Queen.

In order to depreciate as much as possible the
qualification of *the mass,” he tells the gentle-
men of the select committee that, while the me-
dical authorities require of students more know-
ledge than formerly, they subject themselves to a
process technically called * cramming,” by which,
to pursue the metaphor, they get their crops well
filled with the knowledge requisite for passing
tan examimation at Apothecaries’ Hall. The
L craft of trade is here but poorly disguised by the
worthy baronet of an opposition establishment.
The profession of late years has pronounced a very
unfavourable apinion upon it, while the Company
has been lauded fer having effected great im-
provements in the education and character of the
praetitioners of the healing art. This, Sir Ben-
jamin, without doubt, did not forget, as he stood
before gentlemen who were intimately connected
with the aristoeracy of the country, and he would,
thexefore, desire ¢o obliterate the stigma which
was branded on his éollege. Cramming, there-
fore, he would wish it to be understood, was
principally confined to those who went up for
the certificate; while the majority of candidates
for the diploma were entirely guiltless of sub-
mitting to this reprehensible process. With all
his attempts, however, to make the diploma as
clean a piece of paper as ever issued from a
liscensing body, he failed in accomplishing the
desire of his heart; hence, he says, “to acertain
extent it has extended to the examinations
pf the College of Surgeons, I suppose there
can be no examination of any kind instituted
any where, for which a certain number of young
men will not ke crammed ; but it is so general as
to the preparation for examination at Apothe-
caries’ Hall, that a well-informed young msan
scarcely ventures to go up there to get a licence
without being first crammed.” This latter part
of the answer rather puts us to & non plus, as we
were led to suppose that none but those defi-
clently educated submitted to the process; but
here we learn that ¢ well-formed young men”
dare not go up till. they. zeceive additional
stufing to that.of the lecture-reem.

We know not'how it was in the days of Sir
Beqiu?in’s pupilage, but in our own, those who

patronized * crammers” or *grinders’’ were

those who had shallow pates and deep pockets—
young men who sported away much of their time
at the theatres, the tavern, or the ballroom, and
who afterwards endeavoured to make up for the
want of sound knowledge by the possession of
superficial acquirements, ‘That many students
who go ap to the Hall are crammed we admit,
but the principal source of income to the eram-
mers arises from those who are about to become
candidates for membership of the College; and
the unmrecognised teachers can tell to a dead
certainty who will be successful, and who re-
jected, of those under their superintendence.
Had the surgical baronet belonged to the school
of the ancient Greek philosopher, who rendered
himself renowned for the magnificent funeral
with which he honoured a favourite goose,
bat who taught his pupils to suspend
their judgment and never speak 'decisively, we
should npot, at the present time, have been
compelled to call in question the correctness or
propriety of the statement referred to above.
It is evident that some one must have * cram-
med "’ Sir Benjamin, prior to his examinstion,
for it is & fact universally known in the profes-
sion, that many who, in early life, followed some
less honourable calling than that of surgery,
have gone up to Lincoln’s Iun-fields with cer-
tificates proonred in the proper places, and with
knowledge forced in their heads at a high
pressure, which latter commodity escaped there
ad libitum, to the entire satisfaction of the court
of examiners, The Taunton pastrycook is a
stziking example of this. kind, for in the short
space of thixtesn, months he completed his edu-
cationy them ¢ crammed '’ the College, and, as &
reward for his abilities, finally received its di-
ploma. This was purely a surgical speculation,
as the illustrious candidate could not so far de-
mean himself as to do penance in the Apothe-
caries’ funking-room, or to submit the stores of
his knowledge to be ransacked by the Black-
friars inquisitors. Gentlemen of his class spurn
a certificate, and bid defiance to all penal laws
which are intended for the protection of apothe-

It is time that the mere teaching of words
should give place to practical information ; the
remedy is obvious and easily employed—that of
having the dead bodybefore the candidates, upon
which they may be examined. The baronet ac-
knowledges that this would be a sure remedy
for a erying evil. Then why not at onoce adopt
it? ¢ Iapprove very much,” he says, ¢ of ac-
tual dissection as a real test of knowledge and
of sounder scquirements; but I am afraid it
would be difficult under existing circumstances
to make it general for the members, on account
of the difficulty of procuring subjects.”” Indeed,
Sir Benjamin, and is this the principal difficulty?
Certainly not : it is the price which must be paid
in order to procure them, Ulysses, in order to
avoid ths dangers of the Trojan war, feigning
himself mad, ploughed the seashore; and the
sergeant-surgeon, in order ta secure a good in-
come for the college examiners, pretends that
there would be a difficulty in procuring subjects
when only candidates for membership are ex-
amined, but none whatever when the fellowship
is sought. , The difficulty lies in the purse and
not in the market. Pay a good price and the
worshipful eompaay of body-saatchess would be
found humble and devoted servants of the Co}-
lege; or surely fhere are subjects in the dif-
ferent dissecting-rooms of those who are ana-
tomical or surgical teachers connected with the
College, which could be furnished for an exa-
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miyation on some particular part, and then re-
turgeds. The fact is, the College has no wish to
raise the standard. of medical education for the
mase.of students, and, while it pretends to con-
demn cremmers, it is the principal patron of
them. The Company may laugh to scorn the
attempts of  its neighbouring corporation to
place the whole burden of dcfective medicul
education - upon its back, for the profession has
already passed a righteous verdict. The sen-
tence has nat yet been pronounced, but we trust
that corporate superciliousness and double deal-
ing will be punished by the establishment of a
new college, in which the general practitioncrs
shall exercise a legitimate influence in all matters
concerning the welfare of the profession.

THE SCIENCE OF SURGERY AT THE
BLOUCESTER INFIRMARY.

S1r BeNsaMIN Brobrg, in his evidence before the
Medical Registration Committee, said that the
science of surgery had made great progress within
the last few years; and we have concluded thathe
wishes it to be understood through the instru-
mentality of members of the profession practising
in connection with the public hospitals. At the
Gloucester Infirmary, however, it appears that
the science, instead of moving onward, is ad-
vancing backwards,

" Our attention has been directed to the case of
a patient admitted into that institution last
August, in consequence of having received a
compound dislocation of the ankle-joint by the
overturning of an omnibus, in which he was pro-
ceeding to his own home. He was immediately
conveyed to the infirmary, where he remained
ten weeks with the tibia exposed, and the dislo-
¢ation unreduced. His friends, beginning to feel
dissatisfied, had him removed home, and in
three days afterwards amputation was performed
by Mr, Batten, of Coleford, and the patient has
since recovered,

The facts of the case having become public by
appearing in one of the local papers, an ad-
vertisement followed in the Gloucester Journal,
signed by Mr. Charles Weaver, clerk to the
weekly board, announcing that the said board
had mect in order to institute a scarching ex-
amination into the circumstances attending the
treatment of such a case. It arrived at the
conclusion that the newspaper statement was
extremely incorrect, the dislocation having becen
reduced immediately after the patient’s admis
sion into the hospital, and that every po:sible
care and attention had been paid to him during
the whole time that he remained there.

That the board should arrive at this opinion
we are not at all surprised: official persons in
charitable institutions being always afflicted
with such a defective state of vision as gene-
tally to sec nothing in the shape of imper-
fection in places under their inspection till the
public has forcibly opened their eyes. To the
Norwich hospital board the efluvium of dirty
towels and sheets was as sweet-smelling incense,
and the members blindly thrust their noses
amongst the foul linen, declaring it clean,
sweet, and fit for the use of any sick persons.
Khe Messrs, Dalrymple, however, had keener
scents and sharper cyes than the officials, and it
hps been only by active treatment that they have
recovered the use of their organs and set about
rgmedying the grievances which exist in the

he official declaration of the Gloucester board
called forth a rejoinder from Mr. Batten, the

surgeon, who says that he first visited the patient
in the infirmary at the request of Mr. Henry
Ridler, and with the sanction of the surgeon who
attended the case. The paticnt then presented
the following appearances :—

‘Body extremely emaciated; counteunance
pale and anxious; left thign drawn very much
upwards and outwards, and the leg contracted
upon the thigh, so as to approximate the heel to

within about fifteen inches of the buttock. The |

leg was lying upon its outer aspect, with no other

support than a pillow; and at the inner ankle

was a large wound, through which a considerable

portion of the end of the tibia was protruding.

The bone was surrounded by a pool of matter,

and a Qortion of it, about two or two inches and

a half in length, and an inch or an inch and a

bove the surface

and blackened by

By slightly de-

‘hole of the articu-

brought into view,

and the projecting

use the term) the

dge of the wound,

) . matter, and as if

it had been in that position for some length of
time.

“The joint itself had all the appearances of
being completely disorganized, which proved to
be the case upon an examination after the re-
moval of the limb. To say that the dislocation
was reduced immediately after the patient’s ad-

vating the charge of bad

such had been the case,

we been taken to keep the

whereas, as far as I can

, appliance whatever had

been used for that purpose for some weeks prior
to my visit.”

In corroloration of his statements he refers to
Mr. Tuckwell, of Sidney, and Mr. J. Teague, of
Blakency, surgeons, who met in consultation
upon the case, and assisted at the operation.
Mr. Batten has also in his possession the offend-
ing extremity of the tibia, together with the
other bones which enter into the formation of
the ankle-joints, and he says that he shall be
glad to submit them to the inspection of any sur-
geon,

Tt is but right, we should add, that in conse-
quence of the charge being reiterated against the
infirmary, the board again met, and again stated
that nothing could be discovered to induce an
alteration of the opinions before expressed, and a
statement has been published by the surgical
officers of the institution in which they say—

“The injur{ sustained by the soft parts over
the inner ankle occasioned them to slough,
and the bone became consequently exposed.
Abscesses formed up the leg, nearly as high
as the knee, and appropriate openings were
made for the exit of the matter. I'or sume time
the constitutional powers indicated the proba-
bility of saving the limb, but at length, when
that expectation could no longer be entertained,
and the patient’s general condition rendered it
justifiable, amputation was strongly recom-
mended, to which the patient did not consent,
but subsequently left the infirmary without the
concurrence or knowledge of the surgeon under
whose care he was.

¢ With regard to mechanical means, such were
employed as were applicable to the circumstances
of the case; but towards its conclusion, the
tender and ulcerated state of the soft parts about
the ankle rendered the pressure of splints inad-
missible; they were also unnecessary, as the
dislocated bone was necver displaced after its first
reduction dwiing the whole of the time the pa-
tient remained in the infirmary.”

For the sake of the hospital, we would sug-
gest a further and searching examination into
the whole matter. It is due to the public and

to the surgeons. The friends of the patient
justly complain that neither they nor the three
surgeons present at the amputation were called
beforc the board. Mr. James Ridler, therefore,
calls it a one-sided investigation, and says that,
till a full investigation has taken place, he shall
consider that his brother was improperly treated.

THE POOR-LAW GUARDIANS.
WE hear, with considerable regret, that several
boards of guardians are exhibiting a painful
hostility to the objects and doings of the Poor-

‘Law Convention.

To remonstrate against this ill feeling would,
in these pages, be of little service; but we may
yet avail ourselves of the occasion for registering
the fact, that never was hostility more unde-
gserved or ill timed. Union surgeons are at this
moment doing no more than this—bringing be-
fore a competent tribunal the actual state of a
system under which, as they contend, boards of
guardians, no less than themselves, suffer. - In-
vestigation at this moment is the utmost limit
of our aims., We want the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth; and to stand
between us and this great aim (in which, by the
way, such large responsibilities are involved) is
surely not so much to damage us as to place
themselves in a false, a shameful, and an odious
position.

It is some consolation that, in this unfortunate
course of policy, there are no more respectable
leaders or exponents than the very singular gen-
tlemen composing the board of guardians of
Chesterfield. There is about their conduet, as
Mr. Spooner well shows, 80 prominent an amount
of heartlessness and absurdity, that the mare
they display their literary illuminatibns, the
better warned are others of the perilous coast on
which, as unconscious beacons, they stand.

To the medical officers themselves not mué¢h
either of cncouragement or of caution is re-
quired, Events have already shown them that
they have a conquering and successful cause ; and
that to be faithfulso it, through temporary dis-
couragement and difficulty, is the only condition
necessary to a great, an carly, anda full triumph
—a triumph of importance to the profession, but
of infinitely greater significance to the large
body of our destitute sick.

We urge, then, by word, as we might by ex-
aniple (that of Holborn not forgotten), a warm
and generous co-operation with the Convention of
every union surgeon, and, indeed, of every mem-
ber of the profession. The public voice is incon-
testably with us: we have the advocacy of every
section of the popular press; a good cause
sustains us and disarms real hostility; let us,
then, individually be true to the favourable cir-
cumstances that have been made to surround us,
and by no act of ours, least of all by timidity,
forfeit the boon they so obviously offer us.

CHOLERA AND INFLUENZA.

Frox the accounts which we receive, there ap-
pears little doubt that the cholera will not be
long before it visits our shores. Already it
has reached Venice snd Warsaw ; and, though it
has been occasionally said that the mortality
produced by it is not so great as in 1832, yet in
some parts of the Russian Government one in
two of those attacked has actually perished:

It behoves the inhabitants of this ecountry to
make all possible preparation for the reception of
so fearful a disease. While the scourge cannot
be kept off from our island, its virulence may be
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much lessened. In order to accomplish this, it
is imperative on individuals to pay especial
attention to hygienic rules; and those who have
been favoured by Providence with worldly pos-
sessions should come forward to the assistance
of the poorer classcs of society. The safety of
the rich is closely connccted with the welfare of
the poor, for when a fatal epidemic breuks out
amongst the latter, it is sure to extenditsravages
to the former.

We are glad to find that the Government is
beginning to use such means as are at its dis-
posal to meet the impending calamity ; and the
Health of Towns Association is actively engaged
in drawing public attention to those fearful
sources of disease—the drains, sewers, stagnant
ponds, overcharged burying-grounds, ill-venti-
lated and badly-lighted dwellings.  The set
time to favour the society is at hand, for the fear
of the cholera will do more for the passing of a
good measure of sanitary reform than the
speeches of the most eloquent philanthropists.

But, while sanitary measures and attention to
hygiene may do much to mitigate the virulence
of the disease, they cannot now prevent its
arrival. The peculiar statc of the atmosphere,
and its influence upon the constitution, tell
but too plainly that it has much to do with the
advance of the cholera. The influenza has
spread over Europe, and has been felt with
peouliar severity in this metropolis. High and
low, rich and poor, young and old, have been
attacked. It has almost emptied places of wor-
ship, has seriously interrupted the business of
public offices, has closed many schools, and
temporarily marred the happiness of the do-
mestic oircle.

The bills of mortality tell how fatal it has
been. The autumnal weekly average of deaths
in the metropolitan districts is 1046, In the
week ending Saturday, Nov. 27, the total deaths
were 1677, being 90 a day above the average,
In the week ending Saturday, Dec. 4, the total
number of deaths was 2454, or 200 a day above
the average, During the last week, ending
Dec. 11, the average increase was 1370, In the
twenty-one days, therefore, ending Saturday
last, there were 3108 more than usual. Such
a mortality has not been known for many
years, for the cholera, amongst us in 1832,
did not prove so fatul, only 5275 extra deaths
occurring during a period of about thirteen
weeks ; while, in the short space of three weeks,
we have, from influenza principally, an excess of
deaths above the average of 3408,

We are not of the number of those who would
unduly excite the fears of the public, and we
condemn all efforts of this kind made by others.
We think that there may be attempts to get up
cases before the cholera actuully arrives, and
already there have been flying reports that some
persons have certainly died from this disease.
This is not true, however, and we do hope that the
public and the profession will act prudently
before the scourge reaches our shores, and
vigorously afterwards.

APOLOGIES.

‘Wz have pleasure in publishing the following
very full apology, enunciated by T. Wakley,
Esq., M.P., in the House of Commons, on Wed-
nesday, We are assured by thore who know
the character of Mr. Jones Loyd, and the nature
of the attack made on his probity, that the repa-
ration did not come before it was necessary :—

My, Wakley moved as an amendment, that the

name of Mr. Iume be left out, in order that the
name of Mr. Muntz might be substituted, Thehon.
member added, I wish to taks this opportunity, on
the first occasion of again addressing the House, to
express my yreat regrel that I made a reference to a
gentleman who is not a member of this House, which
reference 1 sincerely f.el that I was not justified in
making: (Hear, hear.) I acknwwledje that in
making it 1 was guilty of an offence towcards the
House as well as lowards the individual—(hear,
hear)—I am sorry for it, and will not commit the
same offonce aguia.”

To Dr. Dawson, who had been placed much in
the same position, the following reparation was
made by the same gentleman :—

‘* Apology.—We regret to find that an article
appeared in our number of the 22nd ult., re.
flecting upon the character and professional
reputation of Dr. Dawson, which, upon inquiry,
we find to be unfounded. We, therefore, as an
act of justice, repudiate the animadversions
alluded to, and take an early o;:iportunity of
stating our belief that they were undeserved, and
of expressing our regret that they were inserted
in our pages.

“ Lancet, Dec. 7."

Dr. Culverwell, the well-known author of
“What to Eat, Drink, and Avoid,” likewise
had the honour, from the same source, of a
similar amende not less plenary.

We notice these graceful symptoms of repa-
ratory contrition with considerable satisfaction ;
and suggest that the hon. member cannot do
better than dedicate the rest of his life to similar
acts of atonement and penance. In that field of
tardy piety there remains for him Ilerculean
work, which would well reward—well justify—
years of anxious toil.

THE LATE MR. LISTON AND THE
STETHOSCOPE.

[PrOM A CORRESPONDENT.]

Ix medicine, as in many other practical sciences,
there is a jfashion which cannot be com-
bated, far less overcome, by reason; and nothing
but the experience of society—an experience
more or less prolonged—can possibly correct
prejudices and effect a salutary change. He who
would attempt to convince or to shake the faith
of a disciple of Mesmer, of Hahnemann, or of
Priessnitz, in the absurditics of their respective
systems, would be grievously disappointed if he
expected to change their opinions; and it js kS
fact which cannot be denied, that the most intel-
lectual and the most distinguished members of
the community are those very individuals who
are the most frequent victims of the charlatan.
It was not until Baron Dupotet, aided in his
wicked purposes by some of our countrymen,
wasg publicly exposed by the confessions of the
very person whom he had reared and educated
for his crafty and nefarious purposes—it was not
antil the notorivus St. John Long had brought
to an untimely grave some of his ill-fated pa-
tients, that the eyes of the public were opened
to the fallacy of his pretensions; and we need
never expect to hear of the death of mesmerism,
of homceopathy, or of the *cold-water cure,”
until some flagrant examples of their pernicious
effects happen to be brought to light in a court
of law, or before some other public tribunal,
and thus leave no doubt on the minds of the most
incredulous that the whole of such systems is
based on falsehood and deceit, and that the per-
sons who practise them are impelled to do so
purely for the base purpose of worldly gain.

These remarks are called forth at this time
from the more than ordinary excitement which
has been produced by certain circumstances at-

- —=
tending the death of an eminent médical man, m
error in opinion of no ordinary magnitude having
been repeatedly given during the progréss of the
disease by no less than four eminent physicians,
all professing to have the most perfect confidence,
and more than common discriminnting powers;
in the use of the stethoscope, disregarding at
the same time all those diagnostic means which
are resorted to by those men who do not repose
such unbounded confidence in, or trust alone to
the phywical signs which are afforded by. auscul-
tation.,” Perhaps there could not have happened
a case to bring into contemptuous notoriety, and
point out the fallacy of stethoscopic examination
80 strongly, as the lamentable result of that
practice on the unfortunate Mr. Liston:, for it
cannot bec denied that, had he been under the
care of those who were acquainted with the n\‘l
nature of his disease—had Sir Benjamin Brodie,
who never hesitated to pronounce ita aneurismal
character, been consulted months, instead of
hours, before the death of the unfortunate suf-
ferer—a valuable and useful life, if not saved
might have undoubtedly been prolonged, and his
sufferings greatly mitigated.

The lamentable result of Mr. Liston’s case,
and the almost incredible mistake of his advisers, .
will, however, have the good effect of exposing
to public criticism and animadversion the
degrading system which has prevailed of late
years in this couniry, of having recourse to fre-
quent and unnecessary stethoscopic examina-
tions : degrading we have designated that sys-
tem, because we Anow that it is employed for no
other purpose than to enable ari opinion to b¢
given, with a colouring of scientific accuracy, of
the precise nature of the disease which caunot be
easily contradicted, however erroneous, and of
creating a most cruel and unjustifiable impres-
sion on the minds of patients. )

The stethoscope is likewise made use of by
another class of medical men, for whom some
apology is justly due, as they hesitate not to
declare that, whenever they do employ it,
they do so absolutely in self-defence, and
not from any diagnostic advantage they de-
rive from it: for so important has the parade of
a stethoscopic examination been considered fn
public estimation, that, in order to prevent the
imputation of negligence when consulted abouat
diseases of the chest, they are induced to make
their patients submit to all the trickery of
auscultation, It surely, therefore,isnot unreason-
able to entertain a confident hope that numerods’
members of the profession will now come forward
and expose the many and serious errors whick
have arisen from the improper use of the stetho<
scope, and from the neglect of other and mor¥
important diagnostic means; and that they will
no longer hesitaté in declaring their opinions of
the fallacies and unworthy motives for which &
useful instrument has been too much employed.
And with confidence we can assert, that thefé-
are many honourable and distinguished mem«
bers of our profession who are perfectly aware of
the serious evils that have arisen from the use of
the stethoscope ; but who, from the overwhelm-
ing tide of public opinion, or rather of fashion,
and the well-known influence of quackery on the
human mind, have not possessed the moral cou-
rage to expose and reprobate the injurious art
disgraceful conduct of which we have »o’
earnestly and gravely complained, and of whick*
we will lose no future opportunity of bringing
before the more enlightened and honourable por-
tion of our profession. . '
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POST-MORTEM EXAMINATION OF THE
BODY OF THE LATE ROBERT LISTON,
ESQ., F.R.8.

n our last number we announced the death of
this distinguished surgeon, which took place on
Tuesday week. The cause of his death, which,
previoualy to the autopsy, was involved in some
obscurity, proved to be an aneurism close behind
the left carotid artery, at the origin of the in-
nominata, His last illness, which commenced
in October, was marked by a cough, which ulti-
mately became frequent and distressing, attended
with expectoration, which was not only difficult
but was attended with occasional dyspncea. On
the 4th of Decomber, three days before his de-
cease, the breathing became more difficult,
deglutition was only accomplished by oon-
siderable effort, and the cough also was very
troublesome. After the loss of about twenty
ounces of blood by venesection, allthe symptoms
‘were relioved, and on taking a dose of muriate
of morphia hé rested calmly during the night.
Up to the period of his death very little change
occurred ; his weakness, however, gradually in-
creased, and, after a severe attack of dyspncea, he
died st half-past ten o’clock on the evening of
the 7th.

M. Liston's disease may be really traced to a
severe shock which he received upwards of two
Years ago on board his yacht, being knocked down
by a part of the rigging which had fallen, throwing
him violently on the deck; and so severe was the
concussion that it was necessary to give him
ocordials to restore animation. From the date of
this accident, those who knew him best declare
that he never was the same man again in all re-
spedts, for, notwithstanding that he continued to
take a great deal of walking excrecise, yet it was
observed that he avoided hilly ground. It was
not, however, until last summer, when the ele-
ments of the serious disease of the chest, of which
he has died, became too evident by his spitting
up, as we last week mentioned, a large quantity
of blood, estimated between thirty and forty
ounces, From that time, besides the local symp-
toms caused by the sortic aneurism, he had fre-
quent paroxysms of dyspncea; but so mistaken
were his eminent medical attendants on the true
natpre of his disease, that, up to the period of his
death, the treatment which was adopted had
solely for its object the relief of a spasmodic
asthma ; and so unhesitating were they in this
opinion, that net only was he strongly advised by
them to go to the Mediterranean to spend the
winter, but he was allowed to pursue his usual
habits of taking all kinds of strong exercise. It
is humiliating to reflect that so valuable a life
should not have been prolonged, from the most
extraordinary error of gentlemen so generally
confided in, for during the many months’ illness of
the unfortunate patient, it appears that he had
repeatedly submitted to what, in this case at least,
‘was the solemn pedantry of stethoscopic examina-
tions by Dra, Forbes, Williams, Watson, snd La-
tham ; and it was only on the day previous to his
death thathe saw Sir Benjamin Brodie, who at
once pronounced tha disesse to be aneurism : too
late, alas | for Mr. Liston to derive any benefit
::;: the services of this eminent professional

€T,

lx&-m Ezamination~The lu were
found but slightly y ted through-
out, bat otherwise ectly h thJ; the peri-
cardinm about an ounce of transparent

serem ; the' heart: presented a slight
atheromatous deposit in the mitral and ortic

semilunar valves. On removing the subclavian
vein and cellular tissue from the arch of the
aorta, an aneurism as large as an orange, flattened
from before backwards, was found pressing back
the trachea ; it arose from the upper partof the
arch, close behind the left carotid artery, at the
origin of the innominata, which secmed almost
to commence from the aneurismal pouch; the
communication with the aorta was by a circular
opening, as large as a half-crown. On opening
the trachea from behind, the mucous membrane
was seen to be very dark and congested, and in
its front part, where it was firmly connected to
the tumour, there were three or four whitish
prominences, as large as split poas, situated be-
tween the rings ; on slitting up the pouch and
removing the fibrinous laminse, they were drawn
from between the ring, leaving the latter quite
bare, and the trachea perforated in three or four
points ; they were found to be portions of the
clot, which half filled the sac of the aneurism.

COPY OF A LETTER TO THE BOARD OF
GUARDIANS OF THE WALSALL UNION,
TO THE CHAIRMAN AND BOARD OF GUARDIANS OF
WALSALL UNION,

GBNTLEMEN,—You have known me asa_public
servant of the union for eight years past, and I am
proud now to refer to many expressions of yours
g:mendmry of my professional oonduct during

You also know that I am one of the medical
officers of unions at present co-operating with others
of our profession in an attempt to place the union

ies of medical officers upon a more equitable
footing in regard to the services required by law
from said officers, than they are or have been gene-
rally since 1837.

On these accounts you must see that I am one of
those assailed in a slanderous and self-contradictory
paper, put forth by the board of guardians of Ches.
terfield union, and circulated to other boards of

jans in England.

‘Were it not that the issuers of this paper might
flatter themselves, in consequence of its being un-
noticed, that either its statements, or what they call
its, reasons, were correct, I certainly should not
have paid s0 poor a compliment to your self-esteem,
intelligence, or honesty, as to think it requisite to
trouble you with any observations upon docu-
ment,

But as it does contain charges which are un-
founded, statements which are untrue, and resson-
ing a8 absurd and erroneous as the premises from
which it s adduced, I feel it a duty to myself and
professional brethren engaged in the movement
alluded to, to point out its demerits.

¢ First,” there is not any ‘ combination of cer-

medical officers of unions” for any ‘¢ com-
pulsory” p whatever ; but the * Convention
of the Union of Medical Officers’’ have, on the con-
trary, entirely repuidated, and denied ‘‘ in limine,”
and now repudiate any such unfair or illiberal con-
struction. They have avowed their object, again and
again, to be the showing from the records of the
several unions of England, for some years past, that
the system of affording medical relief to the poor
was in many respects vicious, wasteful, and requiring
speedy and prompt amendment ; and that the
amount of salary and method of remunerating the
medical officers was disproportioned to the labour
performed, and onerous responsibility incurred, by
the medical contractor; and unsatisfactory alike to
the medical officers themselves, and very generally
to those guardians and rate-payers who have con-
scientiously taken the trouble to reflect maturely on
the subject. And be it remembered that this
course, on the part of the medical officers, involves,
in fact, the taking the evidence of the boards of
uardians themselves on the subject ; and we did and
0 hope, that when we have made out our case, by
such respectable testimony as is now collecting from
the union abstract-books of England, we will have
no great difficulty in comvincing the Government
and the poor-law commissioners that the plan of
fixing the amount of medical salaries in England,
xaon a five years’ average of the work done in each
triot or workhouse, is more economical, more
honest, and likely to ensure a more efficient medical
relief to the sick pauper, and place the medical
officer in a more reputable situation as

ards
those who (like these Chesterfield * ?e%u"
\ see nothing more to be desired than to ¢ lot off”’ an

“ farm out’ the bodily welfare of * their” poor to
the most needy or least scrupulous doetor, if he will
bid for them at the ¢ lowest market price.” i

The reasons given by these worthies for having
thus imputed evil motives to the Medical Conven-
tion, and for not wishing any change * at presen
when divested of the meaningless farago of words 14
which they are dressed, are simply, < first” :—¢ Th.o'
medical men have no ;mt groun(il of complaint
(they must be ¢ just’ {f grounded at all), because
they make contracts to perform a ¢ -&omed worl
for a stated sum, and then Hurst and mqm{ feign
astonishment that any one should trouble himself
about so ¢ ordinary a matter of busiuness.’”

Now, I will not condescend to bandy assertions
with these men—it would not be res 1 to you
or myself—but you shall judge of the nature of the
“gpecified work” as well as of the impossibility of
« gpecifying” the “work” (even for one week, let
alone a quarter or a whole year) to be done by your
medical contractor. The fact is taken from your
owh abstract-book, and, I doubt not, had these in-
dignant and astonished guardians consulted the
archived records of their union, they could have
come nearer in their guess.

-1 hope it will not turn out that they have con-
sulted their abstracts, and that they do know better,
because, although I am sorry enough that thus
broadly they should show their ignorance of the
nature of their own business as guardians, and ex-
hibit thus clearly their indifference to the arith-
metical statistics of their own union books, yet I
should be quite grieved were it to turn out that they
have published errors, knowing them to be such.

Take the fact opposed to the Chesterfleld * talk,”
and judge for yourselves how far the said * palaver™
is to be depended upon. In the Walsall union the
number of sick paupers of all ages and sexes was,
for the yeul ggging Lady-day,

........ ereeses 1463
1840 ..iciee saeesses 82011
1843 ...l reees 3269111

1846 ...... ceas seese
Is not this “ specifying” work with & vengeance ?
How would the contractor in 1840 calculate the pro-
babilities of 1843? or, how could the ﬁndims of
1843 g:gge of the proper amount of medical salary
for 18462 It is impossible!!

The bare truth is, as averred by the Medical Con-
vention, that neither medical man, guardian, com-
missioner, nor any one else, has, * at present,” any
data upon which a calculation to approximate the
“ gpecification of work” to be doune can be
(Fie! for shame, Chesterfied, you should take care
when you elect guardians); and, therefore, we
¢ combine,” if Chesterfield Tikes the term, not to
levy a *compulsory salary” from the s of
guardfars,” but to force upon their attention the
simple conviction of their utter inadequacy to know
what ought to be the fitting remuneration, and'the
amount of the labour done, unless some average
over a series of years be t-ken as a sort of stan 3

And we are 10 be bought at the * market price,”
forsooth!! (Oh, ucksters of Chesterfield !
Are your intellects after the pattern of your stecple ?)
Well, we will admit the * market price’ as the
standard of our services, but no thanks to you for
trying to ‘“‘rig” the market for all that, Give us
the market price, if you can settle that, but give us
the ‘‘market privileges” also, viz., the ‘counter-
feit pretensions”—the *‘unblushing garnish of lies*”
—the total disregard of any confidence, and the de-
termination to take every advantage and overreach
all, guardians, rate-payers, and 8uupeu, to any
extent short of banco regine, or a Chancery injunc-
tion, and then we shall stand on something like an
equality of footing with they of Chesterfield, and a

[ % bonny spat of wark” there -will be. Under such

a reiin of terror, I would rather trust to the mercy
of “hemp and faggot” than be a sick pauper in
Chesterfield union.

They really think ‘¢ it would be more reasonable
for the medical practitioners to right themselves."”
Ah, the fanny “ buffers,” they’re ‘io)dng surely, for
what does their circulur say ? why, in effect, that they
view with astonishment the present moderate move-
ment of the * medical practitioners,” not “to right
thomselves” (as they cunningly insinuate), but to
show the true state of facts, and trust to the con-
stitated authorities of the land for * righting® them,
with the fullest confidence in their love of justice.

And again, ¢ 2ndly,” as they say, * We are pre-
pared to admit that the ‘ money bh deity of the
Chesterfielders!) payment’ is clearl {nsyfficient as
a remungration for their services” !!1 Why, gen-
tlemen, may I ask, do these folks suppose that
the Walsall and other are manufactured
of cast iron, or that, hsg:rof ¢ mortal mould,”



THE MEDICAL TIMES.

183

vidence has denied them mortal intellect >—that

was the ¢ market price’” made to rule a little lower

they dare venture to send you a copy of a d t,
every object of which seems utterly prostrated by
this admission, and think that such an absurd attack
upon your intellects could pass undetected. No,
truly! they dared not do that, it seems, for they try
to cloak the insult to your understandings by an-
other of their ‘ reasons,” and here it is. Because,
forsooth, it is ‘‘proved” to these guardians  that
there are some indirect advantages annexed to the
office, which, in the estimation of the medical men"
(not the estimation of the Chesterfield board of
guardians. Oh no! the innocent dears, no secondary
advantage suits them), ‘*are of no inconsiderable
amount.”” Pretty fools, therefore, their medical
officers would be to complain.

_Geptlemen, the * annexed advantages’ are
*indirect,” indeed, 80 much so as never to have
reached the *‘ parish doctor” in England. But,
perhaps, we may differ in opinion as to what is an
advantage, and these *‘ mare’s-nest’” finders may
calculate that a preparation for a better state in the
next world is one ¢ indirect” advantage: seeing
that mortification of the flesh, charity, and a con-
stantly going about doing goo(i (we are told) serve
to that end, especially when combined with lowly-
ness of mind, humility, and a disposition to turn the
other cheek to the smiter. Yes; it must be no!
And some day or other we shall have the triumphant
announcement from the Chesterfield guardians that
some *‘ poor doctor” has gone to heaven, * proved,”
by their admission that they had never paid him
anything here for his good deeds, but had humbled
him enough to make a saint of him at least. Or,
perhape, at Chesterfield, the indirect advantage an-
nexed to the union doctor’s * money payment’ may
be that, by submitting to have his services taken
unrequited, he is keeping in favour with the * little
great’ of his distriet, who may have (as has been
elsewhere done) given him a hint that, if he

rumbled, they would *introduce another man”!

ell.chosen phrase! I hope another gentleman
could not have been got for such a purpose.

Reason 3rd denies the allegations of the Medical
Convention as to the inefficiency of medical relief,
because of the insufficient remuneration to the me-
dical officers; and they call for proof. They have it!
~—by looking into their own hearts, if they are hu-
man beings. They have it again ! —by reading their
Bibles, where the ox who treadeth out the ocorn is
forbid fo be muzzled. Again!—in the practice of
all the paid institutions of this land. ain !—in
the admission on all hands that withholding a fair
day’s wage, is the surest way to lose a fair day’s la-
bour. And again!—in their own conviction that in
the nature of things it must be 8o as loug as doctors
are men, and not angels. And, finally, I sincerely
trust they will be amply furnished with proof of the
truth of our allegations in the better order of things
which will dawn out of the self-sacrificing endeavours
making by certain medical men (sorry I am that I
cannot say all) to procure for the poor and sick man
that full, frec, and proper medical assistance in his
need which the law of just England gives him as
unalienably as any acknowledged right of mortal
man ; and also for the labourer in the dical field
that fair remuneration for his services which all
honest men delight to give their labourers. * Lastly”
is a compound of a truism and an error separated
and put right in the preceding remarks.

And now, gentlemen, I should have taken leave
of this subject by observing that, whilst repudiating
the efforts of the medical officers, these good folks
do not forget to pay themselves a left-handed com-
pliment when they say, * We are of opinion,’” in
¢ every case of neglect”!! or ‘* wrong treatment”! ! !
which has come under our notice,” &c. Why, they
must be very “ admirable Crichtons’ to_be able to
criticise the practice of their surgeons. But it does
not stop here. These guardians of the sick poor
hereby admit that there has been * negleet”’! and
* wrong treatment” !! by the medical officers of
Chesterfield union!!! because it has come under
the notice of the Chesteifield board of guardians—at
all events, of Mr. Hurst and Mr. Hazlehurst. Now,
I should like to know how were such cases (they
say ‘‘every case;”” then, many whieh came ‘¢ under
their notice’) dealt with? Was the coroner asleep ?
Are his fces 50 low at Chesterfield that he, too, ‘“ to
live,” must be guilty of ‘“neglect” and wrong
“‘treatment’” of the sick paupers? Were the poor
bodies *“ quietly inearthed” with all their sins about
them—sent unannealed to their long account? or
were the poor-law commissioners duly appealed to,
that the protective gower of the law might be in-
voked ? ere the ieglectful or wrong-treating sent
to the right-about with a proper

onition? or

in quence ? These, perhaps, are the “ Mysteries
of Chesterfield” (Oh! spirit of Eugéne Sue, what
are you about ?), But is it too late to have a proper
inquiry made > Is this ‘‘ neglect” and ¢ wrong treat-
ment” of the Chesterfleld sick paupers, thus frankly
admitted by their guardians, of * ancient account’ ?
or are the cases which have come under their notice
‘‘modern instances’ ? Surely the poor-law commis-
sioners might feel it to be their duty to inquire. At
all events these are important questions, and Mr.
Hurst and the Chesterfield guardians would do well
to endeavour to rid themselves of the horrible impu-
tations attaching to them, in consequence of their
own admission that there have been cases of
“neglect” and * wrong treatment’ of the sick poor
“which have come under their notice,” and this
theymcan, perhaps, do by giving the facts to the
world.

Gentlemen, with every sentiment of respect for
you, individually and collectively, I remain, your
faithful servant, " JNo. BurTON.

King-street, Walsall, Dec. 13.

MR. SPOONER ON THE CHESTERFIELD
UNION.

To the Editor of the Medical Times.)

S1r,—When Iread the document addressed to the
poor-law commissioners by the Chesterfield board of
guardians, I at once divined the animus and the
motives of the whole proceeding. You call it in
your leading article ¢ one of the most incomprehen-
sible of psychological phenomena developed since
the days of Don Quixote.” Allow me to enlighten
your editorial simplicity, and to afford you a clue to
the whole enigma. In the thirteenth annual report
of the poor-law commissioners (1847) you will find
a tabular list of unions, their u'ui &:puhuon, ox-
of medical relief, &e. &o. ve extracted

f om two of the tables thus published the following

acts ;—

|
| !
Area in
Popula- Cost of Me-
‘ Siatute uo:f‘fs:l.ldﬁ:‘uhn:f.
t
£ 8. d.
Chesterfield ........| 85,732 | 39,379 | 830 10 0
Dorchester...veeese.| 70,810 | 16,121 | 330 0 O
Blandford «....c000s| 66,690 0

13,508 ] 321 6

It will here be seen that the Chesterfield board isone
of the most parsimonious in the kingdom ; its mean-
ness is only equalled by its unblushing impudence.
It pays its medical men about twopence a head on
its gross population for paupers scattered over a
circle whose diameter must be filteen miles! Ihave
appended my own union and its nearest neighbour
merely by way of comparison. There isan old l.dnﬁe,
that *‘ the worst spoke in the wheel generally
squeaks the first.” The alarm of the Chesterfield
board at the formation of the Poor-law Convention
is exceedingly natural: it is very much of the same
character as that of the swell mob when they antici-
pate the approach of the detective police. They en-
deavour to throw dust into the eyes of their pursuers
by a few scraps of political economy. Mr. Buller
will no doubt appreciate their valuable advice. “ We
eannot forbear noticing that, whenever a vacanc
occurs, there is seldom any lack of duly-qualifie
candidates for the office, and often much pains taken
to obtain it,” the office * being simply of the nature
of an qgreement betwixt two parties, whereby the
one undertakes to perform a specified work for a
stated sum to be paid by the other.” ¢ The compe-
tition which exists reduces the standard of prices.”
These little aphorisms of political economy are well
worthy the commissioners’ consideration, coming as
they do from that enlightened place, Chesterfield—
Kt mutato nomine de re fabula narratur.” Alas!
Mr. Buller, the next thing I expect from the
wonderful sagacity of the Adam Smiths of Chester-
field will be a proposition to Lord John Russell to
advertise for the lowest tender for the office of chief
commissioner. Perhaps some such sage plan with
regard to the new bishoprics might save him the an-
noyance of any future Hampden controversy! I
know nothing at all of Chesterfield : the only thing I
have heard of the place is that the spire there is very
crooked and out of the perpendicular; the board of
guardians there appear to have a moral obliquity,
and are quite as far from being upright in their
dealings with their medioal officers as they are
shameless in their justification of their misconduct.

1 am, 8ir, your most obedient nervant,

Blandford, Dec. 15. E. O, SPoONER.

COPY OF A LETTER ADDRESSED TO THE
HONORARY SECRETARY OF THE POOR-
LAW MEDICAL COMMITTEE, T. PIERS
HEALEY, ESQ.

Sig,~I return the schedule, with the inserted
facts; Itrust they may promote your arduous but
most meritorious undertaking.

Any suggestions as to rate or mode of poor-law
medical payment I beg to defer, because, though of
extreme moment, I view them subordinate to the
still grander desideratum, diminution of poor-law
medical duties and responsibilities. The latter ob-
ject is effectible only by, to a large extent, divesting
the poor-law surgeon of the formidable burden, vie-
tualling the poor! At present the parish doctor’s
hygienic fully equal, if not exceed, his remedial avo-
cations. Reference is not intended to acute cases
where the ordetinf food is subservient to, and rurely
a part of, the medical treatment, but to those legion
cases which in their alpha and omega arise from and
depend upon under-feeding or innutrition,

his proposition contains two divisions of oases :—

1. Cases of chronic ‘‘ symptomatic” substarvation
dating their commeneement from pable, pro-
tracted violation of hygiological
laws which regulate what Miiller terms the *¢ vital
N omofala’ n all its appalli imbeedli

appailing y ity,
idioey, phthid:l, o::i:er, and for) 'Nl!m '\’.
eases, range under group; and,
ing their cause,doubtless the practitioner’s
province is here to see that proper food be supplied.

But class 2 remasins, Its diseases may
aptly termed diseases of acute " sub-
starvation ; and these are the cases in the me-
dical practitioner’s valuable time is most vexa-
tiously, unjustifiably en| .

Emaciations, dys| multiform ia complexion
and symptom, unknown beyond the limits of m-
perism ; stomach-qualms, ocolic-pangs, wasting -
rhaeas, 8 of the abdominal muscles, vitiation
of the dgutuueereﬁou. form some items of the
long list of ills nn‘ging under this class, and whereby
ths_ uckless underfed pauper is made “ by inchmeal
& disease.”

Folios might be penned on this defeet of
the poor-hwf and tax upon its Mm&m; de-
tails, however, were here misplaced; suffice it
humbly to venture the hint that, until a ¢ Govern~
ment sanatorial scheme’’ shall secure periodical in-
spection of the immense &mm: population as to the
laws which regulate healthy life, as food, cleanliness,
drainage, number of persons or families per dwell-
ing, &o., the poor-law medical officer, whatever his
b ary, can scaroely hope nthfsmriiy to fulfll his

uties.

The toilin santry, the labouring poor, form the
basis of the 8c?:i: pyramid ; without the base, where
were the apicial elements? Verdum sap.

1 must conclude by stating that, being mhw
surgeon to an agricultural district, to such ob-
servations more directly refer.

Believe me, 8ir, your obedient servan

Joux Covextry, F.R.CS.,
District S Dunmew Union.
To Hon. Sec. of Poor-law Med, Committee,
Hatfield Broad Oak, Essex, Nov. 30.

THE SUCCESSFUL CESARIAN SECTION.—
SUBSEQUENT PREGNANCY AND DEATH.

[To the Editor of the Medical Times.]

DeaR S1R,—In the Medical Times, vol. il., p. 45,
486, there appears a report of a successful Cemsarian
operation, performed by my friend, and now m«¢
partner, Mr. Goodman—successful for the mothers
who completely recovered, and for the child, which
lived to the age of seven months, and then died of
pneumonia. The case, in the annals of obetetric
surgery in this conmrfv, is almost unique, another
}mly, which occurred in Birmingham, being to be
ound.

Reading, a short time ago, the remarks of Dr.
Adam Clarke, a oelebrated bibliesl commentator,
upon the introduction of evil into this world, I ob-
served with interest, as a notion rgulw new to my-
self, that he has it that the word translated *ser-
pent,” in the history ef the tramsaction im the
garden, might be more properly rendered * ourang-
outang.” Moreover, he hypothesises that the
woman had intercourse with the animal ¢ de functio
mnit.ii."'l Be that as it may, we are a::e ithe ph‘ilo-

enitive omnm powerf n errin
gru:ganity. B'n itz m« Mer. aoodmn%
mﬁent became again pregnant, and om Thuriday

t aborted a foztus,. apparemtly of two: months®
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Hon. She died on Saturday, the 12th jnstant.

l‘ we had & post-mortem, in the presence of

3 , myself, and our pupils, Day, Bok-
"M‘,“'l.ﬂ 'l.‘u'.t:n,t ]the particutars gf 'Mezll‘x ahf:ll be
wiven u shortly, as an appendix to the former
] J&o oase, Iulw:ﬁe I am anxious to see
i) A-:rn of the meeting of the Provincial Medical
1 tion, at which, I am given to understand, a
.Jearned obstetric physician of some polemic noto-
“riety made some observations which, if made,
amount to nothing leas than an arrogant assumption

_olf
f——r—

e, and was living as doméstic servant in the house
:fthe Rev. Thomas Bealy, where she died at two
a.m. on Tuesday, the 7th inst., under circumstances
which the following evidence (noted at the time by
myself) will show :—

Mrs. Beadon, a daughter of the Rev. T. Bealy, was
first called, and deposed that deceased engoyed good
health, with the exception of a slight cold, up tothe
night before she died ; that she had performed her
work as usual on that day (Monday). On entering
the servants’-hall about six p.m., she observed de-

d looked very ill, and told her she had better

40 himself of that which in every sense belongs to
dnother. * 1 am, yours truly,
' ’ A. W. Cross.
_ + Greavenor-street, Manshester, Dee. 14.

L5

NOTE ON CHLOROFORM.

{To the Editor of the Medical Times.)

S1R,—I cannot omit to guard those who may be
- indueed to employ chloroform in midwifery, owing to
Br. ng:.r:o ‘rie::!nl of tkehtwolold ndvznnge; he
attribe -against a bas ition that it
willbe found to accelerate hbo;yr.mp pos
* I'mve-eaused ether to be inhaled (which is in effect
the same) in natural as well as in instrumental
delivery, and I am fully persuaded that it retards
rather than aromote- the expulsion of the footus;
and when it s considered how greatly the uterine
- power is assisted by the voluntary muscles, and that
they are rendered inert by the use of chloroform or
¢ther, it is impossible to draw any other conclusion.
There is no doubt that much resistance is offered
by the soft parts to the expulsion of the feetal head;
but in first deliveries much more impediment is
found in the pelvio bones and rigidity of joints, as
evidenced in the labours of those advancedin years ;
asngd, ux:mm aloneis able to cause these parts 1o
d, I do not see thatmuch advan can be gained
any little relaxation that may be imparted to the
mu; at all events, the loss of voluntary ex-
ive power will delay, much more than this
alleged removal of resistance will expedite, delivery.
In the case reported by Dr. Rigby, there is some
" difiiewlity i understanding how the opinions of those
-peroons present with himself oould support him in
ieving that the labourwould have been prolonged
- smtil the evening, instead of being terminated at
moom, if chloreform had not been employed, unless
mu all medical men, and allhad examined the
t: for Dr. Rigby’s experience in the fallacy
.of the cations of women and nurses re-
the duration of labour would not allow him
to IF“ th in them, and the presence of more medi-
cal men than himself at the labour of a private
ﬁget{: :eem;e lmprobiu&
i to feared that the un ded com-
guar

m of ether and chloroform in midwifery
+will be praductive of some fatal results. All the
od and nane of the disadvantages are

vantiages
mentioned by writers upon them; but those who
emplay them without previous experience of their
effects will not, let them be assured, find their ex-
hibition so suocessful as they have been led to
suppose.

n thus prognosticating untoward results I am
certain they will happen only to those easily over-
eome by persuasion. Amongst the higher classes a
gmrd‘ ust for the uses of either of these agents

ng itself, and, although occasionally one
from among them may be fascinated with their
promised , yet great numbers have already
pressed, not only their abhorrence of the system,
1t feelings towards those who recklessly adyopt it,

ar from eomplimmsy.
1 am, Sir, yours very Glai'}hfully,

. T GRrBAM.
42, Nutford-street, Mayfair, Dec. 14.

A COUNTRY INQUEST.

{To the Editor of the Medioal Times.]
. Bimy—8hould the enclosed summary of a coroner’s
.imquest, holden on Monday last at Exford, a remote
: pavish in the county of SBomerset, be suited to your
pages, I beg yor will make whatever use you please
. of the faots therein contained, relying upon your
. unwearied exertions in dehalf of our profession.
~  The inquisition was institated in consequence of
the of the district not being satisfied, from
‘the facts he was enabled to elicit, as to the cause of
- desth of Jane Balmond, of whoee registry a ecer-
+ tifionte wss applied for. The decocased was an
. Sntesestingdeoking girl, neatly seventeen yoars of

go to bed. She sent for Mr. Veysey, a druggist of
the place. Deceased had spoken to Mr. Veysey the
day before, and he had given her a little medicine
for her cold; he called about five p.m. on Monday,
and left other medicine, which was not taken. Wit-
ness’s attention was aroused by the extreme pallor
of deceased, and not by any complaint on her part,
for she appeared totally unconscious at that time of
her beingill. Mr, Veysey came that night in com-
pliance with the summons, and gave deceased brandy
and water, with a few dropsin it.

Mrs. Williams, a friend of the family, who had
called to see Miss Bealy, who was seriouslyill at
the time, stated that she was called by the last
witness to the hall to Jook at the deceased; she
asked her if she was suffering any pain, ; deceased
said she was poorly in her head, and all ina shiver;
she took some tea, after which Mrs. Beadon told her
to go to bed, saying she had better not take her
Eowder directly upon the tea, and, as it was to throw

er into a perspiration, she need not get up very early
in the morning. Deceased went to bed, and said
nothing about having u& discharge. Mrs. Beadon
told witness, soon after, that deceased had brounght
away blood : she went to see her ; deceased said her
md was easier, and that she wanted to sleep; she
ocomplained of pain in her back and legs; witness
asked her where the blood came from, and she said
from the bowels; considers the quantity of blood
lost must have been several quarts before she left
the house, between eleven and twelve o’clock.

Jane Browning, a nurse in attendance upon Miss
Bealy, said that Mr. Veysey had not been consulted
by the deceased before Sunday, the 6th, when he
gave her two powders, Her mistress had advised
her to speak to Mr. Abraham, a surgeon, of Dumster,
who wasin attendance upon her sister, but deceased
declined, saying she would rather have something
from Mr. Veysey. Witness gave her one of the
powders on Sunday night, and the other at four a.m.
on Mondnz morning, according to Mr, Veysey’s di-
rection; the bowels were relaxed before daylight.
A powder and draught were left by Mr. Veysey on
Monday evening, but were not taken. I helped de-
ceased into bed on Monday evening ; she wanted to
come out soon after to go to the pot; she said she
was having the use of her bowels; after she hai got
into bed again I discovered the pot was haif fall of
blood, about two quarts. Mr. eyne{ came about
ten o’clock, felt deceased’s Ipul:e. &e., l:t gave her

since Friday mmng.” 'I ‘Id‘ui:’g m ing
wder in my et.
gnoe to be taken thatnight in anything thick, and the
other in tea or warm water early next morning. The
night powder consisted of calomel gr. 1ij., and the
morning of jalap.Dj. I called about five p.m.on Mon-
day to inquire for and my niece; Ilefta
powder to be taken that night consisting of pulv.
ipecac. co. gr. xx (am aware that twenty rains of
Igover‘s powder contain two grains of optum , and
& draoght for the following morning consisting
of lig. ammon. acet. %ss., vin. ipecac. min. xx., sy.
papav. alb. 3j, aque ad 3jss.; the strength of
syrup of poppies varies. I was sent for to see de-
ceased about eight g.m., and received a second
message about ten, when I went and found ber in
bed in a bad state from loss of blood ; the ndrse told
me what had happened, and showed me the blood
which had come away; the pot was nearly half full,
and nurse said she had emptied one previously nearly
full. Deceased answered, on my inquiry, that her
head was easier, and she wanted to sleep. I gave
her a tablespoonful of brandy in water, with twenty
drops of laudanum; nineteen drops contain about
one grain of opium. I was informed that the bidod
came from the bowels, but think and, in fact, feel
sure that it came from both passages; did not make
any examination in order to ascertain. I su|
a {Ioodvenel had “ti.“n way ; gave the oplum to
calm her to sleep, in o‘pea that by sleep the bleeding
vessels would become closed, and the hemorrhage
stopped. The brandy and water was merely a ve-
hicle. Anhour after, the bleeding still pontinuing,
I gave her ten drops more laudanum in port wine
and water; I remained with deceased until stie died,
and did nothing else for her. I did not suggest that
a medical man should be sent for, as I did net think
80 badly of the case; I wished, however, in my own
T e sumgeon, of Duiverton, and reglatrar
r. Collyns, sur, , of Du n,
for the district, was mow sworn, smd stated his
reasons for not giving the certificate for the b
of deceased ; he said that he had been censur by
the Registrar.General for having returned in his
register-book no less than four entries within a shor’s
period in this parieh, with the word ¢ unknown
under the heading ¢ Cause of death;” these cascs
had been attended by no medical man, and the cause
of death could not be ascertained. He thought it
his duty to send the particulars of this case, as far as
he could learn, to the coroner, and leave ftto him to
decide whether an inquiry should be institated or
not; his letter was read to the jury. Witness had
examined the corpse, and found it to present that
deadly pallor characteristic of persons who had sunk
from hermorrhage; he had no doubt that the de-
ceased died from hermorrhage, but whence that her-
morrhage had proceeded, or how it was induoed, it
was impossible for him to say, without making a
post-mortem examination.
The coroner read parts of the evidence, and
asked the jury whether, from it, the thought that

nothing in my S:ennee. sawd peatedly
at short intervals ; she continued to bring away blood
both in and out of bed; several quarts must have
been lost ; the blood was very dark and had avery
bad odour ; I think there was a large clot in the first
potful ; there was no vomiting.

Jane Court, an occasional nurse, who had come tn
sit up on the Mundax night with Mies B“]i' cor-
roborated the last evidence, and added that she was
present when deceased died, at two a.m. on Tuesday ;
she was perfectly sensible to the last; she complained
of pains in her head, back, and bowels; cannot tell
from which passage the blood came ; deceased said it
was from the bowels.

A juror suggested that Mr. Veysey should be
sworn, in order to ascertain what he had given the
deceased, when Mr. C. C, Collyns, surgeon, of
Dulverton, stated that he should take measures for
the prosecution of Mr. Veysey for having assumed
the duties of & medical man in this case without any
licence, and requested the ooroner would preserve
the foregoing depositions to be used as evidence
againet him. The coroner addressed Mr. Veysey,
and gave him the option of being sworn or not; he
ocomplied, however, with the wishes of the jurors,
and deposed as follows : —

Humphrey Veysey: I live at Exford, and am a
druggist ; I called on Sunday cvening, the 5th inst.,
to inquire for my niece (Mr. Bealy and Mr. Veysey
are brothers-in-law). Deceased said she was still
very {ll, and added, *‘ I am very poorly myself, could

ou please to give me something ?"* I asked how
ong she had been ill, and what she complained of ?
Bhe said, “ Several days; I have pain in my head
and feel verysleepy; 1 also suffer from pain an
numbness ia my legs; the bowels have not moved

the d d came to her end by fair means. He
considered a post-mortem unnecessary, as the exact
seat of the hermorrhage was of no consequence, pro-
vided they were satisfied that hermorrhage was the
cause of death. At his suggestion they found the
following verdict, * Died by the visitation .of God,
probably from hermorrhage from the bowels.”
There are important points for comment in this
inquiry, but, as I have no time to dilate upon them,
T shail leave them for your perspicuous pen. I
should think the Apothecaries’ Company must pro-

secute Mr. Veyseg.
I am, Sir, yours, &c.,
Bampton, Dec. 16. Joan B. QoLLyNs.

Tus Cuorera Aor.—In answer to a question
whether the Government had any intention of
adopting measures similar to thoee ado in
1832, under what was commonly “the
Cholera Act,” Lord Morpeth stated that the
act of 1832, for the prevention, as far as mgl_lt
be possible, of the cholera in England, was still
in force; and that act would enable the Go-
vernment, on the least alarm of the cholera being
imminent in this country, to issue proclamations
and constitute boards of health. It was now
under special consideration whether the pro-
clamations issued on the former occasion could
be advantageously altered or modified in any
respect, in case that calamity should again visit

us,
The cholera is on the decline at Constanti-
nople. -




- than they were then ;
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EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE B8E.
LECT COMMITTEE ON MEDICAL
LEGISLATION.

(Sir Benjamin Collins Brodie, Bart.,, F.R.S.,
Proress1oNAL Titres. —1 am a member of

the council of the College of Surgeons. I have

been a member of the college about forty years,
and once president. I have been a member of
the ooundil about fifteen, I have taken an active
part in instrueting young men about to enter the

profession. In some way or another,

?hontha-ﬁm; kw:mn&klnc became a-tglemb%xwz{
e college, ve taken a in the medi

education of young men, nnr(:itdc men too.

IuprovaMeNT 1IN Epvcariow.—I think the
science of surgery is much improved, snd that
the best-edncated young men are better educated

fam not aware that there

is much improvement in the education of the
great mass of the students. The most accom-
plished of the year now are more accomplished
than those who had made the greatest pro-
fleiency when I first began instructing. Per-
haps I had better explain what I mean rather
more at length. With respect to the qualifica-
tions of the great mass of the young men in the
wedical profession, the constituted authorities
require of them more knowledge than formerly ;
but they are in the habit, before the examination,
at the Apothecaries’ Hall especially, to resort to
to cram them, with a view to enable

them to pass their exawinations ; in this manner

& great deal of time is wasted, and, therefore, I

much doubt whether the great mass of the
medioal students are, in co! uence, really better
educated than they were when I was young myself.

Cramxing ror Examinations.—The system of

ing for examinations is not confined to the

Apothecaries’” Iall, but to a certain extent it has

extended to the examinations of the College of

Susgeons, I suppose there can be no examina-

tion of any kind instituted anywhere, for which

a certain nwmber of young men will not be

erammed ; bat it is so general as to the prepara-

tion for examination ay Apothecaries’ Hall, that

a well-informed young man scarcely ventures to

g:snp there to get a licence without having been
t crammed. Cramming merely teaches words,

a sort of memoria technica being used for that

gﬁpoce. But if actual dissection apon the dead

y be the test, cramming is not available for
such instruction.

Exawmtarions At THE CoLLEG.—The exa-
mination before the College of Surgeons, since I
first became a member, has been improved, and
has been rendered more really a test of attain-

-ment. I think, when I ceased to be examiner two

years or a year and & hal€ago, the examination
was very much better than it was at the time I
first became an examiner in the year 1834, I was
first an examiner in the year 1834; and I con-
tinued to be an examiner till about a year and a
half ago. I was an examiner in virtue of my
office as sergeant-surgeon, and by the Queen's
permission I resigned the office about a year and

@ half nﬁ
Tar New CuarTER oF THE CoLLEGB.—The
new charter was granted to the College of Sur-
I believe in 1843 or in 1844. I think that
the new charter is a very freat improvement on
the old charter; that it is more liberal in its
spirit; and tends to the establishment of a superior
order of practitioners. At the same time, I think
that the new charter has not yet produced all the
good that it is calculated to prodnce, because the
tem of election of the council by the fellows
hitherto exists only in a very partial degree, in
consequence of the original members of the
council who existed at the time of the charter
being allowed to retain their office for life. The
governing body of the council under the old
charter were self-elected; prospectively it will
no longer be so.

Corneae Exawiners.—The examiners were
for life under the old charter, and I doubt very
muck whether ‘the council had the power of
getting rid of them ; at any rate the power was
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never exercised. When they became old, and
their ekill had diminished, or from any other
caunse, it became desirable to remove them; but
Ido not believe that there was any power of re-
moval ; if there was, the council never ventured
to exercise it. An examiner appointed under
the new charter is appointed by the whole body
of fellows ; none, however, have yet been elected
to the council except the members of the council,
There is a power to appoiut examiners from the
whole body of fellows, consisting of 600 ; and the
tenure of t{e office of examiner is, under the new
charter, during the pleasure of the council.

ExAMINATION FOR TRR Ferrowsmre.—Under
the new charter there is a higher and more diffi-
cult examination ; but the still more important
matter is this, that they are required to produce
testimonials of previous general education, and
they are uneg to spend five or six years in

rofeuiom study in hospitals and schools.

here is a limit in point of age: it is twenty-
five instead of twenty-one. No young man can
stand for a fellowship till he is twenty-five years
of age. Actual dissection in the presence of the
examiners forms part of the examination for the
followship. In the examination of members we
used to refer to preparations, the skeleton espe-
cially. Actual dissection did not form part of
the examination of a member when I was exa-
miner, and I believe it does not now. I approve
very much of actual dissection as a real test of
knowledge and of sounder acquirements; but I
am afraid it would be dificult under existing eir-
cumstances to make it general for the members,
on account of the difficulty of procuring sub-
jects; but for fellowships it is the invariable
test; there is no difficulty there, and I would
wish it to remain a portion of the examination
for the fellowship.

ExaMwvatioNn row Mexsers.—The examing-

tion for membership, as contradistinguished from
that for the fellowship, has been more strict and
more searching of late years than it was when
I was first examiner, I think very much more
so. Taking the two examinations as they now
exist together, the examination for fellowshi
and the examination for membership, 1 woul
say that the standard of surgical knowledge and
acquirements, as fixed by the College of Sur-
geons, has been elevated — elevated consider-
ably. I think the examination is as good as ex-
aminations can be, all such human jnstitutions
being liable to imperfections: at the same time
I am of opinion that no examination is a perfect
test either of knowledge or talent. I do not
think the examinations of the college can admit
of much improvement, unless we could intro-
duce an cxamination by dissection for the mem-
bers, which would indeed be = great improve-
ment; but which, as I said before, I fear is im-
practicable, from the difficulty of obtaining sub-
jects,
! BeneFiTs oY THE NEW CHABRTER.—The ex-
perience, though short, of the operation of the
new charter, as exciting emulation among young
surgeons for the fellowship, proves that it does
great good among the higher class of young men.
Inmany cases I have seen emulation among the
young men to acquire fame by undergoing su-
perior examination for the fellowship. I have
attended several of the examinations for fellow-
ships. There were four or five examinvtions be-
fore I resigned the examinership. I think the
examinations have been very strict, and the re-
quirements very considerable, but, notwith.
standing that, many young men have passed
them with the greatest credit. I havereason to
know that a great many young men are now
training and studying with a view of standing
out for the fellowship, and even young men who
are already engaged in practice; for the charter
allows any member, though he has not had an
extended term of education in the first instance,
to present himself, after so many years of prac-
tice, for examination for the fellowship. Indeed
I think the College of Surgeons is sa constituted
as to do great good to the public, and to advance
the science of surgery.

Meprcar Biuis.~—My attention from time to

time haa been direoted to the saveral logi
mmpx:d'fl;id:hh" of impmﬂlng':: law
not , for the purpose °
with t to mp ice of medicine end sugy-
gery in land. My wttention hins boen-ealied
to & bill which is now under the  considerstion 'df
g‘otil Hous‘? Sof Oommgnu :pidl'xiﬂe drod.d it. "%«
ege o eons hag oned againsy that
bill. I knovlv“tghe substance of thet petition
nerally; I do not recolleot that I have actua
seen it ; I was not present when it was zead
the council. The are many objections in that
tition set forth mgainst ik, amdh s 0 al-
eged that the tendency of that bill indirectly, if
not directly, is to introduce a single faculty. It
appeared 1o me to be so when L read that bill;
meaning is rather obscure in some places ;
but it certainly apﬁoated to ma that the tendency
'.t.in to confound all gradps of the professian, to-
gether. .
«OrszoTs OF MEDICAL LEGISLATION.~AD amej-
gamation of the whole prodession into one mass,
in my opinion, is not at all desizable. It :np-
ars to me that there are two objecta to be kept
in view in medical legislation : fisst, to
the public with a sufficient Tumber of wdll-
informed practitioners for orﬂnarygw;'md
secondly, to induce a certain numbér of persdhs
of a superior cducation to enter the professign
who are not compelled to look for a livelihood in
very early life, and who will have time to study
the profession as a science, and to promote the
advancement of it as a science; and I do:net
think that the single-faculty systemx wonld op-
rate well in the latter way. e Arst object 1 is
possible that a single faenlty might attain, 'or
even promote. In my opinion, if that objeét
were attained, and even if the standard gend-
rally of medical pracitioners throughout .the
kingdom should be in some slight degrec ele-
vated by the introduction of a single faculty, I
think the evil would more than couaterbalsnge
the good. Baut, in fact, the two things are guite
compatible; you may very well attain at the
plying the paliio

same time the two objeets of sup

with good practitioners for ordimary purposws,
and those who will pursae the p on a9 a
science. s :

A Sinore Facuorry,—If my view be corrcét
that since 1834 the examinations, both for memi-
bership and for fellowship at the College of Sux-
geons, have been progressively higher under the
existing institution, that conjoint- object, which
I think so desirable, is sesured to the publiedf
you leave the eo undisturbed. Allowmdi ¢o
say, in explanation, if you had a single faculty
of venez high attainments, as far as sclence is eon-
cerned, that single faculty might do very wil,
but that would not do the public, and thp
result would be that it would force uneducated
persons into practice. This was the mié-
chief that occurred in former times, when the
physicians assumed to be the oumly medical
practitioners, and required of their body very
high qualifications ; persons who were to prastise
among the ;};loot could net go to the expenss of
obtaining those qualifications, and that foroed
thé apothecaries, who were then chemists, into
practice ; and if you were to bring up the whole
of the profession to the highest standard, thein-
evitable result would be the forcing of chemists
and druggists into practice, just in the same way
as the chemists, who were then called apothe-
caries, were forced into practice formerly, and
I apprehend that no legislation could prevent
it. e effect of raising the standard
beyond a certain point would to en
empiricism and ignorance. Throughout Eng-
land generally, and moro especially in she rural
districts, the poverty of the body of the people
prevents the payment of more than a mall
modicum of reward for medical skiil. I'thidk
that for the mass of the profession the require-
ments as to education have been carried alrgady
to the highest standard—quite as high as the
rewards of even sucocessful practice can com-
pensate in consideration of the sime

and incurfed \in acquiring' k
mmiﬂwmm
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introduction of a single faculty had the effect of
raising the profession generally above that which
is at t the lowest point, you would sacri-
fice the advantage of attaining that higher class
of practitioners which at present exists.

'HECARY APPRBNTICESHIP.—And I think
that gere would be a danger of forcing upon the
people more ignorant practitioners than now ge-
nerall i i.nmed?cine throughout the coun-
1:1'{;)l bo:l“ ;sf cne matter, hmerl,nin whic.l:f tllle
whole ractitioners might be v e
immed ’wid?mxt any additional l:lrwzur, o¥
without any additional expense in their educa-

tion, and I see that that is provided for in the
bill you alluded to just now; namely, b! getting
rid of the apothecaries’ apprenticeship. The
apothecaries’ apprenticeship 18 a very great evil,
preventing the greater part of the young men
educated as general efmtitioneu having any-
thing like aliterary education. That part of the
act of 1815, commonly called the Apotheearies’
Act, I would desire to see repealed; and if a
‘ ﬁ deal more were repealed, it would be a good
g.

Age ror Couxexcine Pracrice.—To
the commencement of practice on the part of
surgeons to as late an age as is consistent with
the natural wish of young men to realize some
rofit from their studies, would be unsafe I think
or the great mass of practitioners; it would make
prevent the publie being sumciontly seppbed
event the c being ciently supplied ;
t I think, tfmt for those who npinyt:ge -
giet.dal hysicians and hospital surgeons, it is very
ra ha' that the pe{ln;o:lgfbe:amimﬁo:dmm'
beginning practice s ned ;
that is the effect of the new chu?t:tg.f the Col-
lege of Surgeons. I approve of the period fixed
for the fellowship, the age of twenty-five, and in
fact, I imagine that ve.lzh oung men who wish
to e in the higher walks o in Lendon
ever begin practice sooner than that, Not many
i Conatderio the pocelise dutisof suvgeons
sities, e i tiesof surgeons
, with reference to the feelings of young ;geo‘-
. tioners, it is desirable that they should begin hos-
pital practiee at rather menls age, but notatsuch
a od as to prevent a good general education.
* It would de more difficult to combine such early
attendance upon the hospitals with a university
education, than in the case of physicians.
EvvcarioN,—There is a linf; Xi'ﬂ‘erence in the
cage of surgeons and physicians, with respect to
- education : the surgeon requires more anatomical
study, and I find that young men who do mot
" begin to study anatomy till they are three or
four and twenty, for the most part, hardly study
ftat all; and X think in operative surgery there
i5 something to be overcome which is better
overcomeat twenty than at twenty-three, Though
there are difficulties, even among those who aspire
to honours in the profession of mr{:z, in
encouraging university education, we , by
the examination, a3 now fixed by the College of
Surgeons, secured some test of literary attain-
ment as well as professional attainment. When
" the new Ig-laws were made as to the examina-
tion of fellows, we required, for the first five
years, that th:! should bring testimonials of a
good general education; and we allow those who
ave a at an English university to come
up upon five years’ professional study, instead
six, which we require of others, that
correspondent with the rule which is o
at the inns of court with respect to barristers ;
but after the pear 1850, that is after the first five
years, they will be required to bring up some
more actual proof of a good general education
than they are required to bring at present: I
forget exactly what the terms are. I think that
after the year 1850 the college contemplates
having a board for the of general ex-
amination in mathematics as well as literatare,
and e certain knowledge of the dead languages.
I understand that this is the regulation as stated
by Mr. Lawrence: that the candidaces are to
produce a degree of master of arts from the uni-
versity, or evidenoe of education equivalent to
that which would be required for that degree.
(To be continued.)

tall;‘on?tll‘lm R:)N ]l‘.'limnumn.f—orThe bill of mor;
ity of the al Infirmary for some time pas
exhibits a melzncholy detail of the dreadful
havoc which the calamity at present prevailin;
is making amongst its inmates. Inthe month o
July the number of deaths was 138 ; in August,
104 ; in September, 105; in October, 129 ; and
in November just expired, 170. In October last

ear there were only 54 deaths, and in Novem-
zer, 66. During the few days that had elapsed
in December on Friday last, they had increased
to the unprecedented number of 75, being about
11 daily.—Caledonian Meroury.

The Senate of Heidelberg has recently con-
ferred the honorary degree of LL.D. upon our
corres t, Dr. Wright, of Birmingham, *in
consideration of his centributions to the science
of medicine, and more ially for his treatise
¢On the Ph;siol l:?elfathology of Saliva,
and on the Patho) of Expectoration, as ap-
plied to the Diagnosis and Treatment of Diseases
of the Lungs.’’

MORTALITY IN THE METROPOLIS.

From the Registrar-General’s return for the
metropolitan distriots it appears that the ex-
cessive rate of mortality which was announced
in the jous report continued to prevail in
the ending Saturday last. The number of
deaths is 2,416, showing an increase above the
average of the season equal to 1,370, or 130 per
cent. ; whilst, with the greater num-
ber of the preceding week, it gives a difference
of oaly 38. The following are the principal
causes of mortality in three weeks :—

‘Weeks énding Wnu,
Nov. #7.{ Dec. 4,{Des. 11| Average.
Zymotic diseases,.| 416 | 688 | 783 211
Diseases of respi-
ratory organs ..| 634 | 994 ; 913 333
Typhus, &c. ....| 01| 136} 140 38
Influenza...... . 36| 198 | 374 3
Pneumonia  an ‘
Bronchitis ....| 366 | 649 | 598 148
All causes ......|1,677 |2,46¢ (2,416 | 1,046
The decrease of mortality in the previous

week, though nemerieally insignificant, encou-
rages & be'lligf that the for{e of the epidemic has
attained its maximum, and, being cheoked by
some improvement in-the state of the atmo-
here, is already on the decline: Probably in-
enza has done its worss for the t; cer-
tainly it has done more to renew in
the minds of the existin Iation the * ac-
quaintance’” which it established with our ances-
tors some centuries ago. From the above state-
ment it will be observed that, while the total
mortality is less, the deaths ially asoribed to
influenza show a considerable increase .on the
former week. This circumstance it is difficult
to explain, except on the su ition that, at
first, medical men peroeived n a multitude of
cases only the aggravation of a chronic com-
plaint, or the inflammatory symptoms of a com-
mon cold, till wide-spread disaster compelled
them to recognise the presence of a new agent,
and to assign the appropriate name.
Subjoined to the return are the following ex-
ceedinglylimportant meteorological observations :
The most remarkable meteorological phenome-
non of this year is the low reading of the baro-
meter on the morning of Tuesday, December 7,
which, as stated in the ﬁner remarks, was
28.381 in. ; this reading is lower than any since
that in the memorable storm of January 13,
1848, which was 28.096in. ; the lowest reading
in the year 1844 was 28.525in.; in 1845 was
28.689in. ; and in 1846 was 28.5636in. In 1847,
December 1, the reading was high; and at mid-

night it was 30,237 in.; immediately after this
time the reading began to decrease, and coati-
nued 4 till the moming of the 6th day,

at which time it was 20.206 in. ; it having been
at 30.074 in, a¢t midnight on the 2d ; at 29,886 in,
at midnight on the 3d ; and at 29.376in. at mid-
night on the 4th. Duiu]nf the 5th day the read-
ing increased a little till the evening, when it

again began to decrease, and at 4h. 20m. A.x. on
the morning of the 6th it decreased below 29 in.,
and continued to decrease throughout the day,
and at midnight it was 28.291. On December
7th, at 2h. 36m. A.M., the minimum resding
28,381 in. took place, and it remained at this
resding till 2h. 50m. A.x.; after this time the
reading began to increase. This reading is 1.855
in, less than it was 5 days 1 hour previoualy.
This change of reading is great ; but in January,
1843, between the 13th, at Oh.53m. r.x., and
the 19th, at 9h. 20m. ».x., the ing increased
from 28.096 in. to 30.437in., or 2.341 in. in § days
and 21 hours. (See the Greenwich Observations
for 1843, page 266.)

In 1847, December 7, at 8h, r.x., the
had increased to 294n., and it continued to in-
crease till the 8th, at 7h, ».M., at which time it
was 29,634 in, It then began to decrease, and
to the end of the week it has alternately in-
creased and decreased about the mean reading as
shown in the table. ' -

On December 1st there were'unusual changes
of temperature of the air; the temperature
during the preceding night was high, and gene-
rally above 50°; towards sunrise, on the sky

ing free from cloud, it began to decline,
and continued doing so tilf very nearly noon, at
which time it was 40°; at 1h, p.x, it had ime
creased to 50°, and continued at neu':‘ythh point
till after 4h. p.x. ; it then began to decline, and
at midnight it was as low as 38°, and after mid-
night it declined to 31°. On Tueslay the
became cloudy, snd the temperature

.| from 40° at 7h, A.x. to 66° at midnight; it did

not decline below 55° during the night. * On the
3d the sky was clouded throughout the day, the
temperature was high and nearly dll
after 8h. ».M., between which time and mid-
night it declined from 53° to 419, On the 4th
the tomgemture of the air inereased till 1h, ».x.,
at which time it was 50°, and it continued very

nearly at this point throughout the remainder of
the Ly; aftgro midnight it declined to 2496,

The highest point reached on the 5th was 47°,
and this decreased to 37° by 1Th. ¥ix.; after
this time the temperature increased rdpidly at
night, and at 7h. A.M. on the 6th was §3°; and
from this time it elowly declined during the day,
and at midnight was 41°, The -7th ‘day was
T e Kby
ture during the .

8th the tem| eratureywu 82°, which increased to
41°5 by 1h, p.M., and decreased to 3193 by
7h. p.M.; at 8h. r.m. it had jncreased a little;
at 9h. p.M. it was 36¢, and from this time it in-
creased ell the night, and 3t 1h, ».u. on the
9th it was 5695, being 25°2 higher than it was
18h, previously. The period of time between
the 9th, at 2h. ».x., and the }ith, at 2h. ».x.,
was remarkable both for the high temperature
and its uniformity, the extremes Detween those
times being 50° and 54°. After 1h.'p,x. on the

11th the temperature declined from 51° to 38°

by midnight.

From the preceding remarks it will be seen
that the usual uniform rise and full of tempera
ture during the day has frequently been réversed,
The reading of the barometer was high'on the
1st and 2d, during the 3d it decrensed about a
quarter of an inch, and on the 4th it further de-
creased half aninch; on the 5th it was low all
day, and on the 6th it was remarkably low,
and it has continued rather low till the end of

the 11th day.

The following shows the com me-
teorology for the first eleven days in December,
since the year 1841 :—

Perlod from Dec.1 Years,

to Dec. 11, both

days inclusive., 1848 . 1843 | 1844 | 1805 ] 1846 | 1817
deg, deg. N 3 . .

Mean temperature] 5. At | dog. | deg. | deg. | deg

of theair ......| 483 | 44.7 | 307 | 42.1 | 31.8 | 47.8

Mean temperature .

of the dew point| 41.2 | 427 | 98.6 | 57.8 | 316 | 43.7

Mean amoyat . ! . . . .

water :n i‘:nb:ﬁ m e i AN B s

foat of air ,.....| 33 { 34 1 80| 29| 98| 33
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Excess in the yoar 1847 above
P&"m"’ﬁ?ﬁ& that in the years g g
days Inelusive. | {a49 1 1853 | 1804 | 1845 1048 | 2 3
deg. | deg. | deg. | deg. . | deg.
Mean Mpenture! . H deg. | deg
of theair......... 5.0 | 26 166 | 53 |135 | 84
Mean temperature|
of the dew point| 85 | 1.0 | 17.1 | 69 {131 | 75
Mean amount off gr. | gr. | gv. | gr. | gr. | gT.
water in a cuble
foot of afr ...... 03} 01/ 15! 064 18 | 0.7

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON,

SECOND EXAMINATION.—1847. PASs EX-
AMINATION.
PHRYSBIOLOGY. )

Examiner, Dr. Carpenter. .

1. What are the principal components of the
blood in vertebrated animals, their respective
characters, properties, and uses in the economy,
their chief diversities in the several classes of
this sub-kingdom, and their proportions in the
healthy human ?

2. State the essential nature of the respiratory
process ; the purpose which it answers in the
econemy ; the causes which ordinarily render its
oontinnance essential to life; the circumstances
undex which it may be temporarily suspended
without injury to the system ; and the ¢ ar(:igeu
which it normally uces in the blood and in
the air vespectively.

3. Descaribe the apparatus provided for the
aération of the blood in the following classes of
animals ;—echinodermata, bivalve mollusca, in-
sects, fishes, reptiles, birds, and mammalia ; and
give an acoount of its aperation in each case.

. 4. Describe the structure and actions of a
gland, according to modern views; trace the
gradual development of the liver through the
principal series of invertebrated animals; de-
seribe the chiet varieties presented by the struc-
-ture of the kidney in the different classes of

; and give an account of the chief
components of the urinary secretion, and of their
ive sources.

. Glive an account of the structure of the
nervous system in the centipede; compare its
parts with those of vertebrata; describe its ac-
tions ; and point out the bearing of the whole on
the doetrines of reflex action.

8. Describe the general structure of the en-

uinuch& the four classes of verte-
brata; and state the physiological inferences
which may be deduced from the comparison of
these different types. .

7. Upon what chemical process is the main-
tenance of animal heat chiefly dependent; how
is thia maintsined in the ies of man and of
earnivorous and herbivoronsanimalsrespectively ;
and what are its relations to the presence of fat
in the animal body ? .

8. Describe the apparatus by which the em
obtains its nourishment from the contents of the
ovum i the oviparous vertebrata ; the provisions
for the aération of its blood ; and the manner in
whieh these are combined in the placenta of
mammalia

GRNERAL PATHOLOGY, GENERAL THRRAPEUTICS,
. AND HYGIENE.
. CELSUS DB RB MEDICA.
Examiners, Dr, Billing and Dr, Tweedie.
1. Baplain what is meant by transformatibn of-
tissues, and under what circumstances it may

~take Give & few examples in illustration.
2. Describe the physiological effects of cold
on the living body. State the various purposes

for which it is used as a therapeutic agent.
Mention the forms in which it is employed in
the treatment of diseases, with the specisl rules
for its administration.

8. Desemibe the injurious effects that result | posed

from neglect of proper exercise. Sketch the
different s of exercise—1, as a hygienic, and
2, as & cusative, agent, with the special rules of

appl.iution.
4. Trauslate the following pessage into Eng-

Faucibus subest stomachus; in quo plura
longa vitia incidere consuerunt. Nam modd
ingens calor, modé inflatio hune, modd inflam-
matio, modé exulceratio afficit : interddum pituita,
interddm bilis oritur; frequentissimumque ejus
malum est, quo resolvitur : neque ulld re magis
aut afficitur, aut corpus afficit. Diversa autem
ut vitia ejus, sic etiam remedia sunt. Ubi ex-
wstuat, aceto cum rosd extrinsechs subindd
fovendus est, imponendusque pulvis cum oleo,
ete a cataplasmata que simul et reprimunt et
emolliunt. Potui, nisi quid obstat, gelida aqua
preestanda.  Si inflatio est, prosunt admote cu-
curbitulee ; neque incidere cutem necesse est:
Broeunt sicca et calida fomenta, sed non ve-

ementissimn, Interponenda abstinentia est:
utilis in jejuno potio estabsinthii aut hyssopi aut
rute. Exercitatio primd lénis, deind® major
adhibenda est ; maximeéque qusee superiores partes
moveat : quod genus in omnibus stomachi vitiis
aptissimum est. Post exercitationem opus est
unctione, frictione ; balneo quogue nonnung:&m.
sed rarids ; interddm alvi ductione; cibis deind@
calidis, neque inflantibue; eodemque modo
calidis potionibu:e,r?rimé» aquee podst, ubi resedit
inflatio, vini austeri.

SURGERY.
Examiners, Sir Stephen Hammick and Mr.
Ceesar Hawkins.

1. What is Delirium Tremens Traumaticum ?
Under what circumstances ig it most likely to
occur? Describe the O?mpwns. and how &oy
are to be distingnished from those of inflam-
mation of the brain; and mention the proper
;mtment, under the mildest and most aggravated
orms.

2. Describe the various dislocations of the
femur at the hip-joint; and the signs of the
injury, according to the several positions of the
displaced bone; distinguishing between each
form of dislocationand other accidents for which
it may be mistaken; give the method of re-
duetion in each case respectively, mentioning
the geneval as well as the local measures ne-

cessary.

3. lgeacribe the symptoms, causes, and treat-
ment, both local and , of different cases
of senile e of the toes or leg, according
to the depth and extent, and to the acute or
chrowic nature of each casej or the age, habits,
and state of the constitution of each individual,

- MEDIOINE,
Bxaminers, Dr. Billing and Dr. Tweedie,

1. Describe the asatomieal characters of in-
flammation of the digestive mucous membrane.

2. Eaumerate the causes under the influence
of which hematemesis may arise. Explain
sources of the hemorrhage, and the principles of
treatment.

3. Describe the intra-cranial lesions which
give rise to paralysi

4. Bx hinhoz?;oﬁseﬂ\uionukeo place in
cardiac y. What lesion of the heart most
frequently induces it ?

5. Give a definition of purpura. Describe its
varieties, and the treatment applicable to each.

6. Sketch the diseases to which the windpipe
(including the larynx) is liable, with an on&m
of their treatment.

MIDWIFBRY,
Examiner, Dr. Rigby.

1, Desoribe the various sympathetic affections
produced by pregnancy, their nature, and treat-
ment,

2. Describe the causes of faulty uterine action,
and the treatment.

3. Describe the symptoms, causes, and treat-
ment of after-pains.

FORENSIC MEDICINE.
Examiners, Professor Bl:a{x)de, Dr. Pereira, and

. Dr. Rigby.
1. Bisulphuret of ammonium has been pro-
as a test for hydrocyanie acid. Desoribe
the mode of using it, its ts, and the nature
of the chemioal es whioh ensue,

2. The earth of a grave in which a body has
been interred is stated to eontain axsenious acid,
either free or in some combination. How would
you proceed to determine these points }

the | commenced in Edinburgh.

3. In the case of a person poisoned by bella-
donna, how would you proceed to ascertain the
presence of the active principle of this poison in
the urine ?

4, Describe the symptoms and treatment of
poisoning by white lead.

5. Where a knot upon the cord is assigned as
the cause of the child’s death, how would you
determine whether it had been formed before
birth or wilfully tied afterwards?

6. State what you know of uterine auscultation
in pregnancy.

GOSSIP OF THE WEEK.

e.lA dleegwy of £2€_,080 has beenéz(nt to thﬁo medi-

partment of Universit; e, Lond
by the late Dr. Holme, of yMancgster. 'I?:e'
Mi

anchester Guardian of this week, -pedxm%' of
the will of the deceased physician, says :—*
personalty is stated to be under £35,000. 1If to
this amount we add the value of the realty—viz,,
the property in King-street, Manchester, which
i]z pzlbﬂ;: worth £12,000; that at and near

endal, a year, at twenty years’ purchase,
gives £5000; his library will beyv{orth hptt.le short
of £6000; and an examination .amongst his
gapen shows that he, too, like the late Rev. B.

mith, was a halder of Pennazlv&nian bopds, to
the extent, probakly, of £1000; also of Colum-
bian bonds, to the amount of 25,000 dols.
(nmhl.{‘fiBOOO), and of other American bonds;
but taking tho whole of these bonds to be worth
only £2000, that would give an egate
amount of property, rcal and personal at the
time of his decease, of about, in ronnd numbers,
£60,000. The ate amount of the legacies
and bequests in money is £15,800 ; and deducting
this from £35,000, and adding £6000 for the
library, it would appear to leave a residue of
about £25,000 for the medical department of
University College. .

Ten thousand persons are said fo be '1aid up
with the influenza at Lille, but no case has
terminated fatally, At Toulouse there are, it is
said, fifteen thomn':ll;emna in a population of
fifty-five thousand suffering from tlf-?t malady.

e INFLURNzA.—For some weeks past this
epidemy has prevailed more extensively than on
any former occasion. The provincial newspapers
report its gfasence in many localities, especially
in the north, Letters from Edinburgh state that
it is ravaging the east coast of Scotland, from
Aberdeen to Arbroath and Dundée, and has also
: I In London and its
neighbourhood it cxtensively prevails, Several
hundred boys in St. Paul's apnd Christchurch
Schoals are on the sick list, and the Merchant
Tailors’ School has been prematurely closed for
the Christmas holidays, in consequence of the
illness of a large proportion of the pupils. The
business of some of the public offices has also
been impeded from the clerks being affected
with the disorder, and in the Post-office alone
140 clerks were reported to be absent last week.
In manufactories and wholesale houses much
inconvenience has been felt from the same cause,
and the deaths in Greenwich Hospital during
the last fortnight have been at the rate of 20 per
diem, out of a total of about 2,000 pensioners,
It has proved everywhere extensively fatal, and
the deaths in London last week were G0 per cent.
above the average of the last five years. The
disease appears to be equallgé)revnlent and fatal
on the Continent. Letters from Marseilles state
that, out of a I&puhtion of 160,000 gouls, half
at least are confined to bed by the influenza,
which. broke out in the town a fortnight since.

-} Within the last few days, however, it has lost

much of its intensity at Margeilles, but jt is
:3“;9 with violence at P an, Liohtpenier.

ismes. . At Toulouse, by the last dccounts,
no less than 16,000 persons are labouring under
the distemper. . It is also .very prevalent in
Paris, where it has reealled the recollection of
gunlx}.;:&eventa before the jarrival of the cholera
in . o

P S

- -
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_Tus Mippressx HospiTaL.— On Monday a
sﬁﬁi&l general court of the governors of this
charity was held in the board-room, Charles-
street, Tottenham-court-road, to take into con-
sideration the case of Mr, E. W. Tuson, one of
the surgeons of the institution. Mr. B, B.
Cabbell presided. There were also prescnt—the
Duke of Cambridge, Sir R. Inglis, M.P., Sir W.
Stirling, Sir B. Smith, Sir E. i’earson, General
Caulfield, Mr. B. Hawes, the Hon. Captain Maude,
R.N., Captain Darley, the Hon. f W. Percy,
Mr. W. F. A. Delane, and nearly one hundred
governors. The business of the Xa having been
opened by the chairman, Mr. Sheddon, the
secretary, read the statement of the weekly
board of the circumstances the meeting were
called upon to investigate, in which were set
forth cases of complaint against Mr. Tuson for
having received money for defraying the expenses
of pupils, and for not having therewith paid the
fees for the lectures in the hospital, whereby the
pupils had been obliged to pay the money out of
their own pockets a second time, and statements
by Mr. Rowden and Mr, Corfe, co-lecturers with

. Tuson, complaining that he had not duly
accounted to them for various fees. The state-
ment having been read, the Hon. Captain Maude
addressed the meeting, and moved * that the
meeting confirm the resolution of the weekly
board of the 30th of November, by which Mr,
Tuson was suspended.”” Mr. C. Elliott scconded
the resolution. Mr. Propert moved an amend-
ment to the effect that, although Mr, Tuson had
in his transactions with his private pupils been
guilty of conduct in the highest degree cen-
surable, yet as his duties during the years he
had been attached to the hospital had been cha-
racterized by skill, assiduity, and great zeal, the
meeting did not deem it expedient to force his
resignation, Mr. Brewster seconded the amend-
ment, after which several gentlemen addressed
the meeting, and several questions were put to
Mr. Tuson, The debate resulted in a resolution,
put by Mr. Hawes, which was as follows :—
¢ We, the undersigned, feel strongly the import-
ance of waving every individual fecling for the
security of the hospital, and we decm 1t right to
disclaim further contention, and to place our
resignation 1n the hands of the weckly board at
the next meeting,”” This resolution, which was
signed by all the surgeons of the establishment,
was seconded, and carried by the mecting. The
officers will offer themselves for re-election, and
it will then be for the governors to say whether
they will re-elect Mr. Tuson. His Royal High-
ness the Duke of Cambridge having said a few
words expressive of the intcrest he felt for the
good of the hospital, and a vote of thanks having
been passed to thechairman, the meeting brokeup.

‘War-orrice, Dec. 10.—20th Foot: Assist.-
guﬁ John Gillespie Wood, M.D., from the

taff, to be Surg., vice James Morison, who re-
tires upon half-pay; Henry Higgins Jones,

M.D., to be Assist.-Surg., vice Smith, appointed
to the Staff.—Hospital-Staff: A.ssist.-gnrg. G.
Roche Smith, from the 99th Foot, to be Assist.-

Surg. to the Forces, vice Wood, promoted in the

20th Foot.

Navar ArroinTMENTS.—Surgeons: Thomas
H. Keown, to be Superintendent of the Mouut-
stewart Elphinstone convict-ship ; D. G. Miller,
to the Blenheim ; T. M. Jewell, to the Victory;
J. W. Bowler, Superintendent to the John Calvin
convict-ship ; H. Morris, Superintendent to the
Bangalore convict-ship; W. F. Carter, to the
Inconstant ; W. H. Brent, to the Pantaloon, vice
Dr. Graham, deceased.—Assistant-surgeons : J,
Simpson (b), to the Plover; W. Smith, M.D.,
to the Mcander; H. W. Horsell, the Bonetta ;
'W. M, Ogilvie, to the Inconstant.

OpiTuARY.—On the 5th inst., Philip Elliot,
Esq., M.D., late of Neath, Glamorganshire, aged
80.—On the 9th inst, at his residence, 9, Marl-
borough-place, Walworth-road, Richard Prior,
Bsq., surgeon, aged 48, of influenza.—On_the
1431 inst., at his residence, Hampstead, John
Ranicar Park, Esq., M.D., aged 69.—Nov. 18, at
Dundce, from fever, — Carruthers, Esq., M.D.—
Nov. 20, aged 32, from fever, H. Ballen, Esq.,
medical ofticer to the Aldgate District of the East

. N

London Union.—On the 2nd inst., at Wellington,
Somerset, Wm, Callard Pyne, Esq., surgeon,

56.—O0n the 6th inst.,, at Camden-town,
Dr. Wigan, author of the work ¢ On the
Quality of Mind.”’—Lately, of influenza, M.
Delmas, professor of midwi&xy in the University
of Montpelier,

MORTALITY TABLE.
Forthe Week ending Saturday, Dec. 11, 1847.

Average of
Causes of Death. Total. b
Summers,
ALLCAUSES........| 2416 | 1046
SPECIFIED CAUSES...| 2414 1039
Zymotic (or Epidemic, En-
demic, and Contagious)
Diseases .ooooeeeneen..| 783 211
S8PorADIC DISEASES.
Dropsy, Cancer, and other
Diseases of uncertain or
variable Seat ...........] 160 104
Diseases of the Brain, Spinal
Marrow, Nerves, uud
Benses...eouereeinares| 177 167
Diseases of the Lungs, and
of the other Organs of
Respiration .... ......] 913 333
Diseases of the Heart and
Blood-vessels...........] 50 34
Diseases of the Stomach,
Liver, and other organs|
of Digestion ...........| 114 74
Diseases of the Kidneys, &c.| 17 | 9
Childbirth, Diseases of the
Uterus, &ec. 20 14
Rheumatism, Discases of]
the Bones, Joints, &c, ...| 11 ‘ 7
Disgeases of the Skin, Cellu- !
lar Tissue, &Co ovvevees —_ 2
Old Age.oveeecennanennd 134 a5
Violeuce, Privation, Cold,
and Intemperance.........{| 36 || 29

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

THE ¢ MEDICAL TIJMES" may be procured by an order
on any Newsmau or Bookseller, or it will be scnt direct
by post from the Office of the ** Medical L'imnes” to Sub-
scribers sending by a Post-office order, directed James
Angerstein Carfrae, or an orderon some party in town,
One Pound Five Shillings IN ADVANCE, which will
free them fur T'welve Months. Iluif-yearly Bubscrip-
tion, 15s. ; Qulrurli'.'la. 6d. B

* An Enemy to Quacks.”—71he haudbill forwarded is an
old puff of the * Silent Friend"” umluny. The parties
are a disgrace to the profession, and it is a pity the Col-
lege ol Surgeons has not the means of advancing the in-
tercsts of the profession by expunging their names from
the mewbers® lists. The quacies have appeared so long
in print that they are beyoud shame.

*¢ 8carificator”” cuts deeply, but unot scientifically, The
matter is unsuited to our pages.

“ A Three Years’ Student ut Bartholomew’s” writes us
that he is about to go up to the College for examination,
and wishes to be 1uformed what persons we would re-
commend to prepare him for the ordeal. If our corre-
spondent refers to grinders we cannot recommead, as
we never employed one. As to the * ordeal,” our corre-
spondent may rest assured that it is nota * fiery”’ one,
but, with an amount of kuowledge which an ordinary
mind can obtain by common applicativn, there is no
danger of not obtaining the dipl

“Al iate.”’—The Company is placed in a very critical
position with regard to the prosecution of individuals
practising as apothecarica without the licence. In con-
sequence of its being understood that the society will in-
stitute no prosecution where a party is in p ion of a

simplicity of style, but also for the valuable iplom;don
they give in reference to the of certain dise

+¢ Burgeon-Dentist,Bristol.”—The paper on the administra=
tion of Chloroform vapour we cannot promise to insert at
present. 1 remains, therefore, at our office, according to

uest.

. mmrzul, Manchester.”—Mr. La

brought toa close in our last number.
« A Medical Student, Borough.”—The Faculty of Phy-

sicians und SBurgeons of Glasgow does net stand high as

a licensing professional body. Thers are other corpora-

tions, however, of as easy virtue as the Glasgow l’uultv..
“ Mr. Chas, Braddon, Upt 8 "—~The

cation bas been received ; but, from press of matter, we

have been unable to publish it ; we hope to find room for

it next week.

¢ Mr. J. Jones, Llanfair, Montiomu —The article is
used just in the same way as the ordinary sulphate, dis-
solved i water, with the addition of the necessary quan-
tity of dilute acid.

¢ Philo-chlor.”—"1he i

pages. .

The communication respecting the German Hospital at
Dalston shall ap, next week. i

¢ An Ill-paid Medical Aseistant,’” who writes us that he re-
ceives perannum as bis salary, for which he is obliged
to dispense medicine, visit the poorer patients, and attend
midwifery cases, wishes to be inforined if a meanas can be
adopted Lo benefit his useful but badly-paid class, We
condolo with our correspondent on his unfortunate con=
dition. The labour is great, and the pay small. We
cannot suggest a remedy. Perhapa, as ** Assistant * sug-

ests, a public meeting might be useful,

“ W, P, D., County Down,” in a letter to us, observes, ** Me-
dical reform must eventually take place, l.hedrtofelnog
¢ with the aid of the press’ having become alive to the
injustice done them both in England and Irelan) by the
paitry remuneration d for any medical si
under Government. Inslance the pay for medical and
surgical attendauce, together with medicine, onthe con~
stabulary, sixpence per month per man. The appoint=
ment as medical olficertoa party of police was offered me
a short time Lack, which L declived, being actually a
loser when holding a similar appointment in another
county. The Government ought to be ashamed for
offering, as also the physician for accepting, the miserable
pittance. By inserting the above i your Medical Times,
truly the best medical journal ¢xtant, you will oblige

“Your humble servaunt,
* County Down, Dec. 1.” *WwW.PD.

“ Limericentis.”—We objected to the jusertion of the last
letter in consequence of its not being authenticated.
that difficuity is now removed by our correspondent’s
name being forwarded, we will iusert the principal points
§n the present communication. ** Their aseistant, who is
the subject of our dispute, is a young man who spent
some tiwe, previous to his coming w Burgeons T.and J.,
with one Burgeon R., of Rotherham, who kecps a drug-
gist's establishwent, and who is, which is shameful to
say, most liberal in initiating illiterate beings into the .
wysteries ol the medical proieseion, oae of which is at
this moment carrying on a medical and surgical practioe
in a village in opposition to Mr. R., and is doiug re-
markably well ; although, not having the slightest pre.
tensions to a certificate of either College or Hall, he
pleads on the same footing that Surgeons L. and J. have

leaded, namely, that he was in the employment of Mr,
rl. I ask them, is it because their assistant also spent
an unlimited time in the house of the said Mr. RB., that
he is to be pussessed and endowed with the requisite
knowledge and qual.ficstion to act as a general visiting
aud dispensing asvistant? Can they dare to contend for
oae single momeut that he has been regularly indentured
to the profession, or even attended one lecture Ap’ot-
taining to the profession ? 1 anawer positively, vo, for 1
have his own words fur it. Why,then, have they the

resumption to allege that their assistaut is duly quali-

ed to £ncﬁse the abatetric art, and that my charge was
splenetic and false I* X

*“ Mr. Robt. Hepburn, 8, Davies-street, Berkeley-square, in
refercnce to a Hospital Surgeon’s Letter on Chlorotorm
aod Dr. S8impson, writes," It was with the deepest regret
I perused in a late number theletter of * An Hospital
Surgeon,’ in which he not only deprecates in strong
language the use of either ether or chloroform, but has
made a most unwarrantable, unjust, and most scurrilous
attack on Professor Simpson. | am certain, Sir, that all
who bave perused the professor’s pamphlet are aware
that it is entirely frec from what he denominates* puff,”
that there sre no comments in it in the slightest degree
prejudicial to other practitioners, aud no attempt what~
ever to *allure patients into his clutches;’ on the con-
trary, it is a simple, straightforward, and plain statement
of the cause which induced him to use the chloroform,
its application and etfecis; the whole put forward in that

bdued and sincero manner which is only the result of

‘s evid was

tion is jted for our

medical qualification, numbers dispense with the certifi-
cate. They are in danger, howevcer, from private in-
formers,and it is probablc that the society would aid in a
case where they would not appear as prosecutora.

' Senex, Edinburgh.”—If the correspondence is forwarded
to us we shull Lie better able to judge whether the facts
are suitable for publication; and, if so, whether pru-
dence would dictate such a procedure. If the letters are
scnt Lo vur office they sholl receive immediate attention,

“ A forincr Studen:t of King’s College.”—~Mr. Fergusson's
portirait, which is an excelleut likeness, was published by
Alr. Stone, of the College of Surgeons. ‘

*¢ Mr. 8. Benson.”—We know nothing of the fracture ap-
paratus to which reference is made ; the parties have no

ding in the prof 1 world,

“ F.F,, M.D,, Dublin.”—We are glad to hear of the esti-

mation in which Mr. Corfc’s papers ** Oa Semeiotics’ are

held. Our correspond “runen [ ium on them b,

saying that they are not only interesting for the unaffoc

true genius.”

Letters and communications have been received from A
Medical Studeut, Borough; Chirurgus, Manchester;
Surgeon-Deutist, Bristol; . F,, M.D., Dublin; Mr. 8.
Benson; A Formmer Student of King's Cullege; Senex,
Edinburgh; A Licentiate; A Three Years’ Btudent at
Bartholomew's ; Scarificator; An Enemy to Quacks; Mr.
Charles Braddon, Upton-on-Severn; Mr. J. Jones, Llan«
fair, Montgomery ; ’hilo-Chlor; Limiricensis ; W, P, D.,
County Down ; An lll-paid Medical Assiswuut; Mr. Robt.
Hepburn, &c.

A HanpsoME PorTroLlo for holding the *¢ Meproar
TiMEs”—very desirable to those who would keep the
numbers clean for binding, aud easy of refe:ence—may
be had, by order of any Bookseller, or at the Offics,
price 3s. An allowance is made to the trade,

CQ}IIH Foz BINDING the dN“mbl.:h:i bu;eo;:lhhmcu.

1MES"’ are now ready, and tnay er of
Bookseller, or at the Office, price ls. 6d, hd
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administered to them by spoon, and this pap sensitive to extremes of temperature, and
ORIGINAL LECTURES. liable to be tl ohznged according as the mysnﬂ'uﬁomthem. Henee,t.henmm’ch
——— recommendation of iiendl may suggest, or the | so fatal to infant life, for it is far less to

OCLINICAL OBSERVATIONS ON 80ME
OF THE MORE FREQUENT DISEASES
OF CHILDREN.

By ; :UGEI&WILM![!:.BB. U.B.r

ey

(Contipued from p. 151.)

Gawriwesn,—When speﬁins to you of the
cxases of diarrhcea,] mentioned that onngu and
modifications of the maternal milk were a source
of great disorder to the child. Not only will you

mueh misohief aocruing from this source to

children at the breast, bat you will discover that

a constant plague. lpt;tl &o mthh t}l:: h.l.?li:n of
meny ts—even 0 ve

:]f*mg:i.ik—of feeding“&l; ch:{d upon lonz

food. The'latter is ly eomposed

of some vegetable article, like biscunit.powder,

(Edin.), M.BS,,
Children, &e.

loz mois, and some other rul
called pap. Not anly is a child made to
swallow, before it ought, such material as it
should net have, and, therefore, under the
mildest circumstances of its sdministration,
highly improper, but too often such aliment is
given ina state whioh renders it doubly deleteri-
ous. 8uch materials allowed, to stand in a warm
nwreery, or in the close confined dwelling-rooms
of the poer, have a strong tendency, from the
mode in which they are made and preserved, to
become acescent; and nothing is more liable to

upeet the d&g:-tivo funetions and induce disr~
rheea than the veception of im; and aces-
cent material into the stomach of the child. The

evils resulting from the use of such food are also
often farther added to, by the frequent and nasty

habit of the hired pap-giver of placing the spoon
in her own mouth, an«gmhing tho%oodbefon

givzlg it to the child. o
infant ma esoape from any se-
rious amount of &Bff&? igestion duringlzcu-

tion, but upon the arrival of the weaning time
the chanees are then incressed tenfold that it
should not. Too rapid and entire a tion
of it from the breast, too complete an ﬂmﬁon
and change in the aliment, or the latter being
of mc kind, acescent, or too frequently
adm: , willbring about severe intestinal
disorder. 8o frequent is diarrhcea at this period

that you are aware one form is oon-
sidered to be and commen to it.
 Those chil who are dry-nursed, or brought

npenﬁrelyb;hmd, suffer fearfully from theadmi-
nmtration o

Et;ln;l&die- which await them. Instead of m
being nourished upon an animal
approximating as closely as is possible to
t&tmot their mother, of which they are de-
prived, and given to them in a method
by natuve,

:x:'-yly simulating that adopted e
upon & thickened vegetable “ psp,” whi b

4re brought or, rather, ;
is

and bottoms, baked flour, arrow-root, n?., will

advioe of some *‘skillie wife” may offer. *It
may be affirmed without dispute,” says Bouchut,
in his “ Maladies des Nouveaux Nés,” * that the
mortality of infants brought up by hand is far
beyond that of children re by wet-nurses,
and the greater number of such children die
from the consequences of inflammation of the
igestive g;;nga."
children who have passed through the
i.mmh‘ tg;:, n:inlil gn ldd:ose of two yemml of age,
pro; i olds an important relation as
a campei'n the induetion of diarrhcea.

The action of cold and damp weather on the
external surface of children is another cause of
diarrheea, just as we see the same arise from like
causes in adults, Children at the breast are not
so liable, however, to this combination of ac-
tions as elder children are; but, even in the
former, suddenly ohilling the exposed surfaces
ill induce catarrhal irritation of the bowels,
and inoreased secretion from their surface will
result. Infants are sometimes according to the
whim of the mether, clethed very warmly,
placed in a warm confined oradle, crib, or bas-
sinet rear the fire, heavy clothing thrown over
them, and there allowed to lie. Suddenly the
child wakes and ories, the clothes are rapidly
thrown off, the child taken out, removed to an-
other Jmt of the room, and put to the breast.
Should the presence of a stranger or other cir-
cumstance esuse interruption, it is often re-
moved from the room altogether, and subjected
to draughts and a lower degree of heat. ese
circumstances, too, will take place, not once, but
meany times a day; and it can be no wonder
that diarrhcea should be produeed. The well-
known influence of cold on the infantile system
is well shown by the researches of Villerm? in
France, and Quetelet in Belgium, which, con-
trary to those of Schiibler of Stuttgardt, of
Emerson of Philadelphia, and of Casper of
Berlin, ve that the maximam mortality
among ts occurs during winter : a conclusion
**in aceordance with physiological principles,
owing to the low state of the calorific function
at this period of life.’’(2) In other countries
infantile mortality is highest in the hottest

ther ; and Dr. O lieves the difference
have spoken of to arise from the bad custom
prevailing in certain Catholie eommunities,
and in those places where the rules of the Code
Napoleon are strenuously enforced, of exposing
the new-born infant to the rigour of the seasen,
in obeying the orders, &o., for civil registration
and the adoption of early baptism. ¢ In other
countries, where these practices are not adopted,
the mortality of infancy is decidedly lower, be-
cause the child is withdrawn from the injurious
effects of ecold. The balance of mortality in
other seasons, exeepting the summer, differs but
little from that of winter ; the fact is, infants are

(a) See the review of Casper’s work in the
forty-seventh number of ¢ Dr, Forbes' Journal.”

protect a child against the heat of summer .
the severe cold of winter.””—Op. g

It is during the middle and latter part of sums -
mer that diarrhcea is so frequent
children, and by which the rate of m
amongst them is gm:ldyminorened. You know,
of course, that, aceording to the season, so de
we have a prevalence of particular diseases, and,
with to some of them, it is casy %0 .
reason upon the cause and effect. But with
others it is not 80, and I am unable to tell you
why, all of a sudden, on some momming ia .
July or August, more than half the children who
are brought to the infirmary should be auffering ,
from intestinal diease. ey shall be brought
to you from all parts and quarters—have been .
fed or brought up most variously, in fact, be
placed under circumstances having no
relation save the air they breathe, and yet thane .
infants and children shall be suddenly attacked -
with diarrhcea. I have noticed omee or twige .
that, a few days before I had the apidemis .
diarrhees to treat, there has been muoh rain, I
think it not unlikely thst, after the eaturation of
the earth, and the great quantity of hlo
refuse it has at this season upon its , OB -
contains, with moisture, snd the after action of
the summer heat upon it, & kind of malarions
principle is impamJ to the atmosphere which
readily affects the highly sensitive system of the -
child, and has some remarkable but certainrelation
to its digestive mucous surface. However, this is
an assumption you may ref}ect, perhaps, witheut
much loss of truth, still I offer it for oo~ -
aideration, the more because Dr, Baly in his late
lectures, before the College of Physicians, on
dysentery, remarked, * From these facts, as well -
as from the consideration of the whole character .
of the disease, I infer that dysentery is always
zrodneed by a poison introduced into the system -

without, mgdtha zmc:t instanoes th: .

poison is genera e decomposition
matters contained in tbhye soil.” I am aware of
the numerous argaments which counld be brought
tga.im this view of the matter, but I think, if not
dlways, aften may dysentery so arise, and so
the more inflammatory diarrheea of infants .
children from a state of atm h-vmx‘:f
least a close relation to that which we un:
stand when we term it = malarious one, al. °
though it may not be exactly identical. I -
may state to you also, that between certain
forms of dysentery and of the emtere.colitis
of children there are close anatomieal rela-
tions, as also that *““so common is the union be-
tween remittent fever in all its forms and .
dysentery, and so evideml&‘m both diseases.
excited by the same cause, that some writers, as
‘Williams, Bancroft, &c., have believed dynutery
to be always, or in the mojority of instances, of
malarious origin.”” 8o do'we find that in the more
adynamic varieties of the remittent fever of
children the bowels are much disordered; the

stools are very offensive, watery, greenish, pre-

-~

v
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ceded by mnch»gri{)ing and flatulence, and fre-
uently passed involuntarily ; and in the chronic
?orm “lientery " supervenes. Upon these
goints, however, I must refer you for her in-
ormation to an able ‘article in the last number
of Forbes, and to Dr. Copland, on * Remittent
Fever in Children.” -

The next cause of diarrheea I have to mention,
and avery frequent and important one it is too,
is the travail of dentition. No one can doubt
for a moment that the irritation dependent on
the evolution of the first set of teeth may give
rise to any of the forms of the intestinal dis-
turbances - we have ~alreadz mentioned; but I

uestion very much-whether we do not go too

, in. this country, in so constantly ascribing
every form of diseased intestinal secretion during
the travail to the effects of the latter alone. It
is the habit with us to lay to the charge of the
dental evolution all and every one of the ills
which may happen to the child during its oc-
currence, whilst most of them are really but co-
incidental evils, whose origin lies elsewhere,
From our peculiar notions of the matter has
:ng that constant practice of depending upon

e gum-lancet as our pilot down this portion of
the stream of life, whilst in some other countries,
‘where quite the opposite views are held, scarifi-
cation of the gingival structures is but rarely
performed. We were quite sufficiently impressed
with the effects of certain local forms of irrita-
tion upon distant organs by sympathetic or re-
flex actions years ago, and of which our views
upon dentition and our operations on the gums
sufficiently proved. But we have been urged
forward so much further by some later physi-
ological doctrines that we seem to have merged
all our notions of the causes of disease into that
of mere rsflezion; and whilst we are told that
arthritis or gout is a malady * of a peculiar re-
flex action,” we are also advised,in relation to
our present subject, to lance the gums even twice
daily in urgent cases, and we have urged upon
us *‘ the promptitude, repetition, perseverance,
energy, and steadiness of purpose with which I
vecommend the measure.to be adopted.”” This
practice has been carried to the extent proved by
the following extract from a letter:—‘ We have
adhered rigidly to the rule prescribed since you
saw him. Icontinued the lancing of the gums
twice a day until yesterday, when I only did it
once; and the same to-day, as the gums were
divided, continue soft and open, and slightly
ulcorated.” —(See Marshall Hall.)

ted as are some of our notions about
dentition, there can be no doubt, as I have said,
that diarrhcea is of frequent occurrence during
its performance, and is often to be viewed as its
effect. But to indicate the exact relation which
exists between the intestinal affection and that
of the gums is a difficult matter, and, perhaps, at
the present admits of no perfect solution. We
find generally that the diarrheea is of a very mild
character atfirst, belonging rather to the sympa-
thetic type than to any other, and immelintely
ceasing on the protrusion of the teeth, But in
other cases, if the evolution of the teeth follow
quickly on each other, the diarrhcea is more pro-
longed, and changes into the true catarrhal form.
In neither of these cases, however, have we any
reason to believe that any appreciable morbid
?ucti:rd lesion of the intestine ensued.
at extreme cases, especially amongst the
poorer children, neglected hygienimn;nog: mal-
treated therapeutically, the intestinal irritation
will pass into true entero-colitis, and the life of
the child mdyn actually succumb, It has been
asserted that during dentition there is a great
proneness to disordered action of the pancreas,
owing to its close relations with the salivary
organs, and that there is great reason for supposing
several forms of diarrhcea, which are then com-
mon, to be dependent on a super and morbid se-
cretion of the tic juice. It will be gene-
rally found, I think, that it is chiefly during the
cutting of the canine teeth that the most trouble-
some intestinal disturbance ensues.

Some have regarded the diarrheea of difficult

dentition purely as & nervous or sympsthetic

phenomenon, proeeedin'i either from translated
irritation from the mouth and gums, or as a sort
of reflex action radiating from these places as a
centre, Others consider a real inflammatory
state of the intestinal lining membrane exists,
productive of the diarrheea. Another view has
been advanced by Billard, which is, that the
travail of dentition and diarrheea are two coin-
cident physiologic actions having no relation to
each other as cause and effect. You will discern
his views, perhaps, the better if I translate bhis
own words :—* We may say that nature has
fixed for the same epoch the development of all
parts of the digestive np})mtus, for it is at this
time that the salivary glands acquire a greater
size, and secrete saliva in greater abundance.
This coincidence in_the normal development of
the teeth and in the increase of volume and
action of the follicles may explain the connection
which exists between dentition and the serous
dejections which happen to infants at this period.
We thus easily explain that kind of sympathy
noticed by authors between the evolution of the
first teeth and the disorders of the digestive tube,
without having recourse to those kinds of hypo-
theses too often made use of in the explanation
of the phenomena of life. There is here a coin-
cidence, or, if it is preferred, a functional and
morbid sympathy, simply because there is a coin-
cidence of development.”

Bouchut has lately made some researches at
the Hapital Necker upon the connection between
dentition and diarrheea, which 1 have put into
the tabular form before you for simplicity of re-
ference :— : .
( 26 were free from all indisposition,
38 were restless, griped, aad

slight diarrhcea.

46 had more severe diarrheea. :

19 the diarrheea began at the mo-
ment of the gingival irritation,
stopped when it ceased, and
began anew on its superven-
tion,

the dentitien was very laborious,
the diarrhees prolonged, gra-
dually assuming inflamma
characters, and terminating in

\ entero-colitis.

In this country especially the power of the in-
testinal entozoa in giving rise to disease, both of
the digestive organs and other portions of the
body, has long been held as nearly equivalent to
that of teething—in the minds of some persons as
even more 80; ong the lower order particularly
the cause of the disease for which the child is
brought to you is constantly indicated by the
mother’s phrases, “I think she has got worms,
8ir,” or *I think it must be his teeth, Sir;”
nearly cverything has at one time or other been
laid to their charge. Insome places, as at Paris,
however, quite the opposite view has been held,
and the various symptoms and sympathetic phe-
nomena laid down by many writers as indicative
of, or prod\iced by, * worms,”” have been regarded
as chimerical, whilst in some other parts of
France they believe in their effects as much as
we do. Facts I have not time to dwell upon
seem to prove that there are certain countries or
localities in particular climates in which ver-
minous affections are very common, even en-
demie, whilst in others they are very rare; and
this will account for many of the opposed state-
ments met with in the writings of the Parisian
physicians to those of some of the French * de-
partements.” Whilst in Paris verminousdisorders
are rare, they are common in Holland, Switzer-
land, Sweden, and many parts of Germany ; very
frequent in England, especially in the fenny and
damper districts; and are met with in the west
and south of France. T'enia solium is endemic
at Vienna; may be said to be so at Constanti-
nople, and at Cairo, in which latter place, it is
said, one-fourth of the population are affected
with it. According to the ‘Recueil”’ of the
Council of Het;lt.h of “tllﬁll’renc'l;l army, tenia
appears to attack particularly the soldiers serving
in Algeria. While the military hospitals of the
interior of France afforded but two casee in from

Out of
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cases,
In( o8

1840 to 1846, and the hospitals of the Isle of
Conicar not cme,l th(oseL i’xtii 18463 f"li'rhnhhed
thirty-four examples (vo) o . The pea-
santry of the 1 are uninfested ‘worms,
whilst their neighbours, the Swiss, are frequently
affected. In England, Lancashire is the county,
the inhabitants of which are most affected b

worms. .. Here the climate is mild and moist, an:

the high hills running along its eastern boundary
arrest the clouds which come from the Atlantic,
and produce more abundant rain’than in other
more eastern of England. These circum-
stances are sufficient to show you how variable
may be opinions upon the effects produced by

rms

worms,

With regard to their production of diarrhees,
1 may remark that you will find that, after some
degree of constipation has existed in older chil-
dren, mtl:ﬁy become often subject to more frequent,
but s stools, chiefly of the mucous variety,
unattended with sickness and griping. e-
times blood is mixed with the gi mucus.
In such cases, although some are
found mixed with the small, frequent glairy mo-
tions, it is often not until an anthelminthic purga-
tive has been given that the true cause of the
malady is seen. Then the frequent sero-mucous
motions are found loaded with ascarides, whose

revious irritative action on the mucous of
Eheir domicile can be readily imagined. Ina
cases on record far more serious effects have re-
sulted than such as I have just mentioned ; and
Charcelly and Mondi¢re have shown that dy-
sentery, intestinal uloeration, and perforation
may éven be produced. Upon these cases, how-
ever, I cannot dwell, nor u the intaudni
example given by Tormelé, which will fin
in the third volume of Rilliet Barthez. I
may also ref(e)rhﬁou to the new work “ On the
Diseases of Children,” edited by M. Fabre, now
in course of publication, and those of who
are French scholars will do well to provide your-
selves with it, :

Such, as I have told you, then, are the chie
causes of simple, uncomplicated disrrhcea, and
almost any of them .may give rise to any form,
whiether of the sinsplest sympathetie or most jn-
flammatory type. An exaggeration or :
tion of ecause will induce an exaggeration of or s
more intense form of disease. I might, it is true,
have indieated some other presumed causes, but
upon these iny experience will not allow me
to decide. Rosen aflirms that mental disturbance,
vt Bttt grest Maght and ialent paseien
and Bouchut, that great fright an ent passion
will do the nme.gr'el'he latter remarks that it
may be caused by the visits and in tion of
the medical attendant, and by which the child is
teased, as also by the dread of, and suffering
from, a mrsi‘:l‘opeution. ] have seen, more
than once, diatrrhces supervene after the opening
of purulent collections in the neck. At the mo-
ment of its performance the child, surprised and
agitated, covered with perspiration, passes its
freces and urine, and a few hours afterwards
diarrheea is set up, which continues for ome or
two days.” ('Mnfndu des Nouveaux Nés.)

DUMAS ON ORGANIC CHEMISTRY,
No. XXXIV,
(Continued from p. 111.) .

THE PABRICATION OF MANURRS— (confinued). .

One of the best known and most frequently
empl of the manures is, une
doubtedly, the powder, procured from the soil .
taken from our privies, and in which the earthy
phosphates are found combined with various
fecundating animal matters.

A vast species ofmufutoz, situated at the
very gates of Paris, gives to the frecal matters
which would otherwise be wasted, as we find to
be the case in most of the capitals of Europe, &
very great value, by reducing them to a form
which renders their transport easy. We must,
however, acknowledge that the means employed
for preparing this powdeved manure, at Ma
faucon, are very
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cxpr:fd{h chosen for the tod wasting a
t ose gases most vegetation,
fﬁi at the same time of infecting the environs
and some of the most populous quarters of Paris.
Still, as it is better to employ even this process
than altogether to lose the fiecal matters, we
shall proceed rapidly to describe its several

Ee preparation of these matters is effected by
means of six or seven large basins, which should
be as acc closed as ible, inasmuch as
they have to contain the tainted liquors, and are
raised above the surrounding habitations. More-
over, we can, at will, make these basins com-
municate one with another., One of the basins,
situated about thirty-five métres above the level
of the Beine, is much more elevated than the
others, and is of a much larger size, It is into
this reservoir that are emptied the sewage
matters or night-soil, brought from the town by
means of large casks ‘ or vessels belonging to an
especial class of contractors. These contractors
undertake the emptying of the privies, and the
removal of the solid and liquid matters, in con-
sideration of a fixed payment made by the pro-

prietors,
The basin into which the soil is emptied is
ar in form; it is nearly one hundred
métres in 1 and fity or sixty in width,
being also about ten meétres in Itisin
this gum that theliquid becomes separated from
the solid portion by a process of simple decanta-
tion. The fluid parts are carried off by means
of asubterraneous tube into one of the lower
basins ; but, before their withdrawal, they are
strained through a coarse kind of sieve, which
retains the more solid matters; should any,
however, , they become deposited in the
lower basins. eullal , five or-i: inx;:mber,
are from to eighty square mdtres in size,
but they n?:{en d ?hnn that which receives
the soil in the first instance, inasmuch as they
are intended to retain much less of the solid
matter. -Ag we have already said, these basins
commynicate ene with another,, and are so ar-
ranged as to allow of the complete d tion of
the matters held in suspension by the liquid
‘which escapes from the superior reservoir,

The fluid matters thus run successively through
all the basins, excepting that which is in course
of working, and, after this long passage, the
liquid is again strained through a fine sieve, and
then carried off by a pipe into a drain which
conveys it to the river. We may imagine that
the lower basins will be a very long time before
they become filled with solid matters, and in fact
they scarcely require emptiing once & year;
-omotimu,ind:ﬁ.theym eft for two or even

.

three years. .

‘When a basin is ready, we allow it to settle
for some days; then, by means of a pump or
archimedean screw, we force out the liquid from
the basin about to be emptied into the next one
in succession, provided the difference in level is
not sufficiently great for this draining to be
effected without the aid of such means. Each
basin is emptied in its tur, so soon as it has
become thgegnt into which the liquids are dli-
rected from the upper large reservoir. This
latter itself, when sufficiently filled with solid
matters, which usually about
fourth or fifth month, is draeied of its excess of
liquid, and emptied in the same manner és the
lower basins. :
Mrmmthe bad arrangement of the basins at

ontfaucon, it is necessary to continue emptying
the soil into the u; reservoir, even during the
period of its working, taking care, however, im-
mediately to separate the most hqnid’rgcn. and
to direct it into the lower basins. is stage
might be rendered much more easy and regular,
by forming two reservoirs for receiving the
matters in the first instance; thus, whilst the
emptying of the first was being effected, we might
turn the soil into the other.

The working or emptying of the basins is done
in a very simple manner. When the matter is
sufficiently drained, we commence by opening
the passage leading to the bottom of the reser-

voir, and then gradually remove all the matter;
the carts, when filled, are driven to an adjoinin,
open 8 of ground, where the matter is spreaﬁ
out to become thoroughly dried. The following
is the mode in which this desiccation is effected :
—The feecal matter is regn]ar? spread over the
whole surface of the ground ; then, after the
1 of a few hours, it is raked over, so as to
h the surface, and thus accelerate its desic-
cation ; this raking is repeated at various inter-
vals, until the soil seems sufficiently dried. We
then %nher the matter into a heap, and at a fa-
vourable opportunity it is spread out once more
in a thin layer, and triturated under the foot, so
as to reduce it to a coarse powder; we now se-
parate the pebbles and other hard substances,
and finally pass it through a sieve.

The paog‘:id sﬁnan:n may n:lw be considered

repared, an t for icultural purposes.
QVhi.le being kept for ul:,sx? is not unegmmonly
found in heaps of two or three thousand cubic
matres in sixe.

There are daily carried to Montfaucon about
600 cubic metres of solid and liquid matters,
which ultimately yield at the most 100 cubic
métres of powder. During the last few years, in
consequence of some experiments made in l:i
laboratory by M. Jacquemard, the liquid, whi
u':rmmal’ "t i-fnow eonvfmdth to a

purfon. of it serves for the pre-
paration of sul hwp:;tammonin and some other
ammoniacal salts, A manufactory, constructed
on the spot, is appropriated to this object; but
cert+inly not more than 90 or 100 métres of urine
are thus consumed ; the remainder, as we have
already said, is carried towards the Seine.
‘Within a short time no doubt the improvements
in this branch of art will lead to the economiza~
tion of all the ammonia of these liquids, and even
of the other salts which they contain; for it is
very probable that, if, after removing the am-
monia by means of lime, as is usually done, we
were to employ the residue in watering some
kinds of meadow lands, &c., we should derive
great benefit from the practice, for this residue
contains all the hates, the greater part of
the alkaline salts, and even some of the organic
m'l"htf.. wder, prepared in th. ha
powder, e manner we have
ingmted. :ﬁlh l::r afbout 4f, 50c. the Aectolitre.
uring the last few years, it is true, some
attempts have been made to carry on this 8-
ration of manures in the midst of the Forest of
Bondy, and extensive works have been erected
in that locality. M. Mary, an engineer of the
town, is now constructing a pipe of large dia-
meter, for the p of conveying to Bondy
the liquids previously separated by standing in a
basin, The transport and disintection of the
solid matters (which will be thus reduced to
about a fifth part) must by this means become

eomgtntively easy. .

e arrangement of the basins at Bondy is su-
perior to that at Montfaucon, in thissense, that
there are at the former place two complete sys-
tems; but the differences in level are less consi-
derable, a condition which will necessitate a
greater amount of manual labour. A drain,
already formed, will conduct the liquid matters
into a sewer at La Villetts, which empties itself

every | into the Seine, below the city of Paris, The

urine will thus be lost, as is now the case at
Montfaucon, notwithstanding that it contains an
amount of nitrogen, co: ding in value to at
least three times that of all the feecal matters re-
duced into powder. There is no doubt but that
some day this source of wealth will be turned to
profitable account, instead of being allowed to
run waste towards the river ; already, indeed
myforeeeetwowzu of u.m:ﬁ it. The one of
these purposes is indicated by the very position of
the basins at Bondy, which overlook the entire
plain of Saint Denis; we might thus employ
these waters in the irrigation of this tract of
land, and so considerably augment its fertility.
Should it be necessary to dilute the urine with
a certain proportion of water, 80 as to render its
action less energetic, the proximity of the canal
and the height of its waters, which are above the

= ]
level of the basins, would render this operation
remarkably easy. The quaatity of sewage water,
which might thus be made use of, is so con-
siderable, that it would serve for the irrigation
of a plain four or five times the extent of of
Saint Denis. There is also another mode in
which the urine might be usefully employed :
namely, in the manufacture of sulphate of am-

monia.

Ever since the p of chemistry has de-
monstrated the pouxlm’ ity of appl{ing this salt
to the fertilization of lands, a hosto iments
on this mlgfeci have mln mcnnicd cimi: varioupl
countries urope. , its employ-
ment seems to have led to the best results. In
France, also, numerous scientific and practical
men have applied themselves to the same ques-
tion, and appear to have obtained equally happy

Among other trials on a hf scale, we may
instance those performed by M. Kulhmaon, of
Lille, and also by M, Schattenman,

If, then, as everything would lead us to belisve,
-uelghate of ammonia may be regarded as the
richest known manure, since it contains twenty-
one per cent. of nitrogen, we see at once the im~
mense profit that the urines of Montfaucon or of.
Bondy might be turned to, bymlﬁml::lg then
into the above salt by the action of uric
acid. We will now attempt to show by
that, even in the actual state of thi and not-
withstanding the addition of sulphuric acid and
imcnonia. mighs be livered” st vuch ' Sgure
ammo t i at s a
that it wo:l)&%eeome more economical than most
other manures, Even at the price which this
salt now-a-days commands, it might often be
made to enter into conjunction with other
manures.;

Let us, in fact, compare the sulphate of am-
monis with the powdered manure of Montfaucon.
The lveui: price of this salt, when perfectly
pure and white crystals, is about 60 f. per
100 kilogrammes ; it contains nearly twenty-one
per ocent. of niuog. The powdered manure
sells at about 4f, 50c. the 100 kilogrammes, and,
fi .tfwmb 1-8 mfdh’m'
requently contains but 1- cent, of nitrogen.
Now,mp{:mingtlnt the vla’le\:e of a manure be
exactly proportioned to the quantity of nitrogen
which it contains, it follows that 100
of the sulphate would uce the same effect a8
1300 kil es of the powder. This, there-
fore, amounts to sa; t 60f, worth of the
former is pretty nearly equivalent to 60f. worth
of the latter

e 3

It is true that the efficacy of the powdered
manure does not depend solely on the nitrogen
which it contains, but that we must also take
account of its salts, which render it an excellen
corrective for most kinds of lands. ‘This powder,
moreover, contains some c matters, which
certainly modify the properties of the water and
of the air which are bed by the roots. But,
as the expense of t of the sulphate of
ammonia would not amount to one-tenth part of
that of the powdered manure, and as the matters
which furnish the other elements than thenitrogen
may be procured at 8 much lower cost, we may
hope that the employment of theabove salt, com-
bined with that of earth, turf, or powdered bones,
will lead to the most ecomomical and ad-
vantageous results. The tgrm of the sulphate
above indicated is that of the commercial article;
should, however, this ealt find a new source of
consumption in agriculture, its cost might be
reduced to 40f., or even lower.
‘We shall not here dwell upon the mode of
manufacture of the sulphate of ammonia, but
shall merely add, that the urine brought to
Montfaucon would suffice for the preparation of
more than two millions of kil es of sul-
phate of ammonia, representing in the amount
of its nitrogen twenty-s1x millions of kilogrammes
g}:powdered manure, or near upon 100 millions

kilogrammes of ordi dung. We may judge,
by these figures, of what importance it would -
the agriculturist to resolve in & sati
this question as_to, the employment of
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she sulphate of ammonia, and to confirm by a

well-eonducted series of experiments the suc-
results which some individuals have ob-
from its use.

The next question that presents itself, is as to
She manner in which the sulphate of ammonia is
40 be applied to the land ? is is a point, how-
ever, which has not yet been satisfactorily re-
;tgved. Sc::xle have rec&mmended it tgf be em-

in solution, in the proportion of one or
two’:rtl to the 1000 of water ; but this proceed-
ing eannot be applied in all localities j whilst, in
ingtance, it would necessitate a consider-
amount of manual labour. It is probable

we might obtain equally good results, with-

Qut 80 ¢ an expense, by sowing it eitherin a
zpdlibcty, or mixed with earth or chalk, at
seme time taking care to choose a favourable
iod, so that the mtl'phate shall not prove

to vegetation by its too grest emergy.

therto, however, the attempts which have been
msade with it, under this form, have not been

%Wﬁd.
e know the great advantage which animal
dack—the residue from u:g:r—btkerien. &o,—
presents a8 & manure, and the immense profits
which result from its empleyment. But, unfor-
Amnately, this animal ppatter is of a somewhat
Qx| ve nature, .and commerce furnishes us
ith s quantity. but very insufficient for agricul-
tyral purpeses; an ides was therefore entertained
of forging o manuxe which should poesess al-
maoet identical p ties, and which might be
sble to. replace it, by turning to acoount the
fipcal matters disinfected by a cheaply-p
Jind of charcoal. This new manure, which is
otlled animaliced dlack or charcoal, is made from
tnef which is carbonized and then mixed with
sewage matter; we thus produce a substance
gsing weveral of the properties of the animal
! of our sugar-bakeries, In both ¢ases, we
have an absorbent powder, somewhat like char-
#oal, which takes up the ammoniacal compounds
are formed, and which yields

%ﬂqﬁm b gradually and alo
. in bug v .
ow, this :fowneu anegyreguluity in the grlz-

yotion of ammeonia form,
principal reasons that give to the black of our
sugar-bakeries a value, a8 a manure, much
gwmr than what would appear to be indicated

by the table of equivalents, This slownesa in de-
pomposition is especially advantageous in thecases
of we gre lipetﬂng. for the sole inconve-
nleaee in the employmens of fecal matters, when
mdtb“ramnm ing to the ordinary
me consists in their too rapid gnd epergetic

ﬁthe fabriestion of this manure, we muat
waake choiee of en earth as rich as possible in
erganic remains, so that it may, by carboniza-
m, furnish a sufficient quantity of charcoal;
is further necessary that it should be capable
of being readily divided and pulverized, and that,
during calcination, it be not formed into solid
masees, as happens when the earth is of too

ohgy [

e must, however, acknowledge that, even
der the most favourable conditions, this cax-
nised earth is far from being able to compare,
8o far as regards its absorbent properties, with

probably, one of the

animsl charcoal, and haps,mthiumot, possi
the processes now emfloyod might be to

undergo some modification. 8till, the plan,

commonly inp vogue, furnishes us with a ear-

bonised earth of a price sufficiently moderate to

render its employment exizemely advantageous.

Thismnmon. indeed, seems to us the best

?u be substituted for that of the powdered
ung.

By the employment of the carbonized earth, we
are consequently enabled to produce a manure,
rich in nitrogen, which retains and turns to
profit all the animal substances of the fiecal mat-
ters, and which, moreover, presents itself ander
& pulverulent form, very convenient for the pur-
pose of its application. This manure, which is

- pufficiently valuable to render it an article of

ecommerce, may be manufsctured with Y
thas is to say, in one mousth in summer, @fin

twe months in winter, and its mode of fabyication
does away with every smell which could prove
jurious  to the swurrounding neighbourhood.
The preparation of the powdered dung, on the
contrary, requires an infinitely longer time, while
the greater part of the ammoniacal compounds
becomes lost and disengaged in the atmosphere.
As to the products obtained by these two
systems of manufacture, they have a nearly
equal value, or the animalized black is in
eneral even the richer of the two; we can, in
t, scarcely fail in giving to it, in the dry state,

a richness in nitrogen se&unl to at least three per
cent., and it is but seldom that the powdered
manure of commerce contains so e an
amount. It is true, that in the powder of
Belloni, MM. Payen and Boussingault found
close 4°4 per cent. of nitrogen, in the dry
state; but that of Montfaucon contains only
2:67 par cent. at the most. The mean of nitrogen
inthese powdered manures may then be set
down at 2 or even at 1'6 per cent., in the dry

atate.

‘We muat, however, acknowledge that, rz
reason of the mode of [abrication of owde!
manure, it contains, in a concentrated form, the
salts and phoaphates of a large part of the feecal
matters, and these phosphates, perhaps, give to
it, beyond an equsl richness in nitrogen, a value
greater than that of the animalized black, which
contains these phosphates in much smaller
quantity, Still, I do not think that this disad-
vantage, in 8o far as regards the animalized

, can be very great, for, on comparing the
analyses, we find that the relation of nitrogen to
phosphorus is nearly the same in feecal matters,
and in a very great number of vegetables.
Hence it follows that the quantity of animalized
black, which will bf:tauﬂ“i’::iien.t to fumiih the
nitrogen necessary for producing a good ecrop,
shou:fd also yield to it the amount of 'pimsphl'u
which it ought to countain. 8till, it is true that
theanimalizedhlmkiant,serhnpo, in this re-
spect a perfect manure, and that, its richness
being greater with reference to its ni

vegetation, it becomes neeeoang, a8 with many
other manures, to mix it with some supple-
mentary substance. To facilitate this species of
calculations, we ought to form, for the timunpal
mineral substances which enter into the eom-
position of vegetables, tables of equivalents
gimilar to those which have been already made
for that most useful of all principles—the ni-
trogen. The definitive rank of a manure would
then depend on the position which it asight hold
in ’E:ch of these tables, _ ing e wui
e processes used in aring the animal
black, at th;e 1:'1(:1'13 <:lf Mu?rlggmnnsia;:lnd Com-
pany, may be divided into two principal stages :
the thm_:tion of the feecal matters from the cess-
pool, and their removal to the manufactory;
then, their transformation into manure. Before
removing them from the pit, these matters have
X e suseance ployed for this
‘Two substances are employed f is purpose,
and with prett'x‘equal saccess. The first is the
residue from
the protoxide of iron, which may generally be
procured at a very trifling expense. Whereit is
ible to select these residual matters, we
should make chaice of those which have least
acidity, and which contain the greatest posesible
amount of vJ)etoxide of iron, and sometimes also
of zine, We can readily understand the mode
of Actio!l: aof these salts. loved at th
nother preparation, ofien employed at the
above manufactory for the same purpose, is a
solution of the foregoing matter whieh is po
into the pit, and to whieh is added, also in solu-
tion, an equal quantity of common soap. We
have thus formed a met:ﬁgﬂ olflm.' vhi;o:
appears to become more ily decompye
than the mlgham under the influence of hydro-
sulphuric acid and of hydrosulphate of ammonia,
In all cases, the soap and fatty liquids are of use
in this o&ention for the purpose of forming, over
the sur i

oo of the soil, an ol us layer,
whmhpmenllthpdiﬁuhuathoh%v-

the matters are

than | has a slight in¢lination down
with regard to the other principles useful to | len; light do

sulphuric acid, and of the vapours of hydro-
sulphate ¢f ammonia.

'ﬁu‘: operation of disinfeotion transforms the
volatile ammoniacal salts which exist in the
frecal matters into a fixed salt, that is to say, intd
sulphate of ammonia. :

"Phe fimcal matters sre extrasted from the e
by means of a bucket affixed to a chain,
moved by a wineh. This machine is made to
occupy as little space as possible, and it can thus
be employed in almost all houses. The pits
should {miéz deepi’ i)r l;ollowed. qu:]:t ltiheui ot
tom, so as to e of preserving the liq H

c:ﬁ?u evpented frosm becomi
too thick, Without these precantions the
would have to be extracted in the ordinsry way.
When .drawn from the pit, the matters are
em&tied at once from the buckets into casks,
without being for an instant exposed to the con-
tact of the air : for the whole machine is guarded
by » tin covering, and the gases which are dis-
engaged from the fiecal matters are compelled,
before reaching the air, to traverse a appa-
ratus containing chloride of lime.

The operation is often performed in this
manner in the open day, and the di
gdour wonlﬁ.s ;::11 account ofbltho tin oofnnn' g, be

ut very slightly perceptible, even if the
caution, ’wm not uioptl:d of d::&fectmgm
matters before withdrawing them from the pjt.

The fiecal matters are then transported to the
manufactory where they are to be converted into
manure mixed with carbonized eu-&. for
disinfection produced by the sulphate of iron
not of & permanent ocharacter. The soil is, there-
fore, turned into basing, and by means of a shovel
weadd to it nearly an equal valume of carbonised
earth ; we mix the whele as ¥ a8 i

with a L iron rod, then leave the matter to
settle, and {,aﬁer raking it up at the most
elevated part of the bottom of the vessel, we

allow the liquid which still remains to escape by
means of small doors. To facilitate this
draining of the liquid, the lower part of the basin

along its entire

mau:i- is th agod iaedlmkl e l;lo
atters is then upon a impermeal

soil beneath a shed or coveriuf. and dried in the
air, care being taken frequently to rake over er
renow the surface. When it is sufficiently dried,
we add to this firs¢ pixture & second time jts
yolume of fcal matters, gnd

former instence, This pracess is repeated until -
the earth forms but ubo’;n a fourth o?tl;c-l
abtained produot, which, in gener es place

after the third addition, previded the operation
be properly eonducted, and especially where the
fecal matters which are émployed contain a large
proportion ot;l solid e{ll:\ou.d the loymen
operation which, undey em t
of carbonized earth, gives out but a vex? ifli
odour, consumes about & month in summer,
$two months in winter. e most favoursble
season for the fabrication of this manure is the
spring, and we ghould, if possible, take advan-
tage of that period for forming our principal

:; t:o ﬁl;: carboniged earth iz;.lf. it ua:d -
mesly pumedinjmor n pots, but M.
Barennet has substituted for this prooess a species
of oven, which is much more eoppomical. This
oven is composed of eeveral inclined frames or
shelves, around which the fire is made to play,
and upon Yhich the earth is placed. The upper
shelves haye sn iron bottom, but the lower one
is entirely constructed of hard bricks. When
the earth contained in the lower frame is suf-
ficiently heated, thas is to say, whenitis of a
dark-red colour, it is to be withdrawn from the
oven, and the eontents of the upper divisions are
to be raked down into the lower ones, whilst, at
the same time, we introduce s fresh charge ihto
the uppermost box. We thus charge the oven at
intervals of three quarters of an hour to an hour
each. On its removal from the oven, the earth
% into b:?ni:max:::’dWhge it iy alle‘wed to oo?l

out bei to the air. fo0m 8 it
is cald, it is ressly fox use in oll thepe canes Veliye

e fabrieation of the sulphate of | stoek




THE MEDICAL TIMES.

198

we wish to tumn its absarbent power to ac-

t.

”ﬂa ¢arth which we employ should be sifted,
snd reduced to as fine a powder as ible.
Fhat of a clayey nature is good, as the ash which
»wh prodthucu 18 ﬁneru .:gh more absorbent; but,

en the pro on 0! is too great, it is apt
$o form ihdlpgn'to brick-like cakes—an accident
which we must endeavour to avoid.

A little carbonate of lime, when mixed with
the earth, augments its power of division and
tenders it smoother ; we must, however, add but

nlz::nﬂ quaatity, for, should there be much
]‘i.lue ed by the calcination, it might tend to
dissipate the ammonia at the moment of the ad-
wmixture of the earth with the feecal matters.

It is further advisable that the earth should be
somewhat moist when earbonised, for the watery
vapour which is di when it reaches the
lower shelves, draws with it the air which is

und in the interstices of the earth on the upper

ivisions. In this way, the carbonization is
effected almost entirely free from air; whereas,
when the earth is too dry, it almost always
happens that, in place of becoming carbonized, it
burns in the lower ahelf, although it may be only
haf Syt heigh able of

oven, six métres in height, is ‘capable o

carbonizing, in the twenty-four hours, five or six
oubjo métres of esrth.

LEGTURES ON GENERAL PATHOLOGY’
DELIVERED TO THE
PACULTY OF MEDICINE
DURING THR PRESENT YBAR,

By PROFESSOR ANDRAL.
Roported for the Medical J{;"ﬁ:’ D, M'CARTHY, M.D.

Seconp Skrres, Cuarrer L. (concluded).

Various sorts of gas can be expelled from the
stomach by eructation. Thus, atmospheric air,
carhonie or hydrosulphurie acid, may be rejected
and carry with them a certain amount of a very

acrid fluid : this pathological fact takes the name | be

of heartburn (ad'qi;;wn). en gas
uring gastric digestion, it is always a symptom
of a morbid state of the di tivg orgayns.p
cancer, during the first period of the disease,
eructation of isa uent symptom; but as
the malady advances it is attended with the re-
turn of more or less acrid matter. When the
stomach is empty, eructation is also met with,
but is more ?e«gx:nt in general neurosis, as in
zzstacnﬁ,fot instance, than in maladies of the
mach,

Gases may also accumulate in the stomach,
and, when not expelled, distend it to such a
e that the organ may burst; this occur-
rence—extremely rare in man, but which has
}{een}nAown todocsceur (vlig: “ Archive% deslédAe:
e, Aug. an t., 1842, a paper T. A.
ﬁfé_vre) —is far gom nncon?mon inymimnls,
pa.rtl.clm ularly oxtgn':ll
pection of the epigastric region leads often
?) the detection of etlt)nnom-, ol;‘es;.lhei: size and
orm, and at once causes the presence of fistula
to be re . Palpation of the same region
shows if the viscus be tender on pressure or
not, and permits the physician to feel the pre-
sence of tumours, genen{l'y formed by cancer. A
:ﬁmog.r in this part may not, however, be always
e sign of malignant disease; a singular case
was published in the ¢ Gazette Médicale,” for
Anugust, 1847, in which hair had been swallowed,
and formed im the stomach a hard swelling,
which was mistaken for cancer. The changes of
position of the abdominal viscera due to their
state of vacuity or repletion alsp modify con-
tinually the situation of tumours of the stomach,
80 as to render their detection a matter of some
difficulty, and requiring re, d examinations
before a definitive opinion be expressed. Can-
ogrs of the stomach are usually uneven, move-

y dull ‘on] percussion

When gas is emitted

ve 7

those ing to the liver are immoveable and

completely .
orbid distention of the stomach will be re-
cognised by the form of the enlargement, and
the sound produced by succussion ; it may be
groduced by pyloric obstruction, by morbid ad-
esions between the stomach and the colon or
liver, by destruction of the muscular coat in the
neighbourhood of the pylorus—the re-
maining unobstructed, by atrophy or nlyshthof
en the

the muscular coat of the organ.
pylorus is obstructed, the distention of the sto-
mach is réadily accounted for; but when the
remains free, 4 portion of the muscular
m destroyed by cancer, we must admit
that_%hﬁei en : ment h”ofu&:lsgm from thl:o ;m-
possibility of the progress entar us,
uf“:h hence itapaecumulation and the dinytention
of the cavity. Percussion permits us to recognise
in the ttomtzch the presence of fluids and of gas ;
in hypochondriasis, gastric flatulency may be
demonstrated by percussion, and is often suf-
ficiently notable to produce dyspncea. Succus-
sion, also, is sometimes very useful to the
diagnosis; in pyloric cancer, for instance, it pro-
duces a gurgling sound, which is almost pathog-
nomonic of the disease,
SIGNS FURNISHED BY EXPLORATION OF THE
INTESTINES.

The sensibility of the intestines may be in-
creased by disease ; it is more increased, how-
ever, in colitis than in enteritis. In subjects
affected with typhoid fever we observe great
differences in this respect, some experiencing
little or no pain ; others, on the contrary, suffer-
ing considerably on the slightest pressure over
the abdomen, and particularly over the ileo-cecal
region ; these differences are to be explained by
the more or less superficial nature of the
ulcerationa: when they are deep, and repose
upon the peritoneum, they are usually accom-

anied with great tenderness of the abdomen.

n the enteritis which is so frequently observed
during the last stage of consumption, the pain is
sometimes very great, for the reason above
stated. In acute colitis, dysentery for instance,
the patients complain of great pain, not precisely
on pressure, but in paroxysms ; the suffering can
traced from the cecum to the rectum, and
causes a sense of weight and spasmodic con-
tractions of & very distressing nature. In chronic
colitis more pain is present than in chronic en-
teritis, Persons who have had dysentery some-
times preserve a morbid sensibility of the intes-
tines, and their motions are most painful,
guticularly when the bowels are slightly con-

ned—a state of things which requires the com-
bined exhibition of aperfents and narcotics.
Intussusception is also productive of much suf-
fering, and is attended with obstinate vomiting
and other symptoms of strangulation. Accumu-
lation of solid matter or of gas may be equally
productive of sain: but tubercles, or cancer of
the intestines, do not cause pain ; except, indeed,
cancer of the rectum. 'We should also add, that
in cancer of the intestines pain is always observed
whenever the disease causes obstruction of the
tube and Pptevents the progress of the alimentary
bolus. Piles, occasioning congestion of the rec-
tum, may also occasion intestinal suffering; and
the bumi.l:hg in which attends fissura ani is
special to that malady. .

Most intestinal pains bear the name of eolic,
to which is superadded an epithet—bilious, in-
flammatory, nervous, &c.—todesignate its nature.
Nervous colic, or enteralgia, may arise spon-
taneously, and is remarkable sometimes by its
extreme intensity and the faintness which it
produces ; it is occasionally the result of rheu-
matism; and in the disease called * colic of
Madrid” it is due to the sudden changes of
temperature frequently noticed in the climate of
that eity. In the neighbourhood of the Gan,

a similar form of colic is also observed, under
the influence of the same causes. In colica pic-
tonum enteralgia is also present; it is not alwa

relieved by pressure, but pressure certainly di-
minishes the sufferings of the patient during
their exacerbations. e form of the abdomen

tracted, as it hasbeenso

Nervous colic has been known to assume an epi-

demic form, at sea, for instance, after the pre-

valence of cold winds. In the colic ca by

copper the pain is also very great, but is accom-

panied by diarrhcea, and the disease certainly
{nflammation

participates more of the nature of
RIGNS FURNISHED BY THE ALVINE EVACUATIONS,

in this disease is not changed nor its walls re-
often stated,

than of that of neurosis.
bnormal

ege evacuations may escape from al
orifices, ggm fistule zgmttlfdb‘l’:d ‘tihe abdom.i.g:l
walls or from openingsinto the er, vagine, &o.
The anus may be imperforate in new-born chil-
dren, &c. e stools may be suppressed in in-
testinal disease, at the outset of entero-colitis, or,
after diarrheea or purgatives, in enteralgia and
colica’pictonum ; they also are absent when the
passage through the intestines is obstructed,
l;vrrl;latever !.helc?l\.ue of the Ob'ui‘mﬁ;:r;ﬂ in oen-“

or spinal disease, occasionin ysis
the muscular coat of the intestigea; or when
spasmodic contraction of a partof the intestines
interferes with the passage of the mat:er con-
tained within their cavity. In diseases not affect-
ing primarily the bowels we also ma‘oﬁnd sup-
pression of the motions; thus the bowels ate
usually constipated in peritinitis, or diseases of
the stomach, &e.

The increase of the alvine disch bears the
name of diarrhea. Thus, in enteritls, whenever
the follicles are enlarged, diarrhcea generally ag;
pears; this we observe in chronic diarrhees,
cholera, &c. These diarrheeic stools may consist
of mucous matter, or of a bilions flux, which
does not by any means require intestinal in-
flammation for its production, but may simtgly
result from increuex hepatic secretion. In other
instances the increased number of the motions
is caused entirely by a greater activity of the
peristaltic contractions of the intestines—a fact
we often notice as a consequence of mental
emotion, and in the diarrhtesa of children,
without the interference of inflammation. The
quality of alvine discharges may also be
modified. They may, for instance, contain un-
digested articles of food : when the intestines ate
irritated in one point, it is a fact demonstrated
by observation that gastric digestion {s incom-
r te, and allows ' unaltered nutriment to pass
nto the bowels: again, when the stomach is in-
capacitated by disease from performing chimy-
fication. In children lientery, as this form o!
malady is termed, {s not unusual, and milk is
expelled in solid masres with the feces. When
the stercora contain no bile, they are so% and
ash-coloured ; this symptoms is always connectéd
with the presence ot some obstacle to the frée
circulation of bile in the ductus choledochus or
hepaticus. Diminution of the biliary secretion
also causes irregularity of digestion, costiveness,
and change of colour of the fieces: this state of
things, not sufficiently noticed in France, has
al excited much, perhaps too much, atten-
tion in land, Bile may also be discharged
too copiously into the bowels, i
to the stools & dark-green or yellow colour. This
is generally indicative ofintestinal {rritation, and
may be connected with a morbid state of the
liver. The colour of the ed bileis
due to the modification of that fluid by the aces-
cent state of the intestinal mucous membrane.
Biliary discharges are frequently observed in
spring and summer ; they are even endemic in
equatorial climates, The evacuations may be of
a mucous nature: in tgxsentery, for instance, the
stools are constituted by mucus tinged with
blood ; the mucus may be very consistent, and
has been in that state mistaken for fragments ot
teenia, or it may be liquefied and even puri-
form. In some morbid cases a wa dm:bage
is observed, analogous, perhaps, in nature to the
Pﬂ;ﬁin fluid secreted by the skin.

e stools may also contain substances which
are not usually met with in the intestines: a
portion of intestine, for instance, detached by
gangrene may be expelled; fragments of false
men¥ranes are sometimes rejected. Blood, whtn
it has been recently extravasated, may pass with
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allits szlylicd characters into the motions ; but
when the internal hemorrhage is less recent, it

enerally oommunicates to the evacuations a
glmk colour. The former is observed in piles,
dyunte?. &c.; the latter in typhoid fever, and
cancer of the intestines or of the stomach. The
rice-water stools of cholera have been said to be
constituted by the serum of the blood, and on
this hypothesis an ingenious theory of the dis-
ease has been constructed. The finid of these
motions eoﬁ:lxtuns, homer, l:g dbnmin, and,
therefore, the theory to the ground; as to
the mm which float in g: fluid, they
are of innumerable corpuscles, furnished

with very distinct nuclei and nucleoli, and are

;e;.fecﬂ analogous with the corpuscles of pus.

is found in the alvine discharges, and is-

always the ayms:om of a certain number of well-
determined maladies; it is found in ulcerous
colitis and in advanced cancers; in abscess of
the liver and ovary; and may result from the
into the intestines of slu:ulent collec-
formed in various parts of the pelvis, False
membranes, detected in the stools, are the sure
bg du‘l,t inl!llammation of th:d cinnltluﬁau. In-
or tic - entozoa, i and foreign
e g e b o o e molin:
ous
medicines : they are coloured by calomel,
and black by iron. Mioroscopic exsmination of
the fieces in cancer would probably show them
to oontain cancerous cells ; and crystals have been
met with, which Dr. Remak, of Berlin, erro-
neously asserts to be special to typhoid fever.
Gases may be uced in the intestine, hence
i, i ve of indigestion and ente-
ritis ; hence, also, tymguntis, which is produced
whenaver an obstacle interferes with the circu-
1ation of the contents of the bowels, or in fevers,
when the nervous system partici in the
general disturbance. It is a sin, and un-
precedented fact, that in typhoid fever it is not
the diseased part of the intestines which is occu-
pied by tympanitis, but the colon ; in fevers this
accumulation of gps is always a sign of the most
unfavourable nature. In neurosis, tympanitis is
also a common symptom ; we find it in hysteria
angin . in‘:;eic.tw. ‘wo detec diseases
y ion we t man;
of the digestive tube: meteorism, tumo’un, piles,
cancer of the rectum, syphilitic sores, fissura ani,
fistula, abscess, displacerent of the rectum, &ec.
Palpation informs us of the presence of fluids
and gas in the intestines, shows the presence of
stercoral tumours or cancerous degenerations,
spasmodic contraction, intussusception; and per-
cussion permits us to ascertain correctly the
volume and shape of tumours, &c.
Inour next lecture we will begin the study of
the signs furnished by the organs of circulation.

ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS.

—

THE PHYSIOGNOMY OF DISEASES OR
SEMEIOTICS IN THEIR ASSIMILATIVE
CHARACTERS.

By GEORGE OOURPF SAuhoroI“A Popular Treatise on

the Kidney,” &c.), of the Middlesex Hospital.
[Illustrated by Portraits of Cases.] (a)

(Continued from page 154.)

HYSTERIA,

How shall I commence a description of this
protean form of disease? I scarcely know in
what manner to begin, or where to extend my
observations, for truly this singular deviation
from healthy nervous energy does so constantly
ﬁng;or disguise, or mimic other diseases,
ip the whole class of female disorders it is ever
creeping in, more or less, to the annoyance of the

(2) These tEc::'tl-aiu. which are painted from
the life, by eminent artist, e Foggo,
Esq.,, are whominthemummofthemddﬁ-
sex Hospital School of Medicine, a woodcut
being deemed inefficient to carry out the peculiar
features and tint of eagh countenance,

t, and to the still ter of the
patien greater perplexity

man,

But as I am to notice those cerebral dis-
turbances, the symptoms of which assimilate
themselves 0 much to those of real diseases of
the brain, m‘n)irlolznl(:. the practitioner o&enti‘;nel to
suspect cere jion, or poison, or inebriety,
when there is neither the one nor the other, I
would at once describe a case, such as it is our
lot to meet with contiually in this building.

It is usually about the dead of the night, at
least most commonly in the evening, that a large
poese of police, with a fair attendance of women,
carry into the out-patients’ room a female,
strapped down' on the stretcher. It is stated
that she has had a fit, and screamed and became
so violent that all efforts to control her were
quite ineffectual. We are summoned to the
case just as we have retired to bed, perhaps; we
find a fat, healthy-looking young woman pros-
trate on this stretcher. er eyes are fixed,
mih dilated, acting slightly under a stro

p; she i:£inched, slapped, her hair pull
and every effort made to rouse her, but all is in
vain. Perhaps we may see through the case at
once, however, the moral force here is invariably
niore effectual than the physical. We notice a
nictating eyelid, and a snort or groan is given,
yet there she lies unconscious, apparently, to all
that is going on around her. e raise a oom-
manding and suthoritative order that all ns
shall be immediately excluded ; thus, * Police-
men turn out the whole of these persons, both
mal‘:.;nd female.:.‘i: Four Npoheeti::z mel:i.:;
to tus;”’— . ¢ Now, policemen,
her up to the t;”‘ using. ¢ Some
severe measures must be taken in case, Mr.
House-surgeon,” * Nurse, bring in two or
three pails full of cold water.” * You, night-
nurse, go and two or three thick
blankets,”” ¢ up the surgery-man to shave
the head,” ¢ Get the stomach-pump in order,
if you ‘})leue, Mr. House-surgeon.”” And thus
one order follows another ; the policemen stare,
and are all attention and mute ; -there is a pause
bet.wemeachorderoogti;en; t::;:laediulo tel:n
whisper togéther as to the prol e ex at
will soon take place, and whilst the cold water is
running into the pails, and the blankets are being

around her waist, and the clack of the
scissors is heard over her fine but dirty

1 of hair, our patient opens her eyes, and
with (apparent!) astonishment cries out, * Where
amI?¥" ¢ What are you going to do with me "
“Let me go home !”’ ~ ¢ O, mother, do take me
away from these cruel brutes,’” &c.; and thus
often and often does our patient get up from the
s&;tfher, :l-lubbher eyes, tv]v:lk .bos‘i.lntg lthe room,
and leave the building without a e attempt
made on our nd this to rouse her. li
Loung woman whom I admitted on one occasion

y two days and nights in this state, until I was
worn out with the deception, though I did not
at first suspect the case to be hysteria; and,
having bound her down in bed, I stood over
her, together with the house-surgeon, and kept
up a stream alternately of cold water upon her
forehead for the spaceof a quarter of an hour,
when she roused up, and cried, * O, Mr. Corfe,
do have pity upon me, and don’t drown me out-
right.” This young woman had frequently been
8 patient in the medical wards before, with
almost every form of hysteria; for instance, she
walked on the tip of one toe, with the hip and
heel elevated, for nine or ten months ; this was
ultimately conquered by the cold douche and
moxas ; but when this fit arrived, I was ,
and ocould scarcely believe it to be hysterical in
its character, until I had narrowly watched her

that | during the whole of the second day.

But it would lead me too far astray from the
subject in hand if I'was to relate a third part of
the perplexing, obstinate, and deceitful cases
that have presented themselves to my notice
under this head ; truly one might easily compose
a large volume upon the subject, and, when com-
pleted, little information, and no practical bene-
fit probably, would be derived from itt;agemnl ;
theeo cases must be seen repeatedly, phases

watched and compared, one with the other, be-
fore the practitioner can be led to suspeot hy-
steria where it exists,

There are other cases, however, in which
females become extraordinarily excited, and this
usually occurs from a small quantity of liquor
taken upon an empty stomach; their passions are
excited, and rouse up the mind to the highest
gitchi, t:l!:d they are or carried into t}::

ospital, screaming outrageously, tearing {

hair, knocking the head on the floor, rolling
about like maniacs, nay, I question if any scenes
are witnessed in a lunatic asylum similar to these
repeated exhibitions in our large hospitals.
Now,all ammpglyw pacify tngl; peemebyoﬁg;
nary means, as argument, by m y OF

, are fruitless ; they are like eels for
wriggling, and like bulls for fierceness and
strength ; our only alternative is to fix them on
the stretcher, and strap them there; mounta
chair placed on each side of the head, and keep
up a constant small stream of cold water on the
face; and the more they scream, the more cold
water they are obliged to gulp down their throat,
until the globus is conquered, the head cooled,
the passions subdued, and, when they really find
that we give the more in to the
screaming, they become calm, and sue for pity in
some such language as, “O pray, Sir, let me
up;” * Don’t, pray, iive me any more ;" “Iam
;ery well now;” “1'll make no more noise,”

¢, &o.

It brlnuﬂ:‘uhe alv;aylﬂbomo in ?ind thﬂ:t the
pitiable sul 'ecuoepepsyFluen another train
of symptoms from those 1 have cursorily de-
scribed, and yet there is such an apparent assi-
milation in the two paroxysms that even a prac-
tised eye cannot, at all times, decide which
disease ‘the patient is labouring under. How-
ever, I shall briefly relate the main features of the
two diseases. The hysterical patient throws the
trunk and limbs about with strong convulsive
movements, wriggles from side to side; there is
no distortion of the features, there is no foaming
at the mouth, no fixedness of the eye, but it rolls -
about, and the lids nictate, sometimes in. tha
moet rapid manner; the pupils obey the stimulus
of light, the skin is hot, the pulse u&:xek;
there is no loss of consciousness, but grinding of
the teeth occasionally, though the tongue is
never bitten.

The epileptic patient lies more tranquilly,
though there are convulsive throes, yet they are

in their action, and confined chiefly to
one side of the body; she is not unm e,
a nurse can usually control her movements. The
face is more or less distorted, livid, and foam
issues from the mouth with or without blood ;
the expression of the countenance is always
altered in a parox of epilepsy, but rarely so
in hysteria; mdeeme distortions are as fright-
ful in the one as the features are placid in the
other; the cornea is bright and glistening in the
former, whilst it is dull, or lifeless, or expression-
less in the pitiable epileptic. I never was de-
ceived yet by the state of the iris before a strong
hand-lamp in these two diseases. In hysteria it
will contract readily, again dilate and again con-
tract so long as the light remains the cor-
nea; the eyeball will roll and oscillate under
B But the eye of th ileptic will

ut eye of the epileptic

evifice none ofythele movm under a m
light. Often and often have I suddenly
the s glare of a lamp at a “fit case,”
broughtin bythe police on astretcher, and though
there were m;zmptom: of consciousness before,
she has hea a deep sigh, ed her eyes,
turned away her head, and evidently showed
herself up to be in an lgltorlul paroxysm. A
few smart showers of cold water, from a quart
jug, have soon brought her to her senses. Senses !
should I say? No; brought her to unmask and
exhibit some of her real characters. Iam willing
to admit, with the most eminent authorities of
the present day, that many of these hmul
paroxysms only oocur in those females w. the
uterine functions are more or less disturbed, and
the general health impaired ;-and that, to s eer-
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‘t!linexhhu. ththnenota oontl::lko:;rthe;‘e
ts, when 80 as to shake them off.
But b fs?xe number of females who
are ei brought here, or who are seized in the
'l.":“'h of till;:'ho;p:lal, present no such mgmy.
CIC pass of Jealousy, envy, rage, malice, or
i intment have “b?en r?ued. they have
themselves’’ up into & rage, and at
have gone off into “a fit.”” Now, the
of many such patients does not enable
lay down the cause of this
functional disturbance. When
inform you that they were in ex-
; that they were annoyed, excited,
lomaoeonmneeorothu.]nt
and they have ‘‘ boiled up’ at it;
reason has lost her sway, the reins have
upon the neok of the evil passions
and woman are thus ble
longer able to attend to parental advice or
to any control,
There is also an epidemic character about
hysteria: a whole ward has been infected by it
the admission of one strongly marked case :
us has arisen in this one; pleurodynia in
eobbing, burkons, hisooughing, sad waghiny
ing, s » and laughing in
another; a fractious and determined opposition
toall discipline in the ward, or an obstinate re-
fusal to take medicine, or be on amicable terms
with the nurses and other patients, has sprung
up in many more, so that there is a complete
mutiny amongst the whole, some criminating
others, and recrimination following in return. In
the midst of this , vexation, and, to my
mind, most annoying state of t‘l::su, we are sud-
denl!ealledtoacueinthe of “a girl in
s fit.”” The paroxysm is well marked, and, with-
out any ceremony, we commence a thorough
sousing of cold water; the patient soon rallies
out of it: the whole ward is 1n consternation at
the boldness and * cruelty” of the treatment,
:ut toa eerhi:ty&l_m‘tist. we hear ?f no m:{‘:
or hysterical symptoms, for; mon
m-. Nay, I hav{mmfened ‘qua.ml-
some, irritable, and lx:teriul patients from a
disturbed ward to one that was quite orderly and
free from the malady, and the infection has run
through the room, until some severe measures
wereulopﬁ to * nip m &&: g'ud;;l Can any
argument be stronger is, that there is ver
much more under the control of thewillthuyn
:;::it ;rriun upon this subject are willing to
A striking instance occurred some time ago in
ytoor this assertion. e:{y valued friend }gll::
n, ., requested me to accompany hi
in one ofEﬁs usual visits to a femalgchzri -
school, to which he is in the subur
of London, in order, as he o ed, that I might
‘witness a very curious pathological scene. I was
not made acquainted fully with the singular phe-
nomens that were to be nted to my notice ;
indeed, it would have ed description : for we
were shortly ushered into the sick dormitory,
‘when no great stretch of the imagination would
have led a person to su , who had been in-
:oduced into the ::ﬁ':nw;c dfgded, that hehm
& menagerie i ; there was, inshort,
the squall of the peacock, the quack of the duck,
gmw Offo?;;bm and }hemklih ng of the
sent a group of eighteen or twen
‘ml:%m y a group of eig|

1

sHE L
;g_s?;gg; ]

£
g

i

the ages of twelve and sixteen. It | p

was most ludicrous, and *the uproar in the
building now became nhnnh&t.o the neighbour-
hood, and from the loudness of the sounds it was
difficult to separate the patients effectively ;* and
yet the above-named gentleman had attempted
‘various means to eradicate this imitative epidemic
from the school, but it had been hitherto in-
effectual ; snd one of the main objects of my visit
was to inform them all, before me, that I had
made arrangements at the ho:fitn.l to receive
them there, where they would be roughly
handled with showers-baths, &c. &c., unless the
complaint left the house.(a) This information
(3 These curious cases are drawn up in detail
by Mr. Oscar Clayton, and will be found in the
edico-Chirur-

-sixth volume of *“The M
ﬂ%‘dﬂmﬂ" 1843,

had its desired effect: the thoughts of going into
a hospital, before they weremﬁ y ill, drove away
this mimicry and worrying noise, and I have not
heard that it has ever returned.

Somse pathologists would probably consider the
above epidemic more entitled to the name of
chorea of hysteria, but we must place it, I
apprehend, where the zoophytes are placed in
natural history, that is, between the two king-
doms, as it partakes of the character of both of
these diseases in some respects.

A plump and well-formed child, only ten years
of age, hmwinthehosgx:al. who has been kept
on her back upwards of four months, for reputed

disease; the countenance is placid, the

voice unusually deep-toned, the legs drawn up
to the abdomen, the bowels costive, and the
tongue furred. Both Dr. 8. Thom; and Mr.
Shaw, contrary to my icions, that
it was nervous totally unoconnected
with spinal disease. The former gentleman de-
sired that the child should have cold affusion to
her body by means of sponging daily, and that
she should lo made to walk a iittle. ble.
To my surprise, when she was, after much labour
and perseverance, made to put her feet on the
ground, it was apparent that, if her mind was
engaged by conversation and repeated questions,
the legs were on the floor, and used as
well as a healthy but that, if she was
allowed to stand still and *look at her legs,” the
knees tottered, bent, and down she sank and
squatted on the floor. Seeing through this
nervous trick or fraud, I then used rather rough
, scolded her, and made her walk again

and sgain down the ward, till at length, in a few
days more, with patient labour, firmness, and yet
some cosxing, she had made so much
that I yoked her arm in arm with a case of
chorea of the left aide which came into the
ward. But it was observed that the little urchin
had depth of discrimination enough to walk on
the side, and take the arm, of the calmer
half of the choroa girl. In rethonstrating
with her for not taking the other arm on the
ling side, she coolly looked up and said,

# O Sir, that's the dance arm, and I can’t hold | P:

by that.”” However, she was ordered to make
friends with the dance arm, and, as the girl was
half a foot taller than this child, its rotary mo-
tions, as walked side by side, soon brought
her to feel that walking without such a restless
companion was by far the pleasantest mode of
exercise and progression. is is the only in.
stance that 1 can remember of such a well-
marked form of nervous depression, idleness, aud
indolence, occurring in a child who had not com-
flewd her tenth year, and yet it formed a most
udicrous though instructive lesson to the whole
medical tlass. But the cerebro.spinal system
often icipates in this sluggish, morbid action
to such an extent, that the patients are convinced
that can neither walk nor sit.

One of the many remarkable instances of this
description occurred here a few years since. A
plump, healthy-looking woman was sdmitted
into the physician’s ward, whose mother stated
that she a disease of her spine, that she had
never been able to walk for nine years, and had
wholly kept her bed during that period. On
examination of the spine, which was quite
straight, though morbidly sensitive in e

art, the surface bore evident marks of the treat-
ment she had undergone from various medical

ractitioners who seen her. Eachars from
es, setons, cu| , leeches, and tartar-emetic
ointment were scattered over the whole

y
column. Her mother, it should be observed,
was entirely supported by the kind contributions
of several ladies and gentlemen in the neigh-

bourhood, who subscribed small sums weekly for | tain

the support of this widow and her onlidmg 3
The first thi.niwedid was to dress her and to

lace her on her legs, when by dintof bullying,

illing, swinging, and dnﬁgmg one leg after
another, we succeeded in ten days in making her
walk up and down the ward leaning on the
nurse’s arm, and in three weeks from her ad-
mission she was walking with irmness and alone

i;nm:“hm:n S and, o n’u vingnbo:;
it ter, and, seeing’her mo
the ward alone, commenced a most violent tirade
of abuse against the daughter, nurse, and the
medical gentlemen, for making the woman walk.
Her too plainly betrayed her real
sentiments; {or it was certainly not joy on be-
her deughter’s restoration in the
use of her limbs in the short space of three
weeks, but rage at the loss of her weekly allow-
ance. y she went round to the
families and set t the most vicious lies re-
specting our treatment of the woman, and, of

the
thomhuofthemmd saw the patient in
rude health walking about the wards, they were

so indignant that they very properly wi w
all support from the deceitful couple. .
In healthy-looking

another instance, a young,
woman had been on crutches for nine months
with diseased hip-joint, so called ; her toe only
touched the ground, and she declared she could
not walk without these supporters. I imme-
diately took awsy such unnecessary props, placed
her upon a high table,and made her swing her legs
for two or three hours in the course of each day.
Il[thcn dbnlled‘ ll“.l‘;e'r uj l::g:oown the ward, md..l:t
an ious perseveranoe, she

edo’:it of the hospital in s few weeks as
firmly as the most robust person, and mare
teful to us for our labours than the preceding

ividual.
(To be continued.)

CHLOROFORM IN CAPITAL OPE-
RATIO!

Communicated by E. THOMAS, Esq., House-Surgeon to
the Cumberland Infirmary, C

At present the medical prees in this country
teems with accounts of operations ed
upon patients whilst under the 4nfluence of the
new angsthetic agent, chloroform; an abri
account of three cas.~, where it was used by Mr.

, may not be without some interest to your

ers. Mere sketches only of the cases are

given, yet, per] sufficient detail for the pur-
pose in view, without comment or inquiry.

CASE 1,—COMPOUND COMMINUTED FRACTURE OF
THE LEG —AMPUTATION TWENTY-FIVE HOURS
AFTER THE INJURY—DEATH ON THE SIXTE DAY

A'vailway labourer, aged forty-five years, ad

wa, rer, -five years, ad-
mitted fryom Moffat, in Scotland, into the in-

firmary, at two .M., on Bunday, Nov, 28,

under the care of Mr. Page, in the followmi

condition :—Cold and quaky; pulse small an

feeble ; much exha from loss of blood, and
fifteen hours® unavoidable suffering, anda journey
of fifty miles, Upon examination the right leg
at its lower was nearly severed by an
oblique lacerated wound. Wine, brandy, and
beef-tea were administered, and heaters applied
externally to the feet and back. Reaction soon

followed, and, when fully established, Mr. P

resolved upon amputating below the knee, as the

most favourable opportunity under such circum.

stances. A d dmno‘ pmhnohlﬁgﬁf&m ;u

b} a dinner napkin, into &

Mooniulahng:nmd thus applied to the mouth ;

in a few moments he became unconscious, talked

loudly, and, judging from his discourse, appe-
rently busily engaged at his work and in con-
versation with his mates, The inhalation pro-
duced no cough, but his propensity to spit and
to spatter proved rather anno; to as-
sistants. Six or more vessels requiring ligatures,
the flaps were placed in a tion, and main-
ed so with long strips of wet lint. He soon
recovered from its soporific effects, and, when
uestioned respecting his past sufferin, f,nid
¢t he felt no pain. The subsequent uto:ly

may be thus summed up: —First day, as ,

after a painful operation, he was ordered s

drachm of laudanum, and every hour beef-tea

with a little brandy, which he seemed to take
with relish; late in the evening the same quan-
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tity of laudanum was ted, which produced

some refreshing sleeS. cond day: He was fed

s on the previous day, and towards evening he

began to wander. Third day: The stump was

dressed with water-dressing, the anterior fla
sloughing, the discharge thin and fetid, hiccoug]
very troublesome, talked inooherently when
alone; ho was fed with eggs, brandy, and beef-
tes. Fourth day: Passed a restless night, hic-
ocough distressing, unconscious of his condition

m situation. and sixth days » Constantly

har with loud hi h, continu mut-
tenngi, opiates producing short intervals of relief.
He died in the evening without & groan.
examination after death, the main vessels were
found liealthy ; in the ham, beneath the popliteal
vessels, there was a considerable quantity of
extravasated blood, but the large vessels were
uninjured. The left ibula was broken, and very
extensive extravasation of blood found amongst
the muscles on the front and back of the left leg
and thigh; the abdominal and thoracic viscera
were healthy; the mucous membrane of the
¢uoden'um was very vascular, this membrane,
otherwise, throughout was healthy. Minute
crystals of lithic acid, in clusters, were found
attached to the calyces in both kidneys, doubt-
less a recent formation, owing to the sudden
change in his diet.

CASE 2,—PRACTURE OF THE LOWER THIRD OF
THE LEFT THIGH—COMPOUND PRACTURE OF
THE LEFT FIBULA—GANGRENE ON THE THIRD
DAY, AMPUTATION ON THBE SIXTH, DEATH ON

A'r;lill nmn'i!: b:u AFTER INJURY.

ailway urer, aged twenty-three years,
admitted "from Moffat at two a.M., on Sunday,

Nov. 28, under the care of Mr. Page, much

in the same condition as the one before men-

tioned. He was treated in the same manner,
and the mangled limb loosely fixed to a well-
padded Desault’s splint, with every precaution
observed 60 a8 not to produce undue pressure;
notwithetanding, gangrene on the third
day, and on the sixth it was limited by a line of
demarcation to the upper third of the leg, when

Mr. Page resolved on amputating the thigh.

The patient was subjected to the eéects of
chloroform, in the same manner and in the same
quantity as before, and with very similar results,
exce? thg.t this man became more unmanage-
able, hooting, b‘."u“%‘nd singing old ballads
during the operation. The stump wasdressed with
long strips of wet lint, and the man put in bed.
He soon recovered, and said in reply, that he felt
no pain, He had a drachm of laudanum im-
mediately, which was afterwards repeated after
an interval of two hours; this eased him, but
though easy he was very restless during the

ight,
mgeoond day. He was observed to wander s
little, but took a good deal of nourishment;
though the pulse was small and scarcely per-
ceptible in the momning, he rallied wonderfully
towards evening; towards midnight the de-
lirium increased, the pulse became fainter and
fainter till three A.M., when he died, despite all
that could be done to avoid the fatal termination
by means of stimulants of every description.
Upon examining the stump after death, gan-
e had not reap ; the main trunks and
e smaller ones, which required ligatures, were
healthy, The large vessels in the amputated
mb were pervious to the lower border of the
gzsixteal space, where the calibre of both had
n obliterated by coagula sdhering firmly to
their walls, The , vein, and nerve es-
caped injury at the seat of fracture. The con-
dition of the veasels below the-knee could not be
agcertained, on account of the decomposed state
of the whole thickness of the limb. The thoracic
and abdominal viscera were healthy,

CASE 3.—COMPOUND COMMINUTED FRACTURE OF
THE LEG—AMPUTATION ON THE SIXTH DAY
AFIER THE INJURY—PATIENT RECOVERING,

A railway labourer, aged twenty-one years,

sadmitted from Moffat, at two aA.x. on Sunday,

Nov. 28, under the care of Mr, Page. The left

leg at its middle was much shattered, but his

system had not suffered so severely from the

On | at its lower third,

ghock s that of his mates. Mr. Page saw him
upon his admission; he had it placed upon
Luke’s splint, supfported on a cushion, wishing
to save the limb, if possible,

He soon rallied, and for two or three days
progressed favourably; but by the fifth day ex-
tensive suppurative inflammation had been set
up; and, in addition, his wetite, before good,
was failing, and his rest, before unbroken, was
disturbed with pain and spasms in the leg. It
became evident' that amputation was the only
mMeAsure Temaining.

On the sixth dat{gl(r. Page removed the thigh

patient lmvit;i y
been placed under the influence of chloroform, in
the same way as before mentioned. In a few
moments he became unconscious, and just as the
limb was about to be transfixed he had a violent
convulgive fit ; this caused a little anxiety and
delay. The fit being over, the operation was
performed. The patient by thistime bein‘f half
conscious, he was rather troublesome and dis-
posed to be violent,

The stump was dressed in the same manner as
the others, with wet lint, dispensing in all, for
obvious reasons, the application of sutures; and,
with the exception of a little wandering and mut-
tering after the operation, which drachm doses
of laudanum, with stimulants, checked, and pro-
cured a good night's rest, he has since been
going on most favourably, notwithstanding the
lt:npleuant phenomenon produced by the inha-

tion.,

CHLOROFORM APPEARING TO SUS-
PEND UTERINE ACTION.
By ALEX. TYLER, M.D., Physician-Accouchear to the
Anglesey Lying-in Hospital.

Haying edministered the chloroform thu}
morning to 8 young woman, an intern patient o
the Anglesenyying-in Hospital, I haspt::l to let
your readers know the particulare of the case, as
at this time all facts in connection with the ad-
ministration of this new ansesthetic agent must
be of value and interest to the profession.

I feel much pleasure in corroborating the ac-
curacy of Dr. Rigby’s statements, contained in
the last number of your valuable periodieal, with
regard to the recession of the gresenting part of
the child during the state of anwmsthcsia, evi-
dently indicating at least temporary suspension
of uterine action as one effect of this powerful

agent.

The Yntient was a primapara, and had been in
active labour (by the p\gil'a account, excra-
ciating) for upwards of twelve hours, until eight
A.M,, when I'saw her. The head had then de-
scended fully into the pelvis, and was protruding
during a pain between the labia. An enormous
tumour of the scalp had formed. She had one
{»owerful pain on my enterintghthe ward, and in
ess than five minutes another, equally strong,
during which she besought us to relieve her pre-
sent state of agony. Under_ these circumstances
I at once administered the chloroform, sprinkled
on a napkin, and held before the patient’s face,
as directed by Dr. Simpson. The effects were
rapid, and exceedi.u{y gratifying as regarded the
patient’s feelings : she appeared at first to fall
nto a tranquil slumber, then talked for a little
about her affairs ; but all uterine action ceased
for a quarter of an hour; and, on a vaginal exa-
mination being made, the head was found to have
receded between one or two inches. Uterine ac-
tion appeared to return as the first effects of the
drug wore off, and in the opinion of all present
{Doctors Ireland and Mason, and a numbey of
pupils) was again suspended on the renewal of
the chloroform. I kept up its influence for three
quarters of an hour, during which time the head
made no advance. At the request of the gentle-
men present, I ceased administering it. Soon
after this powerful pains set in, and advanced the
head upon the perineum. As she again entreated
to be relieved from her suffering, I once more
allowed her to inhale the chloroform, and at the
same instant observed the head of the child to
recede as before. My pupil, who was anxious to

be relieved of his attendnrios, then fequasted ms
to withdraw the napkin, soon after which the ex~
pulsive pains returned, and the woman was deli-
vered, about half-past nine, of @ still-born male
child, chord once round its nmeck. The usual
resuscitating means were had recourse to, and
finally crowned with eucoess.

The uterus contracted as usual, snd the pia-
centa was removed from the vagina twenty mi-

nutes after.
e oo — 1

WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY.

Dr, Webster, President.

. Ogier Ward read a paper on .
TEE TREATMENT OF ASIATIC CHOLERA IN THR
STAGE OF COLLAPSE.

He confined his observations to the callapged

.stage as being the most fatal, and, therefore, the

best test for the utility of remedies; and in
order that he might effect 'his purpose of ascer-
taining the most efficient remedies impartially,
neglecting the results of his own experience, de-
rived from nearly four hundred cases& he had
investigated the numeroys reports and returns
to Government on the subject, and had thence
selected those remedies which, from the statistics
of the numbers cured by their use, or from the
description of their direct effects, appeared to
be most trustworthy; and he had the candour
to state, that by this process he had been induced
to regardwith more favour certain remedies which
8 prejudice, derived from a limited experience,
had led him to consider as worse than

In reply to those who thought no treatment o
any servige, he instanced the frightful mortality
inindia, Pcrsia, and Russia, where little or no
medical aid was procurable; and took occaston
to congratulate the medical men of this coun

on the low rate of deaths (one-third) compare
with the mortality in France or m¥coupt.ry in
Europe, which he attributed, under Providence,
to their superior practical knowledge ¢ diseass
in generdl, The idea of the nature of cholers
that seemed most consistent with its symptoms
and with the effects of treatment was, that it is
the prolonged cold stages of a peculiar form a
fever, presenting more analogies with continued
than intermittent fever, the effect of a poisonous
miasm, which, if very intemse, destroys the
patient, without the occurrgnce of any active
symptoms, in a few hours ; but in other cases
induces a gradually increasing congestion of the
internal venous system, which relieves itself b
the effusion of serous fluid into the stomach snd
bowels, which is as speedily _temoved b{
actions of vomiting and purging. The

thus deprived of its serum becomes thick and
black, and is deprived of its vital properties to
such a degree, that, unable to imbibe oxygen in
the lungs, it ceases to stimulate the heart, which
organ is thus unable to propel the blood to the
extremities or through the lungs. This is the
stage of collapse, in which the patient is blye,
cold, pulseless, and voiceless, and his featu
are shrunk to such a degree that his dearest and
nearest relatives do not recognisz him; and thig
is the most fatal stage and that least under the
influence of remedies. Nevertheless, even undpg
these deplorable circumstances, we mustnotrelax
our exertions; and the list of curative meang
employed with success proves that much r;;{
su‘lfbe done for the relief of the patient.

most q;rroved external remedies were, external
heat, cold affusion, and counter-irritants.
author attempted to account for the favourable
opinion of the application of cold in Persia, and
o? heat in Russia and the rest of the northera
countries, partly by the concordance of such
ideas with the ordinary feelings of the inkha-
bitants of such different climates, and partly by
the notion that in Persia, where the thermomete;
is above 98° in the sun, the patients, exhaust
of their fluids by the disease, would be dried up
and mummified by any attempt to keep up the
temperature of the body by exposure to the sun’s
heat; whereas in Russia, &c., it was supposed,
and probably with truth, that as cold is a direst
sedative, 1t3 oppoite, hest, was nocessary o
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festore the vital powers, All the reporta concur
in the efficacy of cold affusion in inducing reac-
tion; and its success to have been in
&aportion to the vig{m of the shock.
Counter-irritants were successful only in con-
nection with other remedies; but they deserve
attention from their stimulating power, and

their readiness of apg‘ication. Bloodletting was
useful in every stage ing theé congestion
#ad rousizy the heart by remo the load that

it. In the atate of ¢omplete collapes
and-musterd emetics, to excite the aysterp,
wed by bleeding, was a favourable mode of
treatment, The internal ﬁemedies mopt to be
relied on in the of collapse may be clagsed
under the heads of revulsives, stimulants, and
specifics. The first elass, beaides emetics of salt
snd mustard, comprised tartar emetic and aroton
e 3o Sk e oy w g ot
was 1o ¢ e vomil i
but the three last were re:zrgkcble Q)r their
power of ing the flow of bilg, of a dark-
green colour, when tartrate of antimony or cro-
o oil had been ased; and like blue olntment,
when the calomel bad been given. The astion
of all three is supposed by the euthor to he
nritating to the mycous membrane of the sto-
mach and bowels, of which it stops the secretion
by changing the action of the part. The blood
thus diverted from the membrane returns with-
eut loss into the system, and, by the se-
eretion of fresh bile, previously peat up in the
all-tladder, is expelled, the spasm of duot
ving been relaxed by theirritation of its arifice,
produced by the tartrate of antimony, calomel,
or croton oil. The blue colour of the bile when
calomel was nsed may, perhaps, be explained
:{‘ﬂm decomposition of the salt by the i of
hile. From the number of returns in its
favour, Dbegides the extensive experience of the
suthor in its use, he is dispesed to place most
reliance an the croton oil, as its action is sim; ly
frritant (many of the patients complaini tﬁat
it made their throats sore when given in solution
ar suspension); whereas the tartar emetic is s
sedative, and, hence, may be dangerous;
snd the author had given mel most ex.
tensively in_ e doses without ever having
seen such effects produced as those which he
has mentioned abové from the reparts of others,
Btimulants, after a fair trial, were almost uni.
wru!lioondemne'd; and yet it is remarkable
thas M. Magendié had more success with his
ﬁi‘:mh than any other of the Parisian physicians:
reat rival Broussais was so unan
that he entirely relinquished his care of cholera
patiepts at Val de Grace. Opium, either in small
oses as a stimulant, or in large ones as a seda-
tive, was equally unkit to be relied upon. The
ihont optaes, 0wt Sl it o
“withont opium, water, salines, and quinine.
Although the suthor never met with asingle ease
of real cholera in which he could trace the re-
covery of the patient to the influence of calomel,
nor ever observed that it produced any specific
“effect whatever, still, from the almost unanimous
i _rovti:ehn met with, and his own experience
of jts fit in English cholera, he would
blt;ongly r:efmmend ietctfior fature experiment, as
ing, atthe least, yharmless, though taken
in enormous dosg:.rf He would also a«fop?kthe
use of cold water ad libitum, upon the faith of
the reports in its favour, though his own expe-
xience is decidedly opposed to it. Salines, on
.the other hand, when well diluted, have, besides
a8 number of most favourable reparts of their
efficacy, this hypothesis in their support—vis,,
that they restore to the blood by their endosmosis
through' the coats of the vessels, if not by their
-being absorbed directlyinto the circulation, the
siline matter removed by the serous evacuations;
whereas, the water, if it be not rejected by vo-
wmiting, as in the author's experience, could
acarcely be absorbed, the tendency of the venous
system being to empty itself; nor, if it were ab-
sorbed, could it sup ly to the blood those saline
_ elements of which it had been deprived. In the
author’s experience, the best mode, though a
painful ons, of asresting vomiting in all cases, is

to keep the stomach empty ; when, after a time,
it cease to suffer the action of vomiting,
whatever that m‘:} be. From an attack of Eng-
ligh cholera he suffered, and thus cured, the last
efforts of which Eroduccd only bloody muecus,
as well as from other similar results after emctics,
the author believes that the stomach contracts
itself during vomiting. i
refezence to the h is of
nature of eholers, aéems
than it has yet experienced. In cenclusion, the
treatment recommended by the suthor in the
stage of collapse would be the following, and
much in the same order as the ies are
stated :—Oold affusions; hot air; extermal
counter-irritation, and frictions; veneseotion;
mustard-and-salt emetics ; cold water sd kibstum,
or Dr. Btevens’s salines ; and tartrate of
antimony, alternately, in large doses ; and, if all
failed, croton oil.

PROGRESS OF MEDIGAL SCIENCE.
———

* ACADEMY OF MEDIOINE.
Mosting of Deo. 14; M. Bacix in the Chair.
DISTRIBUTION OF PRIZES.

Academieal prise, value £80—¢ On the Com-
parative Influence of Animal and Vegetable Diet
on the Physical and Moral Constitution of Man.”
The prize was divided between Dr. Segond, Dr.
Mm:gan , and M, Claval.

Partal prize, £90—** Analogies and Differences
between Gerofals and Tw Disease.” Dr.
Labert. Honoursble mention—Dr. Legrand.

‘Ward prize, £120—* Ne ia.” Dr.Valleix,

M. Dubois (of Amiens) then read the pane-

ic of his predecessor, M. Pariset.—The meet-
ing adjourned at five o’clock r.x.

CONOOURS FOR THB CHAIR OF CLINICAL SURGERY,
VACANT BY YHE DEATH OF PROPESSOE AUG.
BERARD, :

The concours was opened on the 15th of Nov,
The following gentlemen are candidates for the
chair :—MM." Alequié, P. Boyer, Chassaignac,
Laugier, Maisonneuve, Malgaigne, Michon, Ro-
bert, Vidal, and Sanson.

The first part of the ition consisted in a
written question, for the composition of which
five hours were grani The subject was * The
Higtory of Strictures,”” Each paper was read in
the amphitheatre, before the jury and a crowded
audience. The first clinical “ épreuve’’ was then
instituted: it oonsists in a lecture of one hour,
delivered in the amphitheatre of the faculty, im-
medintely after examination of two patients
chosen in the surgical wards of La Charité ar the
Hotel Dieu, a quarter of an hour being allowed
for the examination of each Elatient. But the
gublic, not being admitted into the hospital

uring this first stage of the proceedings, re-
mains igporant of the correct diagnosis of the
oaseq, and can only form an opinion of the general
merits of the lectures. It happens, on ac-
count of the short time granted for the explica-
tion of the two cases, that the candidate does not
dov;:ya find sufficient matter for a lecture of one

:dl“c dn:.ﬁ:.n. and, to ﬁl]:.:p the time, i;l ocom-

to & more or interesting disqui-

liﬁononthemd.dy.instudofllfpeoidhinory
of the individual case. We have, further, heard
very excellent lectures delivered upon an incar-
rect diagnosis, and reciprocally a correct and dif-
ficult diagnosis accompanying a lecture of very
ordinary merits. Several candidates have alread
g::throughthhﬂntcliniod 4 épreuve,” and,
the mere econsideration of the conocours itself,
it is hitherto perfectly impossible to form any
idea of its prloba?leh i.sme:i though tfh& initiated
speak strongly of the predisposition of the jury in
favour of onfe};andidate. o
D. M!Cartry, D.M.P.

CroLERA,—A cuse of cholera, which termi-
nated fatally, occurred on board the French
steamer Pericles, on her passage from Smyrna
to Malta; she was in eonsequence ordered fo
quit Malta, which she did on the 3rd inst.

MEDI(CAL
TIMES

R ~« RN LA
THE MEDICATITM

S

ES.

sATURDA®, \bHoMIBER 25, 1847,
————
POOR-LAW CONVENTION.

Tas committee held its weekly meeting on
Wedneeday, at four o’clock, Dr. Hodgkin in the
chair. Several letters were submitted to the
committee, reoeived from union surgeons, and it
was announced that several contributions had
been received. A considerable number of re-
turns had been sent in to the committee in reply
to the circular submitting certain queries to
every nnion medical officer. A sub-committee,
appointed to classify the returns, had met several
times, and, with the assistance of Mr. Farr,
agreed upon the form in which the different re
turns should be tabulated and prepared for further
use. Much important information, placed at the
service of the committee, is under the process of
arrangement. The object of the committee in-
this respect will be much helped by poor-law
medical officers losing no time in forwarding their
returns, A very interesting discussion took place
on the subject of a recent circular from the Sani-
tary Commissioners, asking from union surgeons
an amount of information on professional matters
requiring very much time and labour, with no
promise or hope of remuneration. It was con-
tended that the Sanitary Commissioners were
bound either personally to acquire the informa-
tion they required; or, if unable to do that, to
employ persons to do it for them; ar, thirdly,
should remunerate the medical men on whose
shoulders they had thrown the labour. It was
finglly resolved that a deputation should be ap-
pointed to wait on those gentlemen, with & view
of making a representation on the subject.

.The attempts at intimidation, supposed to be
made by some boards of guardians, were also
considered, and the result was the resolution ad-
vertised in another column. An opinion was
expressed that, in the event of any petitions
being sent by poor-law guardians to Parliament,
in consequence of the Chesterfield circular, the
medical officers of such unions should \milt,a i.ll;’:
temperate counter-petition to be sent to Par
ment at the same time. This plan had been
acted apon in the Reigate Union at the tifne
when some boards of guardians were petiti
Parliament against the introduction of “extras."

The committee adjourned to Wednesday, the
6th of January, 1848, when very important busi-
ness will be brought before it.

“OPERATIVE” SURGERY.

Wire no wish to underrate the loss of Listom,
we may yet state our belief, that it is not eo
serious an event as some have imagined. Dmyh el
and reproduction—loas and compensation—
system of nature; and scarcely had that surgical
sun et an eae gide, before a second luminary rose
on another, If the Z¥mes of Dec. 17 announced
the enclosure in the tomb of one * operstar,”
the Titses of Dec, 21 thus solaces us with the
recorded advent of another :—

¢ [Advertisement.] — Ofemtive Burgery. —
Amputstion at the shoulder-joint in a patient

ed seventy-one, successfully performed under
ge influence of ether by Thomas Wakley, Esq,,
surgeon to the Royal Free Hospital. Aiso am-
putation of the arm in a man aged seventy-five,
under the influence of ether, successfully per-
formed by Thomas Wakley, Esq., Perfect reco-
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very of both ts, These cases exhibit the
most proofs of the safety and value
of the use of ether vapour in ve surgery.
The Lancet of Snturdczllut, ec. 18, contains
full reports of these highly interesting cases.
‘We fanoy that here is an important discovery
for which people in want of cperations will be
_grateful. The *surgeon to the Royal Free
Hospital” and his respected * governor’” must
have thought so too, for twice have they dis-
interestedly paid the ZVmes a guines for its pub-
lication, and twice in so philanthropic an aim

bave they submitted to have that honoured name |.

included in the quack column which gives to
daily notoriety Mr. Eisenberg’s chiropodist ope-
rations on bishops, and Professor Holloway’s
miracles on gouty earls.

An advertisement appearing with such circum.
stances of deliberation, under such auspices, and
carrying with it the imprimatur of the magister
morum during years of the medical profession,
comes before us under such a guise of scientific
worth and professional authority, that it may
well exouse from us more than the casual ob-
servation we ordinarily dedicate to professional
advertisements of a quack or obscene character.

The document, thrown into its plain language,
reads thus :— ' :

"¢ Listox being DEAD, and ‘OPERATIVE BUR-
“ gERY’ being a good catchword, I, Thomas
 Wakley, Esquire, surgeon to the Royal Free
¢ Hospital, hereby advertise, with my father’s
¢ assistance, that I successfully performed an am-
* putation at the shoulder-joint, in & patient aged
¢ exactly seventy-one years, under the influence
¢ of ether,

% Also, T have pe!formod an amputation of the

¢ arm in a man aged seventy-five, under the in-

¢ fluence of ether.

_ “PERFECT RECOVERY OF BOTH PATIRNTS!!!
¢ My modesty forbids my saying more of these

* miracles of surgical skill, save that—

“Tazsn cases examIT ThHE MOST EXTRA-
“ ORDINARY (!!) PROOF8 OF THE BAFETY AND
‘S VALUB of the use of ether vapour in operative
“sumcERY!!!! '

[ They are

* HioHLY INTERESTING OASES !!!

¢ For faller details see the Lancet, the chief
4 value of the number published a week ago being
*“that it contains

.“These most extraordinary proofs "’ !!!

‘Without joining in the maive wonder of the
young gentleman (who underwent his surgical
examination about & twelvemonth since) that
two patients of his perfectly recovered, we may
confess our admiration at the very original way
in which he and his respectable father think it
decorous and safe to advertise his professional
performances. Let us fancy a barrister doing any-

thing akin, Let us fancy him first ingerting a fall-

detail, in his own journal, of his doings in some
‘obscure .case, and then advertising in the public
press the wonders achieved by certain ** most ex-
proofs”’ of his skill, referring for ful}
details to bis own book., Imagine an advertise-
.ment that ‘he, Mr. Nobody, of Pump-court,
‘standing counsel to the Fundge Society, has, in
‘the most extraordinary way, and with the most
success, in-¢ two highly interesting cases,’
done all those brilliant things which made the
late Sir W, Follett so much sought by clients,
and the want of which is at this moment so
severely felt by the public!—N.B. Larer
DAMAGES were °‘perfectly recovered’ to both
‘clients !!!”

‘Were a barrister to act after this useful, but

rather original, fashion, his brethren would lose
little time in sending him to Coventry; and his
benchers, with the judges, would very early con-
cur in the propriety of ejecting him from the
confraternity.

How is it in the medical profession? Is the
College of Surgeons without authority? Are the
Courts Medical, of which we have heard some-
thing, to live only in hypothesis? or are we for
the future to have it established as a rule of the
profession that any of its members may get prac-
tice after any fashion he pleases, and that the
prineiples of professional etiquette and gentle-
manly decorum, which were supposed to dis-
tinguish the members of a liberally educated
body like ours, are to be trampled under foot the
first moment a sixpence may be got by doing it?

‘We gee here, apart from the insignificance of
the personal part of the question, an abuse of
real and menacing megnitude ; in which matters
of deep professional import are at stake. The
audacious innovation comesin a questionableform,
and a morequestionable quarter, it istrue; butstill
in a form which has to some extent a profeseional
character about it. To callit quackery in a very
painful and debasing form is to understate the
fact: to say whether it shall be tolerated, coun-
tenanced, and imitated, and become an integral
part of the canon of medical practice, is beyond
our power, till we see whether or not the pro-
fession, in some decided and unquestionable tone,
pronounce a general and emphatic censure—a
censure not less authoritative in its character than
the offence of which it shall take cognizance.

CHOLERA AND QUARANTINE.
NorwiTHSTANDING the interest which has been
excited in the minds of the public and of the
profession, during the last few years, in reference
to the cholera, it must be acknowledged that
scientific investigations have done but little in
edvancing sound knowledge upon some most im-
portant points connected with the disease. At
the present time the opinions of eminent indi-
viduals are greatly at variance, and, while this
arises in some measure in consequence of dif-
ficulties inseparable from the subject, it must
also be attributed to neglect, in not properly re-
garding the evidence given, and the observations
recorded.

Cholera is a singular disease, and, though it has
existed in India for centuries, it excited no par-
ticular attention till it broke out as a violent
epidemicin 1817, when it seemed to acquire fresh
power by which to extend its influence and to
perpetuate its existence. The hope that its
ravages would not be extended beyond the con-
tinent of India, or at least that they would never
be experienced in the western hemisphere, proved
soon to be vain: for the disease not only spread
over the entire extent of Hindostan, but extended
to China, appeared in Arabia, passed on through
Persia and Syria, and then, bending northward,
visited Georgia and Circassia; even the cold of &
Russian climate was not sufficient to check its
progress, though it appeared to have been pro-
duced and fostered by a tropical climate. It
spread till it reached our own country, then

across the Atlantic to the American con-
tinent and islands, and from thence it turned
back towards Europe, visiting Spain, France,
Rome, Sicily, some parts of Germany, and,
finally, the banks of the Thames, where, accord-
ing to Dr. Budd and Mr. Busk, the last victim
was selected on board the Dreadnought Hospital
Ship.

‘We noticed in & former article the peculiar
bebaviour which it manifested—how it passed
the most lofty mountains, crossed oceans,
traversed deserts, and bid defiance to all military
covdons and quarantine establishments. This
was the case with the epidemic which appeared
on our shores in 1882. Since then Europe has
been occasionslly visited at intervals of some
three or four yoars ; and it has been noticed that.
at each return of the disease it had lost mueh of
its severity, with, perhape, but one exception——
at Berlip, where it proved more fatal in 1837,
though it continued for a shorter period than it
did in 1880. -

There is some degree of uncertainty when the
epidemic which now threatens us began its
course westward, It is a remarkable fact, how-
ever, that at the time it appeared at Teheren,
after having been quiescent during the winter of
1845 and 1846, Kurrachee, near the north of the
Indus, was visited in & most fearful mannex by
the pestilence, for in the course of a fow days
8000 viotims were destroyed. We observe here
a great similarity to what occurred in the camp
of the Marqujs of Hastings in 1817, not long
after the first outbreak of the great epidemic in

the Delta of the Ganges; and the natural in-

ference is, that a certain state of the atmosphere
must have been the cause in each instance.
The disease took a 8.W. and a N.W. direction ;
not, however, always following the great lines of
human traffic, but appearing at places far distant
from the spot where it had been chiefly prevail-
ing, then turning back upon towns and villages.
which had been spared for a time. It has been
noticed by writers who have had opportunities of -
studying the history and progress of cholers,
that it is often preceded and accompanisd by
dysentery, diarrhees, or fever of a typhoid kind.
Dr. Searle has recently published a work, in
which he states the opinion, that these diseases
frequently arise from one source, and are but
modifications of each other. ¢In ordinary cire
cumstances,” he says, ¢ the disease occurs under
the united influence of heat and malaria, fol-
lowed by the conspiring one of cold, or other con-
comitant circamstances — diarrhea being its
mildest and more prevalent form. Dysentery is
another variety and the congestive typhus of Arm-
strong another—the latter being in
the same disease, modified by climate and form,
in which, perhaps, in its severest degree, it more
frequently manifests itself in this country.”
Thus it happened in Persia : for some time before
the outbreak of the cholera, dysentery, disrrhces,
and fever prevailed to a very great extent,

Itis not for us here to enter into a particulss
account of the progress of the present
as the profession has from time to time been in-
formed upon the subject ; up to the present mo-
ment it has been steadily advancing through Eu-
rope; and the question, therefore, naturally arises,
In what manner is it conveyed from one place to
another? Dr, Copland and some others are
firm believers in the doctrine of contagion—so
much as to deny that cholera ever entered a
place which had not held intercourse with
another infected, Mr. Orton, however, who
is of this number, says, * After examin-
ing into the evidence, we are forced to the
conclusion, however at variance with the com-
mon laws of contagion, that in this disease, at
least in Indis, the most intimate intercourse
with the sick is not in general productive of
more infection than the average quantity
throughout the community.” The majority of
writers, by far, both Indian and European, are
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opposed to the doctrine of infection or con-
tagion. Dr. Searle, who had considerable oppor-
tunities of studying the disease, having been in
India for twenty years, and having been at War-
saw during the prevalence of the disease there,
as well as having visited many cholera hospitals
of Germany, says, upon the question whether
e!mhuh infectious or not, “I can speak de-
eMy that it is not 80 ;”’ and cites in confirma-
tion of his views the freedom of the attendants
at the hospital from disease; the experiments of
the French physicians sent by their Govémment
to inrestigate the malady ; and the circumstance
of its attacking in India men occupying the
lower floor of a barrack, while those of the upper
floor escaped—of its affecting the men sleeping
on one side of a ship’s deck, in the roads off
Madras ouly, or one portion of a cantonment, or
the inhabitants of one bank of a river, exclu-
sively. The French commissioners referred to
express themselves more opposed to contagion
than in favour of it. P e
The majority of medical men attribute the
production and propagation of this terrible dis-
emso to certain conditions of the atmosphere
acting upon individuals previously disposed to
disease by some peculiar state of the constitution,
Dr. A. M. Bureaud Riofrey, in a work just
published, eatitled *Du Choléra,” &c., has this
remark :—* L’atmosphére contient dans son sein
des millions de germes, ces germes se développent
lorsqu'ils trouvent un terrain qui convient a leur
nature, le germe cholérique existant, flotte im-
perceptible dans I'atmosphere et ne s'implante
que sur les constiiutions. débilitées, sur celles chez
Jesquelles le pouvoir vital ou de réaction est
affaibji.” Dr. Gavin Milroy, in a pamphlet con-
taining some excellent remarks on the cholera,
observes : —* Another circumstance, utterly in-
eompatible with the idea of infection playing the
chief part in the diffusion of the cholera, is the
sudden seizure of hundreds of personsin a place
on one and the same day. How can any one
seek to reconcile such an occurrence with the
notion of the disease being communicated from
one person to another, and of its proceeding, as
it were, step by step, until it has overspread a
space of several miles in circumference within
twenty-four or thirty-six hours? Yet this most
improbable opinion has actually been held and
stoutly maintained, in connection, too, with the
present argument, and as affording irrefragable
evidence of there being a malarious condition of
the atmosphere during the existence of epidemic
cholera in a place, It may also be mentioned
that almost all the inhabitants of a town or dis-
trict often experience its morbific effects in some
degree or another; just as we know to be so
generally the case during the presence of in-
fluenza : very few persons escape it altogether.
In the one instance there is a marked temdency
to irritability of stomach, and to relaxation of the
bowels, or to crampy twitchings in different parts
of the body, these symptoms being especially apt
to supervene upon any impropriety of diet;
while, in the other, slight catarrh, headache,
unusual lassitude and general debility, are pretty
sure signs of the person having come within the
influence of the miasmatic agency, whose power
is always aggravated not a little by exposure to
whatever is liable to produce common catarrh.
Other diseases, too, which may happen to prevail
in a place at the same time, very generally ex-
hibit something of the character or impress of
the predominant epidemic.” Mr. Campbell,
sssistant-surgeon of the Horse Artillery, who had
considerable opportunities of studying the dis-

ense, speaks very decidedly on this point—* That
this disease is not infectious, but is caused by
the direct application to the surface of a peculiar
miasma, existing in particular strata of the atmo-
sphere, has been fully proved by the history of
its progress, as well as by the phenomena at-
tending it.”

The little good effected by quarantine and
other preventive measures of a like nature go far
to establish the doctrine that the principal sources
of the disease exist in the atmosphere. The Rus-
sian Government in 1831 relinquished quaran-
tine establishments, having found them utterly
inadequate to effect the desired end, The Em-
peror of Austria acknowledged that he had
committed an error in adopting what he de-
nominated the vexatious and worse than use-
less cordon regulations against cholera. The
Government of the United States of America,
after having tried the effects of quarantine,
abandoned it, some of the principal medical
men of the republic having declared its in-
utility, In Indis, the only instance in which
quarantines were tried, they failed. In Ma-
homedan countries, where harems are strictly
and rigidly guarded, the inmates, in many in-
stances, succumbed to the disease; and we are
informed, upon the authority of Clot Bey,
that 500 Arabs, encamped in the desert and
preserving s strict seclusion, did not escape.
Hence we perfectly agree with the Registrar-
General when he says that * Internal regula-
tions, and not quarantine and sanitary laws, are
the safeguards of nations; and that a salubrious
city in an epidemic, like & city built of stonein a
conflagration, is exposed to danger and injury,
but not to the same extent as the. present cities
of Burope, which are left without any adequate
regulations for the health and security of their
inhabitants.”

Although quarantines and military cordons
are but of doubtful utility, there are yet means
within our power to arrest or mitigate the hor-
rible Asiatic pestilence: not disinfectants, which
can destroy the most filthy odours ; not fumiga-
tions with the most energetic gases; but sani-
tary improvements in all our cities, towns, and
villages. Streets, if namrow, let them be
widened ; sewers, if ill constructed, let them be
renovated; dwellings. if badly ventilated, let
them be freely supplied with air; water, if
deficient, let there be a good supply; crowded
burying-places, if in the midst of a dense
population, let them be removed. These
things, combined with a personal attention to
health, will as cffectually keep the cholera from
our shores as the visitations of the plague to this
metropolis have been stopped by the improve-
ments made since the conflagration of 1688.

CORONERS AND MEDICAL WITNESSES.
: A FRIEND IN COURT.

A rorTRIGHT ago we directed the attention of
our readers to the case of Mr. Synnot, surgeon,
of Cadogan-place, who, on being summoned by
Mr. Mills, the deputy-coroner for Middlesex, to
attend an inquest held upon the body of a child,
was refused the usual fee which the law grants
to medieal witnesses. The excuse made for not
allowing the full sum to be paid was, that Mr.
Synnot, being summoned only as an ORDINARY
wiTXESS, he was not entitled to professional re-
muneration. This gentleman, considering that
he had been unjustly treated, summoned Mr.
Mills for the amount, in the Bloomsbury County
Court. The case was heard a short time ago,

and the judge distinctly stated that the surgeon
was entitled to the full sum allowed by the
Medical Witnesses Act, though from a technical
blunder he would be unable to recover it in that
court, the action having been brought in * tort,”
as though a contract existed. As, however, the
fee could be obtained by procuring & mandamus,
the judge advised Mr. Mills to take the case in
his own hands and pay the money. The hint
was not lost on the deputy-coroner, who paid
over to Mr. Synnot forthwith the full sum of
£1. 1s.

This is & most important decision on behalf of
the members of the medical profession, who are
lisble to be summoned before coroners’ courts;
and great praise is due to Mr. Synnot for the per-
saverance which he displayed, not omly in
asserting his own rights, but those of his pro-
fessional brethren. Had the decision been in
favour of the coroner it would have subjected
medical men to many acts of oppression, there
being but few who understand the nice distine-
tion between an ordinary and an ezéraordinary
summons ; and coroners might in numerous in-
stances have found means of easing the
county rates, by procuring the service of medical
witnesses for a mere trifle.

The conduct of Mr. Mills on this occasion was
truly reprehensible, as he sent to a surgeon, ac-
quainted with the cause of death, a summons
which was supposed would free the coroner from
the obligation of paying what an act of Parlia-
ment had distinctly authorized him to do. His
opposition, we are told, was on the ground that
Mr. Synnot had thrust himself forward as & wit-
ness, having, prior to the assembling of the jury,
by permission of the friend# of the deceased,
opened the body and carried away those portions
which alone could explain the csuse of death,

This he had a perfect right to do, as there wasno .

autharity to forbid him at the time he instituted
the post-mortem examination. It is true the
constable wished to make his word equally power-
fal with a declaration of law, and, because Mr,
Synnot bowed to no such authority, Mr. Mills
endeavoured to punish him by docking him of
his fee. It is remarkable with what ease the
Medical Witnesses Act is taken up and laid
aside, to suit the views of the coromer: its
provisons being respected when it allows him the
power of refusing the guinea for an examinatioh
of the body, but set at nought when it com-
mands bim to pay a certain sum for medical evi-
dence, As the opinions of the judge are of
importance to the members of the medical pro-
fession, we transcribe ‘them at length for their
information. He said:— e
« Mr, Mills’s ition was on ground
that the surgeon %ﬂ; himself forward as
a witness, having, prior to the assembling of the
jury, by ermission of the friends of the deceased,
ed &e body and carried away those por-
tions which alone could explain the cause of
death, The 6th and 7th of Will. IV.

that witnesses should be paid by the coroner
and he con

stances not legal. The judge observed that the
actof Victoria 1., chap. 68, sec. 2, totally repealed
the one defendant had referred to, as m
stated that, immediaug‘;n inquest

all witnesses and of ex

shall be paid l:.{ the coroner, who will be re-
imbursed by the justices at quarter sessions,
the different sums allowed being stated there-
in, among which was medical fee, £1. 1s,
Only the Trinity Term, Lord Denman

tried & case he on 8 against
the justices of Caernarvon, who refused to allow
a coroner for & medical witness, but whom, by
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the decision of his lordship, they would be com-
pelled to tﬁay. In fact, according to the act he
quoted, they had no discretion in the matter,
and he was of opinion that it was of no conse-
;ouapoe which summons a medical man received,

r if even he was in a room, and should unex-
peotedly be called upon to give evidence, he
could substantiate his demmﬁ. It would bea
very bad precedent to contirm the non-payment
of 2 medical man summoned as & witness, and

eat dificulty would by so doing arise in getting

uch witnesses to attend inquests.”’

In consequence of this decision, medical men
may now indulge in no fears as regards the re-
lation of 8 summons to'a fee : for whenever called
wpon to give evidence, in coroners courts, upon
the cause of death, or to answer questions
which involve medical knowledge, they are
clearly entitled to the sum specified in the act,
whatever the form of summons—be it erdinary,
miedical, or verbal.

{To the Bditor of the Medical Times.]

818,—I beg earnestly and respectfully to direct
your readers’ attention to the following advertise-
ment, which appears in the Times of to-dgy. I un-
derstand it also appeared in the T¥mes of Tuesday
last ; and, considering that the Lancet was published
on Baturday, there can be no doubt that the outrage
is committed very thoughtfully and deliberately, and
with a careful calculation of results :—

“OPERRATIVE SURGERY.— Amputation at the
shoulder-joint in & patient, aged 71, successfully per-
formed umder the influence of ether by Thomas
Wikley, Esq., surgeon to the Royal Free Hospital;
alse amputation of the arm in a man, aged 75, under
the influence of ether, successfully performed by
Thomas Wakley, Baq.: perfect recovery of both
patients. These cases exhibit the most extrgordinary
proofs of the safety and value of the use of ether
vapour in operative surgery. The Lancet of Saturday
last, Dec. 18, contains full reports of these highly
interesting cases. Order of any bookseller in town

or country.” )

Wow, Bir, I have often felt dissatisfied with the
quackish character of the Lancet advertisements,
end now and then at the quackish way in which it
‘purveys to the ignoranee of the general readers—
and my disgust was not a long while ago much ex-
cited by its mode of sdvertising for *‘ venersal”
readers—but these are small matters compared with
Auch an advertisement as the one above ! Everybody
knows how the young man was bullied into the very
extraordinary concern called an hospital, in Gray’s-
Jon-lane; and nobody much cares, tonsidering its
“fnsignificance of twenty beds, who is, or is not, its
surgeon. Bat I do think that the prostitation of a

‘professional institution, and a professional journal,
‘to the purposes of so painful a perpetration of
quackery requires a very indignant expression of
‘censure from every honest, right-thinking member of
the profession. How can we have a profession-how
be gentlemen—how exeraise control over the um-
-principled and the base—if such bold quackeries, so
sanctioned and so authorized, are allowed to have a
free and profitable currency ?

18 there no ¢fficient mode of teaching the person
‘Wakley that the profession will not bear with fm-
{:nity 8o daring an outrage on its respectability and

nour ?

The College of Surgeons is at once bound to see to
this flagrant infraction of their by-laws ; and every
gontleman shouyld hasten to recard his protest
against a precedent of fatal application.

: I am, Sir, your obedient servgnt,

London, Dec. 23. AN OLD PRACTITIONER.

DR. BURROWS.

[To the Editor of the Medical Times.)
By8,~I am gratified at the report in your journal

of this day, that the worthy (? worthy the honour)
representative of Finsbury has been seized with a
sudden qualm, and that he is disposed to unburden
his conscience and atone, so far as he can, !or.luc
numerous delinquencies by offering to those against
whom he has sinned the most *‘abject apologies,”
expressive of the deepest contrition and the most
sincere regret that his reckless pursuit of poguhmy
and self-gratulation had betrayed him into the most
unjustifiable falsehoods and the most wanton abuse.

entance is the first step to mercy and forgive-
nese; and the first bateh, exclusive of the late mat-
ter in the House of Commous, thus lored and
propitiated, have been Doctors Dawson, Culverwell,
and some others. It is to be hoped the same peni-
tent will endeavour, by similar acts of contrition, to
make his peace with Paris, Hawkins, Burrows, &o.
By the by, in reference to Dr. Burrows, something
is due to justice and the outraged mqjest{of thelaw.
How stands the case? The proprietor of the Lancet
proposes to Parliament a registration bill, the effect
of which would be to reduce the medical profession
to the lowest ebb; by which all those persons who,
before entering into practice, preferred attaining that
maturity of age and judgment which would render
thein callous to, end proof agaipst, the bullying,
swaggering, and abuse of a ‘“most corrupt, licen-
tious, and scurrilous journal,” would be driven from
Its ranks. By this means the profession would be
entirely at its mercy, and ‘‘led by the nose”’ as best
spited its purpose. As a preliminary to these laud-
able views, a committee was moved for and granted.
The mover or promoter was not appointed a mem-
ber, but, notwithstanding, most indelicately in-
truded—nay, became a sort of special pleader, to
cross-examine the wituesses and extort evidence for
future purposes. This was partly the case with Dr.
Burrows. This gentleman's evidence was pot only
published, but, as he asserts, grossly distorted and
perverted. These misrepresentations were intended
to subject him to the greatest obloguy. He was
held forth in terms of the most unjustifiable and un-
ﬁ;unded comments, and subjected to every kind of
abuse.

Dr. Burrows was summoned to give evidence
before a committee of the House of Commons, a con-
stitutional tribunal, and empowered to enforce the
truth. Let us suppose him, awed by the majesty of
journalism, consulting, not the truth, or at least not
the houest dictates of his own conviction, but the
whims and objects, however extravagant, of the im-
perious overseer. In what estimation would such
evidence be held—what the consequences to the wit-
ness—were such unyarrantable dereliction brought
home to him? Dr. Burrows was, legally as well as
morally, bound to speak the truth, and criminally
responsible for any evasion or deviation from the
dictates of his own moral conviotions, however un-
palatable the truth might prove to others. No ope
can know better than the Hon. M.P, for Finsbury
the nature of the oath propounded to a witness—
**The evidence, &ec., shall be the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth.” If & witness
then give false evidence, independent of the moral
stigma, the law has attached a severe penalty.

1t may be useful to the coroner for Midt(lesex to
be informed that truth—the verum—is twofold, lo-
ghicd and ethical: the former when the judgmens of

emind is in accordance with actual fact; in the
latter the moral conviction is at variance with the
real truth. Coneequently the same proposition
might be logically true and ethically false, snd what
might be a moral perjury in the Finsbury M.P. may
be with Dr, Burrows a legal truth.

But a witness before a parliamentary committee
is, it would seem, in rather an awkward predica-
ment: if he give false evidence the law will punish
him for perjury; but if he speak the truth he is
liable to be denounced, somewhat like an Irish land-
lord, by some high priest of parliamentary ¢ thug-
gism.

It may be matter for deliberate consideration
whether these denuneiations, or rather immolations,
upon the unhallowed altars of wanton and perverted
criticism be not aggravated violations of the law.
There ean be no doubt, I apprehend, but that
a court of law—the Queen's Bénch, for instance
—would upon application protect a witness from
unjust aspersions or corrupt animadversions, de-
spite, too, of even the high sanction and autho-
rity of the “.Jnniot," who is a3 yet about to teach
the “asenior’” or *chief” coroner of England the
law—at least ““crowner’s quest law.” believe,
then, if Dr. Burrow’s cvidence had been before the
Qucen’s Bench, that court would not have refused a
rule for a oriminal lnformation against the author of

founde rsiops him for speakin,
tness what he beli&"o?l the truth, nowhuﬂ: ]

o — ]

Queen’s Bench would feel dieposed to interfere in
the case of a witness in similar circumstahces before
A parliamentary committee, is a question upon which
I will not enter. But, be this as it may, there is
another tribunal which, in justice to itself, and in
vindication of its own privileges, ou§ht seriously to
take up the matter. is tribunal is the House of
Commous itself. The publishing of any of the pro-
oecdings within the House (and this, no doubt, ex-
tends tp committeeg), unless by its own
agent, is in itself g breach of privilege, and punisk-

le as such. If a new committee is, or has been,
appointed, unless the House do something to protest
the gyidenoe from malevolent misrepresentation and
unjust and abusive comment, it is to be hoped that
the first witness called upon will direct attention to
the awkward predicament in which he feels himself
placed, and respectfully decline giving evidence
unless assured of special protection from the clumasy
thrusts of a bungling operator with a foul and veno-
mous instrament. .

I am, Sir, your obedient servant.

Deg. 18. VINDEX.

P.S.—It certainly behoves Dr. Burrows and the
College of Physiclans to bring this matter before
either the Queen’s Bench or the House of Commons.
The eystem of intimidating witnesses from sorrupt
motives and for base purposes should be put down.
In case of the bill passing, who would be the regis-
trar-general, and what the salary ? The ¢ ecormorant’”
—*]1 thank thee, Jew"”—would ope * his ponderous
and marble jaws,” not “to cast up again,” but te
gorge the emoluments and patronage of an addi-

ional place. Hence this ‘“still harping on’ the

¢ Registration Bill.”

[To the Editor of the Medical Times.]
# Cre:cit indulgeos «ibi dirus hydrops,

Nec sitim pellit, nisi causa morbt

Fugerit venis, et 3g sdho eorp g
HoraTtit Oarm,, lib. ii., carm, 8, .

Mg. Ep1ToR,—AS an original subscriber to your
:Inoat l;(fllilinble periodical, I trust I bshall be par-

onsd trespass upon your courtesy by requr s
s small space in your riext number for (ze leluqi::
remarks relative to the present movement in poor-
1aw medical affairs. !

1 have been an attentive observer of the proceed-
ings of the Poor-law Medical Convention, and have
carefully read and studied the ;onmndna {as
published in your journal) which pr ed the fore
mation of that society, and stfll accompanies i
proceedings. I take a deep interest in the presen
movement, and therefore h that bath you, Me.
Editor, and my professional brethren will excuss me
when I state that I differ, fofo clo, both from your
opinion and theirs. I have now before me the cir-
cular issued by the committee of the Convention} in
my reply to it T have stated, and I here reiterste it
to be my firm persuasion, that the Convention has

un at the wropg end in calling upon Governmen

to Jo for us that which we are perfectly capable of
doing and ought to do for ourselves. Our own jea-
lousies, our own rivalries, and want of good
towards each other, constitute the fons eforigo mal,
with which Government has about as much to do
the Goodwin Sands with Tenterden Steeple, (]
may drijnk for ever and not quench our thirst unless
the pestilent cause of the disease be driven frowi ape
veins. No profession besides the medical works f
nothing; in no other profession is there such a total
lack of esprit du , in no other profession is
there such illiberal, dishonourable, and disgraceful
competition, as unfortunately taints ours. Are
boards of guardians, then, to be blamed if to save
the ratepayers’ money they take advantage of this
state of things? In a moral sense they may be
amenable to censure, but, politically, they are right.
In these days of free trade the golden axiom

ears to be, “Buy at the cheapest market;” and, if

e market price of medical labour and skill be low,
assuredly we have no right to etpeet a protecg:p
duty from a free-trade (Government, nor to antiei.
pate that the buyer will exert his energies to r
the price of the vender's goods. But, perhaps,
may be told that trade, commerce, and merchand
are totally different things from a profession, and
not to be governed by the same laws ; I may be ¢old
that a quantity of wheat, and the skill of a scien-
tific surgeon, should not be measured in the same
peck; I may be told that the man who contracts
with & board to supply a given quaatity of Man-
chester fustian, and the gentleman who undertakes
the fearful responsibility of attending the sick in a
population of ten thousand souls, ought not to be
elasified together. ¢ Hao non sunt se com-

" " AN this may be objeeted td fue, and, in

In %,
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sooth, I should agree with the objector, yet still we
know that this is the case ; aud here comes the
knotty point, how is a state of things admitted on
all hands to be radically wrong—how is this state of
things to be set right ?

Permit me, Mr. Editor, through you to ask my
brother practitioners, cspecially my brethren in
unwn practice, the following questions: —If a trades-
man he bidden b[: a customer less for an article than

ts prime cost, what does he do? If a schoolmaster
be requested to receive a boy into his boarding-
chool for less money than the boy’s food will cost,
what does A2 do ? If a barrister be desired to plead
for 8 less fee than a guinea, what does hs do? I
eve the replies are obvious; and if the same
practice were put in force in medicine, as would
inevitably be adopted in the above cases, then Mr.
Garlick would have no cause to complain that he
was a positive loser by his Halifax contract. Here,
then, is the remedy. Let every member of the Con-
vention pledge himself to his brother members, let
every member of the profession pledge himself to
his brethren, not to undertake poor-law practice at
its present disgraceful price. Let us not trouble the
vernment (which has now a vast deal more on its
hands than it can well manage) about our affairs,
but Jet us ourselves adjust them. The public, I
mean the board of guardians public, chooses to
classify us with tradesmen; well, be it 80, but then
let us take advantage of this classification. The
ironmasters at their quarterly meetings settle the
Price of iron, and no ironmaster is ever known to
undersell his brother ironmaster. Let, then, a me-
dical convention at its meetings.settle the price of
medical skill, labour, and anxiety. Let all be
tavited, entreated, urgently pressed to join this Con-
vention, and although there may be a mean, dirty,
black sheep here and there, yet do I firmly believe
that not only the majority but the great mass of the
fession would respond to the call. Let a day be
ed on which every poor-law medical officer shall
engage to throw up his district, and every medical
Practitioner in the kingdom engage mnot to accept it
at any other than the salary fixed by the Convention.
Away with the trumpery nonsense about strikes for
wages, such a step would not be a strike for wages.
8urg‘eons.. physicians, apothecaries of England!® if
You imagine this, you have misunderstood your vo-
cation. l‘ic. who labours for his employer, that em-
ploxer gaining a profit on his servant’s labour in
copjuaction with his own capital, is in a totally dif-
ferent position from the medical practitioner, whose
hlgour 18 not combined with any man’s capital,
neither does any man besides himaclf gain a money
profit by it. The fact is, that really the medical
man’s capital, his stock-in-trade, is his skill, and he
individually or collectively has as much right to fix
he price at which he will sell it as a draper has in-
dividually to fix a price on his calicoes, or the iron-
masters collectively to determine the selling price of
thex_r iron.

8ir, it is notorious that English gnvernments have
always neglected, despised, abused, ill treated, and
hated our profession : need I point to their abandon-
ment or destruction of all bills which have been in-
trodaced for its improvement? Need I point to the
low position which medicine occupies in the army
and navy? Need I paint to their throttling of the
Apothecaries’ Act of 18157 Need I point to the
recent disgraceful charter of the College of Sur-
f:;m. which attempts to exalt the few by depress-

the many? Where is the name, where the
honour, where the station, where the rank, where
the emolument which any English Government has
ever awarded to any medical man? Where, I ask ?
and Echo answers, where ?

Let us, then, expect nothing from the Govern-
ment, but be true to ourselves.

* Hereditary bondsmen, know ye not

‘Who would be frce themselves must strike the blow.”

I have the honour to be, Mr. Editor, your faithful
and obliged servant, '

Cuas. Brappoxy,
Medical Officer in the Upton-on-Severn Union.

Upton-on-Severn, Dec. 2.

EARLY. STRUGGLES OF SANITARY RE-
FORM; OR, PURSUIT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
UNDER DIFFICULTIES,

[To the Editor of the Medical Times.]
81g,—1I think you will agree with me that the fol-
lowing extract from Sir John Barrow’s * Travels in
China” is not without interest at the present junc-

ture
) After g the process of economizing and
wpplylng Kquid saanare (us alluded to by yous eorre-

pondent, Mr. Th , in one of your recent num-

bers), and telling us, that as a consequence of this
{)ractice, and from the want of drainage in the
arge and uensely populated cities of the Celestial
Empire, “a disgusting odour remains about the
houses all day long, from the fermentation of the
heterogeneous mixtures kept above ground,” the
learneg traveller proceeds as follows : —

“ The medical gentlemen of China are not quite so
ingenious as we are told the faculty in Madrid were
about the middle of the last century, when the inha-
bitants were directed, by royal proclamation, to
bulld proper places of retirement to their houses,
instead of emptying their nocturnal machines out
of the windows into the streets. The inhabitants
took it into their heads to consider this order as a
great affront, and a direct violation of the rights of
man; but the doctors were the most strenuous op-
posers of the measure, having, no doubt, cogent
reasons for wishing the continuance of the practice.
They assured the inhabitants that if human excre-
ment was no longer to be accumulated in the streets,
to attract the putrescent particles floating in the air,”’
(* There is nothing new under the sun!” what is
this but the science of homaopathy applied to pub-
lic hygiene ?), *“‘they would tind their way into the
human body, and a pestilential sickness would be
the inevitable consequence.”—* Travels in China,”

page 99.
'\there the worthy baronet got hold of this choice
morceau about the faculty of Madrid I do not know,
but I think you will agree with me that the story is
too good to_be lost.
I am, 8ir, your obedient servant,
Dec. 18. EcHo VERITATIS.

THE FACULTY OF PHYSICIANS AND
SURGEONS OF GLASGOW.
[To the Editor of the Medical Timee.]

MR. EpiToR,—I[n running my eye over your
‘“ answers to correspondents’ just now, I caught
sight of one to which, I trust, I shall be authority
enough to cause you to give the broadest qualifica-
tion in your next number. This one relates to the
Faculty of Physicians and_Surgeons of Glasgow.
During the last summer I visited Glasgow, and
amongst its institutions the one in question. Iam
not sure that I did not at first find myself on the
banks of the Clyde with a little Krejudice in my
mind not altogether in favour of the good old city,
for, say as we may, we English have a good dash of
the bigot in our conmstitutions, and a wonderful
faculty for retaining early impressions, however
vaguely formed. Here, however, my national weak-
ness soon sustained a grateful inflexion, that is to
say, became one—if it is proper 8o to speak—on the
other side. It would be presumptuous in me to dilate
upon the merits of the instructive or licensing cor-
porations, but it is a simple act of justice to as high-
principled and worthy gentlemen as it has ever been
my good fortune to meet, to declare my thorough
conviction as much of the ﬁeaming of one set of in-
stitutions as of the honour of the other; and an in-
stance fully testing the latter came under my own
immediate observation in connection with the Faculty
of Physicians and Surgeons. It may be, as you say,
that the latter institution ‘‘ does not stand high as'a
licensing Erofessionnl body,” but, foppery apart.
there may be a place or two nearer home that nee
pot blush to find it put upon equality.

Mzr. Editor, your obedient servant,
WiLriaM HeExrY Brown, M.D,, F.L.S.
Belgrave-house, Dec. 18,

GERMAN HOSPITAL, DALSTON,
[¥ROM A CORRESPONDENT. ]

We have refrained from alluding to the late
differences in connection with this institution
until we were in possession of correct informa-
tion on the subject, and we do so now the more
readi.y, as we consider the course pursued by
Dr. Freund to have been highly proper and
praiseworthy. The facts of the case are simply
these :—Dr. Freund, the directing physician of
the hnspital, having rcpeatedly requested, in
committee and in his Annual Medical Report,
dated Oct. 15, 1846, ** that proper and efficient
accommodation might be provided for seeing the
out-patients, to no purpose, notwithstanding the
medical officers had, at the request of the com-
mittee, met specially at the hospital, towards the
end of July m to repart as to the necessary

alterations, at length determined that the
patients’ comfort should no longer be sacrificed
by the negligence and delay of the committee.
Therefore, on Tuesday, the 21st Scpt., finding
the patients exposed to the wind and violent
rain—for they had no other waiting-room than
the very small one (about 5 or 6 ft. wide by 15
or 16 long) devoted to their cxamination—I
then resolved on seeing them in the board-ropm,
where the patients would be more co'mfona le,
and the violation of decorum, hitherto inevitable,
avoided.” This gave great offenceto_one or tw
members of the committee, and when Dr. Freund
was about to enter the room on the following
Saturday, he was told by the assis'?int secretary,
in the presence of some of the paid servants
the institution, that he had been instructed by
the visiting committee (which we find has no
existence) “ to lock the door, and forbid his
entering the room.” Of course, as the only re-
sponsible officer of the hospital, Dr. Freund was
much irritaied at so gross an insylt, and said,
that any one who could give such instructiong
must be & most ungentlemanly and impudent
fellow. Mr, Phillipps, & member of the com-
mittee, who, it appears, exercices an unwarrant.
able authority in the management of the affairs
of the institution, shortly afterwards made his
appearance, and Dr, Freund immediately asked
him for an explanation; but he declined giving
any answer until the doctor repeated his opinion
of the conduct that had been pursued against
hirc ; when he at once said, that he * had done
it, that he was master of the house, and that he
would kick the doctor's nose an& wring it
Dr. Freund naturally became much exuperate&
at this, and told him that he was an impertinent
fellow, and that if he re?eated such language he
would turn him out of the hospital. A few
members of the committee met on the following
Tuesday at the hospital, and immediately sys-
pended Dr, Freund, declaring him unfit for the
office of directing physician, and this without
giving him an opportunity of refut.ing the charges
that had been brought against him by Mr. Phi
lipps, although he was on duty at
that very day.

On receiving a copy of this resolution, which
was signed by the Rev. Dr. Kuper, as chairman,
Dr. Fieund wrote to this gentleman, and re-
quested that an apology might be made to him,
and that the resolution thus hastily p might
be withdrawn, at the same time stating that he
should still continue to discharge his duties at
the hospital. No attention was paid to this
letter. Dr. Freund, therefore, notwithstandi
his suspension, which, according to the rules @
the hospital, appears to have been illegal, wentto
the hospital as usual on the following gaturda X
but was again insulted by being told by the
house-surgeon that he had orders to prevent his
seeing the patients, and to give instructions to the
dispenser, the nurses, and the porter, not to obey
him, There was also a deputation of the ¢om-
mittee, consisting of Messrs. D. H. Gardechews,
A. Fisher, and ‘Ym. Kuper, at the hospital
prevent his entering the wards. A 58enerql me?t-
ing of the governors was afterwards called for
Oct. 14, to decide on his retention or dismissal,
which at once refused to sanction the conduct of
the committee, whereupon the Rev. Dr. Kuper
tendered in their resignation, and they, with the
illustrious chairman, the Duke of bridge,
left theroom. Mr. Alderman Sidney, M.P., one
of the vice-presidents, remained behind, and was
called to the chair, when a resolution was passed
unanimously reinstating Dr. Freund in his office.
This, however, was of no avail, for so inveterate
was the feeling of some few members of the com-
mittee, that, when the doctor again presented
himself at the hospital on the following aturd:{,
Mr. Preller, the sub-treasurer, met him, and said
he protested against his seeing the patients, *“in
the name of the committee and in his own name,
as owner of the house.”” Dr. Freund imme-
diately presented a written document with which
he had provided himself, signed by Mr. Alder-
man Sidney, proving his reinstatement, but Mr.
Proller refused to acknowledge it, Dy, Fronad

i
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therefore left the hospital. The ex-committee
then actually called another general meeting for
the 28th Oct., to appointa court of inquiry—a
course previously proposed by Dr, Freund to the
deputation above alluded to, but not agreed to
by them—to investigate the validity of the state-
ment made in their rcport read at the last
meeting, and actually printed and distributed
among the governors before the meeting took
place. The court of inquiry was a&pointzd,
of Lord Ashley, M.P., Sir R. H. Inglis, M.P.,
B. B. Cabbell, Esq., M.P., Chevalier Hebeler
(Prussian consul),and Samuel Gurney, Esq., jun.,
on the part of the ex-committee; and Alderman
Sidney, M.P,, J. W. heim, o .
Brown, Esq., J. W. Moule, ., and J, Stoh-
AT i s Sty
of inq met at on
Tavern on the 17th omvembcr, and, after in-
vestigating the matter, came to the unanimous
conclusion that—‘* the conversation and conduet
of Dr. Freund took place when he was in a state
o:“ gti:a;.:txart:‘fneneg %nyd lnt:“l: such exciue:il.ent
produc aving received, at
the moment of his arrival at th:tl,:gapiul; 8 viva
;ou mhm:?o:i'thst l§e was !t.llt:: to occupy, for the
urposes uties in ital, a room
vhichhehadcldmeducte:?;gurymom
modation for him in the discharge thereof, while
such intimation is, nevertheless, all to have
been the act of the committee of visitors, held
two days before—viz., on the 23rd September—
the omission of a written and immediate notice
of such intimation to Dr. Preund, directing phy-
sician of the hospital, being likely to be specially
painful to him, who had, from the commence-
ment of the institution, rendered great and gra-
tuitous lervieessi_n gd of its foundation and
'. 3 l@ ‘!l]ey,Cl e, .n

A third meeting of the governors was called
for the 27th of November, to receive this report,
when, strange to say, Mr. Galdecheus com-
menced by asking Dr. Freund ¢ if he meant_to
nng!ornot ?”  To this the doctor repled “No,”
sndfartherstated thattwo daysbefore he had been
sent for by Mr. Alderman Sidney, who informed
him that Chevalier Hebeler had called on him
(Alderman Sidney), on the part of his Excel-
lency Chenlier Bunsen, and offered him hand-
some testimonials, and something still more sub-
stantial, if he would resign. The doctor declined
teoeptmgemch try, mean offers, as he con-
sidered he would be degrading himself and the
profession to which he belongs if he did so.

This meeting ended in a resolution being put
and carried, to the effect that * Dr. Freund’s
usefulness to the hospital since its foundation,
his unremitting attention to the duties of di-
X physician, entitle him to the continued
confidence of the governors of the institution.”

'.lf':xnsht:ltermmted & most unf&rtunute and,
80 far as the committee are concerned, disgraceful
affair. Dr. Freund, we think, has done great
service to the profession : he has taught a lesson
that :vixﬂ:t not to be fot%om,thnt. if medical
men to be respected by the public and by
public bodies, they must first show that they re-

on the honour and
their duty to uphold.

EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE SE-
LECT COMMITTEE ON ' MEDICAL
LEGISLATION.

(8ir Benjamin Collins Bro:i)ie, Bart,, F.R.8.,

(Continued from page 186.)

Tas ReeistraTiON BILL.—A system of regis-
tration of all medical practitioners throughout
England and Wales I think would be a very good
thing ; it would be popular with the profession,
aud rather useful for the public. I have looked
at the scheme of registration contemplated by
the bill of this session. I do not think that any
m registration of the existing practitioners

that bill could be carried into effect.
Under what is there proposed, persons would be

registered who ought not to be registered, and
g:mns would not be registered who ought to
registered. Thus it allows any persons to

be registered who have degrees or licences from
any constituted bodies. I believe that most per-
sons in the profession think that a person who
has a licence from the Faculty of Physicians
and Surgeons in Glasgow ought not to be re-
E:ered‘ 88 qualified to practise over the whole
lom en, again, the University of St.
Andrew’s, even now, and the University of
Abedeen till very lately, have been in the habit
of granting degrees upon mere examination ;
naly, within a very short space of time they were
sold, without the candidates even appearing at
the University. Many of those degrees have
been granted to persons quite unqualified to
ractise. Dr. ——, a quack doctor, had a
gree from St. Andrew's or Aberdeen; and I
have no doubt that even now there are many
ms having those degrees in this country,

and who would be registered under this bill, but
who would not be at all fit to be registered. On
the other hand, some of the best surgeons in the

country, practising in the provinces, are not
members of the Cosllege of Surgeons. There are
two gentlemen in the Bristol Hospital ; they are

ted by everybody, and they are very emi-

nent surgeons, but they would be left out from
this register, There are also 8 great many per-
sons practising as surgeon-apothecaries, and
who are eminent practitioners, in different parts
of the country; I have met with many such
myself, ve not a licence from A] o
1=

, who
thecaries’ Hall; who, from some technical
ficulty, cannot get that licence, but who are
adopted by the public, and are popular in the
ive districts in which they reside, and
1 qualified to practise ; those gentlemen would
be left out. The Apothecaries’ Company do not
venture to prosecute them, but still they would
be left out of the register. It appears to me that
uo system of tration can be at all just or
proper in the first instance, unless those to
whom the registration is confided have certain
discretionary powers granted to them. In con-
sidering the medical bills introduced by the
Recretary of State three or four years ago, this
difficulty presented itself, and there it was in-
tended to contide the registration to the Council
of Health, composed of several persons, some in
the profession and some out of it; but under the
present bill, if there be any discretion at all, it
must be given to a single peraon in each country,
and it would be too t & power to give to any
individual. It would have involved the Council
of Health in a good deal of trouble, for they
would have been accused inevitably of partiality
and prejudice on many occasions, however just
mlnight have been; but the clamour against
i iduals to whom such a power was confided
would be such that no individual could stand
¢t it. A ister, including the different
of the profession a8 now subdivided, and
also embracing an alphabetical list, with the
in the profession appended to each name,
in addition to the residence, under competent
responsible authority, I think would be very
usefal.

CONTROL OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE.—
The register contemplated in this bill is in con-
junction with a licensing power in different parts
of the United Kingdom, controlled by the Secre-
tary of State, with i rs under his authority
in each part of the United Kingdom. I think no
Smahg of State could be competent to under-
take such & duty ; he must be assisted by other

. The schemes of education of the dif-
lerent licensing bodies are to be submitted to the
Queen in Council ; but the difference is only in
words ; it would, I imagine, be, in fact, sub-
mitted to the Secretary of State or the President
of the Council ; but taking the President of the
Council and the Secretary of State together, if
they alone are to be the controlling authority,
that would not appear to me to be satisfactory.
I think it would be impossible for any but
medical men, and those acquainted with the de-
tails of medical education, to form & correct

{)udgment on the subject. I have referred to the
ilis which Sir James Graham introduced in
1845, in all of which a council of health was con-
templated ; the institution of such a body on
the part of the State I think would be very useful
in various ways. I think that council should be
composed of a certain number of persons in dif-
ferent brancl;e; of the proftel::ion, afn:.cisendn other
persons not belonging to rofession, persons
of influence in tl:):.':orld 3 I think the whole
of them should be appointed by the Crown. If
so composed that the supreme control over the
curri of the different licensing bodies, by
means of assessors, with a view to that
the standard was strictly and eqmw
byall, it might and would be d that it
should be intrusted to that body. In sddition
to those high functions, I think that that would
be very useful ; and it would ensure certain pe
sons paying great attention to questions w.
now very much interest the public, that the
Council of Health be consulted, being at the seat
of Government, upon sanitary questions, and
matters affecting the health of the public. I
think the establishment of a lin!lo registrar for
each kingdom is a very great defect; and that
the establishment of the Council of Health for
the whole kingdom would be an excellent mea-

sure. Iam not %uite certain that, with r&lrd
to equality of right to practisein every the
United gdom, I rightly understand the bill ;

but it appears to me that the who has
passed his examination at Apothecaries’ Hall is
capable of filling any situation whatever, either
of apoth , physician, or s —80 it
seems to me, but it may not be so intended.
RecirrociTy or PriviLeor.—I think careshould

be taken in this way, that those educated inScot- ,

land should be as well educated as those educated
in England; and that those educated in Enghgd
should be as well educated as those educated in
Scotland ; and that then the practice in the two
countries should be common to both. I think.
the Scotch education in general is fully equal to
that of the great mass of practitioners here; I
think the education of physicians is not quite
equal to that of the physicans here, for this
reason especially, that they require no preli-
minary egucuion. I have referred to three
bodies in Scotland: the Faculty of Physicians
and Surgeons in Glasgow, who have the power
of licensing for four counties in Scotland ; the
Univmi:{ of 8t. Andrew’s, without & b
or medical achool ; and the University of Aber-
deen, with comparatively small institutions of
that kind, With respect to Aberdeen I believe
that they have a good hospital and s pretty good
school. ~ There is no licence for s at
Aberdeen ; I think all those bodies might license
for the whole kingdom, under a proper super-
vision of the Council of Health, and that they
should have power to do it. i

CorroraTe Morarrry.—1I think all the bodies
here and there too would require a little looking
after. Supervision in all cases would be neces-
sary., Their interest would lead them, if_n
equal standard were fixed, practically to examine
parties below that lt.und‘nt with & view of at-
tracting ; but that will, I hope, be coun! v
by higher motives. It would be the tics
with some, éhzvned;o dt:llxlt:;. as 3t this very
moment in St. w's give degrees upon
examination without any particular course of
study.

Tus Coriear or Payercians.—I am aware
that the College of Physicians have applied for

a new charter. I think their nt charter &
most absurd one, ially wi ct to the
election of the president and the body of elects.

‘We obtained, under our new charter, a more
summary power of expulsion from our body for
mala prazis than there was formerly. In my
opinion this is salutary; Ido not believe we have
yet had an opportunity of acting upon it, and it
will be often very difficult to act upon it, for it
will be difficult to get evidence of mala prazis.
PeNaLTiRs AGAINST ILLEGAL PRACTITIONERS,
—It is said that by the law as it now exists there

are no operative upon the practice of per-
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sons coming from Scotland, or coming from Ire-
l;'ng,d' whose attainments are not su%gisclnﬁ
. Or upon persons practising in
without being members either of the College of
Surgeons or the Society of Apothecaries. My
own opinion is against any restrictions as to pri-
vate practice, but that is not the feeling of the
ion, who generally differ from me upon
e subject. My own opinion is, that the pro-
fession would do better if no one could be pro-
secuted merely for engaging in private practice,
and that the only restriction should be that per-
sons who had not licences should not be eligible
for public institutions or public appointments,
1 would endeavour to effect the great object tobe
secured for the public, of obtaining the best ac-

but by encouraging the possession of them.
I think that ip the same way as individuals are
always better from having to depend upon their
own conduct and character, and not being
mppod up by others, so the profession would be
ter from having to depend upon its own cha-
racter, and not protected by penalties. I
remember the billsof 1845, They proceed upon
that principle of holding out inducements,
and not xn&ct.mg penalties, and I entirely ap-
proved of them. In that respect those bills
effected what I conceive to be politic, and many
of the &rgfpuion think the same; but the great
mass differ from me in opinion. They would
desire the infliction of severe ties for
practising without due legal authority. I would
not recommend that course.
anuthCuml ;: THR APOTHECARIES’ ACT.—
e apothecaries have a very strict monopoly;
that is, their act of Parliament gives them apo veZy
strict monopoly, but they cannot act upon the
act of Parliament ; they prosecute a few persons,
but the grest number of persons who practise
without their licence are not prosecuted. Pensl-
ties, I may say, do not interfere with the prac-
tice of quacks or really uneducated ns at
all. There will always be a tendency to employ
quacks, because all must die in their turn. The
medical ion can never do all that is re-
qnired of them to do, and those whé cannot be re-
heved by the regular craft will of course naturally
look to others. Whn.i tile demand tl‘;d: empirical
practioe is s0 gener suspect that the pro-
eeedinghypenjmtocheck it will be ineffectual.
desirable to it, if ible, but I
it can be done, king to the
state of the profession generally, under the law
a8 it now exists, and considering the bill for the
alteration of the law as in the present
session, I would rather leave the profession
as it is.
Frer Trave 1v Mepiorne.—At the same time
I am of opinion that the law reguleting the me-
; ion is very susceptible of improve-
ment in some respects. I think it a very great
hardship that no one should be admitted to
practice here who has not been autho-
by the Apothecaries’ Bociety; I thinkita
that who are educated in Scotland
d, who, from some technicality, cannot
examined at Apothecaries’ Hall, should not
tted to practise in England ; butI think
e object may be attained by some other
' means than by that bill. Any man
ractise as a surgeon in England without
himself to a pen;ls; and I do not
has at all suffered from that caunse.
has more advanced than any
profen_tion, though there is no
parties practising as surgeons
. Ithink that the profgl.;oion
uch harm, be thrown open in
as surgery is; but the view
is: when a an
is own case, he has a right to
, and anybody should have a
him ; but where one person has
to attend a third person, he
to appoint somebody who has
to practise. Therein consists
D between the appointment by
bodies and the Government, and the
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choice of ‘an individual, with" to'his own
medical attendant; and that would extend even
to schools and workhouses and ships. Wherever
third parties appoint medical advisers, there the
law should step in and obtain some security with
respect to the competency of the 80 to be
appointed. That is the line that I would draw.
Each individual should, according to law, exer-
cise his own free choice, but public bodies should
be compelled by law to employ only persons
whose skill had been tested by some public au-
thority. I think that would be a very good sys-
tem. I donot say that it would be practicable
to introduce it with the present feelings of the
profession ; but I very much suspect that if you

of the same opinion with myself. The bill
now under consideration will establish a single
faculty, and is in direct violation of the principle
for which I would contend.
Correae LiBrarY AND MusEumM.—The College
;.):'gseurgeom. has expended, within my ;l:x;;ry.
sums in increasing its museum an i
to flutllin Y The museum is inowe thui doub)
and the is a superior iwi; suppose
it is the bes:;rxyedieal and scientific library in the
kingdom. At the same time, it is no more than
the college were bound to do, and undertook to
do; they were placed at the head of the profes-
sion; they had funds for the purpose, they
have performed this duty very honestly, but it
'was no more than they ought to have done.
Scorcr AND Imisk Mepicar PracrrrioNses.
‘With respect to practitioners from Ireland or
Scotland who come to practise surgery in Eng-
land, I think that, in the event of their having
the same qualification in on':gm of the kingdom
a8 in another, if they remo from one part to
another, it would be well that they should be ad-
mitted ad eundem to the college in the part of the
kingdom in which theyresided. It would not be
just to admit them ad eundem without some con-
tribution on their part to the fund which main-
tains this valuable library and museum ; but
a moderate contribution wo be sufficient.
I think it would be better that they should be
admitted with the view of registration into our
college. It would be convenient for registration
at all events; but I would not compel them tobe
examined if they had been previously examined.
The infliction of a penalty would not be at
variance with my principle ; if they were not ad-
mitted it would not affect their private practice ;
it would be only necessary to qualify them to
hold public situations ; and upon persons holding
public situations without a licence I would inflict
a penalty. I have not considered that particular
point & g::t deal, that a surgeon duly licensed
at Edinburgh should, if he came to practise
here, be eligible to fill a public situation, as the
surgeon of a hospital in England, unless he were
a member of the College of Surgeonsin England;
but it appears to me that it would be, on the
whole, desirable that if he came to practise in
England he should become a member of the
Coﬁ e of Surgeons, on the g:ymem of & small
contribution ; which would be only a fair con-
tribution, considering the privileges to which
he would be entitled on beconfing a member,
ReersTrARs.—1I believe that I endeavoured to
point out that you could not have a fair system
of registration in the first instance without giving
a good deal of discretion to those to whom the
registration was confided, such an amount of
discretionary power as tg:u could not venture to
ive to an individual ; that, even if it was a large
ly, they would be liable to charges of pre-
judice and partiality; but that, if it were an in-
dividual, he could not stand against the clamour
that would be raised. That objection applies to
the intrusting the discretion to a single person;
but I mean to say, also, that a registrar for
England, and a registar for Scotland, and a re-
gistrar for Ireland, would be an evil, because
each would act separately. I think it necessary
that the registration should be on a uniform
principle, under some central authority.
ReaistrATION.—The form of registration put
in by Dr. Hawkins, the registrar of the College

wait twenty years the fession generally will
aniremenh. not by penalties for the ‘want of | be Ton g : e S

ofPh{nieimn,i- formed on themodel of thenaval
list. I think that would be very good; some
names would be found in two lists. Of those
who are qualified by a licence to dréwﬁne
may make a register without any difficulty,
cn:sehthecfollege gf g’hy-ici.m- print their oy
and the College of Surgeons print their li
and the Society of Apothecaries print their list,
so that you have only to send these three lists to
the printer and have it published in two

but that would not include all who t to
included, because there are a great many Edin-
burgh physicians, and physicians with foreign

practising in the country, who are not

¥i

ught not to have the power
practising taken away from them, but ﬁa{ would
not be included in the list of the College of Physi-

: b;elongmg” e vy tht:e go.ilege of ns who
not ing to the urgeons w)
would not be included in their list. I do not
consider it desirabl e:es;. a general measure for
the registration of cal men for the whale
country,

U:xzmm Epucation.—I do not think it
undesirable that surgeons should be educated at
Enshs:fut:;:dtnﬂnu if they eog enterofupon the
stu grofuon at age of twenty.
Dr. Enckhnd, e dean of Westminster, mtgl
lonbymlyr:.xﬂrutudvieetothe university ; but
all that y mean is, that it is desi that
theyshould get a good education. Dr.Buckland’s
son intends to enter the as & surgeon,
and he is about to take his degree at Oxford,
All I mean tosay is, that it is desirable that they
should obtain a good education; where they ob-
tain it I do not care; they may obtain a very
good education though they are not sent to the
universities,

Surlumu;rc o;h 311:3110!.—1 thinkd ok m
supervision of medi ucation an
regnlperavm tions might be entrusted to one body. The
higher eminent medical men from Ireland and
8cotland would have to be'in London only opcas
sionally. My notion is, that there would be
Scotch and committees ée:lut they would
act separately in Ireland and Scotland, the cone
currence of the whole of the three bodies, how-
ever, b:shfgkreqnued for some , in that

ink we could secure action and &
united body; the matter was very well con-
sidered formerly, and the Scotch and Irish saw
no difficulty in it,

Drucerers’ Pragrice.—The tendency of the
present improved medical education is to secure
to the whole country a class of men whose edu-
cation has been expensive, and the effect of that
is to drive the poor man to the chemist’s
for advice as well as for medicine; but I have
already stated that it is not desirable to ,f“t' lng
legislative check upon that, I think it rab)
that chemists should be required to prove that
they understand pharmacy ; but if you were to
require of chemists a medical education, you
would institute another order of practitioners. I
think that it is an evil that mu;tb%mw cure
itself, legislation cannot reach it; repoat
that these are not the opinions of the profession.

Facurty i)ri‘Punxcu:l:l ntil:n Su:fnx:s or
Grascow.—It is the general opinion pro-
fession that the gl who had recef@ed the di-
plomas of the Faculty of Physicians and Sur-

of Glasgow are not properly Tnhﬁed . I
E:)E ntzl(:thing;fdie of my o:{nt::ow edge, but }
8 e gen opinion profession.
d'i);. know somet.hingp of the constitution of that
body and of the curriculum enforoed there. I
only mentioned it by vu{ of illustration. ButI
have no personal knowledge of it, There is &
hospital attached to the Medical School at Glas-
gow, ;:d & museum, Mediedotmd?u at G'll!h:

w have good means of studying.
E:useum bel'::zs not to the Faculty ofy]?.’hyliciam
and Surgeons of Glfsgow, but to the college. -

Oxrorp AND CaMBRIDGE DEGREERs. — Vi
little test is required by the Eng:h universities
of Oxford and Cambridge. fact is that
Oxford and Oambridge men are all educated in
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on; London is their medical school, They
ve s medical school, but I do not believe that
mhy students trust altogether to those medical
schouls. They grant degrees, and I think it is
quite r, for the degree is a proof of a
neral education, and at the same time of their
sving acquired some knowledge of their pro-
ion ; but the principal advantage of the Cam-
ridge and Oxford degree is, thatitisa groof of
ir having had a ﬁood education. think
in a place like Glasgow, where they have
not only a good genera] education, but the addi-
tion of mseum and a library, they would be
highlyq ified to ¢ degrees ; and I think it
! ey should require the same
glemnment as is required omhyncim here. I
believe they have & very good school ; still I do
not think the schools are to be com with
the London schools, on account of the greater
f::mber of hospitals, which are also here of
arger size, and the gre ter competition. I be.
lieve the degrees of Oxford and Cambridge "2
anted now upon medical examination, but
not know the details. 1 do not know
hether the examiners are competent examiners ;
I very likely might be incorrect. I have seen
g diplomas and the degrees “fmnted at Oxford
and Cambridge. The medi rofessors there
aré all known, and I do not douﬁt that they are
8 competent to examine upon medical sub-
ects. ‘I have notseen the diplomas of the Faculty
Physicians and Surgeons in Glasgow; they
ﬂlve a licence to practise only in four counties,
nown to the profession generally. The names
of the examiners who grant those licences that 1
saw fermerly, were not known to the profession
fenerally,

. CountRY PrAcTiTioNERS.—In connection with

the supply of the wants of the in country
districts, I must say that I think, on the whole,
&q gIet very go;den qedic:lh advice in the coun-
» 1 go yery o into the country to see pa-
flents, and I'am very much struck with the
eneral good sense and knowledge of the country
tactitioners ; they are thrown very much upon
ir own resources, and are compelled to use
eir wits, and for the most part know a good
upon thesubjects in which they are engaged.

ose who are members of the College of Bur-
%om first may practise as members, and many
who have become members become fellows after-
wards. During that interval their practice goes
on; but the greater part of the best educated
men at no time begin practice before the age of

swenty-five.
,Oazormxs acarnsT Phyavrres, — I would
not lput a penalty on private practice; but I
Would put a penalty on public practice without a
Licence. There is more difficulty in an indi-
vidual selecting a competent medical man than
E members of a public institution doing so. But
if the Government publish a list of qualified
persons, and any person says, *“ I will not take a
pe out of this list, but I will go to somebod,
else,” it is his own concern, and I do not thi
that 3]0“ should interfere with it. The same
rule should not hold with respect to public in-
ftitutions, because, in the first place, I think
1t is unjust to prevent my consulting anybody I
please. It is not equally unf’ust to prevent &
ublic institution doing so. I may go and fling
y oz{l‘ money into the streets, but I must not
ing the money of a public institution into the
treets, An individual is very often a bad judge
in his own case, as he is in a great many other
matters, A surgeon himself very often pre-
scribes very badly for himself. An individual
inust be in a great measure an imperfect judge
of the capacity of his own medical adviser, but
g\en he may take the Government list and look
r a rson, if there be a register. I

r & proper p h
think it is not the duty of the State to think for

fndividuals on all occasions. I may employ a.

bad architect, and may be very foolish for doing
80, but the State does notecome and say, * You
shall employ only my architect,”” I think that
the medical profession ought to be left to depend
on its own character. I draw a distinction between
& individual snd & pyblic instifution, thus—1

think I have a right to do what I like with my
own person, but, if I have any power qf apfomt-
ing a pereon to attend you, I do not think I have
aright to send my quack doctor for that purpose.
I should think it unfair to restrain me in my own
rson from consulting a homeeopathist, If Sir
ames Graham were colonel of & regiment of
guards, and by force introduced a homaopathist
into the hospital of that regiment of guards, I
think that he would deserve to be transported,
Supposing we were sounfortunate as to have a dis-
pute upon matters of property, it would be unjust
to prevent our agreeing upon an arbitrator who
might not be a barrister, to settle the matter be+
tween us; but there is no objection to the Legis-
lature saying that ]Il)etsons appointed as judges to
the local courts shall be barristers of a certain
number of years’ standing. We have the power
of choosing any person that we please to act as
solicitor for certain purposes. e case of the
solicitor is confirmatory of my view of the matter;
anybody may act as a solicitor in many respects,
but he cannot go into a public court as a solicitor.
Any person may draw your lease, but in a court
of justice you must have a regular solicitor to act
for you. A person is not suffered to go into court,
or to prepare a public document for you, without
being a regular lawyer. Butin private you are
atullif)erty, upon legal points, to consult whom
you please. I may call in my tailor to draw my
will for me, I must take the consequence of
doing so, but the law does not preventit; and
many bad wills have been drawn in consequence,
it a lawsuit I might send out my ser-
vants to examine the witnesses; but no person
who has not undergone & regular examination is
admitted to come into court, and act there as my
solicitor; and that confirms what I say, that the
cases are parallel,

Present StATE OF MEDICAL EDUcaTION.—I
believe I said the science of surgery has much
improved of late years. I think that the science
of medicine has improved very much too, but
I there spoke of the improvement in the science
of surgery, I said that I was not aware that the
education of the great mass of practitioners had
been much improved. 1 think the great mischief
at present is the cramming for the examination at
Apothecaries’ Hall, and the fault, if there be any,
is with the Legislature, I suppose. I was con-
fining my remarks to general practitioners
ng;cially. ‘What I meant to say, and what I

ieve I did say, was, that what i8 required of
eneral practitioners is much greater than
ormerly; but I do not think that the improve-
ment has gone on in the same degree, on account
of the eircumstances, with which I am sure you
must be acquainted, which make it necessary for
the candidates to be crammed for the examina-
tion at Apothecaries’ Hall. I was a teacher in
anatomy for some few years before the Apothe-
caries’ Act was passed, and I must say that I
never saw a more industrious set of young men,
or young men who were more disposed to perfect
themselves, than the students then were; and
though not so much was required of them, yet
I think they acquired as much useful knowledge.
1 think our examination refers to matters which
the college consider to be the most useful in the
exercise of the professional functions of a
surgeon.

Crauners AcaiN.—I think that a vast deal of
the time of the candidates is lost in their bein
crammed. The whole of those who are admitte
to practise now are required to come up to a
higher scale of examination; but I think that
those who did study formerly improved them-
selves quite as much us the students improve
themselves now. A great many, however, prac-
tised without any study; there is, therefore, an
improvement in that respect. The cramming
system, I suppose, has always existed all over
the world, more or less; but I think that to the
extent it now prevails it is quite modern. I be-
lieve that it applies to the College of Surgeons
as well as Apothecaries’ Hall to a certain extent,
but not to as gieat an extent. Iam not aware
that cramming occupies a short time ; I believe
it occupies 8 considerable time. Mr, i

the treasurer of Guy’s Hospital, who has studied
the subject very much, tells me that it takes
away the best men in their third year; that is,
when he has a young man whom he wants to

ise in the school, he is token awayto be

raise in
crammed in the third year. Six months is %-
most the whole period of study in a session. It
is one winter session. The evil liesin thi: that
in consequence of a goung man knowing that he
can be crammed in three months, he neéiects the
education which would otherwise be necessary
for the examination that he has to undergo ; that

tly by the cramming, and partly by the -

t of study connected with the cmm.mu:ﬁ.
loses his time, I do not mean to say that all the
time is lost in the process of cramming, but
partly.in the neglect of study before the cram-
ming, He knows that he cannot pass his ex-
amination at Apothecaries’ Hall without being
crammed ; the best student cannot pass his ex-
amination without being crammed ; and a young
man says, “If I am to be crammed, there is mo
occasion for my world.n(fb 80 hard previously,”
The examinations should be conducted by persons
who either are or have been public teachers. "I
do not conceive that, as a general rule, any other
persons can be competent.

(To be continued.)

CENTRAL CRIMINAL COURT, Dza 15,
QLD COURT. .
[Before Mr. Baron Roirs and Mr. Justice
‘WIGHTMAN.]

‘William Newton Allnutt, aged twelve years, &
boy of diminutive appearance, was placed at the
ber, and arraigned npon an indictment charging
him with the crime of wilful murder, in ha :
unlawfully mixed a l.nﬁe quantity of arsenic wit
sugar with the intent that Samuel Nelme should
take the same, and that having done 20 he be-
came mortally sick acd distempered, and died,

During the trial the prisoner was seated in
the dock with his face buried in his hands, sad
apparentl{ absorbed in grief. [

Mr. Ryland conduct thm'omnﬁon. aad,
addressing the jury, said, that the very extra-
ordinary and important case which he was about .
to lay before them would, he was sure, regeive
their most serious attention, and he begged them
to be guided solely by the sworn testimony which
woulgn that day be adduced before them. The
learned counsel then proceeded briefly to detail
the circumstances under which the chaxge was
preferred, and the following evidence was then
adduced : — :

Maria Bucker, who had lived as a servantin the
family of the deccased, at Grove-street, Hack-
ney, deposed that on the Bunday before the
death of Mr. Nelme, the prisoner asked witness
if she did not think his grandfather wonld go off

suddenl%i
Mr, Toulmin, surgeon, deposed that he at-
tended the patientthrice on Wednesday, Oet. 27.
Neither in tt}llle t;g‘aitmzl; oltl‘ the disease nmn
opening of the y did he observe anything
suspicious in the case. Deceased vomim{,. oem-
plained of pain in the bowels, and was much
urged. The contents of the stomasch were
gy for examination, and on the 1st of Novem
witness was sent for by Mrs. Nelme, from whom
he received some arrowroat and poupded sugar;
he attempted to dissolves portion of the latter
in water, and sove theyemainder to Dr. Lethehy,
who diseovered in it white arsenie. Until wit-
ness heard of the existence of poison in the
sugar and in the stomach of the deceased, he
fancied death had resulted from natural esuses.
He had ottemli:du‘ the prisoner for scrt:tl‘lnlona 5:-
scesses, which, if suppressed externally, might
affect the brain, and &mfoto the intellect.

Dr. Letheby proved the analysis by himself of
the contents of the stomach, intestines, and &
portionof the liver, as well ac the sugar and arrow-
root received from the last witness. He employed
the usual tests, modified by his own experience,
and detected.a considerable quantity of arse-
pig in the atomach of deceased, and a traes of it



THE MEDICAL TIMES.

205

n the brain. In four ounces of the sugar he
und half an ounce of white arsenic. Witness
ieved that the quantity of white arsenic found
in the body of deceased was not less than four
g:lim; the arsenic in the liver had been there,
should say, a week ; that in the intestines he
believed was taken shortly before death. Ni
doubt the arsenie discovered in the brain an
. iver had been taken into the system at
¢ much earlier period than that which was
found in theintestines ; such is witness's opinion,
at least. It would not have been his opinion if
the decensed had been in health up to a very re-
ocegt period before his death. e arsenic had
been administered medicinally, it would nat
heve accumulated in the intestines as it did;
under such circumstances it generally passes off

Mrs. 8, Nelme, widow of deceased, stated that
her husband was at the time of death in his
seventy-fourth year, and up to a few days before
his decense was in the eqilg{ment of good health,
Ho first complained of illness on the Friday
before he died; his family thought he had a
alight cold. On the next Tuesday he first com-
plained of sickness. A basin containing pounded
gugar was usually placed on the table after

i , and deceased always used s from that
basin with fruit, a fact which the prisoner knew ;
the latter had access to the basin. e sugar
‘was almost exclusively used by deceased. Wit-
ness did put some of it into some arrowroot
which she took on the Monday, and was very ill
afterwards.

Mrs. Allnutt, the mather of the prisoner, said
she knew that her father was in the habit of
having arsenic in the house, which he kept to
poison rats with, and the prisoner had seen it
wsed for that purpose. One day, & week before
‘her father died, the boy asked her what arsenic
'i: }inkti’emd shentold laim it w:i.eo.lhko:‘ flour.

r generally used a sugar
with his ﬁm’t. Witness mnggogim some gruel
on Sunday night, and sweetened it with this
sugar ; she also fartook of the same gruel, and
was d.readfu!llly sick for three days, and very ill

rtnight.

for a fo
. Cross-examined by Mr. Ballantine : The boy’s
father was subject to epileptic fits, and died
gompletely mad at thirty-seven years of age.
itness was in great trouble at the time of the
birth of the prisoner. When sighteen months old,
ﬂmnu fell upon a gloushshare, and it was at
t thought he was dead. He had given her
eat trouble by his misconduct, and she had
goqnently remonstrated with him, but her re-
monstrances did not ap to create any im-
Lmaion upon him, and he used to tell her that
did not feel that he was doing wrong. In
Jan last he had a fall upon the ice, and
ince then his conduct had been much worse
an before. He was brought home after the
fall, and he was very pale, and his eyes looked
yacant and bewildered, and she was quite struck
with his appearance. He used frequently to
complain of illness, and from his appearance
was no doubt that he suffered a great deal.
en she ecomplained of his conduct on some
qceasions he would tell her that some one
.eemedtouytohiminhishaad; “Doit—doit;
u will mever be found out.” He said this
r her father's death, and when she com-
plained of his having taken a watch. The pri-
soner was in every respect quite different to her
other child, and he had given her great trouble
on aecount of his bad eonduct, anm on ac-
count of his health,
Dr., Letheby was recalled, and, in answer to a
uestion from the court, said that walking in
sleep was an indication of a disordered state
of the brain. It might be occasioned by some
organie cause, or from some disordered state of
the stomach ; and the same observations, he said,
would apply to talking in sleep. A violent blow
upon the head might also have the effect of
tending to disorder the brain.
An inspector of police was then called, to show
that the prisoner was ggg: into his custody.
By M;. Ballanting :- The prisener was given

in_charge for atealinf s watch, and he said,
*¢ Pray, forgive me ; I was tempted todoit.” "1
asked him who had tempted him, and he replied,
“It was no person, but a voice which said, ‘Do
it, do it; you will not be found out.’”’

. Ryland said, he should now propose to
read the letter written by the prisoner to his

mother.

Mr. Ballantine said, he should object to the
letter being given in evidence, as it appeared by
the evidence the letter was written after the
prisoner had been visited by the ordinary of the
prison, and the prisoner in%xis letter referred to
that interview in terms which would render it
extremely doubtful whether such an inducement
was not held out to him to make the subsequent
statement as would render it in law inadmissible
in evidence.

Baron Rolfe said. the letter must at all events
beread up to that portion of it where the objection
would arise,

The letter was as follows :—

“ My dearest Mother, — As you cannot come to
see me, I hope you will write to me, and tell me
what I ought to do to get forgiveness for what 1
have done, for I know that I have sinned against
God, and deserve to be sent into hell, Mr,
Davis preached a beautiful sermon on Sunday,
and after service time he told me that,if I di
not confess what I have done, God would not
forgive me, and every one was sure I had done
it, and he told me I had better confess it to you
and he told me just what you have told me, tha
if God was to strike me dyead, where would my
soul go to.”

Mr, Ballantine here interposed and said, it
occurred to him that the rev. ordinary ought
to be called as a witness, in order to ascertain
whether such an inducement had been held out
to the prisoner to make the statement as would
render it inadmissible.

The Rev. Mr. Davis was sworn, and said, I
am the chaplain of the gaol of Newgate. On
8unday, Nov. 21, the prisoner heard me
geach twice, once in the morning and again in

e afterncon. I gave him some general in.
structions with r to his religious exercises,
and no doubt I told him that he could not ex.
K(_ect forgiveness from God unless he confessed

i8 sins.

Mr. Ballantine: Are you sure that the pri-
soner understood that you alluded to the con-
fession as to be made to God ?

Mr, Davis: I tovk particular care to impress
that upon his mind ; I certainly did not tell him
that I believed he had done it, or that it would
be better for him to confess to his mother}
neither did I ask him where he expected his soul
would go to if he were to be struck dead, and
his statement that I did sois entirely the ima-
gination of his own brain. In point of faet it
i8 an entire invention,

Mr. Ballantine admitted that afier this evi-
dence he could not urge his objection to the pro-
duction of the letter.
lem‘ Streight then read the remainder of the

tter i —

“Inow confess that I have done what I am
accused of. How I got the poison was, that on
the 20th of October grandfather went to his desk
for the key of the winecellar to get some wine
up, and to look over his accounts, and whilst he
was gone I took the poison out, and emptied out
some of it into another paper, and put the rest
back, and then after dinner I gnt it in the sugar-
basin, and why I did it was, I had made grand-
father angry with something I had done, and he
knocked me down in the passage, and my head
went up against the table, which hurt it very
much, and he said the next time I did it he would
almost kill me,”

Mr., M‘Murdo, the surgeon of the gaol of
Newgate, was then examined, and he said, that
he had seen and conversed with the prisoner
almost daily since he had been in the gaol, and
he never observed anything in his conduct to
induce him to believe that he was not of sound
mind, or_incapable of distinguishing between
yight and yreng,

This closed the case for the prosecution, -

Mr, Ballantine then addressed the jur{&?er the
prisoner, and said, that in the first place, he
should contend that the evidence was not suf-
ficient to justify the jury in finding a c¢hild,
twelve years of age, ty of the hortible ecrime
with which he was charged, and that the letter
which he had written ought not to have ahy
weight on their minds, because it was quite clear
that, although the rev. ordinary of thegaol might
not in any way have exceeded his dutﬁ,kyet it
was exceedingly probable thata child like the
risoner might have misunderstood the effect bf

is observations, and have been induced to make
such a statement in the hope of escaping punish-
ment, The learned counsel then proceeded at
some length to comment upon the circumstances
of the case, and argued that the whole conduct
of the prisoner, even if they should come to the
conclusion that he was guilty of committing the
act of poisoning his grandfather, showed that he
was not in such a state of mind as to be account-
able for his actions, and said he should produce
testimony which would strengthen that im-

easion, and, he had no doubt, would induce
ge}zxu to return a verdict to that effect.

Z H, Payne deposed, that he was of the
medical profession; he Ymd attended the prisoner
medically, and knew that he suffered from scto-
fula; and from the knowledge he had acquired
respecting him, and what he had heard con-
nected with this case, he was of opinion that at
the time he committed the act he was partially
insane, and incapable of distinguishing between
right and wroug. )

Cross examined; Had not seen the prisoner
for several months until lately. At that time
he came to his house on a visit, and then he did
not consider him partially insane.

Mr. Croucheér, surgeon to the Berks county
geol, said, he attended the prisoner when he was
eighteen months old for the inju.r* he reccived
from falling on the capiloughstmre. t was & very
severe injury, and calculated to affect his brals.

Dr. Densbury said, he was a physiclan, agd -
resided at Clapton, e prisoner was bro
tohim by his mother several times during the
months of March, April, and May, of the present
year. The prisoner was suffering from indi-
gestion and scrofula in & marked degree. He
was told at that time that the prisoner was in
the habit of walking in his sleep, and also
shrieking while asleep; and from his knowledge
of the state of his health, and all the other eir-
cumstances of the case, he was of opinion that
when this matter ocourred the prisoner was not
in p sound state of mind,

By Mr. Ryland: In m{loginion he was in an
early@tage of insanity, which affected his mothl
sentiments and interfered with his notions of
right and wrong, but which did not yet affect
his intellect in any marked degree. =~ -

Mr. Ryland: Do you mean us to undetstand
that he might have poisoned hig dfather and
not be aware that he had done {t, or that it was
a wrong act ? ‘

Witness : I think he might have committed
the act, and yet only have known it by hearsay.
. Ryland: What do you mean, Sir, by that

ex%l}elsion ? .
itness : I mean he might not know it unil
he was told he had done it. I think it is Possible
he might be aware that he was poisoning some
one, but yet not be able to control his actions,
and that” he had not the moral sense of dis-
tinguishing between right and wrong so as 1o
make him responsible for his actions.

Dr. Connolly, the physician to the Hanwell
Lunatic Asylum, said, that, from the evidence he
had heard on this case, he was of opinion tbﬁt
the prisoner was imperfectly organized, and he
should use the term which was now generally
used and understood by medical writers, that he
was of unsound mind. ~ He should say that his
brain was diseascd, and he considered that as he
advanced in life his insanity would become mare
apparent ; but he was of opinion that he would
exhibit it more by a deranged conduct than a

derangement of intellect.
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Mr. Baron Rolfe then to sum up the
case to the jury, and he said it was one of a very
important character, not only as regarded the
nature of the charge and the consequences that
might result to the prisoner, butalso with regard
to the defence that been set up, which was
one that, when it rested upon slight grounds, if
juries did not put a check to, might be attended
with very disastrous results to society. After
alluding to the facts adduced in support of the

e, the learned judge said, that if they

d be satisfied that it was the hand of the
prisoner which occasioned the death of the de-
ceased, would next consider the important
question with regard to the state of mind of the
prisoner at the time that act was committed ; and
1t was his duty to tell them, that the law required
the party accused to produce satisfactory evi-
dence that at the time the act was etrated
howunotingchum;f mix;duw Nabla
to distinguish between right and wrong. Now,
the mnon for them to decide was, whether
they such evidence in tho present case. He
did not for a moment desire to disparage the
evidence of scientific men, but he must the
uired to do was to

not bound to p:{u slavish obedience toexyt. but
ight reject it if they felt that it did not accord
their own common sense and experience.

The witnesses called for the defence de~
scribed the prisoner as acting from uncontrollable
impulse, and had other statements,
of the value of which it would be for the jury
to decide; but he must say that it was his
opinion that such evidence ought to be scanned
by juries with very great jealousy and suspicion,

because it might tend to t justification
:{eﬂeyaime. that was committed. What was
m

of not being able to resist moral
influence? hvery crime was committed under

an influence of such a description, and the object
of the law was to compel to control
these influences ; and if i1t was made an excuse
for a person who had committed a crime, that he
had been goaded to it by some impulse which
medical men might choose to say he could not
control, he must observe that such a doctrine
would be fraught with very great danger to the
interests of society.

The jury retired at half-past five o’clock and
returned into oourt in a quarter of an hour, when
they gavea verdict of *¢ Guilty,” but at thesame
time earnestly recommended the prisoner to
mercy on account of his tender age.

" The prisoner upon hearing the verdict became

agitated, and it was necessary for one

of the turnkeys tosupport him while the Jearned

judges were conferring upon the judgmefit to be
pronounced.

Mzr, Baron Rolfe, after a short interval, ad-
dressed the prisoner, and said, that after a very
full and attentive consideration of his case, the
jury had coms to the conclusion, and he rejoiced
that they had done so, that he was guilty of the
horrible crime laid to his . im not
b&:al:tnghmtood as to the rmpdnﬁl:l why he re-

eir coming to so a decision.
’l’lnuuon he rejoiced was, that the juryhad
not shrunk from dinchatﬁof & duty which
men of weaker minds might have recoiled from,
and that they had not returned a verdict which
they fel¢ their consciences would not sanction.
The {':zhld treated the defence of insanity that
had set up in his behalf as trifling with
their ju they felt that he knew but too
well that the act he committed was one that
would send his grandfather, to whom he owed
existence, to the grave. An endeavour was first
made to show that his understanding had not
arrived at sufficient maturity to make him re-
:gouible, and then the more captivating defence,

o attempt to establish his insanity, was made,
in order to induce the jury to swerve from the
strict path of duty, This was a defence which
was very uently made, and which was too
often su an heutjl::oed that the jury
had thrown to the winds idle sophistry by
which the defence was sought to be made out on

the t occasion. They were, however,
satisfied that he had owing}iy sent -his aged
grandfather to his account, and had, therefore,
not hesitated to declare that he was guilty of the
crime of wilful murder. They had accompanied
that verdict by a recommendation to mercy,
which was one in cases of murder that, except
in the t instance, he had never felt himself
ustified in paying any attention to. In this case,
owever, he would give effect to that recom-
mendation, and taking into consideration the
youth of the prisoner, and his want of expe-
rience, he should feel himself warranted in
recommending that his life should be spared.
At present sentence of death must be reeorded,
but he would take care that the recommendation
of the jury and his own should be laid at the
foot of the throne, where alone the power of
mercy existed. He must, however, understand
that, if any remission of the sentence was
granted, it would not be from any belief that
e was not in a sound state of mind, but solely
for the reasons that had been stated; and he
must expect that, if his life should be spared, to
pn:la dtih;egr:hde of the remainder of it in ignominy
an ce.
The prisoner was then removed from the bar.

THE LATE ALDERMAN DAVIS.

The melancholy duty devolves upon us of
recording the death of one of the most valuable
and most respected of our neighbours—Mr,
Alderman Davis. He expired at his residence
at Wrekenton, on Monday week last, in the
fifty-fourth year of his age—not only a victim
to the prevailing fever, but a self-sacrifice to the
duty, to him the most pleasing of all, of alle-
viating the distresses and promoting the comforts
of his fellow-creatures.

No passage, in short, of Mr, Davis's honour-
able and useful career could shed a stronger
lustre on his character, or render more im-
perishable the memory of his good deeds, than
the concluding chapter of his life. The innate
and expansive charity of his soul led him to the
deathbed of others and laid him on his own.
With the stricter duties of his profession he
united, during his attendance on the Fever Hos-
pital established in his locality by the Gateshead

i all the assiduities and attentions of
which the warmest friend and neighbour could

bes tible. No hour was unseasonable, no
length of time an obstacle to him. The breath-
ings of itude could not quicken, nor could

the whispers of dispraise retard, his footsteps.
His path, he felt, though dangerous, was not
crooked ; and he resolved to tread it though it
m.i'fl,:t terminate in the grave.
e establishment of the Fever Hospital in
the vicinity of Mr. Davis’s residence, so far from
being regarded by that gentleman as a nuisance
or complained of as an intrusion, received his
:Kgrobation and sufporb Turning neither to
right nor to the left, he only lo forward
to the lo{portu.nity it gresented of prospective
. e purer air of his own more elevated
ocality, in his eyes, was so evidently the birth-
right alike of poor and rich, that to deny its
blessings to the former would be to violate the
injunctions and repudiate the beneficence of
wven. And the principle he professed he
practised. His time, his talent, his life, he
placed at the disposal of the poor. The timid
and the selfish might shun the abode of the
helpless, but in his ears their cry ever sounded
as a command. For some weeks he laboured in
his glorious vocation, and at last sank peacefully
to rest, thus championing the fearlessnass and
consistency of his life by an act of holiest mar-
tyrdom at its close.

But it is not as an able and indefatigable and
benevolent practitioner alone that Mr. Davis will
be long remembered by the thousands who,
during a period of upwards of thirty years, have
been witnesses of his zeal and recipients of his
assistance. His domestic virtues require no
reoord here : the sorrows of his family and the

sympathy of their friends, far beyond the power
oF::n A of ours, teatify’and em!| them. As
a us citizen, however, as an active and up-

right magistrate—as one who has filled with
honour and credit the highest civic office to
which the community in which he lived could
elevate him—his name will be associated wi

the municipal history of this borough, and

ciated with it on its every page. g will his
exertions in favour of every good and in re-
sistance to every evil measure be engraven on
the hearts of those who have enjoyed- the hap-

Justice itself, in his view, was but another name
for mercy. Every act of his magisterial life was
in perfect accordance with the charities whioh
he engrafted on his profession and the affections
with which he sanctified his home. .

On no questions was Mr. Davis, at the council
board, more urgentand energetic than on those
in connection with sani reform. The very
unobtrusiveness with which he laid his admo-
nitions and his warnings before the council added
to their weight, and to the universal with
which their author was regarded. His lamented
death will cause them to be remembered—deeply
we are sure—aud we trust usefully. The most
grateful tribute which his colleagues could offer
to his memory would be to act upon his sugges-
tions, and combat the foe by which he himself
has been subdued, with the armour he has so
often and so earnestly recommended. Would
that any words of ours could hasten the sanitary
movements of our municipal representatives !
‘Were such a result probable, we would address
them thus :—* One of the noblest and ablest of
your body has died in the execution of his duty :
may yours be the happier, although not more
Etlloriom'tllx:; ofhliving to witness t.::.el fruits of his
vice, our instrumentality, ripening
onhis wmb.g-g—GZlum Observer. v

sz

THE LATE WILLIAM DALRYMPLE,
Surgeon, of Norwich, was born in 1772. Atam
early age he was sent to the Grammar School at.
Aylsham ; whence he was removed to the Free
8chool, Norwich, and became & favourite ‘pupil
of Dr, Parr, togther with Dr, Maltby, the pre-
sent Bishop of Durham. It is worthy of remark,
as affording a strong proof of Mr.i)nlrymph’l
early talents, and his subsequent industry in
cultivating them, that notwi ding he was,
in accordance with the then custom of requiring
medical apprenticeships to extend to sevem

ears, obliged to leave school at the early age of

ourtcen, he yet had attained such a ptoﬁcm:x
in classical ing, and so correct a taste
ardent love for its beauties, that, amidst all the
urgent and various occupations and anxieties of
his succeeding life, he found the greatest relief to
his toils in recurring to his favourite authors.

Mr. Dalrymple was ticed in London, to
Messrs., Devaynes and Hingeston, the Court
apothecaries of that day, and his surgical
studies were pursued at the then united itals
of St. Thofnas and Guy, under those eminent
men, the elder Cline and Sir Astley Cooper ; from
the former, whose name and memory he vene-
rajed to his latest day, he received numerous
marks of kindness; and with the latter he
maintained an uninterrupted friendship through-~
out his dutmgmshed life. On his retura to
Norwich in 1793, he opened a surgery in his
father’s house, and there for some ’s had to
struggle against the violence and injustice of the
then dominant party, who strove to arrest his
progress, for advocaﬁnfnthe principles of civil
and religious polity. 1813, Mr. D
attracted the attention of the medical on
by the successful performance of the very diffi-
cult operation of placingll ligature u; the
common carotid artery, It is believed that Mr,
Dalrymple was the first operator who succeeded
in the vessel below the

division,
raﬁtz:lgf much greater intricacyand dw
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than that of tying the external branch. The
t had been rejected at the hospital as in-
curable ; and it is worthy of remark that she
narrowly escaped instant death from the hands
of the ignorant and effete practitioner, whom
party spirit had placed in the institution, to the
exclusion of Mr, Dalrymple, the said functionary
being about to plunge his lancet into the aneu-
rism, mistaking it for 8 common abscess. Mr.
Cline, Sir Astley Cooper, and other surgeons
came down to Norwich, to see and examine the
petient when she was convalescent. Mr, Dal-
rym%e was excluded from office in the Norfolk
and Norwich Hospital, till the last month of the
year 1812, when he was forty years of age, and,
s Johnson said of himself, ‘““was known, and
did not want it.”” He was then, however, una-
nimously elected to the assistant-surgeoncy, and
two years afterwards to the surgeoncy vacated
by the late Dr. Rxgl:z His career in that in-
stitution was marked by industry, skill, kind-
ness, and success, which have never been sur-
rod. In lithotomy, that branch of surgery
which the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital has
been more particularly celebrated, his average
exceeded that of any former operator, nor was
he less successful in other branches of the
hgli:i:rt. His talents and acquirements were
now owledlged by appointments to the office
of surgeon to Doughty’s and St. Helen’s Hos-
m; the Bethel, and the County Asylum for
tics; and difficult midwifery in the city
m His private practice had considerably
Tacrease y mltll on ttllxe l(:emh ofdgrehuaninecu. in
129, he might justly be consi as ‘“‘prin
et facile princeps” of provincial s p. e’le{:
t call for exertion, which a widely ex-
tended practie_eblneceaurily induced, told, vlv-
ever, very sensibly upon a constitution original
e, and he was at different periods oompelleg
to absent himself from his home and his pro-
hmont;l d\;)ti:g. in :;ger toAhzg. health and
strength to orm them. h gratification
itmust have been to him, to witness 8the interest
taken in his behalf, and the cordial satisfaction
evinced b{il:is friends and patients when he re-
tamned to his labours. In hisseventy-first iw he
found himself compelled, from declining th,
to abandon the profession to which he was so
warmly attached, and which he had pursued for
iRty years with so much advantage to his fellow-
creatures. He ingly tendered the re-
mﬁon of his office in the Norfolk and Nor-
Hospital, and was requested to continue as
consulting surgeon.

Mr. Dalrymple, the commencement
to the latest period of his practice, was engaged
in anatomical and pathological researches, the
réult of which was the formation of & very
:!t:ag collection of preparations; ml? this,

moet rmnwon.h erosity, he pre-
sented to the Norfolk and g::ich ospital, on
his retirement. This noble gift wassuitably ac-
Imowledged,

Mr. Dalrymple was married to Miss Marianne
Bertram in July, 1799, who, with six sons and
three daughters, survives him. He died in
London on Dec. 5, and was buried at Highgate
Cemetery on Dec. 11.

v

GOSSIP OF THE WEEK.

‘Waz-orrion, Dec. 17.—4th Foot: Su
Ghalbraith Logan, M.D,, from the 63rd
Foot, to be Surg., vice Dartnell, who exchanges,
6%d Foot: Surg. Nelson Dartnell, from the
4% Poot, to beFSurg., vice InAg;.r&, WhOWexxl.
changes, 76th Foot: George erson Wil-
t., to be Asaist.-Sug., vice Wallace,
—Hospital-Staff: Frederick Augustus
i M.D., to be Assist.-Surg. to the Forces.
AVAL A PPOINTMENTS.—Surgeons : J, Bankier,
to the hon; J. C. Bowman, to the In-
eopstant ; J. L. Clark, to the Hydra; G. Burn,
to the Prince Regent.—Assistant-Surgeons : W,
Patrick, to the Hydra ; W, Gordon, to the Prince

t.

CorLzex or Svzenoxs,~The following

members of the college were admitted fellows
on the 16th inst., viz, :—Messrs, E, T. Warry,
Lyndburst, Hampshire; J. Cockle, Guildford-
street; C. Radford, Uckfield, Sussex; J. 8.
Bartrum, Gay-street, Bath; T. 8. Beck, U;

lebone-street; W. Clapp, Greenwich ; D.
D. B. Hovell, Clapton; J. W. Fletcher, Bengal
Army ; and T. Callaway, jun., Welli n-street,
Southwark.—A dmit ec. 20: T. P. Francis,
T. Crowther, 8. B. Birch, G. E. Gains, F.J,
Barton, J. Barrow, M. H. Ashwell, J. 8, Gundry,
T. P. Rust, C. F. A. Courtney, G, Welford, J.
Graham, W. Parry, W. C. Orford, and J. F.
Ollard. —A dmi Dec. 27: W. Crosby, J.
Bennett, W. Fuller, W. 8, Falls, F, Glinton,
R, Calthurst, C. W, Price, A. Barton, and F.
8. Hodges.

AroTHECARIES' HaLL.—Gentlemen admitted
members on Dec. 16 : —Alexander George Cock-
burn Thiselton, Haworth, Yorkshire; Gustavus
Irwin Knight, Tilbury Fort; Horace Harrison
Smith, Ramsgate; William Henry White,
Stevenage Herts; and Hugh Green, Boxford,
Suffolk.

Tre New Poor-Law Boarp.—The appoint-
ments under the Poor-law Act (10th and 11th
Victoria, chap. 109) having been completed, the
act will take immediate effect. It was passed in
July last, and its operation has been delayed
until official notification was made of the pre-
sident's appointment. By the act, commissioners
may be appointed by a commission, and the
commissioners first appointed are to enter on
their office, and all the powers vested in them to
take effect, on the day after the first publication
of such notice in the London Gazette. Mr, Baller's
appointment as president of the new board has

y appe . The President of the Council,
the Lord grivy Seal, the Home , AN
the Chancellor of the Exchequer are ez-officio
commissioners. Power is given to the com-
missioners to appoint two secretaries and other
officers. Mr. Igwholh and Viscount Ebrington
have received their appointments, and other
situations havebeen filled, including *¢ inspectors’
who were assistant-commissioners, which title
isnowdefunct. By virtue of the fdllowing pro-
vision, all powers and duties of the poor-law
commissioners are now transferred® t. 10,
“ And be it enacted, that on the day on which
the commissioners first appointed under this act
shall enter on their office all the powers and the
duties of the poor-law commissioners with re-
spect to the administration or control of the ad-
ministration of relief to the poor throughout
England, and all other powers and duties now
vested in them, shall be transferred to and vested
in the commissioners, and shall be thenceforth
exercised by them, and by the commissioners
appointed from time to time in and by any new
commission or letters patent under the provision
of this act; and all provisions in any act relating
to the administration of relief to the poor in
England, or to the powers or duties of the poor-
law commissioners, shall be construed as if in
the said several acts the commissioners had been
named instead of the poor-law commissioners ;
subject, nevertheless, to any amendments made
by this act either as to the substance or manner
og exercising any of the powers of the said
poor-law commissioners, and, at the same time,
all powers and authorities vested by any act in
the poor-law commissioners appointed under the
first-recited act, or any act passed for the amend-
ment thereof, shall cease, and all secretaries,
assistant-secrotaries, clerks, messengers, and
officers appointed and employed by the said
poor-law commissioners in the business of their
office shall cease to hold their several offices and
employments.”” Among the alterations made by
the new act may be reckoned the non-separation
clause of married persons above sixty years old,
and the provision (the 24th in the act) to ensure
the due visitation of workhouses. This act is to
be construed with the other acts as one act.

Kina's CorLeee HospiTar.—At a meeting of
the committee of management of the above ex-

cellent charity it was stated that the liberal
lﬂwnymom douation of £100 had heen made to

the funds of the the benevolent

y
by such charitable gifts that were
to dispense the benefits of the ital among
th‘;})oor of the densely peopled district, the an-
nual income from subscriptions and dividends
being under £1800, while the expenditure ex-
ceeded £4000.

EXTRAORDINARY APPLICATION OF CHLORO-
PoRM.—The value of chloroform is now fully
established as an anssthetic agent. We have
recorded in our own columns maay e: i
applications of it in some remarkable cases, but
none so remarkable as that to which, with ocon-
siderable presence of mind, and with the most
complete success, it was applied by Mr, Cox,
chemist, Trumpington-street, in the follo
circumstances :—On Sunday night, as Mr, Gar~
ner, veterinary surgeon, of St. Ives, was re-
turning through Cambridge with his horse and
gl;%ﬁomavim to his brother at Hauxston, he

occasion to alter the harness, for which pur.
pose he stopped at the “ Little Rose.” He
scarcely got out of the gig when the horse began
to kick in a most terrific manner, to the eminent
danger of a lady who remained in ‘the gig, as
well as that of Mr. Garner himself, who was
holding him by the head, and a crowd of persons
who had collected ; but such was the of the
animal that no one could render any assistance.
At last the brute threw himself fairly down, Mr.
Garner still holding him by the head ; and affairs
were in this desperate state-when Mr, Cox, che-
mist (next door), apprehensive of the danger
that might ensue, po about a drachm of
chloroform on his handkerchief and applied it to
the animal’'s mouth and -nostrils. farious

d | patient readily inhaled it, and in one minute be-

came quite insensible and to all appearance deed.

This allowed the gig and harness to be removed
with perfect security, and in about five minutes
the t of the chloroform off, the horse

got up, shook himseif, and ‘walked quietly into
the st.ult:leil Such is the effect of chloroform even
upon the horse.—Cambridgeshire Advertiser.
Deatas BY Frver.—A Manchester paper an.
nounces, with regret, the death, from fever, of
Mr. John Davenport, governor of Miligate Fever
Hoaﬂﬁ. Mr. Davenport had superintended
the Millgate Fever Hospital since its establish-
ment; he died at last from his aver-attention to
fever patients. No fewer than 3500 fever cases
had been under his care during the comparatively
short time he was in office. On Saturday, two

of the nurses of the Millgate tal died of

fever, caughtin the di e of benevolent
duties. Another of the officers has, it is feared,
also been attacked with the i o,

epidemi

A letter from Meaux states that the regiment
of cuirassiers in garrison in that town has been
attacked with a kind of typhoid fever. Out of
six hundred men, three hundred are in hospital,
and five died on the 12th inst. The authorities
have given orders to have the men remaining
well removed to different points. Some of them
have already arrived in Paris.

Tus CHOLERA.~—A ing to official docu.
ments from 8t. Petersburg of the 2nd, the
cholera was sensibly on the decline in Russia,
From the appearance of the disease up to the
22nd of November, the total number of persons
attacked at Moscow was 2360, of whom 1097
died. In the distriots of the government of
Moscow 141 individuals fell ill, of whom 49 died.
At Kieff, from the 9th to the 16th of November,
there were 179 cases and 129 deaths. In the pro-
vince of Kieff, up to the 13th of November, 93
persons died out of 139 attacked. With the
cold season, and the extension of the malady
towards the west, the disease had lost a great
deal of its emergy. It was, in fact,
everywhere, except in the governments of Pul-
towa and Tchernigoff, where it appeared to in-
crease. The places newly invaded by the cholera
are Mohileff, on the Dni ; Kherson, on the
Black Sea; Vol and Tver, on the road from
Moacow and St. Petersburg ; but in those places
it is of & mild character, o i
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Tus INPLUENSA ¥ fun PrarreNtiart.—The
siokness in this prison is very groat. The average
number in the infirmary is about 30 or 40, but
now it amounts to upwards of 100, and has been
130, the influensa being the chief cause. There
are about 1200 prisoners there, but conviets are
not sent now to the colonies, from some difficult;
the Government has in selecting the spot.
few have been sent to Gibraltar and Bermuda,
but others, to make rcom in the Penitentlary,
have been sent to the gaols of Yorkshire;
‘Wakefield has no less than 400, and Reading 40;
where they will remain until their future desti-
nation is determined on.

OsBrruary.—Oct. 81, at Delhi, R. M‘Intosh,
surgeon, 42nd Regiment.—On the 15th ult,, at
Toronto, of typhus fever, J h Hamilton,
Eaq., M.D., aged 61, sixth son of the late Hon.
%V?;" Hamilton, of Queen's-town, Canada

MORTALITY TABLE.
Forthe Week ending Saturday, Dec. 18, 1847.

Average of
Causes of Death. Total. 6"‘g
Summers,
ALLCAUSES........| 1946 1046

. 8pecrPIED CAUSES...| 1943 1039
Zymotic (or Epidemic, En-

demic, and Contagious)|

Diseases ccoovveceneas.| 629 211

SroraDIC DIsEASES.
Dropsy, Cancer, and other|

Diseases of uncertain or

variable Seat .....,.....] 131 104
Diseases of the Brain, 8pjual

Marrow, Nerves, and

BOnses.veesseresoasss| 178 157
Diseases of the Lungs, and

of the other Organs of

Respiration .... ......] 657 333
Diseases of the Heart and

Blood-vessels....c0c....] 63 34
Diseases of the 8tomach,

Liver, and other organs

of Digestion ........... 79 74
Diseases of the Kidneys, &e.| 15 9
Childbirth, Diseases of the

Uterus, &e. 18 14
Rheamatiam, Diseases of]

the Bones, Joints, &c, ...| 14
Diseases of the 8kin, Cellu-

lar Tiseune, &00 ccovvee. 2 2
Old Ag®.orepeerennannn] 110, 65
Violenoa, Privation, Cold,

sad Intemperanece.........| 68 29

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

THE ** MEDICAL TIMES" may be procured by su order
on any Newsman or Bookeeller, or it will be sent direct
byrroot from the Office of the ** Medical Times" to Sub-
scribers sending by a Post-office order, directed James
Angeistein Carfrae, or an orderon some party in town,
g:: Pg\lndfl"i'l‘e Bt‘:illinﬁl II: A[}K?!\‘Olci which will

them for ‘F'wejve Months. f-yearly Subserip-
tion. 15s. ; Quarterly, 7s. 6d. yourly serip

HOSPITAL QUACKEXY AND OPERATIVE SURGERY. —
# Benex'’ writes, calling our attention at lrn'glh to the
extraordinary quack advertisement of ** W .uq and
Co_."' which, he says, has prod d a wide of

indig He ludes thus :—** The profession must
notice the new system of medical ethios #0 unblushingly
introduced. I have shown my feeling on the subject, by
at once giving up the t, and mean immediately to
Ppropose its coutumacious tieedon from the reading club
of which [ am a memvber, If we staud a mean and delibe-
rate insult of this kind, we shall deserve everything
and anything that a faithless adventurer may find it worth
his while to concert agaiust us. We must hold no parley,
suffer no compromise, and hold no terms, where con-
Mencg is under betrayal, and professional honour is at

N ’l‘l'me is much of importaut truth in our cor-
yo: ﬁonde_nt s remarks.

“8, H., Kensington,” —We have paid attention to the
alleged preseuce of cholerain London, and have no doubi
that all the reports on the subj are with found

uwl impart, it is seldom that mueh is ssid {n reference

to their capabilities of im%aening medical instruction. If
a comparison were made between the two English uni-
versities and St. Andrew’s, Aberdeen,as medical schools,
it may be, as our coyrespondent intimates, that the latter
would bear away the palm.

“ Hippocrates, Newcastle.”’—The discussion in reference to
the first cases of cholera in 1838 would be unprofitable ;
we must, therefore, deeline inserting the letter. .

*¢ M. D., Glasgow.”’—The En(lhh ollege of Surgeons
does not require apprenti ip; but d ds of candi-
dates for the diploma that they should have been engaged
a certain nnmber of years in’ the acquisition of profes-
slonal knowledge, With the Apothecaries’ Bociety an
apprenticeship of five years is indispeneable to the pos-
session of the certificate.

* Mr. Stephen Gatwood,”’—We must be permitted to use
our judg respecting the.publication of the letter. A
private communication shall be sent during the course of
next week.

* Chemicus.”—The paper ** On a New Mode of Detecting
the Presence of Arsenic” should have been authenti<
eated, to ensure publication.

« A Union Medical Officer.”—The facts had better bedrawn
up in a tabular form. Should our correspondent wieh it,
l'mio\ivever. the letter shall be published without any re-

sion,

* 8nob."’—The letter exhibits talent, but not prudence; we
must decline its insertion.

“ T.B., Birmingham.”—The article on Chloroform came
too late for insertion in the present number.

*Dr, Goodwin.,”—The question shall be answered in a

rivate communication.

* A New Member of the College.”’—It would be imprudent
to purchase a practice without first having ascertained, so
fur as possible, its value, No propiietorof a Ade
concern would object to a fair investigation.

A Guardian” writes us a letter in which he expresses
hirself favourably towards an increazed remuneration to
parochial medical oficers, He evidently, however, re-
tains many prejudices. We would advise our corre-
spondent to investigate the matter a little closer, keeping
in view the precept, ** Do unto others,” &c.

+ Spectator,”—We have noticed the subject this week ; and
we hope that those who profess to be the friends of me-
dical men will henceforth show by their actions that
they are so. The coroner’s subterfuge was a very dis-
graceful one.

« B. A., Oxon.”—Thepaper shall receive an early innfrtion.

=3

— ——r=—zr
the }ife of the patient iy at stake. 1 had one a few &3y3
ago that 1 was obl to turn away; most lirly the pen
son that brought it would take it to & ehemist and get it
made up by guesswork ; they seem to take lesp pains iy
writing prescriptions than anything else; let us have
them written in a plain and legible hand, with none of
their fine flourishings and half-formed letters. No doubt
many accidents have occurred from this neglect. "
Ita,” in reference to Dr. Simpson and chloroform, u)lf
+ The fact is that Dr, Simpson is a very rare example ol
2 mao who has not forsaken the Temple of Beience for
the Court of Dives. He loves his profession, and labours
for ite improvement. No betier preof of mm
perseverance In thrusting the use of chloroform in
wlful on thei };rofeulon. It surely would be muc}: nore
i y your oorr dents, d of
opinions, would give us some reasons against its geaeral
use, J.et them tell us what those s| cases, constitye
tions, &c., are, which forbid its employment, instead
favouring us with their assertions that such .
Eneugh for me, and I should think every reasoning and
reasonable man, are these unanswerable facts, that new,
for nearly a year, ether and, since its introdustion, chle-
roform have been continually emgloyed in every hospital
in Earope; that Dr.Simpson for the same time has used
iti ly in his ive ice, and yet nejther in
one caseor the other bave we had one well-authenticated
caseof bad consequences having followed its employment.
Age, sex, condition of body, d -—-none of these have
yet contraindicated mhom.pi?i“ tse pror&l’ ‘:l“ t‘l:;:,lﬂ-
every man you meet, whoseopinion is wol 3.
. MI%!" d’s" ication is in type, and wi“’lp-
+r next week.
“ Mr. Johnson’s’’ letter thall alse appear next week.
* Dr, Coglan's”* ** Case of Burn, followed by Death,” is also
postponed to next week. .
Qur press uf matter is so grelt that we can only notiee the
receipt of Dr. Duesbury’s communication.
« A Medical Practitioner,” who complaios of ine
justioe in the fee distributions of the Middlesex ocon
should avail himsell of his legal rights as laid down
Lord Denman’s celebrated judgment. We really have no
space nor time to give to the many complaints that reach
us on this bl bj! The dy is in the

rofession’s own hand.
¢ 8,""_The partition of diagnostic mistake in Liston"s case
is a more difficult matter than our correspondent fancies.
Dr. Williams, who throws the blame on his colieaguwss,

does not appear to have enjoyed the professiopal
do faal

‘We shall be glad to hear again from our correspo

of his friend Dr, Liston, and thus Az
however curious, becomes the less extraore °

fotale

« Medico-Chirurgus, Paitdington.”—The s of
police appoint the surseous to the police force. We are
not quite certain what salaries they receive.

. on-Professional Friend.”’—We are sorry that we
eannot prove ourselves friendly by prescribing for the
malady. Itis a thing we never do; we would advise our
correspondent to consult { diutely some respectabl
medioal practitioner.

* Dr. Wm. Buchanan —The papers referred to shall be
forwarded next week.

« A Student, 8t. George's,”—* Chellus’ Surgery,’’ translated
by South, is a valuatle work. .

** Incog., Stroud,” is thanke! for his ieation in

f ¢ to the Gl Infirmary ; it is probable we
may make use of it next week.

“ Mr., Bntten‘ Coleford.”—The letter came safely to hand.

* A Medical Asst e ion ie inadequat
for "’.bo labour, We know not how the evil can be reme-

died.

# D,”—We do not know the publisher.

¢ 8ydenham.’’—Dr, Armstrong was rejected by the College
of Physicians,

* Mr. Kdward Challis.””—The case is an fateresting one,
and shall receive an egrl( insertion,

¢ A General Practitioner."—We are not acquainted with
the intentions of the Government in referenee to sn in-
eorporation of the general practitioners. The National
Institute is in communication with the Home Secretary.

* Mr. George Sanford.”’—The Westminster Hospital 8chool
is closed. The reason assigned is to make way for im-

provements.

b gr. Jennings."'—The shall be rectified.

« X. L.""—A part of the letter we cannot decipher, and,
therefore, must req our correspondent to write again

teat,

dinary, 1fia an important fact for the annals of pathes
Jogicalresearch, that that learned physician’s cmhpum
requires for any use it may possess, oven under & doul
pplicati more decisive ph than those pre=

sented by an sorticaneurism the size of an orange preess
ing ou the tracnea. We suppose it was this ‘ml.ht
quality of medical sci as evid ‘byph&»' Nd.
his acquaintance, that won from Sir Aatley per
celebrated ** Thank God I know nothing of p‘I?dc [ od

We‘hnve received 1 letters plainiag of whet
of our corresp

thority ; v 'ux“u' “‘nﬁh "'m‘ '-=

authority ;’’ we mean the ** o] ve’ e )

4 ] Toe. Trovave
jon thak

tain beggarly dispensary in Gray’s-ian:
noticed the subject elsewhere, joining in the opin
it is a case requiring professional .

« M. R.C. 8§.”—who forwards us the decision in a cm
Court of Requests, adverse to the charges for m
visits—has not sent us all the detaits of Lhe case.

“ A Union Surgeon.”’—We quite comcur ia our cerres
spondent’s eulogiuma as to Dr. Barton's letter in our lasg
number ; but we do not thiok that the recommendations
of our correspondent in referenceto a changed systemof
payment are Julieious, or would serve the cause in thefr

blication. .
= M.D.s " criticism on the di d by Dr. Wile
our nexf

lhm:,e fn Liston’s case must stand over

number.

“ Mr. Ross "’ bas forwarded to us the memerial agreed 8o
by thbo“ National Institute, which sball appeer in our nost
pumber. .

« A Neighbour ** complaiss in strong language of non-Era

formance of duty by the lecturers at the Londoa H
day, vecwive, sud thug

te £

School. The pupils, day after
i after & tr I

if he wishes us to what to be a questi
on some subject.

 Mr, Edward Joseph Mebain, 6, Atkinson’s-buildings,
Holborn."—The ** gramme" is equal to about 164 gnﬂu
English, The 1iq. ammoni® aliuded to is that of the
Pharmacopela.

“ My, G. W, Blanch, 3, Albion-place, Blackfriars-road.”—
'.l'l;a suapiciou. case of Asiutic cholera has been re-
cefved,

* J, J.” sends us an aceount, taken from the Times news-
paper, of a mauo, in the 4th Royal Irish Dragoon Guards,
eating in the course of a tew Lours a boiled leg of mut-
ton weighing 141b. 30z, a peck of potatoes, half a
peck of turnips, two pounds of bread; drinking during
the time a gallon of ale. Our correspondent asks
‘* those rhyaiolo'hu who have faith in the present doc-
trine of sbeorption, and who, therefore, regard the
thoracic duct as the “inlet for the fresh nutritive ma-
terials derived from the digestive process,” whether they
believe that & mess of provisions, weighing not far off
three stone, or that eveu one half or one quarter that

uantity could, after it had undergone fluidification or
‘igexti.on in the alimentary tube, be absorbed by the

Pr

tion,
* Pedro.””—The authority of the Faculty of Physicians and
urgeuns of Glasgow exteuds over four counties, We
know nothiug persoually of the nature of the examination
\ for the diplomis. Oxford and Oamnbridgs also are very info-
rior medical schools ; but, as they eajoy the prestige of

! zank, and are celebrated for the good general education

and then squeezed through the mesenteric
glands and thoracic duct into the left subclavian vein 1’

ourney, & Dolice on &

black slate instead of a lecture, and though often of ub::t
equal valye, scientifically, yet the dis ntment is'
in every oase quite satisfactory. The Hall and Cellsge
would do well to look after the certificates of this
tion.

Letters and communications have besn received from Mr.
Spooner, Blandford; Mr. Newman, York ; Dr. Lawrencs,
Aberdeen ; Mr. Rock, Cartle Blauey; Mr. Desne, Chat-
teris ; Mr. Randolph, Milverton ; Pedro; Hi Gpoenu'.
Newcastle; M. L., Glasgow; Mr. Stephen Gaiwood;
Chemicus ; A Union Medical 6ﬁcer; 8nob; T. B.,, Bir-
mlnahnnu Dr. Goodwin A New Member of the [
A QGuardian; Bpectator; B. #.. Oxon ; Medi
rurgus, Paddington; A Non-Professional Friend ;
Wm. Buchanan; A Student, 8t, Qeorge’s; 1
Stroud ; Mr. Batten, Coleford; A Medieal
D.; Sydenham; Mr. K. Challis; A General Practitionery
Mr, Geo. Banford ; Mr. Jennings; X. L.; Mr, Edw, J
Mehain, 6, Atkinson’s-buildings,
Blanch, 3, Albion-place, Black(riars-road; J. J.3 M
dicus; Ita; Mr. Greatwood; Mr. Joh]gnon; Dy. Dues~
bury ; A Medijcal Practitioner; &.; M.R.C. S., [ 7

A HANDSOMB PORTFOL1V for hoiding the ** MEDICAT.
TiMRs"—very desirable to those who would heep the

bers clean for binding, and easy of refe. ence--anny

3o

* Medicus” writes us—*1 am a of the medical pro-
fession, and have been so this thirty-eight years; and
never before have 1 witnes-ed, until of late, the badly
written prescriptions that enter my shop. 1 will sefy
any one o make them out with safety; I think nothing

_should be written s0 plain as apmripdo-. '

be had, by order of any Bookselier, or st the
price 5s. An allowauce 18 made to the trade. "
CoveRs FOR BINDING the aNnmb;:sh:i t'u;e “ o
Tiugs' are now ready, and may order
price 1o, 6d : ~.~

Bookseller, or at the



-

THE MEDICAL TIMES.

209

No. 431, Jaw, 1.

SUMMARY.

ORIGINAL LECTURES—

Lectures on General Pathology, delivered to the
Facultly of Medicine by Professor ANDRAL, re-
ported by D. M'‘CARTHY, M.D. Paris ........ 209

A Course of Lectures on Surgery, by SAMUEL
COOPER, E8q. ..ccovivrenractianscncncsnees 310

Clinical Observations on some of the more fre=
quent Diseases of Children, by W. H, WILL-
SHIBRE, M.D. c..ovviviinneinrnnrncnnsenncase SN

ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS—

The Physiognomy of Diseases or Semeiotics in their

Assimilative Characters, by G. CORFE, Eeq..... 312
PROGRESS OF MEDICAL 8CIENCE—
Academy of Sclences; Meetings of Dec. 13 and 30.. 913

Academy of Medicine ; Meeting of Dec. 22 ........ 213
MIBCELLANEA .iiiveerniiiierencnnennscesionsans 214

ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL BOCIETY 216
Ethnological 80clety .oeeeraeerarnevensrrsenes sore 216

Btatistiosl Soclety .vveveieecacsinresirniaiariaiea... 316
REVIEW—
El ts of G 1 and Pathological Anatomy, by
DAVID CRAIGIE, M.D..cooussernerennasess 817
LEADERS—

Free Hospital Quackery ............. cereeorinna 217
The Medical Council of the Londom Univensity
School—Elcction of a Surgeon .... .ceevve.... 218

Irish Poor-law Medical Bemuneration.... .s.c.... 218
Diagnosis of Dra, Watson and Williams in the ease of
Mr, Liston .. ...iieiiiianneiies tenies vneenenn 219
Poor-law Medical Relief ............c..c.vvvvnnns.... 220
Dr, Willlams and the Stethoscope............ ouvees.s 221

The Quack G886 .o vvvuuniereennnnnnnnnsoes

A Word on Auscultation .............. ctesastcraseee ;|
The New Incorporation «....ceeevevsoereiesoonses oo 381

Facts and Arguments in S8upport of the * Humane

System of Nonerestraint and N lusion,” by W,

BMITH, E8q. .ovvveennntconcnrrecesnssesnssseces 288
Case of Burn—Death........cc..veverenn ereenen . 388
New Instrument for Inhaling Chloroform ........... .

Statas of the Medical Profession Considered in con-
nection with its Educational 8ystem, by P. BRADY,
7Y T, ceerrarenacsrereees 224

Free Hospital Operations ............... vosesreanan 285

Evidence taken before the Select Committee on Me-

dical Legislation...cccenteniiee voveciircocncrnnees. 298
GOSSIP OF THE WEEK.....ccv00vc0000c0renesces 298
MORTALITY TABLE .ccatsrsecncroceres ceessrses 388
TO CORRESPONDENTS s0vveesceccocnccnscesscsss 328

ORIGINAL LECTURES.
——————

LECTURES ON GENERAL PATHOLOGY,
DELIVERED TO THE
FACULTY OF MEDICINE
_ DURING THE PRESENT YEAR,

By PROFESSOR ANDRAL.
Reported for the Medical Times by D. M'CABTHY, M.D.
e,

Secoxp Parr. Cmarrer IT.

§1GNS FURNISHED BY THE INVESTIGATION OF THE
CIRCULATION,

These signs may be furnished by the exploration
of the heart, the arteries, veins, and capillaries ;
the spleen, as an appendix of the circulating sys-
tem, also claims some share of attention; and,
finally, the constitution of the blood, and the
state of the lymphatic vessels, are likewise, in
disease, the source of dugnoeﬂ:ﬁm

All the signs furnished by nation of the
heart are not obtained by physical means. The
latter are, no doubt, the most important; but we
must also study those which are purely func-
tional. Thus, palpitations or increased violence
of the pulsations of the heart may mmmy
every morbid change of that viscus, without
pointing to sny one in particular. This symp-
tom is sometimes more marked in incipient
disease than in the more advanced s of
valvular alteration. Palpitations may be
merely & dynamic disturbance not connected
with any anatomical elterations of the organ.
Their cause, in such cases, may reside in adpri-
mary alteration of the nervous system, and be
accompanied with oppression and vertigo, simu-
lating disease of the ; but in these instances
the increased action is variable in its intensi
and in its oauses. Alterations of the blood.

lethora, and anemia, e.g., occasion, secondarily,

isturbance of the nervous system, and also pro-
duce palpitations, sometimes of a violent nature,
Palpitations are, therefore, 8 common symptom
to orgmic and dynamic affections of the heart;
and, in order to recognise the real nature of the
latter, it is indispensable to have recourse to
other sources of diagnosis, =~ | i

Pain in the precordial is usually attri-
buted by patients to a morbid condition of the
heart ; but the pathologist should recollect that it
may be merely neuralgia of some intercostal
nerve, and also, on the other hand, that true
acute pericarditis may be totally unattended with
any pain. Endocarditis is still more frequently
unaccompanied by suffering, nor is_any usually
observed in the various alterations of nutrition of
the heart. Neuralgia of that organ is a disease
the existence of]w ich cannot be dem;eld. Asa

ign of organic lesion, we consider palpitations
‘We may also add, that we are not satisfied that
the white patches of the pericardium, or the
adhesions 80 commonly observed within

that cavity, have not somcthing to do with the
presence of more or less tenacious pain in the
precordia,

The principal phenomenon in syncopeis the
arrest of the action of the heart. This we ob-
serve in the first place when that organ is
ﬁ:i.marﬂy affected, asin pericarditis, or when air

been introduced accidentally into the veins
(wepter) ; it is not so well demonstrated that
polypous concretions within the heart can occa-
gion this symptom. Secondly, we again notice
syncope when, the heart not being primarily
affected, a large quantit{ of blood is suddenly
abstracted, or even fixed for a time in any distant
part of the body, as it is during the application
of the immense *‘ cupping-boots,” if we may use
the term introduced into practice by Dr. Junod.
Again, after too rapid delivery, after paracentesis
abdominis, internal hemorrhage, or sudden
emotion, produci great nervous disturbance
or intense pain, and in hysteria, syncope is fre-
z’mﬂy met with. One variety of pernicious
ver 18 characterized by the presence of this
accident ; and sometimes sudden syncope, which
may terminate fatally, occurs as & unique and
primary symptom, :

‘We now turn to the history of the physical

of disease of the heart and its enve{;el.

ese signs are derived from four sources of

knowledge, vis., inspection, palpation, percus-
sion, and auscultation,

Inspection informs us of increase of size of the
precordial region ; and when the ement is
considerable, it is always the result of disease.
It may also lead us to recognise a greater degree
of intensity in the pulsations of the organ, or even
its displacement : thus, the apex naturally beats
in the fifth intercostal space at about two inches
from the nipple; but when the left veatricle is
hypertrophied, the pulsation is observed tooccupy
a lower seat. Dr. Saunders considers epigastric
retraction after pulsation of the heart as indica-
tive of adhesions between the pericardium and the
heart; we donot deny that such may be the case,
but we cannot look upon the sign as occurring so
constantly as Dr. Saunders is inclined to believe.
In pericarditis attended with effusion the pulsa-
tions are said to be perceptiblein a higher region
than the dulness given by percussion. (*‘ Aran
Archives,” July, 1844.) topia of the heart is
also detected by inspection ; ey observed in
an adult the movements of the heart exposed to
view by the incomplete development of the
thoracic walls, and showed this si case to
B ation Jeada recognise the

pation us to i intensif
of the pulsations: we find them increased g
hypertro'&;xy and diminished in dilatation of the
heart. e again find them diminished in syn-
cope, in pericarditis, or when the healthy lung is
in between the viscus and the thoracie
walls, Abundant effusion in the left pleura, or
excessive abdominal dropsy, may also occasion
di.lgheement of the heart, and cause us not to
find its pulsations bL palpation. This mode of
in which the puleations may be felt, and their

us to ascertain the extent:

uency, which is always increased in endo-
itis, 1n considerable valvular insufficiency,in
nervous disturbances of the heart, in great
general debility, and in all cases where the
animal heat rises above 38° Cent. (99° Fahren-
heat). Palpation tells us, on the contrary, that
the beats are less frequent in some forms of
hypertrrophy, in cerebral disease, in certain in-
toxications (for instance, after the exhibition of
digitalis). This subject we will refer to more at
large when we treat of ¢ the pulse.” Changesin
the order of succession of the contractions of the
heart may also be known by palpation, and dis-
placements of the viscus by hydrothorax, pleu-
risy, or ascites. One of the signs furnished by
pation of the region of the heart is of the
greatest value in the diagnosis of organic disease:
it is that which has received the name of ‘¢ pur-
ring tremor,” and which always indicates con-
siderable friction within the heart, and almost
invariably denotes valvular disease. Hope, Dr.
Stokes, and Professor Bouilland have met
with purring tremor in pericarditis. We have
not had that good fortune. Laennec, who, during
the last years of his life, betrayed a singular
tendency to doubt the existence of anatomical
alterations in co dt::ction with the physical
signs of disease, itted that purring tremor
might be produced by mere nervous disturbance ;
&h oginion, however, we cannot possibly par-
e of.

Percusaflonéointroduced into science by Auen-
hrugfam rvisart, was, it is singular to say,
bardly noticed by them as a means of coming {o
a correct diagnosis in diseases of the hesrt. It
is chiefly to Professor Piorry that the credit is
due, of having shown the Important results to,
be obtained from that method in disorders of the
central organ of circulation, In the healthy
adult the precordial region is perfectly dull on
percussion in an extent of two square inches ;
around this dull region, strong percussion yields
also a certain loss of resonance in about one inch
and a half in every direction. Near the sternum
the dulness is less tperfect. and corresponds to
the right cavities of the heart; in this re{ion,
also, we should add that less resistance is felt by
the finger during percussion, The presence of
the emphysematous lung between the heart and
the thoracic walls diminishes the dulness; but
it is increased by effusions in the left pleura, by
indurations of the lung, and by tumours of the
mediastinum, such as cancer, , or sortie
aneurism; disease of the heart itself, or of its en-
velopes, also has the same result. Effusion in
the pericardium causes dulness in a pyramidal

region, with its apex at the upper of the
sternum, and its i inferiorfy; tﬁ.i:t dulness
may be displaced in changes of position of the
patient, when the effusion is not very con-
siderable. Increase of size of the heart, what-
ever its cause, also produces augmentation of the
:gu:e in which dulness exists during health;

ue:’l aeﬁumuhﬁ;: Of(?il:l»d in t.;m heart, eccene
tri ypertrophy . (dilatation), produce in-
creased dulness. yIn enlargement of the left
cayities, the dulness is chiefly found towards
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the fifth, sixth, seventh, or eighth ribs ; and when
the right side of the heart is hypertrophied, it is
towards the inferior part of the sternum that the
maximum of dulness is observed. As to the
delimitation by percussion of the various cavities
of the heart, Professor Piorry asserts that it may
be obtained by plessimetry; but further re-
searches are necessary in order to satisfy us upon
this point.

In our next lecture we will study the seme-
iotic signs furnished by auscultation in diseases
of the heart. - :

A COURSE
oFr

LECTURES ON SURGERY.

’ BY
SAMUEL COOPER, Esa., F.R.8,

Professor of SBurgery to University Coll London §
Consulting Surgson to London Unirersity Bospital, &e.

Leorvre XXII.

GENTLEMEN,—A class of inflammations arisihg
from cold, exceedingly troublesome to the pa-
tient, and often difficult to heal, without being in
themselves dangerous, are chilblains, ey
occur most frequently on the toes or ed.gs of the
feet, on the h:&, the instep, the back of thehand ;
sometimes the end of the nose or ear, and the
parts about the metacarpus, suffer.  The inflam-
mation is of an irritable, but l‘a':slid, character,

and, the circulation being in the
attacked, the reparative power is low, and re-
quires stimulation. It may be observed that in
many respects a similarity is remarked between
the effects of an extreme degree of heat and of
intense cold. In the simplest kind of chilblains
there are merely redness, swelling, heat, and
itching of the parts. In the second degree of
severity there is more heat, pain, and swelling,
and more or less deprivation of the use of the part,
and, when on the instep or back of the hnnd? the
swelling is very great, and the patient is rendered
lame. In the third degree vesicles are formed,
in consequence of the accumulation of a dark
bloody serum under the cutis, the surface of
which frequently ulcerates, and the sores thus
formed are very painful, full of an ichorous mat-
ter, very deep, and difficult to heal. They pre-
sent a greyish and often fungous appearance at
bottom. e worst cases of chilblains are those
in which the bloody vesicles are followed by gan-
grene, Predisposition to chilblains is met with
n persons of delicate constitutions, and in those
who have been brought up tenderly, ially
persons subject to scrofula, and those who per-
spire much in the feet. It is found that exposure
of a part to intense cold while in a state of per-
spiration is more likely to be followed by chil-
bfaim than its exposure to the same de, of
cold when it is simply warm. Of itself cold
cannot produce true chilblains. The treatment
is pretty well understood, and erally agreed
on. If you have them in the first and second
dzqfee of severity you are to use friction, and rub
‘well with the camphor liniment, or the soap lini-
ment, to every five parts of which you may add
one part of the tincture of cantharides; the
liquor plumbi diacetatis, or a mixture of two
parts of sp. vini camph., and one part of liquor
lumbi diacet. Abroad, they immerse the parts
ice-cold water two or three times a day, rub
Kem dry and cover them with a leathern sock ;
‘but this method is not universally applicable,
and must not be used with patients disposed to
Ehthiais or gout, nor with delicate females. I
ave alrendy observed that the inflammation
anies chilblains is rather languid,

which accom

and, as the vg not much power of reparation,
they th Pe~dPghire stimulants, cerated
‘&lﬂﬁf G vl stimulating dressings,
s 0lbtidin ate of silver, Peruvian
! fam, & y gjuor plumbi acetat. and
Wigor cdleis, or gn of chloride of lime,
xhich {s-recamm § by Lisfranc; this may
applied by ! nt,  Some practitioners
N >

are very partial to s poultice in the first in-
ahnc:,ry made of oatmeal with some port wine,
and they think it is of great benefit. treat-
ment of chilblains in a state of mortification is
conducted upon the same principles as in other
instances of gangrene, . .

The subject next for consideration is that of
wounds. { a wound is meant a breach in the
continuity of the soft parts, produced suddenly
by an external cause, and generally attended in
the first instance with hemorr! and pain.
Such is a general definition of the term; but
some circumstances occasionally arise requiring
it to be understood in a modified sense. Breaches
of continuity are thus sometimes made by the
violent action of the muscles, which tear them-
selves, break the bones, or rupture the tendons
to which they are joined. Wounds are cha-
racterized either according to the description
of weapon by which mischief has been done, or
upon the circumstance of venomous matter
having been infused inté the part, or ffom
their own nature and locality,  Incised
wounds or cuts are -imgiy divisions of the tex-
tures ; being made by sharp instruments, there
is no contusion or laceration; the tendency to
inflammation, suppuration, and mortification ex-
ists, therefore, in a very low degree, as co:sned
with other wounds. e surgeon has only to
prevent the wound from gaping ; thatis, to brin,
the opposite edges of the wound together, an
to maintain them in this condition a short
time, and they will grow togetheragain. Danger
insuch cases, where it exists, is the consequence of
the loss of blood by which such a wound is some-
times attended. Punctured wounds, as the
stabs of pointed weapons, bayonets, lances,
dag ers, &c., or large thorns or nails, introduced
suddenly into the flesh, injure the far
more than simplz incised wounds. ey are
generally inflicted with force and violence, and
often penetrate to_a great depth, injuring the
viscera, bloodvessels, and nerves ; and, as many
weapons are found with a diameter i i
with the distance from the point, their entrance
to any considerable depth forces the fibres asunder
like a wedge, and so causes a serious degree of
rupture and contusion. Besides this, you have
contused and lacerated wounds produced by
some blunt substance impelled with violence
against the body; this division includes gun-
shot wounds, a most interesting class, which will
enable you to understand the nature of contused
wounds generally. Every solution of continuity
made auddenldy {y a blunt body must produce
contusion and laceration, and for this reason
some bites, not venomous, come under this divi-
sion of wounds, Another class of wounds are
those which are produced by the bites of some
serpents and the stings of certain insects. These
are complicated by the presence of a venomous
fluid or matter in the part. Under this head
rank those cuts and pricks received by the sur-

eon in dissecting dead bodies, in handling in-
gected instruments, or dressing buboes and
chancres.

The most dengerous, however, of all veno-
mous wounds met with in this country are the
bites of the viper and of rabid animals. There
are many wounds, as I have said, which derive
their names from their situation in the body;
thus we have wounds known as wounds of the

head, face, chest, throat, abdomen, lungs, Bu.r, &eo. |

&c. ounds may further be regarded as simple
or complicated. v I have mentioned incised
wounds as the most simple, but they may be
complicated in various ways, as by the lodgment
of foreign bodies or of irritating matter in the
part, by the loss of a part of the substance, an
attack of hospital gangrene, phlegmonous erysi-
pelas, traumatic tetanus, and many other circum-
stances, all of which will cause, if necessary, the
surgeon to deviate from the treatment requisite
for a simple wound. All wounds of considerable
size or depth are followed by symptomatic fever
i & higher or lower degree. The extent of time
in which this comes on varies: sometimes it
comes on very early, but usually from sixteen to
thirty-six hours after the injury, A its appear-

ance the skin becomes much warmer, the heart
and arteries increase in the frequency and, gene-
rally, in the strength of their action ; the patient
is thirsty, has an anxious exprélsion on his coun-
tenance, and his powers of digestion are impaired.
It is of the greatest importance that the practi-
tioner attend to the true character of the fever,
as being of the true inflammatory or of the as-
thenio t. since the loss of blood which may be
tolera the system in one case will be suf-
ficient to destroy in another. The prognosis of
wounds depends on many circumstances and eom-
binations—on the size, the violence attending
them, the reparative power of the part, as well s
on the age and the general state of constitution
of the patient. The mere size of a wound will
often be a source of great danger. Ihave seena
mr&eon obliged to remove a large adipose tumour
of the extent of tmz-ﬂn ds weight, Such
an operation may, without injuring any part of
importance, of its mere magnitude, vccasion
death: on this account amputations of the thigh
are so much more dangerous than of other limbs.
‘Wounds attended with contusion and laceration
will be much more likely to cause death than a
simple incision, even should the latter be of far
more considerable extent. Injury of large ar-
teriecwillbamﬁcienttodutrom in e very
short time; and you should be told that great
dangers often attend wounds of smaller arteries,
where tmmoutof the way and difficult to
reach ; often under these circumstances, at
the same time, there is a greater disposition to
bleed in these small vessels, as in those of the ab-
domen, which are very favourably situated for
hemorrhage, and where the blood becomes avery
great source of irritation. I explained that in-
cised wounds were the most simple description,
and more readily healed than wounds compli-
cated by contusion and laceration. Many of
them, how?i;iﬁ from their limﬁof: or other
causes, are y d-n&fnms; thus, forinstance,
incised wounds of the throat involving the
larynx and trachea. The first effects of an in-
cised wound are, more or less, bleeding, acute
pain, and separation of the textures cut, From
the vast n:fl:n hz‘d b!oodw-ﬁl:a‘viri& ‘which
every part e-body is su t is impos~
pombﬂ.to prick the skin with the finest needle

without coming one or more ramifications
ofveuelg contai blood, which issues from
the o . When, instead of a needle, the cut~

ting instrument has width sufficient to divide, in
penetrating, an extensive portion of the flesh, the
consequences are more marked, as not only a
greater number of bloodvessels are involved,
most likely some of these of magnitude; the he-
mo will then be profuse, and may be fatal.
The pain of a wound is ent on the kind
of instrument with which it is inflicted, its ex-
Vidual at the tone o sustiing i Sl
[ e ining it, diers and
sailors in the heat of an action are often severel
wounded, but are not conscious of the fact un
the heat of the action has subeided, or till 1oss of
blood causes faintness too’ considerable ‘to be
longer disregarded; while, on the other hand, s
person about to undergo & surgical operation is
conscious, in the highest degree, of the division
of textuyes about to take place, having the -
mtbeﬁ)relpn, pe::?cforahngﬁme belf:::-
d, and his pain will be greater.
‘Theseparation of the edges of s wound is the re-
sult of the natural elasticity of its textures. Itis
true that the dividing instrument, acting like a
wedge, separates the edges from each other ; but
the gaping from this circumstance alone would be
inconsiderable, were it the only cause. The two
are sometimes separated a space as
wide as several inches from euhgzher. and the
elasticity natural to the skin and other tissues,
as well as the contracting power of the muscles,

is a principal cause of such separation, The
elasticity of & part, however, is not always the
measure of separation in incised wounds ; the de-

gree of tension at the time of th has
somewhat to do with the result. 'l‘lmue° inju‘zm

indications in the treatment of ineised
The first and most obvious is to stop
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CO.

CLINICAL OBSERVATIONS ON SOME
OF THE MORE FREQUENT DISEASES
OF CHILDREN.

W. HUGHES WILLSHIRE, M.D. (Edin.), M.B.S,

b Physiciaa to the Royal hﬂmmbrchudr&.&c.

(Coutinued from p. 190.) .

. GmnrLmox,—] have now to pass to the con-
sideration of the modes of treatment I would
advise you to adopt in the various forms of in-
fantile dimthoes.  You have seen how different
axe these forms at the extremities of the scale,

the more general types which I have laid down,

i ure have to
in the simple fi fallcm“mhymt
in the very forms of ve to
take care that you do notdommuchinthe
way of drug. administration, lest yeou.convert a

very mild and tem; or, rather, in-
convenience into a prolonged and inflam-
matory affection, at the same time you will have

to be upon your guard lest that w has ap-

xndegnhet:nhnmtgfthodmplcdianhonof
more importance than is often supposed.

In most cases of diarrhcea the first thi
offered to your notice is the actual condition
frequency of the alvine dejections : these are
almost always first alluded to by ot::uptmt. and
fotwmog;cnlhﬁtyinthmthe ild is brought
to you. the more severe case of acute entero-
colitis, and .in the prolonged or chronic ones,

thing notice, since you may not
mthaptﬁutmﬁlmha-uwh!om o
and for the * fallingaway,” in fact, you are
often told the child is to you. Here,
M,mlﬂmdﬂxedamhmminqniry,in
a secondary way. But in both cases you
msake yourself soquainted with the state of the

bowels before any consideration is paid to the
umofthedimi That state bein mrmmed,

gpédemical influence to be ded at certain
seasons of the year. Aoeordmg.mthcefon,tothe
probability of either of these causes existing, so
will your therapeutic procedures vary, and also
in to the type of the disease they have
produced. 8till, whatever may be the cause,
whatever the of the disorder, there are cer-

tain plicable to d which
Fndl et onee atludartor 1o %0 &l sad w
In every case of diarzhme there exists local

intestinal irritation of some kind or other, what-
ever may be its ; therefore, in your treat-
ment, care must be taken that that irritation be
not increased. The already existing irritation is
in most cases that of a mucous membrane and
its follicles; irritation of such structures is
always the more amenable the more we can avail
ves of local treatment; and therefore you
must lay stress upon this, and not rely alone
3@1 general coustitutional procedure. seat
the irritation, especially in the severe and
cases, is on the mucous surface of the
wer bowels; therefore, so far as actual local
treatment goes, the administration of remedial
agents by the rectum, and the acting on the
surface of the abdomen by palliative sooth-
ing measures, are never to be forgotten. The
persistency of diarrhcea tends to exhaust the
vital powers in a twofold way—Dby the discharge
it keeps up, and by the irntation beins trans-
lated or radisted to the stomach and u
bowels, by which the aliment is rejected from
the former, or, if retained, by the digestion being
i:sedeoﬂy, or not at all, performed both in it
in the latter; and, therefore, there can be
no refection to the * wear and tear” going on:
the candle is burnt at both ends. y, the
more severe forms not only exhaust the vital
ies by their own nature, but generally ori-
ﬁm in constitutions naturally weak and

Besides the principles guiding your treatment

of | deducible from these propositions I have already

hinted at, you will discover one or two others, 1f
think a little more, You will see that

iarrhcea is not to be treated by purgatives—
local irritants often of a severe character—unless
you have reason to believe that thereis retention
of something in the tube which keeps up or
causes the local excitement, and which you can
have no chance of alleviat:ﬁ, unless the retained
object is removed. You will find, also, that de-
d&d antiphlogistic and depressing measures
mnotinmybnt-memb_ehadgm&

stress upon your not being gui Y

mb’ofat onoe giving agents exerting a cathartic
action in diartheea, because, although apparently
itis smmfollow such a practice, yet such a
one is the of the therapeutics advised by
many writers, I say strangs, because d priors
there is already too much intestinal disturbance ;
why, then, further increase it? Yet, as I have
..n{ doctrines have gone abroad in which it is
taught that, by the mere temporary exciting ac-
tion of the cathartic, the more permanent one
causing the diarrhea is to be cured. By such
and analogous measures it is said by Legendre
that ¢ we free the internal face of the digestive
tube of the lsy:n of altered mncl:h wh.icl:l lines
it; we energeti modify its vitality, and espe-
cially the neretivey action of the mucous follicles ;
we substitute & more or less active irritation,
itself tending to terminate npi%}’y, for a chronie,
obetinate, secretive irritation, We therefore per-
fectly agree with M. Gendrin in ing
emetics and purgatives as the most efficacious re-
medies in the cure of intestinal diacrises.” To
the general doctrine of purgation in the treat-
ment of diarrhea I di entirely, but of
course must with one admit that in some
of the mucous varieties, as I shall afterwards ex-
plain to you, it will be often necessary to fut it
1 force, as also under the circumstances 1 pre-
viously mentioned ; and I freely admit, also, that
the value of emetics is often great in the extreme.
Still e: can see thz &f?d?ce be;}veen such
modi practice an ption of purgation
a8 a rule in diarthea, I stronglg udvge you to
read the remarks of Stokes (a), Graves(b), and
Copland (c), bearing relation to this point, so far
as regards aduits, at least, and you will rise from
their , I am sure, with information of
extreme value. ¢ Much mischief may arise and
discredit be reflected on the practitioner by fol-
lowing blindly the dictates either of unsound

(a "4 Lectures,” American edition, p. 600,
éb} ¢ Clinical Medicine,”” p. 73,
o) *Dictionary,’” Intestines, p, 587,

theory or ‘worthless authority, instead of being
guided by grincipleo of common sense. I have
repeatedly known ms who have been ac-
counted 1gnorant, but who were not necessarily
without sound sense, complain bitterly, and lose
all confidence in the medical attendant and hopes
of recovery, when directed to take cathartics after,
as they have expressed it, their insides had been
ne%l; purged out of them.”
ith regard to the inability of our being ge-
nerally able to employ antiphlogistic measures,
although certain forms of the disease are inflam-
matory, this is founded on the peculiar nature of
that inflammation, the state of constitution it
occurs in, and the vital d ion which it is
almost inevitably accompanied by, or to which it
leads. Upon this point I may quote to you the
words of Rilliet, who says, * We must reserve
debilitating measures for a small number-of well-
marked cases—that is to say, for those in which
the disease at the onset is accompanied with
fever or abdominal pains, hap ‘dg to an older
child, whether as & primary ﬁ'ﬁma or as the
m\:me of another affection which has not left
ind depression of the vital powers. In such
cases we may apply from four to twelve leeches
to the abdomen or to the anus, but must take
care that the loss of blood be proportionate to the
power of the child ; at the same time we should
apply emollient cata to the abdomen and
give demulcent drinks. It is rarely the case that
'we have necessity a second time to haverecourse
to the above medication ; the disease mnming a
chronic aspect, we must renounce debilitating
means, which will become hurtful.” From these
remarks you may get hints available on the
ints I have alluded to, but some of them must

vuzlotuﬁoml; received.
In cases of diarrhcea occurring in infants
and very youn&;hﬂdrm. not yet freed from
napkins and of similar recipients of their
evacuations, you must never forget to impress
upon the nurse the absolute necessity of very
frequently changing them. Unless this is done
‘::lwﬂlinve a complication ¢f the diarrheea to
h‘wiﬂt. ‘vu'y troub _ept:uyourxlf, and,
ps, of very serious im to the child.
thighe, naten o) Induoed, which may procesd

nates, &c., indu which ma;

to ulceration. Every time the diaper isyranovéd
the child should be tly washed with tepid
water, and wiped gquite dry with a piece of old
e R
any rough scrubbi e parts. e
latter have beeo:ens irritated ious to the re-
application of the diaper, they should be touched
over with the powder-puff. On the Continent

they use for this bycopodium powder—
tt.‘l:e s of bycopodium clavatum—and there
ey

ve a high of its virtues, and
oouidert.hemvzry beyon?::m ing else. Bouchut
says water glides over the skin which is covered
with it as it would over oil-silk; Sobernheim
stroxt:glyrecommends it; and Rosensteinand Vogel,
for the ulcerated state, advise it to be made into
an ointment with the oxide of zinc, and applied
to the parts. I with the writers who de-
precate the use of fatty matters in these cases,
and prefer the use of a lotion of the sulphate of
zine in rosewater. Bouchut recommends a very
dilute solution of the bichloride of mercury.

In those cases of diarrhcea complicated,.in
older children, with psus of the rectum, ydu
must enforce u nurse the fact that
child is not to be allowed to sit upon a low stool
or chamber utensil in performing the office of
defecation. In very bad cases the child should
evacuate the bowels in the recumbent dorsal posi-
tion in & bedpan ; by this means the lower bowel
will be prevented getting into the habit, if I may
so call it, of coming down, or, if it does, it is far
more easily put up again, On its protrusion, it
should be gently washed after each motion, at
first with tepid, after a day or so with cold, water,
in order that all remains of irritating matters
may be removed from its tender and irritable
surface.bl Care must thznu, be ﬁen 1;1::).%‘a as ;coan
as possible after every  fall,”” reduction be gently
pexformed, Often you will find the appligation
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of a lotion of alum or of sulphate of zinc, or of
the tincture of the sesquichloride of iron, will be
of great avail. Anything further I might say
upon this point, however, belongs to the subject
as a separate disease, to be separately treated,
‘whether medically or surgically.

In eeding to treat any special form of the
di!oxJer. you, of course, as I have told you, will
endeavour to find out its cause; and your atten-
tion in very young children will {)e chiefly
directed to the states of alimentation and evolu-
tion of the teeth. From imperfect performance
of either of these offices you may trace, as you
now know, all forms of the affaction ; and, there-
fore, your treatment, of course, will have to be
mnd:led‘ ; but these important offices must be
first attended to, or no good result can be ex-
g:mad from your interference. In a child still

i gh:uned., therefore, make all inquiries as Jto

r any of those vegetable aliments I pre-
viously referred to are at the same time being
given to it ; if so, stop them at once, and have the
child confined to the milk of the mother. In-
el s aey the mo oran oo -t

months old — menstruating
again, or has profuse leucorrhees, or if she has
roason to suppose herself pregnant; if so, the
milk will suit her infant no longer. This will
become more particulnrli necessary to be at-
tended to when the diarrhcea has been obstinate
for some time past, and still continues so.
Under such circumstances it would be necessary
for you to advise the adoption of one or other of
these things—to the breast milk, or at
once entirely wean the child, and feed it upon
food conformable to the state of its dental deve-
lopment and other circumstances. Sometimes,
in the better classes of society, you can effect the
former with marked benefit to the infant, the
diartheea ceasing, and the child gaining flesh, as
new and better sustenance is afforded it. It may
be n even to advise another such change,
if the new milk does not seem to agree with it.
M. Donnd says he has thus changed the milk
five or six times before he could accomplish his
object. In the lower classes of society this will
be impossible ; you will then have to feed the
child artificially, and the description of the food
which will suit it best cannot always be foreseen.
The first thing which will influence you in your
choice will be the want, or an abundance, of
teeth. Upon much relative to the diet of in-
fants and children I have already spoken, (a)
and therefore shall be more concise in what I
have to say now. As a general rule you will
find that a milk diet is the better ; the milk may
be given either boiled or unboiled, according as
it suits the child best. Sometimes you will find
it rejected when boiled, and retained when not
80, or the converse may happen; to this
may be added isinglass, or gelatine stp, or for
elder children boiled milk and ground rice.

(To be continued.)
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THE PHYSIOGNOMY OF DISEASES OR
SEMEIOTICS IN THEIR ASSIMILATIVE
CHARACTERS.

By GEORGE CORFE (Authorof “ A Popular Treatise on
the Kidney,” &o.), of the Middlesex Hospital.
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(Continued from page 185.)
HYSTERIA,
‘When I was prosecuting my studies at the

(.Lfnm traits, which are painted from
the life, by that eminent artist, George F! ,
Baq., are to be seen in the museum of the Middle-
sex Hospital School of Medicine, a woodcut
being deemed inefficient to carry out the peculiar
features and tint of each countenance,

Salisbury Infirmary, there resided in the town a
near relative of mine, who was a shrewd, clever
erson. In the circle of her acquaintance was a
ady, a spinster, who had arrived at that equi-
vocal age for marriage, forty-five, who was pos-
sessed of limited means, but who was, moreover,
troubled with some kind of *fits” accasionally.
My friend iavited her to pass a few weeks in the
town, at her house, which was accordingly ac-
cepted; but very shortly afterwards these *‘ fits”’
appeared, to the great annoyance of her hostess.
But as they recurred again and again, and did
not seem to excite any distress on the part of the
patient, so they likewise ceased to cause any
alarm to the lady of the house. At length, on
one occasion, when the visitor went to lie down
in the forenoon, preparatory to a fit, my friend
seized the opportunity by saying, * Well, my
dear Miss —, if you are going to have a fit to-
day, I'll lock you up in your bedroom, and go
out and spend the day with Mr. and Mrs.
Arthur —— ;" which she accordingly did, and
returned to her patient in the evening, whem
she found quite well, but highly chagrined at
the treatment she had received. Nevertheless,
she had so far conquered the * fit mania,” that
we never heard of any more of such attacks,
during the remainder of her residence in the
town. Now, had a medical praetitioner ex-
ercised this, apparently, cruel treatment, he
would doubtless have received his congé, and
would never have been allowed to set his foot
on the threshold of the door again. That mor-
bidly indolent state of mind, which induces and
encourages these attacks, also gives rise to that
slothfulness of body which is oftentimes so be-
wildering to the practitioner, that he scarcely
suspects the disorder, but readily catches up the
notion that there is spinal disease, and treats
his patient accordingly. Whereas theee females
begin by thinking thg cannot walk, because
they do not walk, and then the mind is so obtuse
that they will not walk, but lie in bed for days,
weeks, nay, even for years together. I feel as-
sured that the disorder is not iodily but mental ;
in proof of which they never exhibit so much
annoyance when they are made to walk, as they
do you charge home to them such accusa-
tions as these,  You are ill-tempered, and won’t
try to exert yourself;” ¢ This is laziness, obsti-
nacy, and determination to resist all efforts to
exercise your legs;*’ *Ishould think that you are
of a sulky disposition,’” &c. They pout, swell,
goiltpp, and o te ct]:.uie:l burst out into agiol&t
t of crying, whi 'ways encourage, -
ing them that it will do them good; 80 it
muredg does, for, their passionate feelings
havit:g us vented themselves, they become more
tractable and more manageable, and at length
they really strive to assist you in your em-
deavours to promote their convalescence, and
sometimes finish by expressing much gratitude
for your arduous and successful labours, and
kind though rough treatment of their bodies.
am well aware that these remarks will not be
v favourabl{ received by some of my medical
readers, but can only add, that if I saw
through such a case, and felt that the above line
of practice was absolutely required, I would
rather take my leave of the house and famil:
altogether than I would pander to the wretche
state of mind and body of such patients, by
dosing them with fetid gums, ether, camphor,
ammonia, valerian, &c. &c., and therecby en-
courage, indirectly, the disorder, fill a long drug-
bill, and lead the friends to suppose there was
disease, when conscience plainly whispered in
the heart of the practitioner there was none.
Such trimming policy is beneath an honourable
mind, and finds no encouragement there, nor is
it fostered, but in the soil of a base and sordid
disposition.
. CHOREA,

It is useless to occupy the reader’s attention
with an account of this singular disorder of the
nervous system, and especially as I have not
much information to give upon the subject, be-
yond what is already known by the profession ;
nevertheless I may take the opportunity of re-

marking here, that the oldest person whom I
ever saw with this disease was recently a patient
in this hospital, under Dr. Seth Thompson. 8he
was a married woman, twenty-cight years of age,
and had been frightened by a strange cat jump-
ing on her back. The excitcment of the nervous
system was more elarming then I ever remember
to have witnessed in aggravated cases of this
nature. But the violence of the symptoms rapidly
subsided under thesteady and repeatedexhibition
of tartar emetio, in large doses. The Doctor com-
menced with half a grain every hour, for eight
or ten successive doses, and then he continued
it, in the same quantity, every four, and sub-
sequently every six, hours, when she obtained
tranquil and refreshing sleep, and gradually im-
gmved under this treatment alone, and the
ospital perfectly well,

1 may just observe that I havesinee had 9éca-
sion to admire the samé successful line of
practice adopted by this gentleman in other
cases of cerebral excitement, amounting almost
to mania. Oue case, ially, is before my
mind’s eye: it was that of a gentleman’y servant,
who was brought here in & state oﬁm
gxcitement. There had been varions oduses
to produce this disorder,” but when he mrived
here we found him most unmanageable; st “that
‘we were compelled to use severs but *fwni fan-
guage, and he was thus persuaded-to keep-in bed
without any restraint from straps, strait whist-
ovat, &c. &c. He mow commenced the: tirtar
emetic, in the same doses as the female ‘patient,
and at the same intervals, when the stemach
became nsuseated after five grains hal beea
taken, and he obtained eight or hire hours of
tranquil sleep, and awoke quite ratiomal-and
calm, and his convalescence went on favowrably
from that time. He was ordered‘ a puvgative
also of calomel and coloeyth, which tendad to
relieve his head. He has since returned:t his
master’s employment, and contihues to :be‘quite
healthy, with the exeeption of opensional at¥acks
of bilious headache, . o

PARALYSIS AGITANS. PARALYSIS /S YENENO.

The former of these two diseases is met
with in advaneed life, as its anatogous ion,
chorea, id only met with in youth. - It ianoedless
to occupy any-space E:gnn & subjeet: whrele is 80
little understood, the opportumitiey for
;tudyx:g which are so rarely meb- with in

itals, -y

o;}:xt under the head of the second title we
might enumerate palsy from'imbibition e#1ead,
mercury, arsenic, &c. &c. In-the forther of
these metallic poisons the: countenance sssurmes
a dingy, fawn, or dirty fawn colour, theintetlects
become impaired, and the gait is awkward and
unequal, and there may probably be found
palsy of some of the extremities ; the g:nlyns
18 usually most observable in the right hand’ (if
he is a right-handed man, as a house-paimter),
and the wasting of the museular substance is most

I | apparent in the adductor pollicis and extdnsors

of the hand and wrist, The gums, if there exist
any tartar on the teeth, are always tinged with
a pale blue line in such patients ; but if thetartar
is absent, the coloured line is never present, at
least, in any marked degree. This appearance, and
the ments in favour of the presence of & blue
gum, being a test of the existence of lead in
the ?-tcm. are into, and
ably discussed, by our scientific -dentisty Mr,
Tomes, who has Lﬂn at much pains to -hscer-
tain how far the blue gum may be relied upon
as a morbid product. I must, therefore, refer
my readers to the sensible observationsof this
gentleman, which are given in a eeries of lec-
tures, delivered at the medical sehool of this
hospital, in 1846, and whioh are riow in the
course of publication,

There is an excellent pamphlet by a nen-pro-
fessional gentleman on the subject of prevention
of lead colic, by means of the n;lgho-vhie acid,
taken in the form a drink, the mode of preparing
which he there detals. S8ome such formula is
used by the men employed in a white-lead manu-
factory in Lambeth, but the mestersfind it ne-
cessary to lay down compulsory rules, in erder
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to keep the men to its daily wuse, though the
latter state, that as long as they adbere to this

even in the hottest summers, 8 period
of the year most favourable for the production of
eolic, a_case scarcely ever eccurs amongst 100
men. The form here alluded to is used by the
author of the abave paper in a large white-lead
manufactory at Manchester, and during the first
year of its trial in 1840 there had not beena

- inatanoe of calic t 200 mex.

. disturbance of the mental faculties, in con-

bations tmpaived by load oaisan Tows
Mmy poison, is generally

:::hpim:ecd fa nm&u:‘ment o th(i]bnin
;-fasuity, of memory, epile;
udgrmmémﬁtudemuuallyﬂ;e?eqlslg
of this and other forses of slow metallic poisoning,
Wa have had several instances of palsy

mercury in water-gilders, in whom iron, sarsa-
parilla, shower-baths, and slight shocks of eleo-
wo- have striking benefits,
The last case occurred t Dr. Mervyn

Crawford’s patients ; and the above treatment so
humm..f him that he left the hospital with
an intention of mummal:u work, although he
was strioly charged to leave the trade aud ob-

3 ooecurred many years ago. Sarah
Harris, sged twenty-two, about a drachm
-of arsepious acid, in consequence of disappoint-
ment in courtship, and was brought here in a
few hours afterwards, and sdmitted under Dr.
Hawkins, January 7. The surface was cold;
and, i fa:t.-h ;petred be . dty-m;

in e ap to i ing.
8ke had vomited some dark Buid before admis:
sion, it waes stated. A warm bath, sinapisms to
the epigastrium and feet, with some mild stimu-
lanta, were admiunistered, when she gradually
recovered from this state of collapse, and ulti-
mately became convalescent from all the acute
. symptoms of gastritis which supervened, by the

repeated ioation of leeches to the region of
- the ato! ; but, when recavery was so far ad-
. vanced as to permit her to dress herself, it was

- fomnd that the lower extremities were so feeble
- that she was unable to stand, These paraplegic
symptoms increased week after week, so that,
h her general health had become tolerably
good, yet, at the expirationr of two months from
the time that she committed the act, she had
o+ palsy and eomplete anwmethesia of both lower ex-
.« twemities. She was discharged, and subsequently
- -undsrwent a regular course of eleotricity three
times & week, when the power of the lower
limbs gradually returned, and she walked to the
hoepital ta offer us her thanks, having regained
the perfect use of the legs.
. As I may not have ocoasion to allude to the
. influence of mercury upon the system in any
suoceeding pages, 1 will take this opportunity of
observing that for many years past I have noticed
s singular peculiarity im the gums of those
patients wha are taking mercury b¢fore ptyalism
ts itself. I requested my fii Mr.
'omes to investigate the subject amongst the
dental patients under his care, and that gentle-
man has described the morbid appearance in so
. coucise a maunner that I cannot do better than
transcribe hia clever observations, from a re-
oently published lecture on diseases of the gums.
¢ In salivation produced by mercury the effect
is firt discernible upon the gums. Some hours
previous to the coming of the metallic taste, and
to the fetor of the breath, and also to the sore-
nees and discomfort which mark the influence of
mercury on the system, the gums show indica-
tions that these conditions are about to appear;
in fact, the patient will in a few hours be salivated.
The state of gum, I am about to describe is, in
fact, a premonitory sign of ptyalism, for shauld
it appear, and the mercury be immediately dis-
continued, yet salivation will come on. The
sign is this: the adherent portion of the mucous
membrane of the gums assumes an opaque white
colour, contraating strongly with the non-adherent
portion, which preserves its natural hue or be-
comes xed. The free edge of the gums is move-

able, but that part which lies over the alveoli
is firmly tied down to the periosteum; and, as
the edges of the alveoli present a festooned line,
80 the whitened mucous membrane presents a
corresponding festooned line. Again, where the
mucous membrane is loosely reflected from the
i';m to the cheek, thenat
e

whiteness of gum is produced by an in-

creased secretion of epithelium, which, from |’

being thicker and more opa&ue, renders the co-
lour given by the vessels to the subjacent tissues

marent.

¢ surface of the mucous' membrane, when
deprived of epithelium, is studded over with in-
numerable small conical elevations, or papill=.
The thickened epithelium is readily rubbed off

from { the tops of the papille, while it retains its full

thickness in the hollows between them; thence,
if closely inspected, the gums will not be seen to
present a uniform white hue, but a mottled
aspect, and this because the epithelium is thin
over the papillee and thick between them, and
therefore more colour will show through at one
part than at another. With the increased thick-
ness there is a decrease of tenacity between the
scales that form the epithelium, for the surface
may be much more readily rubbed off than when
in its natural state.

*¢ This curious and useful premonitory sign of
coming ptyalism was, I believe, first noticed, and
its value pointed out, by Mr. Corfe ; at all eventa,
he first drew my attention to the fact, and Iam
not aware that it has been described by any
author. Since, however, Mr. Corfe mentioned
the result of his obseryations as to the constancy
of the sign, I have verified for myself its presence
in all cases of salivation that have come under
my notice, and from these I have written the
foregoing account.

“1f you would make use of this indication in
your practice, it will be necessary that you should
carefully note the state of the gums at the time
the mercurial treatment is commenced, for it is
quite possible that other agents may produce a
similar state of gum, and that such may exist
previous to the exhibition of mercury.” (a)

The concludjn%:;muks are important, inas-
much as I have uently noticed that agents
which stimulate the glandular system on the
one hand, or the mucous surfaces on the other,
havea tendencg'hto oduce the same appearance
on the gums: thus I have noticed the change in
patients under the influence of iodine, and in
those who have taken repeated doses of croton
oil, colchicum, &c. Nevertheless, one point is

uite certain that, if the gums are observed be-

re mercury is given, and no such white line
is visible, its appearance is a sure forerunner
of ptyalism, and presents itself twelve or fifteen
hours before the individual is sensible of a * sore
mouth.”” An interesting and highly practical
guestion then arises out of this fact: Is it ne-
cessary to continue the use of mercury to the
same amount when this line shows itself, as be-
fore its appearance ; or, in other words, is actual
ptyalism necessary to satisfy the practitioner
that the system isunder the influence of this the-
rapeutical agent? I believe that it is not ne-
cessary, and that, when the white line ap 3
the power of the remedy has already produced
its influence over the inflammation, for the
cure of which it was exbhibited, so that the
patient may be keg:; in a state of gentle mer-
curial erethism, without suffering from the too
often frightful forms of ptyalism which the re-
peated doses of mercury produce. A case of
acute endo and exo carditis lately occurred in
which the constant use of calomel with blue pill
during fifteen days failed to_produce ptyalism,
yet the white line above described was very
marked after the first two days of the adminis-
tration of the mercury: the Iad gradually pro-
%ressed towards a shattered convalescence.

here was an attrition, exo-cardial sound, and a

(a) Lectures on Dental Physiology and Surgery:
delivered at the Middlesex Hospﬁg.l School. By'
John Tomes, Esq., Surgeon-Dentist to the Hos-
pital.—* Medical Gazette,” p. 671, 1847.

d er!lldo-gahrjd;i:llh mnrm&re tf.hronghont the first
ortnight o 688 ; ormer disappeared;
but the latter never left the ventricular sound ats
the expiration of six weeks from his attack,

colour is preserved. |’
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ACADEMY OF SCIENCES.
Meetings of Dec. 13 and 20; M. BRoNGNIART in
the Chair.

CrrorororM.— Professor Roux stated that he
had now employed this anwmsthetic agent in
several instances, and that it produced loss of
consciousness more rapidly, but for a shorter
time, than ether: has preferred M. Charridre’s
apparatus to any other. Professor Velpeau was
o s trat cpiion: he beered e e,
sibility to be more e in tion of
chlorofarm, than ngz-o:tfxer: the handkerchief
was the best inhaler. M. Gruby said that
arterial blood was not changed in colour by
chloroform, whereas it grew dark by etheriza-
tiop: and also that animals who died after
inhalation of chloroform could still serve as nu-
triment—an advantage not presented by the flesh
of those killed by ether.

INPLUENCE oF THE SPINAL NERVES ON THB
CoxrracTioNs oF THE HEART, — In a former
paper, M, Magendie showed the intimate con-
necﬁot}:ll;etweon _senntions Ofthm f“u-ort.s. whethe;
agreeable or painful, an e frequency an

of the ventricular contractions of the
heart. The object of his present communication
was to ascertain the relative degree of influence
exercised upon the heart by the motor and sen-
sitive nerves. He conclu from numerous
experiments, that under the influence of the
same stimulus, the cardiac contractions were
more powerful when the sensitive nerves were
irritated, and that the definitive abolition of sen-
sibility, in these nerves, also destroyed the re-
action of the heart.

ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. -

Mecting of Dec. 32; M. Broix in the Chair.
ELecrioN or OrrioB-BRARERS, — M. Royer

Collard was elected president, and Professor

Velpeau vice-president, for the ensuing year.
StaTinTics oF PrreNANoOY, BY D=. DEviL-

viers.—This gentleman concludes, from his re-

searches, that oonceg:ion takes place as fre-
quenet‘l’zaa short time before, as in the days which

imm tely follow, menstruation ; that the foetus

varies considerably in weight at the same period

of utero-gestation ; and that labour is more ge-
nerally premature than delayed. According to

Dr. Devilliers, the differences observed in the

duration of pregnancy depend upon the more

rapid development of the uterus or of the ovum :
thus labour is prematurely occasioned when the
ovum has attained its ﬁxﬂ size before the womb
has acquired its entire development, or, recipro-
ga.lly, whfen ;.lhe ulteru:d ht;: arrivedhat its L]:l;‘r)per

egree of physiologi ypertrophy. ur,
on the con e , will be retar edywhen the

ovum, although well formed, is contained in a

womb not sufficiently irritable to expel it, or

when one or the other, . ¢., fetus and womb,
have experienced any delay in their develop-
ment.

ON THE NATURE AND TREATMENT OF ASIATIC
CHOLERA., BY PROF. GIACOMINI, OF PADUA.
One of the greatest errors of modern patholo-

gists (says Professor Giacomini) is to admit that

a disease may exist without its essential and pa-

thognomonic symptom. This error has arisen

from some symptoms being improperly consi-
dered as essential. Thus in cholera all those oc-
currences which sometimes fail, particularly
when cases terminate fatally without their pre-
sence, should be set aside, and not looked upon
as essential to the disease. Vomiting and
diu::lwa must, the;efore. b:l eotrl::idered le: se-
con symptoms, for not o eir violence is
not inr{amony with the aever!ty of the cases,
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but they do not last throughout the illness, and
gre completely absent in ‘what is called cho-
lera, otie of the most fatal forms of the epidemic.
Amongst the essential and primary symptoms of
the disorder we must number, in the first place,
the heat, anxiety, and oppression experienced in
the precordial region ; the slowness of respira-
tion and involuntary sighing ; the -nccessivfe tlhr;
ce o

larity, depression, and pearan
m; g:a ge!:len!sense of cold ; the

ial or
total stgpresswn‘ of urine; the dea e pale-
iess ; the subsequent blue colour of on
the body ; the swelling of superficial veins ; the

instantaneous emaciation of the entire body ; and
finally, the asphyxia. These symptoms all tend
to show the origin of the disease to reside in the
sangnineous vascular system. They indicate in
a manifest manner (?) a violent and universal
acute phlebitis. By this name Professor Giaco-
mini indicates a disorder originating in the
ganglionic nerves distributed in the venous pa-
rieties, and propagated to the vascular wnfh
The tissue of these ganglionic nerves does not
admit of our usual means of investigation, and
their izritation is betrayed merely by an altera-
tion of the fuiictions of the Eam to which they
gre distributed, and to which they communicate
their impressions, in heslth or in disease.
Now, the first effect of inflammation onr the
venous system is to cause venous diastole to be-
come more powerful, more lasting, and even

permanent. is simple morbid change explains
all the symptoms of cholera; by the dﬂn::tgon of

the veins a vacuum is immedhtel& formed, in
consequence of which fat and the other fluid and
semi-fluid substances contained in the cellular
tissue are rapidly absorbed ; hence the tgvesem:e
of oleaginous matter in the blood, and the rapid
logs of siz¢ and of flesh. In proportion as the
difatation of the veins tends to me more
permanent, their dis mt into the right
tavities of the heart es more difficult ;
this causes the excessive oppression, sighs, and
abortive efforts of respiration. The left ventricle
and arteries receiving less blood, the pulse
dually sinks ; the surface of the body grows colder
and fglaler; the kidneys have no more materials
for their secretion; asphyxia is imminent, and
the veins in the meanwhile remaining dilated, the
colour of the skin every instant becomes darker
from the arrest of the blood. )

. The important and special anatomical altera-
tions consist, therefore, not in the app ce of
the intestines, but in the viscid ang oleaginous
condition of the blood, and in the dilatation of
the veins, which clearly indicates their hyper-
sthenic condition.

Starting from this ingenious but, to say the
least, singular theory of asiatic cholera, the pro-
fessor naturally reprobates the use of stimulants
at any period ; but, on the cont , recommends
ice internally, the cold bath, and afterwards ve-
nesection, e reason assigned by the professor
to his preference for this medication is, that the
fanction of absorption being almost entirely sus-
pended in the gastric cavity, the introduction of
medicines into the stomach merely encumbers
the abdominal viscera without advantage; after
the cold bath, from which Professor Giacomini
asgerts having derived the greatest benefit, has

ermitted phlebotom{. mustard poultices and

listers should be appli

skin; not with a view of producing revulsion
(which Professor Giacomini calls a chimera),
but to give power to the absorbents ; the blisters,
therefore, should only be subfacients, and should
not produce vesication.

D. M‘CagTRY, D.M.P,

Di1agNosis or TR Causs qF PARAPLEGIA.—
Professar Cruveilhier asserts that paraplegia de-
pending upon campression of the spinal chord
can readily be distiiguished from that caused by
organic alteration of that nervous centre; when
the spinal chord is merely compressed, neither
motion nor sensation is abolished in the lower
extremities, but the influence of volition upon
the movements of those limbs is entirely
abolished. In organic lesigns of the chord, sen-

. | tity of black vomit. Now, in all th

ed to various parts of the

sation or motion, or both, are more or less con-
siderably diminished in the extremities,

A Curious Feature of Yellow Fever.—Dr. Kelly,
of Mobile, mentions that in what are termeti
the walking cases, the disease proceeds so in-
sidiously that the first indication of damger,
sometimes, of the attack is the appearance of the
black vomit, An instance of this kind aj
in New Orleans. A Frenchman complained of
being unwell. He consulted & medical gentle-
man, to whose residence, about a mile t
from his own, he walked ddy. On the
fourth day of the attack, Dr. Kelly saw him, and
the first thing that met his view was the black
vomit. Coma and death soon followed. A man
went to the house of a medical titioner, and
saidthathisﬁ'iendlhadpmnaﬁchim to con-
sult a physician, although he himself believed
there was no occasion for it; whilst conversing
he asked for a basin, and threw up a large quan-
ese cases
the disease proceeds through its several s
but the symptoms are of a less open and decided
character. It is supposed by some that the
attack takes place, or that the disesse is deve-
loped, at the moment when its characteristio
henomena become fully manifest. In the
uzzerat fever, descril by Gibson, of the
Bombay medical department, although the de-
bilitg‘ and extreme prostration occurred rapidly,
the di , nevertheless, is stated to have passed
through its regular course.

Cretinism.—Dr. Buckminster Brown, who has
recently visited the Hospital for the Cure and
Education of the Cretins, on the Aben s
canton of Berne, Switzerland, says that creti-
nism is undoubtedly one of the numerous forms
in which scrofula manifests itself. It occurs in
that variety of tem t which has been
denominated the bilious ortorpid ; in children
of dark complexion, short neck, head large,
dilated pupils, who have tumid abdomen, and
uegenenlfyofa lax and spongy fibre. Some
of the external signs of scrofulous diathesis may

dicate the sanguine or irritable temperament,

and in him the rav. of this disease are much
less apparent. The head is well sloped, or, in-
stead of being too large, with a disproportioned

protuberance of the occiput, it is too small, and
gives the idea of compression ; and the features
are well formed. Such are some of the chief
distinctions. There is also a difference in the
moral qualities. The idiot is often peevish and
malicious, constantly doing injury to his com-
panions, without provocation, striking, pinching,
pulling their hair. In this respect the true
cretin 18 totally different. They may have oc-
casional bursts of when provoked, but in
general they are kind and amiable in their dis-
position, affectionate, and easily won to place
confidence in those whom they are well
treated, and ‘will fondle about them like a dog
receiving the caresses of his master. Cretinism
is often found in close companionship with
goitte in Switzerland ; and it is also often com-

ined with paralysis. In the efforts to accom-
plish a cure it is found absolutely necessary for
the patient to have an entire change of scene and
air. In the neﬁgm there must be gymnastic

exercises, by w] the frame is invigorated and
the lethargic energies roused. To these are
added the other hygienic auxiliaries, whole-

some food, frequent bathing, the douche, friction,
and electro-magnetism, one case in the
hospital the nervous system was so enfeebled,
that for six months the patient was insensible to
the powerful action of this latter agent, After
that time he to feel it severe—soon
8 tible to the slightest touch. Moral means
are of vast importance, such as gentleness, kind-
ness, and affection. After mmg 10‘1:3 and weary
trials, unexpectedly, the chil ill find his
speech ; at another leap some simple idea will
make entrance, and, the task thus far accom-
ished, the foundation is laid upon which is
uilt the whole after structure,

) Delirium Tremens and Dolirium Ebrigsorum,—

be found upon the idiot, and they are such as in-.

It is impoesible, Mr. Solly observes, to givein
mmw these two diseases ;
they must be seen frequently to be appreciated.
But the following will assist in their dn‘fno‘il B
The head and skin generally is cool and moist in
delirium tremens ; . and hot .in deliriam
ebriosorum. The pupil varies in both sccording
to the stage; in the early stage of both-it:is

erally contracted, in the latter dilated.

e conjunctiva injected and red. in delirium
ebriosorum ; the reverse in delirium tremens.
The mental t in the former is more
nnt;% ﬁm ienlml, excited ltlt:n:l)f intellect 3
in tter it approaches fatuity and depression.
The tongue is generally pale and furred in de-
lirium tremens, sometimes unnaturally clean and
red ; in delirium ebriosorum itis y dry, and
sometimes brown ; but this is no certain guide.
The pulse is most uncertain, for, as all inflamma-
tory affections of the brain are ing in their
effects on the heart’s action, so do we that
the pulse is not hard and wiry in the hyperemic
affectipn, which, however, never amounts to one
acutely inflammatory. Still, on the whole, there
is less power in the of the artery, and that
more varied in delirium tremens thanin delirium

ebriosorum.

On Ezamination of the Ear.—There are twe
methods, says Mr. Wilde, of Dublin, ef exa-
mining the ear, which, from their frequency in
;?;i’ connt';yﬁnare not o:llly u;e}h:a but highly in-

ous—s an indiscriminately
without w of the parts. The
formeris of daily occurrence. A patient.labouring
under deafness, or violent pain of the ear, is exa~
mined either with the unassisted eye, or by means
of some of the old divaricating speculs, most
probably in a badly lighted apartment-—at all
events, without the membrana pani_being
brought into view, a dark cavity -all that
the explorer is able to perceive; it is deemed ad~
visable to try what might come out by squirting
hot water into this dark passage for eeu\#'
quarter of an hour; but, nothing satisfactory fol-
lowing this operation, the diagnosis that there is
no wax in the eax is accordingly made. Now,
there may be a collection of verumen, which mey
not be got rid of by this operation; while, if the
cause of the pain or deafness is owing to an ‘in-
flammatory condition of the auditory canal and
its membranous extremity, a decided increase of
the symptoms is produoed by this
and cruel proceeding. Inflammation is frequently
produced by unnecessarily syringing ear
when no wax was present. e practice of ex-
ploring the ear by means of & probe cannot be
too strongly condemned, and yet that it is fre-
quently resorted to surgeons are well aware. To
introduce a probe down to the membrana tym-
pani, without having that membrane er'l:\l
view, and without a :Eecn.lum being passed dow
to it, but merely for the purpoee of satisfying the
examiner as to whether the membrane is per-
forate or not, is a most unjustifiable proceeding.

Chronic Arthritis Troated by Nitrate of Silver
Ointment.—At the Hotel Dieu and La Charité
Hoc?itals, in Paris, MM, Guerard and Briquet
employ, in chronic arthitis following acute rheu-
matism or any other cause, an ointment con-
taining nitrate of silver, At the Hotel Dieu,
five parts of the nitrate are rubbed down with
thirty-two of lard. Thearticulation is well
rubbed with it once a day, and a poultice is then
applied over it, to favour ahwﬁon. This
treatment '.li‘:: continued until the ppeuu;::i.e
of pain. e epidermis becomes shining,
lov&h, or almost bronzed, and sometimes
blackened for some days. At La Charité the
ointment is not so strong, and is composed
only one of the salt to thirty-two of lard;
the results, however, are not so
marked. A similar treatment is at fol
lowed by M. Jobert, at 8t. Louis, in
white swelling.

Scabies Treated by Olive Oil.—The method con-

-

&%

sists in covering the affocted with oil,
slightly heated to favour its tion, three
times a day. The itching completely subsides-in

three days; tho eruption dries up and desqua-
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tes, the redness and swelling disappear, and
ient is cured in twelve

i :hmycontinued a few
ensure success. The i nut, and

almond,
other oils, and even simple lard, will produce the

id Secretion of Milk.—After the extirpa-
a carcinoma of the breast, Chmm
in the diseased mass a dinﬁncﬂy%‘ nt
milky fluid, which he considered to be milk,
also. examined the carcinomatous breast of
snother woman, and found milk, which, as a
bluish fluid, dribbled constantly over the cut
surface ; it was present in all the yet health:

ﬁnﬂu of the gland, and could be squ

the nipple. Milk globules and colostrum
oorpuscles, exactly as normal milk, were
found in this fluid, Hence it would appear that
milk may be secreted as a consequence of tur-

i

5!
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naturally, an uence ultimatel;
with the feet or © extremity first, the labour

seemed frequently both easier and safer to the
mother and infant than when, in other laboursin
the same patients, the head of the feetus happened
to form the presenting part. In this way mothers
who had always suffered under very severe and
instrumental labours when their children pre-
sented by the head, were, not uently, for-
tanate enough to escape far more easily when, at
other times, the infant chanced either mt
originally with the feet, or had the feet ially
brought down during the labour in consequence
of the infant lying transversely, with the arm or
shoulder constituting the presenting part. The
history of some few cases evidently showed that,
when the distortion and obstruction in the ma-
ternal passages were 80 t as to have inva-
riably necessitated in all the previous labours the
lllul{ofthn infent by craniotomy, a living child
‘was oocasionally at last born, when it hap-
pened s wtobglgmughtth!pwht?em

tractod pelvis as ay origingl or oqeli
ntation, In such instances the presentation
d or ' foat, when first discoverpd at the
! ncement of labour, has been regarded ag
aa undoubted source of incpeased danger and
difficulty, but it has at last more frequently
s source of inareased safety to the mo-
and the indirect means of

t."

Treatment of Gangrenous Syphilitic Sores.—Dr.
Oke says, in a “On the Opinions and
ioe of the Mr. Pearson on Syphilitic
Diseass,” “ When extensive gangrene has taken

place, it is not at all timummdnddowha-
ey mezousy Q‘wh"a.‘:'sim ly ornot. If

WOYET,

g'qf‘ tcoury, it should be immediately discon-
wed, and ;ie use of tonics, with a generous
diet, substituted. If, previously to infection,
there existed a delicate, weak, or cachegtic com-
dition of the conatitution, eyenif nq mercury had
bosn used, tha cage should be treated with tonics,
ially the iodide of jum, opium, snd a
us diet. But if the primary sore qm.ekli

allowed exposure, spread rapidly, with pain an
inflammation, and became gangrenaus, and
if the general health had been prewiously un.
ired, then the destzuction of the parts may
faisly refesred to the intensity of the virus,
sud ths free use of meroury at once employed.

‘When there is a sloughing sore, with ph:

snd hemorr takes if the ce can-
not be re it must be divided, although in
sach a state of the such a step is most un-
If the be not considerable,

ﬁ 4 y
'ﬁomﬂn' ilcnlpenu, and, although its
ture even in a healthy state is scarcely fit for
the needle, and of course is much less so in &
ht, if

1
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place under the | branes,

to stop it by such means, taking care to includea
on of the surrounding parts in the ligature.
this method should not succeed, the bleeding
vessel mylbe com b:)y the hand Ofthm as-
sistant, as as it ma neoessary, with a bit
of sponge, :rngufvbdl, c{r a little bag, containi
some powdered sulphate of ; and, &
these means fail, turpentine, boiled over a candle
in a spoon, may be poured upon the part from
which the blood issues; or, the actual cautery,
all other remedies proving of no avail, may be
applied. In using the severe me the pre-
f::edim‘u?t b;dim!edie f.t ﬂut:é:n‘:l best to make
vision by a single longi incision, in
order to liberate the , and to finish the
nﬁonaftgretfohenl(l’oug ing shall &a:: oo:ud. It
merc und to aggravate ocal disease,
itmu:?be diloontinu:s. for it is better that the
x:um should continue under the influence of
syphilitic poison than that the organs of ge-
neration should be destroyed, and the general
impaired by means of m .

Treatment of Primary ilitio Sores in Wo-
men.—When chancres are acoompanied by much
pain and inflammation, they may be washed with
a lotion of calomel and lime-water, or the yellow
wash. By these means they will be found ge-
nerally to heal rapidly; but, if the sores be very
large, they must be dressed with mercurial
cerate. the inflammation and tumefac-
tion of the labia nymphw are so great as to
conflne the ‘gﬁent to her bed, poultices, as
well as the above-mentioned dressings, must be
applied ; and, if gangrene has taken place, the
stale-beer poultice may be used, ther with
the internal use of bark, mi acids, &c.
‘When there is enlargement and induration of
the nymphs, which have not been beneficially
affected { the use of mercury, poultices, the
vapour of hot vme%:: and water or spirit of wine,
nymphotomy may be performed.

Induction of Premature Laboup,~~Mr, Turton
read a paper to the Sheffield Medical 8ocietyon the
mduction of prematuve labaur, in which he stated
that the induction of premature labour might be
mdaﬁujnghﬁ.q e in two classes of cases,
First, where delivery has beep vepeatedly effected
by the use of the !awcwfomep.the children
being still-hopn ; ar, secondly, where the per-
faratay become from some insur-
mauntable cbatacle to the delivery of the child,
especially from that deformity of the pelvis which

to actual distortion. Different plans

the R:nbeenpropooed: for instance, the rupsure of

the membranes, or the separation of a portion of
:‘l:e ‘;:fgmbnnes from, the mth:m.
e deformity ia pot Yery great, thi

eidw},qd“;y ; but where the distortion is
extrpme, it will not at all times be possible, In
the first case a blunt instrument, as a wetallic
bougie, may be used, either to rupture the mem-
or to separate. It is pot essential to have
an immediate di of the liquor amnii,
neither is it to be positively considered that
rupture has not been effected because the dis.
oharge o(}ou not immediatel emx. It is &
matter of some importance to © patient at
rest until there are mdlmtwu:ggf uterine eon-
traction, in order that the may be prepared
for the prooesa ef parturition. It is always best
to allow the process of uterine contraction to
commence leisurely, without resorting to the
secale, whiah, an expulsory power,
and not o dilating one, should only be used as a
powerful auxiliary when the cervix uteri is de-
veloped. The first case was one in which pre-
mature labour was induced in ordey to save the
life of the child. The patient had been delivered
two years before with great difficulty and
hazard, so z;moiltl :oimﬂnt t was recommended
maat airongl again ant,
to produce pyremmrolabour at or about the
seventh month. At that period the cervix and
os uteri were dilated, and with a blunt instrument
the membranes punctured ; when some d of
expulsory effort waa eatablished, tho secale was

i (l‘::‘-«“e the ﬁn:dmoe, -
Qpeasing a8 80 as
ultimately %o produce sufficient expulsary effort,
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This was accomplished at the end of a week, In
& second case labour had been very difficult and
:;d:;m, f?t': thcl existence of d:::ﬁm“y' The
ure of the pelvis was very s on the left
side, rather larger on the right, but by no means
space for the exit of a child, even at the

soventh month, Thete was also great spinal de-
formity. In the fifth month o prognmg an
attempt was made to reach the os uteri with the
fore finger of the right hand, supposing, from the
pendulous abdomen, that it would be found to-
wards the promontory of the sacrum; this was
not the case, and by using the left finger it was
found over the symphisis pubis, The membranes

ope- | could not be separated from the cervix, as the

arch of the pubis was too much contracted to
allow of the introduction into the vagina of any
part of the hand. A metallic sound was then in-
troduced, in order to rupture the membranes, as
far as he could ventureto do. No water escaped ;
it did so in the former case. She passed a good
night; a dose of castor oil had evacuated the
bowels ; micturition free ; no pain in the uterus,
but some in the back ; in good spirits. She went
on this way for three days, when she complained
of pain in the back and loins, as if uterine con-
traction were commencing, and there was a slight
watery di . _In order to aid this effort, the
ergot was ordered to be taken thrice a day.
Three days afterwards, uterine efforts well
marked ; di ge much more abundant, and
rather fetid. To continue the ergot every six
hours. The pain and expulsive efforts gradually
increased, and on the eighth day after the first
attempt to induce labour, the fwtus, enve-
loped in the membranes not fully ruptured, was
expelled. The placenta soon followed. No he-
morrhage, neither after-pain of any moment.
The uterus readily contracted. The feetus was a
healthy, well-formed one, about the fifth month.
From these cases the following facts are de-
duced :—1. The safety and value of the induction
of premature labour. 2. That the means used
are both safe and, in general, easy. 3. That
the ergot is a valuable uuxilhq. and that the
best time for its administration is when we are
satisfled that utero-gestation is arrested, as in-
dicated by the pains and the muco-sanguineous

discharge. .
W of in Removing Impacted Feaces.
—Dr, Bdward Vanderpool, of New York, relates
in “The New York Journal of Medicine,” the
case of a man, forty years of age, of full habit,
whom he attended, who was suffering from pain
and t distrees in the right iliac region, pre-
venting rest and sleep, and causing constant
moaning. He had been confined to a fort-
night with these symptoms, during which time
he had been treated mﬁbloiisﬁcally for peri-
toneal illlnlllutl;mtion; t:ci‘lle , cathartics, and
castor oil had been repea given, producing
only a slight fecal evacuatizn every day; calo-
mel and ipecacuanha, and calomel with Dover's
powder, had been continued in small doses ; his
mouth had been touched for more than a week ;
leeches had been repeatedly applied, and at last
a blister. The right iliac region appeared pre-
ternaturally full ; a hardness was here discover-
able, as of a tumour lying deep in the abdomen,
occupying the seat of the ccecum and ascending
colon, which was very painful on pressure. For
two years he had been subject to colicky pains,
for which he would every week or two take a
cathartic dose of calomel at night, and follow it
with salts in the morning. A small motion
would be the only result, with the invariable
feeling of not heing relieved. The inspissated
[ was presoribed, in doses of %iﬁht ins,
three times  day, and enemata of diluted gall,
to the amount of two quarts, night and morning 3
brath and farinaceous drinks. The first enema
extended to the part affected, and produced a
quant’'ty of scybalous fecal matter, with some
mucus, Some alleviation followed this evacua~
tion. The enema was ted next mornin,
and evening, with the effect of an inereas
quantity of old feecal matter, and less pain after-
wards the iliac region.. \Considerable ex-

| Meustion following 'the morning ‘enema; it was
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thought better to omit it in future, and give
eight grains of the gall four times a day, and use
the injection at bedtime., This course was pur-
sued for ten or twelve days, resulting with a
voluntary fecal evacuation in the morning, which
had the appearance of long impaction, and a
&wmﬁty of the same in the evening, believed by
e patient to have been by him two years. The
abdominal distress abated as this old feecal mat-
ter passed off, and the mucus daily lessened in
quantity. He convalesced steadily without any
other medicine, and was soon discharged cured.
Constitutional Syphilis of Infants. — MM,
Trousseau and Laseque consider that syphilis
may be transmitted, either in its primary or
secondary form, directly from the mother
to the infant; but say there is no proof
of the transmission of tertiary lesions except
as a consequence of the primary or se-
eondmorms. The appearance of :{philis in
the infant takes place not before the second
week after birth. One of the earliest and most
characteristic signs is a coryza, which begins
with mucous secretion, followed by serous and
purulent discharges, and by hemorrhage of
greater or less frequency, and terminating in
caries and deformities of the nasal bones.
is considered to be an affection peculiar to syphi-
litic infants. There is also a particular disco-
loration of the skin, which becomes tarnished
and loses its transparency, without any preter-
natural turgescence or shrinking. The colour is
equally diffused on the neck and trunk; the
ater its diffusion, the less, generally speaking,
18 its intensity. The tarnished hue of the skin
generally lasts more than a week. The occur-
rence of an eruption, with other valuable signs,
is sufficient to place the conclusion on a firm
basis; the colour, however, cannot always be
relied on as a means of diagnosis, In the sub-
sequent progress of the disease the infant be-
comes cachectic; accidental wounds assume an
unhealthy aspect, and heal with difficulty; the
umbilical cicatrix is apt to remain open, and to
fungate. Sometimes, though by no means con-
stantly, there is gradual emaciation; the vio-
lence of the internal disorder bearing no pro}ﬁ-
tion to the intensity of the external signs. e
infant does not take the breast regnla.rly; sleep
is short and interrupted ; it cries frequently and
without appreciable motive ; and, concurrentl:
with these symptoms, diarrheea is established,
which it is exceedingly difficult to subdue. The
mouth and anus, when the mucous membgane
joins the skin, are cracked and fissured, and the
discharges by stool are often bloody. Under
these circumstances the infant, impoverished and
weakened, falls a victim, either to the chronic
disorder, to the reigninﬁpidemic. or some acci-
dental acute disease. e fatal sinking is, in
general, extremely ncﬂg, and not preceded by
the usual warning umstances ; and the in-
tion of the body Goes not explain the ra-
pidity of the fatal termination. The most con-
stant lesion is serous effusion into all the cavities,
Chorea Tvreated by Large Doses of Tarirate of
Antimony.—M. Salques, of Dijon, had recourse
to tartar emetic, in a case of chorea of five years
and a half’s standing, and which had resisted
valerian, oxide of zinc, purgatives, cold baths,
and narcotic frictions of the spine. For a week
thirty centigrammes were given daily, in a drink.
The first dose produced strong vomiting, and an
abundant diarrhcea ; the others caused no ap-
parent effect, with the exception of an anorexia,
and the cessation of the chorea. The fourth
day, ten leeches were applied to the neck to di-
minish a slight cerebral congestion. A permanent
cure followed.

ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL
SOCIETY

(3. M. Aznorr, Esq., F.R.S., President.)
CASE OP LARYNGITIS, ACOOMPANIED BY THR FOR-
MATION OF FALSE MEMBRANE IN THE TRACHEA
AND BRONCEI1, IN WHICH TRACHEOTOMY WAS
SUCCESSFULLY PERFORMED.
By T. A. Barker, M.D., Physician to, and Lec-

turer on the Practice of Medicine at, St.
Thomas’s Hospital.
A woman, aged twenty-two, four months preg-
nant, after delicatc health, and symptoms of
commencing phthisis for nine months, and pain
on deglutition for three months, was admitted
into St. Thomas's Hospital with chronic laryn-
gitis, and signs of tubercles, in an an early stage,
at the commencement of January, 1847. In a
few days the symptoms became urgent, indi-
cating the necessity of immediately opening the
trachea. The operation was performed by Mr.
B. Travers, junior, and the woman was nearly
asphyxiated before it was completed, in con-
sequence of a false membrane formed in the
trachea, where the opening was made, blocking
up the tube below the opening, having frobably
been forced downwards by the scalpel. Five days
after the operation there was cxtensive hemor-
rhage from the wound, and, together with the
blood, a large quantity of fibrinous matter, evi-
dently casts of bronchial tubes, was expectorated.
The wound gradually closed, and there was no
return of dyspnaea; but, as the tubercular dis-
ease in the lung advanced, there was incessant
cough, and the stomach became very irritable.
Six weeks after the operation the patient died
exhausted. The mucous membrane of the larynx
and upper part of the trachea was completely
destroyed, and both lungs, especially the right,
ckly studded with tubercles in an early
stage. As life was prolonged for six weeks, and
death was not ultimately caused by obstruction
in the larynx, the author considered this a suc-
cessful operation, though gle]l;formed under un-
favourable circumstances, ere was ulceration
of the trachea at the port where the opening was
made, which prevented the use of a trachea tube,
on account of the irritation it excited; there was
false membrane both in the trachea and bronchi ;
there were tubereles in the lungs ; the patient
was exhausted by copious hemorrhage on two
occasions, and was much depressed in mind,
nevertheless she survived for six weeks.
NOTES OF A CASE OF MALFORMATION OF THE HEART.
By Dr. T. B. Peacock.

In this case, which was alluded to at the close
of Dr. Peacock’s paper in the last volume of the
Society’s ‘¢ Transactions,”” there existed a septum
dividing the sinus from the infundibular portion
of the right ventricle, and allowing of communi-
cation between the two cavities only by an
aperture of sufficient size to ddmit the point of
the forefinger. The case was particularly in-
teresting, from permanent and marked cyanosis
having been present during life, though there
existed no other imperfection in the heart, and
consequently no intermission of the venous and
arterial currents of blood. - The subject of the
affection was a female child, five years of age.

ETHNOLOGICAL SOCIETY.
Vice-Admiral Sir Cmaxies Marcorm, Vice-
President, in the chair.

Rev. Tullie Cornthwaite, M.A., Professor W.
E. Buckley, Rev. W. Norman, M.A., George
Wythe Daniel, M.D., and Messrs. N. 8. D.
Harris and Philip Francis Dart, were elected
fel'llt‘);:s.

8] for the evening were—1, * R?ott
of the imlogieal Sub-segtion of the British
Association at Oxford, lg Dr. King, Hon. Sec.
2. ¢ On the Natives of the three Kingdoms of
Ambriz, Ambrizette, and Musula, S8outhward of
%:;' Congo,” by W. F. Daniell, Esq., read by Dr.

8

The maritime territory to which Mr. Dauiell
directed the attention of the society embraces a
tract of coast, above 130 miles in length, ex-
tending from Cape Padron, the south-western

int of the river Congo, as far as the Rio

andé. The natives of Ambrizette are much
inferior to the tribes to the southward, and have
not attained that degree of civilization, Ambrix
originally constituted a. fifth of the opulent
principality of Bamba, under thetitle of Quitungo.
According to oral tradition, after the dismem-

berment and final dissolution of the seven prine
cipalities which comprised the supreme mo-
narchy of the Congo, their country was In
by a Portuguese army, who erected a aumber of
fortresses on eligizgs sites. The tt:grmmy _and:’:
actions of the invaders gave rise to a guerl
tem of warfare by the natives, which ultimately
led to the extermimation of the Portuguese. X1
this period they enjoyed full liberty under kings
selected from the higher class of chiefs. The
inhabitants of both Ambriz and Musauls, though
closely allied in physical formation, language,
and other national peculiarities to the tribes
resident on the banEAo(‘ the Congo, yet offer
some distinctive features that apparently ins
cline to establish their connection with other
races whose exterior attributes are not altogethes
in conformity with those derived from a more
imitive source. There can, however, be no
g?ﬁiculty in assigning the primary ong.n of the
various tribes that occupy the lowland regions
placed in the neighbourhood of some great xiver,
such as the Congo, astream whigh, penetrating

an immense distance inland, may be d te
furnish the ordinary means by which tidal
efiux of population had gradually spproaghed

the seaconst. There are other causes alses
thus, the assimilation of one black race with
another may be imperceptibly effected either by
subjugation and consequent colonization, by the
liberation and adoption of slaves of_forelg exe
traction, and by intermarriages wgth _distant
nomadic tribes. ~ An analytic investigation inte
the structural outlines of the of Ambris
will point out unequivocal proofs of a dissimi~
lurity from those tribes which have conjointly
descended with them from onc common parent-
age. This is well exemplified by a-comparison
with that uniformity of organization which yet
prevails among the Aabitans of certain districts.
on the banks of the Lower Conga, who, in conse-
quence of endemic influences und a leas intex-
mixture with other tribes, may be taken ss the
true typieal eonformation of black races.im.
this portion of Western Africa,

STATISTICAL SOCIETY.
Lieut.-Colonel W. H. Syxus, Vice-President, in.
the chair.

Thlzleven ger;ﬂeg:n were proposed as fellows.
subjects for the evening were—

1, « rt of the Statistical Section of the,
Oxford Meeting of the British Association,” by
Joseph Fletcher, Esq., Hon. Sec.; abstracts of the
paper upon which Mr. Fletcher founded his ve~
port have aiready appeared. . L

2. “ An Analyais of the Returns to th¢ Stamp-
office of the Szueholdeu in the Joint-atock
Banks,” by G. W. Gilbart, Esq. Returns have
been made according to the act, passed in the
year 1844, for renewing the charter of the Bank
of England for the years 1845-6-7, but Mr,
Gilbart confined himself to those of the joint~
stock banks in Landon for 1847. -

It ap; that above one-third of the shares
holdexs have taken sharcs solely with a view o
obtaining profitable employment for their
They probably prefer public companies to the
public funds, because of the higher dividends
they are likely to obtain. During the last wer
the surplus savings of individuals were lent

the Government. This capital, whether seanf
abroad as eubsidies orexpen(&dinunmuniﬁan at
heme, was annihi and the interest becanpe @

burden om the nation. Now, in times of peacé,
the surplus savings are invested in insurauce,
banking, railway, and othexr public companies.
Here the capital is not annihilated, and its em..
‘Hmmt yields au annual profit which tends
still further to enrich the nation. DBy means of
co! ies the comparatively small savings of in~
g;;‘v' muf‘ih are \;rlitled into onor;lum more

table employment., ‘Thus almost every
pegon in the nation mi,”by the purchage. af
shares in iop to (his_ability, place> hin
surplus savings, however small, in & state of pre~
ductive employment.



——— e

THE MEDICAL TIMES.

217

3. “Mortality among Blind Children,” by Thos,
Widlesworth, Esq. The object the author had
in view was to ascertain if the loss of sight
aﬁ'ecfr'rd the durdtion of the lives of children,
and, if so, to what extent. He accordingly in-
spected the register of the Blind Asylum, St.

eorge’s-fields, which has becn established
fifty years. From these data he found that the
numbeér out of which one child would die in a

year will be as follows :—
Age 14 one in 324  Age 18 one in 57
15 - ;, 248 . 19 , 40
16 4, -89 20 70

17, 65

Prom data supplied by the Liverpool Insti-
tution for the Blind, Mr. Wiglesworth was
endbled to form the following table of the causes

of blindness: —
'Ctruses of Blindness, Totally. Partially.
! Per cent. Per cent.

Blind from theirbirth .. 83 83
M consequence of—
! "Smallpox 25-8 96
-, Inflammation 324 387
?"gtt:'nw:i .. . 61 19°6
' Pxternal mjnry .. 107 80
" Defett in opicnerve 1. 93 126
\, Xmaurosis .. . 5 7
- Tmperfect organization . . 4 2:2
", Lost their sight at sea .. 111 2
"By gradual deeay 7 -2
7 After fever .. 14 4
* Measles o .. 8 Il
‘ Convilsions .o .. 3 7
“-'From causes not men-
tioned, or imperfectly
%" " described ., . 2-2 2:9
;" . 100~0 1000

REVIEWS.

Efemmiénits of General and Pathological Anatomy,
&c. By Davip Craréir, M.D, Bdinbu:gz :
Adam and Charles Black. London : Longman
and Co. )

This very useful volume scarcely admits of cri-
ticism in the usual meaning of the word. It
céhrains few novel views, and carcfully eschews
all theory, but is replete with facts and observa-
tions judiciously arranged and perspicuously
stated. A little more philosophical induction
would have made it a more interesting book to
the literury reader, and would, perhaps, have
rendcred it more lucid as a whole then we find
it to be—so much does a leading principle upon
any subject tend to method and luminous ar-
rangement ; but then it would have run the dan-
ger of losing the character, which it now de-
serves, of being a faithful record of all thet is
known and received as true upon the subjects of
which it treats,

‘The discoverer of facts comes first, in the
ofder of scientific research; then the gatherer,
who collects them from the various fields of
labour, and stores them in the written archives ;
la.stly, the discoverer of laws, who extracts the
unwilling secret from the lips of Nature, and
feveals the mysterious truth to the world. Books
#uch as these, when knowledge increases so
fapidly and is so extensively diffused, become a
neceseity in literature, as they serve to mass our
knowledge, and to hoard it for fature use. Let
all honour, then, be given to the laborious
gleaners in the fields of seience; without them
!nan{ a ripe ear would be lost, and the ascertain-
rienit of truth for a long time deferred.

- ‘The volume before us is a second and v
niteh improved edition ; and, however valuable it
mity have been esteemed when it was first sub-

Mitted to public examination, its merit is now,

% a' compendium of anatomieal and pathological

kitéwledge, greatly enhanced. Two new books

¥¥e""added to it: one on the structure and

Wothid states of the glands; the other on the

:t:e‘tm and morbid states of the lungs and

‘Without chapters on each of these subjects
the work must have remained very incomplete.
We think, however, with every disposition to
approve of such heaviand will-intended labours,
that the book is, on the latter subjects, much too
meagre to give satisfaction to the inquirer. These
chapters seem rather to havc been hurried off as
an ungrateful task for the sake of completing the
volume, than executed as azealous and truth-
loving resumption of a self-imposed duty.

One section of the chapter referring to the
morbid states of the heart 1s, however, favoured
with more space than has been allotted to others
equally or more important. It is a subject, how-
ever, in which the author scems to take especial
interest. The section is headed ‘¢ Partial Aneu-
rism, or Consecutive False- Aneurism.’”” The
author had collected and previously published
the particulars of seventeen cases of this form of
lesion, and he here recapitulates the leading facts
observed in thesc cases, and gives a summary of
the opinions entertained as to the production of
this morbid state. After fixing
quent site of this diseasc near the apex of the
left ventricle, the author inquires into the mode
in which these aneurismal pouches are formed.
He first cites M. Breschet's opinion, that this
lesion was analogous to false consecutive ancu-
rism of the arterics, and ¢aused by rupture of
the muscular tissue; he then refers to M.
Bouilland’s idea, viz., “that the false consccutive
aneurism of the heart is one of the effects or
terminations of inflammation in the muscular
substance of the heart.”” The author, however,
denies the correctness of the general :Fpli-
cation of this idea, and observes, *Not only do
instances of aneurismal cysts in the substance
of the heart take place without any indications
of previous inflammation or ulceration, but
in several of the cases, indeed the majority, the
lesion exista for a long time, without presenting
any of the symptoms of the inflammatory
or ulcerative process.”” The author then cites
the well-known case of Talma in corrobora-
tion of this assertion. ‘It must be allowed,
nevertheless,”” the author continues, *that the
inflammatory process, without proceeding to
ulceration, as ﬁouil.land requires, may have a
tendency to produce this lesion, by the change
which it effects on the tissues in which it is
seated.”” Adopting this opinion, the author
reverts to the explanation of M. Cruveilhier,
who inferred ¢ that in every instance of false
consecutive or partial aneurism of the heart, one
of two processes is in operation: one, the in-
Slammatory action, and the other the fibrous trans-
Sormation of the muscular tissue of the heart.”
To the latter eause, however, M. Cruveilhier
assigns the principal place.

This pathologist, however, distinguishes be-
tween partial aneurism and false consecutive
aneurism of the heart. * By partial aneurism
M. Cruveilhier understands,’”” says our author,
¢ dilatation of one portion of the heart into a
cyst, in consequence of fibrous transformation of
the tissue of the organs. These parts, however,
may become eroded, and hence may be lacerated ;
and while the cardiac pericardium prevents com-
plete rupture, either alone or by its having con-
tracted adhesion with the capsular pericardium,
the partial aneurism of the heart would then be
converted into false consecutive ancurism.” The
author thinks that M, Cruveilhier’s idea relative
to the fibrous transformation of the muscular
tissue of the heart derives great force ¢ from the
appearances of many examples of the lesion,¥
but that * the only question for consideration
would appear to be, whether has this fibrous
transformation taken place defore the aneurismal
dilatation or after its occurrence *’ No conclusive
answer is given to this question, but the author
sums up the evidence in the following manner :—

*“ Though it is doubtful whether abscess is the
cause of this lesion, I think various facts show
that chronic inflammation is the main predis-
posing cause of its origin. In the first place,
the disease takes place in persons rheumatic or
gouty, or who have had rheumatism ; and in
whom often the endo-cardium is or has been in-

e most fre-

flamed. In the second place, the effect of in-
flammation, it-has been shown, on the musculzv:r
tissue is to destroy its elasticity, to render it
brittle and easily lacerable, and sometimes to
soften it. If, therefore, inflammation were
attacking either the endo-cardium and :Ereadmg
to the muscular fibrcs, or were atta ing.the
latter from the first, it is easy to see that it might
cause, in an organ so liable to distention and in
action so incessant, laceration, In the third
glace, we find the lesion preceded or accompanied

y various changes in different textures of the
heart, which are generally regarded as effects of
chronic inflammation.”

We think that, notwithstanding the prudence
and the circumstantial exactitude which seems
to characterize this verdict, the author is not
altogether consistent with his own utterances in
a previous paragraph. The author, in the sen-
tence just quoted, sets out with the proposition,
from which all the rest is inferential and ex-
planatory, that ¢ yarious facts show that chronic
inflammation is the main predisposing cause of
its origin ;’’ whilst, among the argumentsadduced
to refute Bouilland’s idea, he declares * not only
do instances of ancurismal cysts in the substance
of the heart take place without any indications of
previous  inflammation or ulceration, 'but in
scveral of the cases, indeed the majority, the
lesion exists for a long time without presenting
any of the symptoms of the inflammatory or
ulcerative process,” with much moreto the same

8€e

P ow, we tell Dr. Craigie, that we are alwa
inclined to think that there is more truth in the
tefutation of an error than in the substantiation
of an opinion ; we shall, therefore, prefer using
his equivocal evidence against himself, rather
than in his service. We infinitely prefer his
facts to his assumptions. An inductive writer
should have a clear judgment and a long memory.
These qualities are essentially necessary in the
study of the science of medicine, where facts
are 89 various and multiform in their relations and
combinations, showing under different points of
view such singular and unexpected phases, that
consistency of opinion is soon lost if a writer be
unfortunately endowed with a short memory, or,
with the desire to generalize, has not arrived at
a definite guiding principle.

A decision upon this interesting subject cannot
yet be obtainet{ as the facts are not sufficiently
numerous and minute to enable us to form a con-
clusive opinion upon them. It is a subject,
however, well worthy of the careful investigation
of the pathologist. .

‘We shall now dismiss Dr. Craigie with a cordial
recommendation of his very useful wor}t, which,
generally exempt from theoretical views and
transitory hypotheses, will constitute a sound,
copious, and impartial volume of reference for
the pathological student.

THE MEDICAL TIMES.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 1, 1848.
———————

FREE HOSPITAL QUACKERY.
Since the appliances of poor Marsden’s bankrupt
concern in Gray’s-inn-lane were, in a last despe-
rate fit of compulsory hospitality, made over to
the ¢ urgently destitute’’ surgery of The Wakley
Family, many complaints have circulated to us
through the profession on the unblushing way in
which the patients and funds of that worse than
beggarly institution have ministered to the pur-
poses of a very mischievous quackery. In pity
somewhat, but in contempt more, we withheld
through months to give exponency to the uni-
versal condemnation ; but the advertising bold-
ness—out-hallooing even Holloway—has been
encouraged by our forbearance to.so dangerous a



e

218

THE MEDICAL TIMES.

magnitude—the whole charitable ** dodge,” with
all its pious adjuncts, threatens to be transmuted
8o daringly and so fast into a quack operating
establishment (a species of chirurgical adver-
tising van)—that we are reluctantly compelled at
length to unite our protest to the general in-
dignation, and to avow with a whole profession,
at once outraged and disgusted, that such a con-
» tamination of a medical charity on one side, and

of the object of medical charity (a professional
journal) on the other, must no longer be tole-
mated,

+:Quir'domplaint is not so much that the eleemo-

£ynary nuisance which Mr, or Dr. Marsden pos-
messes in Gray's-inn-lane is made, with its twenty
or thirty beds, the daily arena of empirical * chs-
rurgerics’ and fleld-day mutilations, though that is
no insignifieant offence ; nor is it that the juve-
nile “surgeons” to that * Royal” Institution
can scarcely order a poultice, without the public
finding on their breakfast-table elaborate news-
paper reports of the important circumstance;
but it is that, first, & person ing the
diploma of the College of Surgeons should, day
after day, by advertisement in every newspaper’s
quack column, call special attention to his
* operative surgery’’—and more especially to his
¢ extraordinary’’ operations .in the ‘ extra-
ordinary and interesting” cases of two very old
men (giving their ages) who, through his skill,
¢ perfectly recovered I’’(a) and it is, secondly,
that the person committing this flagrant offence
should ‘do it with the sanction, aid, and pro-
tection of a journal which, professedly opposed
to quackery, depends on * professional’ funds
for its support, sustenance, and vitality ! This
is, indeed, guite unsupportable.

It is not to be doubted that the profession’s
pain and disgust at such exfraordinary instances
of chirurgical misbehaviour are founded on the
surest grounds of virtne and public policy.
In this novel species of audacious empiricism,
there is in question much more than a breach of
etiquette or of conventional regulation. Far more.
The rule that binds a man against advertising
and “ touting” for patients is the protection of
the public, no less than of the profession, and
is essential to the well-being of both, It is the
safeguard of the . rights of learning and ex-
perience, and stands between the world and
many a calamitous doing from the temerity of
youthful ignorance, It protects us from a system
‘of huckstering competition, by which noise
would replace skill, impudence knowledge, and
our whole medical practice degenerate into &
thing of business expediency and accomplished
superficials. It keeps down the vulgar mer-
cenary propensities which would only see in a
patient a customer, in a disease a commodity, in a
deadly operation a *puff,”” and which, turning
the medical practitioner into a species of phar-
. “maééutical attorney, would make him the slayer
" fiistead of the saviour, the curse instead of the
blessing of his neighbours, In fine, it is a law
which preserves gentlemen where it finds them,
.and makes them where it gets the material:
-which secures to the sick man a skilfal adviser,
to the dying one an honoursble friend; and
_which, maintaining throughout the land, in

(a) (Advertisement.) — ** OPRRATIVE BURGERRY. — Am-
‘¢ putation at the shoulderjoint in s patisnt, aged
“ seventy-one, wmflllw lormed under the influence
“ of ether by Thomas Wakley, Esq., surgeos to the Royal
* Free Hospital; also amputation of the arm in a man,
* aged seventy-five, under tg: influence of ether, successfully
- * performed by Thomas Wakley, Esq.: prrfect recovery of
¢ both patients. These caves exhibit the most extra.
¢“ ordinary proofs of the safety and value of the use of
¢ ether vapour ju operative surgesy.”

respectability and credit, the noblest aristocracy
a country ever boasted—an aristocracy of skill
and ceaselees usefulness—is the cause of unnum-
bered blessings to the whole community.

Let us judge, then, the moral tie of this law,
as we do all others, by the importance of its ad-
juncts and consequences, and we are authorized
to say that its violators infringe the plain duties
of honest men, and commit a social offence well
worthy of legal cognizance.

Nor should they, in cold policy, escape a con-
dign punishment. The profession never more
needed the protection of a martial law of
etiquette than now. There is much of class dis-
organization in our ranks. Our numbers are
great; poverty stimulates ; worth is tempted ;
competition encroaches; an honest fear can
‘alone defend us from dishonest hopes. It is true
—to the honour of the profession —that there has
been few—very few—such daring infractions; but
the more rarely we have been troubled with such
offences the greater will remain the reward to
the yowng adventurer who will not be s0 re-
strained. The pecuniary advantages are visible,
immediate—palpable, and, if to clutch them he
do not hesitate to sacrifice repute, we must not
hesitate to ward off imitation by visiting him
with the full penalty. He becomes a rotten
branch of the tree professional, and he must be
lopped from it for the common safety.

Among the many provisions in the new Sur-
gical Charter, there is one which in some manner
atones for much of grievous impolicy and wrong.
It gives the College of Surgeons the power
to investigate a circumstance of this kind, with
the right to inflict a very adequate punishment.
The 22nd clause runs thus :—

¢ That if it shall at any time hereafter a
that any present or fature member, or any fellow
of the said college, to be appointed or admitted
at any time after the expiration of the said first
three calendar months from the date hereof, shall
lsltvle obtained tihie.l lgtyteu mn&ﬂ” or his

oma respectiv an; state-
mznt, or imponiﬁon,’or that, Z:ther before or after
obuinini:uch his letters testimonial or diploma,
he shall have violated any by-law, rule, or regu-
lation of the said college, then, and in e such
case, and after such previous notice to, and such
hearing of, such member or fellow, as under the
circumstances the council of the said co!
shall think proper, it shall be lawfal for such
council to recal and to declare the letters testi-
monial or diploma respectively of such member
or fellow to be void, and thereupon every such
member or fellow shall cease to be a member,
or a member and fellow of the said college, as
the case may be accordingly.” :
Here, then, is the power: have the council the
will—the courage—the honesty to exercise it?
If unused now, can a case ever oocur in which,
with decenocy or any chance of success, they can
avail themselves of a privilege which, well ex-
ercised, may confer such great benefits on the
profession’?

THE MEDICAL COUNCIL OF THE LON-
DON UNIVERSITY SCHOOL.
¢ ELECTION OF A SURGEON.
Taz governing body of this institution has ap-
pointed Mr. Syme, the Edinburgh professor of
clinical surgery, to be surgeon to the hospital,
and leoturer on surgery to the school. The va-
cancy thus created at Edinburgh is expected to
be filled'by the appointment of Professor Miller.
The choice of Mr., Syme has created a very
general dissatisfaction among London surgeons ;
but, all circumstances considered, we think it the
best appointment that could have been come to.
It is to be regretted, but the fact is therefore

not less certain, that the metropolis has been
mmtmuceulfnld'hwymin%m
a progeny of promising surgeons ; and while we
joinin thioomph.int. that a large hospital school,
after an existence of the sixth part of a century,
has not one alumnus worthy of its surgical chair,
it is better to admit the misfortune than to at-

'tempt to conceal it under an inefficient and re-

ensible appointment.

l”?I,Ilt‘wu de:ngubh, on the first establishment of
the hospital of this institution, to select a sur-
geon in every way competent for the duties of
the office; but, when the ‘medical senatus’
sought for & man whom?;-:dth:ml mn:lg:
pexforming operutions, avowed

of increasing the number of pupils by the san-
guinary exhibitions of an theatre—
never taking into consideration the benefit of the
sick poor—the principle of such & system met
with universal disapprobation, and we may con-
fidently afirm that it was considered by the pro-
fession at large not only as holding out a bad
example to the youths of the hospital, but s base
principle to adopt in electing medical officers,
and one entirely new and unexampled in the his-

of ital appointments.

%wmmm:myhn derived
from Mr, Liston’s fame as an operator, it is ear-
nestly to be hoped that his succeasorhas been se-
lected more for his knowledge of the best modes
of curing diseases and preventing the necessity of
performing operations, and not merely for a dis-
play of oparating.

If there has been any one reason more than
snother which has advanced surgery in the esti-
mation of society, by destroying its characteras a
mere handioraft art and raising it to ramk
amongst the scignees, it has been the extraordi-
nary diminution in the number of eperations
which the most eminent men who practise it have
now recourse to. *“The passion of acquiring
character in operations,” justly observes Sir
Charles Bell, *is surely full of danger; it is fit
for those only to possess who have no higher
claim to public estcem.”

IRISH POOR-LAW MEDICAL REMUNE-
RATION.

Ir is evident, from what has oocurred in re-
ference to the Irish Board of Health, and in con-
nection with the several poor-law unions on the
other side of the Channel, that our medieal
brethren have to do with hard taskmassters, who
seem to imagine that attendance upon the siek
poor is only worthy of a small reward. The re-
monstrant physicians and surgeons have been
compelled, for a miserable sum, either to expose
their lives in attending upon patients afflicted
with virulent disease, or to a great exteat relin-
quish the exercise of their high vocation. Fever
has employed its deadly influence throughout
almost every city, town, and village in Ireland.
Numbers of medical men have succumbed to its
power. Yet, on the part of Government, shere
has been manifested no symptom of regret; but
the lives of our brethren must be still jeoparded
for the pitiable sum of five shillings a day.

The same policy has been adopted as regards the
payment of union medical officers, & sum being
tendered to them which cannot possibly reesu-
nerate their services, and which exercises a most
injurious influence in depreciating the value of
their labours in public estimation.

The Dundalk Union has within the last month
required the services of & medical practitioner to
vaccinate the poor of the district, and an ad-
vertisement has accordingly been inserted in the
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Newry Commercial Telograph. With a liberality | DIAGNOSIS OF DRS. WATSON AND | different from that in the ; and I expressed
liar to poor-law guardians, the sum of otz WILLIAMS IN THE CASE OF MR, | tohim my fear that there would be either suppurs-

pe ‘ LISTON. tion, hemorrhage, or increased dyspncea, unless ac
shilling per head has been offered for the first [The following letters have been published b tive means were used to reduce the internal swelling.
800 successful cases, and srxeeNcs for each suc- | Lo w‘;’:“  Dr Willia B VV ¢ Oy | 1 -tron&l.y urged him to be cuppsed to ten ounces
cessful case over that number, within the year, r. e other ¢ Unbversite illisms | gpove the left soapuls, and to avold every deserip-
seems to be another niversity School” | tion of excitement and exertion, He did not follow

Moreover, the reward being so very considerable,
applicants are required to attend in person at the
board-room on the day of election. But, in order
that the board of guardians may have no resson
to complain of any unjust reflections on their
liberality, we give our readers a verbatim copy
of the advertisement from the board-room, as it

appeared in the newspaper :—
¢ Duxparx UNI0N,=VAcciNATOR WANTED.—
The board of gunardians of this union will, on
opiltiony o perons daly gualited for &
e a
vaccioator for the union, on w % day the ap-
pointment will be made. The rate of remunera-
tion to be one shilling each for the first 800 certi-
fied successful cases, and si ce for each
Appiiosate:will Jeve to aticnd i persaa

3 will heve
mohtt"@m on the day of election. ‘tg-
plications to be sent to me, directed to the
¢ Board of Guardians of the Dundalk Union,’
on or before the above date. %y order of the
board, Wi Hruy, Clerk of the Union. Board-
room, Dec. 1, 1847.”

It will be seen that this revered board is deeply
saxious the gentleman employed should be duly
qualified ; he must be one who has studied his
profession, and who for this purpose has ex-
pended no inconsiderable sum upon his educa-
tion ; no illiterate practitioner, incapable of dis.
criminating between a genuine vateine pustule
and a spurfous one, will do; and, with a proper
regard for the welfare of the poor, on the 15th
day of December all due consideration was to be
given to the applications, that the most suitable
person might be elested. These precautions are
certainly worthy of praise, and we should have
heartily rejoiced if as much concen had been
manifested for the temporal welfare of the * duly
qualified” operator. Here, however, the left-
haiided charity of the board becomes eminently
conspicuous, for how is it possible that pauper
patients can receive all that attention from the
surgeon which their cases require to shield them
from a frightful disease, when he receives the
paltry remuneration of less than a shilling per
head upon the gross number.

Towards the ‘“‘duly qualified” practitioner
himself, the paltry sum must operate most in-
juriously, mot only as it cannot reward him for
the time and talent employed, but because it
will induce patients capable of paying to ex-
pect medical attendanee upon terms most de-
grading and unremunerating. This has been
really the case in some of the parochial unions
of England, as many letters which we have
received from well-known correspondents testify.
One gentleman, who has very recently ad-
dressed us, says, “I hold a district with the
fixed sum of 1s. 6d. for each succeesful case of
waccination. The neighbourhood knows it, and
.private patients will not give me more, expect-
ing me to call at their houses to operate, and
once or twice afterwards to see the arm. Now,
I am obliged to do this to save my business ; and
it, therefore, shows the curse brought upon us
by the unions.”

The injury thus inflicted is not confined to
wnion surgeons, but extends to every general
practitioner. A common interest should, there-
fore, stimulate them to united efforts, in order
that they may obtain for their servioes that re-
muneration which is in accordance with the
dictates of justice and humanity,

entleman, with peculiar notions of the pro-
essional decencies. ]

DR. C. J. B. WILLIAMS® VINDICATION OF HIMSRLF.

Having seen, and heard it stated in several quar-
ters, that there were no %l.lysical signs of disease de-
tected in the chest of my lamented colleague, I think
it right, for the credit of physical diagnosis, as well
as in justice to myself, to make known the results of
my own examination of the case, which were (ac-
cording to my custom) recorded in my note-book
shortly after the observations were made.

On the attack of hemorrhage at the end of July,
Mr. Liston sent for me, but unfortunately I was ab-
sent in the country, and did not return to town until
three weeks after My first examination was made
%n the lgth of ﬁ\m, in the theeh of Mr.

e (who was e uainted with the signs
wﬁ {detected and w‘:&er friend of Mr. Liston,
whose name I do not recollect. At this time Mr.
Liston felt no ailment whatever, and had resumed
his ordinary habits of daily active exercise. The
following is the note of the positive abnormal signs
detected on exploration of the chest at this time :(—

¢ Marked dulness above the Ifeft clavicle and
scapula’ (om strong jon); tubular
breath and voice sound in the same space; tubular
expiration above upper inner angle of :fht scapula.”

e tubular sounds here mentioned were]not of
thas slight mufiied chme‘ge; ::ll;etilﬁ:s heard in :llln
upper posterior regions ol chests (gener:
in thin ), but were bold.{y mukz? and ob’-
viously morbid signs; and knowing the buoyancy of
his spirit, and his propensity to dangerous exertion
of strength, I hesitated not to state to my friend my
conviction that there was some disease in his chest,
which if not dangerous from its extent, was so from
its locality, in the vicinity of ir::t blood-veasels, the
profuse hemorrhage which occurred being »

oi warning of such danger.

The precise nature of the disease was not eqnalII(
evident. There was obvio deep-seated consoli-
dation or compression of the inner
of the left lung, causing the deep
the clavicle and scapula, and large tubular sounds
in the same region; and the tubular expiration
at the upper _inner mu‘gin of the right scapula im-
plied a similar cause, but to less extent, operating
on the right side; but whether the lesion was tuber-
culous or other deposit at the root of the lungs
extending towards the apex of the left,or a s
aneurismal tumour compressing these parts, or a
morbid growth encroaching on them, could not at
that period be determined. The oocurrence of the
l).r:ﬁue hemorrhage deterred me from snn'eect.ing the

rt of the apex
ulness between

this advice insnyr‘mculu, but, as he told me after-
mmiati y l.got “ul:i clr’ 'mntegd exercise is riding o
reative horse, w promoted expectoration.

After this I did not see him y, as he
thoed himself under the care of physicians who,

th before and after this period, found no ph;
signs of disease, and who, therefore, took a more fa-
vourable view of the case than I did.

The result is known, and I make no further com-
ment on it; but I cannot close this letter withbut
duwin%mthe attention of your readers to the para-
mount importance of the supra and inter scapuldr
regions as the field for physieal signs of serious and
deep-seated diseases of the and great vessels.
It has been the common mistake, since the time of
Laennec, to search too exclusively below the cla-
vicles; Iet in five-sixths of cases of incipient dis-
eases of the lungs, and in more than half of the
cases of aneurism of the arch of the aorta, the signs
ate heard at an earlier period, and more distinetly,
between the clavicles and scapul®, and behind the
scapule, than in any spot below the clavicles,

1 uanir, &o.,
. J. B, WILLIANMS,
Holles-street, Cavendish-square,
December, 1847.

B

DEeAr Dr. WiLLians,—You are quite in
supposing and stating that we * found no physieal
signs of disease,” and * therefore took a more fa-
vourable view of the case than (you) did.”

From the very first my anticipations of its ultimate
event were (as many could testify) most gloomy, and
80, I know, were Dr. Forbes’s.

Boon after the hemorrhage, Inoticed, and recorded
in my note-book—which you are weloome to see—
some imperfection in the breath-sounds about the
upp::.rm of the left scapula, something not quite
nat also at the summit of the t, and some
ap, ble difference in the voice in the two supra-
spinal fosse. I thep went out of town, and was
absent five weeks. After my return, Mr. Liston
called on: me Son November 13), complaining of
cough, He had then manifest shortness of breath,
From that time *¢ physical signs” were never absent.
A very peculiar, rough, and loud respiratory murmur

vaded both lungs. At first, I confess I appre-
K:nded. from this sound, the rapid multiplieation of
small tubercles; for I had been informed that his
mother, and also a sister, had died consumptive;
and by these facts I interpreted the previous hemor-
rhage. But very soon Dr. Forbes and I convinced
ourselves of the presence of some obstacle in the
large and  primary air-passages, whence the remark-

t to exist, and, not finding any pulsation
or other signs of aneurism, I then inclined to the
first of these alternatives. But my earnest cautions
to my friend were grounded, not on the precise na-
ture of the eliuue, whicil.l was doubtful, btlnltl (;:\ the
presence and position of some disease, which was
not doubtful, and which, considered in connection
with the previous hemorrhage, was most alarming.
But, alas! my warnings were little heeded ; and,
on several subsequent occasions on which we met in
professional intercourse, he had always some feat of
aotivity or strength to recount in falsification of
my diagnosis. At one of these times he suggested
to me that a former fracture, and consequent over-

lapping of the ends of the left clavicle, might cause |

the si which I had heard; but my reply was,
that this could not produce dulness or tubular sounds
above the scapula. It is a poor consolation, but it
saves me from self-reproach, that I never said o,n{-
thilx:g to countenance his disposition to make light
of his malady, but uniformly asserted my conviction
of its serious eharacter.

The secand and last oocasion on which he eon-
sulted me was early in November, during the se-
cond of a series of attacks of hoarseness, with cough
and deficient expectoration, which continued to recur
until the last fatal attack in December. The result
of my examination at this time (I think the first
week in November, but the date is not inserted) is
thus recorded :—

¢ The same dulness in upper left, and an increase
of tubular sounds, which were very loud above left
acapula, and at inner margin of right scapula ; some-
thing pressing on trachea, but no obvious pulsation.”
X:There was now evidgntiy a tumour pressing on the
trachea near its division, for the tubular sound was

able was propagated. At that time Mr. Liston
was bled, with relief, and the blood was distinetly
buffed and cupped. For three weeks at least before
his death, our opinion (and that of every one

who saw him in our presence) was clear, that some
mechanical impediment existed about the bifurea-
tion of the trachea, or in the first divisions of the
bronchi. The inspirations were comparatively facile
—the expirations long, no::x, and growling. Some
d phlfh also was detected, although the patient
hﬂnl was reluctant to acknowledge it. Possibly
(we thought) an enlarged bronchial gland, or some
morbid growth, was exercising pressure there—most
probably an ane tumour.

Of all this, if it were worth while, several witnesses
might be ufled.

From various phrases and sentences in your letter,
which I need mot cite, as well as from its whole
tenour, an ordi reader, uainted with the
real faots of the case, could not to infer thut swe
did not, as you had done, * warn” our patient; that
L'se ** coun! his tion to make light of
his malady,” and ought, efore, to stand ** self-
reproached ;”’ that we sanctioned his taking ‘s
exercise in riding a restive horse, which
D of aiviaiag s toeatng this cminent
8 ible office o an
surgeon been yours instead of ours, a different

might have been hoped for; for you eloss
your observations with these words:—** After this, I
did not see him professionally, as he himself
under the care of physicians who, both before and
after this period, found no phywnj signs of disease,
and who, therefore, took & more favourable view
of the case than I did. ‘The result is known, and I
make no further comment on it."’
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Now, the real truth is (as his family can tell you),
that all our poor patient’s imprudent acts were done
in spite of our most earnest and Yreiterated ~Femon-
strances—remonstrances 8o urged as sometimes to
make him almost angry with us, and especially with
Dr. Forbes, who, living near him, saw and expostu.
lated with him more freqnently than I had opportu-
nity of doing. Our enireaties to him to ‘“‘avoid
every description of escitement ar.d exertion’ were
as pressing as yours could have been, onl{v(from
circumistances) mueh oftener .repeated. e had
even prevailed upon him, just before his first sudden
attack of extreme dyspnces, again to leave town for
a while, that he mixht ensure the means of quietude.
Much the same kind of treatment which you affirm
would have been sppropriate was counse by us
and adopted. He was cupped—twiee, I think—
3}:\1 twite from the arm, blistered, and kept on low

t.

In short, all the treatment that you wonld have
recommended, we recommended ; all that could be
positively known concerning the disease during life,
we knew as surely as lyourself-—vis.. the certain
existefice of mechanieal pressure about the lower
part of the witrdpipe ; and all that could be reason-
ably conjeetated of it material eause, we saw as
clearly as you did-—vis., the probable existence of
an aneunrismal tamout.

I hope I have satisfied yom that you have been

eatly misinformed respecting the facts and prac-
tice upon which, direcMy or iudirectly, you have
been pleased to comment, in a tome of disparage-
ment.

Now, was it courteous, or even fair, to publish
what you have published in referensge to_ the physi-
cian$, who cotld be no other than Dr. Forbes and
mysti?, without previously ascertaining from one or
the dther of us whether the facts of the ease really
were as you understood them to be? Would it have
beencharitable or generous so to exhibit our mis-
takes, eveh ieflon wera sure that we had made them?
Do you indeed believe that, if our lamented patient
had' been intrusted solely to your care, and could
havé been induced imflicmg to obey your directions,
the fatal ‘‘tesult” of his disease would have been
pre¥¥éntéd ?

Otte taore question I venture, in perfect mmity, to
proptise for yodr ealm consideration. Is it consistent
with jour chursvter—with your high rank in our
proffSsicn—with yotr office (which presents you as
an éx&mple to 8o ndany) in one of our great metro-
politan séhools of medicine—thus publicly and
neeledsly, under profession of a seal for science, to
prodiaim your own superior sagacity, and (by ims
plicktion) tie cumparative ignoranee or unskilfulnes-
of others, your contemporaries, pursuing in the same
pltg t9'the bent of their humbler abilities, the same
vockibh with if, and, in this instance, engaged
in fhe peculiarly anzious daty of ministering to the
relieT of 4 professional brother? Would Baillie or
Hebrerden have done thus ?

t 1 remain, yours truly,
T TroMAas WATSON,
Heénriéttn-strect, Cavendish-square,
December, 1847.

a“

POOR-LAW MEDICAL RELIEF.

. [To the Editor of the Medical Times.]
81%,—On the great question of poor-law medical
remuneration, which is now engrossing the atten-
tion of 80 large and interested & portion of the me-
dical profession, many are desirous of expressing
their opinions as to the most efficient manner by
which such objeet can be attaincd. Many have
already publicly expressed their vicws through the
um of your ecolumns, and doubtless many others
avajl themselves of the facilities which your
kindness enables them to do; I, therefore, as one,
beg. & small space for the few remarks which I may
have to make.

In the fcst I will make reference to my dfs-
triot ws it on the formation of the union ; then
K it has stood sinoe the alteration made by the poor-

w commissioners ; and, lastly, my views as to the
mode of resiunerdiion which would be matisfactory
to myself and probably to many others similarly
lit&. * Firet, the Pontyppool Unien, oa ite forma-
tion, wes divided into two distrists, viz., the Ponty-
mol and the Usk : the former having, in addition to

eunion-honse, nine parishes ; the latter dnmn,
inciwding twe hamiete as perishes. The sslaries
paid to the medical officers amounted to £150, being
£76to each. The Usk district was at that time at-

received the Souve sutry w4 ve) preoioace

got some friend:iv guardian to propose a tender
which was agrced to by the board, and my prede-
cessor, fearing he might lose his appointment, re-
luctantly reduced bis salary to £60, and he was
again appoiuted, though his opponent’s tender was
considerably under that sum, and which was the
amount paid when I succceded to his practice. The
duties were then performed by me for sixteen months,
when the poor-law comamissioners altorcd the area
of the districts, From the size and duties of the
Pontypool district it wag necessary to form another,
consequently a new one arose called *The Pan-
teague,” comprising the union-house, sever, parishes
of the old district, and & hamlet taken from mine,
leaving two large parishes for the original distriet.
In order to make up a salary for the additional medi-
cal officer £30 were taken from the other gentle-
man’s salary, with half his duties; and for the one
hamlet, about four miles from my house, and belong-
ing to the parish of Usk, the unjust sum of £15, so
as to equalize the salaries of all, viz., £45; go that
for the twelve parishes Ido not get at the rate of £4
each, aud one of them, a widely scattered parish, ex-
tending to the distance of eight miles from my
house. Yet, for the duties of the hamlet which was
taken (and from which, daring the sixteen'months I
had it, there were not more than four persons ill),
the estimate for such annual attendance was £15.
I wrote to the commissioners, representing the case,
and begging them to back my application to the
guardians for redress, and which they kindly did,
but the latter did not think it to alter the resoiution
they had previously decided on. I make no com-
platats of our guardians {beyond that act which has,
up to this time, annoyed me much), because we have
gone on smoothly together, there having been no
caune, during the six years I have attended my dis-
trict, to bring about a misunderstanding between us.

1 now offer my views as to remuneration for ser-
vices. According to the old system of ‘)n ng medi-
cal men for attendance on the parochial poor, the
appointment was generally given to that individual
who would tender for the lowest rate of remunera-
tion or, rather, payment, I should say, for no one
could eall it remuneration. I have informer years,
whilst residing in Devonshire, had the charge of
paupcrs, and, though I have’contracted to attend at
a very low figure, yet I never was paid at such a
minimum rate asIam at present. Formerly each
parish contracted to pay a medical man for his at-
tendance at a certain sum rpc.'r annum, and such now
I hold to be the best plan of arrangement. I conceive
that, if the Government should think fit hereafter to

of their being abolished, that each parieh in the
union should (in proportion to its population) pay
an additional sum in lien of them. Touching the
*‘ per case” systern, which has been adverted to by
some, I, for one, most deeidedly object to it, for £
am convinced it will never answer the emds some
may have in view.

Apolagizing for trespassing solong—in fact, much
louger than T had intended,

1 remain, 8ir, your obedient servant,
HrnrRY GreaTwooD, M.B.C.8.
Usk, Monmouthshire, Dee. 18.

{To the Editor of the Medical Times.]

Sir,—Having read lately a good deal in Xxm
Medical Times respecting the payment of the medical
officers of the varions unions in Bogland, and wish-
ing good success to the efforts now making for tha
benefit of both the sick poor aud.their mediesl at-
tendants, I trust you will excuse my uoublin{r u
with this letter on the subjeet, huving myse F-a
the medical charge of nine or ten parishes for the last
80 years. The old aystem had ios evils. The surgeons
were certainly better paid, bat then they only get
their money once a year, and that semetimes months
after it was due, and after many calls and journeya
for it, and indeed then it often eame as- » great -
favonr from the overacer, ae if he was giving .you.se
much money for nothing. ,

With regard to the Downbam unien, to which I .
beloqg. it is my eonscientions opinion, that, in th
first inntance, Dr. Kaye (the commissioner) and th
guardians fully iutended and expeeted they had pai
their medical officers liberally; and so they had if
we could have claimed our burgain, if I may wee the
term ; but it was impossible; the intentipne of Dr.
Kaye and the guardians were frustrated almost iga-.
mediately, and in the following way: as soou as the
surgeons were elected pp d¢ before the
board, amd Dr. Kaye thue addressed them:—.
“ Gentlemen, I am aware your salaries will be maah , .
smaller than heretofore, but then your labours
be very much lighter, inasmueh as you will be
called upon only to attend wpon the panpers and the
casual poor, such as strollere and vagra
happen to fall ill in_your districts. All the abler
bodied or independent labourers snd mechanies
must pay you themaselves, or else go into your medi- |
cal clubs, forms for which you will be furnished
with by the poor-law commissioners; ud.-omn::

to 14 A 1,

take the management of unions into thefr hands, it
mi¥ht be more satisfactory to those practitioners re-
siding in agricultural dis'riets ifthe following plan
were adopted. I will take thy own district, for ex-
ample, and, in order to explain myself more fntel-
ligibly, T will give a list of parishes in it, with the
distances from my house, and then attach an annual
payment for each, thus making the aggregate
amount the gnyment for the whole district; each
parish, ae in formet times, to pady the sum fixed for
each according to population and distance, which I
should think would (or at least ought to) be satisfac-
tory to the guardians and to the medical officers in
attendance.

NAMBES OF PARISHES, AND EXTENT OF DISTANCES

FROM MY HOUBE.

P mPre?nmed Amt.
of paymen
Parish. Miles. :it:m. for l’?ll'hhf
Gwehello, .o 3t . 33, £56
Kemeys Commauder 3 ., 8l .. 2
Llanbaddock .. 3 .. 457 .. 7
}:}antriqent ar ; o 329, z
angaview ani
Gwernesney 23 } 242 .. { 4
Llangibby .o 44 .. 63 ., 7
Lianthowel e U . 105, b
Monkswood . 3 .. 168 .. 7
Goyuey o 8 .. 568., 15
Trostrey w 83 . 198, 6
Usk . . — . 1525, 16
Total . 4558 Total £86 as

o
a ﬂx‘t{l salary, exclusive of fees.
Taking the above as a fair and reasonable calcula-
tion (and which, I think, all who read this will as-
sent to), you will observe the aggregate amount
would Jeave a fixed salary of £85, being £40 in ad-
dition to what T am at present receiving, exclusive
of extras, Touching the latter, I consider the:
should still be in force; but, if they were extend
to other operations in surgery than at present al-
lowed by the poor-law commissioners, tge profes-
sion would be more satisfled. In my arrangement I
presume the extra fees still to exist, or, in the event

to save you unnecsssary trouble, you are nat obli
s you have a written order, ei
from the relieving officer, a churchwarden, or &
magistrate.”’ . R
So far 50 good, and I for one was perfectly satisfied.
But now came the difficulty of fulfilling our engage-
ments. Some of the able-bndicd and independent
labourers and artisans stoutly and resolutely refosed
to pay us, or to go into our clubs; eaying, they
¢ always had been doctored by the parish, and t
would lie and die if they had no doctor found them.
Some, a gnod many, availed themselves of the clubs,
and if all who were expeeted by the guardians and
Dr. Kaye had entered the clubs, and paid wp pro-
Eerly, ey would have answered, and we should
ave been fairly remunerated. The facts are other-
wise : hundreds of refractory, h? fellows absolutely
refused to pay in any way; and whea they becams
ill their relatives told a piteous tale to the shurch-
warden or relieving-officer, stating that their hus-
bands, wives, or children, as the case might be,
¢ laid dying for want of & doctor, and they had no
money, but if they had an order this tipe they would
in future go into the doctor’s club.” Thﬂ all
orders, and they not only did not join the clab w]
;'ee?vered! but actually uﬁb;‘ide&. those who):exe
n for paying ,esserting, *‘ They (the guardians) dave
not let them lie and be leat.” Here wap the £
injustice done us; we had to attend all these re-
fractory fellows and their families, over and above
the regular paupers. The churchwardens did tie
agreeable acts of charity by giving these
orders upon us 10 attend them. This ovil began
first year, and has been increasing ever since. .
club patients saw others got medical relief without .
paying for it, and they retired from the clubs i
reat numbers, and you could hardly biame themt.
'he next thing was, that guardiaus and o -
were allowed to give orders for the doctor; amdi‘
have frequently had ordets written by chiliren, for
the overseers (who could neither read nor write)
me to attend anybody, no matter who, that chove
apply to these men, l’ilenny only oue step ‘sbove,
and some us poor and badly off as their applicarits." ’
Itis not m‘ﬁ blelin & charitablé
view to give relief in this way, but M is



these people’s feelings to have the power of ordering
the doctor to attend, and they do it in all. cases,
without taking the trouble to ask if the parties are
in the club, or otherwise proper objects of charity.
I have often complained of this, and the only auswer
I could get, was “ You must get them into your
cluh,” without giving me the power of enforcing
them to enter, which the guardians might easily
have dune, as I suggested to them, in the following
way, namely, by giving & discretiouary power to the
churchwardens and others empowered to give orders
for the doctor, to give all these refractory people,
whether husbands, wives, or children, an order for
the house until they recovered. If the guardians
had done this, not one in fifty would have accepted
the order, and they would soon have been tired of
suffering pain and sickness without medical aid, and
all would have contrived to pay their shilling,
eighteenpence, or two shillings a quarter, according
to the size of the family; nor could the guardians
have been accescd of oruelty, for they actually
would have not only offered medical aid but a Louse
too, o those whu obstinately refased to help them-
selves ; aud to prevent the danger of removal the
officer might require & certificate from the surgeon,
that the case admitted of removing to the union
house.

This &tep would have settled the matter in twelve
months, and all the independent poor would have
been enrolled in the commissioners’ medioal clubs,
and Dr. Kaye’s plan would have been carricd out
satisfactorily to all parties; and, after all, if it was
found, as 1 think it would have been, that inde-
pendent Jabourers, with four, five, or six children
under a certain age, onght always to be considercd
cligible for medical relief, the average number of
such in each distriot should have been ascertaincd,
and erdered on the books of the house, and a suit-
able addition made to the salary of the medieal
officer to cover these extra cases, not coming under
the title of paupers. 1 deelare solemnly, 1 attend as
mamoor now as 1 did before the union was esta-
blished, and that orders are as easily obtained ; in
fact, they aie never refused tc any one who chooses
to apply. Another thing Dr. Kaye told us, * that
all young single men and women above sixteen were
cousidered independent poor, and that they must
pay their own doctor, or go into his club, and pay
one shilling per quarter.”  This is never done; they
all get orders. Moreover, all agricultural servaats,
malé and female, whose wages were under £6 per
annum, were invited to go into the clubs ; but this is
not done, and hundreds of this class of pcople, who
aretaken ill while in service, are sent home to their
parents to recover, and invariably get orders for the
parish doctor, even while they are actually hired
servants.

Nobody thinks of compelling the rich to employ
doctors, and some never do, and they certainly have
a right to refuse if thely; please; and why not give
these obstinate poor the same option ? and, if in
sickness they repent, let them go to the house, as
the only means you can give them; they will soon
gladly fly to the medical clubs. On the other hand,
if we are to attend all, as heretofore, then, in justice,
give us our former salaries. After thirty years’ ex-
perience, I believe this is the only plan that will
succeed. It may appear at first sight harsh, but it
must be retcembcered, it is only applied to those who
will not help themselves, and that that number is
small ; but, by their counsel and example, the well-
disposed have fallen in with them, and, indeed, you
cannot wonder atit, Ir those who refuse to pay get
the same medicaliclief gratis, it naturally makes the
others dissatisfied. Had Dr. Kaye adopted this
method of enforcing his plan of medical relief, I
believe the medical officers of every union he super~
intended would have been well satisfied ; the fault
was not in the system, but in allowing it to be upset
by a few refractory poor.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Worthington, Dec. 18, W. JOIINBON.
P.B. Dr. Kaycawarded £300 for the medical relfef

of thirty-two parishes, including the union-house in
the centre. I think it was so much per head, accord-
inq‘tiﬂhe population.

o s ——

TR, WILLIAMS AND THE STETHOSCOPE.

- [To the Editor of the Medical Times.]

$im,—Dr. Williams having deemed it wise to ad-
drass the public in defence of his own character as
a patran of auscultation, he has laid himself open to
asimaduersions; and being no amateur of the stetho-

boape; #nd no admirey of the principle on which many
of its ﬂ‘vlocatel make use %xt itpand seem to be
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guided, T am glad to take so favourable an oppor-
tunity as the present to add my endeavours to ex-
pose its fallacics.

Since the notorious case of Lady Flora Ilastings,
who dicd of an enlargement of the liver, and who was
pronounced by the royal physician to have a preg-
nant uterus, after repeated stethoscopic and other
such modes of examination, there has since been no
instance brouzht before the public of gross igmorance
s0 truly lamentable and so startling to the profession
as that of the unfortunate Mr. Liston.

The moment I commenced the perusal of the
learned doctor’s epistle, I was remiuded of the ob-
servation of an old and experienced police-officer,
who, when about to interrogate all the servants of a
houschold after a robbery had becn committed, ob-
served, ¢ that the guilty one was sure to commit
himself by apcaking first, provided they were all
brought into the room at the same time.”

Dr. Williams lost no time in writing first, and, like
the apology of a man who has got into difficulties,
his letter is a pigec of special pleading.

The doctor wishes to impress upon the reader that
he made no mistake in the ever-to-be-lamented case
of the Iate Mr. Liston, and to prove this he quotes
‘ my own note-book,”” which, it must be allowed, is
a most excellent specimen of a stethoscopic diary.

In the first place, it is impossitle not to be sur-
prised that “ my note-book”—which professes to
contain the state of a peticut—should not coutain
one word of any of Mr. Liston’s symptoms—not a
word of Lis paroxysms of dyspnma—his difficult
deglutition—the state of the arterial pulse in the
two arms—or the history of the symptoms. In
short, the whole attention of the fearned doctor
seems to have beeu directed to the physical sigus,
and never could there have been brought forward a
more striking proof of the fullacy of a stethoscopie
exawinut:on ; and I am told that the reason of Mr.
Listou’s declining any further professional visits from
the eminent stethoscopist arose from an observation
he made, that the wost suiking fcature in the case
was a disparivy in the two sides of the chest; to
which Mr. Liston snceringly replicd—* 1f that’s the
upshot of the examination, it’s nothing at all. Why,
man, I once broke my collar-bone, nng 80 that li({e
is like to be more concave.”
‘Windsor, D:c. 26.

THE QUACK CASE.

[To the Editor of the Medical Times.]

Siz,~Your plain version of facts respecting the
case of quackery deserves the warmest thanks of
every honourable-miaded man in the profession, ay,
in the community. The operator clearly applicd a
ligature on the main artery of a limb for the cure of
a malignant disease! Thisis clear: for we are told
that there was *‘sloughing of the muscles of the
forearm, terminuing in fungus heematodes.” With
such doings and sayiogs, is it not a scandal to the
T . o
1

HUMANITAS.

plained of pain and uneasiness In we rign. uypo-
chondriac, and umbilical regions; these symptoms
showing themsclves in the latter months of preg-
nancy. In a few days after an easy confinement
she presented berself as an out-patient to the writer,
at a provincial infirmary, in the following condition :
She was sallow-looking. but not emaciated, com-
plaining of weakness, palpitation of the heart, and
abdominal pain and tenderness. On examining the

dbdomen, a large prominent tumour was observed
to be bulzing outwards bencath the right false ribs;
this presented no irregularities; it was extremely
tender when gently handled ; there was no fluid in
the abdomen, no jaundice, nor dulness upon per-
cussing the iliac regions ; the uterus was healthy
upon a vaginal examination; there was s}ight
adema of the lower extremities. examining
the chest, percussion betokened an unusual extent
of dulness over the lower cud of the sternum, scro-
biculus cordis, and to the left of the sternum ; but
she referred little or no pain to this region.

She was not seen again for many months, noj
anything heard of her. When she presented herse
as an.in-patient she had ascites, and anasarca of the
lower extremities, the latter having preceded the
former by some months ; she was harassed with dif .
ficulty of breathing a ting to orthop ; pulse
weak and intermitting; upon percussion, both sides
of the chest sounded dull, especially the left side;
the healthy breathing, but mixed with crepitus, was
limited to the upper regions, as she lay supine,
Behind there was abzolute dulness below the right
scapula, and over the left scapuls there was audible
bronchophony and large crepitation. On mog:uil-
tating the heart, a loud rasping sound was glldlb e
along the whole extent of the sternum, reaching up-
wards in front, along the tract of the carotid arte-
ries, being equally distinct also over the cervical
rigion behind, and downwards tlong the spine;
profuse heemoptysis supervened, which continued
till her death, five days afterwarda. L

A magacious observer, unskilled in auscultation,
would, I imagine, fail in solving a train of symp-
toms so anomalous. At the commencement
would doubtless attribute the anasarca to the liver
enlarged by some foreign growths, and towards the
termination would refer the hzmoptysis to the
sence of tubercles on the lungs, or to some other
pulmonary lesion ; the orthopnma and intermitting
pulse, to hiydro-thorax and hydro-pericardium. Oa
the other hand, an accurate observer, skilled in aus-
cultation, would, doubtless, in the absence of
of renal and hepatic diseace, in conjunction with
aortic regurgitation, infer that the dulness in the
region of the heart was owing to thickening of its
walls and dilatation of its cavities; and in thelatter
stages the increascd dropsy, the Joud rasping bel-
lows sound, audible in almost every part of the
chest in front, back of the neck, and down the spis
behind ; the condensed condition of the lungs,
the profuse heemoptysis, not localized to Quucu}y
spots, indicated everywhere by crepitus mixed wi
heal. hy breathing: all these analyzed would le
him tolook to the heart as the cause of disorder,
anticipate the others as the effects. .

On examination after death the heart was found 3
be about)four times as large as the ciosed fist; one
the aortic semilunar valves had been destroyed; the
calibre of the thoracicaorta was three times its normal
size, its coats extensively ossified ; the lungs free from
tubercles, the left lung, when sliced, looking enqtlz
like ““ apopletic lung,” portions of it hardly floating
in water ; the liver was healthy, but displaced during
life by the hypertrophied heart. .

In this, as in all incurable diseases, correct diag-
nosis ma{; be of no advantage to the patient; but
there is this consolation, that we know the less we
do the better ; we can_promise nothing more thad
affording temporary relief. The value of auscultation
however, is best seen, not in detecting small Qﬂ4
deep-seated aortic aneurisms, simulating chronie
laryngitis, laryngismus stridulus, and many others,
admitted by physicians &s occurring in conjunction
with aortic aneurisms, although not necessarily ine
dicative of that disease; but in diagnosing pnea-
mouia, pleurisy, and pericarditis, the latter often
before the paticnt’s attention is directed to the com-
plication, and in this manner enables the practitioner
to direct his remedies to subdue the discase at its
onset. ) .
1 will not trespass further upon your ¥aluablé

es, but beg to remain, )
pages 8 Yours obediently, _

CHI1RURQUS,

THE NEW INCORPORATION.

TO THE RIGHT MONOURABLE S81R GRORGE GEEY)
DART., HER MAJESTY'S PRINCIPAL SKCRETARY
OF STATE FOR THE HOME DEPARTMENT.

The Memorial of the President, Vice-Presidents,
and Council of the National Institute of Medicine,
Surgery, and Midwifery, :

Showeth,—

That your memorialists were ddly elscted the re-
presentative Coundll of the Nutionai Institate in
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August, 1847, and that they represent the opinions
of above four thousand of the general practitioners
of England and Wales, grners® pr
That, upon a former occasion, the previous Coun-
«il of the National Institute had the honour of pre-
senting a memorial, bearing date Dec. 24, 1846, to
her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the
Home t, in which memorial the opinions
;lhd sentiments of the class of medieal
om your memorialists represent were carefull

and doﬂ:cntely stated. That the statements wn’-
tained in that memorial were subsequently explained
- snd confirmed by a deputation from the said Council
of the Institute, in an interview with the Right
,Jddonourable Bir George Gn{, Bart., at the Home-
: , on Friday, February 5, 1847, and your memo-
X'tadon 'fn.l'l! emhle(l‘ht ;::int - vi ew::e dep:-
80 to eonvince the t
" Honourable the Secretary of State of their%th
.and im e as to elicit the assurance that the
any umn.‘m“l‘fl beediul "?d th: o W“ﬁ“‘g

: ure of m reform that ma

by the Gorernment. Y beadop

your memorialists fully concur in the pro-
puiety of the uoommendnﬁo{ conveyed to tgem
and to others of their medical brethren from the
same influential quarter, to the effect that it would
be desirable that the members of the medical pro-
fession should themselves meet and ‘agree upon
some general plan, prior to the Government uwnder-

the medical profes-
. That your memorialists have ever been most
amxious Q:J)romou the views contained in that re-
commendation, and have been willing and prepared
to meet any authorized parties representing the ex-
isting nedieal institutions, and to discuss any plan
that might be submitted, in the most amicable spirit,
and with the most sincere desire to obtain such a
settlement of this Mglhly important question as may
conduce to the public welfare and the peace and
tnnqntﬂhty of the pmleni?’n

your memorialists ly regret that the ad-
vice alluded to hasnot been ‘:epte{l upon, and that the
benevolent intentions of the Government have not
been reciprocated in those quarters from whenoe an
immediate proposition for a conference should have

That your memoarialists are fully persuaded that
increasing evils press upon the people of these

in consequence of the laws by which the me-
dical institutions of the country are governed,
having been found by e ence to be quite fnade-
g::‘e to the wants of the public, and from their
ers having become in a great degree obeolete.
That before any efficient measure affecting the pub-
He health or unit:? improvement can be success-
fully earried into effect, medical reform appears to
be an esvential preliminary step, and your memo-
€an never too strongly impress upon the Go-
vernment and the Legislature that the medical ques-
is quite as important to the community as it is

to the medical prefession itself.
That in the opinion of your memorialists the only
Way to arrive at s satisfactory settlement of the
affairs of the medical profession will be in the first
finstance to incorporate, by Mid charter, the general
m:tidonm in a College of Medicine, Surgery, and

- That your memorialists nTctlull it to be
Gorne in mind that the gener pmu{i::fu consti-
oute at least nine-tenths of the medical profession;
that the duties which devolve upon them are of
W‘M hpotm“u .:h.e public ;‘and that no act of t.t:e
or corporations, can prevent

far the l.ugut#orﬁon of the public from in’-
trusted to their exclusive prefessional care. at

. the attainments of the present race of ?nunl

. Gtioners are of the highest order, and are highly

“lismourable to the profession, but that their position
{s most grievous and anomalous, from being excluded
from the benefits and mpeoubillty of a legal ineor-

on.

That your memorialists entertain a confident ho
ghet they have suceeeded in convincing the Right
H the Becretary of State of the just claims
of the highly meritorious body they represent, to a

ly ; and your memorialists

y trust that those arguments which were found

successful with a former Government, and which

were 80 far acted upon as to have induced a former

of State to state in his place in Parliament

his inteation to incorporate by royal charter the

practitioners, may have lost none of their

fre t«' be less oou.i:;lv: gzn formerly of the jus-
of their claims, of the paramount necessi

of this preliminary measure being forthwith ulnpuz

tioners

£

That, in conclusion, your memorialists beg re-
spec uhy, et most emphatically, to reiterate their
grave and deliberate opinion that it would tend ma-
terially to the advancement of science, to the wel-
fare of the community, and to the best interests of
the medical profession, if the prayer of this memo-
rial were graciously acceded to, by which the gene-
ral practitioners would be daly recognised, and, by
[ ptoporl‘{ defined title, be p amongst the me-
dical institutions of this enlightened country.

Signed) R. R. PENNINGTON, President.
The National Institute of Medicine, Surgery, and
Midwifery, 4, Hanover-square, Dec. 8.

FACTS AND ARGUMENTS IN SUPPORT
‘OF “THE HUMANE SYSTEM OF NON-
RESTRAINT AND NON-SECLUSION.”

By WILLIAM SMITH, M.R.CS.E,,

Formerly Hounse-Surgeon to the Lincoln Lunatie Asylum,
Member of the Association of Medical Officers of Hos-
pitals for the Insane. X

“ Nil siue magao
¢ Yita labaze dedit mortaiitms.”—Hom.
(Continued fram p. 155.)

In my lest communication I merely quoted a
number of extracts- from various: ications
which have emaunated from some of the largest
and best conducted lunatic hospitalsin the king-
dom. . I propose in the present paper to enter
more minutaly into the charges brought by Dr.

restraint
by o Cordially oy e e et
no means approve of all the arrange-
ments connected m& the peculiar ent
of Lincoln. This much, however, I am
to maintain, that the Lincoln Asylum, with all
its defeots (and they are by no means few), has
been the pioneer in most of the grand improve-
ments introduced of late years into the manage-
ment of our public lunatic hospitals,
But to discuss Dr. Nicholson's assertions,
says, * When Dr. Charlesworth first set sail in
the ‘total abolition’ bark, he classified his
passengers, his craft was well manned with at-
tendants, and seclusion was his rudder, by means
of which he kegt his course midst a stormy sea;
but in an evil hour he abandoned his helm, and,
since then, his vessel has been unmanageable, and
nothing but disasters have befallen it; and now,
rather than resume the pilotage, he prefers s!
P B X A
to en regions of metaphor,
will endeavour to prove, by a plain statement of
facts, that he hss taken up a position which is
wholly untenable. Dr. Charlesworth (as also Dr,
Elmbhirst, and many other governors vesident in
Limln)bmmacb‘mgnpp;mqu non-
seclusion system in conseguence of Aavng wifnessed
the rapid and almost miraculous improvement which
took place in the moral condition of the far-famed
C. A. and other refractory patients on being reloased
entirely from seclusion. Now, when it is bome
in mind that this exieriment. and the happy re-
sults produced thereby, actually took place during
my house-surgeoncy, and not years prior to Dr.
Nicholson's taking wp Ms residence sn Lincoin, 1
think every candid person will admit that I
am the most likely to be conversant with the
f;:s. My own)ixil;'prt::ion (the result of prac-
ical experience t solitary confinement or
jon is ocalculated to exercise a more
judicial influence upon the moral and physical
condition of the insane than even mechanical re-
straint, and it was in consequence of witnessing
the bad effects produced upon C. A. by solitary
confinement that I determined upon the attempt
to procure ita abolition ; moreover, if my memmz
be correct, I think the annals of our public gaol
oltaly efnement ot any tengthened poiod
itary say e i
h"l:’ in :\:lmetou instances, begome ﬁﬁ
with mental derangement to a grsater or
degree. The non-seclusion system, like sts pre-
dccl:uor, non~ratr‘:nt, was ;ol adopled by 6‘2 Lin-
coln governors as the result of mere theory, m
practical experience, and not without mdeemed i
[:: &3

ration. It will not, be
traneous to the pmenpteﬂ?d:spc.ﬁuion for me to

He | clusion,

introduce in this place some of the documents
by which theboa.rsl were induced to give their
official sanction to the system. With this view
I shall proceed to quote two letters, addressed
by me to the boards, relative to non-seclusion.
“Lincoln Lunatic Asylum, Oct. 25, 1841.
¢ Gentlemen,—In pursuance of my pledge to
the board (Sept. 6th ult.), I beg leave to state
that I have, out the last six weeks, re-
leased C. A. entirely from her state of seclusion ;
snd that I now feel m: com| t to her
future managemerit, without further recourse to
such means ; her im general demeanour
and increased tractability having proved favoura-
sble to this conclusion. The success of the ex=
periment, and the reflections to which the case of
this patienthas given rise, have impressed me with
a conviction that solitary confinement, as a means
of control, may be as successfully and usefull
dispensed witlin this institution, under well-
disposed and practised attendants and vigilant
superintendence, as instrumental restraint has
already been; and I have, with the knowledge
of the board, commenced the undertaking.
shall continue steadily to watch the proceeding,
that I may be enabled to record faithfully the
results, for the satisfaction of the board; and
having found that more than usual :lrsi.lmce v.xll.
for & time, be indi ble tow securing
the co-operation of the attendants who had, be-
fore 1 had gained eonfidence to judge for myself,
become accustomed to rely upon seclusion, in-
stead of increased attention, in troublesome cases.
answers elicited from nurses recently ex-
amined before the boards, touching this point,
expose the unsoundness of the practice, from
which I-have departed to take m{oaund, 1 trust,
on firmer ground. Lunatic violence, under
sudden impulse, must be expected in lunatic
uylm‘.’-m! never can b;ﬂttoully suppressed,
except perpetual restr or perpetual se-
oo L more injurious and distressing than
sn ogcasional blow under tem; excitement.
Moreover, the official books exhibit evidence,

weekly, of violent pollisions during the long
yariady of €. A.’s seclugion, gnd the glqeul em-
ployment of this agent proving it jnefficacy ap

a soures of p .
* I remain, gentlemon,
* Your and obedient servant,
“ W. SurrH, Houe-m:ieun
“To t}m ‘Weekly Board of the Lincoln Lunatic
um.”

This letter was entered upon the minutes, by
order of the board, so that everi glo‘vemor who
visited the establishment, an. pected the
books lying on the board-room table, was mm~
nisant of the experiment which was being .
At that m, as well as more recently, there
was a d ce of opinion amongst the mem-
bers of the medical staff of the asylum relative to
mechanica} restraint. 'The late D, W, I). Cogks
son, one of the physicians, entertsined yigws
similar to those at present adyocated bng)r-
Nicholson ; but mgrk the result. Dr, Cdokson

watched attenti\t'lely the p;acﬁul woxhking og .tllllp
system, uently ex ing many hours ¢

in the n??;m. m’nilftm ms:,being eonvmce‘
of its entire practicability (with g candquy and
liberality which will pver reflect the

highegt
honour upon his memary), he gave u his

pre- | preconceived notions on ge mltfgec nn£ )
onal careey,

amongst the latest acts of his p fe:;l
daclared himself (in the official books) a sanvert fo
the Aumane system of non-resiyaint aild non-secite
sion, The system was found to work admirably,
and a most decided improvement occurred, more
especially in the refractory wards, More than
four months having ela; , and no
occurred to shake my confidence as to com-
plete utility and practicability of the measure—
the sttendants, moreover, having quietly fullen
into the habit of increased attention required
ynder the disuse of seclysion—I addsessed
second letter on the subject to the Genq'#
Qumdﬂnnoud holden in January, as follows ;:—
“ n immtie Asylum, Jan. 2, 1842,
# Gentlemen,—I feel it to be a duty I.owe to
the board 1o comymunicate to them the result of
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the qxpmm riment, :hhich I :;ndertoo"h p:::ﬁ?:bkx; four
months since, with regard to the ility of
ing C. A. without a further continuance
of solitary confinement ; and I have great plea-
sure in being able to state that success, even be-
yond my most sanguine expectations, has at-
tended the attempt. The moral condition of this
ient has been gradually improving ever since
release from seclusion, without & single in-
stance of its repetition; and, after a few out-
breaks in the commencement of the change in
. her treatment, she has become tractable, good-
_ matured, sensible of kindness, conscious of appro-
bation, accompanies her attendant in walks into
the country or on business with the shops in the
town, and mixes harmlesaly and happily with the
other patients at their monthly tea-drinkings
.and dances. Ihave also great pleasure in stating
further, that my experiment of abolishing altos
gether sqlitary o ent in this institution,
undertaken at the same period as the experiment
with C. A, has proved equally s ; and
the ext i improvement which has fol-
lowed in the good order of the north galleries,
remarked upon by the official visitors and by
confirms my belief that this i
safely and, I wrust, advantageously in-
uced into other asylums, as an accompani-
ment and part of the humane system of the dis-
use of instruments—a system now in the oourse
of being adopted throughout the kingdom.
¢ I remain, gentlemen,
“ Your respectful and obedient servant,
Wx. Surra, House-s .

s Ethe General Board of the Lincoln Lunatic

: to understsnd by Dr.
Nicholson’s assertion, *But in an evil hour he
abandoned his helm, and, since then, his vessel
has been unmanageable, and nothing but dis-
asters have _beﬁllen it,” &c.? I d ask Dr.
Nicholson, in ‘l:eh:; state ‘Ihlaft the asylum t:n
entering upon the duties of house-surgeon to the
Lincoln County Hospital in January, 1843}
‘Was not the i t in a tranquil, orderly,
and creditable condition, and “'wﬁ.l manned ”’
with humane and experienced attendants? And
further, did not the late Dr. Cookson (who had
been ons of the most strenuous opponents of the
humane system of non-restraint and non-
uulu..sion} vt{:it the hospital an the day of
election, for the express purpose of securing me
a vote, thereby proving the favourable opinion
he entertained of my management of the patients
in the asylum ? Did not my immediate successor,
Mr. Wm. Graham, out the system (intro-
duced by me) during the whole of his house-
surgeoncy? Has not Mr. Walsh, the present
house-surgeon, strictly adhered to the same sys-
tem? Did not the late Dr, W. D. Cookson, who
had been for ten years and a half physicien to
the asylum (and conse nent.l{‘:ore experienced
n himself ),

by far thnnﬂ:g: Nich me a
convert to thi system, after having care-
fully watched it:e;{)eny:it:ni If all thuem facts
can be proved, and, undoubtedly, a reférence to
the official books of the asylum would place the
matter beyond the probability of a doubt, what
beoo;nes of the position taken up by Dr. Nichol-
son

Dr. Nicholson further remarks, “The governors
of the Lincoln Asylum have erred in introducing
the ¢non-restraint system.” As a general rule of

practice, they have erred in prohibiting seclusion ;
and they have most grievously tted them-
selves in abolishing all classification.” Now,

g:cﬁcal experience of the habits of the insane
not been so extensive as my own), I must
beg to differ with him Zoto cwlo, and that too on
all the points at issue. The “non-restraint sys-
tem” has stood the test of ten years and a half's ez-
i:n‘a"u at Linooln, and, probably, in no institution

ve its merits been more severely tested than at

its

since its adoption, At Gartnavel, near Glasgow,
a noble asylum has been erected, with the ex-
press intention, on the part of its directors,
¢ that no bodily mechanical restraint shall ever be
used init’’ (I quote from the Fourth Report of
Dr. Conolly, 174) ; and under the able ma-
nagement of its talented physician, Dr. William
Hutchison, that intention has hitherto been most
strictly adhered to. I might mention the NortA-
ampton General Lunatic Asylum, the Gloucester,
and many other large and well-conducted public
hospitals for the insane, where the system has
been for several years in succeseful operation; in
fact, there is not a single establishment (to the
best of my knowledge) where the system, once
ﬁiﬂ{ set In operation, has ever been abandoged ;
and I feel that confidence in the moral firmness
of the Lincoln governors, that they will not per-
mit a system which has conferred so many
benefits upon the insane to be strangled at its
fountain head. I would further remark, that the
operation of the “humane system’’ has not
stopped at this point; the Aistory of the Royal
Hospital of Bothlem, of Wahefield, Nottingham, and

othey public hematic Aospitals, has clearly de-

visionary,
whilst others, sven still more inoonsistent,
adopled the practioe, whilst tAey faintly contestod the

theory. .
On refeveneeto the Physicitns’ Report of Beth-

lem Hospital for the year 1845, 11 and
12, I find the following remarks:—** t pains
have been ‘to veduee the ratio of re-

straint as far as ible, eomptﬁblgovilh the
safety of the patients, and those about them.
The proportion, which appeared in the last

to have been—
In1889 .. 11 In1842 .. 3
1840 .. 13j¢ 1843 .. 34
1841 9 1844 .. 13§

stands in the year 1845 at 1§

No instance whatever of suicide has occurred
during the year, nor have any cases arisen which
bave renderedinquests necessary—a circumstance
peculiarly satisfactory to the officers of a ?ublic
istitution.”” The ¢ non-restraint system” has
even gone & step farther, for, by means of the
free and animated discussions which took
place in the medical journals, it has tended
to disabuse the public mind relative ‘“‘to the
popukr.bdiafc'n the ungovernable ferocity of the
tnsane,”’ —a % encouraged by persons more
studious of their own ease and cnjoby’mnw than that
of the patients intrusted to their care ;”* it Aas
tended very materially to correct such prejudices,
and their evil conssquences, * by opening examples
of a milder management to the inspection of society,
whicA Aas a deep personal concern in the mild or
Aarsh treatment of a complaint whicA may affect
any, either personally or through relatives and
JSriends ;" it has banished from the wards of our
well-regulated lunatic hospitals thoss diabolical and
Slth-engendering oontrivances termed restraint-
chairs, wherein formerly might have been seen un-
patients strapped down in rows (kiks cattle at

g or malafactors in the pillory), deprived

of the alightest motion of their cra extremities,
i attending to the calls of nature,

and thus (of necessity) rendered drivellers and
loathsome objects to every one about them! Is Dr.
Nicholson desirous of reviving the horrors and
atrocities of old Bedlam and the York Asylum?

With reference to * non-seclusion’ Dr. Nichol-"

son is merely reiterating one of the vapid com-
plaints of the Commissioners in Lunacy, who re-
mark, *There is no room where a violent patient
can be secluded.” The governors of the Lincoln
Asylum, in their counter-statement, observe :—
¢ If by seclusion the two visiting commissioners
mean ¢ solitary confinement,” it should be ob-
served that such rooms formerly existed, and

—_ ]
have been intentionally abolished; the violence
of patients is now readily controlled by the
watchfulness of attendants, rendering solitary
confinement totally unnecessary. The Lincoln
board prides itself upon the abolition of seclusion
as a means of oonttol.eouldmna‘:hh m&::vo-
ment as next ’:ﬂi:xﬁmoe t0 aboli of
instrumental t; requiring, indeed, like
the former improvement, a liberal supply of
attendants not distracted by other employ-
ments.”

In consequence of the length to which these
observations have extended, I am oomllul to
cut short the present paper. Should editor,
however, permit me e for another comimugi-
cation, it will be my object to discuss, as ‘triefly
as possible, the ts of Dr. Nicholsba
relative to the motives of thé governors *in
abelishing all classification of the patients,” and
to offer a few remarks relative to the cases of the
late John Cottingbam and Dixon.

King-street, Belper, Deo. 15.

CASE OF BURN.—DEATH.
Communicated by JOHN COGHLAN, M.D., Wezford.
On the 20th ult,, about ten o’clock at night, &
servant maid discovered a fire in the top of a
workshop, five stories high, at the rear of the
dwellingehouse of the respectable firm of Jones
and Sons, cabinet-makers, of Wexford. She

; | immediately gave the alarm, when two

8

B oo s monntod the s, the
e workshop and moun! stair, g
A "yeached tho

?r:rtil:r taking tl)::n'lndtill they e
o story; w secing some shavings om
fire, he sto; Y to throw over them a table-top,

which lay m! the way. The elder, in the mean
time, ran up the la which led to the top,
where the fire originated, and had only time to
be fairly up, when the younger brother, who fol-
lowed, him groan, rushed through the
smoke to where he was, and found him- 1

his father. Shortly afterwards Dr.
I saw him, and found his faoce,
the nose, tip of the e, and side of the neck
superficially burned ; his hands and half up the
forearms completely denuded of cuticle. On
taking off his clothes, we found one shoulderapd
gide, the arms, hips, thighs, and legs, to -the
ankles, extensivel i of
different degrees o k:lv;rit » thou, prke
were not even mar) y fire, t sli on
the cuffs of his coat. Whenw:‘::shimhehd
recovered consciousness, but conld give no ace
count of what occurred after his gomtghup.‘tho
ladder. In the progress of the case there was
nothing unusual ; the parts were dressed

raw cotton, and he recovered from the state of
collapse under the use of mild stimulants. On
the following day we found him blind, from
effusion under the unctival covering of the
cornee, and with bronchitis ocoupying both sides
of his chest. The bronchitis increased and ter-
minated his existence on Wednesday last, the
eleventh day from the receipt of the injuries,
The fire, I should mention, originated (th
know not how) among ﬁghdggacked ,
shavings, and was got undet without extend;
beyond them. el
ow, the points in the case which I find diffie
cult of explanation are,—First, how he became
so suddenly asphyxyated; the evidence of his
brother, father, and servant, going to.prove that
he was not twenty seconds in the room, and his
brother, whofollowed immediately after, escaping

arising from, perhaps, damp shavings
canse of the mischict but, then,
account for his being burned in patches, and so
deeply, in 80 short a time, for there was a patch
on his shoulder as large as the hand, bumned to
the third degree of Dupuytren atjonat, .
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"BUCCESSFUL FORCEPS CASE UNDER
THE INFLUENCE OF CHLOROFORM.
By ALEXANDER TY(ER, M.D.L., K.and QC.PI,

o Lecturer or: Midwifery, &ec.

Mrs. M., residing in Bishop-street, Dublin, aged
35, mother of scven children, all born naturally,
and now alive ; once had twins; former labours
averaging from ten to twelve hours in duration;
ohildren large, and the heads considerably elon-

ted when born. First complained of puains in

er back on Saturday evening, the 18th of Dec.,
- 1847, accompanied with a bloody mucous show.
-Uterine action did not set in brisk until next
.evening, When Mr. Dormer first saw her, at
-two A.M. on Monday morning, the os uteri was
*dilated to the size of a shilling; at six A.w. it
“was 88 large as a crownpiece; when, being satis-
fled that the head presented, he ruptured the
membyanes and allowed a large quantity of
liquor amnii to escape. Some hours afterwards
he administered the secale cornutum, with the
desired effect of exciting powerful uterine action,
which continued with little intermission until
three P.x., when I was requested to see her, On
examination I found the tgmting ﬂan high
up, cocupying the brim of the pelvis, where, Mr,
Dormer informed me, it had been for several
‘hours without any advance being made. Her
pulse was 110 ; tongue foul ; expression of coun-
tenance anxious. 1 deferred interfering for an-
other hour, when, finding that in the meaan time
no advance had been made, altheugh the pains
were constant and scvere, I decided on delivering
- with the forceps, the woman’s condition being
evidently worse, and requiring speedy relief.
8he was previous to the operation put under the
influence of chloroform, and whilst insensible I
delivered her safely of a large female child, alive.
‘Yhe soporific effects of the chloroform continued
for twenty minutes after, until the placenta was
expelled by the contractions of the uterus, as-
sisted by the firm pressure of the hand over the
: fundus, 8oon after she rccovered her senses,
-but was totally unaware of what had passed.
This weman had been in bad health for some
monthe back, and when her labour supervened
was enlyrecovering from the prevailing epidemic,
influensa,

A NEW INSTRUMENT FOR THE INHA-
LATION OF THE VAPOUR OF CHLO-
ROFORM.

lavented by C. §TOKES, Esq., Dental Surgeon, M.R.C.8.

The very general use of the vapour of chloro-

. form ag an anwsthetic agent has induced mc to

turn my attention to the construction of an in-

_atryment in which should be combined the ad-

vantages of facility in application and certainty
of effect.

It is an obg(l:ction. practically well founded,
that, when chloroform is administered through
the medium of a piece of linen or a sponge, con-
tact with the skin is almost unavoidable, in which
gase it produces vesication, a result sufficiently
disadvantageous to warrant the adoption of a
different method, csdpccinlly if it shall be found
to possess all the advantages of the simple mode
of application originally proposcd by Dr. Simp-
son, without the inconvenience already men-

ioned as of frequent occurrence in the use of
is otherwise invaluable agent. The following

description of the instrument will sufficiently ex-
in the general construction and action of this
trument ;—

4. Metal bax for the introduction of @ sponge,
™ Pong

which is retained between two perforated
metal plates.

B, The opening in the box through which the
chloroform is poured; this is closed by a
revolving slide.

C. A valve admitting the air for respiration.

D, ‘The valve for expiration.

E. Chamber for enclosing the mouth and nose. (a)

For the convenience of portability, the cham-
ber for the nose and mouth can be detached at
will by unscrewing it at its junction with the ap-
paratus,

65, Lower Brook-strect.

THE STATUS OF THE MEDICAL PRO-
FESSION CONSIDERED IN CONNEC-
TION WITH ITS EDUCATIONAL
SYSTEM.

By P. BRADY, M.R.C.8.L.

It may be regarded, I think, as an axiomatic
truth, that the respectability of a profession is
closely connected with the intellectual attain-
ments of its members; and, when we consider
the present status of the medical profession, this
truth becomes very clearly manifested. It must
be acknowledged that the profession, in this
country at least, has never been at a lower ebb
in general estimation than that to which it has
now receded ; and a very little reflection will, I
believe, enabic us to trace the chief cause of its
dcgradation to the rapid increase of a class of
members whose education, moral and intellec-
tual, by no means adapts them for its pursuits.
If this be a just premise, it must be granted that
the subject becomes one of grave importance to
the well-being of the profession; but, exclusive
of this somewhat sclfish consideration, it is one
in which the intcrest of the whole community is
deeply involved. The education of those to
whom the public health is intrusted becomes a
matter of momentous interest to all, and the first-
object of those who aim at improving the status
of the profession should be directed to the
awakening of this great truth in the public
mind,

The routine of a medical education and the
possession of a diploma is too often regarded as a
guarantee for the knowledge of its possessor,
and, ignorant of the facility with which the
diploma may have been procured, or of its in-
trinsic value, his fia¢ of life and death is received
with boundless confidence in his diplomatic au-
thority. But, under the system which has
hitherto been adopted by most of the medical
colleges and universities of these countries, it
must be granted, however painful the reflection,
that numbers are annually installed with diplo-
matic honours whose capacity to undertake the
important and highly responsible duties of the
profession is indeed extremely limited. I have
often been struck with astonishment at the ap-
parent unconsciousness of moral obligation with
which some practitioners undertake the treat-
ment of the most serious diseases., A short time
ago a medical friend informed me that he was
requested by a tradesman’s wife to visit her hus-
band, who, as he afterwards ascertaincd, had
been under the care of another practitioner. He
found the man labouring under a severe attack
of acute pericarditis, but refused to interfere in
the case, except in consultation with the gentle-
man then attending. An intervicw was the
result, and my friend ascertained that the case
was treated as one of ‘fleurisy; but the gentle-
man attending stated that he had a general
aversion to bleeding, and could sce no indication
for it in that instance! My friend informed him
that he considered the man in imminent danger,
that he ghould advisc blecding largely, and mer-
curializing as speedily as possible, to which he
reluctantly assented, and the diseace, under this
treatment, soon showed symptoms of subjuga-
tion. Another practitioner, who consulted me
on a case in which the first stage of labour was

(2) Designed b%yiMir: ‘ligk-sley,_dﬁMarguet-
street.

protracted beyond thirty hours, from rigidity of
the os uteri, in a strong and plethoric patient, was
evidently surprised when I recommended the
use of the lancet, never having heard of its ap-
plication to such cases ! And the same practi-
tioner, relating a case of concussion of the brain
accompanied with blecding from the ear, with
an assumed pride of anatomical accuracy, in-
formed me that the bleeding in such cases
always proceeded from the middle meningeal
artery! He requested that I should examine the
case ; and, on doing 80, I found that the patient, a
man of sanguine temperament, had a fall, from
which the brain was very slightly concussed ; no
stupor supervened, and the oozing of blood,
which hnd been very trifling, in all probability
had exuded from a ruptured vessel of the mucous
membrane, The patient completely recovered
in a few days. .
These, unfortunately, are not isolated in-
stances. It is a melancholy truth, that they
might be repeated ad infinitum, affording pictures

"which exhibit in strong colours the degraded

condition to which the profession has been re-
duced under its t educationat system. It
cannot be denied, however, that it can boast,
even under its present unfavourable auspices, of
numerous scions of a better stock—men who cul-
tivate the noble science of their adoption with a
diligence not merely inspired by an obedience to
the moral obligations it entails, but imbued with
a love of science for science’ sake, and a genuine
desire for its advancement; but, alas! such men
are not unfrequently found in its humbler grades,
while the paths of popular fame and emolurhent
are lorded over by those whohave no other claim
to their standing than that derived from the
fiimsy badge of some venal corporation. These
are harsh truths, but truths which, nevertheless,
few will have the hardihood to disavow; and it is
only by their frequent repetition that the at-
tention of the constituted authorities will be
aroused to their consideration.

In eral, medical affuirs are so little re
garded by the lay portion of societé,othat, onthei
introduction in’ the House of Commons, 'the
benches became speedily vacated; but, should
our shores be visited by a dangerous cpidemic,
this criminal indifference to a subject so in-
timately connected with the best interests of
society soon changes to excessive zeal. The ma-
chinery of the State is set in motion—a vigorous
quarantine is enacted, local boards are formed,
cesspools are baled out, sewers are cleansed, the
public mind is in a fever of commotion, for a de-
monstrative danger is presented to it. From the
peer to the peasant, all are on the gui vive; the

ress labours with communications on the sub-
ject, and it becomes a prominent topic for leaders
and pamphlets. Every essay at the introduetion
of a remedy or preventive is hailed with pas-
sionate enthusiasmn, and the medical man be-
comes, for the time, the most important mem‘ber
of the community. But all this hubbub subgides
with the pernicious influence of the epidemic—
the evil is soon forgotten. Boards of health are
dissolved, the press is soon occupied with matters
of more immediate interest, and the moment a
clean bill of health is scnted, with reference
to the epidemic, * the doctor” dwindles iirto his

uondam insignificance. In vain is it representcd
that, owing to the decline of indigenous dis-
orders during the prevalence of thee) idemto, the
average mortality is, after all, but little increased.
Fevers, organic inflammation, disorders of the
urinary and digestive systems, consamption, in-
sanity, and the host of diseases which anrually
decimate the population of these ecountries, are
so frcquently exhibited to the public eye
that thcy are regarded with comparative in-
difference, and are willingly resigned to
the management of the innumerable practi-
tioners of the healing art who are scattered about
every town and village. Few take the téouble
to inquire how and whence the diploma has been
procured which confers on its g?;sessorr % legal
right to treat those formidable diseases which it
will often baffle the efforts of the most cultivated
intellects and the most superior powers of 'judg-
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ment even to diagnase correctly. Why should
the public, even allowing them the capability,
- take the trouble to inquire into the actual merits
of those who have already undergone the ordeal
of an examination before some legally-constituted
-body, and who, perhaps, apgeu amongst them
decorated with. the insignia of some royal college
or university }

To the mass of the people, the comparative
merits of the members of the medical profession
is shrouded in impenetrable mystery ; and some
lucky chance, aided by a well- disciplined tact,
will often elevate the most ignorant practitioner
10 the summit of public favour, whilst he who
has, perhaps, for years devoted his best energies
to the ‘attainment of professional knowledge is
left ta sieken over hilplﬁghted hopes, unnoticed
anil‘ unknown ! ‘

,Ia it not an nndeniable fact that some diplomas,
althopgh ing high in public estimation,
Aafford no real that their possessors are
.capable of administering even a dose of calomel

propricty? Is it not an unquestionable

tryth that many are snnually dubbed with the
sagpellatives of “dogtor’” and “ surgeon” who
9% a8 little acquainted with anatomy or the
«« Pringiples of medicine as the veriest t}mck who
| sgathers hia. simples under some special lunar in-
\ ce, in, order ta ensure their potency? These
Amportant truths must be prominently set forth

;. if ' we would enlist the services either of the Ga-
.Fyernment, the people, or the press in the cause

. :of medical reform, which reform, whatever the

e

A

. .Lheracter of the superstructure, must have for
its hasis a well.wraught system of moral and in~

.- tellectual culture, :
. .1 But in order to effect this the most strenuous

.and untiring effusts will be required ; the diffi-
«nlties to be surmounted are manifold ; there is
10 copcealing the fact, The chartered councils.

i ‘Bave a double interest in maintaining a bese
conservatism, with reference to the educational
"Tis true we have numerous hospitals,

(>} . o
/W.Eere every facility is afforded for witnesst
. disease in all its

protean forms, many very w

. conducted schoals, and some able and eloguent
Jtaachers; but while the seeds of knowledge,
. session after session, are thus lavishly strewn,

. «alas! how qften do they fall on ground incapable

..of yffording them efficient nurture! The mind,
. -6ven when industriously exerted, will often.
~vainly endeavour to acquire a knowledge of the

-+ gtt of medicine, connected as it is with so many

.

. sciences, whose powers of thought,
.+ memory, and judgment have not been perfected
-by a judicious tralning in mathematics, physics,

. and mental philosophy ; but the mind, whose
.morel .as well ag mental culture has been
ted, reckless of consequences and hecdless

-of xes; ibility, will not be exerted at all; and,
with the exception of a superficial smattering,
which is worse than valueless, will be as vacant
-at the end of the chapter as it was at the

hegu'mmg.
- No doubt the plethoric exchequers of certain
.eorporations would be rapidly reduced by the
adoption of -a severe code ; and this may be one
- veason for the liberality of the examining board.
But another reason for their facile admission of
-members may-be found in the dread of the
men whose professional knowledge

mom. ism
: d'be based on a sound preliminary educas,

tion. -'here is little chance of their being over-
“topped by the ambition of students, who spend
their morpings drinking soda-water and their
evenings at the salle de danse ; who, during their
oceasional visits to hospitals, imbibe more of
s half-and-half’’ than of the art of healing ;
who glean their smattering of anatomy from the
: 4 picture-books”’ of the day, and their thera-
» peutics from the Pharmacopeia; and who are at
1 P:ngth licked into the presence of the examiners

‘.. by the indefatigable exertions of the grinder. I

-+..; mwet not be understood to affirm that all medical

. students pursue this unworthy course; I sin-

+, gezely hape that those who do so are the excep-

- tipms to the rule ; it cannst, however, be denied
«;thet. the instances are numerous in which ad-
‘vantage is taken of the facilities ‘afforded for

entering the profession, after the most superficiul
and desultory educational course, and too often
with a profound ignorance of even the first
principles of the art. After this mode are
licensed those traders on public credulity whose
derogatory conduct has reduced the profession
to its present contemptible level, Imbued with
a consciousness of their own inferiority, they
descend to the meanest tricks to obtain a popu-
larity which they cannot coramand by aay
hcnourable means, Such men lose no oppor-
tunity of depreciating a brother practitioner in
public estimation. When invited to send in a
tender for medical attendance on a society or
cluh, their object is not to consider what lt:y be
a fair remuneration for their services, under the
circumstances, but what sum may possibly be a
shilling or si:lg:nce beloafhe tenders ot"&hhei.r
opponents in this disgraceful competition. at
boganit to complain of the wretched status of
medical officers in the public service, whea
numbers of these professional hydras are ever
ing to receive them ? What grounds have
the union medical officers to expect an ame-
liorated position, whilst it may be said to them—
“Gentlemen, we have no desire to prees the
sitnations on you; there are many who will oom-
sider the salaries sufficiently remunerative”! I
donotmean to discourage the nianly efforts of thoee
highly deserving gentlemen whoformthe mejority
of the union medical officers, to amend their
present anomalous positions ; on the contrary,
would that any argument I could advance
would tond ta sdd incrcased energy to their
efforts. Every member of the community must
have an intcrest in the honest and efficient
working of the poor-laws, from the Government
which framed them, to the humblest recipient of
the public bounty. The laws of England are
proverbially founded on the highest principles of
Justice, and her institutions grounded on the
purest philanthropy ; but tho noblest plans,
and best-wrought purposes, are not unfrequently
ruined by those who are intrusted to carry out
their details; of this fact the working of the
ent system of poor-laws affords striking evi-
me. How vain would have been the zichly-
elaborated fancies of a Milton or a Shakspere, if
the pen refused to catch the evanescent thought,
and fix it for ever upon the adamantine tablets
of Fame! How vain would have been the glo-
rious creative efforts of the architectural genius
of former ages, had there been no trusty hands
to rear the column, to curve the frieze, and em-
body the sublime coneeptions of the architect in
works whose exquisite perfection is calculated ta
awaken the ambition, while it excites the ad-
miration of succeeding ages! Whilst we con-
template thase beautcous structures, we are
rapt in astonishment and delight; but in
the eyes of all, how trifling should they be com-
puecf vn‘thl the mor?l} m:e‘?t‘ga vg;ich is baied
on principles promulga e Almight
Arc itectpof dge Universe, ax’x’d of which thz
details alone are left in our hands | Such is the
fabric of the present poor-law, based on the
heaven-created principles of Charity and good
will—to feed the hungry, to clothe the nakeg‘,m ta
heal the sick, are the objects it has in view ; but
are these objects efficiently carried out in its
working, or are théy not rather too frequently
rendered a mere mockery and delusion; whilst
the framers of the law, satisfied with the for-
mality of its construction, patiently witness its
divine gri.nciplec sacrificed to a debasing
economy? It was never intended that the medi-
cal officers under the system, while they contri-
buted to the support of the law in an equal ratio
with other members of the community, should,
in addition, give up the professional services on
which they are themselves dependent, without
a fair remuneration. There are, doubtless, many
individuals amongst the medical attendants on
the poor who refuse to regard the amount of their
pay in the performance of their onerous but in-
teresting duties ; but, unfortunately, we are not
all moral philosaphers!—and, unfartunately,
also, the pecuniary circumstances of the great
majority render it physically impossible on sheir

Entsto fulfil, with justice to the poor, their
ighly responsiblc duties; and thus one of the
most important departments of the system is left
for its successful issue to the effects of chance !
It can hardly be doubted that a due exposition
of this monstrous evil will awaken the authori-
tiutotheneoeuit‘yfor iumdxwmmmdl:hu%
dangerous spirit of parsimony no longer
permitted tl; counteract the highest objeots of
thelaw. But, whilst we agitate for the redross
of particulas grievances, we must not p;lw
of the great fact, that tha siatue of the
will for its adyancement mainly on a ve-
modelling of the educstional system (a). Letit
be once acknowledged that the sauso we advesate
out i which yvery wabgeet of the semin 1 il
onein whi } s witally
interested, and the first eficiens move will have
burmed urouigh the &igebn ebies o eveTaption
turned through the Augeen oa of sorrupt
and rottennese—the chartered - medieal ingtitu-
tions. The aystem of injerest and fewesmitism
which i::;ﬁnbly obtsiue in the-alestion of phy-
sicians surgeons to hospitaly, i
&c., 10 the exalusion of red) masit, -u:zhtho-
s

.lished. We often hear

SXREDSAIRY "
¢ the tortoise ot which tha ant of med
advances, but the wendaer eonses, when.we withess
the hanours and emoluments of the profession
conferred on the protigeés of tha pe and in-
fluential, while intellosts. of the highset erdernot
unirequently decline the hopeless amd igmo-
minious oontests. In eweny such atyosous
instance an effective check ia givan o she sgyings
of acience ; and yet such flagrant jobs have be-
come so familiar, {rom, their fraquant perpatra-
tion, that they ace regarded wiih little. more $han
ur::ing comment or & hasty censure.. ;. !
us, then, unceasingly agitata for the re-
moval of the numerous and gaoss abuses under
which the profession labours.:. let us, by. the
perpetual expasition of oux grievances, eagdea-
vour to colist the sympathies of the publia,-and
tha servioes of the publie presa vopeting
thair redress ; but, abovaali duwvht g Bever
forget that all efforts must be. § and ingffec-
tive which are unamonmom& by thoss, two
essential requisites—unanimity of opinien-epg co-
operation in action.
: ety

FREE HOSPITAL OPERATIONS.

[We extract the following from the Murning
Herald of Wednegdsy. Similar things haye been
prepared for, and published in, the other morn-
ing journals. The circumstances wilt be appre-
ciated without any comment from us.—Ebp:

Tue Royar Free Hoserrar.—Paincess Ope-
raTIoNs,.—We were yesterday invited to witness
some_operations at the Royal Free Hospital,
Gray's-inn-road, fox thwurpoaé of testing the
comparative merits of chloroform and ether va-

ur. Considerable intercst was felt by the me-

ical public, from the circumstance of one of the
operations to be performed being novel to this
country—namely, the removal of a 08
calcis and astragulus, the bones which form the
heel portion of the foot. Mr. Thomas Wikley,
jun., was the operator in all the cases, and the
anwmsthetical ngents were administered by Mr.
Robinsan, of Gower-street, with his newly-in-
vented apparatus. Tho first case was ane of
strabismus, or squinting, in which the cure is
effected by the division of certain muscles of the
eye. Thepatient readily inhaled the chloroform,
and after some spasmodic twitching of the limbs
a state of coma was produced, and he remained
perfectly passive and quiescent under the hands

(a) While condemning the systems of medical
education, and the facile modes of examination

nerally adopted in these countries, it is but
ﬁr to add. that there a¥e a few exceptions,
amongst which the University of London stands
prominently forward, If the system pursued by
this university werc generally adapted, medicin
88 anart, would soan aceupy & mare A

Id
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of the operator. The lower eye-lid was now | Erasmus Wilson, Mr, Gay, Dr. Marsden, Dr. | selves; and I do not believe the members -
drawn down, two or three alight cuts were made | Bolton, Mr, Childs, Mr.  Wakley, M.P., Mr. | rally trouble their heads about it. When I was
with the knife, and in half a minute the opera- | Churchill, Mr. Douglas Jerrold, Mr, Robinson, | president, and had to admita g man a8 &
tion was over, the value of the chloroform in this | Mr. Bullock, Mr. member, I said to him, *‘In addition to such

case being shown by the complete insensibilit;
of the e{e'to.t:g the facility which it c:mequeml;
) in makinq the necessary
water over the

was very mmuch exeied, snd, e o
s much excited, and, after two
6r thr inhalations, vehemangxpromted against
the ogzugonto proeoﬂ b:{iith. '1;h;- was
partly owing to nervous irritability, an partl
to having a short time previomlyy taken som{
brandy, which had been injudiciously given to
her to sustain her courage. She then became
sick, which appeared to relieve her, and Mr,
Robinson having explained the object with which
the chloroform was and what its
effects would be, she expressed her willingness
to try it again, and after inhaling for three or
four minutes she became insensible, The tumour
Was now very dexterously and rapidly removed
by Mr, W » not more than an ounce of
blood having been 1ost, and the tient was then
e, ey, S e
. ns of gra complain
lassitude, expressed a wish to lie dow:x:, and was
removed to one of the hospital beds. On ques-
quitennol::acimn t the tumou ?ed;zg;"ed
mour ha re-
moved ; she felt no pain, but complained of weak-

ness and ion of spirits. She also stated
that she was frightened at the number of gentle-
e was surrounded, and felt no

moval of a portion of the foot. The patient, a
man apparently thirty-five years old, and of a
delicate scrofulous babit, had been attacked with
caries oftheb_onel forming the heel, and had
strenuoualy resisted amputation of the leg, which
bis ior: Mo, Wabtey spen % meens of seving
. . e, the re-
moval otthodueugd.ionu, oo':gh.ich the patient
assented. He exhibited t nerve and deter-
mination, and, after sh: ing hands with Mr.
Wakley, stretched himself upon the couch, and
commenced inhaling ﬁtl;lﬁrm igour, ‘He was
s00n 1n a state of insensibility, and the operation
commenced. It would be out of place in a non-
medical publication to detail the difficult and
complicated process by which the bones of the
heel were laid bare, and detached from their
articulation with the ancle joint; but when it is
; that the whole weight of the body is
sustained by this single joint, which possesses at
once great pliancy and ‘enormous strength, the
wnuon will a.p&eu sufficiently formidable.
ﬁ.ﬁ"“.ﬁﬁl’ﬁ'& oaction ot the o (the large

; a on e tibia (the
bone of the leg)hnsoﬁenmoved to make an
even surface, the divided vessels were taken up,
the flaps turned down, and secured with fifteen
sutures, and the whale operation terminated in
twenty-five minutes from the time the patient
had commenced inhaling. The loss of blood was
between, four and five ounces; and the &tﬁent,
ofi recovering again, shook hands with the sur-
m, and appeared in high spirits on finding
hat all was over. The last case was an opera-
tion for fistula, in which the vapour of ether was
::ﬁuteu;d. and the ;}emlt in ::”ul instance was
ly satisfactory., Nothing d exceed the
coolness, precision, and despatch with which Mr,
Wlklmmed the several operations we
have , and the medical gentlemen pre-
sent expressed themselves hi hly gratified and
interested by what they had witnessed. The
impression appeared to be in favour of
chloroform ; but it is evidently an agent of much
srepter power than ether, and requires consi-
erable care and caytion in its administration.
Among the gentlemen present we observed My,

iott, &c.

EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE SE-
LECT COMMITTEE ON MEDICAL
LEGISLATION.

(8Sir Benjamin Collins Brodie, Bart.,, F.R.S.,

Examined.)
(Continued from page 204.)

Tre New Cnarrer or THE CorrEcE.—I
strongly approve of the new charter that was
granted to the College of Surgeons in 1843; I
think it works well. However, the mode of
electing members of the council is awkward.

EvrecrioN or MExBERS OF THE CoUNOIL.—I
will describe that mode. The fellows may be
nominated in succession according to seniority ;
and if a fellow be nominated and not elected on
one election he may be proposed at a subsequent
election, but if he be not then elected he is in-
eligible altogether. If he be not elected on the
second nomination he is ineligible for ever.
‘Whatever may have beerr his discoveries or his
reputation he is for ever excluded from the
council. Ithink it would bebetter if there were
no restrictions of that kind upon the election.
I do not think that restriction in practice does
any great harm, but I think it is not good in
principle. It would not be well for the repu-
tation of the college that a man of great Sh-
tinction and acquirements should not be elected
as a member of the council ; but I think that
the period at which an individual would be pro-

aocording to seniority is so late that his
talents must be known. Any person adapted to
take a prominent position in his profession will
have shown his ability before he is forty years of
age. I approve of the principle of seniority in
the election of members of the council. I think
on the whole it is better that they should be
seniors : that it keeps up the character of the
college. Though I it better that indi-
viduals should be allowed to employ their own
practitioners, I do not think that those who elect
the council of the college should have the free
choice of electing either young or old; it would
be better to elect the seniors. Under the old
charter they were not compelled to elect
seniors ; they might elect anybody. That John

Hunter was elected to the council before his

death I do not know; Sir Astley Cooper was

not till a late period; the rule of seniority was
attended to; but I think, in general, persons
come into the council soon enough.

DirreRENCE oF ExaxMiNaTIONS BETWEEN FEL-
Lows AND MEMBERS.—I said that the require-
ments from candidates now are of a higher order
than formerly; what constitutes the essential
difference between the examination of fellows
and of members is, the fellows are examined in
minute anatomy, and in physiology, and in
scientific pathology, besides being examined in
practice ; the examination for the fellowship is
a very extensive one, and all in writing. If we
adopted the same examination, or required the
same qualification from the members, it could
not be complied with by those who are seeking
for the diploma of the college at the age of
twenty-one, or at the age of twenty-two: it
would supersede practical study, which, after
all, is of more importance to them any-
thing else. The fellows are required to have
such a knowledge as persons onght to have who
are to be teachers. Bince the charter has been
in operation, in the first two examinations, in
December 1844 and April 1845, there were
thirty-nine examined ; what number have been
examined since I do not know, but a great
many ; but for the young men the time is hardly
come yet, because many are waiting till they at-
tain twenty-five. I donotthink that practically
itinjures the reputation of the members that the
public should be informed that there is a body of

men bel to the same college who have
undergone a hi examination than -

rivileges a8 you now have as member, you
vee&.ia prizil : if you will continue to
improve yo while you are in practice,
you may come up at the end of so many
years without any further professional study
m the schools, and may be admitted to the
fellowship;” and I am led to believe that
that has induced many young men to aspire
to the higher distinction. To young men who
were studying midwifery there was a bar to
their being elected to the council, unless they dis-
continue it, They must discontinue the prac-

tice of midwi or pl before they
can be admitted to the council. I do not know
that I approve of that ent with

to midwifery, but with regard to pharmacy I do.
I think it important that persons should leave off
practising pharmacy before they can be :ﬂuntd
to the council ; and I do not think that they
would be elected. I think it of ad to
that it should be kept to a certain extent
a distinct profession, To a certain extent i"::ﬁ
be kept distinct. A man may continue to
himself a surgeon, and yet not dispense medi-
cines, but almost u::ﬁeonwho is in ex-
tensive practice is occasionally consulted in what
may be called medical cases; but I should sxy
not to a great extent. If persons come to me in
strictly medical cases I send them away. If a
person comes with a complaint in his I
say, ‘‘ You had better go to Dr. A. or Dr. B,,or
some other physician.” 1 consider that the
range of knowledge is 80 extensive that no indi-
vidual can master the whole; and that if you
are to do any good you must have a
knowledge of the whole; but cultivate one
branch in particular. I do not saythat the edu-
cation should be the same, but that each mol
should in his education obtain a w-
ledge of the whole. I do not it is ne-
cessary for a physician to study all the minute
parts of anatomy,‘and I dé ‘not think it is ne-
for & surgeon to study physic as min!
as a physician ought to do, but I think that
should have a general knowledge of both
branches

OBJECTIONS AGAIXST A Siners FacuLrYe—
The education, as regards all the elemen
branches, should be the same in both cases. :
stated that I feared that if the profession were
to consist of only one faculty, the higher de-
peartments of science would beneglected; use,
1f the whole profession be one faculty, the qua~
lification must be the very minimum; and &
think a young man, who begins prac at the
age of twenty-one, and who looks to obtaining a
livelihood at that age, is not so likely to advance
the science of the profession as one who is able
to continue his studies three or four years
longer, and is not called upon, from any neces-
sity, to obtain his immediate livelihood. But
there are exceptions to all rules ; I do not speak
of those men of superior talents and industry
t‘{::o (ﬁ‘:ﬁ ove:;‘ thsose and greﬁt difficulties. .::

urgeons we have a superior
inferior e8e\mliiication; but all are not content
with the inferior qualification. Many come up
for the higher one. That would be the case
if a single faculty were established, there
would be able men who would always desire to
obtain higher titles; but at the same time I
think it would prevent a good many highly edue
cated men going into the profession. e Col-
lege of Surgeons might at this moment in Eng-
land constitute a single faculty, and there is no
necessity for an individual g the College of
Physicians or Socicty of Apothecaries ; but, even
if tz:t single faculty were established, we should
not be without emulation, certainly. I think
the examination for the fellows should be such
a8 to prove that, if they are called upon so to do,
they are qualified to act as teachers; every hos-
pital surgeon is a teacher ; but a man may be an
excellent mﬁoqer without having that quali-
fication, might be many qualified men
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w 5 ing, i : ! itherto that in- hysicians, diplomas’ d
bt bitdario e e o v Bt 3i§§1&nd§:'§.e%:fum2“ﬁlmuy. i the | Eeoncen. f&m"fp:"mmp;m and those who

power to explain themselves perfectl{;
but they may prove their acquirements by
coming up for the fellowship, if they please, at
any period of their lives.

IXAMINATION oF MEmBERS.—It is our endea-
vour in our examination of the members to
secure to the public a competent body of prac-
titioners as surgeons in all the ordinary duties
‘which belong to the profession. We do not test
the capabilities of the candidates in any way
with d to operations, for the reason I men-
tioned just now, that there is a difficulty in
obtaining subjects ; butitis very desirable. We
do not require candidates to show that they have
been subject to examination at the bedside of the
sick. It would not be very desirable; I do not
think anything would come of it; I have read
that partof the bill, and I do not believe that it
would be practicable. I cannot conceive any
more severe check to the system of cramming
that could be imposed; it could not be car-
ried into practice. I cross-examined my own
students at the bedside; but in the hospitals
they would not allow me, by virtue of my office
@8 an examiner, to come and examine the stu-
dents at the bedside. If the law enforced it
they would not be compelled to submit : a hos-

ital belongs to the governors ; the management

vested to thaﬁovemon; that is, in the sub.
scribers to it. you took the hospital out of
the hands of the governors they would feel no
interest in it, and it would not be properly con-
ducted ; besides which, I think the best exami-
nation is but an imperfect test of knowledge;
and the great benefit of a curriculum is, that it
uires a certain time to be employed in study.

1 do not think that a single examination at the
bhedsides of patients would be much of a test.
Though the curriculum requires the devotion of
» certain portion of time to study, in many cases
that time is not in fact applied to study, but the
candidates make themselves competent to un-
dergo the examination by cramming. A check
can only be imposed by having a very good ex-

inati ‘

). B
How THE APOTEECARIES' EXAMINATION MIGHT
»8 InPRoveD,—The examinations which
place at Apothecaries’ Hall I would improve by
requiring that a certain number of those who
have been accustomed to teach in the medical
schools should be amongst the examiners, Under
that arrangement, examiners are often accused
of partiality at the examinations, but I do not
believe that there is any partiality; I do not
recollect any at our . I am aware that
objections have been raised ; there will be on all
occasions of that kind objections raised ; but at
the College of Surgeons great care is taken to
prevent partiality. The examiners never ex-
smine those persons who have been their own
ils in the various hospitals and schools, at the
ge of 8 . It was never the practice
in my time, Kven after I had resigned my office
of surgeon at St. George’s Hoefital, I never
examined St, George’s pupils. 1 will tgiva the
committee an answer at a future day, if they wish
it, on the subject of medical education, with a
view of rendering it more effectual by legislation,
Darecrs or TEE REeIsTRATION BILL.—With
reference to the bill before the House, I have
stated that I do not consider the mode of re-
gistration there suggested could be cairied into
efféct as to existing practitioners. Some persons
ought to be registered who, under that bill, would
1ot be registered, and some would be registered
who ought not to be r%:tered
Scorca Dzeerees.—The ol {"ection would ap-
ply to Schedule (C) in the bill if it was said,
“ A, B.degree granted by St. Andrew’s Uni-
versity ;"' at least it might apply there, or it
might not. It would a,;;& if there were a gen-
tleman practising here with a Berlin degree; he
might be a very well-qualified practitioner, and
he might have an extensive practice in the coun-
try, but he would not be included in this regis-
ter. If he had no other qualification than that
Berlin degree, he would not be included ; and
yet ho might be a great deal better qualified than

Edinburgh practitioners who have not obtained
a licence here in some sense practisc illegally.
According to the law, no man 1s a licensed shy-
sician in England who has not an Oxford or
Cambridge degree, or a licence of the College of
Physicians ; those .i)hyaicim to whom I allude
have not that qualification, therefore, nri,ct:ﬂ
they are not legally qualified; but your bi
would render those persons qualified, because
you allow any man who has un Edinburgh de-
gree to practise. The provision of the bill is,
that any person who is 1 y qualified to prac-
tise in any part of her Majesty’s dominions shall
be registered; that was the provision in the bill
of which I approved, and it is quite proper that
it should be e0; but what I meant to say is, that
there should be a discretionary power given to
those to whom the registration is confided, and
that discretionary power would be too much for
any individual to have.

'oreIGN DEegREEs.—I think if a gentleman
has got a degree from Paris, and he is resident
in any part of the country as a physician, and
conducts himself respectably there as a physician,
and is consulted by the people of the aeighbour-
hood, it ought to be out of the question to tell
him, *‘ You must go away, you must not prac-
tise,”” when he is allowed now to do so.
individual is practising surgery, though not a
member of the College of Surgeons, 1 consider
it would be very unjust to send him away and
not ul.low him to practise; in fact, he is a legal
practitioner already. If he held a diploma in
surgery from the University of Paris, and he had
been practising in England for a considerable
time, and had obtained repute and respectability
in the neighbourhood, it would be hard to ex-
clude him from the system of registration. Nay,
more, if he had not a diploma of any kind, bat
had been reccived by the public as a practitioner
in surgery, you should not turn him away, and
say, ** You shall not practise.” Some of our best
country surgeons are in that poeition. If a per-
son had a foreign diploma in surgery, that ob-
jection would still more apply. “igan individual

take | presented himself at our college, and produced

no other testimoniul than his character of re-
spectability in the neighbourhocod where he
practised, and the diploma of a foreign uni-
versity, I believe we should admit him upou a
foreign diploma for examination; but I will not
be certain. There is a discretion left to the
Court of Examiners. I think there have been
instances, but I will not say positively, in which
a on holding only such a diploma has been
itted to examination for the diploma of the
College of Surgeons. I cannot be positive that
such a case has fallen under our consideration.
Nox-u%m;:n Ab!-o'mxcumo.—lnl consider that
persons who have been practising only as apothe-
caries, and who have &en knowing{y violating
the.lnv::c{‘or a lonif l:lx;ies of years, ought to be
registered ; many oBe Are v roper
sons to practise, as merely from soege geel?:legt‘;
they have not been able to be examined by the
Co y of Apothecaries. Persons who have
not been medically educated at all ought not
to be allowed to practise, and ought not to be
included in_the register ; but if an Edinburgh
physician has been practising here as an
apothecary, and the Company of Apothecaries

-have never taken any measure to stop him, and

the public have received him as an apothecary,
it would be very hard upon the practitioner
himself, and his patients, to send him away, I
consider that he and all such ms ought
to be registered. Persons who have re-
ceived a good medical education, and who have
hitherto been allowed to praciise, ought not to
be excluded from the register. They ought to
be included in any system of registration that
was adopted. I would not object to make the
registration compulsory; it should be so,

ope oF ReaisTRATION.—It appears to me
that it would be much better to register
them according to their classes than accord-
ing 10 Schedule (C); those who have de-

{ an

belong to two classes might be pat in both
classes. A man may meet with an accident in
some country place, and he may look at this list
and send fora gentleman who may merely prac-
tise as an apothecary, or he may send for a phy-
sician, neither of w could answer his pur-
goue. The nl%habetiul list which he would
ave would enable him to refer to the names
all the 3unliﬁed practitioners in the town, an
he would then have an mnmity of teferrfﬁ
to the other of the ule, and he wo!
see at once the qualification which all ‘the
titioners ; Ido not think it wou
invidious to arrange the profession in clasben: p
man need not be ashamed of the class he belo
to; itis a very good and honourable
in all its parts. The members of the college
ought all to be classed as surgeons; I have no
objectio{:v to hevery u(ane p]::g pl::h down as I:e o‘ur-
eon. Wit to ysicians before
Eurgeom: ther;gysichm mn:ie older profession,
and they are quite welcome to thntmedmoe 80
Create any wnplossant seling o the mrmbors ot o
create any un t feeling if the members of the
g;ofension were arranged in classes, and it would
convenient to them all. I think it matters
very little whether the register gives the name of
the individual, and then states precisely what is
his qualification, and where he obtained it, and
what is the date of it or not; I do not attach
much importance to the form of the register,

GOSSIP OF THE WEEK,

‘Waz-orrice, Dec. 24.—4th Light Dragoons :
Assist.-Surg, John Reid, ﬁomlt“l?o Staff, to be
Assist.-Surg,, vice Mure, promoted in the 72nd
Foot, 11th Foot: Surg. John 8 Chap-
man, from the 63rd Foot, to be Surg., vice Dane,
who exchanges. 63rd Foot: Surg. Richard
Dane, M.D., from the 11th Foot, to be Surg.,
vice Chapman, who e 72nd Foot:
ﬁnli‘-t.-Surg. John Mblel“é M.

ight Dragoons, to urg,, vice Gra

fated to the 76th Foot. 7th Foot:  Burg,

ward William Gray, M.D., from the 72nd
Foot, to be Surg., vice Patrick Nicolson, M.D.,
who retires upon half-pay. — Hospital-Staff:
Local Deputy Inspector-General of Hospitals
Robert oore Peile, M.D., to be Deputy
Inspector-General of Hospitals; Deputy In-
spector - General of Hospitals Robert Mooxe
eile, M.D., to be Local Inspector-General of
Hospitals in Ireland ; John Robertson, M.D., to
be Assist.-Surg. to the Forces, vice Reid, ap-
pointed to the 4th Light Dragoons.

Arorngrcariss’ Havrr.—Gentlemen admitted
members on Dec. 23 :—Frederick George Har-
court, Ipswich; Peter Kn.ight, Augustus Gran
Thayer-street; Osbert Fishlake Cundy, Halkin-
street; Benjamin Button, Hopton, Suffolk ; and
Robert Stead Jones Smem,‘g » Cambridge.

Univeesity Corizee.—Mr,” James Syme,

ius Professor of Clinical 8 in the
University of Edinburgh, has been appointed by
the council to the chair of clinical surgery, va-
cant by the decease of the late Mr. Liston

ArPoiNTuENTS. — Philip Henry ,
Esq., li‘olzh’ h\zs been elected one oi'n the phy-
sicians e Worcester Dupeuux » inthe room
of Dr, Hasti xr:gneg;;w Farre,

, have e

firmaries in the parishes of the metropolis, to

determine the amount of accommodation for
uper-patients in the event of the cholera
reaking out in London.

In consequence of the extent to which chlo-
roform is now used, the demand for it has become
so_great that the chemists have scarcely been
able to supply it ; and in Edinburgh, Li 1,

passcd the

London, and other towns, many have
niﬁ.l;::ein distilling it.

official accounts from Russia describe the
cholera as fast subsiding in all the provinces,
At Moscow the cases averaged twenty-five a day,
about twelve being fatal,
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QUARANTINE ALTERATIONS.—In consequence

of the two cases of cholera which have recently

on board the French packets, the board

of health here has ordered the following periods
of quarantine to be observed :—

Egypt & nogte, ik,

Syria. . Tripoll. Ses, &e.

Merchant vessels, from 15 days 12 days 12 days

Men-of-war, from .. 12.. 9.. 12
Steamers, from w1200 9., 12
Goods that can be puri.

fied, from o 16, 12 .. 15
Passengers in the La-

zaretto, from o120 09 .0 12
From the Dardanelles, Scala Nova, Salonica,
Bmdyma. Cyprus, Rhodes, Candia, and all islands
and ports of the Ottoman Government, seven
days’ quarantine of observation, provided the
voyage has occupied eight days; if otherwise,
the number of days required to make up eight
allowed for the voyage will be added to theseven
required for observation. In a word, it is a
quarantine of fifteen days, those occupied on the
voyage included. Any vessel whatever coming
from the Black Ses, or from Constantinople, or
any place where cholera exists, cannot enter our
port if, on the passage, any disease has appeared.
They are required to lay to, until an official visit
from the captain of the port and a medical officer
has been paid. !

Luxacy.—The second annual report of the
Commissioners in Lunacy, signed by Lord Ash-
ley, and presented to Parliament, has been
printed. It seems that the commissioners have
collected a mass of information on the subject of
lunacy, which they have embodied in a further
report, and recently presented it to the Lord
Chancellor, The report so made, the com-
missioners state, carries down the state of lunacy
and lunatic establishments almost to the present
time. Itappears there are 2853 lunatics in the
metropolitan licensed lhouses. In six months,
ending on the 4th of August last, Dr. Turner,
as commissioner, saw 8270 patients; Dr. Hume,
2079 ; Dr. Prichard, 6723; Mr. Procter, 8267;
Mr. Mylne, 3319; and Mr. Campbell, 9939
patients,

Oprrvary,—Died, on the 25th inst., F. H.
Parker, . of Portugal-street, Grosvenor-
square, 48,

MORTALITY TABLE.
For the Week ending Saturday, Dec. 25, 1847,

''O THE SUBSCRIBERS OF THE
MEDICAL TIMES.

Gentlemen are respectfully informed that the
following are the terms of subscription to the
Medical Times :—

IN ADVANCE FOR THE S§TAMPED EDITION.

-

Per quarter .. £0 7 7
Per half year.. 015 0
Per year .. 1. 50
Life subscriber 10 10 0
All post-office orders should be drawn in favour
of James Angerstein Carfrae, and gentlemen
whose subscriptions are expired, will much
oblige the publisher by forwarding their re-
newals without delay.  The large reduction,
indeed, made in favour of annual and life sub-
scribers is given with the view of securing, without
trouble, the punctuality, promptitude, and cer-
titudc of subscribers’ payments.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

« Medicas, Dublin.”—We regret the apathy dizplayed by
the Irish Government, in not stepping torward to the relief
of the widows and orphane of those mcdical practitioners
who perished in the discharge of their benevolent dutica.
We have heard of no efforts made on this side the water
to raise & sum in order that the helpless mnay be assisted,
1t would be a praisewarthy undertaking, and we have uo
doubt that there would be tvund many beaevoleat persons,
not belonging to the profession, who would readily sub-
scribe to a fund for the purpose mentioned.

“ A Provincial Surgeon.’— Mr. Liston was originally a
pupil of Dr. Barclay, of Edinburgh. In 1833 he came to
London, lu\'inf been appointed one of the surgeons of
University College Hospital, and Professor of Clinical
Surgery in University College. In 1810 he was appointed
a inember of the couuncil of the College of Surgeons, and
one of the board of examiners in 1846. lie was not cele-
brated as a writer.

¢ §ydenham.”"—Chloroform continues to Le emplayed in
surgical operattuns; in a few instances some uaplea-ant
symptums have arisen, not, however, to that extent as
when ether was used. In midwilery practice it is be-
ginning to be applied in Londou, but opinions are
divided in reference to its utility. It seems upon the
whole to be a valuable agent lu obstetric practice, under
certajn circumstances.

¢ Chemicus.”’—Chloroform is but sparingly dissolved by
water ; with alcohol and ether, however, it readily cow-
bines, forming transparent solutions. It is not inflam-
mable,

« A Geueral Practitioner, Piceadilly.”’—IWe observed the
8t. George's Hospital puff in the Globe. Such modes of
seeking practice are frequenily adopted. A spirit of
quackery prevails amongst the ‘ pures ™ quite as much
as amongst another class of the profession.

# Mr, E. Cousins.””—The case is under oonsideration, and
will probably be inserted next week,

Average of
Caubés of Death. Total. [
Summers,
ALLCAUSBES........| 1247 1046
BPECIPIED CAUSES...| 1247 1039
Zymotic (or Epidemic, Bn-
demic, and Contagious)
Discases..oooeeeveaess| 389 211
S8PORADIC D18BASES.
Dropsy, Cancer, and other
Diseases of uncertain or
variable Seat «..cov0e...] 107 104
Diseases of the Brain, Spinal
Marrow, Nerves, and
Benseseesecececrsoase.| 126 157
Diseuses of the Lungs, and
of the other Organs of
_Respiration .... .....| 391 333
Dircases of the Heart and
Blood-vessels..c. oo 24 34
Diseases of the Stomach,
Liver, and other orguns
of Digestion ........... 62 74
Discases of the Kidaeys, &c.| 11 9
Childbirth, Diseases of the
Uterus, &c 14 14
Rheumatism,” Diseases of|
the Bones, Joints, &c. ... 6 7
Diseuses of the 8kin, Cellu-
lar Tiseue, &ce cevveoes 6 ]
Old Ag@ssevscesecscnea.| 59 65
Violence, Privation, Cold,
and Intemperance.....eeeef 66 29

* Adol "—Forceps are preferable to the key for the
extraction of ieeth. Dentists generally use the foriner,
* 8, B., Bristol.”"—The paper on delirium tremens canuot
:'e im;ne'drwlilhout ?inginulhentienw\l. If the author
s too bashful to suffer his name to a r in print, it

shall be retained in confidence. Ppex print,

* Omicrun.”—The funds of the Westminster Hospital, we
understand, are rather low, 60 that some wards are shut
up. This is not very cheering for those pupils who have
entered to the mevical and surgical pncthe.

* A Poor-law Surgeon.,”—The letter has been received,
but, frown press of matter, must stand over till next week,

« Auditor.”—The ** Sketch on the SBiecthescope ' s ind-
missible. DBecause an instrument is not skilfully used,
that is no reason why it should be of little value,

* C.Q.,n Pupil.”"—The work referred to ma; be relied on
as containing practical information especially useful to
the pa:tics referred to.

“ Mr. G. H. Fosbroke, Bideford, Stratford-on-Avon,” will
see that hi: communication has becn received, and we
hope again to licar from him on the same subject next
week.

* Dr. Tyler, 30, Harcourt-street, Dublin,” has our thanks
for the communication. The copies shall bu fornarded as
requested.

* Mr. Thomas Baker, Droxford, near Bisliop's Waltham,
Hants.""—The dela?' has been unavoidable ; but we hope
before long to gratify the wish of our correspondent.

““ Veritas” writes us, in reference to the Hunterian School
of medicine:—* May I beg your attention to the hard
case of thuse students who have entered to the lectures,
&c., at the Hunterian School of Medicine. 1 an sorry to
say | am one of those unfortunates who have been mis,
led Ly the heads of this estubliébnent. Our wish is, tha
those institutions which ouyght to protect the inteiests of
all students attending schools recognised by them should
come forvard and euwforce that instruction which has
Leen paid for, or oblige the lecturers to transfer the

urils to sowe other schiool, where inatruction is regu-
arly and propeily given. What think you, Mr. Editor?
A few weeks alter the t of the ion the
College ana Hall withdrew, or threatened to withdraw,
their recognition of the lectures—not before, And now
“the Lailiffy’"" have selzed upon the preparations, &c.

The dissecting-room ie closed, no lectures are given; and
all this without apolo;

or cxcuse, just asif we were a
parcel of paupers waiting the relief of the heartless
guardians and the rupercilious commissioners. These
grievances, involving, as they do, the present and fu‘!;ur,
prospects of a great ber of respectabl !
students, will, I trust, be suflicient inducement for you,
with your gencrally admitted power, to grant us your aid,
and plu::a us, if possible, in our just and legitimate po-
sition.’

« A Subseriber, London.”—German diplomas are now only
to be obtained after examination. This has been prin-

cipally effected through the efforts of the Medical Times.

* 3Mr. Wm. 8mith, King-street, Belrm."—'!‘ho paper is {n
the hands of the publisher, and will shortly appear. The
{rregular supply we canuot account for, but we think it
must be the tault of the bookseller, The ;.agen ordered
at the office are invariably posted in time for Friday afver-
noon’s post. The other request shall be attended to.

« Anti-Humbug” writes us, in reference to a certain quack
journal:—* The coroner’s hopeful son, I perceive, is
advertising himself into notice, The father js not ea-
tisfied with merely advertising the contents of his paper
in one advertisement, but must make a specific one to
to bring forth the operative talents of his son. Really
the very learned coroner must for evermore suy nought
against the advertisements on carts, of his professional
brethren, in the Lancet.””

« Mr. Thoa. Cocks, jun., Hatfleld, Broadoak,” sends us
the following cave, in which culoroforin was administered
to a very young subject :—** A few days ago, haviug occa-
vion to operate upon a child one year aud eight months
old, for harelip, I thought it a most favourable oppos-
tunity for the use of chloroform, notwithstanding the I{:
of the patient, especially as she is of & very irritabl
temper. Accordingly the chloroform was admiunistered,
sprinkled upon a napkin after the method recommended
by Dr. Simpeon, and proved perfectly successful—the
cKild enjoyiug the fragrance of the fluid, and recovering
from the tor
symptom.
has, as yet, been placed under t|
aumsthetic agent.” .

“ Bristoliensis,” * H. C.,” and many other correspondents
have directed our attention to the puffing of the Wakl
journal, and they all express their indignation that su
A THING should pretend to put down quacks and quack
advertisements.

« A Medical Student.”’—The bonesetter means quackery.
We can give no other interpretation of his jargou.

« P. M.”—Mr. Samuel Lane is the principal sargeon of the
Lock Hospital, Mr. Phillips is surgeon to the West-
minster Hospital.

* M. D, enters into personal details which, while injurious
to the young mcen, have no professional interest to justify
their publication. We would sooner see the young per-
sons reformed (and, indeed, iuformed) than injured. The
other points of the communication have been antici
by other correspondents, as well as br ourselvés.
*Triamphant,” indeed, ** will be quackery il sach are to
bo its authorited opponents.”

“ An Eyewituess.”—If the bones were not carious, the
operation was, of course, nost unjustifiable; but the lust
of notorlety listens litile to conscience. We have elde-
where published the official * bulletin.”

“ A Medical Studeat.”—We are obliged by the paper; bat
all the facts of Listou’s career are well known, and
:ozal]d, to our readers at least, be both stale and unpro-

table.

The Middlesex Horpital.—We have received some polemienl
lotters from this iustitution, but they are of no interest to
the publie. With a general resignation it might havebeen
expected that all the * dirty linen” hLad been long ago
washed.

W, B. H."—The casc is certaioly a bad one, but the co-
roner seems incorrigible, and we are tired ot detailing
similar accusations, We take it to be that person’s
mode of repaying his obligations. We see no use in pub-
licity in our eorrespondent’s plight.

“B, B.”—\WWe have not been able to make space for the
communieation.

Will ¢ ? Constant Reader, Uxbridge,” favour us with his
naine

“ A * Begular’ Practitioner” * respectfully requests that the
alleged carious astrugatus and os calcis, the subjects of a
recent mutilation very widely advertised through the
popular prees, be presentet to some society or public
muscum for professional examination.” The absardity
of the operation certainly needs that every circumstance
should be publicily authenticated which can in any
shape tend to mitigate its repulsiveness.

“Mr. 8. M. Curl.”—The paper on Cholera must for the
prescnt stand over.

¢ An Indignant Pupil ” will do well to read the able letter
of ** Huwinanitas,” in this week’s number,

¢ Freg HOSPITAL QUACKERIES.”—We have been so in-
undated with letters on this exciting subject, that we
must next week endeavour to make room for a brief se-
lection froin our correspondeats.

Letters and communicationa have also been received from
Bristoliensis; H. C.; Mr., Thos. Cocks, jun., Hatfleld
HBroadonk ; Anti-Humbug: Mr. \WWm. Smith, King-street,
Belper; A Subscriver, ndon ; Veritas; Mr. 'homas
RBaker, Droxiord, near Bishop’s Waltham; Dr. Tyler, 30,
Harcourt-street, Dublin 3 Mr, G. 1. Foabroke, Bideford,
Stratford-on-Avon ; C. G., a Pupil ; Auditor; A Poor=
law Surgeon; Omicron; 8. B., Bristol; Adolescens; Mr.
E. Cousins; A General Practitioner, Piccadilly ; Che=
micus ; Sydenham ; A Provincial Surgeon; edious,
Dublin; Mr. Evans, Cumberland Infirmary; A Medical
Student; F. M.: M. D.; An Eyewitneas; The Mid-
dlvsex Hospital; W, B. H.; B, B.; A Constant Reader,
Uzbridge; A Regular Practitioner; Mr. 8, M, Curl; An
Indiguant Popll; Free Hospital Quackeries, &c.

r in a few minutes without any unpleasant
'his is, 1 believe, the youngest subject who
e influence of agy
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Sxcoxp Parr. Cnmn II.—(continued.)

SEMEIOLOGY OF DISBASBS OF THE CIRCULATION.—
AUSCULTATION OF THB HEART.
‘When the heart of a healthy subject is auscul-
tated, two sounds are heard, separated by an
interval of silence. The first sound is more dull
and more prolonged than the second ; its greatest
intensity is found to conmnd to the space be-
tween the fourth and the rib, a little to the
left of the nipple, and somewhat lower. At the
same time, the a of the heart strikes the
thoracic walls, and the arterial pulse takes place.
Perfect chronism between the pulsation of
the arteries and the first sound of the heart
exists only in the arteries placed in the im-
‘mediate vicinity of that viscus. The vessels
most distant from the centre of circulation are
distended by the blood a little later, but at an
apprecisble interval, The second sound of the
heart, clearer and shorter than the first, is most
dihtincttl{ heard near the insertion of the third
1ib to the sternum. The interval which sepa-
rates the first from the second sound is called the
short silence, in opposition with the longer
silence, which intervenes between the second
scund and the first. The first bruit corresponds
with the contraction, the second with the dilata-
tion, of the ventricles. We are aware that Dr.
Corrigan and Dr. Beau hold a contrary opinion,
but the numerous researches of various experi-
mentalists, and our own observation, induce us
to adopt the general belief on this subject. The
following is an analysis of the movements of the
heart : — The auricles first contract withou
causing ahy sound ap&reciable to the ear; this
action corresponds to the long silence ; the ven-
tricles then contract and throw the blood into
. the arteries ; at the same moment the tricuspid
and mitral valves become tense, and the first
sound is heard. A short interval of silence is
observed, and finally the ventricles are dilated,
and the arterial valves tense, when the second
bruit is heard.

Various theories have been broached for the
purpose of accounting for the production of these
sounds ; strictly speaking, for the diagnosis of
disease we require no theory, and it is sufficient
to bear in mind the suecession of phenomena
above enumerated; however, these theories are
interesting in a physiological point of view, We
are of opinion that the sounds are not due to
one cause only, but to the combination of se-
veral : thus, it is not only to the impulse of the

heart, to muscular contraction, to the play of the
valves alone, or to friction of the blood against
the visceral walls exclusively, that these sounds
should be ascribed ; but we should consider that
all these causes have a share, an unequal one it
is true, but still all have a share in their pro-
duction. Thus we would look upon the ten-
sion of the auriculo-ventricular valves as the

chief cause of the first sound, assisted secondarily
by friction of the blood against the aortic walls,
and against the basis of the column of blood
forced into the arteries; as still more secondary
causes of the first sound, we should alsp mention
the muscular contraction of the ventricles, and
the impulse of the apex of the heart against the
thoracic parietes. As the principal causes of the
second sound, we would name the sudden temn-
sion of the arterial valves, and the return of the
blood upon their superior surface ; as secondary
causes of its production, the sudden opening of
the auriculo-ventricular valves, and the passage
of the blood into the ventricular cavities,

In the history of the auscultation of the sounds
of the heart, we have to consider their seat, ex-
tent, intensity, tone (#mbre), and also the sub-
stitution of morbid to natural sounds.

‘With regard to their seat, we may say that
the various canses which occasion a displace-
ment of the heart itself, also change the seat of
the sounds; tumours will, therefore, frequently
have this effect—a fact so simple as to require no
further demonstration.

The extent in which the sounds of the heart
are heard duri:lxs health may be increased, as in
endocarditis, dilatation of the viscus, fever,
emotions, and, generally, nervous affections, by
which the violence of its contractions is aug-
mented. If the heart is supposed to remain
healthy, still the extent in which the sounds are
heard may be increased by all the causes of con-
densation of the lung, acute and chronic pneu-
monia, consumption, &c., which render the re-
:ﬁintory organs better conductors of sound. On

e contrary, that extent will be diminished by
atrophy of the heart, concentrie hypertrophy of
its walls, pulmonary emphysema, &c.

The intensity of the sounds is m‘gmented in
eccentric hypertrophy, in neurosis of the heart,
rarely in endocarditis ; in feverishness the in-
tensity of the sounds and the impulse are not
augmented a8 much as one would, d priori, sup-
g:se. The sounds of the heart can sometimes

heard without immediate application of the
ear to the chest, and at very variable distances,
from two or three inches, for instance, to two or
three feet, as we have ourselves observed. The
sound thus heard coincides with ventricular
systole; and we believe the cause of the phe-
nomenon to reside in a great increase of energy
of the mﬁulse of the heart against the thoracic
walls. ennec explained it by the ]i:esence of
gas in the pericardium—a gratuitous hypothesis
which we do not feel disposed to adopt. In
general debility, in softening or atrophy of the
heart, in syncope, we find a diminution of its
s;ﬂ‘sat'iona. We may also add, that in pericar-

itis, increased dulness coincides with dimini

t—

intensity of pulsation, when effusion has taken
place ; whereas hoth the dulness on percussion
and the intensity of pulsation are increased in

hy'helmo hy of the organ.
e riythm or regular succession of the
sounds of the heart may be modified by disease.
Thus, the sounds may be intermittent, and the
return of the irregularity very variable, and de-
Eend upon agitation, motion, or even digestion.
efore the age of sixty we very seldom meet
with those intermittencies in the £::lumml of the
heart without some organic disorder of that
viscus. We meet them; for instance, in valvulee
diseases, and particularly in those of the suricule«
ventricular orifices, whether permanent or trame
sitory in their nature; they also exist when
fibrinous concretions form within the heart, in
functional disturbance, and whenever any ten«
dency to augmentation or diminution of the
action of the heart is produced. We will noty
therefore, be surprised to find them before
wﬁe, or after the exhibition of digitalis.
collect, however, as & general remark for the
accuracy of which we pledge ourselves, that
simple nervous affections very seldom cause in<
termittent pulsations. The duration of the scunds
or of the intervening silences may be increased
or shortened. The prolongation of the first bruit
is generally connected with hypertrophy of the
ventricular walls, particularly when this alterae
tion coincides with arterial stricture. As to the
second bruit, it is more common to find it short-
ened than lengthened by disease.

The sounds of the heart may be modified in
number ;: thus, of the two, one only may re-
main., It is then the first which, being pros
Jonged, covers and absorbs the second, as in
concentric ventricular hypertrophy. The second
sound may also, but more rarely, be so much
weakened as not to be perceptible. Instead of
two sounds three may be heard—one dull and
two clear sounds—resembling those produced by
a hammer falling heavily once, and reverberating
twice again afterwards (Bouilland). It is in
such cases the second sound which is repeated,
and it is observed in strictures of the auriculo-
ventricular orifices. The passage of the blood
into the ventricles being slackened, a delay takes
place in the fall of the blood backwards the
arterial valves, and the treble sound alluded to is
produced. The repetition of the firast—the dull

gound of the heart—is less frequent, but is ocea~

sionally met with, and forms what Professor
Bouilland calls * bruit du ra "’ from its re-
semblance to the drummer’s toarms. (a) Its
orgaaic cause has not hitherto been rigorously
accounted for. In one case of considerable
auricular hypemoptlg. M. Charcolay states that
he heard immediately before the bruit o

(a) Our readers may not be so familiar with
this sound as Parisians, whom the frequent riots
of the French metropolis have accustomed to the
beat of the drum. The soldiers, in imitative
harmony, compare the * bruit du reppel” to the
sounds Rroduced by the three words, *prends
ton sac.




