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between surgical and medical practice is often
extremely difficult; parties who ace patients
eannot make the distinction, and even medical
men are often a4 n loss. I do not consider that it
would be poasible by law to point out the dis-
sinction between the lines of practice. I object
to the -certificate because it does not express the
e htate of facts, The College of Surgeans
has the of examining parties respecting
their qualification to practise surgery; the
Oallege of Physicians inﬁs::eo into the candi-
date’'s knowledge of medicine ; and the Society of
ie¢ has been intrusted with the power
¢0 license ies. The certificate, which
fa & legal document, shoyld not go beyond the
sruth, namely, the legal fact of the person havi:
been. examined by a particular body, an
Shereby having been found o tent to practise
that beaneh of the prefession. it be the par-
tioular object of the certificate to legalize indis-
orimin, tt:ltlnegiot;l mdsurgicalpmﬁclf beyﬁ allli:u;&
geons o all physicians, it appears well calculat
todo so. Then there is suother point: in the
list . comtaining the residences the particular
ification is mot stated ; for example, under
head of Landon, everybody would be put as
@ party gualified to practise medicine, and there
would be no distinction between physicians and
surgeons and general praetitioners. I refer to
the latter half of schedule (C); there is an
alphabetical list for towns, and under the head of

Xondon, all parties, physioians, purgeons, apothe-
earies, and pernons who were in practice before
the Apothpearies’ Aot, appear in ame list, as
pesons qualified to practise medicine. . Now,
lupgo-e a party was ill, and he wanted to
at the register (although I think people d
eall in their madieal practitioners from lo
at registers), if a person from the coun
taken ill in London, and he asks for this re|
he loaks, and he sees a name ; he has a juves ;
some persen comes to him, whose name he sees
in the registir, and asks him, * What is the
matter with you?’ He says, * I have a fever.”
The xeply is, * You should not have sent for
me; I should have been very glad to attend
your wife, if she 'w ﬁg:ing to be delivered; I
am an accoucheur,’ then sends for two or
three others; he may send far a surgeon, who
would attend him if he had a broken head, but
who oannot attend him in fever, but who, under
the certificate, is qualified to practise medicine;
or he may send to a mere apothecary, who would
say, ‘‘If you had a slight cold . I could prescribe
for you, but as you have a fever you must send
for a physician.” That would be the fate of a
person looking at this register. He finds a
number :ﬁ:eople huddled together, who are all
as persons qualificd to practise
méddicine. I am now contining my remarks to
the registration of the placc of residence, coupled
-with the certificate. Then this person with a
fever must ask the medical man to show him his
eertificate before he will find out whether heis a
Fn«m duly qualified to take care of him.
. People do not like to takea great deal of trouble
in matters of this kind. I do not think that a
n who was ill would be likely to look
:;'y":nd the name in the first list. As to Mr.
akley’s remark, * that that would not accupya
single moment,’’ I do not think that it would be
done, and therefore it does not signify if it
would oceupy no time.

Goop ReeistraTioN.—I see no .objection
to, and thero are eonveniencer in, a good system
of registration. The qualified practitioners are
all registered. I think there is nothing casier
than to diseover that there is a regular list of

ns licensed by the Colleges of Physicians
and Surgeons. In our list there are a great
many parties who have never sent in their resi-
dence, and many who are dead are on the list,
but they are put separately on the list. Asto
Mr. Wakleru question, * Without any place of
residence’ the dead people have no places of
residence. We have taken every pains to get
the residences of all the members olp the college.
‘We have put advertisoments in the paper, and
taken all other measures to get the residences,

and the residences are put to the list as far as
they arc known, and the purtics whose residences
are not known are in a sepatate list.  We have
thousands of names without any residence
attached to thcem, and the swme inconvenience
must attach to any registration. The members
of the College of Surgeons are dispersed all over
the British empire; you cannot tcll whether they
are dead, or where they are residing, in a vast
number of instances; and you never can under
any system of registration. All parties are
entitled to be put upon the register by the
present bill; and then I think there is clause
9, which repeals all restrictions and penalties,
other than those contained in the bill, and clause
17, which renders the holders of the certificate
eligible to every professional situation. I know
of no statute law at present to render it unlawful
for any person to hold the office of physician ina
public institution who is only a member of our
college : but the bill scems to me to confer a
legal sanction on a thing which would be im-
proper, and which, in fact, is absurd.
ProressionaL Graves.—I do not see that it
would be fit and proper that all medical men
should undergo exactly the same examination ;
there are different departments of the profession,
those of the physician, surgeon, and apothecary,
or general practitioner; and the same qualifica-
tions are not required in all those departments.
As to whether L am for rigidly maintaining the
digtinctions which now exist, I am not for any-
thing rigid in the matter at all. The distinctions
which now exist are not the offspring of law,

but they are airangements which have gradually
\ings, with a view to

:ommunity ; they are

pose, and they are in

ts of the public. I

who is to practise as a

generar pracuuoner in we country should re-
coive an cfficient medical as well a-~ surgical edu-
cation; and as to ‘“‘sceing any objection to his
practising all branches of the profession,” he
must do 8o in the ordinary course of thingsin
the country. I do not object toit, it is what is
established, and answers the purpose very well.
I consider that the operation of the bill is de-
signed to melt down the profession into a single
faculty. I rather think that the distinctions at
esent existing would subsist in spite of the
ill ; but that seems to be the abject as far as the
bill can do it, to reduce: the profession to a single
faculty. There is nothing in the bill to prevent
our continuing the examinations for the fellow-
ship as we do now, except the indirect discou-
ragement from this common certificate. 'Lhis
-certificate seems to be put in the place of the
particular evidences derived from the present
governing bodies of the particular examinations
that the individual has undergone, By our in-
ternal arrangements in the collcge, we hold out
inducements to men of high mental attainments
to belong to our institution, and to acquire those
honours which we consider our institution is
calculated to confer; and I thiuk that this com-
mon certificate, and the whole state of things
under this common list, is calculated as far us
legislative provisions can go to discourage us.

Betore oura had one list of mem-
bers of our : names of Sir Astley
Cooper, Mr nd John Iunter, ap-
peared as u ‘hat onie list. My ob-

jection to tt sart of the bill is, that
it is calculaica 10 wo uway with the existing dis-
tinctions of the profession, physicians, surgeons,
and geueral practitiouers, and to confound them
all in one common mass of persons, *“ qualificd to
practise medicine.”” I do not object to the
existing arrangemeuts of the profession, or the
existing modes of practice. I do not think it
possible to confine physicians strictly to medical
cases, or surgeons to surgical ca<es, wor do I
think that it any advantage that they
should be sc I think it is desirable
ld be well educated, and that the

1ave the choige of being attended

vy wiuse an wiom they have the greawst canfi-
Idame. I think that the qualification should be

according to the department of the profession
that the parties belong to. I see no reason far
interfcring with the existing division of the pro-
fession into physicians, surgeons, and general
prictitioners ; the public do not complain of that
division, and the protession are not dissatisfied
with it; and I see no rcasan whatever for the
very impartant alteration which is indirectly at-
tempted by this bill. If the present certificate
denotes that a pexrson has undergone an ex-
amination as a surgeon, snd he 18 practising
medicine, that is, treating medical cascs, there is
not impropricty of conduct ; the public choose
to be attended and to intrust their health to
those in whom they place the greatest confi-
dence, and if those partics have becn well edu-
cated and examined, I see no objection to a
party in a surgical case putting himself under the
care of a physician if he chooses, ar vice versd.
The general course of practice is in that par-
ticular branch to which the individual belongs,
but the boundaries aro indistinet, and you can-
not define themn by law. I object to giving one
certificate to all members of the protession as
being duly qualified to practise medicine ; I do
not object to a certificate that shall express what
the qualification is, because it is expressed in
the letiers testimonial which the indivicual pos-
sesses, that he has been examined as a surgeou,
and that he is gualified to practise suygery, or
that he has Leen examined as a physician, and
that he is qualified to practise medicine, or that
he has been cxamined as a general practitioner.
1 conceive that the surgeon ought to be specially
educatoa in the performance of gurgical opera-
tions, the managen.ent of accidents, and 8 great
deal of manunl work ; thosc are things which
physicians never undertake. 1 do nat think
that there is any branch of medical scicnce that
the physician is educated in, in which the sur-
geon aught not to be informed. Those scientific
principles which are the basis of the practical art
as conducted by physicians are comman to the
physician and the surgeon; the extra cducation
must be that of the surgeen in the wanual part
of the profession, L

Rerative Ranx.—I think the public consider
the physiciaus to be the highest department in
medicine, I do not thiuk the public are in-
capable of judging upon such a point as that;
the public are not capable of juuc}ﬁmg of the
amount of medical skill of individuals. But in
point of rank the Herald’s Cullege would put
physicians first. They study and obtain degrees
in universities, and have always been {:hdy re-
spected as learned men. Engish physicians
have generally been educated at Oxford or Cam-
bridge with the nobility and gentry of the realm,
and thus in public estimation they hold the highest
social rank in the profession. I should be in-
clined to put physicians and surgeous on a par,
but 1 am not at all unwilling to coucede the
priority to the physicians ; they are more learned
and receive a better education, I wish surgeons
receiveid ns good an education as they do.

T'HE NEW CHARTER, THE CIRCUNMSTANCES UNDBR
wizcH 1T wAS Coxyirren.—lhe new charter
I think has worked very well. 1 remember
a member of her Majesty’'s Government con-
sidered that it might be cxpedient to make some
change in the profession, and I suppose that led
to the new charter ot the college, which, as I ap-
prehend, was intended to form part of a more
general measure relative to the mudical profes-
sion. I donot suppose that the charter ot the
college would have been granted in refcrence to
the college alone; I should think it wus part of
a general scheme,  The cauncil did not take the
initiative in this matter. ‘LThe preamble of the
charter states that we preseuted a memorial to
the Crown, praying that it might be granted,
and 1 dare say we did; but that was not the first
step. That memorial might be apparently the
fitst, when you came to see the public repre-
scatation of the affuir, but that wus not the very
commencement of the business, If a charteris
to be granted, you must prcsent a certain petition
asking for itc  Ithink the tirat proceeding jn the
business was, that the Secrotary of State the
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Home Department was kind enough to send to
the college 8 sort of sketeh of an intended bill
for the reform of the medical profession, in which
shis change in the constitution of the college was
included. I do not think the heads of the
charter were furnished to the ecouncil ; I think
that some of the heads of the general measure
were furnished. The first proceeding was to do
‘what the Bécretary of Btate intimated to the
council j vig., to see those heads and to form an
opinion g them. I think the Secretary
of Btate had more to do with the charter than
the council as to the general plan of the charter,
but it was ultimately determined upon after a
Teat deal of ponsideration and mamy conferences.

will not pretend to distinguish accurately be-
tween the amount which was contributed by the
8ecretary of State and the modifications or al-
terations which might have arisen from con-
ferences with, or consideration by, the council. T
dare say suggestions were made by the council,
but this was a considerable time ago, and it was
& complicated business ; there have been a good
many meetings of the council on many other
matters, and 1 cannot therefore pretend to sa
exactly. Persons are ineligible to be admitt
on the council who are practitioners in mid-
wifery ; and that proposal, I think it is very likely,
originated with the council. I recollect that it
‘was discussed, becguse there was a difference of
opinion upon it. I do not think that suggestion
‘was contained in the original sketch whick we
received from the Secretary of State; but I can-
not speak positively upon that, and I would not
wish to speak to it witgout being sure that I was
correct. The charter required the council within
three months to nominate a certain number, not
fewer than 250 and not more than 300; and then
the charter futther empowered the college to
nominate other members within s year, appa-
rently under the consideration that there might
be omissions and something wanting to be recti-
fied, and under that power 300 more were nomi-
nated before the end of the year. The words of
the charter are,—¢‘ The council of the said col-
lege with all convenient speed after the date of
these our letters patent, and before the expira-
tion of three calendar months from the date
hereof, and in such manner as the said council
shall deem best, shell elect ta be fellows of the
said college any such number of persons, being
members of the said college, and not being in the
‘whole less than 250 nor more than 300, as the
said council ghall think proper. It shall also be
lawful for the council of the said college, a¥ any
time or times after the expiration of the said
three calendar months, and before the expiration
of ong year from the date hereof, by diploma or
diplomas under the seal of the said college, and
in such form as the said council ehall think fit,
and withont any fee, to appoint any other per-
80n or persons, being 8 member or members of
the said college, to be a fellow or fellows of the
said Royal College of Surgeons of England.”
Beveral have come in for examination since
those were nominated ; the latter were the older
members of the profession, and many of them
have died.

RuLe or SerecrioN.—I would say in the first
place that the council determined not to make
thenomination an individual question in any case,
but to take them by classes, In the first place
they took the gurgeons of all the hospitals in
England and Wales, which are recognised by
the council as schools of surgery; all recognised
teachers of anatomy and surgery; then persons
having eonsiderable reputation as surgeons, and
called in to consultation in surgical cases by the
practitloners in their neighbourhood, although
they had ne connection with hospitals. Then
next they took a certain number of medical
officers in the military and naval service of the
gountry, recommended by the heads of the re-
spective departments; the council had not a
knowledge.of the qualifications of those gentle-
men, and therefore referred upon that subject to
the director-general of the grmy, and to the
physician-general of the navy, Next they took
gentlemenpractising as surgeons in London, who,

though not conneoted with hospitals, were eon-
sidered eligible to the council under the former
charter, and according to former usages; those
were parties who generally had practizged surgery
simply under that denormination, and parties
who had a kind of right recognised by usage to
come on in their turn for nomination to the
council ; some of those wete put upon the list of
fellows. Next they took persons distinguished
for the cultivation of the kindred scierces of
anatomy, physiology, and natural history, such
as Professor n, Mr. Mantell, a gentleman of
the name of Nowport, a general practitioner, who
had gained the medal of the Royal Society, and
sormae other members who had distinguished
themselves in the cultivation of science, Lastly,
other names were inserted for special reasons,
being principally those of teachers who had been
recognised by former acts of the council; for
instance, persons who had been teachers of
anatomy and surgery, or persons holding
important public offices ; among the latter were
four senators of the London University. I think
the surgeons of dispensaries in London were ad-
mitted. The surgeons of those infirmaries re-
cognised by the college were all placed on the
first list. Subsequently the college put upon
the second list the surgeons of hospitals in the
country, which were not recognised by the col-
lege, and also surgeons of dispensaries. There
may be particular rules in each case on the ap-
pointments of surgeons to infirmaries and hos-
pitals in the country. I do not know of any
general rules that are applicable. They are in
general elected by the subseribers, in the same
way s in London by the governors. The 'public
having appointed thoese persons to these instita-
tions, the council approved of the proposition of
making them fellows of the college. We institute
no inquiry in such cases to ascertain whether
the public had made a good choice. Buch an
inquiry would have been impracticable; they
were appointed on the ground of their holding
important public situations The case of a sub-
scriber to an hospital voting for & surgeon is
totzlly different from that of a patient sending
for a medical map. Although unable to estimate
professional skill, the public can judge well
enough of professional character. In the case of
public prolessional appointments they usually
select the persons best qualified. I am not ac-
quainted with any instance of their being ob-
tained by improper means. I cannot deny the
possibility of such a thing; the question is a
very general one. I cannot state any particular
instances. I can state generally my belief that
the best qualified men get those situationaj it
has been so as a general resnlt. I am sure of it,
because I know the individuals, The college
having to confer an honorary title end an im-
portant privilege, adopted no course of inquiry
to ascertain whut was the competenay of the in-
dividual in each particular case, otherwise than
the approval which had been bestowed upon him
68 regards his professional rePutation by the pub-
lic who were living in his immediate vieinage,
We considered that the best criterion. I think
the public will generally select the persons best
qualified. I do not think that mankind are
capable of judging of the skilfulness or unskil-
fulness of a medical man : if & person is il and
sends for a physician or surgeon, if he has ad-
ministered to him a quantity of medieine, he
does not know whether that is or is not the
proper treatment ; but a gentleman living in the
country, and subsoribing to an infirmary, is
pretty well acquainted with the general reputa-
tion for skill of the medical men who live around
him, As to the question, ‘“ If you ean rely upon
the judgment of the public to the extent you
have described, what danger do you ean
arise to the character of the profession from the
adoption of the certificate as it is found in the
schedule of the bill before the House?’ I have
said that I think that the good sense of the pub-
lic would neutralize the effect of your Rogistra«
tion Bill. (Mr. Wakley here sat down.) The
practice of & surgeon in a public hospital, in the
face of his professional brothwen, affomis thg

-to ask if you

test of professional competeney whish
the profession has, The uloe!.zz.n of fellows
under the new charter, while it was allowed to
be nominative, was made onoe for all, and under
the charter it could not be repeated after the
expiration of twalve memths; it was at-en end
then. It was necessary to form & comstituent
body under the charter; and: there wetild not
have been a censtituency unless pagtis had hoen
50 nominated. The fellowship s mow eonfinud
to those who have

undetg:::‘: mdre extenside
education, have a higher of qualifisstion,
and have Mmm age, . Whatever db-
feet may have exi in the nozzinatien granted
for & year has now cemsvd entirely. Henceforh
for ever, under the chatter, admission must be
obtained by test of merit. The nomimation' wes
only a tem! vontrivanes to0 @ eot-
stituency at the moiment, which could mas have
been created in the regular edured of exainius-
tion for a leng time. The evils and impesfostions
of the thing, if impurtislly loocked into; will he
found to have beeh exceedingly fow, I am vather
surprised that they wers not mote, considering
the natuve and diffculty of the affair. I think
the efficiency of the coliege and its utility asa
publie institution have been much inoreased in

the lust twenty ‘yeurs.
: (To be connued.)

——————

LETTER ADDRESSED TO WM. LAW.
RENCS, E8Q., F.R.8.,, PRESIDENT OF
THE ROYAL GOLLEGE OF 8URGEONS,
LONDON. ' .

Sir,—1 have just read in the Medionl Tises
for the 16th itist. an aoceount, whiok I presume
to be correet, of part of your evidense taken be-
fore a select committée of the- House of Com-
mons-on medical Yegislation. Yeéuw 'thers make
several statements most disharsging to the medi-
cal graduates of the Univetsity of #8. Awdrew's,
and among other thifigs you assert -that “'there
wotld not be &ny & to my mitd tb prove
meh a-g:rlon (vit., a jgraduste bf 8t. Anlrew's)
would be a fit oandidate for-the:office of surgesn
or of genieral practitionér in the smadlest -
law unions in Bngland.”” Now, Str; parmit e
have taken the:ymalless Woublweo
secértain what are the cqualifieations ired of
the eandidates for the degres of M.D. in the
University of St. ‘Amdrow's, the natre of the
examinations, and the naumber of réjeotions?
That you have hot done 0, I do you the justive
to belteve, for I am nfinitely move disposed to
infee that an individual of your teputation amd
character may fall into the error of making yeok-
less and rash assertions, than be guilty of & de-
liberate attempt to blast the prospects and de-
base the professional - character of a considerable
number of respectable and deeerving practisiotrers
in medicine, a large proportion of whom, as shall
appear in the sequel, are membeis of the cellege

" in which you hold so prominert & piaee. Iam con-

vinced, 8ir, that I can prove to your entive satis-
faction that your statements on this subject are
at total variance with facts ; and I think that, efter
informing yourself bettet, you 'will deeply regret
that you ever gave utteranee to such remdrks
without previously inquiring hew far they were
founded on truth, ' .

It is quite true that the Unfiversity of St.
Andrew’s possesses no complete school of medi-
cine, or any hospital, and the only branches of
a strictly medical education taught there are
anatomy and chemistry; but all that- portion of
8 good medical education whith she eannot her-
self give she by no means dispenses with, for no
one can become a candidate for the degree of
M.D. (the only degree in medicine conferred at
St. Andrew’s) without having satisfactorily
proved that he has received u regular medical
education in respectable medi¢al schuools for at
least four complete winter sessioms, or three
winterand three summer sessions, and attendance
at a public hospital, containingnotless than eighty
bed:, for at least eighteen months, where clinical
lectures are delivered. In proof of this ¥ need
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only refer to the various medical almanacs, and
t n ¢

The whivemity hes) appoi & board of eom-

petent Axnmineny Mﬂn hoards ape

Q ;bysthe zoyal.coliages of surgery and me-

;. in;the stheea hingdams, for testing the

ons 104 TN 3.6nd no- degres:is

graptod withant & xegular.and siringent exami-

»ation. . Thess reguistiotis. have. been iin jores
sincedB28: 1 ¢ -

That 430 boad of ewaminets does its'duty.to
the. pabliorand to . sherunivessity;. the -following
shors :gtatiatical statemeriy; patt-of which wm
n&ﬂ.z't'o;lym.-lgo and widely cir.

. d:’:dnmly pro¥e. «

i xandiddtes . presented
axsoiantion;. and. of ‘thess vwenty-four passed,
snd six;rortone; out of evary:five, ‘were
Ofi.the six: | foun. ©erp. members of the
Royad Gellege nf. .. qfr Jomdan ;/one .was
a. Jigentiste of-.the, Royal: Cellege of
of Edisburghs and,4né. possessed ino di
but: had. w1l the prelisdin i
aqribed by the wtiversity in: the
hﬁﬁ'.:.:..w N h;j'-m';u‘]jlﬁ: u,o oo
e university d 0, publiol
i e o et
L by- 7Y ing: onthe
11th Jan., 1346, and extansively sdvertidedy that,
‘“at the three last examimations, asventy |
candidateswere pxamingtk ;-and of thedeitwielve, .
or more than one out of .awery stx; weraeejeeted. !
Of these:, sEYeRpy-One ,cantlidates. titere were!
thirteen whoiprespnted nti ditlloma from any of]
thmkm::g-.bmda.,of the thrae kihgdofns,
but whe,had -al ke +poelisai

ifient
required by thenaelearsity  in- publisl:;;l
regulations, and six of-thedb, op. epxby! afié half,:

were Wy Tho othet siz: 7 didatesl
‘were all membezs) of ' the: Bopebfisllege of Sur-!
ns of sune of them: ihlso held the!
mom of the Lond thecaries’ Company ;’’|
and one of temm-it might hay 6 bean méntioned,:
T eitted. :a;m br-ﬂbntznlﬁne.‘
e w B8RV -stwe_tandidates; wrete
members of the Roysl:Gollege of Surgm of.
London, 89 thas-rat
ry: Agven of the memitere.of the:
w! you are presidents who presented them-!
selves as-shndidetes forthe iltggree of the)
Upivexsity. |of. %1 Andrawa werh' deemod Hin-
worthy, of the henowr. that you hold-ed! cheap.:
The stafistia,of.graduasion. sinca 1845 would:
o ot el ebmtent toyeelt b diring
od oot 1 Whall CoRtERt ivin

m‘of'ﬂre present ye'u'."‘e%el‘oi-’:‘:ioingy $i‘a, f
may mention that, in the Augyst examination oz
1846, five Hoentlates of the Royal College o
Surgeots'of Edmémgrh praeme;l themselves fod
amination, and 'thres’ out of the five werd
mm o their studies. These three gentlemen
had recetved their diplomas from the ﬁdinbp h
College vety shortly betbre their rejaction at 'gt.
Andréw’s; and one of him was remitted to his
studies for the second time, he having presented
bimseM for examination here previgus to his
suecea:ful attettipt in Edinb:rgﬁ. During the
present year forty-nine candidates enfed
themselves for examination, Of theee, pres

0!

Wlwm ‘pre- |

-odie || wespectability and

o move1thdll one out of |

Of the thirty-six candidates who were mem-
bers of the. Bo{d Gollege of Surgeons of Landon,
seven, or near u{ one in eveny five, wexe rejected ;
and one of the rejected was & surgeon, and
anothser an assistaat-surgeon, in. the mavy, More
then one balf of the candidates belonging to-
London. College wera also licentimtes of the
London. Apothecaries’ Company. One of the
two licentiates of ‘the Edinburgh Royal Oglbl«;;ea
who also possessed the diploma of the on
Apothecaries’ Co , two of the six who. held
no diploms,. and the licentiate of the -Dublin
Apothecaries’ Company, were alsorejected. Out
of .the whale. forty-nine candidates, eleven, or
rather more than one out of every five, wera re-
mitted to their studies. . :

1£, then, according to yourrecorded testimony,
gradustes of the Univessity of St. Andrew’s ‘‘are
unfit %0 practise their profession anywhere,”
what must be gaur opinion of the professional
qualifieations of the members of the college over
which you preside, seeing that one out of every
fve orsix of them is rejected when they become
candidates for the diploma of the University of
St. Andrew’s? The bitterest enemy of the Royal
College of Surgeons would not have vendured o
slander its members in the ‘masmmer you have
thoughtlessly done in - your-endeavours to injure
she reputation of the University of St. Andrew’s.

I could readily adduce, in evidence of the
professional standing of. the.
membera the board of examiners for this
Mniyersity, the names of gemtiemen now oeeu-
:{rsmedmd chairs in the othier thres Sconith
mnlversities,: sad of one holding: a-high placerin,
one of -she, universities of. Londob, whoiacted s,
examiners before they received their present;
appaijiments; and it would: be requalty easy to,
mention the names: of profesgars in.| bﬁs{edf

wnivelsiti¢s, and:others.pogupying the foremont |

.xanks.as physiciens. and suzgeons; who beld ‘the
-diploma. of this univensity, had 1 not waid sore
than: enough to satisfy, you that you have moat
mnjuetly, and .I have mp doubt; uawittingly,
pspersed the professional. sttainments of the
graduates of St. Andvew’s, and that they ere
entitled to reparation st your hands.
. 1 have the hanour to be, 8ir, -
. +. - Yaur most obedient sexrvant, -
Fellow, of the Royal Collega of Prsicians.
‘ellow of Y of Physicians in
%dmbnrgh, and meeseoe‘rgﬁof Amtzm'y in the
Univemigy of §t. Andrew’s.
St. Audrew s, Oct. 23. -

THE PRESENT DEGRADED STATE OF
THE MEDICAL PROUFESSION,

{To the Editorof the Medical Times.]
S1r,—Knowing the readiness with which upon
all oecasiors you use your powerful influence in
advancing the digmity and respectab:lity of our
unfortunate profession, I beg }::ve to call your
attention to the following advertisement which
g)(geazr:d in the Times ncwspaper of yesterday,
** MrpICAL.— A gentleman, twenty-eight years
of age, M.R.C.8. and L.A.C,, wishyeaelﬁsor ay per-

¢ i 3 manent situation @8 ouf~door visiting or dis<
36 were mempers of the Royal College of | pensing assistant’ to respecmbleu]l;fwtitioner
Surgéons of London. ... | witkin a.mile and a half of the Strand. Salary
2 ,, Yicentiates of the Royal College of | £50 per annum. No. one connected with the
By, of Bdiaburéh. | retail .need apply., Apply by lstter, prepaid, to

1 was 4 hicentiate of the College of Surgeons |. M-, 18, — sireet, $—."
_of Dablin. .. | 'Thinis indeed a pad example of the degraded
15, " of the Apothecaries’ Com- | ¢condition of; the present race of medical practi-
'panyof ¥reland. tioners, when a gentleman possessed of the

1y of the Apothecaries’ Come

E!myof’l'ondcg;.lh rp‘o ec;rfes o

: . e Faculty of Ihy-

"sicians ‘and Surgeons of Glag o:v. 7

was a_native of Germany, who bad studied

- medicine for four yearsin Halle, where
a, but

. hehad graduated. .
6 had no di lgmb thhad the qualifications
' e uniyersity i i

regulz ” university in their

Lo

preserdl

19

double. qualification, and twenty: eight of
age, pan.so far lower himself as to offer his ser-
wices for the miserable pittance of £60 per annum
—less tham £1 per week.. Why, o jowrneyman
.carpenter can with ease. earn his 5s. a-day,or
308. per. week ; a police constable .18s. to £1}
and the wages of a gentl-man’s footman are £49
per annum, with boaxd, lodging, and: sometimes
2 suis, or.twp of livery ; but hete is an edutated

the | catse it tends

1L A EVERE!

man toiling, both mentally and physically, and
that at all houss, for lmymunpel;aﬁnn t{nnia

accorded to e servant or j mechanic.
Itis much to be regretted that any member of
the medical. body couldeend forth.sueh an adver-
tisement—~not that iV matters mugh at.wha price
an individual may estimate. His- servioes, but be-
y tadowen the meapectability
of the profession gensrally: in the, public eye.
Trusting you: wall ;shink ;thepe TRmATE,
of insertion in your widely Uatad 3o

- L have the honpwr. 10 bee D!

. Your most-ohediqut Jumble: gexvant,
. LA : DBAGTITIQNER. .
Qet. 214 . I ) IR S I
N . PRI S IR

" ANDOVER UNION: © wiv

At o meeting of the medieal -officurs ‘of (thi
Andover Union, keld at Andover on'the 26th
day of October, 1847, the following resotution
was unanimously adopted :— Ao

That this meeting, representing the
of the medical officers of the Antlower'
deprecates ‘the t inade
medieal officers sanetioned by the sout-
missioners. And thatthis 'meeting pledyes ttaelf
to support the Convention of Pebr-tew Sergeons
about to assemble in Londen, fer-tho parpuse of
securing more adehath’ aud fust temenderation
to the wmion medichl “Gfiders throughioat this
eountry‘."" TR Y T fae el ]

' v e B Gledrgd 81 Fayne..
ar bt e s ou L Odtivivd Bulnmiond,

Henry Ryder,

= .-~ Jobhm-Smith
VA AR N ARINY, 1%‘;33/ :
/) .
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At the Mor ' Wity e
were occupledlg‘ ?lét:% 4 ﬁ&m
differcnrees bétween My: David Phillips, m
of "Newhbuse, near Totnes,” and" ¥p!
kin, surgeon, of the samheé ‘plaee. MwB
of Totnes, selicitor, a_p}wuedforthemm t;
atid ‘My. Lavers, solititor, of Piym - Tor-the
defendunt. 'xcap{mred.mm ‘stetametivef the
eomplrirignt’s go! ieitorand from the dvidEnge that
the complaittany and defendakt’ Héd" Bear’ st
wvaridnce for some time-past; ‘#nd it the-com-
plainaht had maededifferent reiresentiitfors o the
rlaw commissionets to prevent the déferdant
om acting as a surgeoq in various parishes in
the Totnets Tnlon, 31 which sentations had
falled to produte the effet He i*: Oft the

9th of SeptemBer deft nf‘w’astﬂhelhdm
Ber +Comish, alrother

fair in eomphny with ) .
geon. Mr. Cornish m finding fault with ‘(e
defendant insoméprofessional maters, whencom-
lainant: cntered the' room “of the “Whits Hart
Fom, where déferi@ant and Mr: Cordist were in
conversation. 'Defetrdant joineft' ih‘ dik ‘éon-
versation, and"told complaihant ' fié hdd deted
very scandalously towsards hitm, ard ek feszed to
Mr, Cormish his surprise that hd shouldde talking
to a person whowas insane. It appeared that
defendant left the room, and the ‘complainant
took the chair in whith M.  Daykin had
been sitting. On defendant's return he re-
uested complainant to move; which he de-
&ined to do; defendant then told complatnant if
he did not ‘move, he would make . Upon
this the complainant left the ropm, gaying on the
way ¢ You-are ablackguard; I didnot expect to
come iwto such blackgudrd 'cor "t O
that Mr. Cornish said to Mr. Daykin, 7 ¥ou are
not going to stand thati¥’ and the'ddfendant
then followed the complainant intd¥he kitchen,
and-there pulled his nose, saying  That is the
way I treat such fellows ae you.™ Mny witnesses
were examined for thecomplainantand defendant,

and Mr, Luvers didresedd the stating that
it-was quite wdnitted by ‘thi ' defendaht that he
hed agsaulted Mr. P dtsd1thie ¢ hind been
o reRofe' 10 thudd /sheditred i obder to
bim:that ke’ O 4éotdl-fiot be
permitted to attack hi in any way he
thought proper.
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Mr. Lavers commented at considerable length
on the system of annoyance which the com-
plainant had attempted towards the defendant,
and the result of which had not been as com-
plainant désired; but the only satisfaction that
complainant could ever from 'defendant was
the expression of his ' readiness at all times to
meke 'hpﬁbﬁ'if' he was in the wrong. Mr.
Lavers: tisbtired : s that the course
the vothplAlfidht had' hdbpted would 'only give
comp¥alinnts of sotion dgainst him in case
he could grové speeiul’ damage, ‘and that such a
remedy -would be in this case utterly useless.
As regards ‘deferidant e had-naturally to regret
ever having made acquaintanc with the com-
plainant, for the complainant had used every op-

rtunity to jsjuge’ and: annoy him behind his
gzck. . Lavers called on the magistrates to
disniss the. .apmﬁpn; bat should this decision
be:against his client he was satisfied the penalty
they. would impose would be such a one as, con-

sidering the nature of the aggravation, they

thonght. the: case merited, and not such as the
inant's attorney sought. .

‘s istnates consulted together far a sho:

time, eod said, they greatly regretted that a mis-

understending should arise between profgssional

e awhom the;public relied for their services

would be sufficient. They declined, ' howaever,
to require defendant to find sureties. The fine
was immediately paid. « The case lasted upwards
of three houtes;! . |l

dinnegmsteee—]———

TEE BMIGRANT JEVER IN CANADA. .

Trs Hearth op vun Crey.or ToronTo.—We!
cannot wsy/a grest ideal on this subjegt. Both!
town and country still remain sickly, but the:
prevalent disease is. putting on. 8 more modified
type.. Intermittents and remittents are also more
eommon than typhus; and quotidian aghe,mat
much known in this viginity hitherto, i8-now
seen. very frequently. Opinons gain strength
that. most of cases of fever in and about
mngatonb&hu summer have been occasionpd, not
so much by the importation of the ship fever, as'
by the missma or malaria generated by the un-
toward. lowering_ of the waters of the Ridesu
Canal, ;thereby oxposing to the action of the
heated. atmosphere the mud bottows of many
mgs saves of drowned land.—British Whig.

leadeiing g LTI e o
o7, (From the Faronto Patriot.)

"1‘, ® leagn, from an intelligent friend, wh;) has

come down from -the vicinity of the Grand
iver, that, t ,ou%l:auqk.qw has. prevailed to a
‘:qr, extent in that neighbourhoed, very little
boep traceable to the emigrants, The cases

of fever have almost all been of the remittent or
ntermittant.character. Dysentary has been also
very .prevalent and severe, byt our informant
states; positively that in no respect, but severity
_haxe the prevalent diseases varied from the ordi-
_nary-epidemics conuested with the season of the
B L o P T

- :gBMI@BANT BOSPITAL, POINT BT, CHARLES,
.,d}!mﬁba of siek ?8 :l;e 10th of September,
19 B : =

b e e e a7
' aa b ee 366
.q'J 0 1 S e ‘e e 203
4 oo b LT —
magre toobotal oo .. L. 1008
;5&3 ) .the last twenty-four howrs ;:—

.o ..

A BV n' cheetl e
b, gﬂl‘.’olcw; PR
od e

., e 1
. . e 8
Ooat 3ed T wigs -, —
LINIEW ‘(l!m,:'ul_"- " ae .o 13
ceher T ob by -

o 20 Quabec Mereury.) - -
%‘rﬁns the many remonatrances of
the Canadiap press, and in' the face of the swful
w 9f wisoery, sickness, and death hitherto
n 9, eligration of this year, we

BECLA €7 R SHUSHBEIFIE

'
H

eed, and, under all the circumstances |
of the ensay . they thought that if they fined the
defendentin the penaty of (103, and costs that:

find renewed instances (of the most melancholy
description) of the recklessness with which the
lower classes in Ireland, England, arid Scotland
are eont off to find an’ early grave in Canada, or
to drag out 'a misemble existence here for w
briefly ted period:” '

‘The last ease'in point is the -ship Superior,
from Londonderry, now at Grés:¢ Isle. This
vedsel left with 366 passengers. ' Her deaths on
the passage ampuns to’ 20, and 1207 sick (of
typhus fever and' dysentery) have been landed
at the quarantine station. "Of the-namber (not
positively il}) sent to the sheds for the reception
of the healthy, the inspecting medical officer is
of opihion that no more than twelve can be said
to be free from the diseass. The whole of these
poor creatures ‘are gaid to exoeed in squalor,
wretchedness, filth, and misery, any that have
arrived from the ol country during this season
of misery and death, One fact will sufice to
illustrate the wretched condition of these poor
creatures, and to coanvey ‘a fearful idea of the
miserable position in which they are 'about to
find themsetves, It iz given in & few words:—
8o destitute were they, the captain had to cutup
the oanvas bread-bags to furnish clothing for |
some of ‘them! Is mot this t appalling? |
What hearts must those possess who could- de-
liberately expose their fellow-creatures to misery :
such as we now detad? Man cries' shame upoh
his fellow-man for such cool, calculating, .um]
mercenary ntrocit{. : SRUURAN

A second vessel, freighted with Highlanders,

equally as miserable and filthy in conditfon: s

/| any hitherto reported, is also at Grosse Iste at.

thms moment—the Bliva Jones, from Glasgow,
with: 3G9 ‘passengers. ' She has tanded 30 wielcrat’
thé station,and lost 30 during the voyage.
LR SEELE B B R S A S A A

1 ; (From the Quéeboe Ghronioke, Sept.'18)) " . -
! Ouv'ddviots frum Grosse Isle are up €0 yoster-.
‘day. ' AN thetents'were strick some days sincé.
On 'Taésday last thé churches were omptied of

their sick, Have been thoroughly cleansed and |

famigated, and how revert to their original pur-
poses.” On Wednesday the old passengers’ sheds
wera vacated (they had been converted into hos-
pitals about the erid of May), and the number of
sick reduced to 1327; of whom 150 were con-
valescents, who have been sent to the east end of
the {sland, where there have been established
malé and fermale convalescent wards. All the
sick are now in hospital.’ The medical atd hos-
%ital staffs have been reduced. The services of

rs. M‘Grath, Sauve, and Jameson have been
dispensed with, and Dr, Wallace will leave the
ensuing week. The reduction has likewise ex-

tended to the orderlies and nurses. Thgh?upiml

stato on the 10th wasas follows:— '~~~ '
Men . . .. " 483
‘Women .. . 472
Children .. 352

1307
Between the 6th and the 9th inst., the deaths
were 104, )

GOSSIP OF THE WEEK.

NAVAL PROMOTIONS AND AFPPOINTMENTS.—
Surgeons: R, M‘Cormick, to the Pisgard; 1. W,
Jewell, to the Victory ; Benj. Bunce, to the Ocean.
—Asgistant-Surgeons: Alexander Browning, and
Evan Evans (1842), to the'rank of Surgeon—the
latter promoted andappoirited tb the Bellerophon,

for his services in the Gm%m steamer, while in |

the Parana River ; Dr. R. Fualton,'to'Cockatrice;
W. G. M‘Clare, to Poictiers;' Wiliam TElls
Hambly, to Caledonia. T
‘AroTuEcARIES’ HarL.—Gentléemen admitted
members on Oct. 14 : Theodore Rémney Willan
Humphry Sandwith, Henry William Hayward
Richardson, William ' Beedxler Dencon, and
William Parker Shipton.—Oct. 21: Frederick
Farr, Charles' Gage Brown, Joseph Holmes
Buxton, John Fisher, Henry Hurris Muggeridge,
John Newton, and William Bannister, -
- S0CTETT Yor RELIEP oF WIDOWS AND ORPHANS

""" Basrorp BoArp oF

or MeprcaL MeN 1N LoNDoN AND 178 VICINITY,
—A half-yearly general court of the members of
this society was held at the Gray’s.inn Coffee-
house, Hol ,on Wednesday: evenin¥ the 20th
inat.i.d!S;r Cha:ll‘es Mmﬂo%d Clurkm, :;t.. tl]:o
t, in the chair, :2Itwppéused: fom the
l;:m which were resd, that botwosme Novsmber
and May ‘last twentystwo wideows hiad reobtved
half yearly grants at the rateef £88 per anfitm,
nine-widows at the rate!ul £39 per warntan{ throe
erphans at'£26, and:ons-at'£0 ; thit elght/ ol
dren had peceived.simalier gvants, 3aud' éne- widew
a grant of £10 forimmediaterelief. Two dbwaps
plieationsfor relief har bearrreoelvad drd anuhiled
to, and the-oburt ofdirectorshad-a,
mittee to -consider; whethsb: 'thé: stnsis 'grds
to widows #nd orphansatight with: sufbtg ba'ie
cressed. A’ boquest of '£160; by Hiwe Iirtd Dr
Kerrison, had boen recoived: tuty fave/ - A ballot
then took ' place: for tive:vlestiém of vlioars and

directors for she edsuiag ybas.  Drn.Darntr, e
treasurer, was: elected @ Yi vt inplaee
of ‘Dr. Mann Burtows;: ad ;. Thomes <A,

Stone, Esq., was'elécted treasttedin phuds of DA
Tarner; snd, in pisesiof the #x sénivr divedtdrs
who retire it fotstiony she . foll 'pdntietion
were slected diréttors, wiz., Drs. epige Bur-
rows and Ferguson; Messrs. Wormald, Liuous,
Taw;apd I Btarm,. 0 - e e o

; ‘Fme uare Sre:Aserer Coorar.—The -follow-
idg inseription hasrecently been engraved on the
_pedestal of - the nxionamaeut; by: Baily, etected to
nbmsw?' of .8iv AL or, in 8t, Paul's Ca-
.thédral; by the subscriptions of ‘the'frignds and
prpilsef the late bazenetaw  «worr it om0,
REPYRNE 1 ] Puston Covper; Bart:, -
oo KuGHL F;R)S‘.,’BJ(HL‘.J Mot

.~ Mbmbet of tie Natidual -Instituty of Prance,

|- Bergeant Surgesn.to;their late Mejesties - -

.,hrr}:“;ﬂurgalv;. wmgnﬂw, LR
o g f ut,“sﬁy asenrt Vidterts,
. And for & peried of forey-two-years =
- Biorgeon:td Guiy’'d Howplea¥, 10 - -
.- .Bom 1768, 'Died: 2842 -
LRI r:."..,iu‘!n:ul,ﬁirlrl,,'.

_ Animatéd by a fervent attachmient
To the scicmce and pradtioe of hils profession,
1t was: the study:of -his Jife ‘to sugment and

1 Theresourcts:bf B :
by a riiostassidubusg; behevolesit; dnd
- 3 Rt S ST , o
Applicatibn of Ris'tima and talents 7' -
To this noble department/of the Healing art,’
Not lisicoungry dlone, but the wor ;
Becameiindebtd te Hisiexertions !
And femiliar with his e,
his excellence and their adomi-
o ration, G L0
" Hiis contemporaries and pupils.. < . |
_ Have crected this monument to perpetuate -
s His name and his example. . " .
Guarpiaxs, Oct. 5, —
Present 3 H, Sleight, Esq. (chairman), and
Messrs. Baile , Pyatt, Burrows, Elliott, Barrow,
Morrison, Faulconbridge (Bulwell), Widdowsan,
Mellows, Bennett, and Nuttall, Paupers in the
house, 312, being an increase of eight over the
%receding week ; out-relief to .2542 persons,
198. 11s. 28d. A report from. a committee
a¥pointed with refercnce to the salaries of three
of the medical officers was read, and ordered to
be considered next Tuesday,—Oct...12.
sent : Henry Sleight,” Esq. d&cbé
Messrs. Birkin, Bailey, Nuttall, Faulconbridge
gBulwell.;i Hemsley (G'otluu;x?. Ward, Hewitt,
arrow, Hobson, Bennett, Poale, Toplis, Martin,
and Widdowson, In the house, 303; admitted
during the week, 14 ; discharged, 21; dead, 2.
Out-relief to 2908 persons, £200. 4s, 53d. e
report above referred to was received and
adg})teﬂ. and the recommendation cortained in
it of increasing the salarics of two of the medical
officers to the amount together of £23. per
annam, will be reported to the poor-law com-
missioners for their sariction. The following re-
solutions were unanimously adopted :—Resolved
—4'That this board having taken into considera-
tion & series of resolutions passed at a meeting of

2oLl
’

" And

-As 8 memorial of

3
(n

Pre-
irman), and




48

THE MEDICAL TIMES.

the medical officers of this union, at the Flying
Hotel, Nottingham, on the 2nd instant ; as like-
wise 8 communication from Mr, Ebsworth, re-
eaived this morning, on the same subject ; and
finding, on reference to the union accounts, that
the payments for medical officers for attendance
on poor have been steadily on the ad-
vance for several years past, and have now
reached so large an amount as £700 per annum—
being an advance of about 70 per cent. on the
same description of ehu;‘;e- from the year 1842 —
decline, in the present depreseed state of affuirs
throughout :nl:m portion of this union, and the
consequent i ity of the ratepayers to meet
the demands made upon them, to make any fur-
ther advance upon the salaries of their medical
officers, except in the special cases referred to in
a subsequent resolution; but they are quite pre-
pared to relieve the medical officers from engage-
ments for which they represent tlgmulogcto.bc
: oly remunerated, by accepting their resig-
nations at the termination of the current guarter.—
Resolved —'Lhat it appearing further to this
board that two of the medical officers conneocted
with the passing of the resolution above referred
to, received, during the year terminating the 20th
of Beptember last, £160 for attendance on poor
persons, exclusive of the whole cost of mainte-
nance of horses and charge for drugs (as per ac-
count rendered by themselves), the board
therefore consider they have in this fact an
additional reason for refusing any further ad-
wance of salary to such officers,—Resolved—That
the board having taken into consideration a

revious application for advance of salary, by

essrs.. Burrows and Orton, have agreed to add
to the salary of Mr. Burrows the sum of £15 per
annwm, and to that of Mr, Orton the sum of £8
per ennum, to commence from the termination of
the last quarter.”

MepicaL ReLier.—A married woman of the
name of Dament died recently, after a short and
sharp illness, at Waldringfield, in the Wood-
bridge Union. She was visited by no medical
man, though the husband, having an order for
his attendance, waited upon the dmstrict surgeon,

- stated the urgent spmptoms of his dying wife
and the meggaf gentleman in queltior:
Mr, Moore) to visit her. With that request

r. Moore did not comply. The woman died at
eleven o’clock the same night. The board of
rdians meet, and the Waldringfield guardian
gun'.hgs the ¢ase before them. He produces the
husband of the deceased and the nurse who
attended her, and co::{:him of neglect on
the part of the medical officer. e board deli-
berates, divides, and, after much discussion,
adopts this as its final decision:—*That Mr.
Moore be reprimanded.”” The following embrace
the main facts of the husband’s (Dament) state-
ment. Though couched in simple phrase, there
are points in his narrative which suggest matter
for reflection :—James Dament, the husband of
the deceased, said : On Friday, the 1st of October
last, 1 left my wife at home in good health, At
half-past six o’clock, when I came home, I
foung her lying on the bed, but not undressed,
extremel 1{11 and suffering great pain. She said
to me, **I am very ill;" I said, *I see you are.”
She continued ill. I sat up with her all night.
She had violent pain, sickness, and bowel com-
plaint. At three o'clock in the morning the
symptoms abated—both sickness and purging—
and she seemed rather better. From three
o’clock till six this improvement lasted. At six
ghe asked me to go and call Nurse Button to
come to her, to mﬁae her a cup of tea, I went
to Nurse Button. She was not stirring. I called
at the window and told her that my wife was
very ill. Shesaid, “She would come;” and, to
the best of my knowledge and belief, Nurse
Button went to her about six o’clock. I went to
my work. At half-past two o’clock in the after-
noon Nurse Button came to me while I was at
my work in the fields; told me that my wife was
very bad ; that she saw a great change in her for
the worse between one and two o’clock. I came
home directly. Xsawiny wife,and was sure she was
agreat dealworse. Iwent directly to the overseer

foran orderfor thedoetar (Mr. Moore). Mr. Salters,
the overseer, was not at home. I stated to Mrs,
Salters how bad my wife was, and the danger
she was in, and Mrs. Salters gave me an order to
Mr. Moore for his attendance. I came on to
Woolbridge to Mr. Moore as guick as I could.
1 got to Mr. Moore’s house about half-past four.
I saw Mr. Moore a few minutes after I came. I
gave Mr. Moore the order, and I told him my
wife was very dangerously ill. He asked me
when my wife was taken ill? I told him, “on
Friday afternoon.” ‘Why,” said he, ““did you
not come to me in the morning ?"’ I said that,
though she was very ill over night, she secmed a
trifle Letter towards the morning, and that I did
not wish to trouble him without great occasion,
Mr. Moore said “he had been close by; he had
not been home more than ten minutes ; his horse
had been out, an1 that he would not go to my
wife; if he did he might always be riding
about!” He asked the particulars of her com-
plaint, and I told him as clearly as I could what
they were, He then said he knew what to do
for her as well as if he had seen her, Ile asked
me if she had much fever? I said yes, and that
she was very thirsty. Mr. Mooie ordered me
some medicine to take home with me. M.
Moore's young man told me the cffect was to
make my wife sick, and when it operated to iive
the sick woman plenty of warm water. I had
also some fever powders given me. My wife was
to take one of them every two or three hours in
a little cold water. 1 got home about half-past
six, and gave the medicine to Nurse Button.
Nurse Button said my wife was 8o low and weak
she dared not give her the emetic. A fever
powder was given her about about two hours
after I got home. About eleven o’clock the same
night she died. The next morning—Sunday
morning—at a quarter past seven o'clock, I went
to Mr. Moore to tell him that my wife was dead.
I saw his stable-man, and told him to tell his
master that my wife was dead, so that he need
not trouble himself to come over to Waldring-
field, for she was gone. I went on to Melton ;
and between eight and nine o’clock, as I came
back, I saw Mr. Moore. I told him my wife was

one. Ie seemcd struck and said, ' Ifhe'd a

nown she a been so bad he would have come
last night.”

PoisoNINg BY A SomvamsuList.—The subject
of animal magnetism is about to come before a
criminal court of law in Belgium, in reference to
a charge of manslaughter against a mesmeric
practitioner, Mlle. W—, who professed to dis-
cover by mesmerism inward diseases and their
remedics. This woman prescribed, while in a
mesmeric trance, & certain medicinal compound
for one of her patients at Antwerp. The pre-
scription was made up, and taken according to
order, and the patient died very shortly atter-
wards, obviously from the effects of some very
active poison. Thé woman is to be tried for the
crime. It appears to be rather against clairvoyance
that, while the mesmsrist professed to have
power of detecting inward disease, she was
unable to foresee tshat her medicine would in-
fallibly destroy the life of her patient !

THe CHoLeERA,—M4aLTA, Oct, 7.—The Board
of Health have come to a determination that
vessels arriving from ports where the cholera
exists, having actually on board cases of sickness
or death, or having had either the one or the
other within twelve days previous to arrival at
Malta, will not be permitted to enter even the
quarantine harbour, but must remain cruising in
and off the harbour for such a number of days as
the Board of Health may decide. Upon the re-
port of the quarantine physicians, who will go
alongside such vessels, and obtain the necessary

informatian as to the nature of the disease, the.

Board of Health will then fix the number of days
before such vessels can be allowed to cnter the

uarantine harbour, and they will be subject
then to perform such period of quarantine as the
board may, under the circumstances of the case,
think proper to impose.

Tre CHoLeERA 1¥ Russia.—Letters from St.
Petersburgh of the th state that, on the

authority of the official reports received by the
Government, the cholera continued to advance
towards the north and east, Cases of it had
occurred at Orel, at Toula, and even in the village
of Pensa, situated at only leagues from Mos-
cow. In the province of Astrakan, in which
there were 31,300 inhabitants, 5915 cases had
occurred, and 3131 deaths. The disease still
rages with great severity at Tscharno-Jarsk, and
in the environs. At Saratoff, the capital of the
province of that name, 2500 persons had
attacked, 1991 of whom died. In the country
of the Coseacks of the Don there had been 12,651
cases, of which 7017 terminated fatally. At
Charcow 63 ons had been carried off, and on
Sept. 156 there were 588 sick at Kursk. At
‘Woronesch, a town with a tﬁnpulmion of 44,000,
the cholera broke out on the 4th of September,
with 420 new cases, and 150 deathshad occiu-re(i
daily. On the 16th there were 1019 gersons i
of the cholera in the hospital, 418 of whom were
attacked the same day. The number of deaths
on that day was 162.

CHoLERA.—Some years ago, when Asiatic
cholera wes in. the south of France, a physician
of Marseilles, having noticed that charcoal-mea
were exempt from the disease, determined to
try charcoal as a remedy for it, and was emi-
nentlg successful in his practice. As no cffectual
remedy for the disease appears to have been
hitherto discovered, and as charcoal would at
any rate be harmless, it might be well worth a
trial, both in Asiatic and other cholera. Its
action is understood to be antiseptic: by cor-
recting the putrid condition of the bowels the
disease is said to be checked. °

A number of young medical men have left
Berlin for the Russian provinces, to study the
progress of the malady.

The Awgeburg Gasetts contrediets the of
the cholera having eppeared in Morevia and

Silesia,

The Scientific Congress at Tours, of which the
session is just terminated, have assembled nearly
o thousand learned men of all nativns. Those
parts of the %!:egmmme relating to the medical
science have been the subject of numerous com~
munications and spirited discussions.

e

MORTALITY TABLRE
For the Week ending Saturday, Oct. 23, 1847,

Average of
Causes of Death. Total. b
Summers.
ALL CAUBRS.......s| 967 1040
SPECIFIED CAUSES...| 965 1039
Zymotic (or Epidemic, En-
demic, and Contagious)
Diseases coveaveecenss.| 206 211
SPorADIC DISEASES.
Dropsy, Cancer, and other|
Disenses of unocertain or| ¢
variable Scat -..ove0ei{ 96 104
Diseases of the Brain, Spiual
Marrow, Nerves, und
DIEBeeescossceaarse.f 133 167
Diseases of the Lungs, and
of the other Organs of
Respiration .... ......| 233 333
Diseases of the Heart an
Blood-vessels.:......... 34 34
Diseases of the Stomach,
Liver, and other
of Digestion ...........| 87 T4
Discases of the Kidneys, &e.| 10. 9
Childbirth, Diseases of the|.
Uterus, &c. 13 14
Rbeumatism, Diseases of]
the Bones, Joints, &e. ... [ 7
Diseases of the Skin, Cellu-
lar Tissue, &e. «.ovvees 3 L
Old Age.coooococcnanen| 38 65
Violence, Privation, Cold,
and hw“nun 19 29
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ON THE CAUSES OF DEATH AFPTER
SEVERE SURGICAL OPERATIONS.
By HENRY 8MITH, Feq, Surgcon,

Late House-8urgeon to King’s College Hospital.

{Continved from p. 637.)

I '‘come now to consider the causes of death
after the operation for hernia—a subject replete
with much interest to every member of the pro-
fession ; as it is an operation which arty one may
be called upon without warning to perform, it is,
therefore, highly necessary to have a correct
knowledge of the dangers which attend it, and
of those circumstances which have an influence
in bringing about a fatal result. The mortality
from this operation is, unfortunately, strikingly
large; and one who has had no experience on
the subject, or has not made himself ncquainted
with the recorded experience of others, might
naturally wonder at the little amount of success
which usually attends this operation—not in
itself half so formidable or dangerous as man
other tﬁratiom in which the mortality is muc
less. us Dr. Inman has shown in the Lancet
for Oct. 5, 1844, that the mortality in hernia
was one in two; whilst in lithotomy, that most
difficult and formidable operation, the mortality
was one in seven. When we come, however, to
look into the causes of death in those cases I shall
raention, and in operations for hernia generally,
we shall find that it is not to the mere operation
that death is due, but that it is generally owing
to eircumstances which have nothing to do with
the operation, and which I may with truth say
are allowed to take place mostly through the
neglect of the patients themselves, but sometimes

a want of care and decision on the part
of the r:fedical attem}ant. N

Out of ten cases of strangulated hernia, whic!
are down on my list, where the operation was
performed there were six deaths; and we shall
find that they sufficiently illustrate the various
modes of death after this operation.

The first case, ulthoufh it happened some years
ago, I recollect well. The subjeet of it was an
old, healthy man, between sixty and seventy.
He had a hernia which became s ated, and
remained 8o for two or threedays without proper
measures being resorted to for relisf. The con-
sequence was, that when brought under the
notice of the surgeon who operated, he was in a
very bad condition, exhausted with suffering.
Further delay was, unfortunstely, permitted erc
the operation was done. It was difficult and
tedious ; the man died whilst the operstor was
in the act of returning the liberated gut.

The second case was an aged female, who, I
may say, lost her life through the unpardonable
neglect of the surgeon who first attended her.
She had been under his care for several days,
for inflammation of the bowels; as she did not
improve under his treatment she was sent.into
King's Co].hgo Hospital ; when a small, tense,
and painful femoral hernia was detected. Her

deemed it right to give her the only chance of
recovery. On opening the sac it was found that
the bowel had become gangrenous, and had given
wa%.‘ Death ensued in ten hours.

e third case wassomewhat similar, inasmuch
es there had been t neglect and delay. The
operation was ormed, but the patient sank
within a few hours, purely from exhaustion.

The fourth case was that of a young man, who
had had symptoms of strangulated hernia for
some time. He bore the operation very well, but
symptoms of 'Feritom”tis set in, and he quickly
was earried off.

The fitth case I have not the particulars of.

The sixth case was an elderly woman, who
had laboured under symptoms of strangulation
for some days before remedial measures were
employed. The local symptoms were not severe,
and thc tumour was lax and not very painful;
the surgeon, thinking that the operation might
be dispensed with, unfortunately deferred it some
twenty-four hours. The operation was long and
tedious ; she sank in a few hours entirely from
the shock.

Now, most of these patients died from shock,
one would say, carelessly and technically
speaking, from the shock of the operation; we
find that one poor fellow actually died under the
knife of the operator—a thing rarely witnessed
now-a-days. Is, then, the shock after this ope-
ration so dreadful and so much more severe than
that from other operations? If not, how are these
deaths to be accounted for?

There is a certain amount of collapse after this
operation, as after all other severe operations ; but
we must inquire a little more closely, and then
we shall find a true cause for the mortality. In
all those cases where the patients died from ex-
haustion, there had been neglect, and the
strangulation had existed for a considerable time
before the operation was performed for its relief.
In one case it had existed for five or six days,
and was treated by the careless practitioner for
inflammation of the bowels ; it apparently never
entered his mind to put his hand on to the ab-
domen and endeavour to ascertain what was
producing all the mischief. I suppose he was
one of those practitioners who, in their treatment
of disease, confine themselves to symptoms only,
and do not bother themselves about causes.

In the other cascs the patients had neglected
themselves until the time for a successful ope-
ration had passed by; we can thus readily
understand how it is that such cases as these

fatal. During the time that strangulation

as existed there must necessarily have been
great suffering ; the powers of life were gradunlly
getting depressed, and acute morbid actions
were going on. In no one disease, perhaps, does
exhaustion so soon show itself as in acute ob-
struction of the bowels, and in none are prompt
measures of relief more imperatively demanded.
The next effect to this great cxhaustion is inflam-
mation of the peritoneum ; and, should not relief
be soon afforded, the last and most serious oc-
currence—namely, gangrene of the intestine—

held out to the patient.

A surgeon is called to such a case, He finds
his patient has been ill for some days; he is
vomiting constantly ; his belly is swelled and
tender, and his pulse is rapid and small. He
feels it his duty to operate; he does so, and, in
some apparently desperate cases, recovery takes
place : but, in the majority of cases, asin those I
have mentioned, the slighter shock of the opera-
tion, added to the tremendous shock of the dis-
ease, is sufficient to carry the patient off. He may,
in such cases, be said to die, not in consequence
of the operation, but after the operation. It is
the delay, and not the surgcon’s knife, which de-
stroys the patient. I believe that most of such
cases woulg recover were the operation resorted
to at an early period ; but many persons, espe-
cially the poor and ignorant, do not apply until
they feel their symptoms becoming intolerable,
and great prostration of strength has ensued.
But it is not in all cases the fault of the patient,
It must be confessed that sometimes the medical
attendant is much to blame : either through some
inconceivable carelessness, or a natural timidity
and dislike to using the kuife, he allows the fa-
vourable opportunity to go by. If, through this
extraordinary mental opacity, the hernia is not
looked for, and consequently not discovered (and
every one who has been much amongst the poor.
knows that some people, especially old women,
although having a knowledge of the existence of
a swelling in the groin, will not mention the cir-
cumstance), the patient is treated by calomel,
croton oil, black ughts, and turpentine, with
no benefit, to the great amazement of the at-
tendant ; or, if it is discovered, and the surgeon
be a hesitating and undecided man, not trusting
to his own resources, but flying to others for as-
sistance, the hernia is squeezed and pushed
about, and the symptoms aggravated, or valuable
time is lost in preparing and trying various re-
medial measures for its reduction, and hoping
against hope.

The dangers of this delay cannot be too strongly
impressed upon our minds. That illustrious
surgeon, Sir Astley Cooper (whose opinions on
every point of surgery, and particularly on this
subject, should be received with reverence), was
strongly impressed with the truth of this when
he raid, “It is the most egregrious ignorance

ossible to delay the operation o long, asis often
gone, thereby wasting those precious moments
which, if properly used, might have been spent
in saving the life of the patient. The delay is
the cause of the danger, and not the operation.”

If we look over the reports of the various hos-
pitals, we shall find that the majority of cases
where death ensued after the operation for hernia
were those in which strangulation had existed
for some time, and the paticnts had become much
exhausted. }

We see, then, that a great number of persons
die purely from shock after the operation, and
that, too, unconnected with any pani_cular lesion.
But there is another oondition which causes a
fatal result ; and, although it produces death by
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shock or collapse, yet it is peculiar, and requires
a slight notice. 1'mean gangrene of the bowel.
Thesecand. thise I have mentioried illustrates this.
‘When, as; inthip.ease, strangulation is allowed-
to comtinue: far-seweral days, the probability is

that mortification of. the bowel will take place ;

and, sliou}d the:aporation be, performed, the pa-
tient will fim:maes.caess .die, not certainly from:
the opefatien; bus.from. the ¢xhaustion ‘ctised

by gangrene Mavieg takesi, place.. If, s in this

ease, the bowal hek begame orated, the con:

tents will be extravesated ipte the abdomen, and

geriwn‘ch b caueed ; hut the patient will pro-

ably die before this-becomes extensive. '~ -

Out of1six canes which my friend Mr. Haynes'| g

‘Walton opersted. on, thgre were two deaths.
One of theim was. produced by, gargrene of the
::rel; it ::;“ mpgr{or?t«e ,.and '110‘19 w}elre
y: el ¢ae. of peritonitis. Tn this
m&dﬂmhﬂd é;ispled five days before
my friemt was valled; the patient sank next day
entirely-from collepse, pros
"B ons o the, o mepliongl ‘dedth we
Jn 'one: of ¢he:. ¥ -meptioned ‘death was
apeedily- .:,e‘.:’u}:ﬂy. Oy ‘an acute
attack of peritenitis.efter the operatioi. ‘"This i
a ‘frequent couse, of Mﬂ ter oIl operdtions |
om the abdamen and pelvis, byt éspe-
cially so afier hernia... Fiven in those’ opetations:
where the peritonetsm js pot, wpunded, as in liga-
tmot'ueng:md lithotomy, death s not un-.
frequently. dua. to ;this cause, and e tannot,
wonder  that it should frequently .occur wheh
the lihing: 'membrane - of  the abdomen s cdt’
through ; - tha.it is 'we find that, ;!_lthough
patient ‘mmy seodver; from a\o.collapse‘ of the
ease and the oparation, ke muy b carried, .oq

F e O T T T .

The: surgearisia mlweys. ahxious. on this spore,
and fearful fok theisesils, when, symptots show
themusebwés ;| hegmaeary oisins 0 S

Ina ajonity of instpnces the fiiflirma.
- e '”fﬁf off 1 nog, dife’
the upaxatien iadll byt it Bap extited
previously, as:oneofithe a_ono( strangiiladion’;
md;-l‘dlouqhybp-th.mown_non the cause s ‘re-
m*‘tad“ » the *ct i mot.in. il instapcep, gon-

Mypéritonitis
is M:A t;ite.'qu)
anxiety, givie smmaze
the more ‘setere ﬂ':
tion, the thore likelihagd s there of ‘its’ per-
sistence, and vice verede.” These facts egain show '
what lamentable./oansequences. arise  fratih de-’
laying the operdtioms #e long #s strangulation |
exists inflammationwi ”m‘mmﬂf ; and,”
when the surgeoa-is detarmined to act, he will
})rob:'t:ly o‘:\zeuhm'ﬂa» disagree h:b'le task of per-
orméng ‘a- ‘operation, where athcxwise lite
= i'upmwnﬁ'i v, 1 beh.c’ }h'tte |

ifis .may, . ieve, often be
brought abowt by the remedial measures which
are too frequently eavelessly and unscientifically’
employed before the operatian, such as strong
purgatives used before the hernia is discovered,
and’ the repeated .applimtion of the taxis hy
various ‘parties. . In Mr., Walton's second fatal
case, modt éxtensive, pritonitis, with consider-
able effusion of setum: and Jymph, existed, In’
his abcoumt of the-mme be says:—* The taxis
had been applied: ysaeversl swgeons, much force
used, ‘snd the intestines Jerribly squeezed about.”
Injury to the in'testines by aeans of pressing and-
gueezing ;'!inl:.cause umyoh,sush u}om{rmhéhief i
an epéhi eqpefitengum by the knife. '
It may-not be out of place here to, g;ellfu ltfle
upon a subject whick i, or. qught to be, ex-
tre! -!ys%ho' ing) Ao -avery gfmuca.! au;geqnf,
name! 3§ nay o7 aat, of opening the pe-
ritoneal saey ‘u.mmmm Jhow fae woundeng
the perivenenmm: the fatelity after the
operetiorifor hemias . .0 ¢ .o

*’Fhieve ‘oun Be-listle. doubt..that gperations on
the abdomen are attended with more danger
when the delicate and highly-yascular investing
membtanmis wou than, ;;_en_x‘. itis viot ;' and
there can be little doubt that &’ vaat "amquit of
petionts die from inflammation of thik m&um

i
by,

ced by the morbid |

- 4

x4 s i

.instead of coming from the internal iliac, it

or behind Gimbernat's ligament to reach ,the !

after the operation for hernia, in which the peri-
toneum is wounded ; and it is this circumstance
which has led ssme eminent foreign and Biitish
s—~Petit, Asiley Cooper, Aston Key, and
Luke~to fipd oyt s method, by hltering the
operating process, of pbnaﬁp&thm danger ; dnd
their { especially ‘that of" Mr. ‘Aston
Key (whose.monograph on the subject should be
in the librasy of every surgeon) and of Mr. Luke,"
has been-suifficient. to show that' this: itiéde of|

ro¢eeding wmay be in many instatices - foltowed:
h great »Ad‘gqm e to t{c patient, At the

same time. it muat. be admitted that the objeo-
tions which - have been adyanced’agamst it dy
ood authorities cannot be reasoned away. -Any
one who han had buta very limited experience in
cases of hernia cannot help being convinoed of
the truth of this; and it, perhaps, is a question
whether the greatly-to-be-feared’ danger from'’
opening.the sac—namely, peritqnitis——is not in’
the majority of eaees which prove fatal dependent,
not upon the surgeon’s knife and fingets, but on
camses . existing and acting antecedent ‘to the:
opérution, for. in most of the fatal cases,
when there has been delay, .inﬂamﬁx!mnlhiof
already set in ta & great extent; and, if so, R i»
not subdued, although the ‘cause rmay be' re-«
The objections against. returning a hemia
without opening the sac are, that adhesions may
exist between the gut and sac, or between the
cdnvolutions of the gut itself, and thus that the
stvdagulation may continue, although the extérnal
swricture - may. have been divided. Another
serienis objection is, that gangrene may Have ]
already taken place; and, should this be'the case; |
returning the diseased bowel with the sat into.
the abtiomen would be certain death.®T hz:'e
lately.seen an instance where the operatian we
szfoha& without opening the sac, at:g"yih' ]
th ensued. Upon post-mortem’’ e¢xamihation’
ths bowel-was: foungd. perforated by ulcerdtion. -
1€ the swrgeon knew beforchand of ‘the exist- |
ence of .gangreme, .of Gpurse he, would, in silch'
case, open'the aga; but, unfortunately, 1t s im-
possibleto tell by syssptoms, whether or ‘not this'

ocourtence has taken place.. The length of time' ‘

thie:gwt has been strangulated, together' with
some othér pmninm,symetomb, may guide hini
lo an aceurate disgnosis ; but not i1 all cases, as
martification of the gut depends more ‘upon’ the*
‘tiig:neu of the atricture than anything else.
wever, with whatever objections there are
ageinst this mode of operation, it appears evi-
deny that, in general, it lessens the fatality;
although, in' some individual cases not adapted
for it, death may take place where otherwise a-
favourable result might have been brought about.
Anether:-oause of death after this uperation re-
maing to:. be considered—I mean lemorrhage,
which, either in a primary or sccondary form,
is one caume.of death after all capital operations
of s ¢ but in this case there is a pecu-
liarity, us it ‘always ocqurs from direct injary of
the vessels themselves during the operation, and
these vessels: are generally, but not always, frre-
gular distributions of branches. In the opera:
tion for hernia; undet ordinary circumstances,
the: bleeding is-trifling ; that which comes from
the 'superficial pudic upd epigasttic is rarely
troublesome te the surgeon. But jt is from the |
dep-seated vessels that 3 fatal hemorrhage may
take. place. : Those liable to injury are the in-
tevnal apigastric and obturator artcries, and the
8, ie.is also. sometimes in dapger. If the
surgdon is mot tawiious in his incisions he may
‘wokind: the ‘epigastrio snd. cause a fatal hemor-
rhage: - 8ir :Astley Cooper mentions one or two
stioh souses;’ ‘I have never heard of a case in

'whiek the speymatic wes. wounded, but it is in- | entertaidiéd by. almost:all anstemism.

lby.| & - Ruetation . from ,&,ggt}}gmm

| maladisag atho. il it B

comnforn ;' bt dve -
occur, ' - Woy Jespincially- when. -oonsi
relation to the deviations of the arterial system,
has been' @ tated by differont ists
Bomeé asiers that wumnalics)of the veins are
cothinon thitk ehcmalies: ,.m
::’rm “are ‘elpallyconfidens shat shey: ane Aot
re’ freqw

numerous. We find Haller stating
Corp.

s mnn& R/

veins, the otigin’amd
;hm' it te erteviess
J
the arterfes’ ard move' constant.in. their
unions, and distribution thin those of

sub-pubic foramen. Thus it is placed directly in

the way of the operator’s knife, and it will almost
be impossible to_do otherwise than wound it._
I have now, I think, considered all the im-
t causes of death after the operation for
ernia, and I have dwelt upon’ this cular
subject mose fully-because I think that, by a more
careful -atteation fo those conditions which bring
sbout a fatal result, the mortality ¥hich is now
80 great in, this disease may be materially
lessened, . There are many circumstances con-
nested- with the.treatment of hernia, before and
sfter the operation, which, doubtless, have«m_uch
to do with the success or fatality of the operation,
such. a3 the .employment of the taxis, the’
administzation of . purgatives after the operation,
and bleeding, - It would be quite out of my
province, even had I the ability, to enter upon
the marits ox demeriuot;)me-g rel}xlx means u;
as it has only been my object in these pa
inguire -inte {h«e causes of fatality wpgl?m
veduged by - l:h&u qpe‘ration botmel{m\l c::;i;t,
i is sulject better t!
even, finish this su}ject botter “:9{'“ has

considerable. experignce ip. hornl'; €& who has
wyithen. eoms.. iwenﬁ.“;' ‘"d;m
papsts oa the ww.m *Ha9t > in
adepted for;the. A8 HI et o & My
bringing, ls.ﬂ\‘.z'ﬂl W'W &(H&“n 3 .
MQMW«,)!I_M‘ -y q”%ﬂl@ rm
says—Eatey mistaiways e som By Sy
o!gnnpqamnﬂt’&ll Sk 84 indley Tk
pmmv\ﬁmm&% o WIRE!

p«wazot‘eo jn ‘;';'3 ‘ﬂ

R adtinfied thek an 3 Py
ik sawiad by A3 g o 1
the ligatum; op, ithe, | liwﬂ? jirg

vehéethar befose the operal '
closely-as’ possble 19 suc) ‘
speedy.and direct WY R e
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larities. Thus, Bu:hat (a) asserts t)nt the veins
and artenesfatr; “beq all vnhbla o in- then;-

ment of the brap and twigs; while J.
F. Meemel (b), who hag' ér’wm thiis subject | than
with his usual success, shows, ' by tHe ‘enumern-
tion of numerous ,nnomshenn’ the saine: parts: of*
both systems of vesséls, that **the véins'aré tess

lisble to variation than the arteries.” .ti . , -
It is not my purposé to enter into:the
details or the discussion of this g s whieh | a

is undoubtedly one of im cein &
point of view; and I, thetefm:f‘:hrefer themmdm
who feels an interest in’'it, to the admirshle
memnx leeemel, which has just been men~
it the subject is:fully discussed in all
m » and facts and argoments are adduced,
most of which I have been able to verify. The
conclusion, however, at which he arttves, is not
of general application "to’ the: whble venous
nystem itean only bea; pliedto‘ﬂleﬁesueuw.n
Indeed, the dxﬂ'eren?e; opinion eonedrning the:
relative frequency of anomaliés in the tévororders:
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é | asmuch as, w

more than any, and %ven mot:h. ﬂnt‘iv t.hfcu' u}
comupanyin vems and agamn, t the form of
thexem!l ygme xz xﬁuch ntore simple and eonstant.
arteries, | Soemmibg ) 0o~
ingides wu;h,lianer. and states that: tho rend
veins yar than the arteries. £
abown, in‘the memoir re-
ferred to, that whilst the brachial artery is sub-
jeot o, R anomalies, ti¢ veins arenormal
n’&: anomalies of (he wtery ov ita
dubxona and remarks that varittions in  the.
venous tx\mh are rarely found, unless there are
w{c nding . anomalies in the arteries. This
re I have had frequent opportunities of
erifying.. In the same memofr he hes adduced,
in support of the rule, tht; great numiber of va-
rigtigs presented by the trunks passing off fram
the azch of the aorta, the veins ocorresponding ta
them being subject to one anomnaly enly, namely, .
the non-union. of the two ven® innominates
Otto (b) and. Isodore G. St. Hilaire () coqndu
this to he the result of the differénee in the form |
ﬁ distributionof the vessels, and, believing that
ig.a sufficient explanation of the fact, will,
not admit it in favour of the rule which Mecmnel -
was, desirous of establishing, and which comes
sponds to the first of those given above, . The
ohjection they have advanced is not mthout m
’we,\ght. but while ndﬂntﬁng this, I am of o]
that the. fact is Mﬁreatly in favour of the
anomalies of the trunks aﬂdag

from the arch of the aorta are eomparativaly. of ;

frequent, occurrence, the single mumnz
trunks entering into the formation of the yena
caya superior is extremely  rare—so rars, indeed,
that, ap _individual may spend mug years in. sq
ting-room without meeting with it once: :
Were it ,niuessqry to bring a large nuuiber of
o8 in support of the rule, it' would mot be:
B t.p fove it on ail the invger vesselsin | b
3 thi however, is mneqmd..nd I
ll;all, therefore, merely mention ‘a- fow which:
i:}:ve came . underrmy nat;uce 1% is 'well kaown
at mmon femoral artery not unfrequently:
t]}Pwuch higher than wsusd; iadeed .this
out oncei)f everyimeeu nwbjeoua ,“9(
F‘“ :
deep,

£'morat vein join t‘he tupuﬂcul fewnl:
vein higher u¥ The ohturater
tery is.oue o

th&n 9 i
‘the mosy remurhbbu ‘'well 188
lnos; ,mcereeung in the Human body, in tqﬁdm.
the variations in its origin, I have ad Dumeross’
bpportunities of observing the more common
varieties of that artery; the correspon u::zvm,n
however, were almost invariably n
when the artery was abmormal.
scapular artery is not nnfxequend&;lmnd g
the axillary, instead of from
m—m anomaly generally, if- mot: :l.m,
when the artery passes through thesupra..

4 scapular foramen ; yet the docompanying, vein

enters the subclavian vein in its nsual. place.
The irregularities in the origin of the mesenteria
arteries, and the regularity of the tesmination. o
the mesenteric veins, rmét alko be ‘adduced in
ﬁ!‘lour of the rule applicable to the hrgamnhu
'hat the vens comites of the branches and:

tlnn’ twigs of the lirger arteties are' equally; but not

more, inconstant than the corvésponding nsteries,

.| is also certain;  As far 48 my ‘ownlchseryasions

will lead me  to infer, 10k myself juatifigd ix 1

' ptztmgtlu&t in no case will'dvy anonialy ef the

smaller veins be found 'whue simillar anoma

of the corresponding bratcheb of ‘the axteriés da
notexist; nor will any enomaly-ia ﬂlOlW(r‘
ccaurge, or the distribution of the branches of the

| arteries bgmmet with' v;it;oﬂr wngmalied, in. ‘the/|
‘cortespon veins, It is'quite’ mmuy a9
| ‘adduce any pgmofa of the 'nluuty of the mee juat.
advanced, ‘since those' proofs 'would be mevely a
| repetition of the rule in'everyindividual amomaly.
‘of the smallet arteries and veins. Exceptions to
‘the rule aré nowhere' to be met - uthaming
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of our best authors, nor have I ever seen any ;
and this, notwithstanding' that exeeptions are

presumed to strengthen a general ulo. is the

strongest ugumeqt in its ﬁm& g eral
opinjon was, an M the
view. . I have uleh ap’ emm;r azcordance

mthm s, ard the! autho-
rity of i(eemel apd Bichat. Y this is
not based on fict, and-wlien: advanced lins not
been supported, a5 it ought't0 hiwe been,
enumerauon of nuirietdus’itistamdies in whi tho
veuu yre ¢’ abnormal, ‘whils' the' &reeries 'were .
t is on thli accoutits thay mbnght
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remark that ﬂ{e’ aces' ifi 'which thiese xeins are
most frequently #nonlous, are: thosein. which a

laxge nnmber v‘el‘gee ) emite in: onsgommon
centre, or to disttibuté theintelves inone of more
large truriks, kamples of (this. will ‘be found

hereafter i ‘the' Bed on of; the:.anomalies of
the conflyence of ﬂxp sinuses oﬁ the-dura- mater,
the suyerﬂm veihs dt (50 bead of the. elbow,

dal o amonpst’ hen tic veins, the anomalies
;n w‘}uch howve fém €n:exception to the
génera] rule; i wry uuaonmon and uot
numerous, o B v
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the relative freqiiency of ﬂonhhel of vemc
end artcnes, ﬂbmem éd to'reconcile
tradictory gtateriients which - have beem mnda
from time to time by @ifferent mnatorgiste, 1
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from the normal type. But this explanation
cannot be received, since, as we now know from
the recent researches of embryologists, the arte-
ries and the veins appear at one and the same
time in the vascular layer of the germinal mem-
brane, and would seem to be formed contempo-
raneously in the different }FW of the embrgo
during its development. Nor is it supported by
comparative anatomy, for in the lowest animals
in which a closed system of vessels can be dis-
tinctly traced, arteries are found as well as veins,
although the latter always preponderate.

The vens comites are even more constant than
the veins, pursuing a course distinct from the
arteries ; but here there is no reason to believe
that the former are evolved before the latter: no
law of formation will account for the differences
between the two orders of vessels, Were we
better acquainted with the general anatomy of
the venous :Ystem throughout the whole range
of the animal kingdom, and more especially the
vertebrata, than we are at present, we might be
able to aeugn some satisfactory reason for the
difference, but, wanting that, we must leave the
facts as they are.

Anomalie:l::f the vealioul: system conform in all

ts to the gener W8 ing irregu-
m of all the other sy-temreguhs. ﬁgy areg?)f
three kinds : anomalies by displacement, by de-
ficiency, and by exoess ; and these are sometimes
found associated in the same subject, although it
is more common to find the anomalies in the
same subject all of one kind. It may also be
stated in this place, thatit is usual to Xnd more
than one anomalous vein in an individual, and
that such ancmalies are not only associated in
general with others of the arterial system, but
also with others of the muscular and osseous
systems : some individuals presenting numerous
varieties in every dg:rt and region of the body.

Anomalies b placement are by no means
uncommon, and are principally met with amongst
the smaller veines. most cases, the anomaly
consists of, or is characterized by, a variutionin
the termination of the vein: as, for instance, in
the termination of the external jugular vein in
the cephalic vein; the external saphenous vein
in the internal saphenous vein, and a host of
others, Such varieties are comparatively slight,
and, from not altering the surgical anatomy of any
pnrticulu' region, are seldom noticed. But this
1s not always the case, for the simple variation
in the termination of a vein sometimes gives rise
to a very extensive and important alteration in
the relative position of the priccipal artery, vein,
and nerves, in some important surgical region:
as an example of this, 1 ghall have to describe
hereafter o;.thomuked alﬂ;tc:ation in the relative
anatomy parts in axilla, consequent on
a slight difference in the position :nde?mion of
the veins uniting to form the axi vein.

‘Whenever a vein is deficient, which is often
the case, some other vein with which it normall:
has a free communication is invariably muc
more fully develo than usual. Thus, when
the external ju; vein is-entirely absent, the
anterior jugular is much larger than ordinary,
or the branches which form it pass into the in-
ternal jugular vein in the upper part of the neck
and increase its dimensions. So, also, when one
of the lateral sinuses of the dura mater is defi-
cient, the occipital sinus of the same side is
usually enormously developed—so much 8o as to

ive rise to the idea that the lateral sinus has
displaced and is taking a direct course to-
wards the jugular foramen. We sec here a re-
petition of the same law which applies to the
arterial system : namely, that unless the absence
of a vessel be accompanied with the deficiency of
the organ or part to which it is normally con-
nected, its place will be supplied by other vessels,
and those usually vicarious with it,

Anomalies by excess do not appear to be so
common as those by deficiency, and, like those
by displacement, are found principally amongst
the smaller veins. They are caused by the
doubling of a vein usually single ; and this takes
place either by the formation of a septum, as in
the case of a double lateral sinus on one or both

sides of the cranium: for this can be traced
through various stages to the development of a
complete septum passing horizontally across the
sinus; or to the non-union of two veins which
normally unite to produce the single trunk, each
of them passing on to their destination distinct
from each other, as in some cases of double ex-
ternal jugular vein. But, whatever may be the
cause of ‘the increase in number, the super-
numerary vein is always very small, and, w.
united with that which may be called the normal
one, their calibre seldom exceeds that of the
normal vein.

All varieties of the veins are morse frequently
met with in the upper than in the lower of
thebody ; in the head and neck, and the thorax,
oftener than in the abdomen and pelvis; and still
more frequently in the superior than inthe in-
ferior extremities. There we find the venous
system corresponding with the arterial, the mus-
cular, and the osseous systems ; and itis probable
that they are all regulated by the same law:
namely, that the parts which undergo the least
change in the animal kingdom are the least liable
to vary in the human body.

(To be continued.)

OBSERVATIONS ON OPHTHALMIC
SURGERY

By H. HAYNES WALTON, Esq.,
Burgeon to the Central London Ophthalmic Hospital, &e. &e.

This communication embodies an unusual cage

' of congenital cataract, the operation that was

performed, and the result, together with remarks

thereon.
H. R., aged twenty-two, admitted at the Cen-
tral London Ophthalmic Hospital Dec. 9, 1846.
Symrroms.—His vision is nearly lost, there
appears to be a dense mist before him. The left

eye is less imperfect than the right. The irides

light hazel. e pupils are of ordinary size and
act healthily. The lline lenses are of a
lightish- colour : scattered over them are a

few small white spots ; opacities of the capsules.
Glasses of & high magnifying power benefit him
nothing. There is no oscillation of the eyeballs.

History.—When atschool, at six years of age,
he could not see like the other boys, requiring
books in a much larger print, neithercould he join
in the usual school games. Spectacles were given
him, but, as theyproduced no decided advantage,
he soon left off using them. Eversince hehas had
any distinct remembrance of himeelf his sight
has been growing worse and worse. Of
state in infancy I cannot obtain information.

Dec. 10. Dilatation of the pupils with bel-
ladonna discovers preternatumfly small lenses,
each of which is more oxaque in the centre than
at the circumference. Around them is well die-
played the black marginal line which always
exists when, with an opaque lens, there is also
an arrest of its growth, the condition comtituting
what is designated as “ cataracta cum zonula.
There are now visible more of those white spots
on the capsules. The dilatation, though very
great, does not ameliorate the imperfect sight.

11. There being no contra-indication, and
the pupil having been dilated, I performed on
the right eye the anterior operation for solu-
tion, lacerating the capsule butslightly. Ordered
to continue with the solution of belladonna twice
a day, so that effectual dilatation of the pupil
shall be ensured.

12. The pupil is dilated. The lens has
advanced 8o as almost to touch the cornea, and
has become more opaque. The capsule is opaque
in its outer half.

14. The entire capsule is opaque; there
remains only sufficient power of vision to dis-
tinguish light from darkness ; there is more space
in the anterior chamber.

16. A small nucleus has escaped from the
capsule and wedged itself between a portion of
the dilated iris and the cornea.

30, The nucleus has not been productive of
any irritation or inflammation, and is undergoing
absorption, The capaiile is contracting at & part
of its circumference,

Jan, 18. The nucleus is nearly removed ; the
pupilds clearing at the upper and inner portion j
the patient can discern large objects,

27. There is slight conjunctival inflam-
mation; a small piece of capsule has united
to the iris; the nucleus no longer exists; the
capsule is receding and contracting at its entire
circumference, yet maintaining its nqrmal con-
nections by a few minute filaments. For the
firat time, it is apparent that its pesterior hemi-
sphere s opeque. Vision not much improved since
hig last visit.

Ordered B Hyd. chlo., gr. iij.; exf. cal.
comp., gr. viij). ; pil. ij.; to he taken &%
once, and to be repeated two days after,

30. The inflammation of the conjunctive baa
subsided. :

Feb. 21. The capsule has contracted more at
its circumference, as well as undergone interstitial
absorption. Vision much improved.

March 1. Clear spaces have formed in the
centre of the capsule.

20. Alll (tll::t remains ot‘kthgf cap:ule !li.br an
irregularly-disposed networl a few ef,
occt‘lsrr'ng the centre of the pupil, and & small
circular band situated externally to the network,
together with the minute filaments attached $o
}t, nn(}l which were spoken of in the report of

an. 27.

April 13, Two or three delicate fibres txaverse
the pupil ; the circular band still remains.

28. The centre of the pupil is quite clear;
its natural form -is, however, interrupted by
the adhesion; the little circular band has be-
come smaller; its circumferential connections
still exist. With glasses adapted for near and for
distant objects the patient has excellent vision,
and even without %lasses he has tolerable sight,
except for emall objects. Discharged.

REMARKS,

There can be little question of the congenital
origin of this case, and of the defect commencing,
in central opacities of the lenses. Consid
it as such, is nota mere presumption founded on.
the want of its early history. :

It is, however, very unusual for so long a time
to be reqtiireetg;otfthe eom:lletion of lte:ﬁculu
opacity, w. of congenital origin orother
(}tdianil , when cataract is discovered ‘iﬂ%
child;lit alrelady n:'rri]:od at its limit, be‘:lt.

artial or complete. e Ko,mal oongeni
Entamcts generally oocupy the centre of the
lens, and remain unchanged through life. Oc-
casionally, however, after existing for several
ears, they increase, and ultimately the entive.
ens, or lens and capsule, become opaque. I was
told by a gentleman of extensive exgzgem,
it is at the age of puberty that this tendency foe
renewed morbid action develops itself. The
fallowing case induced me to make the inquiry :—

A female, aged twenty-two, who came under
my observation eight years ago, had always
possessed imperfect vision, but, within s short
time of her application at the dispensary where
Isuwher, it had got much worse. In eacheye there
was a lenticular opacity, not central in either,
but more 80 in the one than in the othexr. I
watched the case for some time, but lost sight of
it on my leaving London for a few months.
When last she presented herself, the opacities
had greatly increased, and, with the increase,
vision was more impaired. I was enabled o
ascertain unequivocally that in early life there
were partial cataracts.

The central opacities might exist in so slight
a degree as to produce little or no impediment to
vision. Even when theyare of large size the use
of belladonna may often secure 1 sight, when
otherwise there is almost blindness. I have seen
several such cases ; the most remarkable oocurred
in two females, sisters, who with undilated pupill
could see little or nothing, but, with the indes
under the influence of adonna, were able to
perform the duties of house scrvants. In neither
sister was her employer aware of any visual
defect. A few drops of a strong solytion of
belladonna were used daily. B:f I must not
proceed further on this part of the subject, as it
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is my wish to intyoduos po reparks thet do not
bear directly on my case. ks that

It may recur to the minds of many of my
readers that the ‘ophthalmia neonatorum,” or
Purulent ophthalmia of newhorn infants, often
eaves a central opacity in the pupil, and some
ideas might be entertained concerning such an
origin of " the cataracts in this instance. I have
been asked on many occasions by practitioners,
if fhere is not danger of such opacities increasing
and involving the entire pupil. Opacities the
result of such a cause are never lenticular alone :
the‘ are alw:s e:'gmlar, now and then capsulo-
lenticular ; en the latter the capsule is,
I bel!.eVe, the structure the first affected. I may
mention, also, that such opacities are always
central and have no tendency to increase, and
there is sometimes a central opacity of the cornea
in additfon. Again “cataracta cum zonula”
exists only as a congenital affection—a defective
formation.

A question often arises whether the spots, or
streaks, or specks, that are seen in the pupil are
of the lens or its capsule. A correct knowledge
of their true nature is now and then not without
its practical bearing. Ihave known surgeons
puzzled about them.

Whei Of the capsules, they are of a dead chalky
white, resembling much the white spots now and
then seen on the finger nails, the result of injury
to that portion of the naii, while yet at its

‘When of the lens, they may present many ap-
pearances, but a lenticular opacity is never of a
elidlky whiteness, except when thereis a deposit
of earthy matter, and then the whole lens par-
takes of the change. By making the patient
look downwards, and examining the pupil
obliquely, great assistance is added to the diag-
nosis. acities of the capsule will be seen to
be well defined, and to be more opaque and more
m&n;r than those of the lens, which will be of
3 clondy orwmrzappeumoe; and may or ma
not be defined, this depending on t{eir niu’:
whether they pass far into the body of the lens
oF not, : ’

Even when the entire capsule is opaque, the
sutie chalky whiteness willge observed as when
i$ is pareially afféoted, although there may be

in the intensity of the whiteness, as it is
move or less thick i different parts. When ex-
anining it obliquely there will not, of eourse, be
the deEnnion of the partial opaeity, because it
oannot be seen behind at any part.

In soft cataract uncomplicated with thickened
oapeule, as in the instance before us, I prefer the
sterior operation, for solution—that of passing

the néedle thyough the cornea ; by it, the eye is
subjested to less violenee; and I make but a
opening in the capsule.

In all needle operations, exceptwherethickened
sapsule alone is concerned, I?m always careful
b do but little at a time, either at a first or any
nbseque:!t operation. I am of opinion that s
h\’ge on of unsuccessful needle cases owe
their failure to the rough usage, so to speak, to
which the eye is but too commonly subjected at
individual operations, as well as to the too fre-
quent repetition of the use of the needle.

believe, moreover, that the success of ope-
rations for solutions is greatly overrated. I we
consider suecess to consist merely in & removal
of an opaque lens or capsule, and thus a clean
gl 0 ed, then my essertion is unfounded.
ut how frequently is {t that, after the pupil is
cloared, defective vision shows that during the
treatment such changes have been effected
within the organ as to render the surgeon’s
efforts useless, or nearly so; and this without
gm:: having a'ppear'ed :rhy exletr‘;al inflammation
y eongequence! Various changes from the
natural coﬁiﬁon of the iris are common ac-
companiments of such failares. It must not be
otten that the cases sometimes fail from the

Supervention of acute inflammation after the use

of the needle ; but such instances are, as far as

Wy experierice goes, fartunately rare.

Tmuat how sy a'few words about the eseape
the of thé lens. ' Cases ave recorded

of the presence of an entire lens, and even of large
neelei, in the anterior chamber producing serious
ill; but, judﬁ:g from my own experience, I do
not regard the occurrence of such dislocations
with much dread. The first case of the sort that
I ever saw, occurred in a friend’s practice. The
needle was being used for solution, and the lens
slipped into the anterior chamber. The operator
immediately extracted it ; hefeared that destruc-
tive inflammation would ensue. Soon after that
I saw another lens dislocated under similar cir-
cumstances by a different operator ; it was left in
its new situation, and in fourteen days was ab-
sorbed. Thrice I have known the lens dislocated
from blows,tand yet always absorbed; dthogflh in
one of the instances the subject was a scrofulons
female, in another an infant of three weeks old.
‘When a lens with an opague capsuleis dislocated,
it is not to be expec at the eye will remain
in so quiescent a state. When absorption cannot
proceed, irritation must be looked for.

I know of an instance which occurred under
Mr. Tyrrell, of congenital cataract with its dense
capsule dislocated into the anterior chamber;
irritation ensued, and extraction was performed.
As a rule, I should never remove a dislocated
lens, or a dislocated nucleus, merely because it
was dislocated. Even if irritation or inflam-
mation ensued, I should first try corrective
measures, before regorting to extraction. The
testimony of others justifies this proceeding.
The irritation or inflammation sometimes dis»
ap , and absorption proceeds.

t is quite unaccountable why the lens is ab-

- sorbed so much sooner in some instances than in

others. Sometimes, without any apparent cause,
there is & suspension of absorption, whether the
lens be in its capsule or otherwise; and that,
100, when the process of absorption does not
seem imermptes by an accession of inflam-
mation.

I had good reason for suspecting that the ad-
hesion of the iris to the capsule was the result of
the belladonna having been discontinued for a
time, whereby the iris came into contact with a
torn and irregular portion of capsule, caused by
the escape of the necleus.
dilated state a pupil may become adherent, pro-
vided it be in contact with a capsule that is
inflamed. I look on adhesion of iris and capsule
as almost invari;bolx the result of inflammation
of one or other of these bodies previously to
their coming into contact,

I have no doubt myself that, under certsin
cicumstances, opaque capsule is absorbed ; but
what those conditions are I am unable positively
to say. In the oase before us, and in others that
I have specially noticed, and more particularly
one on which I operated a few months past,
absarption of the capsule to & greater or less
extent has taken place,

Although there was a shrivelling or a folding
on itself of the capsule at the circumference,
there was in the centre most andoubtedly a dis-
integration, a gradual interstitinl 'absorption. I
believe that at the circumference, too, there must
have been sbeorption, as well as contraction or
folding: for the little band that remained when
the last report was made had become smaller and
more delicate, and was evidently thinner and
more attenuated, than it would have been had
there been a mere rolling-up of opaque capsule,
The same remarks hold good in other cases,
where a small shreddy roll in the centre of the
pupil is all that remains of a once entire opaque
capsule. Besides, what became of the posterior
capsule which was seen to be opaque? It ap-
pears to me probable that the degree of inflam-
mation that a capsule undergoes and I believe
that it never gets opaque without first inflaming,
considerably influences the absorption. To act
on this theory is one of the reasons that deters
me from lacerating extensively a transparent
capsule. There can be no doubt that the more
a capsule is injured and torn, the more it will
inflame. I am always desirous to adopt any
measure that appears likely to remove or mitigate
the annoyance that one is pretty sureto encounter
when having to rid the pupil of opaque capsule,

But even in the:

At the request of the patient, I defer operating
an the left eye until next summer.

!ellﬁat, closing th e coing oo E.q.k'i::

en e foregoing case, and as
if he had met with any similar at his Ophthalmis
Infirmary. Shortly after he sent me the details
of a somewhat parallel case, which is so in-
teresting, both in itself and on account of the
correspondence that it bears to my own, that I
shall submit it to the public, together with his
accompanying remarks, in the next number of the
Moedical Times.
13, Bernard-street, Russell-square, Ost. 12.

ON.
Ry J. L. LEVISON, Beq., Brighten.

‘What we call freaks of Nature may be traced
either to extreme action or to & defective power in
the functions of some particular or tissues,
or else to extreme aetion or feeblemess in the
organism itself. Hence TARDY DBENTITION may
be traced to some defective condition of the
dentinal pulp, or a feebleness of its secretory
power, which may be proved by a few examples.

Some time since a lady called upon me to re«
quest that I would see her daughter at her own
residence, as she could neither walk nor ride,
having been an invalid for some years Fa_nt. I
did see her, and found the young lady lying on
a couch, looking very thin and emaciated ; she
appeared about twenty or twenty-two years old,
On examining her mouth, I found the temporary
fncisor and cuspidatus on the right side ¢n statu
guo, looking not only as imtruders, but
strikingly t in colour and sise from
their more recent associates on either side of
them. On the left side of the mouth there ap-

ared an open space instead of teeth of any

ind, but I was told that she had been wearing
a gold plate with two mineral teeth to fill the
vacaney ; that she had broken them, and had
sent for me to renew them, &o. I then earefully
examined the gums on the left side, and could
feel the crowns of the invisor, and also of the
cuspidatus, within their respective alveolii; and
hence considered that this was one among many
other cases I have seen of tardy dentition. By a
Eote minute exn.minatiolr;ﬁl uofetained t
ere were two stumps in temporary
sockets on which the plate had rested, and re-
quested the history of the case. h:?ly. I was
told that the two milk teeth, which accupied
the now vacant space, had become dark and un-
gleumt to the eye, and, on aﬂplica.h.on toa
entist, hehad recommended their excision, and
their loss to be supplied by the artificial method
previously mentioned. But I declined followin,
such injudicious practice, and urged the remo
of the stumps of the temporary teeth, deeming
it better to have the space in the mouth than
interfering with the beneficent intentions of
Nature: for having a plate resting on the
stumps acted as a pax, and prevented the
development of the two teeth, which, though
very tardy, still they were gradually being
matured. I should not, however, have thought
this case sufficiently important in itself, but
that it was connected with a deviation from
the ordinary experience of the dental practitioner;
that a great many of the members of this young
lady's family had also a precisely similar de-
fective state of mouth; the hereditary tenden:i
being derived through the mother, as she h
also for a number of years the tempo
incisors and cuspidats of the upper jaw; and
her children, who resembled her more than the
father, had a similar defective state of the eeefh,
ving, from this peculiarity, to them * a family
ikeness,’” however actually modified the form of
the features, stature, &c. One of the sons had, be-
sides, his temporary molars of the upper and lower
jaws after sixteen. (a) There did not exist any-
thing to indicate what d such apparent

ON TARDY DENTITION AND DEFEC-
TIVE DENTITI

(8) The bi-cuspides are substituted for the
temporary molares.

PRSI
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caprice—the health in many of the family so

circumstanced, although not robust, did not | tion

sickly, save and except the young invalid
ﬂ;‘:poken of at the commencement of this
article; and the osseous system of them seemed
in a normal condition.

Another instance I would mention under this
head; it was that of another youn% hdl,‘ the
daughter of a retired physician. She had a
great deficiency in th.onumra of her teeth: for,
instead of fourteen in the lower jaw at the age of
sixteen, she had but exglll\ , and nine only in the
upper jaw. But in this case there was an
evidence of some deficiency of osseous material,
as she had suffered in her childhood from molities
ossewm ; she was also very diminutive in stature,
whilst the arms and lc:gl were inconceivably
small. The teeth, from their deﬁcienc&:lf bony
matter, soon dgcayed ; and her poor, thin lower

i seemed as if it were sure to bresk,
should she require the teeth extracted. The
father was a very sickly and feeble man, and the
mother was also an invalid. In this instance we
havesome daia for explaining the tardiness of the
dental development, She had inherited a weak
and enfeebled body, with feeble dxsest.ive fanc-
tions ; there was congenitalls a deficiency of
earthy matter in the bones, and all the functions
for building “ﬁ the bodily organs were tardy and
ineffective. Hence her diminutive stature.

When in practice in Yorkshire, some years
since, I took the model of the jaws of an old
man, about uvent{.{em old. He wished to
have a set of artificial teeth. They were made
to fit the models most accurately, and, when
tried in the mouth, something obstructed them
in the upper jaw; when the cause was sought,
to m surplinelobseﬂedlbeautiful white
mpn'Llud, with more than two-thirds of the
crown visible. I proposed removing it, but, as
my patient was in a second childhood, he posi-
tively refused, being assured that he should
have a new set of teeth! His mouth was very
narrow, and the lips small. In all probability
the ouspidatus on the opposite side was yet in the
jaws. But he died soon after, and so I had not
m‘ﬁ opportunity of proving this.

BFECTIVE DENTITION may seem only an-
other term for the latter kind of cases; but yet
there seems to me a decided difference. In
those we have cited, the teeth, though tardy in
their development, still existed, and the gums
gave evidence that such was the case; but in
those now to be noticed, thereis often one lateral
or central incisor, or cuspidatus, or bi-cuspis,
absent in whole families; and, from the most
careful examination, it seemed evident that there
did not exist any rudimentary pulp.

The practical use of a knowledge of cases of
tardy or defective dentition is to impress the
fact that temporary teeth ought to be extracted
according to set rules: for although the teeth,
like all other parts of human organism, are under
fixed laws, in the order of their development—
cateris paribus,when thebodily health is vigorous—
yet there are so many exceptions in the state of
civilized society (where the jaws are rarely suf-
ficiently expanded), that we repeat, it is inju-
dicious merely to practise by the A B C rules
laid down, but we must modify our practice bythe

ticular circumstances of the case. Although,

or example, the central incisors of the lower
jaw have their temporary fangs absorbed by the
sixth or seventh year, yet not unfrequently, in
scrofulous or strumous subjects, these teeth are
iret%:ently not in a state for removal before the
tenth or even twelfth year; or in other words,
their permanent substitutes are not sufficiently
developed. The only sure and correct practice
is not to be influenced by th;ezge, but rather by
the state of the permanent . And this in-
formation is to be obtained by an examination of
the gums ; not a mere supergcid inspection, but
by carefully feeling their anterior and posterior

8 .

From this latter plan not being adopted, there
results, also, often very great deformities. Lately
I had one of this kind ; from the temporary cen-
tral and lateral incisors not being extracted in

time, (a) the permanent teeth took a direc-
, and made their appearance, anterior to the
temporary ones. This not being attended to, &
permanent deformity is the result: for when
the jaws close, thereisa s of full half an inch
between the upper and lower central incisors ;
hence, for cutting the food, they are absolutely
useless ; and a very pretty girl is much distorted
because the upper lip is t forward, giving
her a very di t ion to that which she
would have had, had her mouth been attended to
in time.

CASES OCCURRING IN PRIVATE

Communcated b %%1%1%%}«1 8t. Day

mmunica N . "
7 Cornwall. Eoge v
INJURY OF THB HEAD, ATTENDED WITH LOSS OF
THE SENSES OF SMELL AND TASTE,

N. P., aged 40, a healthy miner. While at
work under ground on the 18th of June last was
struck by a stone on the vertex, which had fallen
a distance of nine fathoms, but had touched the
sides of the shaft in its descent. He fell, but did
not become insensible, and was able in a short
time to climb to the surface, a distance of 227
fathoms, with the assistance of a rope around his
body. Isaw him about two hours after the ac-
cident. He had vomited twice. On examining
:::l head, a lm&ll longitndimlf :‘:ound of t::i

p, covering the upper of the left parie
bone, was dincovered‘.) wh%;nl enlarged antero-
teriorly down to the cranium, but could not
iscover any fracture. A dosail of lint was placed
in the wound, and he was sent home.

19, Comg::mu of headache, sickness of
stomach, indistinctness of vision, and ringing in
{he f;ln. V.8. to Oj. ; calomel and jalap purge;

ow diet.

20. 8till complains, but in a less degree, of

in in the fore of the head, &c. Ordered
eeches to the ead, and blue pill, gr.v.,
n. et m.

21. Cold lotion to the head.

July 2. The mouth having become sore,
the pﬁls have been discontinued. He sat up for
the first time to-day, and finds that he can
neither smell nor taste anything,

Aug. 18. A thin lamina of the
came away, and the wound, which up to that
time had open, healed in a few days.

He had returned to his employment under
ground on the 4th of A perfectly restored
to health, and has continued well up to the
present time, Oct. 27, but has lost the senses of
smell and taste. He has sensation in the tongue
and linin{ membrane of the nose t. Am-
monia held to the nostrils produced irritation of
the Schneiderian membrane and sneezing, but he
cannot distinguish the odour or taste of anysub-
stance that is presented to him, though repeated
trials have been made for the p of ascer-
taining the fact with every pungent substance
contained in the surgery of kitchen.

OASE OF IMPERFORATE RECTUM AND URETHRA.

E. T.’s wife, confined with the fifth male child
on Sunday, Oct. 24.

Tuesday, 26. Nurse reports that the child
has not voided the meconium or made any water.

tion showed the anus y well
formed, but the finger introduced within detected
a complete closeness of the rectum about three-
quarters of an inch within the sphincter. A
eatheter introduced into the urethra could not be
passed beyond the pubis; a I trochar was
pushed about three inches in the direction of the
Suh, but, no feeces following, nothing further was

one.

27. Has had fiecal vomiting for the last
twenty-four hours. Died about nine p.m.

ietal bone

Russian Recrurring.—The Emperor of Russia

has suspended the recruiting law until Jan. 1,
n;;.ll parts of the empire visited by the
cholera,

(=) Their fangs were not absorbed.

PROCRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE.

——

ACADEMY OF MEDICINE.

Mesting of Oct. 19; M. Braix in the Chair.

LitrorriTy.—The conclusion of Professor
Roux's communication on this subject occupied
the entire meeting. The learmed professor re-
marked that the destruction of stone by
crushing should never be attempted in children
under ten years of age ; that considerable sime_or
hardness of the concretions constituted also in-
surmounta‘l‘)'l: obst.iacleu to thometh:g,; and Mhm
it was, in his opinion, improper to adopt it when-
the calculi wetgl:umerons, and that great
pain or violent spasms of the reservoir of urine.
1mperative inted to & y removal of the
disease, and therefore precluded lithotrity, After
stating these (not very precise) counter-indica-
tions, Professor Roux proceeded to lay before
the meeting the statistical results of y
in his own private practice: he had
performed :ﬁ:‘ operation upon fifty-four patients,
six of which were under ten years of age, and all
six recovered ; of the remaining forty-eight
cases, eleven terminated fatally, In oneinstance
no calculus was found in the bladder, but forta-
nately the subject, a vigorous young msn, re-

covered mfcdy. The mortality in M. Roux’s
practice therefore, been rather more thamn
one in five—a result agreeing tly with that
of M. Civiale’s statistical and further
showing that the results of the ion in hos-

ital dis not differ so widely as been stated
gom those of private practice.

THYMIC ASTEMA—SPASMA GLOTYIDIS. EY DR.
PURY.

In the ¢ Abeille Médicale” we find several
cases of asthma infantium terminating fatally.
The author, Dr. Pury, found on 8 re-
markable development of the thymus gland, and
does not hesitate to ascribe the disease to the

ressure of this enlarged body upon one or both
fun a..'th He conceives tha:o the motb:;lpdeondhim
of the thymus recognises for its prin csuse 8
scrofulous heredi redisposition, and a certain
unknown and nnhﬂ&y condition of thematernal
milk. These opinions being, in some measure,
those generally adopted on this sul we think
it may not be uninteresting to the readers of the
Medical Times to lay before them a very different
view of the matter, which we read in a most va-
luable inaugural thesis by Dr. Hérard.

. According to Dr. Hérard, the disease is cha-
racterizsed by short attacks of suffocation, sepa-
rated by more orlasrolovn‘fed intervals of
apparently perfect health, ithout ::x pre-
monitory signs, the respiration is. suddenly
interrupted for tem, fifteen, or twenty seconds, at
the close of which the attack is terminated by s
sonorous and convulsive inspiration, which is
pathognemonic of the disorder, and which hss
caused it to receive from some pathologists the
name of laryngismus stridulus. During the fit
the contractions of the heart are violent and
i ar, the pulse small and frequent, and the
hands and feet are thrown into a state of painful
convulsion; the duration of each fit varies from
a few seconds to one or two minutes. In the
numerous instances of the disorder witnessed at
the Children’s Hospital by Dr. Hérard, he never
saw any one attack last so long as eight, tem, or
fifteen minutes, as it is asserted by Hauff and
others. The fits, at first of rare occurrence, be-
come gradually -more and more frequent, and
may be repeated 8o often as twenty-five times in
one niﬁht; Hackman counted even fifty in the
spaceof twelve hours. Dr.Hérnd,eomidu:ingdu
malady as the result of spasm of the glottis or of
the diaphragm, recognises three forms, according
as one or the other, or both, these organs are the
seat of convulsion. When the s odic attack
is limited to the glottis, the respiration is simply
arrested for s few seconds, and is restored without

the uction of the special cr&ap:odneed by
inspiration during convulsion of the diaphragm.
In the second form, in which the diaphragm alone
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enters into spasmodic action, the attack i
only by several successive l:’nd aonox'omwil:l::i:ikr(;t-l
tions; the s{lmptoms of asphyxia are not by an:
meal:z:so well marked as in the first variety whi
we have described, because the glottisefiyoeu not
mmp&te in the convulsion. 1In the third form
the glottis and ﬁiaphragmuenimultmeounly
ggnw.bes. respiration is first suspended, and one
notmm:e sonorous inspirations are heard, and,
bemg. followed by expiration, asphyxia is
soon imminent ; these sonorous inspirations re-
semble the crowing of hooping-cough, and are
Wuqed lt)zthe same cause. Death may occur—
» Guring the attack from asphyxia; 3, it may
result from cerebral co estion ; or, 3, be the
eox(l)-eqqence of gradually increasing debility,
he n dissection of the bodies of children who
th:te died of this disorder, M. Hérard asserts
brim t::h characteristic alteration can be detected.
e hypertrophy of the thymus gland, Dr.
Hérard re to admit that it has an thing to
o roduction of this form oly asthma,
b shows, carefully drawn-up statistics,
tha the volume of the gland is in harmony with
th  state of health or weakness of the consti-
tution, and not with the presence of asthma. It
18 not a little sin ar that anatomists should
on & point which would, at first si ht,
Boem 80 easy to ascertain, as the question of the
normal zal size of ‘an organ; and it is not without
::?;v © that we find Meckel averaging its weight
8 enty grammes, Burdach at twelve grammes,
er-at eight or anid Haugsted positively
ren of

ten
asserting that in’ child the same age the
tweng grammes !

ﬁ.h::g. ma; i!weighl; from four to
much nearer to the truth, accordi

3 l{; Hérard; who ‘attributes the great aizdel‘:)gf
ofethe yll!llillu entirelyto the vigorous constitntion
ok cao d., The. Gerinams place in the brain
“mét‘:l.edgfﬁunm , and’ refer it to an
- e développement, * inarked by the incom-
Pote ossification of the fomtane) y the enlarge-
:;_e:ll:d the liver, the patency of the foramen ovale
" e heart, the late evolution of the teeth, and

e hypemophy of the thymus. Dr. Hérard
cannot adopt this view, and observes, with much
Teason, that it is precisely in large, well-formed
hehddten that .the- thymus is found in a state of

ypertrophy. Dr. €orrigan has considered in-
mation -of the cervieal part of the spinal
el l:d @ cause .of spasma’ gldttidis, and has
gw AR case irr the London Me-
1 and Surgical J (1838), to illustrate this
%ocmon..: But this ease, in which spinal irrita.
thoeu, at least, ‘secs evideatly to have produced
" convulsive symptoms which riow occupy our
8 muqn—thu case has remained solitary ; “and,
Whilat it. compels us 30 admit that it may occa-
lli:lu.lly' bring on spasmodic cortraction’ of the
Lttu. it-leaves us.at l!berxewudmit that it is
al from. being its ouly cause. "The anatomical
: teration whieh Dr. rd has met with con-
tantly, vis., pulmonary emphysema, cannot by
Ally means be looked wpon as a cause, but as an
of thymie asthma.
TREATMENT OF INTESTINAL PERFORATION. BY

, ‘" PROFESSOR PIORRY.

In the Revus Médioo- Chirurgicale for October,
we find a case of intestinal perforation recorded
K the learned professor; and the treatment

nng very materially differed from that gene-
nlly employed against the form of peritonitis
caused by stercoral effusion, we translate the
e, together with scme of the professor’s re-

. A man, aged twenty, of a vigorous constitu-
tion, was admitted gxto hospigtzl during the
month of March, 1835, labouring under well-
ﬁllked symptoms of typhoid fever. On April
, the signs of an intestinal perforation showed
Ives; a quantity of fluid became effused in

e abdomen, gas being at the same time gene-
nated in the peritone: cavity, These circum-
ttances induced M. Piorry, notwithstanding the
tsoncomitant acute disorder, to perform paracen-
tesis ; three pints of fetid serum were removed ;
tud the liver and heart, &reued upwards in the
chest and interfering wi Tespiration before the
Operation, now descended into their place,

thereby causing immediate relief. The peritoneal
secretions having rapidly increased, the operation
was repeated four times during the ensuing six
days, and, after a tem amelioration, more
severe symptoms set in, and the patient died on
the 14th of May, one month after the occurrence
of the intestinal laceration, On dissection, the
anatomical changes due to peritonitis were
noticed, ¢.e., purulent fluids and false mem-
branes ; the odour of the effusion was sterco-
raceous ; the intestines were united in the ccecal
region by adhesions; and a perforation was found
in the neighbourhood of the ceecum, in the centre
of an inflamed Peyer’s gland. On the liver and
in the lungs tubercles were discovered.

Such is, in a few lines, the case related in the
“ Revue.”” M. Piorry does not believe in the
efficacy of the treatment of perforation by
opium ; indeed he asserts that, in the cases
treated in Dublin and in Paris, the diagnosis was
not based upon sufficient grounds. e are in-
clined to adopt a different opinion ; and although
we can readily concede the utility of removing, in
a given case, iritating effusions from the peritoneal
cavity, even during acute disease, still we would
be tempted not to rest solely our hopes upon this
one method; and we should most assuredlyresort
to the other therapeutic agents which experience
has shown to be advantageous in similar cases,
However, the success obtained in the treatment
of acute hydrophthalmia by puncture of the eye,
in pleurisy by paracentesis thoracis, &c., plainly
shows that the dangers attending punctures of
the large serous membranes are not in any respect
80 great as it was generally supposed some years
since ; and in the case recorded by Professor
Piorry, we find that not only the five-times-
repeated paracentesis was not productive of any
unpleasant consequences, but that in all proba-
bility they delayed the fatal termination of the
disense considerably beyond the period at which
it might naturally have been expected.

CuroNic HyprocepHALus.—A child, aged
five years, had since two years been affected with
porrigo capitis, when, in the year 1835, its
mother applied to the head an ointment, which
caused the eruption to dinpg:r rapidly. But
from that time forward, headache, weakness of
the legs, and crossness, made their appeazance,
to with a ual increase in size of the
head. The child was- examinad three months
after the cessation of the disease of the scalp;
the head measured fifty-nine centimétres and
four millimdtres. Eight grains of calomel were
prescribed every five days; some nitre, and also
a large; blister upon the scalp, to be renewed
every week ; the head gradually diminished in
size, and at the end of the third month measured
fifty-one centimétres only. From that time
forward the child enjoyed perfect health.—
Revue Méd. de Dijon.

OrituarY.—M. Coletti, Prime Minister of
Greece, who has recently died, before attaining
this elevated political position had practised me-
dicine,— Revue Medico-Chirurg.—Dr. Miguel, the
first editor of the ¢ Bulletin de Thérapeutique,”’
diet'i‘ at Nic: oa Og::l. 9.-—012_\11:(dac1_1, tgn;;llgstriolgl
professor o o enij| , has also
died in the c(?urz:l of gtie preaentg. month, in his
80th year.
D. M‘CartrY, D.M.P.

ACADEMY OF SCIENCES.
Meeting of Oct. 24.

Thefollowing communications werereceived :—
1. Researches concerning the periodical
comets, by M, Leverrier; who also presented
an extract from a letter from Mr. Hind, of Lon-
don, announcing the discovery of a small planet
of the eighth degree of magnitude, Oct. 18, and
stating that the comet found by Madame
Briincker on Oct. 11 was discovered on Oct. 7,

at Cranbrook, by the Rev. W, R. Dawes.
2. Reply of M. Becquerel to M. Claudet, on
some peculiarities noticed with regard to the
action of the solar rays in the use of the Da-

guerreo rocess.
3. Pog&e M, Legris, on s means of

raising & double quantity
expense at present employed.

4. Note on the degree of exactitude with whieh
the orbits of
termined. P,

5. Observations on the yellow fevef| of the;.
Port of Spain, by Dr. Audemard. L

6. Additions to a note communicated Oct, 10,
relative to the application of the formuls of in-

lation of Laplace to the calculation of the
ifferences of various orders of geometric longi-
tudes and latitudes.

7. New observations on the employment of
mercurial unctions in the treatment of typhus.
fever, with four cases given at length, detailing
the treatment and final cure, by Dr. Mazade.

8. A paper, by M. Lessier, on the nature of
typhus fever, ang its treatment by mercurials,
stating that such treatment does notrest on good
grounds, and is altogether empirical.

9. New system of transmission, by M. de
Dequerville,

10. Continuation of a former communication
from Dr. Gustave Crusell, of St. Petersburgh,
on the electrolytic treatment of syphilitic ulcers,
cancers, &c.

11. Astronomicsl communication from M.
Hoduit, of St. Louis, Missouri.

12. Memoir on elasticity, by M. Lesfaur.

13. Note from M. Barrel in reply to M. de
Ruolz, relative to a communication from the
latter at a former sitting, on the electro-gilding,
and rejoinder of M. de Ruolz.

14. Communication from M. Foéx, of Mar-
seilles, relative to locomotive engines.

15. Commnnication from MM. Bobiere and
Moride, recommending the use of protochloride
of tin in the place of hyposulphite of soda in re-
moving traces of chlorine after the bleaching of
rags for the manufacture of paper.

16. Paper from Dr. Bardeleben, of Giessen,
on the action of salt when introduced directly
into the stomach by means of a fistula, and its
effect on the gastric juice. i

17. Interesting memoir on the digestive
of the culex pipiens, or water tiger, showing t
analogy to those of the raminantia, by M. Puchets

18. Paper on the successful treatment of ex-
ternal hemorrhage by the application of ergotine,
in cases where it was impossible to use ligatures,
and compression was insufficient to arrest the
hemorrhage, by M. J. Bonjean.

A Physical Sign of Pneumonia of the Apex of
the Lungn.-—Dr. B{ling. of Mont{omer , Ala,,
says, that pneumonia, commencing at the apex
of the lung, is, in proportion to the number of
cases, the most frequently fatal form of the dis-
ease. He also mentions a hisicul sign that was
present in three cases w}\)ic he attended, the
observance of which may probably lead to a
correct diagnosis at an earlier period, in some
instances, than it would otherwise be made. This
is a fine mucous or crepitant rhonchus, seemingly
eeated in the larynx, loud enough to be heard
distinctly at the distance of two or three feet
from the patient, and so persistent that it is not
removable, or but momentarily, by an_effort to
expectorate which the patient may make, while
at the same time there are present none of the
signs of bronchitis or laryngitis. The patient
seems perfectly indifferent to its presence, which
would not be the case if the sound were produced
by the presence of tenacious mucus in the larynx
itself. The sound is only seemingly producedin
the larynx, for in applying the stethescope imme-
diately under, or just above, the clavicles, it will
be found to proceed from the apex of one or
other lung, which will be found the seat of in-
flammatory action. It would seem that the
sound there produced in the pulmonary vesicles
must be conveyed by the larger bronchial ramifi-
cations, numerous and superficial at this point,
to the larynx, where, in consequence of the
thinness of the tube and its proximity to the
surfuce, the deceptive impression of its pro-
duction in this organ, from the presence of a
small quantity of viscid mucus, is created. It
is the indifference of the patient to the presence
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of the sound, but especially its persistence, which
donstitutes its pec and distinctive feature,
and upon which its value as an evidence of
gnoumdt:nia commencing in the apex of the lung
epends.
Onions in Dyspnaa caused by Rarefaction of the
.—At the mines of Potosi, says Dr.
Dick, which are 18,000 feet above the sea level,
strangers suffer during the first year of their re-
sidence from a dyspnwic affection, called puma,
in the language of the country; for this the
ves recommend the use of onions, Endemic
remedies of this kind are worth attention.
Inversion of the Uterus successfully treated.—
Dr. M‘Coy, of Harrisville, Ohio, was called to &
‘woman, twenty-one years of age, that had been
delivered by a midwife. When seen by him two
days afterwards, her respiration was diaphrag-
matic; skin hot and ; pulse small, wiry, in-
compressible, and 115 in a minute; mouth dry;
tongue covered with a dark brown fur. There
was extreme abdominal tenderness; the lochia
suppressed, and continued bearing-down pains.
The uterus on examination was found inverted,
and the vagina reflected in the form of a ring
round the pedicle of the tumour., The hand was
introduced in a conical form, indenting the apex
- of the tumour, which was gradually but perse-
verg:gly carried up through the os uteri, which
entirely relieved the expulsive after-pains. An
infusion of chamomile was ordered to be thrown
into the vagina everg two hours, and the abdo-
men to be fomented with hops ; five grains of
pulv. antimon., two grains of calomel, and half a
grain of opium, given in the form of a powder
every two hours. Eighteen hours afterwards
there was decided improvement in all the symp-
toms ; the bowels relieved ; the abdominal ten-
derness subsiding; the lochia returned; the
Elx]” fallen to 90, soft, and full; the skin re-
ed and moist; and the secretion of milk
established. The patient speedily recovered.
Statistics of American Private Obstetric Prac-
tice.—Dr. J. C. Bliss has taken notes of 820
cases of delivery. The sex of 797 has been
noted. Of this number 395 were males, and 402
females. This is considerably at variance with
most reports, the number of male children gene-
rally preponderating from three to ten per cent.
'!hed&resentation in 771 deliveries is recorded.
of number there were :—

Natural presentations .. 738
Breech .. .. . .. 15
Funis and breech .. .. .. 1
The foot .. .. . 8
The face .. . .. . 1
The face towards pubis .. N

The arm and abdomen .. . 1
From this it will appear that in one case out of
every twenty-two the presentation was preter-
natural. Of 820 cases, forty were premature
births—one in twenty; twenty-one were born
dead; in seventy-nine cases the membranes
broke at the accession of labour ; and the avera ;e
duration of labour then was ten hours and three
quarters ; there were eight twin births—a pro-

rtion much less than occurs in the lying-in
ospitals of Europe. Out of the whole num
three were cases of instrumental delivery. Of
these three cases, the forceps were used twice,
and the perforator and crotchet once. In the
arm presentation turning was resorted to, and
delivery effected by the feet. Four cases were
preceded by puerperal convulsions—a proportion
of one to every 205 births. In one case only was
the urine examined, when it was found to be
albuminous. - In one case, in which the attack
occurred in the seventh month, labonr came on
and the feetus was delivered three days after the
convulsions had ceased. The child was dead
and partially decomposed. The placenta was
attached over the mouth of the uterus in three
instances. In one instance the edge of the after-
birth was over the mouth of the womb. The
atient had repeated hemorrhages for two months
fore delivery, but it was at no time alarming.
Labour commenced with profuse flooding, fol-

lowed by syncope. The vagina was plu
which a.ryrest’éd 'ie hemorrhage till the Kea%‘:g:

vanced so as to make pressure. In the second
case, & female had first attended, and there had
been flooding for ten hours, which had produced
a state of extreme cxhaustion. The hand was
immediately passed up through the edge of the

lacenta, the feet brought down, and the child

elivered in three minutes. The mother lost
less than a pint of blood at the time of the opera-
tion, but died in an hour and a half after. In the
third case, flooding commenced on the Sunday,
not profuse. On Wednesday a profuse hemor-
rhage occurred suddenly. A physician was
called in, who found the os uteti dilated to the
size of a shilling. An hour afterwards Dr. Bliss
was called in, when the flooding was so great
and the exhanstion s0 extreme that the patient
appeared moribund. A small portion of pla-
centa was found, on examination, to protrude from
the mouth of the womb. The feet of the child
were brought down, but a difficulty was ex-
perienced in accomplishing delivery in conse-

uemnce of its death and partial decomposition.

e mother survived only about twentg minutes.
'll:he loss of blood was inconsiderable during de-
ivery.

F:{wtwe of the Skull in’ Children.—Dr. F. H.
Hamilton, of the United States, makes the fol-
lowing remarks in reference to fracture of the
skull of children:—1. That if a fracture with
depression occurs in a child, and no signs of
compression follow, no operation is justifiable.
2. That if symptoms of compression do actuall
exist, and there is no external wound which wi
at once admit the elevator to the fracture, unless
the coma has continued several hours, no opera-
tion, not even the incision of the scalp, is gene-
rally proper; and if, after the lapse of several
hours, the coma continues, yet is not great, or
appears gradually dimioishing, it is still well to
delay an operation. 3. If in connection with
coma there exists also a considerable external
wound, o that instruments can at once be ap-
plied to the skull, and the elevator has been
used with skill and without effect, still the pro-
priety of resorting to the saw ot trephine may be
doubtful, because at this feﬁod of life it is
difficult to make a successful operation. The
trephine must traverse the entire thickness of the
skull (not nearly through, or only through at
goints, leaving the balance of the inner plate to

e broken up with the elevator, since the bones
are toosoft to be brokén up by the elevator ; and
then the teeth of the saw are almost certain to
lacerdte the dura mater, because at this age it is
more closely attached. Having made a sufficient

ening with the trephine to admit the elevator,
the depressed fragments aré not always easily
raised, owing to the elastic nature of the part on
which the instrument rests, so that it often be-
comes necessary to introduce it again at another
point. With these difficulties, connected with
the fact that the bones often come back spon-
taneously, an operation can be seldom necessary.

Strycknine in Chronic Bronchitis.—Dr. P, H.
Clarke, of Port Washington, relates several cases
of what he considers to be chronic bronchitis
cured by the administration of strychnia. He
first tried the remedy upon himself, after having
been afflicted & number of years, and the medi-
cine effected a perfect cute. When he com-
menced using it he was emaciated, had night-
sweats and continued mucous expectoration, at-
tended with cough, at times very severe, after
which the muscles of the larynx became so com-
pletely relaxed that he could not speak above &
whisper, but unattended with pain. The com-
mencing dose of the strychnine was one-twentieth
of a grain, suspended in mucilage, threc times
in a day, and increased the dosc every third
day until one-fifth of a grain was taken. The
remedy was continued for about four weeks with
complete success, and no difficulty of breathing
has been since experienced.

Syphilitic Buboes.—Mr, Hamilton recommends
that a bubo should, if possible, be discussed
without openin'ﬁ,1 even when suppuration has
taken place, is can be done even where
the integuments are thinned and fluctuation
is distinct. It is best effected by the ad«

ministration of mercury and the application
of a few leeches; gentle compression at first,
gradually increased by means of a compress
of lint, wash with the lotio plumbi, and & spica
bandage. As the bubo gets pale, and the inflam-
matory action is on the decline, the strong tamec-
ture of iodine painted on the surface very
much to hasten the absorption. In this way many
buboes have been put back when suppwration
was fully formed. , .

Extya’ Uterine Fetation within the Fallopiam
Tube.—Mz. 8. Cobbold, of the Norwich Ho.}n.t.-l.
relates a cage, in “ The Provincial journsl,” of a
woman who suffered from severe pain about the
right iliac region, accompanied by
debility and slight constipation; her symptomas,
when first brought nnger medical treatthent,
were those of gteat prostration, with slow and
feeble pulse. Opium and ether were administexed
with some benefit, and the Iocal pain wasrelieved
bythe application of two smallsuccessive blisters.
Constipation yielded to gentle aperients. Medical
services were discontinued for a few days, when
they were again required, in consequence of a
return of all the former symptoms: costiveness,
however, presenting a more prominent feature.
For this the croton oil was administered im-
ternally with good effect. In a week or two
afterwards the patient, after sitting up for several
hours, was'suddenly seized with severe pain in
the right iliac region, and shortly after expired.
At the autopsy the abdomen appeared grestly
distended, and theré was a general enmgui.ne
appearance of the corps¢. The peritoneal ca
was loaded with dark coagulated blood.
tumour was also found, nearly the size of a
cricket-ball, in the right ilisc fossa, the external
surface having a delicate greenish hue, and the
whole being semi-transparent, allowing a fostus
to be distinguished floating in a quantity of
fluid. After separating the coagula from it, ohe
third of the mass was observed to be emveloped
by & cyst, the whole resembling the universal
ball-and-socket joiut; the pouch answering to
the socket was evidently a part of the Fall
tube, which had been enlarged and distended in
s0 enormous a degree by the continued and in-
creasing fortus and membranes, that at length it
ruptured, giving rise to the hemorrhage. The
uterus was 4 little larger than in the unimpreg-
nated state, and its inner surface was coated
with a semi-gelatinous deposit, which conld be
casily scraped off ; it was about the eighth of an
inch in thickness. The distended tube, after
rupturing, had contracted at its base, so as to
eﬂgct in part the expulsion of the feetus and its
membranes. In the right ovarium the eot&:
luteum was observable on section; no o
change was noticed, except an increase in size.
The passage between the cystic portion of the
tube and the uterus was found impervious and
obliterated. The left ovarium and Fallopian
tube had undergone no perceptible chunge.

Extirpation of both Ovaries,—Dr. F. Bird re-
lated to the Westminster Medical Society the
case of a lady, aged thirty-two, from whom he
had lately extirpated both ovaries. One was of
nearly spherical form, of compound character,
and a({J weighed about twenty pounds; the
other was of a veZ‘irregular figure, consisting of
severallobules or distinct cysts attached to a com-
monbase : these had been filled by different secre-
tions, the larger of them having contained much
cholestetine ; it weighed about four pounds. Both
tumours were adherent to the abdominal walls,
the larger one having been in its upper portion
covered by the firmly adherent omentum, one of
thearteries of which was greatly enlarged, and was
ligatured. The patient rapidly recovered, and
has since menstruated. The probable cause of the
disease in the left ovary was inflammation ; and
the diagnosis was rendered difficult from the
uterus having been drawn up so far out of
the pelvic cavity that it was impossible to make
any satisfactory examination.

Beans as a Strengthening Aliment.—Dr. Robert
Dick says, that it is usual for the copper miners

in Central Chili to carry loads of ore of two hun-

dred pounds’ weight up eighty
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yards twelve times a day. When'they reach the
mouth of the xﬂz they are apparent'y in a state

X extreme exhaustion—covered with perspira-
tion, their eyes almost starting from their sockets,
the mouth open, the chest heaving. Afterabrief
rest they cheerfully descend again. Their break-
fast consists of sixteen figs and two small loaves
of bread; their dinner of boiled beans; their
supper of roasted wheat-grain. Meat is scarcel
ever tasted. They would prefer tolive on bre
withewut beaus; but, as it is found the latter fit
them for great exertion, they are compelled to use
them by their masters.

Newo Instrument for preventing Pressure on the
Uméndieal Cord.—Dr. Joos, of Schaffhausen, em-
ploys this instrument during the act of birth in
cases in which delivery is effeoted by version
and bringing down the feet, and in which a fatal
pressure on the cord is to be feared when it is
prolapsed and cannot be returned. The instru-
ment consists partly of caoutchouc or leather,
in which are embedded in the body of the tube
a series of steel rings three lines broad, and ap-
plied in such & manner that between every two
rings the space of a line remains, The rings are
BOt entire, their periphery forming almost
ll-l2th§ of a circle,-the remaining twelfth cor-

nding to the slit. These rings are firmly
united with the caoutchouc or leather, and that
neither the surface of the interior of the tube
nor the slit will present any irregularities, these
g‘uﬁ being lined with any convenient sabstance,
he instrument is just large enough to admit
the cord, and its length may vary according to
circumstances from four to eight inches. In
arder to maintain its situation in the pelvis after
its introduction, a handle made of whalebone
may be ﬁxed to ome extremity, or the tube itself
lengthened in the manner of a pen, the half of
which has been cut away. Inorder to introduce
the umbilical cord, the tube is opened on oncside
at the slit by a finger or otherwise, and by means
of the other fingers the cord is placed within, and
when left the enlarged slit instautly returns to
its natural position.

Treatinent of Varices by Electro-puncture.—This
remaedy has been employed by MM. Bertani
and Miiani, in the following manner :—The limb
i8 carefully ban from the toes to a point
just below the knee, and also from the groin to
within six fingers’ breadth of the other bandage.
The patient standing, the surgeon then pierces
the of the venous trunk, just above the
lower bandage, with a platinum needle, the

point of which is left free in one of the loops.
A. second, third, and fourth needle are similarly
disposed in other venous loops, two being on the
outside of the leg. To the necdles which are
fized on the inside the zinc pole of the battery
is attached ; to the other, the copper pole. A
current is then continued for ten minutes through
two needles, the inferior of the inside, and ﬁe
superior of the outside, ones; after which it is
changed for the other two needles. During the
operation very little pain is experienced. In the
first case reported, the patient only submitted to
la:sle application of the needles, which pro-
duced coagula. A second and third case were
completely successful—one in ten sittings, the
other in two, ’

Tobacco and Erysipelas. — Mr. C. Arnecaple
mentions the case of a young man suffering from
an attack of erysipelas of the head : the delirium
was gevere, and he had had no sleep for two
nights. He happened at this time to ask for a
Pipe, and, as he was in the habit of smoking a
great deal, he was permitted to have one. %e
seemed to enjoy it exceedingly, and sat up in
M_.tul:ing a few whiffs between his delirious
Tavings ; the exertion, however, was too great
for him, and before he had consumed more than
two-thirds of the tobacco he was obliged to lay
1t aside ; but he was now much calmer, and lay
down more quietly than he had done before for
%ome time, The composing effect continued to

e, and within twenty minutes he was
sound asleep. From this time the case pro.
gressed favourably,

Perforation of the Stomach.—Dr. Fletcher

brought before the Birmingham Pathological
Society a specimen of perforation of thestomach.
The patient from whom it had been taken was a
young female who was taken ill in the night
with violent pain in the bowels. The case being
considered one of acute enteritis, the abdomen
was covered with leeches and medicine given.
No relief, however, was experienced, and in a
few hours the patient died. At the post-mortem
examination extemsive peritonitis snd
tion' of the stomach were manifested. The pa-
tient was quite well the night before she died,
and had partaken of a hearty supper. Fortwo
years previously to her death, however, she 13.d
been occasionally sttended for pain in the region
of the stomach, but for the last three months
of her life she had not required medical aid.
—[To correctly diagnose perforation of the
stomach is oftentimes no easy matter. Some-
times, however, the symptoms are sufficiently
indicative of the nature of the internal injury.
A few years ago we were called to a young woman,
eighteen rs of age, servant at an inn, who
was seized with violent pain over the abdominal
region after drinking a cup of tea. In order to
relieve her agony she took another cup, which,
however, only increased her pain, and so much
distention followed that her dress was obliged
to be immediately loosened. Shortly afterwards
we saw her, and she was then in a state of com-
plete prostration; pulse scarcely perceeptible
at the wrist; cold perspiration: disten ab-
domen, which was also exceedingly tender
on being touched; occasional attempts at
vomiting, without, however, ejecting anything.
The case being suspected, little medicine was
administered; leeches, however, were applied
over the abdomen, and in nine hours after the
occurrence of the pain she expired. The autopsy
showed an opening near the cardiac orifice, pex-
fectly round, and of a size to admit the end of
the thumb, through which the contents of the
stomach had escaped into the abdominal cavity.
There were no other evidences of disease. The
patient had complained for rather more than
two years before her death of pain over the
epigastric region, but while she had taken oo-
casionally some medicine she had never been
Kept from her employment. —Ep. Med. Times.]
lirium Tremens — Modes of Dying.—A. young
man suffcred from delirium tremens. T

fifty hours’ violent raving, says Mr. Arnecaple,

during which he had taken large and repecated
dosesgof laudanum, he sank into the calmest
sleep possible, In this state the breathing was
light, and without stertor ; the pulse had lost its
rapidity, but was quite regular; the gtelpil. on
rasing the eyelid, was observed to much
dihteg. He continued in this state for five hours,
when his brother, on looking at him, found him
dead. In another case, the patient, who was a
drayman, remained in a state of the most violent
and active delirium, incessantly struggling with
his attendants, and endeavouring to get out of
bed. Upon this condition opium' had no in-
fluence., The vital powers gradually failed, but,
while asphyxiated with accumulated mucus in
the trncgea and bronchial tubes, he acted as
though he were driving his team, and the death
rattle was mingled with terms of encouragement
to his horses.

Symblepharon Successfully Treated by Plastic
Operation.—Dr. Hays, surgeon to Wells Hos-
pital, U.S,, attended a farmer, forty-six years of
age, with adhesion of the lower lid of the right
eye, at its inner portion, to the eyeball. He
stated that this adhesion had followed an opera-
tion for the removal of a pterygium performed
about eight vears since. The band of adhesion
was short, and greatly impeded the movements
of the eye, rotation outwards being impossible.
An operation was determined on and performed
in the following manner:—The patient, being
placed on his back on the operating table, and
the lower lid depressed by an assistant, the ope-
rator raised the upper lid with his left hand, and
with the right passed a probe at the external side
of the band down to the point of reflection of the

conjunctiva, pressed the point inwards, so as to

make it propinent, .and drew the lid from the
eyeball.  The assistant now holding the probe,
the operator with a scissors divided the whole
extent of the band. The incision lefta triang\.\ln
space, the base of which was at the edge of the
lid, uncovered by conjunctiva. With avery fine
sewing needle, slightly bent, armed with fine
silk, three ligatures were passed through the
edges of the conjunctiva—one near the apex, &
second at the base, and the third at the middle

ortion of the wound ; the ligatures weve then
Srawn tight, by which the conjunctiva wes
brought into complete coaptation, tied, and cut,
off close to the knot. Cold flaxseed mucilage
was ordcred as a dressing to the eye; a dose of
salts at night, and an antiphlogistic diet. Urpon
promptly took place, and in & few days the liga
tures were removed. A weak solution of copper
was then directed as a collyrium, Under this
treatment the enlarged vessels contracted, the
mass left adhering to the eyeball was diminished
by absorption, and the patient was discharged
with the recovery of perfect freedom of motion of
the eyeball. .

Treatment of Acute Articular Rheumatism.—
Dr. Ruschemberger, surgeon, United States
navy, says, in a case of acute rheumatism accom-
panied with nodes and syphilis, an ineffectual
attempt to obtain the specific effects of mercury
had been made on the commencement. When
in health the patient weighed 220 pounds. He
had been confined to bed four months, and when
admitted into hospital was unable to bend the
knee, wrist, elbow, or finger joints, without great
pain.  Cold-water dressings were kept eon-
stantly applied to the painful joints, half diet
was allowed, and he took at bedtime, every
night, two pills composed of four grains of
opium, and four of sulphate of quinine. On the
tenth day of treatment he lett his bed. His
weight was 136 pounds, At the expiration of
twenty days the pain had disappeared ; the qui-
nine and opium were discontinued. There still
remained, however, thickening and m'ﬂ'ne'u
about the joints. TFor this, phosphoric aeid, in
doses of about twelve minims, was preseri
every four hours in syrup of pumus verginiana.
Under this treatment the functions of the joints
were completely restored, the patient gained
twenty pounds in wcight in_ thirty days, and
the no&; disappeared. ~ While ~taking the
quinine and opium, the bowels, which had been
constipated, were regularly moved once in
twenty-four hours; but, under the use of phos-
phoric acid, it was found necessary to occa-
sionally cribe castor-oil, and an anodyne at
night. **1 have,” says Dr. Ruschemberger,  been
in the habit of treating acute rheumatism, up-
wards of two years, by cold applications to the
hot and swollen joints, and administering at
night from three to six grains of opium, mth.an
equal quantity of sulphate of quinine, regulating
the quantity gy the condition of the pupil alone,
With a dilated pupil I found the patients to bear
the largest dose without inconvenience; and I
have not yet met with a single case in which
pain was not completeli removed in from
twenty-four to thirty-six hours, provided t.l}e
attack were recent or of not more than a week’s
duration, Large doses of opium, especially in
combination with sulphate of quinine, do not
tend to constipate, but rather to relax, the
bowels, After the pain is removed by the opium,
I then resort to the use of iodide of potassium in
medium doses—say from five increased gradually
to ten grains, three or four times daily.

Ezcision of the whole Genital Organs. — Dr.
Beck, assistent-surgeon, U. S. army, reports
the following case :—A man, thirty-six years of
age, was confined in the guardhouse during & fit
of delirium tremens. A few minutes after his
confinement, with a short, thick, one-bladed
pocket knife he completely excised the whole of
the genital apparatus, close to the body. Fliug-
ing them violently into one corner of the room,
he exclaimed, * ‘Any fool can cut his throat, but
it takes a soldier to cut his privates off.” In tén
minutes after, the regimental surgeon was in at-
tendance, and endeavoured to secure the sper-
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credos

matic arteries, but their retraction was so great

that he failed in getting them. Asthebleedi.r;g
‘was profuse it was dered necessary to apply
the actual cautery, which was accordingly done.
In five minutes the bleeding had nearly ceased ;
a large bunch of rags was then applied as a com-
r-eu. and secured by appropriate bandages ; his

ips were s little elevated ; cold applications to

the abdomen, and rest and quiet for three
hours, after which he was removed into the
genezal hospital. The amount of blood lost was

estimated by those t at one . Onse
fact wonhb’of noﬁoomt :ft ot‘du]:nmhntu
after the comm complete con-
sciousness was restored, nor did he exhibit a

ptom of delirium tremens afterwards. The
z:ingl were' not touched all the following
morning, when he evinced a dispesition to
water, He had been placed om antiphlogistic
diet, Therc was some difficulty to find the
urethra, which, however, was eventually done;
a catheter and the evacuated,
‘with but little blood from a si artery, which
'was staid by torsion, After this his water passed
without artificial means, Dry dressings were
:glied, until a yellowish aloughy secretion came

when the wound was dressed with chlori-
nated soda and simple cerate. The last few days
of the healing process a silver catheter was in-
troduced, to the urethra open ; afterwards a
tent, around which the orifice contracted with a
hard callous edge. The man recovered without
an unfavourable symptom.

REVIEWS,

A System of Surgery, by J. M, Chelius. Trans-
lated from the German, by Joux F. Sovurx.

2 vols. 8vo. : vol. i., 814 pp. ; vol. ii., 1009 pp.

London: Henry Renshaw, 1847,

This is no ordinary work, whether we consider
Ats sise, the matter of which it is com , OF
fha iriforstution which it contains. When we
‘reflect on the little that has been added to the
literapy fatne of our country by the hospital sur-

ms of London since the days of Sir Astley
&per. the appearance of such a work as the
present deserves particular notice.

Of late years the medical press has brought
forth little of importance connected with s 3
its ﬁroductiom ve been confined, or nw%y s0,
to laud books, manuals, elements, &c.; no new
work having appenred worthy to succeed the
labours of our predecessors, Sir Astley Cooper,
Home, Hunter, &e¢.

‘We do not intend by these observations to de-
preciate the value of the smaller or elementary
works which have appeared of late years, many of
which are most valuable, and contain much infor-
mation; nor to deprecate their continuance, but
rather to censure those whose position in the pro-
fession has placed the acquirement of much im-

rtant knowledge within their reach, but who
nvo nevertheless refrained from imparting such
knowledge to their profes-ional brethren through
the press, and have thus failed to contribute their
share to disseminate professional information and
sustain the professional character of the country.

How different the conduct of Sir Astley Cooper !
‘Who can behold his 1 s to the profession—
his works on hernia, diseases of the testis, the
memma, the thymus gland, &c.—and not regret
that as yet a successor to him has not appeared
amongst us? 'The profession and the &\:}Kic have
[ ri%in to o?pet the performance of this task by
our hospital surgeons; its non-performance can-
not be considered otherwise than as a neglect of

daty.
zheliufa Suxera. although professedly a
translation from the German, is, in reality, com-
goaed of a translation, and an origi work,

Mr. South, for in no other light can the great

ditions which he has made 'to Chelius be
considered ; the German treatise acts the t,
as it were, of & nucleus, around which has g:ren

coilected a large mass of important informa-

tion, in the form of ariginal observations, sad
extracts from other writers.

the principal velue of The woik, s the originel

e princi ue o work, as the

oh-etn:::t:gm of Chelius are so iem.)t:ix::;';h:;d
con as to require very copious -
tions, Invm: bee::eqwntten e:"y“ f text-book for
his class, and published with the view of uki.nﬁ
it with him into the class-room, where he shoul
nlnge”nponandexphinit,und thus form his

This work is divided somewhat differently
from all preceding medical treatises, the subjects
being classed not alphabetically, as in a cyclo-
pediaor dictionary, or to thom
affected, but woordmtotheir tion,
diseased or aceiden! from the normal con-
dition ; it consists, in addition}to some intro-
ductory observations, of eight divisions: the
first baing ¢ Inflammation;”’ the second, * Dis-
eases result from the disturbance of
physical continuity;".the third, ‘“‘Diseases de-

t on unnatural coherence;’”’ and so on to

the eighth and last. Diseases are thus classed | tomi

aoccording to the results which the diseased
action has produced.

The first division treats of inflammation, and
embraces notongtha several dootrines uglrding
the physiology of this state, but also the inflam-
mation of the different tiseues of the body, with
8 share of the treatment necessary. The opinions
of Mandt, Gueterbock, Gulliver, and others on
the nature and character of the ules to be
found in the blood, both in and disease,
are recorded at considerable length, and possess
much interest,

Inflammation of the lining membrane of the
arterial system is treated of in rather a short
notice, und:; tgne head of ¢ Arteritis.”” The
importance e ect, more especially in
connection with themt:img of these vessels, and
the supervention of seco: hage, as
first naticed by Dupuytren, would have justified
more extensive observations,

In the treatinent of erysipelas, Mr, 8outh con-
demns the application of leeches ‘* under any
circumstances, as the irritation resulting from
their use itself frequently exeites erysi or
rather erythema.” We do not think Mr. South
speaks from actual experience in this matter, as
we have known leeches applied most frequently,
uﬁ w;th tih:hmo-t‘lbeneﬁmnl effect. It is poe-
sible that in hospital practice, amongst patients
of broken-down constitutions, such objections
may exist to their use, but certainly not umder
other and more usual circumetances. The con-
cluding ;portion of this division contains much
useful matter regarding inflammation of the
joints and spine, in which the opinions and
treatment of the most eminent fo; and Eng-
lish surgeons are recorded and considered.

The second division is the largest and most
important portion of the work, ocoupying up-
wards of 800 pages of the first and second
volumes ; it treats of wounds, and includes in
this term all solutions of continuity, in bath the
soft and h.:rhd pnu.an‘gwme of the diseases
consequent thereon, and the necessary treatment.
Having considered the various kinds of wounds
usually treated of, the author notices poisoned
woun&, resulting from cuts received during dis-
section, bites from serpents and insane animals,
and especially treats of ;Idm hobia, to which
sixteen pages are devoted. ounds and in-
juries of the head and brain are next considered,
and, subsequently, wounds of the throat, chest,
abdomen, and their contents ; which are followed
by fractures, syphilis, diseases of the bones, the
treatment of fistula, dislocations, hernia, aneu-
rism, &c.; the author regarding these several
diseases as “‘resulting from the disturbanoe of
phfsical continuity."

n noticing the treatment of fractures, the
;u:ioug irln;::mment;3 recommended by Dse:mlt,
riin usen, Boyer, Hagedoon, Sauter,
Coop:r%\rle, Amesbury, &c., are fully con-
sidered. With re to the * quesstio vexata’
of the treatment of fractures of the shaft of the
femur, in the straight or flexed positions, Mr.

South inclines to the former, and recommends
the use of  four long deal splints,” well padded.
He prefers this :ﬁdo of munent..&mthi:
ient is gene very easy wi s
lé:;i':bulec:hnoving ut a little in the bed, with-
out disturbing the fracture.” In treatingof ** un-
natural joints resulting from the non-union of
fractures,”” Mr. South has omitted the trestment,
b; mumy,nnommddbxthelmur.
&%:. &t;ou‘hmofmuchn:;t‘." o
wing obsecvations ., South
syphilis are extremely judi-
now first takes care to
hilitic. and non-
ic sore, and adapts treatment ao-
cordingly, with mercury, under carefal
tion--hyt'thnﬂomu . specific, but
latter either as an "lmu"m
occasional purge, taking care at -
to imp'tovepthe general health by medicine
m.'l
'l’tlu ohm-v:‘:im on h:;gtim confined,
nearly so, to the surgery disease ;
eyalclmutul. but briefly
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of treatment which are still to discussion,
Mr, Sont:nh;p-id euddcxcmdonmth
modeof:muung in cases of strangulation, by
dividing stricture without the sae.

He sasigns to Mr. Key the merit of having re-
vivodhinmodeof.y ,hnn:j-nlylo,u
Mr. Koy recommendsd the return of the hernial

ﬁr' . s A . . ut. ,.¢
mutionolm operation, which conclude in
the follewing manwers:—* The
failures in the attempt is, from n:nmhmm

tured by the margins of the abdominal apertures ;
yet, inclusive of these failures, I have not any
ider eneral amount

£

persede the other in all b
instances cannot be donbted 5 the great
which has sttended its performance in the hands
of many modern surgeons, both metropelitan and
provincial, should have already established it as
that generally adopted, h-wug of the old method
of exposing the inner surface of the sec and ge-
neral peritoneal cavity.

That this membrane may be, and often is, cat

into with impunity under many circumstanoes,

years 1835—1840, in which time he ope
upon fifteen cases, of which six terminated
fatally, the mortality being somewhat more than

double that attendant on Mr. Luke’s cases.
South’s candour in recording these cases cannot
be too highly commended; the contrast may in-
duce him to adopt the operation of not opening
the peritoneal sac. )

Aneurism is treated at considerable length,
the various opinions and modes of treatment
being recorded. The mode of treatment by
oomxltlenion, which has lately been more suc-
cess

than when formerl }:rm is notioed,
and some interesting euu’ cure related. Much
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judgment is shown, both by the author and an-
nm in o;he osglection of cases au}teﬂ(ll to the

modes of operating—a part of the treat-
ment not sufficiently attended to. Chelius re-
marks, “The opening of the sac must be
conceded, if the aneurism be diffused and
accompanied with much extravasation of blood,
and in aneurism at the bend of the amn,” &e.

after,

, it was that the collateral

oy wou.ld.Plzlr:om be sufficient to sustain

i experience has proved

. it.etherwise, and established the fact that, in the

-3 ity of instances, the supply of blood by the

circulation is so ample as not to interfere

with the sucocess of operation, whenever, as in

wounded arteries, the vessel is free from disease,

and indisposed to contract. The mode of tying

.. the various arteries is detailed, along with some
valusble hints on the several operations.

Amongst the subjectz treated of in the re-

maining divisions of the work are, stricture of

the rectum and urethrs, stone in the bladder,

Ethotomy and lithotrity (these operations being
oonpnns and their applicability to different
enses oonsidered), cancer, amputation ; excision
of the joints, lower jaw, &c. &c.

The diseases enumerated form but a mllﬁ_
not all, affections within the pmincodnng'y
have received attention in proportiany- te théir
mportance, Indeed some, not usually treated of
ia such works, have been weil and ‘con-

: we allude now to di of the wombd,
.imclading m-:;{mmons i - this g ; vaginal
fistulee, and er affectiops, which the foolish

objections of surgeons have frequently banished
from surgical works. - We know of no dlass of
‘discases more of -the highest surgieal
“all mgmt'“dof mi?ndthmth‘!ﬁ;n

i treatises; we < 8
.as adding much te the value of the work.

The position of the author of this work, one of
the Professors in the University of Heidelberg ;
the circumstance of the original treatise having
already passed thawugh mix editions; and. the

ing of the tranalator, one of the surgeous to

8t. Thomas's Hospital, might well guarantee the
production of a work of much merit and ocon-
siderable research: although not fulflling our
expectations in some particulars, it has sur-
them in others, and may be regarded as

& valuable addition to the medical literature of

& work of sound prac-

Members of the profession, who reside at a
distance from the metropolitan centres, or in
the colonies ; those who are, or purpose to be,
connected with our military or naval depart-
ments ; indeed, nllwk:&zuiydedm or who, fro
their position, may t necessary to have
& book of reference at hand, which they may re-
ﬁ: as an suthority, will derive much assistance

this work, as supplying a desideratum long
wanted in the profession.
. There are, however, some defects in it, which
we trust to see rectified in a future edition ; and
'we have no doubt it will take its place as one of
the standard works of the profession, and form,
a1 it is intended it should, an ** Encyclopeedia of
Surgery.” The principal defects are in the
style and composition of the work—a phrase-
slogy being frequently adapted, long eince obso-
lete,'and sometimes unintelligible; and in the
notice that has been taken of some of the
translatar's British contemporaries in the me-
and elsewhere, These defects are easily,
no doubt will be, remedied.
We cannot take leave of this work without
ing testimony to the fidelity exhibited by the
guhn.in e regularity with which i¢ has
brought to a conclusion, and its execution
88 regerds mechanical details, These are matters

which are worthy of notice, as contrasting with
the still unexecuted medical works which
¢t drag theit slow length along.”

Appended to ** Chelius "’ is an analytical index
of unusual length : this was essential, and will
be found most useful in enabling the inquirer to
consult any part of the work without trouble or
loss of time.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

THE MEDICAL TIMES may b¢ procured by an
on any Neweman or Bookseller, or it will

be sent direct By post from the Office of the
Medical Times to Subscribers sending by a Post-

office order, directed James Angerstein Carfrae, | jeot

or an order om soms party én town, Ons Guinea
IN ADVANCE, which will free them for twelvs
mﬁa" e gay-m Subseription, 13s.; Quar-
tor . 64,

A H‘u.moonn PontroLio for Aclding the * Mz-

referenco—may be Aad, by order of any Book-
seller, or at the Office, price 53. An aBowance is
mads e the trade.

Covars ror Binping the Numbers of the ¢ Mz-
.prear Tmaes”’ are now ready, and may be
Aad, by erder of amy Bookseller, or at the Office,
price 13, 64,

.M.dicui, l.nnd?n, writes us that he Aas had con-

..,.e-wwna»gmm. t&tchdnoopkorig‘l tereld,

influences acting upon the nervous system produce
those symptoms which so clearly mark the disease.”
He rooommends as vemedies calomel and opium ;
alo, ths inkalation of orygem ges.

Mr. Bains.—The true nature of the compound
has not yot been correctly determined. The work
veferved to iz one whick & an authority on the sub-
Ject of which it treats. ‘

M. A., Oxon,—TAe licentiates of the College of
Ph.yddaa!m?ybo ezamined in Latin or English ;

ulsb necessary. The possession of a university degree

" doos not entitle a person to bevome a licentiate with-

Mcnlmmim' .
An Inquirer.—We know nothing of the parties,
They oannot be qualified practitioners,
Surgeon-Apothecary.— We bdelieve there is some
intention of issuing a new pharmacopeia. The ad-
houis Freguentty wndorgo altration ook gk
equently ion, ¢ ¢ may not
be entirely laid aside. Y
M.R.C.8.—The operation was performed by Sir
Astley Cooper, at Guy's, and was successful, the
patient surviving st many years,
A Medical Assistant.—Gutta perchka may be
easily obtained at the surgical-instrument-makers ;
the tree which yields it was entirely unknown to

Botanists ; it s now ascertained that it belongs to |

the natural order Sapotaceee.
8. 0., Mtidst%n:.—g:laﬁm, stich as 12 used for
, 8 made from cuttings of fresh skins ;
the inferior k:’ndgmm cowmm‘;zc. 7
A Poor-law Burgeon.— The meeting was one
where great unanimity zof' £alo’ng prevailed, Our
would no Rave been much grati-
JSied had Ae Been present. We are sorry for Ais
disappointment. There is no doubt that the de-
grading pay will undergo revision, and that Aere-
after a little more liberality will be manifested to-
wards union surgeons, at least by the Government.,
A Student.—-}‘lw letter not being authenticated
was destroyed. It is necessary that correspondents
should give their names and addresses when they
make statements which are not calculated to elevate
the character of individuals to whom they refer.
Mr. Edw. Stanmore.— The back numbers of the
Pharmaceutical Times, Aaving been reprinted, can
imzo be obtat';mi. f
eta.—The case of compound fracture of the
thigh soill probably appear in an wrg mmber.f
Mr, Farmer, Putney.—Communcation received,
Mr. Macilwain, the Albany,— The request shall

be attended to,
An Old Subscriber.— The degree of M.D., from

Rostock, can now only be oblained by a vivk voce
exam

tnatton,
Mr. T. C:mybell. Burton-crescent.— We core
sider ht boon Asld in

nwal to prepare for passing the Sootch universitiess”
Perhaps soms of our corvespondents will answer the

We have recsived two communications sn referesics
to u:. Goldsmith, of Liscard, who, though %....u
by Asld upon

A College

but the secretary of the college stated that the name
John Henry Gol{i.tadlt was not emvrolled on
books

Letters and sommunications Aave deen received
My, Hill, Bouth Oave; Dr. Kinloch; Mr.

NOTICE.

The increasing pressure of scientific communiea-
tions—many of which we are siled soith
much reluetance wholly fo omit—has
o us the necessity of much of our
cellanesous corre e {n smaller typs ; and
in order that none of our subscribers may pass
withowt an acknewlodgment of their lettes, or
an answer to their queries, we proposs aleo to
transpose our Corresporidents colums to the last
page, using for it, likewise, a smaller and neater

°  type. To meet the additional expense we are
tn this and other directions incurring in the
improvement of The Medical Times, the fidure
numbers of this journal, after this day, will be
charged with an additi penny. Concurrent
with these changes—which will only confirm any
claims we may have to be the best of the
medical journals—The Medical Times will
zillrc»a:in,‘;: o:lalr readers know, not only the

rgest but cheapest scientific periodical
puflicludiuauy partp;fthc globe. »”
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SATGRDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 1847,
-
THE POOR-LAW,

Tae meeting of the Committee of Union Sur-
geons, to be held to-day, will have to disc!
itself of an important responsibility, The in-
terests of two thousand gentlemen, and of the
pauper sick of the empire, are placed in thejt
hands under circumstances the most favourable
to a triumphant issue : much is given them, and
much will be expected. .
One of the first decisions will, no doubt, be
that of securing a complete tabular statement,
showing the actual state of the medical payments
throughout every union in the empire,

To this end, every medical ‘officer ‘must be
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quickly communicated with, and supplied with
a form to be filled up with a detailed statement
of his own case,

‘We consider this a most important step, for it
will establish for us an argument which, both to
the country and the Government, must be irre-
sistible. But there is no concealing the fact
that it implies a tolerably large expenditure,
which should not be allowed to fall on the
dhoulders of &' few. The subseription being
small, there is no surgeon interested in the

_;?pvement whose name should not appear in the
st.

Another early decision will probably refer to
the utter hopelessness of establishing a per-case
system of remuneration. Itis a system that will
not &nd cahnot be fairly proportiomed; end
would fall in a very short time, if submitted
extensively to the severe test of experience.
The poor, under such a system, will not. receive
medical relief at all, except in cases which, in tke
opinion of the relieving officer, present features
making out aprimd facie * urgent necessity;”” and
thus danger to the pauper, and uliimate ex-
Péhse td the ratepayer, will arise from protracted
1llness owing to neglect of primary symptoms.

. Again, the adjustment of the accounts between
the guardians and the medical officers will be &
seenie of endless bickerings and constant appeal
to the commissioners, Let it be added, too, that
the numbers or distance of the cases are no proper
test of the amount of remuneration which medi-
cal officers should be paid. There are also other
disadvantages which may be urged by the guar-
dians and the public. It will be suspected that
the medical officer may make one case into two
of three, e, g., hepatic congestion, pneumonia ;
dropsy, consumption, &¢. There may be two cases
in one family, and so on ed infinitum, We will sug-
geet also, with respect, that we ought to leave out
of view every scheme of a sanitary nature in the
first instance, and stick to the point as affecting
the union medical officer, the pauper, and the
rates. The committee will find work enou gh for
themselves before pulling through with this load ;
and if they try to carry medical police, health of
towns, or sanitary commissions, or any of the
other proposals hinted at asto be connected with
the Convention, they may have the strength of
Hercules and not get through their dificulties.

LINCOLN’S-INN AND ST. ANDREW'S,

- Tae evidence of Mr. Lawrence and the letter of
Dr. Reid leave clear one inference : — When
‘‘certain” people fall out, the readers of the
Medical Times acquire their own. Take Law-
rence on his oath as to the worth of St., An-
drew’s, and Dr. Reid on his word as to the value
of the College in Lincoln’s-inn—and we have a
tolerably near approximation to the truth. Both
are nearly as bad as they can be, but, of the two,
8t. Andrew’s is probably the better concern. Its
rulers are not so daring in their predatory
habits ; and are content for their week’s wages
with a less amount of corporate violence. There
is a want of metropolitan expansion in their un.
principledness, and, as though emitten by the
characteristic caution of theit race, they thim-
blerig with quaking consciences, and play fan-
tastic tricks by mean-gpirited halves.

‘Whosoever knows Lawrence, and the College of
which he has been for 8o many years the auto-
crat, will make no such accusation as this against
him. There is no vapid small-beer scruples or
hesitations about his corporate raszios, No
hair-splitting dienséance, no ooward-making con.

science stands between him and the heroic.
Are there 10,(500 members to be stripped of
twenty guineas, valué not received? Lawrence
is exactly your man, Are there 10,000
members to be despoiled of a nominal cor-
porate privilege, and external sociel posi-
tion? Again, Lawrence is your man. Is it ne-
cessary to meet the poor despoiled victims, and,
in answer to their vociferated groans, tell them to
their faces—gentlemen as they are !—that they
have been—and will be—(and that deservedly)—
treated as a flock of geese—hissing, gabbling
geese? Again, Lawrence is your man. 'While
there are such things as a Genius of Impudence,
and a Heroism of Odd-doing, who shall doubt
that Lawrence and his College deserve high pre-
cedence—high footpad precedence—over Dr.
Reid and his northern university ?

Dr. Reid—who seems to have felt that, bad as
might be his university, it was imperative on
him, for decency's sake, to show that atal! events
it was a great deal more respectable than our
College of Surgeons—tells us in his clever letter,
that in the examinations held before Jan. 11,
1845, they had in their 71 candidates, forty
members of Lawrence’s College; and out of these
forty members the university felt itself obliged
to withhold its diploma from six—one of these
six having been rejected by the university once
before! Dauring the present year, out of their
forty-nine candidates, thirty-six were again
members of Lawrence’s College; and out of these
thirty-six the university felt itself compelled to
reject seven—nesrly ane in five! Now, to a cer-
tain extent, we believe Mr. Lawrence on his
word—as we before said: and have no doubt
that his very cheap estimate of St. Andrew’s is
certainly not 100 per cent. beneath its value;
but, humble as are its pretensions, it would yet
appear to turn up its nose at every twenty in
My, Lawrence’s hundred members ! Bad as may
be St. Andrew’s, it is proved by statistics to be
just twenty-five per cent. better than Lincolu's
Inn!

Now, the members of the College have a right
to some explanation here. Mr. Lawrence would
raise the council and the body of fellows in
social estimation ; and the easier mode of doing
this is unquestionably not raising the qualifica-
tions of himself and brother practitioners, but
depressing that of the large body of members,
Has this been his policy ¢ Is this the explana-
tion of that terrific facility with which of late
years members have been admitted who could
show the possession of the one great qualifica-
tion —twenty guineas? Isthis the reason that
the College has now members—one in every five
—unworthy of admission even to St. Andrew’s?
We ask an answer. Dr. Reid asks an answer,
Perhaps, before we again address the publie, Mr.
Lawrence may think it worth his while to give
one.

THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS, AND
THE GENERAL PRACTITIONERS.

 Like Fastern kings, a lazy state they keep,
And close confined 10 their own ge sleep.”

Porx,
It is a law of cur nature, which most men

discover, that whencver they have an oppor-
tunity of praising themselves, though at the
expense of others, they will generally give them-
selves the full benefit of their own approbation.
Some of the gentlemen representatives of the
two corporations of Physicians and Surgeons in
the metropolis gave a very striking exemplifica.
tion of this law, when ealled to give evidence

before the parliamentary committee on the
Finsbury member's Medical Registration Bill,
When the worthy ex-president of the College of
Surgeons appeared to show cause why the bill
should not pass into a lzw, he made use of the
opportunity to speak a good word on behalf of
himself and fellows. This he did at the expense
of the great body of college members, whom he
charncterized as persons of defestive general
education, and with but & very limited steek of
professional knowledge ; that they were, in fact,
only fit to occupy certain country stations, or
to exercise their slender abilities upon pauper
patients.

In thus speaking disrespeetfully of the suw-
geons of Great Britain in general practiee, he
had only followed the cxample set him by the
illustrious president and censors of the College
of Physicians, who had previously advertised
themselves as being the lights of the professional
world and the salt of the earth. The evidence
of these gentlemen, holding the highest official
stations in the College of Physicians;, we have
not yet had an opportunity of placing before our
readers ; we shall, however, shortly do so. Im
order that they may be prepared far a close and
serious contemplation of the statements then
made, we have considered it our duty to bring
before them certain portions of it now, that the
justice and liberality of the Pall-mall corporation
may be always had in remembrance.

The College of Physieians, through its repre -

 sentatives, has declared that the ordinary prae-

titioners of medical science are persons of
inferior education, whom poverty compels to
enter early upon the practice of the healing art.
Dr. George Burrows says— ‘‘ The majority of
those who enter into the profession of medicine
enter into what is commonly ealled the lower
grade of the profession; and they are persons
generally of limited means: their means have
not allowed them to obtain an extended educa-
tion; and they just get as much medical know-
ledge as will enable them to fill certain public
situations, such as surgeons under the poor-law,
or assistant-surgeons in the navy, or they eom-
mence practice as they may. They are com-
pelled by the mecessity of the case to seek to gain
a livelihood as early as possible, It must be
clear, that as science extends, and a8 more sub-
jects must be oultivated in order to aoquire a
full knowledge of medicine, a longer time is
required ; and it is impossiblo, in the present
day, for any young man of twenty-one or twenty-
two really to have mastered the principles of his
profession. He cannot have grasped the prin-
ciples of the different sciences auxiliary to medi-
cine, and if he goes into practice at that time
he becomes little more than an empirical pre-
scriber. There are a certain proportion of clever
men who avail themselves of their opportunities
of observation, and afterwards become able
practitioners ; but you do not find thzt they are
the men who add to the science of their pro-
fession, however skilful they may be in the
treatment of disease.”

These are very humiliating statements for the
general practitioners, made before the members
of the British House of Commons, in order that
they may be circulated amongst the aristocracy
of the empire, #0 that,if any of them should ever
be compelled to seek the services of one of the
plebeian practitioners,he may be received with as
little consideration as a barber or butcher, But
how comes it to pass that the ‘¢ lowest grade of
the profession’ is not more highly educated at
the present time } We answer most emphatieally,
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through the reprehensible conduct of that college
of whom Dr. Burrows was the representative
before the medical registration committee. The
faots connected with the professional movement
which resulted in the enactment of the Apothe-
caries’ Bill of 1815 are not yet forgotten ; and
there are gentlemen still in the land of the living
who are in the possession of secrets worth
knowing in reference to the conduct of the cor-
poration in Pall-mall. The sleeping Centaur was
roused from the slumbers by the ery of reform
sounding in the ears, and the giant put forth his
strength to strangle in its birth the offspring of
wisdom and liberality, Though the Apothe-
caries’ Act was passed, it was not the measure
originally proposed. Every inch of ground was
disputed that was worth possessing, and it was
absolutely necessary for the * Associated Sur-
geon-Apothecaries " to yield something if they
‘were to gain anything.

There were two things in the Apothecaries’
Bill of 1815 which prevented it from elevating
general practitioners to the highest rank in the
medical commonwealth: the first was a rigid
énforcement of medical apprenticeship; and the
second was, compelling the Company to have a
court of examiners composed of certain indivi-
duals who were only to test candidates on cer-
tain subjects: and these injurious clauses were
dovetailed in by the College of Physicians, There
can be little doubt that this was done to keep
down the general practitioners in a subordinate
station ; and it was scarcely anticipated that the
Bill eould be worked in any way to promote their
Welfare, cither mentally or socially. Ifan ap-
prenticeship of five years is to be submitted to—
and there is no alternative where an individual
tntends to obtain the apothecaries’ license—then,
under ordinary circumstances, must the study
of those branches of education be suspended
whith are of importance in diseiplining and
strengthening the mind. We do not mean to
say that an entire abolition of the system referred
%o is to be desired, but we are confident that a
modification of it would be infinitely beneficial—
such a modification as would permit a youth so
to pursue his edueation in classics and mathe-
matics as to be able to pass an examination equal
to that which B.A."s are compelled to undetgo
for their degree. The great fault of apprentice-
ship is its interfering so materially with general
instruction; this the College foresaw would cer-
tainly be the case; and yet it now turns round
and reflects upon those whom it would not allow
to enjoy the same advantages as its own members,

But another evil against which general practi-
tioners have had to contend is conuccted with
the constitution and functions of the Court of
Examiners of the Company. We do not mean
here to reflect upon those gentlemen who now
compose it; but it is possible that individuals,
not possessing the Ieast particle of medical know-
ledge, might be placed there to certify that a
candidate is fit to practise medicine and phar-
macy. Nom-professional individuals might con-
stitute the society, and from these the law would
require that the examiners be chosen. It has
only been by the excrcise of great care that the
most disastrous conscquences have not resulted ;
and we have no guarantee that at some future
time, with the Registration Bill as law, pos-
sible evils may actually be realized. If, here-
after, the society should not be favoured with
one sufficiently learned to translate a classic
author, farewell to Latin and Greck ; and if with-
out a chemist the candidate for the certificate
would perform a work of .supererogatién to

puzzle his brains about symbols, equivalents, or
decompositions ; and even now his knowledge of
surgery is there never tested. Whatever defects
are found in the Apothecaries’ Act, they are to
be chiefly attributed to the opposition which the
bill of 1815 experienced from the College of
Physicians ; and if the practitioners of medicine
and surgery have become a respectable body in
the eyos of the public,” no thanks are due to
the antiquated eorporation.

If we may judge from the language of Dr.
Paris, 'we must be led to the conclusion that the
College, in endeavouring to curtail the education
of surgeons in general practice, has sinned against
light and knowledge; he said before the cam-
mittee : —I think that the apothecary should
understand, as far as he is able, every thing that
the physician knows, He has to treat the same
diseases, nnd, therefore, it is very desirable that
the apothcecary ghould be acquainted with all
the circamstances of disease, and the mode of
curing it, as well as a physician. When he is
called upon to treat a case, it is highly desirable
that he should have all the information which
oan be obtained. As physicians frequently are
not at hand in remote country districts, itis most
important for the interest and welfare of the
public that the apothecary or gencral practitioner
should be a highly-educated man. There is no
information, medicelly speeking, that a London
physician ought to possess which ought not to
be possessed by such a practitioner ; but, as far
as oy opinion goes, I think his medioal eduoation
inferior."”

‘We perfectly agree with Dr. Paris, as regards
the education of general practitioners, that it
should be of the highest order; and we think that
this will be best accomplished by the Govern-
ment granting them immediately a charter of in-
corporaton—one not soiled with the defects of
ancient institutions, but which will permit them

. to choose their own officers, regulate their own

curricula of education, and give them that which
they can scercely now be said to possess, ‘“a local
habitation and o name.” Registration alons is a
mere delusion, and the general practitioner who
advocates it sells his birthright for a mess of pot-
tage. The statements made in the face of the
House of Commons will not be easily obliterated
from the memory of the august senators; and
it ought to be the first duty of those who have
been designated es *‘ an inferior grade’ to use
every effort to raise themselves from their im-
puted degradation. Physicians blush at the
idea of being booked with general practitioners,
as the latter must, under the law, remain for
ever second or third class passengers, with what
the former would have us suppo:e first-class
tickets. The fear is, that under these circum-
stances, the public would be deceived ; alas!
they have been long deceived by corporate pre-
tensions and collegiate titles. What, we ask,
has the College of Physicians ever done for
science or mankind? Harvey it persecuted,
Mason Good it despised, Armstrong it rejected ;
and to neatly the middle of the nineteenth cen-
tury it kept at bay its own licentiates, not per-
mitting many of them ever to aspire to the im*
munities and privileges which belong to fellows.
It still needs reformation in order to make it an
institution adapted to the spirit of the age. A
new incorporation of general practitioners would
be the means of infusing fresh lifc into the
asphyxiated College ; and, once fairly awake, it
would endeavour to atond for past errors by
zealously devoting itself to the promotion of
science.

NECESSITY OF SANITARY REFORM.—
THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL'S REPORT.
« Et causm quoque mstimatio sape morbum solvit.”—CBLS .
Tre Registrar-General has just published his
quarterly return of the health and mortality in
117 districts in England ; and the document must
be viewed by the medical profession at the
present time with considerable interest. The
chalera has entered Burope, and is purswing the
identical course that it took when it visited, this
country im 1831, Its arrivel here can, therefore,
be ne matter for speoulation, snd it only, remasins
for those who are invested with guthority, to use
those means which science has shown to be
most effectual in.arresting.its progress, oF miti-’
gating its virulence. Military cprdons amd
quarantine establishments have been proved by
experience to be utterly fatile in checking its
advanee, and oivilized Governments are now be-
ginning to perceive that theix only hope rests in

the rigid enforcement of sanitary regulations,
Inthelast visitation of the cholera, the densely-
populated cities of this country suffered most
severely frum ita influence, and, while po class
was exempt, the poor, addicted to intemperance,
and living amidat dirt and filth, were cut down
on the right hand and on the left. From the
reports which have reached us, we learn that
victims of the same class are npw especially se-

| lected, as in the previous epidemic; and when it

reaches this densely-inhabited metzapolis, like a
destroying angel, it will take its stand especially
over those districts where morality is at 3 low
ebb and cleanliness little regarded. .
The quarterly retwrn informs us, that while
there has been a slight improvement in the
health of the country, London still remains as
sickly as ever; and the high rate of mortality
which prevails is ascribed principally to ¢ the
crowding, the want of water, decaying anindal
and vegetable matters unremoved, and the fn-
efficiency of the sewers, which neither carry off
the solid, liquid. or gaseous matters, poured imo
them or generated within them every day.” It
is evident, therefore, that the increased amount
of disease and death, which at the present time
prevails in the metropolis, is to be attributed to
causes over which the inhabitants have entire
control. They can, at will, increase or diminish
the amount of disease amongst them; and they
may be said, in no small degree, to hold their
fate in their own hands. This great fact has
been repeatedly forced upon public attention
by the members of the medical profession;
but, hitherto, such has been the apathy of
the people to make éfforts for their own
safety, that the reforms whiel enlightened
men have proposed to render people lews
obnoxious to the influence of epidemdcs have
experienced obstructions of unusudl extent ghd
obstinacy., Medical mon, from their extenst¥e
intercourse with the poor, are better dcquaimtéd
with their habits and prejudices thah any other
class of society; and experience has tatight ém
that sanitary reform has made Httle progréss in
consequence of the humbler ranks being in-
fatuated with a love of filth to the utter disitke
of that which is its opposite. Bora and bred in
the midst of uncleanliness, they are so hnbitémtéd
to it that it never fot a moment attracts their
attention ; while those more favouted by hature
and education take little notice of evils whish
oceasion them little présent inconrvenience. The
middle and upper classes of society have given
but little attention, hitherto, to the hard fate of
thoes who live and die in the midst of an atmo-

sphere perpetually exércising &n injurioits iri
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fluence on their constitutions; and a strange cre-
dulity possesses them when they are told of the
squalid misery of their poverty-stricken neigh-
bours, and the horrors of the charnel-house.

Yet, hidden from the view of the teeming po-
pulation of this great city, there are vaults
crowded with bodies in all the different stages of
decomposition—sewers abounding with flth,
which, as stagnant and as abominable as the
fabled Acheron, send forth their pestiferous
‘exhalations to huxry out of life human beings,
without regard to sex, age, or condition. Dr.
‘Gavin, in a lectare before the Mechanics’ In-
wtitute at Hackney, and which has been recently
published, says, “It is impossible to read the
‘accounts contained in the reports of the com-
missioners of the health of towns of the filthy
und horrible state in which the houses and streets
In the poorer localities are represented to exist,
‘without being struck with amazement—that, in a
town professing to be the centre of civilization,
and the mightiest in the world, such abomina-
tions as everywhere present themselves should
be allowed to exist even for a day.” *In com-
pany with Mr. Taylor, I visited Lamb’s Conduit-
fields, after long-continued hot weather, In a
place of about 300 square feet, being covered
with putrid water, I found that all the space
enclosed between a boarding on either side
of the Bastern Counties Railway, and extending
from part of arch No. 91 and the half of arch
No, 92, yp tq the end of arch 88, a distance of
830 or 250 feet, and from 40 to 60 feet in width,
was one enormous ditch, or stagnant lake of
thickened putrefying matter. In this Pandora’s
box, dt?ﬁd‘ cats and dogs we;les profusely scattered,
ﬂ}}ﬂ?ﬂ eyery stage of disgusting decomposis
tiane Iciﬁncﬁso ;S‘lake wi?a. t?u.l streamlet,
very slowly flowing, and from it another, which
widened and expanded into a large ditch, before
it disappeared in the open end of a scwer,
Bubbles of carburetted and sulphuretted hy.
drogen gases, snd every peatilential exhalation
yesulting from putrefaction, were being most
abundantly given off from the ditches and the
Jake. The ripples on the surface of the water
oceasioned by a shower of rain aye pat more
pumerqus than were thase produced by the
bursting of the hubbles of these pestilential gases,
which were about to produce disease and death.
The construction of the railway has diminished
the extent of the lake, but it has concentrated the
evil. Now, the conceptration of such foci of
dinease has been proved to be deleterious jn a
grometrically increasing ratie. What, therefore,
must be the effect of this lake of putrescency on
the health and lives of those who shall inhabit
the houses rapidly springing up all around it?
A row of twenty-two new houses, of two flats,
with cesspools in front, are being built parallel
ta, apd within ten ten foet of, this most disgust-
ing snd degrading scene, which is an abomina-
tion, dangerous even to a casual inspector.”

Not far from thig foul lake is a place called
Newton’s Rents, consisting of six houses, held of
the manog of Stepney, and each let for one shilling
aweek. ‘I'he houses cansist of qne roqm, with no
back entrance whatever, except those on the left
side, which have about two square feet, the
breadth of the house. * Atone end of these six
back yards are open privies; at the other end is
p dust.bin. At the further end of this court is

. a large dust-bin, filled with all sarts of garbage,

flth, and refuse. On the right side jis a most
filthy double open privy, in a state of decay,
with ordure strewed all around. On the left

are two open privies, in 8o beastly a state that
they are utterly unfit for use. The court, which
is about ten feet wide, has a grating in the
centre, leading to a drain, which is always
stopped up; there is, consequently, in dry
weather a little lake of most putrid mud and
fluid filth ; and in wet weather the court is a
foul marsh, The scavenger never enters this
court; and the inhabitants never attempt to
cleanse it. There is no water laid on in this
court ; and to my inquiries as to how they ob-
tained water, it was replied, that they *begged,
borrowed, or stole it."

The existence of such things is a disgrace to
the parish of Stepney ; and there is no doubt the
inhabitants pay pretty dearly, in the shape of
rates, for the sick poor, of whom there is con-
stantly a large number on the books. Here the
cholera formerly committed dreadful havoc, and
in the churchyard a particular space was laid out
for the victims, and they were buried in trenches.
The parochial officers should now begin to pre-
pare fresh ground for the numbers who will
doubtless fall a prey to the plague: for if the
work of reformation were to be commenced im-
mediately, it could not be completed in sufficient
time to effectually check the Eastern scourge.

The burying-grounds of the metropolis are also
in a most disgraceful condition. There is scarcely
a churchyard that is not saturated with animal
matter, and graves cannot be dug without chop-
ping through coffins and dead bodies. The
vaults, also, are crammed full, many of them ; and
it is required very frequently to take out some of
the bodies which have been longest placed there,
and they are then put into some deep hole, dug

resaly for the purpose. The public know not
a tithe of the brutalizing transactions whioh
take placein the churchyards of London, though
they occasionally hear of doings at which hu.
manity shudders. Attention has been recently
directed to the condition of the dead buried under
Enon Chapel, Clement’s-lane, Strand. Mr. G. A,
‘Walker, and other members of the Metropolitan
Society for the Abolition ef Burials in Cities and
Towns, visited this place a short time ago. The
trustees procured lights, and accompanied the
gentlemen into & cellar, fifty-nine feet by twenty-
nine, and less than five feet high, under the
chapel. Here, on all sides, lay human remains,
and broken coffius were scattered in oconfused
heaps, At the extreme end were seventy or
eighty empty cofins. To theright were several,
in which lay hali-decomposed carcases, and the
whole cellar was crammed with bodies under the
surface, which was not a foot deep. This cellar
was only separated from the chapel by a boarded
floor, the joints not being protected by lath
and plaster. This horrible charnel-house is
in a most densely-populated neighbourhood, and
within ffty yards of the most crowded thorough-
fare in the City.

That the improvement of the sanitary eondi-
tion of large towns will not only promote the
health, but also the morals, of the people, should
stimulate the members of the medical profession
to increased exertion to accomplish it. They
‘have hitherto laboured apparently in vain; igno-
rance and avarice have resisted to their utmost,
but they arc not much longer to be successful.
The cholera may work reform in a few months
which, without its advens, would have taken
years to acoomplish 3 then, with clean and well-
Ventilated cities, the Registrar-General's report
will very seldom tell of thousands prematurely
hurried to the grave by causes which it is in the

power of man to annihilate,

CONVENTION OF POOR-LAW UNION
OFFICERS. -

——————
Owini to the shortness of the time allowed
last week for preparing our full report of the
Convention, some inaccuracies occurred. The
following gentlemen form the committee :—
Jas. Heygate, M.D., F.R.S., President of the
Provincial Medical and Surgical Association.
John Burton, M.D., Walsall.
T. Hodgkin, M.D., London.
@G. J. Guthrie, ., London.
Ed. Daniell, Esq., Newport Pagnell.
T. Martin, Esq., Reigate. -
J. A. Pearson, Esq., Woolton.
A. Ebsworth, Esq., Bulwell,
H. W, Livett, Esq., Wells,
R. T. Tasker, Esq., Melbourne.
W. Cantrell, Esq., Wirksworth.
T. H. Smith, Eeq., St. Mary Cray.
G. Stedman, Esq., Guildford.
G C. Dale, Esq., Tower Hamlets.
J. Liddle, Esq., London.
E. White, Eaq., London,
C. F. Lord, Esq.
G. Ross, Esq. —_—
The dinner should have been reported as
having taken place at the Craven—not at the
Crown—Hotel.

Ata meeting of medical officers of unions, held
at Cambridge on Monday, Oct. 25, the following
resolutions were unanimously ag:ed to:—

1st. That, in the opinion of this meeting, the
public services of medical men are neither pro-
perly understood nor_duly appreciated, and the
award made to them is on a scale wholly incom-
mensurate with the amount and the im
of the duties they have to perform. at the
smallness of the stipends now awarded makes it
clear thn‘:o:l:g m?q;:ﬁalelief o{’ the poor fall;..aot
on the of ians, but, very unjustly,
on the hard-worked medical officers.

2nd. That as it would be useless, and only
productive of ill feeling, to apply for & remedy
to our local boards, this meeting considers the

r-law commissioners and the Secretary of
tate for the Home Department the proper
quarters in which to make known the grievance,
and to seek a remedy ; and that a memorial be
presented to them, setting forth the in ty
and iﬂmtioe of the present state of pro-
fessional remuneration, and requesting that some
fixed principle be laid down, by which more
adequate ies may be regulated; and that this
memorial be signed by the whole body of poor-
law medical officers. .

3rd. That copies of the returns furnished to
this meeting by the several medical officers be
forwarded to t{e poor-law commissioners, with
the view of inducing them, at the earliest pos-
sible period, to remove the grievances under
which the medical officers of the different unions
are now suffering.

4th. That this meeting is of opinion that s
commission (a moiety consisting of medical men
acquainted with poorlaw-union practice) should
be issued by Government, to inqu.ire into the
subject of the duties and remuneration of medical
officers,

5th. That this meeting condemns the exclu-
sion of burns, scalds, other long-protracted
and dangerous surgical eases from article 177 of
the present poor-law tions; and they are of
opinion that the article 181 ehould have been
more defined and made imperative.

6th. That this meeting is of opinion that the

t fees allowed for vaccination in the dif-
m:uniom are so Jow as to render the Vacci-
nation Extension Act almost a nullity; and that
no fee less than two shillings and sixpence wil
cause the act to be carried out in the spirit in
which the Legislature intended.

7th, That this meeting unanimouslyrequest Mr.
Remsey to attend the Convention as our delegata
to present these resolutions.

(Bigned)
Charles Newby, Medical Officer of the Cam-
‘bridge Union,
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John Prince, do., Linton Union. zen. taking this as the average, 3068 mixtures, | the tg:eunti uate rate of remuneration paid
Francis C. Howard, do., Linton Union. 316 pills, 8312 powders, 260 lotions, 260 lini- | to medical officers of the poor-law unions, '

Allen Ramsey, do., Chesterton Union.
C. P. Daniel, do., St. Ives Union.
Charles J. Edmonds, do., St. Ives Union.
Arthur W, Thurnall, do., Chesterton Union.
Thomas Green, do., Chesterton Union.
Frederick R. Hitch, do., Chesterton Union.
Robert Ransom, do., Cambridge Union.
Letters were also roceived from the following
union medical officers, stating their at be-
unable to attend the meeting, but fully coin-
iding with the various resolutions :—
John Deighton, Medical Officer of the Cam-
bridge Union.
@. L. Girling, do., St. Ives Union.
Robert Ellis, do,, Chesterton Union,

The Balsham district of the Linton Union,

contains six es, with a population of 4000 ;
and the medical officer of this union receives for
his services the salary of £75 per annum. He is
constantly employed for two hours every morn-
ing in the dispensing of medicines, and rides on
an avi ten miles a day, exposed to contagion
of every kind. He (the medical officer) reckons
that the drugs consumed in the course of twelve
months for union patients only amounts to
£30, and the expense of keeping an extra horse
%o £25; this leaves him £20 per annum for his
hbo:u—bemg one shilling and a fraction only
per day.

The medical officer of the Chesterton Union-
house, and parish of Chesterton, the house capa-
ble of containing 300, and the parish a popnht?:n
of 2000, receives the salary of £42 for his services,
Drugs, &c., for his paupers alone cost £20 per
annum,

The medical officer of the first district of the
Cambridge Union, which contains a population
of about 14,000, receives at the present time a
salary of £80 per annum. The salary was for-
merly only £75 per annum, but has lately been
increased £15 per annum. number of cases
attended from Christmas to Lady Day, 1847,
‘was 444, and the number of attendances upon
the patients was 2250.

following is the report from the medical
officer of the second district of the Cambridge
Union, which contains nine parishes, with a po-
pulation of 12,000. The salary at the present
time is £85 per annum, formerly being £75
aonum, The total number of paupers attenm
in the Cambridge Union in the year 1838 was
1027. The salary of the medical officers (there
being only two at that time) was £100 each. It
was afterwards thought necessary to have a third
medical officer to attend to the union-house
alone, his salary being £50 per annum. To
make up which sum of £50, £25 was de-
ducted from each of the district officers’ salaries.
In the year 1846, the gross number of pauper
tients attended in the two districts was 2137 ;
nng more than double that of 1838, when the
house was included, the medical officers at that
time receiving the reduced salary of £75 per
annum.

The great increase of medicines and attend-
ances required induced the medical officers to lay
these facts before the board of guardians. The
subject was for more than three hours warmly
discussed ; and what was the result? The sala-
ries were increased : the first district, £15; se-
oonddi;:liet, £10; md:he house, £10 per an-
num, 'was proposed by one guardian and se-
conded by another, that the salaries be increased
one farden (meaning, it is sup , one farthing)

annum. The amounts of increase in the sa-

es were carried only by a majority of two.

At the next board meeting the same guardians

who, at the &e.viom meeting, had proposed that
in

.

the salaries creased one farden per annum,
gave notice that they should, next day,
move that the increase of salary be altogether
rescinded. The number of visits paid at the re-

sidenoes of the patients in the first quarter, 1837,
was 2301 ; the number of attendances at surgery,
500. The weekly number of medicines dispensed
was as under : —60 mixtures, 1oz:fi1h. 6 powders,
6 lotions, § liniments ; making altogether in one

ments ; and for this the total amount of salary
was £75. This sum reduced to numbers gives
13d. and a fraction for each visit and requisite
medicines. Medical relief is given by the re-
lieving officers to parties earning from £1 to
£1. 10s. per week, and this is in some instances
sanctioned by the board.

Surely these remarks sufficiently prove that
the remuneration of union medical officers should
no longer remain in the hands of boards of guar-
dians, but be vested in those of Government,
when the medical men might be fairly remune-
rated, and the poor reap the benefit in the at-
tendance.

Nantwich, Cheshire, Oct. 26,

At a meeting of the medical officers of the
Nantwich Union, called by circular, to cousider
the present movement among the poor-law
medical officers, and co-operate for the ameliora-"
tion of t‘{)oor-law medical relief, it was this dsy
resolved—

1st. }‘h}t tl:nhe medical oﬂtcl::l in the said
union fee! t a change in the present system
is required : that the remuneration is inadequace.

2and. That, under the present system, there is
in some cases an unequal division of salaries;
th:d adjustu;erln:e in cehr:in c:;::d );la.vi!\g been
made upon fa mises; r ving
had to popnhtionp?nly, and not to population
and extent of district.

3rd. That in a but thinly populated
district the medical officer is, under those cir-
cumstances, most inadequately remunerated,
much of his time being required, and horse
expenses unavoidable,

4th. That the only equitable mode of remu-
nerating the medical officers is by taking extent
of district, together with population, into the
elements of computation, and allowing horse

exgenm.
th. That the vaccination fee, when fixed at
one shilling for each succesaful case, is too low,
6th. That the remuneration of ten shillings for
labours (in O%M) is too small, when
the of i have passed a by-law,
making no difference for the distance of the
patient, That, while ten shillings may be re-
ceived as the minimum remuneration, there
should be an increasing scale of fees, proportioned
to the distance of the patient from the residence
of the medical officer.
(Signed) THomas WILLIAMSON.
WiLLiax WaLLey.
Davio P, Tuomson, M.D., Medical
Officer for the Wrenbary District.
Jaues H. RowcLiFFE.
J. K. SvaTer.
Jorx TurNELOW.

Oswestry, Oct. 25.

GextLEMEN,—We, the undersigned, surgeons
of the Oswestry Union, desire to express our
heartfelt concurrence in the objects of the
meeting of union surgeons, to be held on the
27th instant.

We are satisfied that no improved remunera-
tion for professional services is to be expected
from the d of guardians, who, asratepayers,
are more interested in keeping down any expen-
diture than in improving the efficiency of the
establishment, and embracing the comforts and
well-being of the poor under their control.

We to express our readiness to co-
operate with those gentlemen who attend the
meeting in carrying out any plan or resolutions
that may be determined upon for the ameliora-
tion of the interest of the profession, and for the
general benefit of the sick poor.

(Signed)  PerLoB CARTWRIGBT.
JouN WynNE,
WiLLiax GRIFFITH,
R. PeRKINS,

At a meeting of the medical officers of the
Ross Union, held on Saturday, .Oct. 23, 1847, it
was resolved—¢ That this meeting, appreciating

and heartily concurring in the objects for the
attainment of which a Convention of ¢ Union .
Surgeons’ is about to be held in London,
pledges itself to support the furtherance of those
objocu(g)_ th:d best of its power and ability.”
3

C. E. noLson, District No 1.

Epxuonp Jonzrs, M.D,, District No. 2.

‘W. SyuonNns Roores, M.D., District No. 3.

ApraEAM T. WiLLuort, District No. 4.

- In the Great Shelford district of t.ht;l Chuufx
nion, containing nine parishes, with a

tion of 5000, the medical officex, Mr, A
receives for his services the sum of £55—one of
the parishes distant five miles from his residence,
During the last twelvemonths he has attended
309 hcuec, nearly one-third of which ocases
(typhus) extending over periods varying from &
moyn?t.h to three mognthn. and reqhuinng constant
attendance. Cost for drugs and horse expenses,
being compelled to keep one for union practice,
£40; leaving £15 for the trouble of dispensing
medicines and attendance upon the sick—not
labourer’s wages, for it does not amount to one
shilling per diem, or even one shilling case.
During &f prevalence of t{gl;u fever, 8: board
of ians, after having memorialized by
the respectable inhabitants of one of the parishes,
agreed that a gratuity of ten pounds should be
given ; but that ten pounds was raised by a sub-
scription from three of the parishes in his dis-
trict, and not paid by the board. The other
officers of the Chesterton Union have an equal
amount of labour, and receive the same salary
each, Vaccinstion is paid for at 1s. per oase;
in an adjoining union, 2s. per case is paid; in
others, 2s. 6d.

‘WALSALL UNION.

At a meeting of the union medical officers and,
others, medical practitioners within the union of "
Walsall, held at Walsall, on Monday, - 28tk Od¥
fbbﬂ, 1847 H ‘ et

Presen

t—
Francis P, Palmer, S8wgeon, Walsall. .,
John H, Thornhill, M.D., Darlaston.
David 8. Moore, M.D., Walsall B Deal, -
George H. Whympe, M.D., Bloxwell Deal,
John F. Hulbert, n.won. ‘Walsall.
John Burton, M.D., | Workhouse.
And a&ﬂm were received from—
H. W, , M.D., Aldridge.
Chas. Somerville, Surgeon, Bloxwell,
Francis P. Palmer in the Chair ;
it was resolved uanimously,
thlal'.. That it i:d the tc‘)pinion of th.::d xneetinghe that
e present mode o ent, the present
unoll:m of the nhrielr !:? the union medical
officers of England, are incorrect in grmciplo.
unjust to the medical officers, ruinous of any at-
tempt to carry out an effective system of metical
relicf to the poor; and, in co uence of the.
defects in the system of medical relief therefrom
arising, it is oppressive to the poor, and uitimately
expensive to the ratepayers.
oved by Dr. Burton, seconded by Mr.
Thornhill,
2nd. That the defects of the present system of
ayment for medical relief are—1. It is specu-
ative, and 1ot proportionate to the amount of
qualification required or work done. 2. It is
inadequate, under the most favourable circum-
stances known to this meeting, 1o remunerate the
medical officer for even a m attendanoce
upon the sick poor, and entails a considerable
pecuniary loss on those who give that abundant
attendance, and that quality and selection of me-.
dicine, most appropriate for the successful treat-
ment of disease in any class of society, and which
is usually considered to be indispensable l.mol'xlﬁ
the wealthy and independent classes. 3.
inability of boards of ians and the com-
missioners, from the very nature of the medical
officer’s duties, to form any accurate judimnnt of
their extent and proper performance, and copser
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xn:nﬂy to .j,u? correctly as to the amount of
e medjcal officex’s expenses and trouble, or of
the salary he ought to have. 4. It places the
health of the psuper in one scale, the imterest of
the modical officer being in the other, and there-
fore in many cases it makes it better and cheaper
for the medical officer, as such, that the pauper
should die thgn that he should live, that he
should hecome infirm or permanently disabled
than that he should be cured apd become a useful
memher of society. 6. It places the medical
officer, the nature of whase services renders him,
if pot the most important, at least a very principal,

cer in the umion econamy, subordinate and
subjeot in such'a measure to therelieving officers
ag often entails upon him the performance of the
duties of the latter,

Moved by Mr. Moore, seconded by Mr,

‘Whympe,

8rd. That, for these and several other reasons,
this meeting is of opinion that the gresent
amount of salaries of medical officers and their
mode of payment ought to be altered at once for
a system acknowledging as its basis that nothing
short of a full and proper care of the sick pauper
will satisfy his jyst claims as acknowledged by
the lagws of Eagland; and that mothing can,
without p remunerating payment to the union
medical officer (and an admission that his im-
portance in the union economy entitles him to
rank high in the opinion of the commissioners
and guardians, and to enjo§l their confidence in
all matters appertaining to his department in the
upion), ensure such proper care.

Moved by Mr. Thornhil, seconded by Mr.

Hulbert,

4th, That, considering the difficulties sur-

rounding a system of payment cese, and
cially that such a mode would in all proba-

bility limit the amouut and alter the nature of
medical relief to theo})oor. this meeting is of
opinion that, instead of that mode, one equally
just and lgss objectionable might be adopted, be-
caunse a reference to the registers of sickness and
mortality in the several unions sinee 1837 would
enable one to form a eorzeet idea of the annual
amount and nature of the work done; and from
that might be dedueced the annual amount of
salary to be fixed in each distriot, workhouse, or
upion, as the case may be, as the salary to be
pedd in that district, workhouse, or
union, until,

new averages {aken at stated
iods, it d be shown that the alary was
syvporﬁmte to the duties.
oved by Dr. Byrton, seconded by Mr. Moare,
6th. That, if the above mode of calculating the
annual smount of salary of the medical officer is
adopted, it would be better to make that amount
liberal to suffice tv remunerate every
medical service likely to be required, than, as at
present, to have a supplementary table of fees,
which, imperfect as it is, rather serves to show
the conviction, on the n}nrt of those who offer
gm that the medical salaries are inadequate
an to answer the purpose for which they were
sxid to be intended. But if, for the reasons
stated by the commissioners, it is thought de-
sirable to continue such supplemental table of
fees, then this meeting is of opinion that such a
table should be arranged as would embrace all
the cases which are likely to re«}mre a prompt
attendance, unusual exercise of surgical skill
and energy, or to involve the medical officer in
ap Dnusu ong or expensive attendance;
and that, in order that these fees may bear some
ortion to the relative importance of the ac-
cidents and operations for which they are given,
this meeting is of opinion that they should be
fixed by the Councils of the College of Surgeons
and Boclety of Apothecaries in London, or a
committce formed of members of those bodies.
Moved by Mr. Thornbill, seconded by Mr.
ympe,
6th, That the system adopted in this and other
unions, of sﬂ‘ording childbed relief to the poor—
viz,, that of allowing small sums of money to
the applicants for such relief, instead of medical
orders to the medical oficer—is illegal, and a
very great evil, in so far as that such a system is

eminently caloulated to defraud the mediocal
officer, and to place the parturient pauper in a
very dangerous situation, by subjecting her to
the necessity of calling in unskiltul persons to
her assistance ; and is, moreover, not economical,
because it gives rise to that order of midwifery
cases which involve long attendance and the
exercise of great skill, and infer the larger
amount of fee allowed; therefore, and conse-
qqengy, this evil should be summarily deter-
mined.
Moved by Mr. Moore, seconded by Mr.
Thornhill

0! ]

7th. That, as a means needful to the end sup-
posed to be in view—namely, the proper relief of
the poor, this meeting is of opinion that all me-
dical officers should be allowed to give orders for
certain extra articles of diet required in cases of
sickness or emergency, and that such orders
should be made payable by the proper officer,
and should be charged in his quarterly account
in such a manner that the parties supplying such
articles on medical officers’ ordersshould have no
difficulty in being paid quarterly.
Moved by Dr. Burton, secondeX by Mr. Hulbert,

8th. That, with these views of medical relief,
and its evils, as affecting the interest of the
medical officer, the pauper, and the ratepayers,
the present mecting feel it to be a duty they owe
to themselves and the public to send a delegate
to the Convention of Union Medical Officers to
be held in London on Wednesday, the 27th
instant, in order that they may co-operate with
their professional brethren in bringing the said
evils under the notice of her Majesty’s advisers,
and prayi ;f them that they would, in some
efficient and summary manner, remedy the said

evils,
Moved by Mr. T{x‘g_;uhﬂl. seconded by Mr.

] ympe,
9th. For this purpose this meeting does hereby
appoint Dr. Burton as their delegate and repre-
sentative at such Convention, and authorizes him
to vote and act there in such manaer and way as
to him may seem most fit to carry out the objects
of the said Convention.

ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE UNION.

At a meeting of the following gentlemen—
Dr. Lees, Mr. Cooke, Mr, Wood, Mr. Pomfret,
My, Malalieu, and Mr. Massey, medical officers
of the Ashton-under-Lyne Union—on the 25th
Oectobcer, Mr. Cooke in the chnir,

Moved by Dr. Lees, and seconded by Mr,

Pomfret,

1st. That this meeting approves of the Con-
vention of Poor-law Medical Officers to be held
in London on the 27th inst., and assures the Con-
vention of its cordial support.

Moved by Mr. Malal‘i{:’u. and seconded by Mr.

ood,
2nd. That a cogy of the above resolution be
forwarded to T. Piers Healey, Esq., Hon. Se.
cretary to the Convention.

At a mccting of the medical officers of the
Saffron Walden Union, held at the union-house,
on the 26th October, it was unanimously re-
solved,

* That this meeting cordially agrees with the
objects proposed for the Convention’s considera-
tion, and, so far as in the power of its members,
will endeavour to aid those objects."”

BELPER, BAKEWELL, AND ASH-
BOURNE UNIONS,

At a meeting of the medical officers of the
Belper, Bakewell, and Ashbournc Unions, held
at the Red Lion Inn, Wirksworth, on the 20th
October, Wm. Cantrell, Esq., in the chair,

It was proposed by Wm. H. Fletcher, Esq., and
seconded by John Adams, Esq.,

* That, considering the present mode of remu-
nerating the services of union medical officers to
be unsatisfactory and, in most cases, inadequate,
we h.ighlx apgxove of the general meeting about
to be held in Y.ondon, and that Mr. Cantrell do
attend such meeting to represent our opinions.”!

PRESCOT UNION.

"[To the Editor of the Medical Times.J

Sir,—I have been directed by the board of
guardians of this union to forward to you the
enclosed letter, which has been addressed to
them by Mr. Tyrer, one of their relievin,
officers, in consequence of a letter whic
appeared in your paBer of the 4th it
s&ned #J. Armitage Pearson,” and followed
by some remarks of your own thereupon. Ik
send also some other papers in verification of
the statements made ingdx. Tyrer's letter; and
have to request that you will either give pub-
licity in your columns to the letter itself, or, by
such other means as you may think proper, make
it known to your renders, {hat the statements
made in Mr. Pearson’s letter relative to the case
of George Foster are totally without foundation.

I am, 8ir, your obedient servant,

. Heyes,

Clerk to the Board of Guardians of the Prescot
Union,

Prescot, Lancashire, Oct, 22,

GexTLEMEN,—On Thursday last my attention
was called to a letter published in the London
Medical Times of the 4th ult,, signed “ J. Armi-
tage Pearson,” in which that gentleman seriously
and most unjustly reflects on your character as
a board, and by implication on myself, as your
officer. Knowing the ill odour of Woolton
affairs, from the too frequent occurrence of dis-
agreeable circumstances there, nothing but a
strong sense of duty could have induced me to
notice this communication, the facts being so de-
cidedly contrary to all the allegations made by
Mr. Peareon. It is to me matter of much sur-
prise that he could publish such an account when
the real facts were so accessible.

Not to occupy too much time, I will shortly
state the circumstances as they arose. The
* poor man” referred to is George Foster, an
Inshman, for about twenty years resident in
Much Woolton, and regularly in the employ of
Mr. James Gore, builder, at 16s. per week. He
has a pony, an ass, and two carts, with which
some of his family cart coals and clothes to
Liverpool, and since March last they have re-
ceive? upwards of £4 for removing fever patients
to the workhouse. His family, at the time re-
ferred to, consisted of himself, wife, and eight
children, the daughter, Catherine, seventeen, at-
tend.ng those who were sick.

On the 26th July, at half-past six in the
morning, I received (No. 1) a note (if it may be
called one) from Mr. Pearson, requesting me to
attend to this family, Not considering it a case
for my notice, my first thought was to pay no
regard to it. I, however, resolved to provide for
all contingencies, and wrote (No. 2) to Mr.
Rushton, by messenger, the same morning, en-
closing 2s. 6d. for Foster, as owing to him for
conveying paupers. On my visiting Woolton
the following Wednesday, I found that Mr.
Rushton had not given this, having learned that
Mr. Gore’s men had collected 85s. 9d. the pre-
vious Saturday evening, and handed it over to
the family., During the same week ending July
24, he received 158, from myself for carting, and
10s. from his club—total £3. 9s. On Wednesday,
the 28th, the daughter, in charge of the family,
came to my office at Woolton for relief. I went
to visit the family, and found Foster convales-
cent, and one of the boys able to go with the
cart. Telling Foster he did not need tobe a
pauper, and believing that 2s. 6d. was too little
for conveying the fever patients, I gave him an
extra 78. 6d., which the board allowed, and have
paid 3s. since for each joume{; On Wednesday,
Aug 4, I received from Mr. Pearson two papers
(Nos. 3 and 4) which I laid before the board on
the Thursday following. I heard no more of the
case, and saw the man at work soon after. To
have placed him on the relief list would have
been grossly unjust to a large class of poorer
ratepayers around him.

ow far Mr. Pearson is right in using the
term, * penniless, and in great distress’ andl
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actual want, without a morsel of food in the
house;” “to be shocked at their destitu-
tion ;_" a’nd, again, to ‘‘declare that they were
starving”’—to s};eak of all this, coupled with
your treatment of it, as a *shameful fact’’ —Ileave
it fog you to judge; but when the character of a
public board and its officer is concerned, it is
surely becoming to take care that nothing bearing
the semblance of falsehood should creep into
published atatements, This letter concludes
with a general charge of cruelty on your part,
most annoying to the clergy, &c. I will answer
for it, that in Woolton the ratepayers in general
have no such opinion. The benevolence of the
‘Woolton gentry is proverbial. To this is at-
tributable the ~congregating together of large
masses of Irish poor in houses insufficient for
their accommodation ; the consequent existence
and spread of infectious disease, numerous
deaths, and more than a treble call on the rate-
payers; and it behoves your board in its public
capacity, acting on wise principles in giving re-
lief, to protect the ratepayers against undue
burdens, by checkinilthat tendency to eleemo-
synary dependence which creates idleness, para-
lysis, accretion, and cncourages instead of
extirpating pauperism. If needful, there are
more facts and evidence to prove Mr. Pearson’s
statement to be a calumny on your board, falling
more heavily on the guardians for the township,
a:lt} f‘myself, as having advised the refusal of
relief.

I would recommend that three of your hoard
unconnected with the locality be deputed to in-
vestigate this affair, if needfuly; and I am content
to abide by their decision.

I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
Tuouas Tyrer,
The Board of Guardians, Prescot Union.
Prescot, Oct 21.
(No. 1)

Mz. Treer,—I request you to attend to and
relieve George Foster, wife, and family, ill of
typhus fever, living in Rose-street, Woolton.

J. ArMirace Pzagson, Surgeon.

Monday morning, July 26.

(No. 2.)

Dear S1z,—Some person whom I did not see
brought a paper from Dr. Pearson this morning,
from which it would seem that G. Foster's
family are in want of something, though persons
‘who possess ponies, carts, &c., cannot be deemed
paupers. I gave them 15s. last week on account
of the carting, and if T had had a bil}, or been satis-
ﬁegl that the amount was correct, I would have
paid the whole (as they say) for nine loads,
£1. 2s. 6d. I will thank you, however, to give
them (see paper) 7s. 6d. on my account, which I
will repay you on Wednesday, and, if over paid,
they must cart it out. There was no occasion to
have sent to me, 8, ifrelief was required urgently,
that could be given at once.

Requssting your kind attention, I am yours

respectf Tuomas Tyuexn.
l%:Ruai:ton, Prescot, July 26.

(Nos. 3 and 4.)
‘¢ Aug. 4.

+¢ Mr, Tyrer, I will thank you for 4s. expended

b/ ‘::e. 2:;:. :?G.eorgeo dFonter, for n}ea).:.n 2. 2d.;
, . of rice, 10d,; carting John Cain to

'oékhomt;e 13;11—045;;

- Cannot wed ; no proper person for re-

lief—J. H. Proper pe

The father took his own son, and not ina
cart.—J. H.

[With reference to this communication we
have received from Mr. Pearson, who has been
in town on the business of the Convention, the
following documents] :—

‘Woolton-grove, July 27, 1847.

DBaz Sig,—I have the satisfaction to hand to
you copies of letters addressed to the Board of
Guardians of the Prescot Union, and posted this
day to the chairman ; and to aasure you of the
cerdial manner in which all the parties ed
therein, as signing the document, united to

render you this tribute of justice, and of their
thanks for your valuable exertions.
I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully,
. 8. Woobns, Jun.
J. A. Pearson, Esq., Woolton.

Much Woolton, July 26, 1847.

GexTLEMEN, — The unhealthy and crowded
state of certain tencments in this village, the
accumulations of filth, and the want of drainage
and ventilation, werc brought some months
since  under the notico or inspection of the un-
dersigned overseers and ratepayers of the town-
ship. The danger of contagious fever was but
too obvious, and to avert it, in April last we
called upon Mr, Pearson and other of the
medical gentlemen in this place, to take the
measures needful to put in force the act of Par-
liament for the suppression of nuisances, &c.
Mr. Pearson and Mr. Rigge accordingly signed
the required certificate ; it was delivered to Mr.
Rushton, our guardian, and by him to the board
of guardians in person. No minute of your

roceedings consequent thercupon was sent to

r, Pearson, and no notice was taken of i, be-
yond a verbal and undcfined message through
the relieving officer, instead of furnishing any
proper instructions which might be required—a
course which appeared to us uncourtevus and
neglectful of the interests of this portion of the
union : for policy alonc would have suggested a
ready compliance with our wishes, and thus
might the spreading infection have been stayed,
which has since sent so many fever patients to
your workhouse. Two months passed on; the
evils multiplied, and, conjointly with Mr. Pearson,
we appealed to the bench of magistrates on the
6th instant. This led to the strong remanstrance
of the bench against the apathy of your board,
under which you felt aggrieved, and you sum-
moned Mr. Pearson before you to pass on him a
vote of censure.

‘We have now obtained some redress through
the strenuous exertions of that gentleman, which
have throughout been rendered at our request
and with our sanction. If, therefore, censure be
deserved, we ought to bear it and onr purpose
in addressing you is ; as emphatically to protest
against the vote of censure you have passed upon
hum, as to assure him of the high opinion we, in
common with a large and influen:ial body of our
ratepeyers, entertain of his services and spirited
conduct in this matter —We are, gentlemen,
your most obedient servants,

2 Lo
Robert Leicester, M.A., Woolton Parsonage,
Samuel J. Phillips, Woolton Priory.
8. Woods, jun., overseer, Woolton-grove.
Edward Gibbon, jun., overseer, Woolton-hill.
J. Crosthwaite, churchwarden, Woolton-hill,
W. Lassell, Woolton-hill.,
Heanry Ashton, Woolton-wood.
John Lewes Phipps, Doe-park,
Robert Gill, Knotty-cross, Much Woolton,
To the Chairman and Board of Guardians of the
Prescot Union.

(cory.)
‘Woolton-grove, July 26, 1847.
S1r,—At the request of the subscribers to the
enclosed letter I hand it to you, as chairman of
the board of guardians, that you may lay it be-
fore the board at their next meeting, on Thurs-
day, the 29th instant.
I am, 8ir, your most obedient servant,
8. Woops, Jun,
— Fyles, Esq., Windle, near St. Helen’s,

(copy.

At a meeting of the board of guardians, held
in the Town-hall, in Prescot, this 29th ddy of
July, 1847.

Present,—Mr. Fildes, in the chair,

Mr. Ackers, Mr. J. Johnson,
Mr. Barker, Mr. Glover,

Mr. Roscoe, Mr. Halsall,

Mr. E. Brown, Mr. Longton, )
Mr. Rushton, Mr, Geo. Birchall,
Mr. Roberts, Mzr. Lawrenson ;
Mr. Joha Birchail : ' )

a letter was duced by the chairman, and
read by the clerk, undelr’ythe hands of severnl
gentlemen in Much Woolton, remonstrating
against the proceedings of the board, with re-
gard to the Woolton nuisances. It was resolved
that the subject had been sufficiently discussed,
and should not be again opened.

Before the rising of the board, Mr. Roberts,
guardian for Little Woolton, handed in the °
underwritten protest, against the determination
come to by the board respecting the above-
recorded remonstrance, from the gentlemen of

Mych Woolton : —
¢ Presoot, Jaly 29, 1847.
“Pxar 8Sir,—Permit me most res y
to leave in your hands my protést against the
course pursued or adopted towards the memorial
or remonstrances of the inhabitants of Much
‘Woolton relative to nuisances, and addressed to
the chairman of the Prescot Union.
T remain, your obedient servant,
(3igned)  “R. L. Ropegrts.”
(cory.)
‘¢ Prescot, Aug. 5. 1847,
*S18,—By order of the board of ians, T
beg to send you on the other side copies of
minutes made at their meeting on Thursday last,
respecting the memorial forwarded by you,
* I am, Bir, your obediént servant,
(Signed)  “‘Jno. Heves,
Clerk to the Boapd,
¢ Mr, 8. Woods, overseer, &c.,
Much Woolton.”

I again distinctly state that the family of
George Foster was penniless, in great disgress
and actual want, and without a morsel of food of
anykind in the house ; that a public subscription
was made for the family by the nei W8 ——
ladies and gentlemen ; the day after I relioved
them with three shillings, and I procured a poor
‘womaa 10 wash their clothes, for which I paid

hor 8s.; and this I am to prove.
As to the annoyaace to omud gentie.
men, &e., I send you a copy of from thém

for my services.
I hawe since obtained the three shillings from
the ian, who states he has never beem

repaid.

‘i‘he daughter Catherine was sent twies to-
the workhouss, and the poor ropb made to
pay three shillings a week for her maintenance
whilst there; that reccipts were given to the
guardian for the three shilli and the one
shilling for carting the poor man remains un;
by anyone to me; that Thomas Tyrer tried to
extort this three shillings from the wife, byt X
requested her not to ;!ny it, and to say that I
tho whoie board of guardians to the iavestgaton

e w] of ians to the investi
of the truth—the truth of every word “lg:uvo
written; and I will appesl to the whole of
Woalton as to my veracity. 3o much for Thomas
Tyrer's statements,

I fearlesaly state that there is not » gentleman
in Woolton but will rejoice when the said re.
lieving officer is removed.

Joux Armitace PEARsoN.

WELLS UNION.

[To the Editor of the Medical Times.)
8ir,—Allow me a little of your valuable spacs
for the following remarks.

The meeting of union officers, so ably presided
over by Dr. Burton, on the 27th, Wwas an ex-
tremely satisfactory one; but, because it was so,
we must not relax in our exertions, and t.hmi
that the matter in question is settled. .

Doubtless the committee then appointed will
request from every union some statistical account
of medical relief. The Local Association of
Union Surgeons, to which I aet as secretary, will
meet next week, in order to consider and deter-
mine upon the best means for obtaining the re-
quisite information ; and I purposg submi 0
it, when met, a table (as under), to be filled upin
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each union by each medical officer, and sent to
me, for the use of the central committee.
Thinking that our examdple, if known, would
be followed elsewhere, and thereby the labour of
the committee lessened, while our cause would
be advanced, I am induced to make our proposed
plan public through your means. I have filled
up the enclosed table, ezempli gratid, with returns
my own uniox. )

To show the interest excited in this part of the
world, I may add that our Local Association of
Union Surgeons now numbers forty members,
resident in fifteen unions—with two exceptions,
all in Somersetshire,

Yours faithfully,
Heney W. Liverr,

‘Wells, Somerset, Nov. 2.

WELLS UNION.
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"LETTER FROM A DOGIOR'S BOY.
" [To'ths Editox of the Medieal Times.]

Hoxognzn iz, Although I am but a doctor’s |

bay, yet am 18 constamt reader of your delight-
ful p&m - Yei:see; 8ir, megter takes in your
valuah Modidllmy&wedt,' and while he and
the ¢ apewp at:disner 1 have an oppor-
tunity, of segding it. Wiour teaders for the last
few weeks bapk have filled iné!with almitation.
I can plainly ae;; Siv, that: you ate the poci-law:
dmm’,bq:pmw :::e ] uem ng q;:
usmoss, t@ § , tion,, und et 1
more money fortheir labour. ‘It is your great
benevglence $awards thiemy that has encouraged
me to writgyats thisietser, which, i85t meet with
yous: appredwtidn, I ¥honld:like to’ sec'inserted
in an eaply mumber of the Timss for the good of
myself. and. shes of oy nuwdrolis: Hretiren who
carryoutphysios I feel certhin that a few words
fromyyou would.greatlymid ‘our cause, and gain
us an,;inexease:ef ;pay. .| I assure you, Sir, our
wages axe Nexy dow;, ant that we have1e work a
great. maayhous . £ir :otr-momey.. - We have to
%: o8 physio 48 allkoury; and in all weathers.
InS'.i’Aytxd::ﬁr{Mn‘)g;;ﬁd ‘¥ had been
my B ut wpshop,: L was walking to-
wardg hamgy wery: compesédly, when, who shiuld
1 meaqt, hut.a professional brother walkfnf slowly
along with his: basket 'on his arm ; so says to
) ‘* Squirls '—({youeee; Sir, we always greet
h other by. thas. title)~* Squirts,” says I,
*where areyou going.to at unseasonable
hour of the.night " . With-that he b telting
me a.lon, m,nbouchisodlyhﬂng . 8 week,
and ﬂ}‘tiﬁ bed then:a :good' deal of medicine to
take out, before ke would be atiowed to go home.
I advised him to walk fast and to count his steps,
b{ which means: he ‘woitld keep his head em-
}) oyed as well as. his feet, a.ndyso make sthe
ourgey. .agpear . muth sharter; You: see, Sir,
what a,usqfyl class of  beings: we are, and yet
ho, _We are imposed upon.
Shoyld. you-consider this:lotter worthy & place
!P!l!’,g pable oo you would bethe means
f greatly improving.our social position, and also
of getting us an incrdase of wages from our hard.
hearted masteyy,—With great respect, I sub-
scribe. myself, Sir, your very. humble servant,
(RN RD-WORKED AND BADLY-PAID
Ciwt .o, . . Docron’s Boy.
[T TePN A Fr 4

CHEORIDE OF LIME AND PHTHISIS.

in
o

E° the Editor of the Medieal Times.]
. 8!3,— *The Cyclopeedia of Practical Medi-
gine” Dr, A, T. Thompson states, that chlorine

is prophylactic and curative of phthisis, and ex-
emplifies this statement by its effects on the
labourers employed in the manufacture of chlo-
ride of lime at St. Rollox chemical works, at
Glasgow ; and by the assertion that consumptive
invalids take lodgings in the immediate vicinity
of those works, for the supposed benefit derived
from the'surrounding atmosphere being impreg-
nated with chlorine. That a physician of Dr.
Thom.pson’s pretensions should give an opinion
80 contrary to what reason and analogy lead us
to expect is surprising, and inclines me to suspect
that he is more distinguished for verbose. com-
pilation than sound juggment.

The labourers employed in the manufacture of
the chloride of lime are necessitated to fasten
several thick folds of cloth over their mouths
and nostrils, in order to prevent present suffoca-
tion; and when they are disengaged from work,
those robust Highlanders and Irishmen are re-
duced to such a state of debility as to reach
their dwellings with difficulty, and to be com-
f;lﬂled to throw their exhausted budies on bed.

ammation of the mucous membrane of the
bronchi, trachea, larynx, nasal fosse, and cyes,
affects them to a'considerable degree almost habi-
tually ; and after a greater exposure to the gas
than usual, which is a frequent occurrence, the
inflammation is esreatly increased, and some-
times requires medical treatment to abate it; the
conjunctiva i8 then occasionally so much in-
flamed as to blind the workmen' for a time, so
that they require to be led home, The gas is
diffused through the whole of the works to &o
an extent as to render it almost impossible

or & man whose lungs arc at all disecased to
work in any part of them, The gases occasion-
ally issue from the work—notwithstanding the
chimney, famed for its height, which was built a
few years ago, and which is already cracked, and
threatens the neighbouring inhabitants with de-
struction—to 80 great an extent as to darken the
air, and to excite cough in any one who may
chance to pass, however healthy the lungs may
be. From the constant inhalativn of the gas,
gl;thisis and other pulmonary diseases occur
quently  among the workmen, who are also
exposed to the greatest viciesitudes of tempera-
ture; when engaged at work the swest trickles
from every Y)ore—their shoes are filled with per-
spiration, During the intervals of labour and
their return home, they are necessarily sub-
jected to the inclemency of the weather.” Who
could think that men constantly subjected to
those two powerful exciting causes of phthisis
are unuauafloﬁiexempt from it?

A robust Highlander, after a short residence

——

in Glasgow, was employed as a labourer in the
works; in a few months he was seized with
elight cough, which increased, was attended
with slight perspiration through the night, and
debility, which soon rendered him unable to
work, Inthe hope of benefit, he returned to
the place of his nativity, but no melioration fol-
lowed. ‘¢ Haeret laters lethalis arundo,” the fatal
shaft had ** found his manly breast, .
A boy, from the province of Connaught, in
Ireland, was taken by his phrents from a manu-
factory where he enjoyed health and vigour. He '
went to work at the branch of the works situated
atDalmuir, onthe western bank of the river Clyde,
a few miles distant from Glasgow. He was shortly
afterwards attacked with symptoms of phthisis
ulmonalis, for which he was soon dismissed’
m the work. The boy, as well as his parents,
correctly attributed the &isew; to the baneful
influence of the gaseous inhalation, The disease
ran its usual course. ¢ Caetera de genere hoc
(adeo sunt multa} loguarem delassare valent
fabium,” N
With reg:.rhd to Prol:esg,tgt 'Thomyso::kse inheg
statecment—that coné iye pexsons -
ings in the immedia‘:\??ngyfg&cwl}ood odeSgt.
Rollox chemical warks, on gccount of a popular
opinion of the beneficial effect of the air there—
though such ‘an’ opinion could. not be popular
without being heard by me, yet.I bave neither
heard it myself nor known_pny onie who has,
I never knew any invalid lodge in the vicinity of
those works for the sake of the pir; I bave in-
quired of the. oldeést of tire’ 'wotkmen who have
resided in that Taxter mapy years, and they
never knew nor heard of one’taking lodgings
there with that intention. On the contrary, it
is notorious that'the uni¢etbiliopinion of the un-

wholesomeness of the here, polluted by
the emanations from 'thuse'works; kinders villas
from being builtin the 1 -vural district,

and has dintinished the valwe iof  thuse few for-

y - i
there ex for :ﬁo‘vwﬁeﬁ‘m smployed in':
the fmm round about; Ilabourers them- -
selves consider the part of-the 'works devoted to::
the manufaoture of the ¢hloride of lime to be the'
most unhedishy ; their opinivu: coinciding with
my own; thatall the deparéments. of Ht. Rollox
chemical works ‘destroy pre: those em-
ployed im them ;iand thist mone of them shall
arnve at the senile-euthanasia, ‘

The above observagzioms; which are deduced
from personal experiguce, wnfottered by bias to
theory or private interess, decidetliose important

oints in patho ind_ therspeutics, and may-
ave a beneficial influenco oivmeny vf'the human
1ace. : R
Glasgow, Oet. 19, )
- ol o

IaTROS.

CHOLERBA..
To the Editor of the Medical Times.)

St,—In your remarks on ‘‘ Asiatic cholera”
in the last number of the Titmes, you observe
that, in its invasion of a locality, its procedure.
resembles that of the plague, “ rapidly increasing
its virulence till it reaches its acme, and then de-
clining.” M{acquaintance with plaguc is too
limited to authorize me to venture an opinion as
to the correctness of the statement of its law of
intensity implied in the above passage; but of
cholera 1 have scen enough to justify me in as-
serting that it is ever most fatal on its first
appearance, and gradually assumes a milder cha-
racter till, at length, the constitutional dis-
turbances caused by the morbific agerfc{ (be that
what it may) are not to be distinguished from
ordinery d ceus, colics, and general malaise.

The number of seizrures undoubtedly do con»
tinue to increase for some time—it may be days
or weeks—reach their maximum, and t en dimi-
nish ; but the per centage of fatal cases is, I be-
lieve, always greatest during the earlier period of
the epidemic. At first, almost every patient
goes out ; ere long, the disease assumes a mi]dgr
and more tractable form; and afterwards the ratio
of recoveries continues to increase till, as I have
said, the epidemic fairly wears itself out. Me-«
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dical officers who are anxious to establish a
cholera reputation avail themselves of this well-
known law to exhibit in their returns a marvel-
Jously successful result. They continue to admit
and register, as cholera cases, what their more
conscientious brother officers docket under the
less alarming titles of *aiarrheea,” *¢ colic,”
¢ hepatic cong:stion," &e. &c. But, wherevera
scrupulously honest register is kept, you will
find that the average mortality of the epidemic
during its eatire duration is one-third of the
cases admitted. Nor does this result appear to
be at all influenced by the treatment adopted, or
the climate of the country invaded by the disease.
Two recoveries to each fatal case is the ratio ob-
served in India: it is that which Persian
Aakeems tell us follows their practice; and it is
that which has obtained in the Russian army
of the Caucasus. When cholera assumes the
collapsed form, it is of course more fatal than
when accompanied by the more distressing, but
less dangerous, spasmodic symptoms, And it is
easy to see why it is eo.

en cholera last visited. Britain, it was, I
believe, in the spasmodi¢ form. The disease
which now threateps us will, I suspect, be the
ooll kiag, 'in which neither vomiting nor
purging are veyy. marked features, the patient
complaininig of little inconvenience save that re-
sulting from o' fiéyce and’ insgtiable thirst, but
becoming, from the first, cold and pulseless, and
r&dly inkigq. fu_spite .of all efforts to rouse

Y remain, Sir, Souss faithfully,
Ralg, Bin oo IR Lo,
Rdinburgh; Ot. 80~ 7"

THR ZATR-MEETING. .
e eeee
. We have barelyroom. in'the present. nnmber
fora vua brief jolt, to-the mw
Medical Officers; whiels book plaseon - ey
last, at the Hanovenaquere: Rooms. As far as
the proceediage-act eomn:g.-.i.tin dcumm
than necoesary to seftr to report w. we
give duv::u_n. It is sufficient -t0 say -that the
meeting i was »:highly sstisfastory one, most
in its charecher, and, constdering the
time of yesr, the prevalenps of sitkmess in many
parts of the conniry, sad the wide distances
which a very aumber of. those. interested
had to traverse, ome. attended
than could have bean ansicipated.. Satisfactory,
however, as wes thiy meeting, wequite agree n
the opinion, that » gingle mesting will not do the
work. That which hes juet beest held can only
be considered as beeaking thetway. The entire
subject must now be well sifted, and the ne-
cessary information in all its besnebes eollected
and digested. BStatistical facts and records such
as have been already furnished by Mr. Garlick,
of Halifax, and other , must be gene-
rally sought for and obtained from all parts of
the country. It will, however, de the duty of
the intelligent committes appointed at the meet-
ing to draw up insuructions adapted for the
attainment of the objects in view, and to suggest
to the profession that course of action best cal-
culated to bring the question to a successful
termination. We have no doubt they will soon
be in active operation, and earnestly do we hope
that a reward, commensurate with the exertions
which we feel assured they will bestow, may
speedily crown their efforts. —Provincial Medical
and Surgical Journal.

GOSSIP OF THE WEEK.

‘WaR-orrice, Oct. 29. —Hospital-Stafl: Assist,-
John Thomas Watson Bacot, from the 39th
Foot, to be Assist.- Surg. to the Forces.

NaAvAL APPOINTMENTS, — Surgeons : David
Lyall, to the Acheron ; James Patrick (actinﬁ ,
to the Nerbudda.—Assistant-Surgeons: Dr.
William Tasker, to the Bellerophon; W. M.
Ogilvie, to the San Josef; John Cotton and R.
P. Power, to the Vindictive; Thomas B. Forster
sad Christopher K. Ord, to the Victory,

~

] solution of ammonia, which he administered
the deceased under the direction of a medical.{ ¢

" Last week an inquest was held -b} Mr. W.

Payne and a jury of eighteen inhabitants of St.
Giles’s, Cripplegate, of whom Mr. Flowers, one of
thechurchwardens, was foreman, assembled at the
Fountain Hotel, Whitecross-street, to inquire
into the death of Mr. John Henry Deffell, aged
seventy years, lately residing at 38, Upper
Harley-street, and carrying on busincss as a
West India merchant in Billiter-court, City.—
John Richardson, assistant to Mr. Batley, che-
mist, of 32, Redcross-street, said, that about
half-past eleven o'clock on Thursday morning,
the deceased came into Mr, Batley’s shop, and
inquired how Mr. Batley was, and whether he
was at home? Witness replied, that he was in
the couanting-house. The deceased said, ““'Oh!
never mind; pray don't disturb him. I have
known Mr. Batley many ; my name is Dr.
Randall.”” He then said he wanted an ounce
of hydrocyanic acid, of Scheele's strength, re-
marking, that before witness gave it to him he
should wish to see the bottle, as the strength and

ualities of the acid varied so much, Witness,
eeling confident that the deceased was a medical
maen, reached down the bottle containing the
scid. The deceased asked witness to allow him
to smell it. Witness took out the stopper and
remarked that the deceased would find the acid
quite strong enough. At this moment the de-
ceased knocked the stopfpe.r out of witness's hand,
and, seizing the neck of the bottle, said he knew
well enough what hydrocyanic acid was. Wit-
ness struggled hard to get the bottle back, on
observing which the deceased gave it a sudden
jerk, and in so doing scattered the acid about hia
face and over witness's arm and clothes. The
deceased then left go of the bottle, and witness
said, * My good Sir, you have done for yourself.”
The deceased replied hurriedly, ‘I waated, I
wanted,”” and hastened out of theshop, Witness
sa.ve an alarm, and various persons were instantly

espatched in different directions to seek the de-
censed. In afew moments Mr. Batley’s porter
returned, having discovered him in a baker’s
shop, within a few paces distance. Witness im-
mugiately went there, taking with him some
to

gentleman, Witness could not say that the de-
ceased had not swallowed some few drops of the
acid, but he believed that the sprinkling over his
face and inhalation of the vapour by deceased
would alone have been sufficient to cause death.
The deceased was perfectly collected in his man-
ner while talking to witness in the first instance.
—Mr. Edw. Jolliffe accompanied the last witaess
to superintend the administration of the am-

monia, The deceased lived for ten minntes or { infl

a quarter of an hour, and from that circumstance
witness was of opinion that very little, if any,
acid had been taken internally. If there had
been, the deceased could not have lived so long.
—Elizabeth Barrett, shopwoman to Mrs. Hen-
derson, baker, of Redcross-street, deposed to the

fact of deceased having rushed into her mistress’s | 8

shop, On doing so he immediately seized s
chair and sat down. 8everal persons from Mr,
B:zl;y’- came sl;o;tly afterwards.-]-er. South-
wodd, surgeon, of Fore-street, to whose surgery
the deceased was removed from Mrs. Hendexson's
shop, said that on removing the contents of the
stomach by the stomach-pump a strong smell of
gmasic acid was perceptible. On analyzation,

owever, no poison could be detected, and wit-
ness was of ‘opinion that very little, if any, acid
had been swallowed by the deceased. Witness
had never heard of death resulting from the in-
halation of the vapour of prussic acid, but be-
lieved that it might do so under certain circum-
stances,—James Alder, butler in the service of
the deceased, said he last saw his master alive
on Thursday morning, at half-past nine o’clock.
He was then leaving Harley-street for the City,
and, as washis usual habit, he remarked, ¢ Alder,
I am going.”” 'Witness had noticed the deceased
to have been in a very nervous and agitated state
on several occasions lutely, but was not aware of
any cause for it.—Mr. William Charles Simms,

clerk in the service of the deceased, said he had | inf
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observed a vast difference in the deceased’s
manner during the past few weeks, and his an<
swers to business questions were such as fre-
quently to excite witness’s surprise. Witness
was not aware of anything having occurred cal-
culated to vex deceased’s mind. He knew that
deceascd had a large balance in his banker's
hands. The deceased was s man of very tem-.
perate and regular habits fenenll Of late he
had appeared completely bewildered while
transacting business in his office.—Mr. George
H. Deffell, son of the diseased, said his father
had been particularly sfilicted by the commercial
embarrassments and difficulties which had
vailed for some time past. On&tmdndm{ he
remarked to witneas that it was dreadful to think
of the'state of affairs, The falldres which had
oecurred among the deceased’s frignds and neigh-
bours distressed him very much, and he himself,
of course, suffered from the f:nenl

which had taken place in colonial On
Wednesday last witness particulas] (
that he was very much changed in his miaydier,
his strength appearing to have failed him 5‘1;
together.—There being ne other evidenca,
coroner summed up, remarking on the melan-
choly nature of the case; and the jury, having
consulted for & few moments, retutned a verdios
of *‘Temporary insanity,"”

Faver 1x Epixsvrcit.—-The fever is atill
keeping ahead of all efforts to check it. The
mm& bafore band o udp.'do':d of the
are en before in an(
death or convalescence of the occupants. Sur-
ﬁeon-qwo is full. ‘The Industrial School will

old one hundred and twenty petients ; it iv éx-

to be fullin a short time. The Cit

sve seventy-four -pasients at their own {mna,

and the cry of the afisials is still for more room.

et Tt b o kil 2 sonfecrare

i ut it.is net di t to ture the
dismal truth. Still the

no may can predict o tadmﬁ::‘::

uce.

]

they must be hopeless of the "
mz{ou them, - Any-of these
sufficiently deplom It is &

whether the igaorance, or the a , or the
distrust be the moset :.mm'rhiympm
urely they must soon learn to foel the blush of
shame, when Southwood Bmith and other men
not personally exposed to thuir eondition, stand
alone and unaided by them in thelr efforts to
e 1 intellio Ws?m ey o
and intelligent w)
uuﬂ'ex’have tongulg::o tell what &qm and

that, too, with irresistible eloquence; y
should they always speak through those’ who
have no personsl i of thelr ecircum.
stances? Now that is raging among them,
how impressive would be their appeal to the
Legislature! There sre men umong ' them who
could draw up an i bester” réport of the
deteriorating influg “by: which are sur-
rounded than co! of a

measures and the increaee of their
The Lord Provost might find individuals am
them most serviceable in revising his own bi
and supplying him with suggestions and with
ormation,
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Tue EmieRaxT Frver 18 Canapa. —The
estilence appears to be gradually subsiding.
E’he Montreal Filot of the 15th of October says,
“The health of this city remains much in the
same state as it did several weeks ago. There
are some cases of typhus feveramong our citizens,
but at the emigrant sheds the daily number of
deaths is gradually decreasing, if the reports are
to be relied on. The Right Rev. Dr. Power,
Bishop of Toronto, died at the Palace in Toronto
on the 1st instant, ‘The disease to which his
lordship fell a victim was typhus fever, con-
tracted in the faithful and assiduvus performance
of his ministerial duties at the Emigrant Hospital.
His funeral took place on the 5th, and was at-
tended by an immense concourse, not only of his
own , but of those professing other crecds,
who came to pay their last tribute of respect to
the esteemed and revered prelate, whose loss is
univereally deplored. The funeral train, it is
said, extended mere than halfa mile. T'wo more
minfaters of the Church of England—the Rev,
Mr, Morris and the Rev. Mr. Anderson— have
fallen victims to the emigrant fever, contracted
during their ministrations at Grosse Ysle. It will
be observed that the number of vessels arrived at
Quebec to the 12th inst. falls short of those last
ycar by 266, and not more than 100 are expected,
which will make the deficiency for the whole
year even more than thait nuniber. At the port
of Montreal there is an increase to the same
Eeri.od in favour of this year of 33 vessels and
417 tons. The number of emigrants arrived at
Quebec up to Saturday last was 91,892, being an
inerease of 60,889 over the corresponding period
of last year.”

Fever anp Prysicians,—The Edinburgh po-

Hce surgeon and one of the infirmary physicians
have both been scizad with typhus. ~ Such is the
ovetstocking of the medical profession, and the
eagerness for position, that the duties of the
latter office are performed gratuitously. Matters
are certainly come to a strange pass, when we
find gentlemen, at the end of an expensive and
laborious education, daily ministering in pest-
. houses, where the chances of infection are a

hundred to one, and all for nothing. In the
military profession, the risk would not be much
greater, whilc at the very least a drum-boy’s pay
would be certain. If physicians werc true to
themselves, such anomalies could not exist.—
Daily News.

THE SaNITARY StATE OF WESTMINSTER.—A
meeting was held at the Carpenters’ Arms
Tavern, Pimlico, for the purpose of considering
the frightful state of the streets adjacent to
Buckingham Palace, in consequence of the want
of every sort of sewerage or draining. Charles
Lushlngton, Esq., M.P,, took the chair amidst
Breat cheermg.—'i’he Secretary, Mr. Portwine,
sald that a memorial had been sent to the
commissioners of sewers, as to the frightful state
of disease to which the inhabitants of the dis-
tricts of William-street, Buckingham-street,
Catherine-street, and part of Palace-street, were
exposed by the putrid matter either lying in or
passing through those localities, calling the at-
tention of the commissioners to the astoundins
fact that nho sewer existed within two hundre
yards of the place, The memorial further called
the respectful notice of the court to the fact, and
prayed for their interference. To this the com-
missioners sent an answer by their clerk, that
the memorial should have their earliest attention :
an announcement that was received with cheers.
. i n, M.P., then addressed the
meeting : the delay that night had not been his,
for he was there punctually at eight o'clock, but
they had been waiting in hopes of the attendance
of Alderman Johnson, whose cdvice, from his
experience and great local knowledge, would
have been invaluable. For himsclf, he could
only say that all he had to offer ir: the cause they
had met to promote, to provide for the wants of
the poor in their infected dwellings, was but
6ood will in place of substantial information.—

n the motion of Captain Houghton, a memorial
wa:orgteed to be sent to the commissioners of
'Woods and Forests as grourid landlords.—A com-

mittee was appointed to carry out the objects of
the meeting, and after a vote of thanks to the
chairman the assembly broke up.

Neono Race EXEMPT FrRoM YELLOW FEVER.—
Dr. Nott says that he has seen yellow fever pre-
vail five times in Mobile, andhas attended several
hundred cases amongst the whites, but not a
well-marked one in a pure-blooded negro, and
not more than two or three in mulattoes; although
there was a great number of unacclimated ne-

oes and mulattoes in the district at the time.

he smallest mixture of African blood, even
though the subject be brought from a northerly
state, seems to be & potent antidote against this
morbid poison.

Yzerrow Fever v New Orreans.—Letters
from New Orleans inform us that the yellow
fever is still raging there, and the mortality is so
great that business is nearly suspended. We
trust that the appearance of cold weather will
entirely put a stop to this scourge,

There have been fresh aceounts of yellotv fover
in New Orleans. The first weck in ‘September,
out of 533 deaths, 427 were yellow fever; in the
g‘eceding week, out of 442 deaths, 311 were

ver. In the HOpital de la Charité, out of 446
invalids, 128 died. Several doctors have fallen
victims to this scourge.

Pracrice or Cuesists,—On Tuesday an in-
quest was held by Mr. Mills, at the Seymour
Arms, Seymour-street, Bryanstone-square, bK
adjournment, on the body of Emma FElizabet
‘Curner, aged two yvears, the child of a dairyman
in Adam-street West. ‘The case at first appeared
to be an ordinary death from scarlatina, which
way proved to be present in the house, some
other children of the same fumily being afflicted
with it ; but it assumed a new fzature in conse-

uence of the assertion of Mr. Moat, & surgeon in
the neighbourhood, that, on'a post-mortem exa-
mination, he had found a considerable portion of
morphia (the principle of opium) in the fluid
contents of the stomach. This, involving as it
did the character of a chemist named Squire,
who had prescribed a powder for the child, led
to the adjournment of the inquest, in order to
apply further chemical tests. Mr. Theophilus
Redwood, professor of chemistry to the Phar-
maceutical Society, analyzed the remainder of
the fluid found in the child’s stomach, and found
morphia present, but in such very minute por-
tions as scarcely to be distinguishable. ‘This
opinion led to a long discussion between the two
gentlemen, Mr. Redwood declaring that iodic
acid was a very uncertain test of the presence of
morphia if putrescence had commenced, while
Mr. Moat contended that poisoning by the means
of opium would, for a time, preserve the body
from decomposition, and thus enable a fair test
to be made by that acid. Amidst the difference
of chemical opinion, the jury retired for a con-
siderable period, and then returned a verdict,
‘¢ That the child was found dead, with certain in-
dications in the heart and brain, but whether
from the effects of morphia, or from natural
causes, there was not sufficient evidence before
the jurors to show,” accompanied with a strong
exgression of opinion by the jury of the danger
and illegality of the practice of chemists in
preseribing forailing persons withoutseeing them.

SeAmoss A8 A BANDAGE For FRACTURES,—
Cochino is a small island only a few miles distant
from the island of Chiloe. Near the shore the
moss is so thick that boats frequently stick so
fast in it as to require great exertion to get them
out. The poor inhabitants boil this seanoss and
eat it. Among the people of Chiloe it occupies
a most importent place in surgery. en a leg
or arm is broken, after being brought into a pro-
per position, a broad layer of the moss is bound
round the fractured limb. In drying, the slime
causes it to adhere to the skin, and thus it forms
a fast bandage which cannot be ruffied or shifted.
After the lapse of a few wecks, when the bones
have become firmly united, the bandage is
loosened by being bathed with tepid water, and
it is then easily removed. The Indians of Chiloe
were acquainted long before the French surgeons
with the use of the paste bandage.

PrArMacy 1x CHINA.—The Emperor of China
gave the following orders last M:{ :—1, Every
apothecary was to be provided with a diploma
signed by three cot:zsetent judges, members of
the Academy of Medicince.—2. Every apothe.
car{ must_have a supply of camphor and rhu-
barb.—3. Salts, calomel, laudanum, arsenic, and
all such drugs must not be sold without a pre-
scription from a physician or an order from a
magistrate.—4. Every apothecary ought to have
a sufficient quantity of qinsen g-root, and to watch
the growth of this plant, which is so muc¢h
esteemed by the Chinese.

ADVANCE or THE CHOLERA WESTWARD.—A
letter from Kiel (Holstein) of the 28rd ult. an-
nounces the death of a peasant named Hingst,
aged thirty, residing at the village of Warnau,
near , from a severe attack of virulent
Asiatic cholera. Nature yielded to the contest
after thirty hours of the most excruciating agony.

The Augsburg Gazette informs us that during
last month the smallpox raged fearfully at La
Ville de Foix, in Aridze. An apothecary has
arrived there from Augsburg to restore vaccina-
tion, finding in the precinct of Foix, on the udder
of a cow, the cowpox discovered Ly Jenner.
Also, in the commencement of the same month,
there has been a great maladyin Roanne, among
children; by the registry the average was, that
out of seventeen deaths thirteen were children
under eleven years of age.

ArornecAries’ Harr.—Gentléemen admitted
members on Oct. 28: Mallalieu Taylor, John
Beach, and Charles Wise Hollis.

M. le Docteur Richard des Brus has been re-
elected deputy by the College of Puy.

A school for pharmacy is to be established at
Algiers. The intention of this is the instruction
of those whose means are very limited.

OsrTUARY.—On Aug. 5, at sea, on board the
steamer Cambria, from Halifax for Liverpool,
aged about 60, Daniel King, Eaq., M.D., Deputy
Inspector of Hospitals, late of her Majesty’s ship
Vindictive.—On the 19th uit., of typhus fever,
in the county of Tipperary, Valentine Flood,
M.D., formerly of Blessington-street, Dublin.—
Oct. 7, at Cashel, aged 36, of fever, Dr. C.
Minchin,

MORTALITY TABLE.
For the Week ending Saturday, Oct, 30, 1847,

Average of
Causes of Death. Total. b
Summers.
ALL CAUBES........| 945 1046
SPECIPIRD CAUSES...| 943 1039
Zymotic (or Bpidemic, En-
demic, and Contagious)
Diseases .ooooevennan..| 276 211
SPORADIC DISEABES.
Dropsy, Cancer, and other
Diseases of uncertain or
variable Seat ...........] 90 104
Diseases of the Bruin, 8pinal
Marrow, Nerves, and
Benses.eeeenceceranans| 183 167
Diseases of the Lungs, and
of the other Organs of
Respiration ...........| 243 333
Diseases of the Heart and
Blood-vessels...........| 27 34
Diseases of the Stomach,
Liver, and other organs
of Digestion ...........| 79 74
Diseases of the Kidneys, &c.| 11 9
Childbirth, Diseases of the
Uterus, &c. 13 14
Rheumatism, Diseases of]
the Bones, Joints, &c. ...| 12 7
Diseases of the Skin, Cellu-
lar Tissue, &c. cocveane 4 2
Old Age.vocveecncnans.| 36 85
Violence, Privation, Cold,
and Intemperance........sf 19 29
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A COURSE

OF
LECTURES ON SURGERY.

BY
SAMUEL COOPER, Esa., F.R.S,,

Professor of Surgery to University College, London;
Consulting Sargeon to London Univezsity s:up'lw, &e.

Lecruvre XVII.

GeNTLEMEN,—A few remarks will conclude
the subject of erysipelas, which was left un-
finished in the last lecture. Diffuse inflam-
mation of the cellular tissue differs from phleg-
monous erysipelas in the temperature of the part
affected and the absence of heat, the skin, in
fact, being colder than natural. It agrees with
that form of inflammation in its tendency to
suppurate : sometimes this process takes place
without any redness ; and fn cases where the
skin is inflamed such inflammation is secondary.
It frequently follows the bites of venomous
reptiles, as the rattlesnake; and from the cuts
and pricks of dissection, and often arises from
fever. It is extensive in its character, often
occupyindg the cellular membrane of an entire
limb, and sometimes shifts from one side of the
body to the other. In the treatment of this
disease, which is common, your plan must have
reference to the exciting cause ; thus, in diffuse
inflammation of the texture, arising from the
bites of venomous reptiles, it will be necessary to
employ constitutional remedies, not called for in
other cases. Where depletion is resorted to
venesection must be avoided, and leeches an
cold lotions are the best applications in the early
stage, and fomentations dfterwards. Where
abscesses have formed, you must make early
and free incisions—a rule which I should say
applies also to phlegmonous erysipelas ; matter
should never be allowed to accurhulate, Blisters,
as promoting an abundant discharge of serum,
are valuable; and the rule given above will teach
you to make an early opening.

TEdematous erysipelas is the last form of that
class of diseases that I shall have to notice; it
occurs chiefly in persons disﬁosed to cedema, and
attacks those parts most abounding in cellular
tissue : thus, the scrotum, the labla pudendi,
and the legs of dropsical persons, are frequently
its seat; it causes a greataccumulation of serum.
“The skin and subcutaneous cellular tissue swell
wety gradually, and wants that firmness to the
touch which belongs to phlegmonous erysipelas.
“When you put your finger on the smooth and
shining skin, it pits, and the hollow thus made
is slowly effaced. The colour of the skin is
gene'mll{ia pale red with a yellowish tinge, and
there is little heat or pain. severe cases the
integuments slough, the pulse is quick and irre-
gular, typhoid symptoms are presented with
womiting and delirium, ending in death, The
state of the constitution in thi§ disease forbids
any loss of blood; aperient and tonic medicines

caye advantageous; and the part should be
fomented with a decoction of chamomile flowers,

to which may be added a proportion of cam-
phorated spirit. If suppuration render an open-
ing necessary, it must be accomplished by
making sm: unctures, which should be done
with a very ely;}:ointed lancet. Incisions
must be avoided: they expose the patient to
great risk of gangrene.
We proceed now to consider ulcers, and the
process by which they are produced. They are
a class of sores met with in our hospitals, per-
haﬁa, more frequently than any other, Care
will be necessary in treating of them, on account
of the great vatietgémmceraﬁon is a process in
which the absor! vessels seem more pro-
minently concerned than the arteries. John
Hunter uses the terms ulceration and uicerative
absorption synonymously ; and, in his philoso-
phical way of looking at things, he regarded it
as a process established to supercede the neces-
sity of sloughing in the diseased part. He
divided absorption into two kinds—interstitial ab-
sorption, by which the bulk of a part is diminished
the removal of the tissue in the interstices

of parts which themselves remain entire; and
ulcerative absorption, by which a chasm is formed,
and not only loss of substance takes place, but a
solution of continuity. Although much atten-
tion has been paid to the subject, as yet no
satisfactory theory of ulceration has been arrived
at. Itis observed that when a partis about to
ulcerate its vascularity is increased, while the
lymphatics appear to be unchanged. In some
experiments, instituted for the purpose of proving
e increasing vascularity of ulcerating parts, an
injection was made into the veins where ulcera-
tion was gd':ﬂ,m' which showed a great in-
crease of circulation in the veins and arteries.
Another similar case was taken, and the lympha-
tics were injected, and upon this occasion no
change was observable in the action of the ab-
sorbents, Anotherthgoint affecting the Hun-
terian doctrine is :—If all ulceration con-
sists in absorption, then every person who has a
chancre must have constitutional affection from
that chancre; whereas it ia known that many
have chancres and are without secondary symp-
toms ; and where there is a bubo, it is not in the
early stage of the disease, nor till granulations
have formed somewhere. There may be ulcera-
tion over two-thirds of the body, and in the
other parts granulation may be going on ; and not
till these last take place will a bubo be found.

As Mr, Key says, if ulceration were a process of

absorption, the bubo ought to form in the carly
stage of the disease. Some have conceived that
the veins are alone concerned in this process ;
but this theory is liable to the same objection as
is applicable to the one which ascribes all to the
exclusive action of the absorbents,

‘Whatever may be the agents of absorption on
this occasion, whether lymphatics or veins, or
both, we may say with John Hunter, that not
only must the agents of absorption be stimulated,
but the tissue about to be absorbed must be put
into a state to yield to their operation,

An ulcer may be defined to be a chasm pro-
duced in some part of the body on one of its ex-

———

ternal or internal surfaces, and attended with
suppuration, or formation of matter. One ex-
ception appears to exist to this definition of an
ulcer, with respect to ulcers of the cornea, in
which we do not meet with the formation of
matter. Ulcers occur, as you already know, in
a great variety of forms, and they may also
arise from many causes: some are acute, and
others chronic ; some are very painful, an(_l others
have very little pain ; some are superficial, and
others are deep.

The textures most exposed to the attacks of
ulceration are those most highly organized : the
skin and mucous membrane are consequently
very liable; whereas those textures of the body
where there is s lower organization are far less
susceptible of ulceration, as the fibrous textures.
In the cartilage covering the synovial mem-
brane, it not unfrequently occurs, although the
organization is low ; but here, as in other similar
cases where it may sometimes occur, the parts
are passive; the synovial membrane, at the part
where it comes into contact, gets highly organ-
ized, and it is by this membrane that the car-
tilage is absorbed’; and, as Mr. Key says, where
ligaments ulcerate, they become highly organized
before fibres are removed. an ulcer is
about to form in a part, signs of inflammation
exhibit themselves there ; redness and swelling,
with a pricking or lancinating pain, are presen
especially if the ulcerative absorption is of the

uick kind. In many cases thereisa loosening of

e cuticle; a little vesicle is formed, and on its
bursting a breach is seen in the subjacent sur-
face ; sometimes several small excavations join
to form in large sores. Before granulation takes
place, the edges of the chasm are rough, sharp,
red, and often jagged. The colour of the ulcer
is dirty white, or nearly yellow, the surface pre-
senting an appearance of shreds upon it as if the
destroyed parts had not been completely re-
moved. thin discharge takes place, often
tinged with blood. While ulceration is extend-
ing itself, the margin of the skin adjoining is hot,
red, and painful ; but when the healing process
commences, this state ceases.

The progress and extent of ulceration vary ac-
cording to many circumstances, local and con-
stitutional, With respect to the causes of ulcers,
Andral refers them to acute and chronic inflam-
mations ; some morbid secretions, as pus; and a
bad state of constitution. Many specific diseases,
as scrofula and syphilis, show themselves in
ulcers. Then many ulcers follow diseases of the
bones and joints. From what has been stated
ﬁ:u will see that the classification of ulcers must

founded upon a division into constitutional
and local; but, in admitting this classification,
you must understand that many ulcers, constitu-
tional at first, arising from impaired health and
other like causes, before leaving become local in
their character: the state of health is improved,
and the disease confined to the particular locality
where the sore is situated ; and so again, on the
other hand, a local sore may, through changes in
the state of health, become constitutional ; no-
thing is more certain than that thestate of nlcers
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nature, should it be composed of substances

fluctuates with the changes in the constitution.
One day, on visiting your patient you find the

sore, red, florid, and granulations forming—
1n the night, fever or diarrheea comes on, or he
receives some unfavourable intelligence; you look
in next dsy, and the florid appearance is gone, the
matter is suppressed and altered in quality—it
has become thin, and perhaps tinged with blood.
From ‘these circumstances it is impossible to fix
definitely the character of an ulcer, except as it
Wu state at the time.. No two are

isely alike; and, indeed, as no two consti-
tutions are alike, this is not wonderful. Besides

this classification, you must remember that some

ulcers are called specific, as syphilis. In venereal
diseases the ulcers are first local, and afterwards
become constitutional. Scrofulous and scorbutic

ulcers are of course fic. You must have heard

the term, vicarious ulcers ; these are so called, be-
cause they happen in consequence of the suspen-
sion of some ormry periodical discharge, which
tll:;y in some sort supply, as the menstrual dis-
eharge.
take place at the ulcer instead of the
uterus. Some ulcers depend on gastric, some on
uterine, de ment, and some are connected
with a luco-phlegmatic or dropsical state of con-
stitution, which circumstances you will do well
to remark. It is:noticed that some ulcers have
a disposition to attack certain parts of the body:
thus, secondary venereal sores attack the throat ;
callous, chronic, or ndolent ulcers are found on
the lower extremities; the legs are often found
to have varicose veins—a condition of extreme
liability to inflammation of the skin, and to
ulceration. In the treatment of ulcers you must
endeavour to remove the exciting cause; this
of the subject you must already understand,
have had to

rom the many occasions on which.

refer to it. e disease may, for instance, de-
pend on the nce of bone, or some fo-
reign body, the removal of which is essential to

acure. Another point in the treatment is to
mly proper drmmmd.endeavo by suit-
e applications, to facilitate the hea?i:l;g ess.
‘You must also be careful to attend to whatever
is wrong in the general state of the constitution,
The patient may be ‘suffering from constipation,
or the gastric organs may bein a state,
or the uterine functions in their action.
No sores are more difficult to deal with than
than those originating in uterine derangement,
unless you attend to the exciting cause; which
being done by proper medicines, you can heal
the sore. I have seen many of these sores which
have been kept up by irregularities of the men-
strual discharge, which, when the usual means
of promoting the ordinary functions of the uterus
have been employed, have rapidly disappeared.
Again, you must take care to give the part
proper rest, and pay attention to the position, so
as to promote the return of blood. ulcers of
the lower extremities you m:I dput the patient in
bed, unlesssuch a course would on other grounds
be objectionable; a good supply of fresh air,
per diet, and attention to cleanliness, are
of first-rate importance. I have told you
the healthy ulcer, or simple ulcer, is
known by its appearance: the granulations are
firm, pointed, and concave; the colouris
red, and the sore discharges pus of a white
or yellowish colour, and ar thick, and not
too profuse. You ses the es of such a sore
covered with a delicate light blue or }mrple semi-
transparent film, on the outside of which you
observe a whitish ring, showing the presence
of the new cuticle ; these granulations are not
disposed to be too high, so as to be an impedi-
ment to cicatrization. If, however, they do after
a time become too luxuriant, you will check
them by means of dressing ing to circum-
stances. There is no constitutional disturbance,
but, as the appearance indicates, it is a health
one free from any disease except ulceration itself,
It is not a case requiring medicine, and the
should be of a simple kind; this is a
rule which has been observed here with great
success in 'ib-;sh uleers. Some, however, will
not keep in bod or in a stateof rest; either their

]

Thus, in women, the. discharge will

habit or temper leads them to move about, or,
ps, business allows them no choice; you
must then either fold bandages over the leg, or
employ straps of adhesive plaster so as to go
%uite round it, and to leave a few inches to spare.
y means of this bandage, the patient will find
he is able to put his foot to the ground and walk
about. By these means you support the veins,
and also prevent the texture from undergoing
that chan wltl,ich tga.kea motion ull) other re-
spects undesirable. Supposi ou have a pa-
tx*:;lct with healthy sores, anl:f e granulations
rise too high, you may reduce them by using the
zine lotion, or touch them with nitrate of silver,
and afterwards apply lint over the part touched ;
but, if you employ nitrate of silver or sul-
Pphate of copper, you inust remember not totouch
the transparent hiue film onthe edge. Noscientific
surgeon touches that film, though I have seen
some, generally young and jnexperienced per-
sons, touch that quite as freely as the other.
Also, if you apply lint, you should keep it from
the film, as it a tendency to adhere to the
film, and drag off a portion.

Then another form of ulcer is that called
indolent, quite a differentkind of ulcer from the
one we have been considering ; it is that which is
seen s0 much in hospitals in London, being most
common in the working classes. These take
place almost always in the lower extremities:
the granulations are large, pale, and flabby, and
the circolation sluggish. You find them very
much upon old subjects, and partic where
much poulticing has been practised. e dis-
charge is then fetid, and often blended with
coagulated albumen; the edges are thick and
callous, often surrounded by thick cellular
ti;sue; t!ae ‘:kin is o(;en ruaiised.up roundhthe
edges, and, by repeated poulticing, gets white,
thick, and ﬂazb , and to these the term callous
is applied ; these peculiarities you will-often find
in hospitals, in chronic sores of the legs. The
treatment of these is, as you might expect from
the description of their character : the strapping,
adhesive plaster, answers well in many of these
sores, to bring th&ikiainto a better ﬂ_sute H i; is
not n to take the strapping off every da
in eoma. Youwill o&ennﬂgnd it deaubl{
to use in addition stimulating local applications.
The red dressing was used very much once; the
yellow basilicon ointment, also, is used by many

Practitioners to promote the greater activity of

abeorption. You must not be too freein the use
of mercurial applications, or of belladonna. Sul-
phate of copper and sulphate of zinc you may use

1 lotion,
fe—

DUMAS ON ORGANIC CHEMISTRY,

No. XXXII.
(Continued from vol. xvi., p. 644.)

ON THE FABRICATION OF MANURES, INCLUDING
CORRECTIVE AND STIMULANT APPLICATIONS FOR
THE SOIL,

In the full acceptation of the word, we de-
signate by the name of manures, all the solid,
the liquid, and even the gaseous substances
which are capable of serving as aliments to
plants. Considered in this general point of
view, we may say that manures are very varied.
In fact, every substance containing one or more
of the elements which enter into the eonstitution

of the vegetable, and which is susceptible of

beinghassimﬂated to it in the act of vegetation,
whether wholly or in part, may be consideréd as
a8 manure. Sooner or later the plants, when
brought into contact with such matters, will
assimilate to themselves some of its elements,
that is to eay, the hydrogen, the oxygen, the
carbon, the nitrogen, the water of combination,
or even the different calcareous, earthy, or
metallic salts, which enter into the composition
of almost all plants.

A corrective, on the contrary, is a substance
of which the object is to ameliorate the physieal
constitution of the soil: to render ‘i);germeable,
where it is too compact; to give it , if it be
too light or sandy; lastly, to change in part its

which might prove hurtful to vegetation : hence,
we can understand that there may exist ‘a host
of matters capable of enjoying, at the same
time, the character of a carrective as well as that
of & manure.

Finally, we give the name of stimulants to those

solid or liquid substances which excite vegeta-
tion, whether by imparting more activity to the
manure, or“lzeltimuhhn' g the organs of the
vegetabie to

stitute it. Sometimes the stimulants are assimi-
lated wholly or in part by the plants ; but their
chief office is to render the manures more

upon the elements which con-

ially azotized manures. In

active, and
y devoid of these latter, stimu-

earths comple

lants ‘would -have no action “over vegetation;
they would impoverish the soil, unless care were
taken to repair its.strength by fresh azotized
matters, The aulgehaue of lime, lime, and chlo-
ride of sodium, w

n employed in suitable pro-
portions, are energetic stim ts.

Every substance which is capable of furnishing
one of the elements which enter into the com-
position of vegetables, may be considered,
rigorously , &8 & manure; but it is
chiefly those matters which can give to the plant
the nitrogen necessary to vegetation, the earthy
or alkaline hates, the alkalis themselves,
;irel ;jh:“ ts which the soil is incam;:leth;f

to it, thet merit more especi i
% ppint of view. Inyfut.

matters which can furnish carbon, hydrogen,

mdoxggen.mfound in abundance in nature,
and a Bupreme Intelligence administers them in
mitablepmmns, by mpeanj of the air or of
the water. whic{ u,'mﬁ to the agri-
culturist, and which he is offeq obliged to buy at
a great cost, oonsists of the azotized materi

which can alone furnish abundant cropd. Since
this grand truth has been discoveréd—since
modern chemistry has brought to’ light the
important character of nitrogen—we have seen
arise and ﬂ;unsh veritg:glq , tﬁmuﬁcm':lin of
manure, wherein, we agriculturist
turning to advantage those inipurities und refuse
matters which, formerly, were entirely lost, or
which even engendered causes of disease to the
inhabitants of our, towns. C

‘We shall djvide the nitrogenired manures into
two classess in the one we shall range all those
manures which are employed just as Nature
or adventitious circumstances present them to
us ; in the other, on the contrary, we shall place
those uotu:d;f manures whicllx n:d s wn:t;l’n
preparation before being employed—in one wo
those manures which are furnished to us by a
true process of manufactute, '

E liquid or solid asotized substance, which
is employed directly and without preparation,
whether 1t arise from the animal, the vegetable,
or the mineral kingdom, constitutes a natural
manure, Among the animal manures, we reckon
all the debris or refuse matters of the animal,
such as the blood, the flesh, and all waste matter
in a fresh condition. All these substances, in
their rough state, should be emplo imme-
diately ; otherwise they rapidly pu and give
rise to & tainted odour; they can, therefore, only
be made use of in the environs of large towns,
where they are found in great abundance. We
shall see, when we come to study the prepared
manures, the mode by which we may succeed in
preserving them for any length of time, and
whereby we may reduce them to & form which
will allow of their transportation to a distance,
at the same time that we render theif action even
more regular and lasting. ’

The herbaceous vegetables, buried in the soil,
present one of the most ﬁeguently-emplged
natural manures, especially in hot countries,
where, besides furnishing the necessary nitrogen,
they maintain a degree of moisture very favour-
able to vegetation. Without laudingl is prac-
tice, we may mention that, in the south of France
panh(:l in Iully, itis ;ge cusut:am to cnlﬁvmhrmm

ts, as lupins, beans, even maize,
2;?‘" of burying them in the green state, be-
fructification.  For cold and damp lands, it
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matters, as well as the urine, either pure or
diluted with water, are often employed without
any tion, and, in such case, we have
merely to spread them over the land which we
wish to fertilize, This plan yields very good
results, but it also presents serious inconve-
niences. In fact, the expense of transport being
considerable, we can only employ these manures
in the environs of towns, or at least at short dis-
tances from the habitations which produce them ;
and, as the oentres of tions alwa

furnish more is requi or the surround-
ing country, we lose a great of these matters
if we attem toempﬁ“ em in the natural
state. In form, , they have another
grave inconvenience, namely, that they commu-

cially where they can be procured without great
expense ; they contain, besides a certain amount
of nitrogen, s little sea salt, which undoubtedly
aids their fecundating properties. In Normandy
and Brittany, they have made use of these plants
from time immemorial; sometimes they at once
burledthem under the ground which it is in-
ten to fertilize; at other times they merely
spread them over its surface; while, lastly, they
occasionally mix their dedris with other kinds of
dung, or else stratify them with earth for the pur-
pose of reducing them into manure. This latter
Pproceeding evidently destroys a portion of their
efficacy, for the fermentation which is established
in the mass invariably sets free some asotized

m and, moreover, these marine ts are ¢
nicate to the plants a taste savouring strongly of

posed with such r:gidity in !
that any previous process of disaggregation may, | the oﬁﬁ:ﬂ' the manure. A further considera-
in the generality of cases, be dispensed with. | tion, w. we ought not to overlook, is the in-
The mineral kingdom likewise furnishes to the | jurious odour which these matters give out,
agriculturist some substances which may be re- | whether during their transport, or at the mo~
garded as natural manures, and which, con- | ment of their being over the field. The
sequently, contain a certain proportion of nitro- [ air becomes inf by them—a circumstance
; but, in general, they highly stimu. | which does not occur with the manures prepared

t and corrective . The red or black

according to the different methods that have

Pyrites, as those of g?wdy. in theform of ashes, | been invented to obviate these inconveniences.
are largely employed by the agriculturists of the
North, and may be considered as an example of
an energetic stimulant manure. This substance,
which also serves for the manufacture of cop-
peras and of the sulphate of alumina, is found
a great number of localities under the form of a
black powder, in which we often meet with
shells, the dedris of tables, and bituminous
f‘vmoo:l:din a more or les;“om poue .t;fs.hm
formed into a it o8 uelly
or ma; event&?ﬁn, and thus undergoes a pro-
cess of slow combustion. After fifteen dnﬁot
a month of this treatment, the ashes will have
ﬁebmgedinnstnnmdin colour; from

they will have become red, the iron having
passed to the state o:"peroxide.

According to MM. Girardin and Bibard de
Rouen, there exist in the environs of Forges-les-
Eaux, on the surface of the soil, layers of a black,
aluminous, ligneous pyrites, of greater or less
thickness, and which have long been worked for

of the oleaginous seeds or fruits-—sforimibg | the maaufacture of copperss. These pyritous
L is known by thename of oilcake—the sking | earths, after having been washed in some lee,
&c. &c., will produce analogous, and | are usually mixed with & fourth part of their
weisl;t of incinerated matter, and thus
employed throughout the greater of the
province ott;‘ Bray as ;l. Po sﬁmuh‘::
manure ; are snalogous to
black ashes of Picardy.

MM. Girardin and Bibard ﬂ‘ve the following
as the composition of this sul : 100 parts
of the ashes, after being subjected to the action
of the lee-wash, contain 24 parts of water. One
hundred parts of the dried ashes contain :—

Organic matter, or so-
Aumus

luble .. o 274
Matters soluble
’ : .z { Sulphate of the pro-
n » 453 toxide of iron : 1°79
peroxide

is better to employ these ts in the dry state.
Inthiaomwemzyadn:lt::oouﬂymgmot
the atalks of maize or of rye, damaged hay, &o.
The leaves of trees may also be thus employed ;
they contain, as numerous analyses have proved,
much mare nitrogen than the other parts of the
tree. Thereare many places, as the environs of
forests, where we might procure this manure at
bat little expense.

The herbaceous vegetsbles are not the only
ones which we use as manure, Sometimes we
employ for this purpose small shrubs or branches
of trees : the broom, furze, &c., come under this
class, W:enw&wi:hl:ntohmﬂ;eﬂ:inthe;nm
state, we bury the ches w
the ground. " They are applied inptgum wi:y‘ f:rp
the purpose of rendering vines more fruitful,
without injuring the ty of the grape. In
such case, tmu&mwofﬁnq,m"dyu
trench from two to three decsmétres in th,
and, after having filled it up with branches, cover
thmoml::ymmoftheurthmmedﬁom
::o Bt o ol ﬁ“m% tly their

ut very slowly, ently their
effects are maintune{l for a t mu:bet of
years, Belideuheq which they

a custom of collecting the fiecal matters in lns:
and deep cisterns, in close proximity to the fiel
which require manuring, Here they are left for
several months, and und a species of fer-
mentation which renders somewhat more
viscous. In this state they constitute what is
called FlemisA manurs, Frequently they add o
the matters contained in the cisterns some seéd-
cakes reduced to powder. The azotized sub-
stances contained in these cakes quickly become
themselves decomposed, and thus contribute to
the efficacy of the manure. The addition of
these solid matters has also another object. By
diminishing the fluidity of the soil, and ming
themselves strongly impregnated with all ijts
liquid particles, they prevent the latter from
[ ing with too great facility, and thus
long the fertilizing action of the manure,
never, however, extends beyond a year, action
at the furthest. :

A hectolitre of Flemish manure is equivalent
to about 250 kilogrammes of horse dung,

Let us hope that those countries, which are in
these respects less advanced, will take example
from Belgium and Flanders, where agriculture

g
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eircumstanoes, si
that this is the part of the
t abounds in ni ., Jer the same
husks of ‘fruits and of malt, as welt.as

1H
2

;

uently much more en?eﬁe. effeots, since,

a t their weigh:
ill preserve mt pﬂ.\? whole oft‘;:sm
baminous matters which constitute their

linseed, rapeseed, the arachis Aypogea,
madia sativa, &c. &c., contain ‘Wom five to eight
per cent. of nitrogen—an emormous quantity,
and which closely approximates to that of dried
Lastly, among the natural arising
y, among the na manures i
from the vegetabie kingdom, we must also rank
the aquatic plants derived from mn%gun,
from

<]

TELE
g!-
E
i
&
|

or the sea. The green herbs are

extracted from marshy grounds may be employed Sulphate of has made such rapid strides, and where such care

in their natural state for the fertilization of the Matters i ine sand . 3892 is taken to preserve those matters which can be

s0il : we have, in such case, merely to cover them | 1,31 > “P40" ) Insoluble Aumus " 4943 | rendered available to the cultivation of the soil,

over with the earth when ploughing. Sometimes 9647 * } Sulphuret of iron v ‘When thus enclosed in the earth and protected

they are not used until the process of fermenta- Peroxide of iron 672 | from contwt:it‘l: thili!‘: these ?ﬁm“wm less
exposed to the & es of the tempera-

ture ; ferment less, and consequently may
be prea;&fvyed for a long time without losing their
good qualities. . :

‘Where we wish to make use of the liquid ma-
nure, we draw a given quantity from the cistern ;
we dilute it with five or six times its weight of
water, 8o that its action be not too energetic, and
thus prove injurious to the plants; then we
aprinkgzoit over the field just after the sowing
has been finished, or upon the meadow lands
when these have been recently mown. Some-
times we pour a spoonful of Flemish manure, un-
diluted, at the foot of each plant—that is to ::e{f
where this plan can be adopted without too m
labour; but, in such case, we must be ca
not to touch the stems, which would be injured
thereby.

In the environs of Lille, the expense of & cask
of Flemish manure of 125 litres may be set down

100-00.
27’.[;113 nitrogeh in these nhe;whmu as high as
]2 cent.—a quantity which appears
iderable. M&. Boty ingault and P::Z
found in the ashes of Picardy but 0:65 per cent.
of this element,

The black ashes of Picardy act then, probably,
as a manure, by reason of the large proportion of
humus which t{cy contain, as evidenced by the
abovemd‘;l;and;-.mmnhn' mtl.l ot to“t.{xe
presence of salts, and more especi: e salts
of iron. There is also another netio{ which may
have some influence over the rapidity of vege-
tation, and that is, the heat maintained in the soil
by the slow combustion of the sulphuret of iron.

Some of the mixed manures may be employed
without any preparation ; these are chiefl
formed of the refuse matter of large towns, an
the excretions of certain anjmals, The facal

M It is therefore rendered at;.axh&l:
r agricultural purposes by saturating

acids b lime,or,bewagibypmvokingtpro-
cess of tation, which destroys these acids,
or which saturates them by the formation of
ammonis. In some localities they burn the turf
and the ashes over the surface of the
Seld; but we may at once understand that, by
this process we destroy the fertilizing part, that

getio stimulant constituted by the salts contained

n'tuh:euhu.
* Yhe marine plants, such as the fuci, the alge,
the cenferve, :L‘.nm much sought after, espe-
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at 1fr. 20c.—to wit, fr. 0°30 prime cost, 0:30 ex-
pense of transport, and 0'60 hand labour in
watering the ground.

The excrements of birds constitute a manure
much richer in nitrogen, and, consequently, even
more powerful than Flemish manure; they con-
tain, 1n fact, as much as eight or nine per cent.
of nitrogen. These form, without contradiction,
the richest of the mixed manures, as also theyare
the hottest and the most readily changeable, In
the departments of the North, where this manure
is very much valued, they make especial use of

igeons’ dung, which will fetch as much as
foot:. the load—a quantity, however, which is
capable of mmu.ﬂnciabout eighty ares (French
measure). This rich manure is especi em-
ployed in the cultivation of the , tobacco,

‘n% &c

e bave merely to cast our eyes over the ana-
lyses of Eu.no already cited, to convince ourselves
‘how rich are the excrements of birds in materials
useful for vegetation. They contain, in fact,
besides feathers and other animal matters acci-
dentallJ introduced, uric acid, ammonia, coagu-
lated albumen, and phosphate of lime.

In Flanders and some of our northern depart-
ments they carefully collect the dux;(gl of pigeons,
or colombine, as it is sometimes called. these
localities the pigeon-houses are numerous and
well stocked, and it is the custom to contract for
the dung in the proportion of 100fr. per annum
Jor every six or seven hundred pigeons. ‘With
this the manuring of a hectare (French
measure) costs from 125 to 200fr.

a 'I:he et:irimetl‘:ts of the ffmm& hn;e 1beend
na e name o ite, are held in
1::8 eetimatio’i than colombine.

In general we employ this species of manure
in t‘it.s 3atuxal s?tii' an Y withotgl n;ixin it m;ttxh
other dungs. It is used especi: for raising the
seeds of the cerealia in p::oixty and compact
grounds, where it is found to be of excellent ser-
yice. Moreover, we may apply it with great
success in the cultivation of the t{efoih by mixing
it with ashes. In Flandersit fs employed at the
yate of 2000 kilogrammes per hectare, for the
purpose of producing copious crops of flax.

e have already remarked that the manures
owe their eficacy in partto the urine with which
they are impregnated. In fact, we know that
this liquid is capable of furnishing, by the de-
pomposition of one of its principal elementa—
urea—a remarkable quantity of carbonate of am-~
monjs, a body which has been shown to be so
necessary to the act of vegetation.

But, inde; ently of the urine absorbed b
the dung, there will also be found a portion
which escapes, and which we may conceive is
capable of being turned to profitable account.
In Switzerland it is the custom to collect the
urine into cisterns, where it is allowed to remain
a certain time before irrigating the land with it.
In Belgium they ad?t a plan of absorbing it by
means of straw, and then adding the latter to
ordinary dung. It may even be mixed with
marl, clay, sand, or plaster.

That which is commercially known by the
name of urafe is a mixture in equal proportions
of plaster and of urine. It is reduced to a powder
after having been thoroughly dried, and it is
then carefully preserved from moisture. A ques-
tion here naturally presents itself to us, namely,
whether is it better to employ, as manure, the
fresh urine; or, ought we rather to prefer that
which has undergone a more or less advanced
degree of putrefaction? If, with the view of re-
solving this important question, we allow our-
selves to be guided by the 5enerally-ad0pted
practice, we should recommend the employment
ofput fied urine. But here, as in many other
cases, ‘ustom may lead us into error, for the
course of proceeding usually followed rests on
srinciples which have a rather uncertain foun-

ation,

‘We know, in fact, that the carbonate of am-
monia produced by the fermentation of urine
is a very volatile salt, and that thus the principle,
most active in exciting vegetation, is in great

art dissipated if the urine be preserved too long.

y | burgh during the last winter and summer

To give an idea of the injury which is done to
agricultyre by this false practice, we may here
state that each kil e of ammonia which
becomes evaporated is equivalent to a loss of
sixty kilogrammes of corn, and that with one
kilogramme of urine we may reproduce a kilo-
gramme of wheat. We should, then, in all
cases, fix the ammonia by adding to the urine
some gypsum or sulphate of iron, or else“b’y
:ri.n.kg.ug the land with these substances. e

us form a sulphate of ammonia, which is of a
more fixed character than the carbonate, and is
not less efficacious. Bome agriculturists, how-
ever, consider it preferable to employ the urine
in a fresh state, and suitably diluted with water
—a recommendation which we give with some
Teserve, .

A host of other substances analogous to the
excrements of birds may be advantageously
employed in agriculture, and without any
grevious preparation. The excrements of the

at, collected in the caves inhabited by these
animals, are among this class. 8o also with the
mixed manure &r:duced in sheepfolds or on
grazing lands; this is evidently a very simple
means of furnishing to the soil the manure which
is necessary to it, at the same time that we are
giving nourishment to the animals, and also
nvoidmtithe cost of transport and other losses
which these kinds of manure experience before
they are capable of being spread upon the land.

ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS.

——p—- —

ENERAL REMARKS ON ANOMALIES
OF THE VENOUS SYSTEM.—PART IL

By C.H. HALLETT,

tudinal sinus, followed its normal course, and,
becoming smaller and smaller as it approached
the internal occipital protuberance, terminated
onit in a eeecal extremity, which received the
straight sinus ata right angle. The telateral
sinus—that from which the superior longitudinal
ginus had diverged—pursued its normal course to
the foramen lacerum posterius ; but at the occi-
ital protuberance it curved downwards and
e continuous with another sinus, placed a
little on one side of the median !me,md,ol
being traced to the inner and posterior border of
the foramen magnum, was found to be formed
by the convergence and union of the two occipital
sinuses. is lateral sinus was invariably very
small, its calibre being to all a ance not
more than one third ot‘t.hatoftha%ppmte sinus.
The oooipital sinus on the same side as the em-
larged lateral sinus communicated with it in one
instance, but not in the other two, near the fora-
men lacerum posterius; its normal dimensions,
however, were preserved. The op.ﬁonu occipital
sinus was greatly emlarged in all, and opened
into the corresponding sinus st the foramen
lacerum posterius, where an umuual dilatation
existed. ﬂ. uence of this peculiar arrange-
ment, the occipital sinus and the lateral sinus
formed a complete venous circls, of nearly equal
dimensions throughout, which encircled one of
the cerebel-fossee of the occipital bone.

The only variation in this arangement of the
sinuses consigted in the egtenoe oi: communi-
oa branch pessing between the comman
mﬁ:kgof the oe%ipital sinuses and the straight
sinus, through the falx cerebelli, which thus gave
rise to a more free communication between the
sinuses of opposite sides of the cranium. This
was observed in one subject only. i

The remaining sinuses of the dura mater in-

variably presented alterations in their relative
Demonstrator of A y in the University of Edinburgh, | di: ons, corresponding in eome » to
—_— those found in the sinuses entering n y into

+Continued from p. 63.)

the formation of the torcular iterophili. The
superior and inferior petrosal sinuses on the side
nding to the small - lateral sinus were

much smaller than ordim.rf.,o;hhough they ter-

In a former number of the Medical Times I
gave a brief account of the general laws apper-
taining to irregularities of the venous system,
and attempted to reconcile, as far as

possible, the | minated in their usual p ; they were 80
contradiotory statements of the older anatomists | small that they would scarcely admit the stilette
rt;ppectin frequency in relation to those of | of a small blowpipe within them. The ]

e arterial i

system, by distinguishing between
those which could and those which could not be
compared with one another. In this number I
intend to describe briefly the more striking and
important anomalies which have been noticed in
the dissecting-room of the University of Edin-

sinuses on the opposite side were considerably
enlarged ; the lower, in consequence of a slight
displacement, appeared to receive directly the
transverse sinus, the cavernous, ud_t.he cirenlar
sinuses, all of which were greatly increased in
size. A curious ecircumstance connected with
this anomaly was, that the transverse sinus, m-
stead of running in the dura mater, was ﬁnqd
coursing obliquely under a bony arch formed in
the mﬁn process of the occipital bone : this is
occasionally seen in the normal stete, but not to
such an extent.

This anomaly necessarily gave rise to ano-
malous markings Ofofﬁ bon_ee::l g;a mlt. tp’
and more especiall e occipi me. -
pears to be moreyﬁ'eque'ntly found in females
than in males; and, in connection with this, I
might mention again that the deficiency and dis-
placement, which evidently cause the anomaly,
more frequently existed on the left than on the
right side of the cranium. A tendency to its
production may be observed in every t
in the divergence of the superior longit al
sinus from the medisn line, and consequent
greater size of one of the lateral sinuses—s cir-
cumstance which has been long known to ana-
tomists, and may be readily accounted for on
general prineiples of formation. . .

Congenital Defici of a Lateral Sinus (Hori-
zonial Portion of ).—This, which appears to be
an uent anomaly, is seemingly & modifica-
tion of the preceding. It was only observed
once, and in that instance the whole of the hori-
zontal ion of the leﬂhhte;ai}lsinut; was de-
ficient from the torcular herophili to the petrous
portion of the temporal bone. The perpendi-
cular portion was extremely small, and
to be a mere eo::ltinuationldownwardl of the left
s ior petrosal sinus. It was not larger than
:“gmoooequp&l, and had no connection wit;n the oc-

sessions. Some of these have been noticed and
recorded by others, but the greater number, I
believe, have not yet been formally brought
under the attention of anatomists, or considered
in ltihm general ::lations.
eginning with the irregularities presented b
the veins of the head and neck, I ghall firat dey-
scribe those of the sinuses of the dura mater,
which are more than usually interesting.
Congenital Deficiency of the Torcular Herophsk.

This was by no means an unfrequent anomaly
of the sinuses of the dura mater, it havi
observed thrice in ninety-three subjects, that is,
in the proportion of one to thirty. It consisted
essentially in the divergence of the superior
longitudinal sinus to one side, as it approached
the internal occipital protuberance, whereby the
lateral sinus on the side from which it diverged
and the occipital and straight sinuses had no
connection with it; and consequently the pos-
terior confluence of the sinuses, or, as it is cnﬁ: ,
the torcular iterophili, did not exist, the sinuses
normally entering into it having, in general, the
following abnormal arrangement :—The superior
longitudinal sinus, on approaching within an inch
of the internal occipiufp protuberance, suddenly
diverged from the median line, ran obliquely
downwards, forwards, and outwards, and became
continuous with, or rather opened into, one or
other of the lateral sinuses, most frequently the
right, near the commencement of the middle
third of its horizontal portion. The lateral sinus,
continuous with or receiving the superior longi--

" s.immmimm.. |
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aipital vein, the mastoid vein not existing, Near

the foramen posterius it received the
inferior petrosal sinus; and the left occipital
sinus, which was enlarged considerably, pursued
& nearly direct course from the torcular iterophili
to the foramen lacerum posterius, and appeared
in some measure like a lateral sinus dis; d
downwards. Such a displacement of the lateral
sinus has been described; but I am inclined to
believe that the so-called lateral sinus was nothing
mare than an enlarged occipital sinus, and that
the lateral sinus itself was gdy ar wholly de-
flcient. In consequence of the deficiency of the
horizontal partion of the lateral sinus, the outer
margin of the tentorium cerebelli did not hi-
furcate, but was single, and attached to a alightl
elevated ridge in the situation of the herizon
groove which normally receives the carresponding
portion of the lateral sinus.

Doudle Lateral Sinws on One Side.—This is a
very uncommon anomaly. Like the preceding,
1% appears to affect the horizantal portion of the
sinus only, the dicular portion in two in-
me‘ in which Iobs:rved the anomaly having

narmal. In those two ipstances it was
found to ariginate in the development of a hori-
santal fibrous septum, stretching across the sinus
from the point of division of the quter margin of
the tentarium cerebelli to the centye of the ﬁ i-
zontal groave of the accipital bane, where, in one
instance, a slight ridge existed. This septum
may be developed on either side of the granium,
‘m{_ although I have not yet seen it on both
sides in the same individual, it is more than pro-
mthut. it will be observ, 73 here«h«n-ih I often
an imperfect septum floating in the sinus,
and I balieve that it is representadsin the normal
atate by a slight projection inwards of the inner
mqhb?f the sinus, which projection almost in-
variably exists, especially at its anterior part.
Am}uqfﬁa?&mﬂ. Anterior, and Internal
Veina.

The external jugwlar vein is extremely liable to
variation in point of size and number. Indeed,
its variations are innumerable and seldom alike.
Being one of the veins ac to the internal

, a3 might have been expected, it was
und to vary in size with it; and, having a very
free anastomosis with the anterior jugular vein,
which is in some measure accessory to it, its size
generally bore an inverse ratio to that vein. It was
not an unfrequent thing to find the veins of op-
mte sides of the neck of different sizes, the left
ing, in general, smaller than the right; in fact,
was by far the most common irregularity of
the external jugular vein. ifferences in
size depended on the number and magnitude of
the branches it received, and particularly of that
from the temporo-maxillary vein.
It was accasionally found deficient on one side
only, and in one instance on both sides: in all
these cases the temporo-maxillary vein and the
facial vein united together, and the common
trunk formed by their union, after sending a
branch to the anterior jugular vein, dipped into
the anterior superior triangle of the neck, and
entered into the internal jugular vein, ogpoaite
to the thyroid cartilage. The branches and twigs
usuglly passing into it in the neck proceeded
partly to the anterior u.gllzlu vein and partly to
the subclavian vein, tf:e tter generally yniting
with the supra-scapular and posterior scapular
veins, and receiving the communicating branch
from the cephalic vein before entering into

the gubclavian vein. In some few cases a

mere trace of the external jugular was found.

hen the veins forming the external jugular
vein had the arrangement just described,
which I found to be the case about once

\n every fifteen subjects, the superior trunk

and the branches conuected with it represented

very closely the external carotid agtery and its
branches : ‘consequently, this anomaly causes the
veins and arteries in the head and neck to cor-
respond more closely in their arrangement than
they do in the normal state.

Another irregularity, which occurred nearly as
often g3 the preceding, consisted in the doubli

of the vein, ~This I found to arise from various

causes. It sometimes resulted from the non-union
of the temporo-maxi and facial veins, which
then passed down the neck parallel to, butslightly
distant from, each other, in the normal position
of the external jugular vein, and terminated
separately in the eubclavian vein. It most fre-
quently originated, however, from the greater
number of the occipital veins, both superficial
and deep, passing down the neck after uniting
about half an inch from the external jugular
vein, which was always smaller than ordinary,
and recei all the lateral and posterior veins
of the neck In its course downwards. In some
subjects the trunk so formed entered into the
communicating branch from the cephalic vein, but
in most of them in which it was observed, it en-
tered into the subclavian vein. This anomaly,
aleo, appeared to me to have eeded some-
times from a longitudinal splitting of the trunk
of the exterpal jugular vein during development,
for it was not uncommon to meet with a more or
less complete division of it at its lower part, the
two portions passing separately into the sub-
clavian vein, or having other connections. This
I considered to indicate that the vein may be
doubled by spli from below upwards, as well
as by the non-union of its upper and great
branches of origin. Nothing could be more
variable than the mode of termination of the
lower portions of the external jugular vein, when
it was either partially or oom‘gllebely double. It
would be useless to mention all the variations in
their mode of terminating, as most of them were
without any interest ; but I may notice one or
two which, from their rarity, may not be un-
deserving of mention. In one subject, where it
was completely double, the continuation of the
temporo-maxi vein passed through a foramen
in clavicle, and entered the cephalic vein
about an inch and a half down the arm: there
'was no communication between the cephalic vein
and the other division of the external j

vein. I another subject, I observed what may
be called the continuation of the facial vein, re-
ceive the supra-scapular and posterior scapular
veins, which y opened into the outer
trunk, and also the internal mammary vein, and,
after dilating into a kind of sinus, enter by a
small aperture in the angle of union of the sub-
clavian and internal j veins. I think it
praper to state that, where the external jugular
vein a] to be doubled in the manner first
alluded to above, both the temporo-maxillary
and the facial veins were also connected with the
internal jugular vein.

It may not be impraper to point put that all
these irregularities caused some variation in the
contents of the subclavian space; that in dis-
secting that space, in some subjects, no external
jugular vein was met with ; while in others, a
small vein was found running close to the an-
terior border of the trapezius muscle; and that,
in several other subjects, the reverse was found,
two veins of nearly equal size having been found
coursing at some short distance from each other
through the very centre of the space.

The anterior fugular vein presented numerous
variations in size and number. The variations
in size depended on the number and magnitude
of the branches itreceived, and, more especially,
on the magnitude of the communicating branc
from the external jugular vein. It wae extremely

in one subject, in which the whole of the
facial vein entered into it. It wassometimes de-
ficient, but more frequently was very small and
scarcely discernible when empty.

The tnternal jugular vein varied in size accord-
ing to the number of branches it received, and,
consequently, according to the magnitude of its
accessory trunks. In those subjects in which
the external jugular vein was deficient, it was
unusually large, in consequence of al} the larger
velns in the head and u&per part of the neck
entering into it. The right vein was most fre-
quently the larger of the two, which depended
Pa.rtly on the right lateral sinus being in genera]

arger than the left, and partly on a corresponding
irregularity in the calibre of its tributary trunks.,

Passing over, for the present, the numerous

and for the most part uninteresting irregularities
in theother veins of the head and neck—some of
which have been mentioned incidentally in
describing the anomalies of the jugu.la.r veins ;
and those observed in the veins of the trunk,
most of whichare noticed in works on anatomy—
for the reason that I intend to record them at
some future %eriod in a statistical form, which
of all others I consider to be the most useful,
I have now to notice two interesting anomalies
in g\e veins of the pecuo}al ;:trgmit.y. Vein

ongenital Deficiency o ‘ephalic —
This 18 a rare anomaly, although the cephalie
vein is not unfrequently found exceedingly small.
It was observed twice, and, what is very re-
markable, both times in very muscular male
sul()!jects. All the superficial veins of the forearm
and the greater number of those of the arm
entered into the basilic vein, which was conse-
quently greatly enlarged. Without entering into
a detaif of all the i arities of the veins at the
bend of the elbow, I may state here that the
greater number, if not all of them, tend or
exhibit a tendency towards the production of
this anomaly. The cephalic vein appears to be
almost invariably smaller than the basilic vein in
the normal state, and it is usually rendered still
more 80 by theloss of one or more of its tribu
branches, when the arrangement of the veins is
abnormal. The ano is interesting in a
physiological point of view, inasmuch as it
causes ge superficial veins of the pectoral
extremity to corr:?ond very closely to those
of the pelvic extremity,

Displacement of the Azxillary Vein.—In three
subjects the axillary vein was observed to
pursue an abnormal course in relatiot; to the
corresponding artery, in consequence of a very

ht megulg.rity in the junction of the basilic
and brachial veins. The veins on the inner side
of the brachial artery had passed behind it and
united with the outer brachial vein near the
lower border of the axilla, and thus the relative
position of the axillary vein and artery was
materially altered. The vein, in its course up-
wards, pursued an oblique direction from without
inwards, and had three different relations with
the artery. In the lower third of the axillary
the vein, instead of being on the inner side, was
situated on the outer side of the artery; in the
middle third of the space, it crossed in front of
the artery, and was, therefore, anterior to it; and
in the upper third it had nearly regained its
normal position, The occurrence of this anomaly
about once in every thirty subjects, and the
change in the relative position of the artery and
vein in that part of the axilla where the artery
can be most easily reached, render it an object
of interest to the surgeon.

OBSERVATIONS ON OPHTHALMIC
SURGERY.

By H. HAYNES WALTON, Esq.,
Surgeon to the Central London Ophthalmic Hospital, &c. &e.

(Continued from p. 53.)

According to my promise in my last paper, I
communicate the owin%::aefmm S. Browne,
Esq., surgeon to the Belfast Ophthalmic In-
firmary. I leave it to my readers to com-
pare it with my own case: I shall not, therefore
make comments or point out any conformity.
CONGENITAL CATARACT.—OPERATION—RESULT—

BEMARKS.

William H., aged thirty, applied at the
Ophthalmic Institution on the 5th of September,
1846. “He came,” he said, “to consult me
relative to a defective state of sight, under which
he had laboured since earliest infancy.”” Before
he addressed me, I had observed, as he ad-
vanced across the room, that he carried his face
inclined downwards, shading his eyes with
lowering contracted brows, and walked with
that peculiar unassured gait which is character-
istic of certain affections of the organs of vision ;
consequently I at once inferred the case as

likely to be one of incipient cataract. U%on
examining the eyes, which were remarkably
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Prominent, I observed in each, in the axis of
vision, behind the pupil, and deep in theposterior
chamber of the aqueous humour, a small
herical dark amber-coloured body, seemingly
:’Lout one line and a half in diameter, having the
marginal outline well defined, and standing out
from the dark space beyond it, distinct, like the
:&)nnnoe presented by a hydatid when seen in
anterior chamber, This little body was
apparently, from the equality of colour, of equal
density throughout.

The irldes were of a mixed grey and hazel
shade ; the mdiatin%ﬁbm remarkably distinct,
and in a strong light acted very rapidly, con-
tracting the pupils to a minute size. e pupils,
when. examined in a subdued light, seemed
rather larger than are usually seen in healthy
eyes, but quite circular and regular in the

The corne were clear and very prominent,
., giving to the anterior chambers unusually large
antero-posterior dimensions, as .was observed
when viewed obliquely, by having the patient’s
eyes directed downwards and inwards.

The history of the case, as detailed by the

tient, a remarkably intelligent man, left no

oubt upon my mind that the cataract was one
of congenital origin, and that the defect had
little change subsequent to his

birth. In boyhood he had been enabled to learn
to read by the use of very large print; but was

vented from aoq{;rmrthu:g any tnd(gm vili::

ing too imperfect urpose. Since hi
earliest impressions, he dgsﬁnctly remembers
that his sight was always greatly confused, never
enabling him to clearly see any objects distant
from him a few feet. Atthe time of applying to
me he could read large Roman t’;ﬁeb’hd g
the book within three inches of the eyes. He
could distinguish & person with whom he was
well acquainted at the distance of about eight
feet, but exceeding that, everything became con-
fused and indistinct, with the mcrou:rng. space,
till, at the interval of about twenty ev
object was lost in the general mist won
the distance mentioned, completely limi his
sphere of vision.

Under these circums he was most
anxious to have something done, especially
as every kind of artificial lens—concave and
convex—failed to imprave his sight.

Seeing his anxiety to have an operation per-
formed, and as I also believed that the removal
:fig t]:xeopuquo bodywou.l}(ll. mterihn:ly improve hi?

t, especially in ving t rcnim of
structure nlreadyg:e.rred to, I determined to
afford him the benefits likely to result from an
operation, at the same time pointing out to him

] ible chance of his losing an by the
mf"‘" eye by

On Sept. 8, having selected the left eye,
which had, he stated, less perfect :irht, and
having dilated the pupil by one drop of the so-
lution of atropia fplied to the conjunctiva—
which application, I may here remark, did not
increase the power of vision in that eye—I in-
troduced a very fine straight needle through the
cornea, one line from its cire: ce, and car-
ried it obli(glel back to the atrophied lens, tear-
ing throug e :,:anuy puckered capsule
with one light vertical touch of its point. Upon
withdnwin% the needle, I observed that the
vancing & Jitle throngh the raptured cupatle &
van( a little the rw capsule, a
sm(l:l%red of which membrane had beerfs drawn
by the needle in its exit to the puncture in the
cornea and adhering in the wound, thus pre-
vented the loss of more than a drop or two of the

ueous humour, A little thinned extract of
ﬁhdonm was then smeared around the lids,
and a soft compress and bandage lightly applied.
Negt morning, Sept. 9, I found that my
mt had suffered greatly during the night

irritability of stom which still con-
tinued. He felt some pain and fulness in the
eye operated on, with headache, and intolerance
of light in the sound eye; these he attributed to
the incessant retching he had since the pre-
ceding .evening. On examining the eye, the

_tion of

subject of operation, I found the conjunctiva
greatly injected, along with a constant fiow of
tears, which he described as * hotand wddi‘n;ﬁ.”
The pupil was pretty well, though not fully,
dilated ; and filling up its entire space, and alittle
more advanced into the anterior chamber, was

the lens, that had changed into a whitish shade,
and had expanded its hitherto shrivelled ca

sule, along the front of which could be seen the
incision made by the needle. The iris was not
apparently inflamed in substance, but there was
a slightly turbid state of the aqueous humour,
indicating the presence of some aquo-capsulitis.
To allay the irritability of stomach, I ordered &
draught, composed of a drachm each of tinctures

of hyosciamus and laurel-water, in one ounce of |
cinnamon-water ; this to be repeated every two |

hours until the stomach became composed: so
soon as this was attained, I desired five grains of
calomel and one of opium to be given every
three hours. Warm fomentations of poppy-head
decoction, containing a drachm of extract of
belladonna in each pint, were also directed to be
kept constantly applied to the eye. At the
evening visit, nine P.M., I found that the
second draught had quieted the stomach, and
that he had taken two doses of the calomel,
which acted freely upon the bowels. The
headache was nearly gone, and the

of pain and fulness in the eye much less.
Three grains of calomel and half a grain of
opium were ordered to be ‘given every three
hours during the night. A fold of lint dipped
in the decoction of belladonna and poppy capsule
was directed to be applied to.the eye, and to be
covered with oiled silk, and renewed occasionally.

Following morning, Sept. 10, seven a.u., 1
found that my patient passed a good night,
having had some quiet sleep ; the pain of the
eye was much diminished, but he stll ex-
perienced a feeling of fulness; the injection of
the conjunctiva and lachrymation still continued ;
the headache quite cﬁ\'me. The internal aspect
of the eye was much the same as on the pre-
cedin, y, but the
dilated, the margi the cataract being visible
immediately behind it. Aqueous humour still a
little turbid. The calomel and opium were
ordered to be continued, but exhibited only every
ﬁﬂ.hulexgur. The lotion of belladonna to be kept
applied. .

Sept. 11., eight o.x. The patient complained
of soreness of gums and a veg unpleasant taste
in the mouth; the eye seemed very much im-
proved in every respect. The medicine, as
ordered, to be given only night and morning; the
lotion still to be apphed. A smart purgative
was also exhibited.

From Sept. 12 till the 28th of same month,
the eyes continued gradually to improve; at the
latter date, all traces of the previous inflammation
disappeared, though the vision of objects was
quite lost. He described the light as bein,
“strong and white, as if seen through a mass o

snow.

On Oct. 1, I desired him to return to his em-
plo t—turning a wheel for a glasscutter—
and to call occasionally at the dispensary.

D the succeeding three months, absorp-

e lens {:ﬁeeeded ver¥ slowly; the reat
in the capsule opened a little at its edges,
and appeared inverted or curled inwards,

On Jan. 6, having applied the solution of
atropia, I again introduced the necdle as before,
and freely lacerated the then semi-opaque capsule,
and passed the needlethrough the then pultaceous
mass of the lens. No disturbance followed, and
on the 28th of the same month, nothing of the
lens was to be seen, the opaque portions of capsule
hanging down like double curtains, and alone im-
peding sight, * preventing him,” as he remarked,
* frowmn sceing as well as any one.”

The following day I introduced a fine curved
needle through the sclerotica at the usual point,
and, having transfixed the capsule in two pﬁcet,
1 gave arotatory motion to the needle, and carried
the thus-rolled-up substance backwards and
downwards into the vitreous humour, where it
remained out of the axis of vision. A few days

-atta

utiﬂ was somewhat more |’

after, when the eye had quite recovered from the
slight itritation uced by the operation, the

atient read a full type at the distance of fourteen
fnchel, and could distinctly see a lnri::;on rail-
ing at the distance of fully two hun yards.
A convex glass of a moderate power, about ten-
inch focus, somewhat improved the sight, both
near and distant.

At that time he was most anxious to have the
right eye also operated on, butI preferred waiting
the arrival of a more genial season : in the mean-
time severe illness prevented my attendance at
the institute for about two months. Upon re-
suming the charge of my patients, I found that
the subject of this report had called early in the
month of May to sce me; he was then on his
way to England, where he hed obtained a situa-
tion; he was in high spirits, his sight, heimagined,
daily impmvins; but the pressure of a family's
wants prevented him from having his nghc"qa
attended to * till a more convenient season.

REMARKS. .

The case I have just ctl!letaﬂed 1{ instrue-
tive in some respects—such a one, 1 imsa
being very rarely met with; indeed I m
never seen any very like it in character,
nor have I read of any case bearing & strict re-
semblance to it ; though, it is true, the cemnl
capsulo-lenticular cataract, usually of con;
origin, and the siliquose capsulo-lenticular or
membranous cataract, present something of the
same appearance. In my case the capsule was
nearly transparent until after the inflamimatory

; the lens, as I have already noticed, of
a deep amber colour and of soft consistenee.
The capsule was thrown into minute folds, as if
it were attached to the lens at some parts and

were free at others; it seemed altogether, in-
deed, a * loose fit,”” like a capsule ongi ly in-
tended for a perfect lens, but,"on finding it too
large for the enclosed body, Nature seemed to

have made the best adaptation of the covering
that the relative conditions of the parts per-
mitted. I think there is every probability that
the atrophy, or arrest’of growth of the lens, oc-
curred geore birth; for the patient was quite
certain that his parents observed * som g
astray about his eyes,” as he expressed it, ** at
the time when children usually begin to take
notice of surrounding objects.” Besides, the
exact conformity in the eyes helps to the belief
that the disease was congenital in its origin.
Had I not been urged to it by the patient, I
would not have operated on eyes having the
amount of vision his possessed; but when he
seemed quite bent upon having something done,
and as I knew that the anterior operation for
selection was not usually attended by much risk,
1 consented to give one eye a trial. The amount

of irritation and inflammation that followed the

operation in this case does not usually ensue upon
e use of the needle alone, cially when
passed through the cornea ; in 1 rarely see
any unpleasant consequences on any of my needle
cases. The calomel, along with the 3
effects of the opium, and the external applica-
tion of the warm lotion of popﬁ-he-d decoction
with extractof belladonna, subdued the existing
excitement without any depletory measures
having been required ; indeed, I seldom find it
necessary to resort to the active depletion I oe-
casionally see mentioned insome of the published
cases of the ophthalmic gmctice of the day. The
irritability of the stomach that occurred is by no
means an unusual sequence after needle opera-
tions, but is seldom 80 great as in this instance,
Why such a seemingly simple operation should
uce this effect I cannot explain, mu:l:i
when we see much more serious wounds inflic!
in the various tissues of the eye withoutany auch
unpleasant result. Ihave found that nothing so
soon allays this distressing affection as the com-
bination of tincture of hyosciamus and laurel-
water, which certainly has had, in my hands, a

much more rapidly sedative effect either
opium or hydrocyanic acid.

It will have been observed that a tion or
solution proceeded very slowly during the first

four months : this I partly attribute to not having
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used the needle more freelgin my first operation;
for when, upon its second introduction, I tore
the ca%anle completely, and passed the needle
through the mass of the lens, a very few days
sufficed to entirely remove the whole substance,
except & portion of the lacerated capsule. I
would not, however, in such cases recommend a
free use of the needle at first, for in the case
under consideration, had I completely tore away
the anterior part of the capsule, it is very likely
that the loosened lens would have been thrown,
by the stress of the vomiting that occurred, into
anterior chambers, and have produced, in an

eye evidently very irritable and predisposed to
inflame, & much greater amount of inflammation
than actually ensued. This accident, it is true,
is not always followed by bad results, for T have
seen it ha in four instances without any con-
sequent evil ; in one of them, indeed, the result
‘was most satisfactory, as the entire mass of a soft
congenital cataract was removed by absorption
within nine days from the first operation. But
then, agin. I have seen, in some other instances,
where the nucleus of a hard lens has slipped for-
ward, and where extraction was forbidden by
the nature of the case, the most violent in-
flammation occur, followed either by closure
of the pupil or di ization of the eye.
The amount of vision enjoyed by the eye
operated on over the other will be easily un-
derstood when the peculiar construction of the
eyes in this patient is remembered. They were
very large and prominent, with unusually convex
cornee, such as with perfect lenses would have
probably been myopic. The removal then of
the central opaque body, that not onmly inter-
cepted the straight rays of l:ﬁlll:. but also im-
peded the progress to the retina of the oblique
rays, which had been greatly refracted in pnssing
through the convex cornea, and thus, confusing
the outlines of all-save objects very near, at once
permitted the rays reflected from surrounding
objects to fall upon theretina st almost the point
of correct vision, and at the proper angle of inci-
dence, ucing nearly as distinct an impres-
sion, unless when viewing very minute or very
distant things, as is observed by an eye of normal
mechanism and healthy structure. And that,
after the removal of the ue medium, this
remarkable distinctness of vision in an eye
without any crystalline humour was caused by
the powerfully refractive cornete is quite evident
—first, that in no other wag could such perfect
sight have existed independent of an artificial
lens; and secondly, from the fact that bella-

donna, by dilating the pupil, did not improve the
vision, tgou h in ordil;:ry'cases, with such a
small cen!

| opacity, it would have been very
much im rovedp;y tt{Ae application ; besides, the
position 1 assume is fortified by the fact that the
attificial lens required to make the eye a really
good mediopic one was not of a high magnifying
power, having only a ten-inch focus.

The operation, undertaken contrary to the
usual inculcations of authors, has been fully
justified in the issue ; and, although the present
result must be satisfactory to the patient, he will
naturally regret that somethit:g similar was not
done for him in infancy, which probably would
have been the means of placing him in a very
different position from that in which he had so
Jong and cheerlessly been obliged to toil.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE MEDICAL
TOPOGRAPHY OF THE MEDITER-
RANEAN.

By WILLIAM THOMPSON KAY, Esq., Assistant-8ur-

geon of the Plymouth Division of Royll Marines.
“THE GRAND OBJECT OF ALL TRAVELLING I8

TO SEE THE SHORES OF THE MEDITERRANEAN:

ON THESE 8HORES WERE THE FOUR GREAT

EMPIRES OF THE WORLD—THE ASSYRIAN, THE

PEBRSIAN, THX GRECIAN, AND THE ROMAN. ALL

OUR RELIGION, ALMOST ALL OUR LAWS, ALMOST

ALL TBAT S8ETS US ABOVE SAVAGES, HAS OOME

T0 US FROM THE SBHORES OF THE MEDITER-

RANEAN."—Samuel Johnson,

BYaiA,—Jts Situation, Name, Extent ; Divisions,

Ancient and Modern; Physical Characters;

Productive Industry ; Manufactures; Civil and

Social State ; Climate; Disoases; State of Meds-
" cine and Surgery; Works on the Topogrophy,

Natural Hi , &¢., 0] \a.

“‘(oczdgncm'd m.)

Turners.—The workman is seated in the Orien-
tal fashion before his rude lathe, formed by
driving two stakes into the ground, a short dis-
tance 8] on which he rests an iron spindle,
or by ing two blocks of wood, with the re-
i space between, on which a bar of iron is
as a rest for his tool ; and, taking his bow,

e twists the string round the object to be
turned, then fixes it, and, working the bow back-
wards and forwards, rests the chisel on the iron
bar, and gives those touches to the wood, &c.,
which he considers necessary to complete the
design. By means of such a rude machine, the

Syrian manufactures spinning-wheels, bowls,
g .gtu. httic;-work, distaffs, i)oxu, ;Moue'
us Cc.

Coffes, roasting and preparing.—The coffee-
beans are thrown into a pan, which, being placed
over a charcoal fire, is kept in a constant state of
agitation until the coffee is -sufficiently roasted,
It is then fit for the Oriental process of pounding,
which is performed either by mills constructed
for that'}mrpose, or by a man standing upon a
low platform, who holds a wooden pestle, with a
handle nearly six feet long, with both his hands,
and pounds the charred in a marble mor-
tar ?laced on the floor, grunting forth a *“ Yah!
yah 1" at every stroke, forcibly reminding one of
our London paviors. It is afterwards sifted.
To prepare the decoction, three tablespoonfuls of
coffee are put into a small tin, copper, or brass
pan, holding about three ounces, and boiling
water po! on it. In about a minute after it
laced over the fire it is fit for use, which is
icated by boiling over. The decoction is then
poured into small cups.

Confeetioners.—The Syrians manufacture their
confectionary after the same manner, and employ
the same names, as the Turks, viz, :—

Badem haloassy, made of almond-flour, honey,
and rose- water,

Gulbeh shecker, made of plum-jam flavoured
with roses.

Gulkand, which is sugar-candy d la rose.

Halva, made with sesame flour (Sesamum
orientale) and honey, flavoured by rose-water,
lemon, or white grape-must, In this, sweet
almonds, pistaccio nuts, peach kernels, filberts,
or apricot kernels are introduced.

Hashlanmash is Indian corn, parboiled in vine-
gar and water,

Kabdb is Indian corn roasted,

Kaimak resembles the clotted cream of Devon-
shire, and is prepared in nearly the same
manner.

Kataif, composed of sifted wheaten flour,
butter, milk, sugar, and eggs, in the middle of
which lumps of kai are placed.

Levzineh, made of flour, butter, honey, and
almonds.

Lokmah-cake, sugar, milk, butter, eggls. d
sifted wheaten flour are made fluid with .rose-
water, and poured into a tin tube with a bottom

erforated like a siever This is waved to and
ro over a heated slab, the mixture drying

quickly in long shreds.

Hooiabybec, composed of rice-flour boiled to
the consistence of a jelly, sweetened with honey,
sugar, or treacle, and flavoured with rose, pm{,

or cherry-water.
na%m consists of sifted wheaten flour,

honey or sugar, rose-water, the pulp of white
grapes, and the kernels of apricots.

Shekerled, uspecies of sugar-candy.

b Tohorek, made of flour, sugar, eggs, and oil or
utter.,

Yahoort, literally sour milk, is made thus :—Put
into a basin & spoonful of beer-yeast or wine-
lees; pour on it & quart of boiling milk : when
it is formed into a curd, and is become sour, take
of it a tablespoonful and a half to serve for a
fresh quart of milk, in the same manner as the
yeast. This, after a few repetitions, will become

H‘hoon, and lose the taste of the yeast by
egrees. :

Corn-grinding.—The very primitive process of
grinding corn by the handmill is performed by
means of two small circular millstones. The
lower one is fixed when in use, and the upper is
turned round by means of a wooden handle pro-
jecting obliquely from the u surface ; the
mill being re‘;};nuhed through a hole in the
upper stone. e meal falls out at the edges,
and is received in a cloth. This labour is ie-
nerally performed early in the morning by
women,(a) who beguile the time by singing,
thus warning the indolent that it is time to rise,
The water-mill is very simple. The stream,
conducted by a channecl to an earthen pipe, falls
upon the water-wheel, which is connected by
means of a cog-wheel with the beam of the
u millstone, causing it to revolve horizon-

y upon the nether one. A wooden box, re-
lemblini_hn: inverted pyramid, contains the
grain, is is slung to a beam over the upper
millstone, and hes a piece of wood loosely at-
tached to the side by one end, the other resting
on the millstone, which, as it revolves, jerks the
‘wood, and by this means shakes the grain out of
the box ; after the corn is ground it falls into &
trough in front of the stone. Windmills are very
seldom used, and resemble our own so nearly that
a description is not needed.

Corn-threshing.—A level spot is selected for
the threshing, or, to write more correctly, the
treading-fioor, which is beaten down in the form
of acircle. U this the sheaves are spread
out very thickly—about a foot deep ; and the
grain is trodden out by animals tethered to a
etake driven in the centre; or a plank(b) three
feet wide, and four or five feet long, the lower
surface of which is set with sharp flint-stones, is
driven over it, thus forcing out the grain, and
cutting up thewetraw into chaff.(c) On this

Damaecwp Blades —Damascus sabres manufac-
tured prior to 1600 are seldom seen, but modern
blades of less pure temper and lighter colour ‘are
commom Their form is nearly similar to the
khorassan; but the latter, when of extraor-
dinary temper, will cut through the former as
would a knife through & bean-stalk. Modern
Syrian blades are more charged with gilded in-
scriptions than those of Persia. - These inscrip-
tions consist in most instances of the Mashallah
(28 God wills it) on one side, and upon the
other is the name of the reigning monarch, and
that of the maker and date near the guard.
The finest Syrian sabres are those of the thir.
teenth and fourteenth centuries. Some of these,
as well as battle-axes and maces of the same
epoch, are now and then met with. bearing the
date of 765 of the Hegira. A full-sized kho-
rassan, or ancient Damaecus sabre, should mea-
sure about thirty-five inches from guard to point ;
the back should be free from flaws ; the watering
even and distinct throughout the whole length ;
the colour a bluish grey, It should not be
overcharged with inscriptions, as they were
more frequently added to conceal defects than
denote excellence. A perfect sabre should con-
sist of forty compartments of watered circles,
diminighing in diameter as they reach the point,
The old Damagcus manufactory ceased to exist
in 1400. When the victorious Tamerlane con-
quered Syria he removed the armourers to
han, where the fabric not only flourished, but
soon excelled the original. This is the reason
why the khorassan blades of the last four cen-
turies are preferred to those of Syria. Good
&amucu; es, 8v:ilth plain scabbards o{e s;al&

n, an -gilt mountings, ma; al
from 800 ?pf;oo piastres (£8. OZ. 8d. to

(a) “Two women shall be grinding at the
mill; the oneshall be taken, and the other left.”’—
Matt. xxiv, 41.

(b) ¢ Tribulaque, traheeque, et iniquo pon-
dere rastri,”’— Virgil Georg., lib. i., line 164.

(¢) “ Behold, I will make thee a new sharp
threshing instrument having teeth,”’—Isa, xli. 16
plank stands the man who drives the oxen bar-
nessed to it.
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£20.16s.8d.) ; others, defective, for much less.(a)
I have known as much as £40 paid for one,
Distillers.—The still employed is very simple
in its construction, consisting generally of a cop-
per retort placed over a furnace, connected to
which is a long, straight tube, passing through a
tub of water, rimilar to that described by Dios-
corides. Used for distilling agua ardente.
Druggists will be described in another portion
gf this chapter.—~See ‘ State of Medicine and
Surge: Xl
z.—'l'he Arabs have great difficulty in
ucing a good green dye, but their blue is ex-
cellent. They make & hot solution of the colour,
in which they steep the article to be dyed, adding
wood ashes; eight or ten days are sufficient to
te the . For red, they emplo
, Brazil wood, safiower, and logwootiy.
For gellow, fustic, turmeric, sumach, and saffron.
For blue, woad, indigo, and orchil. For brown,
walnut-root raspings, and sumach bark. For
black, gall-nuts, oak-bark, and valonia ; with red
oxide of iron.
uﬁdmbmdererb : e c.—'l'he1 chief %l:lclet ba;am}xfac-
t y these people are tobacco- ; long
scarfs embroidered on muslin, merino, or shawl-
stuffs; handkerchiefs, dresses, coverlets, praying-
earpets, napkins, waist-girdles, jackets, &c. ; in
the embelli t of which they employ
colovred silks and velvets, gold and silver

thread, pearls, and precious stones, executing
most elal devices. The most common de-

signs are wreaths, palm-leaves, stars, crescents,
the sultan’s cipher, and fiowers ; and are gene-
rally worked on the hand.
vers,—Those who practise this art are

strietly forbidden by edict to engrave two seals
axactly similar for the same person, to cut mounlds
for coin of any description, and ciphers or plates
resembling writing, lest they should be used for
fraudulent purposes. For signet rings and seals,
silver is generally used, but bloodstones set in
silver are also much employed. Those who en-
ve stones a8 well as metals display their dif-
ferent specimens, consisting of bloodstone,
cornelian, onyx, agate, and pebble seals, arran,
in saucers kept under a glass case placed before
them while at work. If a purchaser apply, the
engraver produces a piece of black-looking bees-
wax, moulds it into a cone, and, moiste: the
apex, presses it on the seal; he then hands the
impression to the customer for approval.

Farriers and Blacksmiths.—The blacksmith em-
iloys charcoal instead of coal, (b) and stands to

is work when it requires to be heated ; but, in
finishing the articles, sits on the ground.—The
forge in simple: a small mud or clay wall is built
about eighteen inches high, with a wall on one
side to prevent the bellows being injured by the
heat: a hole is made level with the ground, and
an iror;f:ipe introduced, to one end of which is
attached the bellows, the other being under the
fire,—The bellows is formed from two skins at-
tached to the iron pipe, opened at the upper part
by means of two spikes, having a small leather
handle to each ; the thumb is passed through one
of them, and the fingers through the other: so
that the hand easily opens and shuts the skin.
The mouth being closed, the skin is pressed down
and throws the current of air through the pipe.
It is again opened and lifted up, when itis once
more ready. Thus, alternately with each hand,
the current of airis kept up to the fire over the
pipe.—The anvil is a small square-ended piece of
1ron, sunk in a log of wood, and partly buried in
the earth. An ordinary hammer, a pair or two
of pincers, and a drill complete the apparatus.—
The Arab horseshoes turn up behind, and are
formed out of a flat piece of iron with a hole in
it; and are generally so badly put on that most
horses’ feet are injured by them.

Jewellers.—These men manufacture all the fine
filagree-work for earrings, necklaces, coffee-cup
holders, frames for looking-glasses, talisman-

(a) Condentsed from ¢ Three Years in Con-
lh%ﬁn le,”’ l;{n(io:lv hite. lg:G. vol. fi. the

(b) en ¢! eannot procured y
employ dried camels’ dung. ’

cases, crescents, stars, and a variety of articles
in gold and silver. Rings in which are set dia-
monds, rubies, emeralds, aquamarines, amethysts,
carbuncles, and sapphires; bracelets and anklets,
with jewel clasps; the tantour, or long horn
worn by the femuale mountaineers of Lebanon,
usually made of silver, adorned with raised
figures of stars and various other ornaments ;
and the tepelik, or skull-plate, studded with dia-
monds, rubies, pearls, &c.

Kaboob-makers.—Kaboobs are made of meat
chepped uplikesausage-meat and highly seasoned
with salt, pepper, onions, and other spices, with
some sour vegetable. The minced mixttare is
daubed upon a piece of wood or = flat iron skewer
until it assdmes the appearance of an oblong
cake about half an inch thick and two long. In
this form they are suspended over a elear char-
cogl fire, and in a few minutes assume & brown

i appearance. The skewer is then with-
drawn, and the kaboob wrapped up in & cake of
the thin flexible bread demr'rged before.

Lapidaries.—These men grind and polish va-
rious kinds of stone by means of a wheel (rotated
by a bow and string), the edge of which is
covered with emery or fine sand mixed with
gum-lac. They obtain the rough stones from
pilgrims, merchants, or the regalar Arab dealers,
and diepose of them after they are cut and
polished to the engravers.

Marquetry.—The Egyptishs have carried this
art to a greater perfeotion then the Syrians, yet
there are many very beautifal specimens extant
in Damascus. The groundwork is generally
composed of fir, pine, or well-dried oak secured
from warping, and on this is veneered the various
kinds of wood employed in executing the design.
The veneer having been cut to the requisite
thickness, the pattern is sketched upon its sur-
face; it is then fixed in a vice and cut through by
means of a saw. working horizontally. When the
pieces are all properly formed with the saw, they
are finished so as to fit exactly by files, fish-skin,
&c., and then fixed down to the foundation by
meaps of strong glue, being retained by a press
until they are t{ The last stage of the process
consists in smoothing and polishing them, which
is done by rough fish-gkin, sand-paper, and
scrapers, followed by continual friction with
oiled rushes, palm-pith, or r This work is
principally employed to decorate ceilings, the
panels of doors and windows, floors, and some of
the household furniture. The woods chiefly used
eonsist of sycamore, flg, walnut, olive, oak,
ebony, mountain-ash, cedar, and pine-knots.
Rosewood, mahogany, and such woods are
seldom employed but in the houses of the
wealthy.

Masons and Quarrymen.—Qravestones, mill-
stones, fountains, and a few other articles con.
stitute the chief work of the stonecutter, or
mason. As in other trades, so he likewise sits
upon the ground, and with his rude mason irons
(pointed and chisel-shaped), picks, hammer, and
saw, slowly fashions the stone to the reqtired
form. (a)— Quarrymen, in boring the stone, use an
iron rod about four or five feet long, steeled at
the end, which is grooved: they keep the hole
fall of water during the operation, turning the
rod gradually round two or three times previous
to ramming it down, ot striking it with the
hammer. After boring it is blasted with gun-
powder in the usual manner.

Merchants,—The travelling merchant hds few
expenses : he lodges without cost, and from his
frugal habits is énabled to keep his expenditure
far below his profits.—The resident merchant (1
mean the native) has no books, save one of
common entry: no credits are given, no bills
discounted, no bonds, nor even receipts ; no fic-
titious capital exists, it is all ready money; he
has no clerk, unless very wealthy; the box on
which he rests his elbow contains at once his
bank and counting-house. The office in which
he l(::sriee on a large commercial business is but
a shed.

Millers,—See * Corn Grinding and Threshing.”

() 1 Kings v. 16—18.

Money-changers.—The exchange fluctuates
more than in Europe, and is influenced b .lnrge
exportations of grain, bad crops, and disease
among the silkworms. The average exchange
is about 105 piastres to the poun sterlmg at
Beirout; I have known it as low as 95 and as
high as 117. When receiving or Saymg. moncy,
the money-changer employs a flat triangular
board, having a rim on three sides, with the apex
of the angle left opon for the money to pass out.

Mosaic.—This art is seldom exercised by the
modern Syrians, except itits rudest form, or else
in the execution of those elaborate scriptural
illustrations which orpament the walls of thé
wealthy Christians, and the geometric designs so
often seen in the audience-chambers of the sheike
and pashas. The foundation for the picture is
formed of some durable stone, such as marblg,
ot of several united by cement. The centre is
hollowed out, so as to leave a depth of three of
four inches, with a border or frame of the same
width. The excavated surface is ttaversed by
grooves, which vary from an inch and & half to
two inches, being wider at the base thard .t‘he
apex ; these, intersecting each other, form tight
angles, which are of infinite utility to the artisan.
In this space the cement is poured in.—The cé-,
ment used by the ancients consisted of one patt of
slaked lime and three parts of pounded marble;
these were incorporated with water and white of
egg. Themoderns, considering that this cement
hardens too quickly, have employed one part gf
slaked lime with three of powdered Travg:ﬁ
stone mixed up with linseed-oil, which is sti
and worked every day with a trowel. When
first laid on, the mass is level, but soon swells up
and requires the addition of more oil from day
to day, to prevent it from becoming dry and use-
less. In the winterit is ready in about t days;
in the summer, twenty days are sufficient to ren-
der it smooth and fit for use. The design having
been chosen and sketched, the materials em,

loyed (which consist of glass, agate, cotnelian-
Papls lazuli, enamel, marbles, and pastes of
ferent colours; various kads of pebbles, cgstnl.
&c.) are cut, and ground to the proper shapes
and sizes by the usual lapidary’s tools, and thesi
imbedded in the cement, after which they are
reduced to a level with the frame or border, and
then polished in the usual manner.—The enamel
mosaics (chiefly used for walls, ceilings, &e.)
being formed into the requisite sizes and assoited
into shades, are laid on in the following mannet :
—The cement is spread on the groundwork to
the required thickness smoothly, and of the re-
quired size; the design is then transferted to the
cement by means of the coloured enamel squates,
or whatever shapes they may be, and struck with
a small wooden mallet until their surfaces are
level. As the cement remains soft for somé&
time—fourteen to twenty days—the design can
be altered at the pleasire of the artist. Any
crevices that may exist between the pieces of
enamel are filled up with pounded marble or
enamel, mixed with wax, which penetrates b

assing a hot iron over it. When the ename
Eas remained in its position for two months or
ten weeks, so as to allow the cement to 1m'r(le:1
the upper surface is ground down and polish
by means of a flat stone andemerg ; this requires
a very long time to accomplish, an 1s excee y
laborious,

Patten-makers.—These men manufictiure
wooden pattens to protect the feet of bathers
and their attendants from the heat of the bath
floor, and also to keep the feet of the women
from being soiled when engaged in their domestic
duties. They are usually made of eim, walnut,
or mulberry, with a plain leather strap to attach
them to the feet. 'Those for the wealthy are
often very costly, being inlaid with various
woods, studded with silver nails, and ha
gold-embroidered straps studded with pearls
turquoises.

Pipe-bowls.—The manufacturer of tchibouk-
bowls employs in their formation only a few
wires, some small round sticke, and a pait of
tweezers. Seated in the Oriental fashion, with 8
lump of moist and well-worked clay at his side
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(covered with a damp cloth when not in use), he
taka' a giece of it, and, by a few dexterous tyrns
on his thumb, fashions the mouth and shoulder of
the bowl ; it is then pierced by one of the sticks,
rounded off with a wire, pinched with the
tweezers, and, finally scratched or marked with a
nharp-ﬁtﬁn.ted wire, is set aside to harden in the
sun, Having remained until they have acquired
a slight degree of hardness, they are baked in a
kil . Some bowls are richly gilt and embossed,
but in that case are made of
quire more care in the baking.

. Potkry~warg.—The munu&cture of this ware
is confined chiefly to such articles as water-jugs,
which contain from a gallon to a gallon and &
half, and water-coolers, which are permeable,
and resemble the biscuit of our own potteries,
The tools employed ate neirly the same as
those used at Jerusalem, in the time of the Pto-
gil‘et Jeremiah,(a) and the process of manufac-

e very similar. As it so nearly resembles our
own method 1 shall not occupy space by de-
seribing it.

Saddlers.—The Arab saddle is of various
shapes, altering with the time and place, from
the hard wooden saddle of the motintain, to the
soft and more common packsaddle for old men.
The saddler manufactures evetything cotinected
with horse-furniture, bridles, cruppers, stirrups,
&c., and forgets not to bedizen them with fantas-
tic designs in gaudy-coloured leathet, tloth, or
ailk, and glass beads, shells, metal buttons, &c.
Then t_hete are certain amulets, or charms, against
the evil eye, made of leather highly ornamented
m}h glass, embroidery, or stones, and the charm
written upon a piece of paper; saddle-bags for
wearing gpare ; leathern bottles for water or
other liquids; waist-belts to contain four or five
gx;ttols, with straps for sabres attached ; and, last
Ly not least, the coutbash, or thinoceros’ hide
whip.

Scribes g!i)) are then who gain a livelihood by
copying edicts, accounts, records, proclamations,
&c., or keeping the books of merchants; and are
generally men of tolerable education, capable of
writing and speaking five or six es. They
are distinguished by the inkstand, which is car-
ded in the girdle. When writing, they are
seated in the Oriental manner, and, holding the
paper with the left hand, resting it on their kitees,
write from right to left. They bedr the same re-
lation there that a secretary does in England.

Shoemakers.—The soft, yellow sheepakin boots

and slippers, or papoosh ; the thick-soled shoes ;
heavy, thick, leather riding-boots ; the elegant
pearl-embroidered sli; far ladies of rank ; and
the black or red flat-soled shoes
Iabourers ; are all manufactured by the Syrian
votary of St. Cri'.llﬁ:,l‘

Soapmakers.—The soap manufactured at Da-
mascus and Aleppo is a very inferior kind.
Kelp mixed with lime is employed for the ley,
and olive oil is addBed.

Sponge-fishery.— eyond Djebnil, or Jubeil,
the coast, there is 2 sponlg)g-ﬂshery. whenoeb:
great number of sponges of a fine quality are
collected every year by some Greek sailors, wito
come from 8yTia, and are generally under French
protection. A few are sometimes obtained off
the town of Beirout, and another to the south of
Beirout, between it and Sidon. The sponges are

by means of a long iton fork, which
the fisherman pluuges into the sea, detaching
them from the rocks; they are then dried on the

_Tav;aai.—l'he Syrian tanners dress the hides
vith album grecum and lime, and employ the
bark of the sumach and valonia to complete the

(a) “ Then I went down to the potter’s house;
and, behold, he wrought a work on the wheels.
And the vessel that he made of clay,” &c.
Jer. xviii, 3, 4.

(b) * Then wrote Rehum the chancellor, and
Shimshai the scribe,” &c,—Esraiv. 9. Now,
When the crﬁzy'of King Artaxerxes’ letter was
read,” &e.—Kara iv. 25; Rara vii, 6; Matthew
Vi, 10; Mark xii. 28,

er clay, and re- |’

conversion of the skin into leather. Olive oil
gives the last finish to the process.
Tobacco-merchants.—Latakia produces the most
celebrated tobacco in the East, which undergoes
a certain process there (that will be descri
hereafter when that towtt comes under considera-
tion), and is then forwarded to thc merchant,
who sotts it into three classes :—1. That
from the centreof thé bales; 2. The next bestin,
colour; 8. A mixture comprising the tefuse of
both. When tobacco is cut it is wetted and
placed in an instrument resembling our chaff-
cutting-machines, but very much smaller. It is
then packed in waxed cloth bags, teud¥ for use.
This tobaceo is used for smoking in pipes; but
there is another species which is imported from
Persia, ealled tumbeky, used fot the narguillas, or
watet-pipes ; it is, when pure, of a bright yellow
tolour, and in flakes.
Water-carriers.—Thesemen, when employed in
distributing water to the passengers int the streets,
chant a short cty, lauding their otange-flower-
water, raisin-shetbet, ot plain water, as it hay be,
and accompany it with # ringing noise produced
by striking the two metal drinking-basins to-
gether. Ovet their backs they have a pig’s skin
shung, containing the water! if it be sherbet, it
is contained in 4 jar with 8 bunch of flowers or
herbs at the top, the drinking-vessel being

porotus,

Water-skin Ma:a‘hﬂwm.—'l‘he skins of goats
or pigs, but getierally the former, are stripped off
whole except at the heck, and the holes at the
legs and sewn up; they are stuffed out fall,
and straihed by driving in small billets of oak
wood, and then filled with a strong decoetion of
osk.batk ot valonia for seven or eight ':gs ; the
hair et:;an bectmes fixed, and the ski ciently
tanned.

Weavers.—This trade will be deseribed under
the head of * Beirout,”” as it more particularly
relates to that neighbourhood and Damascus.

ON THE TREATMENT OF FRYSIPELAS
AND OTHER FORMS OF CUTANEOUS
DISEASE, BY A STRONG SOLUTION

OF THE NITRATE OF SILVER.
By T. W. GARLIKE, Esq., Rickmsoswoith.

In bringing the present subject before the
medieal public I lay no claim to originality. The
treatment of erysipelas by caustics ot their
aqueous solutions has been in vogue for many

years past, both in Europe and Ameriea. In the
year 1841 M. Vel recommended the use of a
solution of the ate of iron to erysipelatous

surfaces, and the acid nitrate of mercury has
been tried by MM. Biett and Cazenave; but
these remedies, like Baron anntzm's blisters,
have not succeeded generally in the hands of the
hmﬁtiuner. At s late meeting of the Provincial

edieal Association Mr. Higginbotham read a
paper * On the Treatment of Eryt‘?elu bya
Haturated Solution of Nitrate of Silver,” and
hes s0 ublx handled his sabject, that it is with
much difidence I approach the same path; how-
ever, as one remedy s not always equally effi-
cacious in all hands, and as the cool English
practitioner receives all bold and wunpopular
methods of healing with distrust or reserve, I
shall confine myself to the practical bearing of
the subject, and endeavour more particularly
to impress my readers with the necessity for ob-
servmgeeruim oautions in the use of this setive
application.

remarks I have to make naturally redolve

themselves into four divisions :—

1. The cases in which the solation of the
nitrate will be found useful.

2. The cautions to be observed in the use of the

remed'ly.
3. The method of prepaning and applying the
soluti:(l).l;. hvaiol )
4. The physiologicat principles upon which
the use of they:ilmg:: aolggxlx gadvoented.
The Cases in which the Solution is useful.—
I have found the strong solution of the mitrate
of silver of eminent service in every case of

icked j.

erymKdu which-hss been goufined to the skin,
whether it has }fisgn epidemically of otherwise ;
nor is the influence of the rearedy affected by
the external circumstances under which it is a;
lied : the idiopathic or traumatic origin of the
g.iae’ue being a question of no importance in de-
;lsrmining the propriety of using the solution.
[t will also be found equally effective under
certain restrictions in the plethoric and ady-
namic temperament ; yet, perhaps, in no instance
will its effects appear so manifestly in the light
of a *“ specific ' as in the wide-spreading idio-
ic erysipelas of children: here the disease will
uently become arrested as if by the secret
agency of a magic wand.

Ihave seen an acute a&';iemio sore throat, an
inflammation involving posterior fauces and
soft palate, yizld in a fow hours after the appli<.
eation of the caustie, . '

Wiih tegard to the use of the argent. nitrat. in
what, for distinction’s sake, may be called the
% chronic ' eruptions of the skin, my practice
warrants my recommending it in porrigo, ery-
thems, peorissis; cettain anomalous tetter-li
patches, acales, &c.; in the inflamed condition
of ekin surrounding the indolent ulcers of old

ple, and in tinea. The last-mentioned disease
K:: been described by M. Gruby, a young Hun-
garian physician, as the development of a cryp-
togamous fungns in the skin, and which he calls
“ micoderme.” 8hould his t.heorzewith respeot
to this m ri:z-liko tetter be verified by
future o ion, the caustio would naturally
suggest itself to the surgeon as proper treat-
ment.,

Tha Cautions to be observed in the Use of the
Remedy—It is not to be wondered at that the
sober practitioner feels heavy disappointment
and dismay at the bedside of the patient when
a favourite remedy, which has been vaunted as
of universal power, is found wanting in its utopian
attributes. Such has been the impression given
at the failure of many ex: t ways in treat-
ment whose inal advooates have been mere
theorists, or, perhaps, young physicians unekilled
in the practical part of their art. I now propose
to bring before my readers certain circumstances
which have attracted my attention in using this
active application, and have served as gmel to
me in the sick-room.

‘When we regard the functional analogy which
exists between the skin and mucous membranes
it does not seem improbable that a metastasis
should take place between these surfaces; ac-
cordingly I have frequently known a gastro-
enteritic affection suddenly appear on the cessa-
tion of the external inflammation, and this has
been the case oecasionally in other tissues; but
ll)exlmat here 3dd, ;lnt l:luch :::?staﬁ- have peevl:

n of a mild and yielding kind. erysi
oftheheaditiswelyilknownthndelirilzluis not
an unfrequent concomitant, and, however suc-
cessful the caustic may have been in subduing
the erysipelas, it will not always follow that the
delirium vanishes simultaneously ; in this in~
stance the effect will survive the cause, and yet
the mental affection will exhibit no increase when
the cutaneous phlegmon has been overcome,

The solution of the lunar caustic is decidedly
inadmissible in phlegmonous cellular inflamrha-
tion; its use has always a.p&)eued to me to sti-"
mulate the already irritated vessels which lie
below its reach to an increased morbid action.

It is scarcely necessary that I should urge the
propriety of associating with the plan a vigilant
constitutional treatment. I miay still observe
that certain idiosyncrasies are to be kept in view,
and that the asthenic patient will be found more
amenable to one comprehensive system of cure
than the plethoric.

The Method of preparing and applying the Solus
tion.—On this head my directions will be few and
concise. I immerse a drachm of the argentum
nitratum in an ounce of distilled watet, the phial
being covered with paper to prevent decompo-
sition by light; a few drops of nitric acid will
facilitate the solution. The water being fully

with the salt, the application is made in

the usual way with a camel-bair brush, care
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-being taken to cover the entire diseased surface,
ad c'};n the skin b;ayondthaerylipelstom‘})lmh&

t painti repeated every night an
:oming undlmtlgo whole disease is under its in-

uence,

The Physiological Principles upon which the
- Use of the Cawstic Solution is adoocated.—The
‘single coat of a capillary vessel closely re.
sembles in its structure the muscular tunic of an
intestine, and so far as its vital or functional

energy is concerned is t on a tonicity,
or elastic force within it, for the duties which it
has to perform (a). the

very aptly called a state of is. What do-
minion :{. motor or lemrt::ly;:-vu exercise
reci y over such morbid processes, it is
somewhat difficult to determine, yet the ques-

tion has been well and co tly
by Billing, Wharton, Jones, and
others, It only remains, holwcver. for me to

vital contractility, an
tary muscular fibre ; and that it is of the first
importance to bear this physiological truth in
mind in our estimate of the value of the remedy
of which I am treating. Neither should it be
forgotten in this place that our remedial agent
inflammatory effoom on_ b thin chtancons o
ts on in cutaneous or
mucous textures of the body. Immediate -
imity, if not positive contact, with the
tissue is to ensure suocess: for the
deeper cellular structures, however much they
may sometimes have appeared to participate in
the ha; result, are really out of the certain
reach of any such local application.
.M. Desmarres (Medical Gasette, March 10, 1843)
* has aptly com; the action of catistics to that
-of intense cold; and, thus ing out the
analogy, it is easy to conceive that the effect of
a we solution of nitrate of silver might
resemble that of cold water, the applioaﬁon of
which to inflamed surfaces would, if itsastringent
properties were not sufficiently strong, leave the
vessels more powerless than before.nﬁt is, there-
fore, obvious, when acting on these principles, that
we shon}d raise our solult)ilon otf. tE:l caustic u:h:
int of strem capable of stimulating
guid energlelh of the vessels; since our
efforts are, as I conceive on physiological
grounds, to be directed to the restoration of
vital tonicity ; and while, on the one hand, we
avoid the minimum of astringency, we should be
equally cautious on the other of approaching the
maximum of caustic power, for the establishment
of an eschar would be fatal to our purpose.

CASE OF ENORMOUS CALCULUS IN
THE COLON PRODUCING DEATH BY
PERFORATION OF THE INTESTINE.

Communicated by R. F. SNAPE, M.R.CS.E. and L.A.C.
Lond.; Hooorary Surgeon to the Bolton InSirmary and
Dispensary.

John Rushton, aged 20, admitted into the
hospital of the Bolton Workhouse on Wednesday,
Oct. 6. Piecer; of steady habits; has been ill
since last March, during which time he has more
than once been in the e hospital for a week
or two, and then again able to resume his work.
Previous to March had always enjoyed good
health, though often troubled with a constipated
state of the bowels, requiring the frequent use of
purgative medicine ; a more obstinate attack of
which than usual occurring at the above time,
attended with considerable pain, led him to apply
for medical aid. He states that he was soon re-
lieved under a course of cathartic treatment, but
had again and again to apply, owing to his
attacks becoming more frequent and severe.

(a) “Dr. J. Hughes Bennett on Inflamma-
tion,”” 1844,

>~
This state of things continued until I saw lnmj
on Oct. 6, when he was complaining of the ob-
stinate state of his bowels, attended as before
with pain, and drew my attention to a large hard
tumour, situated in the laf¢ Aypochondriac region,
which was quite immoveable. There was no
tenderness on pressing the abdomen generally;
tongue clean ; pulse 80 ; appetite good; no
thirst ; wurine na in qusatity, but de-
positing a sediment of lithic acid, I ordered
a farinaceous di a bran poultice to be
applied to the'ﬂ‘; limmd oxhibitedmft:;
emulsion, with a Jittle us,
hours. On "visiting him the aszt day, I found

my trestment had had the desired effect: the | han

bowels had been freely relieved; pain had va-
nished, and he stated that he felt better than he
had done for six months. Upon i his
abdomen I could not now find even a trace of the
tumour, which led me to hope that it had
been simply a collection of hardened feeces, which
were now got rid of. For several days he con-
tinued taking the emulsion once or twice, which
had the effect of keeping him (as he said) quite

well,

About a fortnight after his admission he again
complained to me of not being so well, having
for some days given up taking his medicine,
Upon examining his abdomen now, I again felt
the tumour of the same size and hardness as be-
fore, but situsted in the umbilical . Ire-
sorted to the same treatment which had suc-
coeded before, giving, in addition, hyd. c. cret.
gr. v, om nocte. The next day I discovered the
tumour in the right hypochondriac region, but
his bowels had acted :Brope:ly. and he stated that
he felt quite well. Day after day I found the
tumour in some fresh spot co to the

course of the colon, until Thursday, :ﬁe 28th |.

ult., when again it was not to be felt, and my
tient expressed a desire to go out and resume
is work. I advised him to stay a few da

longer, to which he assented, although he said
“he felt quite well and able to do anything.”
On visiting the ov.1, I

hospital on Monday,
found him in the most imminent danger; coun-
tenance collapsed, and bedewed with a cold
clammy perspiration; lips livid; pulse small,
and rapid ; abdomen highly t{mpanitm,
:uteo Phl_::rdn gomider;ble amount of pressure ;
e com of pain, but not to an; t ex-
tent ; no sickness ; tongue dry, and ez:u::vith
a thick fur; urine scanty, and containing a
quantity of blood. It was evident that -
tion of some viscus had taken place; and, upon
inquiry, the nurse told me that he had begun to
be worse that morning about eight or nine
o’clock, and the symptoms had been rapidly in-
creasing in intensity up to the usual hour of my
visit, which was twelve o’clock. I ordered tur-
pentine to the abdomen, and gr. ss. doses
of opium every hour, &c.; but the poor fellow
never recovered from the collapse, and died at
three o’clock the snme day. :

Sectio Cadaveris sizteen hours after Death.—On
exposing the cavity of the abdomen, I found evi-
dences of themost intense inflammation of the en-
tire peritoneum ; the omentum and bowels were
closely matted together by albuminous fibrine,
and the parts highly injected ; there was a co-
pious effusion of sero-purulent matter, with flatus
of albumino-fibrine, in the cavity of the Sen‘-
toneum, mixed with feculent matter. Upon
tracing the intestines, I found marks of long-
stan disease in the duodenum and colon, but
especially in the latter, which was much
thickened and ulcerated through its whole
go;;e. and at the oqm::le;oemmt of which I

vered a large circ opening through
which the fieces had escaped. Justg above 1ts
sigmoid fiexure I found lodged an enormous cal-
culus, measuring 103 inches in its long diameter
and 8% inches in itsgshort, and which with dif-
ficulty could be moved along the course of the
colon; the other intestines only bore signs of
recent inflammation, as before stated. The liver
was congested, and the ductus communis cho-
ledochus enormously distended ; the gall-bladder
full of thin bile; the kidneys were very mwch

s == e
congested, butnaturalin size, and healthyinstrue-
ture ; t.he:'spleen healthy ; thebladder hu.lt.h{’und
empty. Ihavenot yet analyzed the calculus, ut I
think Imay fairly conclude, from the foregoing ex-
amination, that it first proceeded from the gall-
bladder, through the duct, to the duodenum, and
thence ulcerated its way direct through to the
colon, in the position where these two bowels lie
in contact, and, being detained in the colon from
some obscure cause, reached its emormous size
from depositions of phosphatic matter effused by
the diseased mucous membrane. I
demonstrate this satisfactorily, owing to these
two intestines giving way upan the most delicate

ing. There are many interesting and ex-
traordinary features in this case. The easy and
complete manner in which the bowels obeyed the
action of medicine, for, notwithstan the ob-
struction, no hardened freces were found in the
intestinal canal, and none had eu?ped into the
cavity of the peritoneum —the curious transition
of the calculus from one portion of the colon to
the other, frequently in a contrary direction to
thevermicular action of the intestines—the slight
constitutional irritation and comparative absence
from pain which the presence of so large a
foreign body, and so much disease consequent
thereupon, oocasioned—the inability to
out myPariod when he had suffered from an
attack of biliary calculi, which he must have
done,if Imay j from the enormoussise of the
ductus com. c ., into which I could with
ealeintmduoethmoﬂﬂm.ndthe.rmﬁonol
the calculus in the colon—are all points worthy
of observation.

PROCRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE.
et
ACADEMY OF SCIENCES.
Meeting of Oct.25; M. BroNGNIART in thé Chair.
TreATMENT oF TYrHOID FEvER.—The recaders
of the Medical Times may Yecollect that some
weks since a communication was made to the
Institute by Professor Serres, relative to the
effects of the black sulphuret of mercury in
e treatment of typhoid fever. (Vide Med. Times,
vol. xvi., p. 695.) M. Berres had observed the
com; on of this disorder by smallpox, and,
in his remarks to the academy, stated that he
had empl his method in such cases of com-
plication with signal suocess—a test of its value
which the learned professor considered as very*
important. In answer to these observations, Dr.
Tessier forwarded some propositions tending to
show that typhoid fever is an essential m »
which never coincides with smallpox in
same subject ; also, that no disease can be ad-
mitted to exist, constituted by two such elements
as typhoid fever and variola; this g:’hologial
compound was a mere chimera. . Tessier
further stated that the treatment of typhoid
fever by the black sulphuret of mercury, or by
mercurial inunctions, was based upon no positive
indication, and constituted merely an empirical
xx:t;:od. At tme i . Mazade, of
uze,
typhoia fover snotessfully
inunctions, which had, according to the author,
produced a remarkable improvement upon the

tients in the 8| of two da
P‘Brrnnu mmom—M.—h a
oase of e of the dorsal aspect of the foot,
attended with hemorrhage, M. Petrequin ap-
plied ergotine with complete success. In a
second instance, hemorrhage having followed a
ﬁuﬂe operation ed upon the face by

. Bonnet, a solution of the same substance was
applied with the same result.

crioX or CHLORIDE oF SoDA UPON THR

StomacH.—M. Bardeleben, prosector at the
University of Giessen, presented some remarks
on the local action of common salt upon the gas-
tric mucous membrane. This memoir not
completed, we will e its analysis un!
M, leben forwards its termination.

ACADEMY OF MEDICINE.
Mecting of Oct, 265 M, Brorx in the Chair,
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M. Dubois, of Amiens, read a report in answer
to a letter from the Minister of Public Instruc-
tiom, il_lquml:g_ into the utility of a publication of
‘¢ A Library of the Greek and Latin Physicians,”
under the direction of M. d'Aremberg. The
reporter recommended strongly to the academy
to approve of the ptojeee:d;l wor{. :

4. Malgaigne strenuously urged the utility of
-the pnblg on, and ted the gmttyva-
cuum existing on the subjeet in the public l-
breries.—The report was adopted.

3

, M.
-ccunyof his sta-
tistical tables, contested by M. Velpeau. He
concluded his paper by stating that the discus-
sion had attained one great object, namely, that
of proving that, whatever might be the opinions
by private interest, the medical public
large was now completely convinced of the
"Etiolles, a stranger to the academy,
btained permission to make some remarks upon
lithotrity. The uwestion at issue, since
ning of this interminable diseussion,
value to be attributed to the statistics
forward. Now, they might be con-
sidered under two vuydmenth:gecu. M.
viale, rejecting all the cases which had ter-
i d fatally after exploration of the bladder
with lithontriptic instruments, contended that
those cases only should be taken into account in
‘which the operation had been com ‘Fhe
acsdemy, on the contrary, seem disposed to
adopt another view, and to throw into the
bahneeofmnru.l‘:?,dco,thnminwhieh
.death bad resulted from exploration of the
bladder for diagpostic

with the jnstru-

aenls of 8. In first instance, M.
viale acknowledged a mortality of two

cent. ; in the second, hinymdemiul ndvenu?i:
found it amounted to twenty per cent. Now, M.
Leroy was of opinion that ‘M. Civiale'’s method
of establishing his tables was not fair, inasmuch
#s it was not right or proper to introduce
kithontriplic instruments into the bladder merely
to examine its cavity and the calculus. To

|

|
!

E‘

ascertain the ce of the latter, its phape,
density, &c., M. Leroy asserted that a common
metallic catheter was far preferable to the

l::dmtht’ and that, ;‘f t}:e htuerlimtrumex:l was
, the surgeon who fmpro employed this
method of diagnosis, uhougd ﬁl:iznﬂy%ozsidmd
answerable for the ill consequences which were
to follow.
meeting adjourned after five o’clock.
, POISONING BY ARSENIC.
_Notwithstanding all that has been said of the
and treatment of the * Praslin case,
we that the following observations, toﬁther
with the severe but just editorial remarks in
“Les Annales de Thérapeutique” may still be
found deserving of notice.
| Case.—On June 18, 1847, Dr. Linoli, of
I.;lmm was cdledh:pon ti)‘:ottend a girl,
o who was uring under
violent Abdomil;.:lﬂ’ pain, obstinate vomiting,
cramps, and syncope. The matter rejected from
the stomach was of a greenish colour, which led
at first to the belief that the patient was suffering
from the ingestion of a salt of copfer After
much difficulty the young lady explained that,
four hours previously to the first appearance of
the gastric sym; , she had swallowed a con-
siderable quantity of green wafers, some of which
were still lying upon a table in the room. Some
olive oil having been_exhibited, the vomiting of
matter returned. It was then ascertained
at these wafers were coloured with arsenite of
copper, which communicated to them its grass-
green hue. Syncope, cold perspiration, and
eramps contin with obstinacy, Dr. Linoli
Pprescribed 3 j. of liquid laudanum, in %j. of cin-
nemon-water, which was in the space

of ten minutes. An immediate improvement
took place; but soon after the symptoms again
made their appearance in an alarming manner;
and the same mixtare was again exhibited, $ss.
of laudanum having been taken within
hours; at the ti:ximtion of that time the effects
of the poison totally vanished. The follow-
i;g night was tranquil, but, arsenite of cop]
sting in the motions, it was ht advisable
to prescribe some castor oil. Solid food and
cordial wine were also ordered, and from that
time forward the patient gradually recovered, no

returnof the s s being observed.
. EprroriaL %.—'I{h sublimes observa-

tion, published in themonth of July, and, there-
fore, previously to the deplorable events of the
“Praslin’’ case, honours equally humanity,
science, and the imperishable genius of the two
t founders of the Italian school: glory,
erefore, be rendered to their successors, who
have manfully broken through the wretched
“ routine”’ which still cruelly enslaves the
on in other countries, and who have
raised themselves to the highest pinnacle by this
cure, which is little short of resurrection. No-
E;otound conviction, based

thing but the most
owledge, couldhave given

upon experience and
Dr. Linoli the courage to exhibit, in the space
a few hours, half an ounce of laudanum, to-
gether with four ounces of cinnamon-water, to
say nothing of the small ‘&umtity of alcoholic
fluid and of cordial wine, which were also given
to the patient. It is o to this noble bold-
ness, inspired by true science, that another
mﬁmm lnll.‘tg::ed from th;j’f'&:: death. Il)l

i “ Annales de peutique ”’
weg:ve &mdyrecorded a large number of
cases of the same nature ; and now-a-days none
but ignorant mountebanks and unworthy flat-
termme;n still oonh;::e to sacrifice theo}ifohof
poisoned persons to criminal system of che-
mical neutralization, of mﬁphlog::;cnl treat-
ment, and of “so-called’’ diuretics—a system
brought forth by men foreign to the clinical art,
and the consequences of which have hitherto
been equally fatal to mankind and to medicine,
Let this observation be compared with the ana-
logous, but less severe, case of the Duc de
Praslin, and it will be acknowledged that we
were right in asserting that this case also I:ne'sht
have been certainly cured (if&ropcrlytren )H
it must be also admitted that the treatment em-
ployed constituted, clinically speaking, a second
intoxication, having brought about a fatal issue
which, in all probability, would not have oc-
curred had the patient been left to the efforts of
nature.

Lioarvre or THE (Esormacus.—M. Sédillot,
of Strasbourg, relates the following interesting
experiment :—In a dog, when a ligature has been
placed around the cesophagus, the external
wound being united, in a few days the thread
fells into the stomach, and the eesophagian tube
is restored to its functions spontaneously by the
effusion of plastic lymph around the ligature.
A strioture of the tube persists, but food can be
con into the stomach a few days after the

tion. Mr. Lawrence had already shown that

occurs also in the small intestine ofthadt:g;
and M. S8édillot inquires if the ligature of the
asophagus might not with some chances of suc-
cess be applied tomn;x:ttll::x:movdofoemin
tumours or strictures uct,—Strasbourg
Moedsical Gazette,

TrEATMENT OF CROREA (ST.VITUS'8s DANCE).—
A little girl, aged three years, became suddenly
affected with symptoms of chorea immediately
aftera iri&ht; the disease persisted until the age of
nine, with an interruption of six months, which
could not be accounted for. The morbid symp-
toms in an invincible tendency to run,
which ceased only when, the legs becoming
crossed, further progress was impossible. The
patient then would bend backwards and for-
wards, in a manner closely resembling the va-
rieties of tetanus called opihstotonos and empros-
thotonos. These phenomena recurred several
times each day in the form of short but violent
sttacks., Valerian, oxide of zinc, and cold baths

three | bardges,

had been used without success. The patient was
then admitted into the Hospital of D'?on. and
Dr. Salgues again gave a fruitless trial to the
oxide of zinc; cold effusions on the spine,
baths, and other measures were also un-
successfully tried. Tartar emetic was afterwards
exhibited in doses of six grains daily; the first
dose of the medicine produced abundaat vomiting
and diarrhces, but from that time forward it
was y tolerated by the stomach, no other
effect being noticed except loss of appetite, and
the total cessation of the choreic symptoms.
This treatment was continued for one r, and
e e o hpose of cetmoving st bead
e or the purpoee of removing alij -
ache, The patient recovered
vus Méd. de Dijon. i . ,
Axtrimis,—Thetrestmentof apyreticarthritis,
affecting one joint only, is often surrounded with
considerable di ties, on acoount of the insuf-
ficiency of the measures resorted to d the
chronic ohgoft.he complaint ; thus we have
seen M. M. 8., physician of Hopital Besujon, re-
cently confined during more than two years with
a rheumatic arthritis of the Knee, which at last
has terminated in partial ankylosis. Similar in-
ed, both in medical and in

of | surgical. wards. The emptiness of ideas on this

subject has even been carried to that degree, that,
one surgeon, immobility of the extremity has
y anci

by
been simed the sovereign remedy : a method
.qum] 'entmdineﬁoiensmdw{i&honly
the translation of that ridiculous system of * ex-

tation,” ¢. e., staxmation and water. Immo-
my does not, rigorously speaking, oonstitute a
remedy ; it is a ﬂx:egnav; measure, & oondnﬁ.o:
which facilitates the use of appropriate treatmen
Such are the first remarks with which the editor
of the * Annales de Thérapeutique’ unshers in an
article on the treatment of chronic arthritis by
frictions upon the skin with the nitrate of silver
ointment. M. Jobert has been for the last few
years in the habit of using this ointment in
various diseases with the benefit. In

i , and also in arthritis, he recommends

powder of nitrate of silver to be incatporated into
a certain quantity of lead (4, 8, 12 to
32), md&oointmentthu formed he looks upon
as a revulsive, which uces its good effects
very much after the ion of blisters. In a
D perimen i i M;ed.thnz.’ {f the m:ti'ni:
18 experi cau

wer be uken’ m the nitrate of silver by
HLOI it before its addition to the lead, its
action wi beincreued,bee‘mthadmsme
more easily absorbed. This is entirely & t
view of the case from that taken by M. Jobert

and others. The Km recommended b
M. Biéchy is one-¢i {o ; but the same method
used at the Hotel Dien with much success by M.
Guerard, and his ointment contains a fourt
part of its weight of nitrate of silver. Each dis-
eased joinbis covered with four or six grammes
of this compound, and & lmponltioe.is after-
wards upon it in o to facilitate ab-
sarption, The epidermis blackens in a few days,
but the treatment is continued until a cure has
been obtained. This method constitutesa va-
luable resource in many instances where other
remedies cannot be employed, and deserves the
confidence of the profession.—Annales de Théra-

meeting of the Faculty of Medicine ofPtﬂl%

take . The u(ll hwillinbe de.l:extvmd by

Professor Bérard, and we ho, our come

mr:nicnion to be enabled top:ive a sketch of his
will also, d

”gﬁodnudiy, November 3, the

discourse. M. the week,
resume the lectures on general logy, the
first part of which we published last winter.
‘We will continue to forward them to the readers

of the Medical Times, as they present a complete
view of the state of general pathology in France
at the present day. A
CrorerA.—Dr. Bruno Taron, a ph of
illes, in the Gazetts des Hipstauz that,
having been seised with the sym toms of cholera
ing the -oeou:'iaszdmw at es, he was
completely reli by the inhalation of ether.
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The Impartial du Nord asserts that a case of
cholers has been recently observed near Valen-
ciennes, but the news requires further confirma-
tion. The Minister of Commerce has com-
missioned thtee physicians to study the progress
of the cholerain Moscow, Odessa, and Trebizonde:
The gentlemen appointed are Drs. Beau, Contour,
and Monncret.

Vinné (de Nevus),a quack dentist, accused of
hating abused the persons of two young women
whom he had first rendered insensible by the in-
halation of cther, was found guilty by the Cour
@’ Assises de 1a Seine, and condemned to the hulks
for six years.

D. M‘CartrY, D.M.P.

American Statistics in Midwifery.—Dr. George
Metcalf, of Massachusetts, has published the
following interesting facts in teference to
the portion of iarriages of females who
bear childten, their ages at the time of
marriage, and the manner in which they seve-

passed through the period of childbirth.
Theé number of deliveries recorded are 927,
which gave birth o 932, there being five cases of
twins, Of the 927 mothers, 914 were married,
and thirteen were not; thus furnishing a ratio of
1'4 for very illigimate to every 100 children
born in wedlock. Of the mothers having ille-
gitimate children, two were widows, each with
s family of five children—one belonging to the
upper, ‘the other to the lower, ten thousand in
pocicty. Of the others, one was forty-three, and
the remaining ten were all under twenty-three
years of dge. Of the whole number of mothers
their ages, when married, were ascertained in
688 instances.
AGES OF MOTHERS WHEN MARRIED,

.......... 14 1516 1718 19 20 21
of mothers. . 3 3 23 61|70 56 73 58

Qge Ceeseraa.. 22 23 24 25|26 27 28 29
No. of mothers..43 41 40 29 | 23 14 10 4
Age ..........30 31 82 33|35 36 38 41
Neiofmothers.. 6 4 2 1] 1.1 1 1
The united ages of 668 mothers amount to the
sum of 11,991 years; thus furnishing the sum of
twemty-one years and eleven-hundredths as their
average age when married. The perpendicular
lines divide the preceding table into six equal
periods of four years each. The number of women
married in each of the perinds was:—In the
first, 90 ; in the second, 257 ; third, 153 ; fourth,
61; fifth, 13; sixth, 4. The chances of marriage
during the six periods were—in the first, 16 per
cent. ; sceond, 45 per cent. ; third, 27; fourth, 9;
fifth, 2:3 ; sixth *7 per cent. Of the 927 cases,
the age of the patient when delivered was noted
591 imes. ‘The ages of the different women ex-
tehded over a period from fourteen to forty-six
ears,
y AGES OF 691 MOTHBRS WHEN DBLIVERED.

Age
No.

Age ..........14 1517 18 [19 20 21 22
No. delivered .. 1 1 6 20 | 25°26 29 40
Age ..... «....73 24 25 26127 28 29 30
No. delivered ..32 34 25 35 | 44 26 20 36
Age ..........31 32 33 34|35 36 37 38
No. delivered ..18 32 20 18 | 17 24 14 13
Age .......... 89 40 41 42 | 48 44 45 48
No, delivered ..1111 4 7| 4 3 1 2

The numbet of deliveries in each of these
eight periods were :—28 in the first; 120 in the
peconid ; 128 in the third ; 126 in the fourth ; 78
in the fifth ; 68 in the sixth ; 33 in the seventh;
12 in the eighth period. The chances of preg-
nancy were:—6 in the first period; 20 in the
second ; 21 in the third ; 21 in the fourth; 14in
tho fifth ; 12 in the sixth ; 6 in the seventh; 2
in the eighth. The whole number of times
which each patient had been pregnant was as-
certained in 916 cases. 244 were first preg-
nanoies; 197, second ; 141, third; 111, fourth;
80, ﬂfth; 66, sixth; 28, seventh; 17, eighth;
13, ninth; 10, tenth; 8, eleventh; 4, twelfth;
2, thirteenth; 2, fourteenth; 1, sixteenth; 1,
seventeenth; 1, twentieth. Thus the av
egnancy of each were three and a fraction. ﬁ
24 instanees the duration of labour was noted—

98 were one hbué u; laboﬁr; 38, two hou.rs} 24,

three hours; 33, four hours; 29, five hours; 74,

six hours; 29, seven hours; 63, eight hours;
29, nine hours ; 39, ten hours; 10, eleven hours;
149, twelve hours; 20, thirteen hours ; 12, four-
teen hours; 12, fifteen hours; 13, sixteen hours ;
17, seventeen hours ; 28, eighteen hours; 35,
nineteen hours; 12, twenty hours; 4, twenty-
one hours; 9, twenty-two hours; 5, twenty-
three hours ; 136, twenty-four hours ; 4, twenty-
five hours; 2, twenty-six hours; 3, twenty-
seven hours; 7, twenty-eiﬁht hours ; 4, twenty-
nine hours ; 13, thirty hours; 1, thirty-one
hours ; 5, thirty-two hours; 2, thirty-three
hours ; 3, thirty-four hours; 32, thirty-six
hours; 1, thirty-seven houts; 11, forty hours;
1, forty-one hours; 4, forty-two hours; 2, forty-
seven hours; 17, forty-eight hours; 1, forty-
nine hours; 2, fifty hours; 5, fifty-six hours; 4,
sixty hours; 2, sixty-five hours; 1, sixty-six
hours ; 1, sixty-seven hours; 1, sixty-nine
hours; 1, seventy hours; 2, seventy-two hours;
1, eighty-five hours ; 1, ninety hours; 1, ninety-
six hours. Of 838 cases noted, flooding occurred
in 27 cases only:—Of these 27 cases, five oc-
curred during labour and before the birth of the
child; fifteen after the birth of the child and be-
fore the delivery of placenta; and seven after
the delivery of the placenta. The flooding
before the birth of the child ceased upon the
rupture of the membranes. That after the birth
of the child and before the expulsion of the
placenta, was speedily checked by the delivery
of the placenta, or soon after, Ly the use of
opium, acetate of lead, ergot of rye, &c. Inno
case was the hemorrhage excessive. Convul-
sions only occurred in two instances, and puer-
peral fever in twelve patients. In 23 cases of
protracted labour the presentations were — of
the vertex 69'6 per cent.; 4'3 per cent., one
foot; 8:7 per cent., both feet; 8:7 per cent.,
breech ; 4'3 per cent., face; 4'3 per cent., face
to pubis. In 912 instances — 874 were vertex
resentations ; 13, breech; 9, feet; 1, foot and
nee; 1, knee; 2, face; 8, face to pubis; 1,
placenta ; 3, funis; 20, unknown,

Ratio of Instrumental Deliveries by different
Accoucheurs.—In one case in every thirteen, Dr.
Caus, of Dresden, used instruments; one in
nine, Dr. Ritgen, Giessen; one in fifteen, Dr.
Klugé, Berlin; one in twelve, Drs. Minden and
Merrem, Cologne; one in thirty-five, Prof. An-
drée, Breslau ; one in twenty-eight, Dr, Naegele,
Heidelberg; one in five, Dr. Voigtel, Magden-
burg; one in thirty-six, Dr. Kustner, Breslau;
one in nine, Dr. Siecbold, Marburg; one in ninety-
six, Dr. Boer, Vienna; one in 183, Madame
Boivin, Paris; one in ninety-eight, Dr. Merri-
man, London; one in 158, Dr. Bland (West.
Gen. Dispen.), London; one in eighty, Dr. A.
B. Granville, do. do.; one in ninety-nine, Dr.
Beatty (New Hospital), Dublin ; one in 162, Dr.
Clarke, Dublin ; one in 114, Dr, Collins, Dublin ;
one in 187, Dr. Metcalf, Mendon, Massachusetts.

A very early Human Ovum.—Dr. Middleton
Michel was consulted by a gentleman on behalf
of his wife, in consequence of her having a slight
sanguineous discharge, attended with much pain,
which had greatly inconvenienced her, then
nursing a child at the breast. A clot of blood of
singular appearance, that had been eliminated,
had also been discharged, which excited con-
siderable curiosity. This was supposed to be an
ovum not more than three weeEs old, and was
submitted to a careful examination. A ve
short contact with alcohol brought the condition
of this little ovum vel;y plainly to view, and at
once pointed out the fairest resemblance to the
ovam in the uterus of a rabbit. Indeed, a
blastodermic formation had already taken place.
The vitelline membrane had disappeared ; the
chorion, which must have somewhat advanced,
had been left behind, for around the ovum hung
an araneous structure, which appeared to be the
incipient bonds of connection with the chorial
covering, from which, in all probability, it had
been removed. Though this flocculent film ex-
isted more particularly on one side, it is not cer-
tain whether this corresponded to a part of the

chorion. Through the transparency of the ovum
could be distinguished the inner layer of the
blastoderma, as an encased sphere, forming the
umbilical vesicle. In turning over the ovum,
there appeared to be on one side a thickening of
its structure, as if a bit of organizable lymph was
connected with it just at this spot; but on cut-
ting through and reversing the outer layer, the
appearance praved tocorrespond withthe first and
earliest condition of the embryon. The ttmbilical
vesicle towards the embryon was but slightly
constructed ; this was ita Frincipal feature, no
vascularity being perceptible, The em had
advanced in development further than the nofa
primitiva, or tache embryonnaire, as it exhibited a
cephalic and caudal extremity. The umbilical
vesicle extended widely on the anterior sutface of
the embryon, but nothing could besdiscovered
which indieated the presence of an nlimehta?
canal; consequently, no allantois washs yet found.
On the lateral surfaces no sign of thoracic or ab-
dominal tubercles was discovetable. The ovum
was gvidently at that period of development in
which the outer layer of the germinal membrane
begins to fold itself over the back of the embryon
to constitute the amnion. It wasat first guppoﬁed
not to have commenced, but on *tilting” the
membrane upwards with the point of a needle,
to bring the light to bear on the cephalic ex-
tremity, a nebulous outline could then be ob-
served following its convexity a little distance
backwards, which was plainly the fold in ques-
tion. It had advanced so little over the embryon,
that much of its back laid bare against the
coagulum of lymph already mentioned ; the head
of a smiall pin could here pass beneath the cé-
phalic hood. The caudal hood adhered to the
c lum, and consequentiy was not interfered
wig, lest the specimen might be infured. Here
is the most beautiful example of human develop-
ment ever seen —unexceptionably similar to other
species of ova at the same period of their changes.

rom the rapidity of development after the egg
reaches the uterus, the present ovum could not
have sgjourned more than from sixty to eighty
hours in that cavity, as it had advanced but
little further than the unfolding of the blasto-
derma.

Amputation above the Showlder-Joint. — Dt.
David Gilbert, of Pennsylvania College, Phila-
delphia, was called to attend the Hon. J. Wagor-
seller, M.D., in consequence of enlargement of
the left shoulder and gam adjacent. Eleven
months previously he had been thrown off a
waggon, and the whole force of the fall was ex-
pended on the shoulder. The effect was severe
contusion, without fracture or dislocation. The
tumefuction was never entirely subdued ; the
remaining enlargement and inflammation re-
sembling ordinary chronic rheumatism. The
functions of the limb became gradually impaired.
After a violent effort to use the arm on one parti-
cular occasion, great tumefaction and inflamma-
tion succeeded, which, however, yielded after a
few weeks of local and general treatment. Shortly
after, the shoulder began gradually to enlatge,
till it attained an enarmous size. As mno locdl
applications appeared to produce any benefit,
amputation was resolved on, and performed in
the following manner :—The patient was placed
on his right side on a large dining-table, with the
leaves down. An assistant holding the arm, the
operator standing above and behind the diseased
shoulder, commenced an incision at the posterior

ry | border of the axilla, using a large-sized scalpel,

and extending it upwards one inch above the
highest portior of the spine of the scapnla. The
next incision commenced where the first crossed
the spine of the scapula, and extended downwards
and forwards to the point of the shoulder, thence
upwards and inwards along the lower edge of the
clavicle to the extent of the outer third of the
latter, and then upwards one inch above its
superior margin. The triangular flap thus formed
above the shoulder was dissected upwards, and
the clavicle, inside of its outer third, isolated.
A retractor was passed under it, and the bone
thus exposed was divided with the straight edge
of Hey's saw. The skin; posterior to the first
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Incision, covering the process of tumour which
extended backwards over the dorsum of the
scapula, was now reflected backwards, and the
latissimus dorsi and teres major muscles divided
beyond the limits of the posterior extension of
the disease. The infra and supra spinati muscles
‘were next cut across, and the spinous imme-
diately bebhind the acromion process, and the
neck and body of the scapula exposed. The
Proeess was cut obliquely g‘om behind,
rwards and inwards to the neck of the
scapula, with the common amputating saw.
The mneck, with part of the body of the
scapula, was then sawn through close to
the spinous Srocess. with a long narrow instru-
ment provided for the purpose. All the bony
conneetiona being now severed, ah incision
with a small catlin was commenced at theaxilla,
and carried farwards and upwards through the
skin and peetoralis major, so as to expose the
axillary artery, which was prom tly secured ;
then upwardsunder the claviele, and outwardsun-
der the cordcoid process, and head and neck of the
sca'fu.la. dividing all the remaining attachments ;
:?mtll;:r op:mti:lz; wu; concluded. The external
: Y was the only artery requiring ligature
besides the axillary,  The bleeding %rolg the
wound was principaily venous, and was about
. ten ounces. The surface of the wound was care-
fully examined, and all suspicious tissues and
remaining lymphatic glands were removed. The
operation lasted fourteen minutes, and at its
commencement the axillary artery was com-
pressed, where it passes over the first rib, with a
compress and letter-seal of a large size. The
integuments were brought together and secured
with five sutures and straps of adhesive plaster,
over which lint, wet with cold water, was placed,
and secured by a roller. The pulse, at the con-
clusion, was 120. ‘The patient recovercd without
unfavourable symptoms.
Osteo-sarcoma of the Lower Jaw.— Operation.
—Dr. Sims operated upon a negro man, sixty-
elgt_xt years of age, in consequence of a tumour
which had appeared two or three years before at
the symphisis, just at the junction of the lip and
gum. It was painless, grew very slowly, till it
embraced nearly the entire body of the bone;
the third molar tooth bounding its limits on the
right, while it extended quite the angle on the
left side. The teeth were loose and greatly dis-
placed. The mouth of the patient being of
tnormous: size suggested the idea of removing
the bone in the following manner : —With a long
narrow sharp-pointed bistoury # puncture was
made at the base of the jaw, immediately under
the place of the second molar, on the right
side, running the knife flatwise into the cavity
of the mouth, between the cheek and the bone,
and as close to the latter as possible. One end
of the chhin-saw was now passed along the
blade of the knife, orrather an eyed tube armed
with a ligature previously attached to the saw,
and the knife withdrawn. It was agnin intro-
duced through the same external opening, but
was now catried into the cavity of the mouth by
t.hxustm'i it up on the inside of the bone between
it and the tongue. Through the new channel,
the outer end of the chain-saw was passed, and
both ends drawn till the middle of the saw rested
against the base of the bone, while the ends hung
out at the left corner of the mouth. Thus the
saw was fitting snugly around the bone at the
€xpense of a puncture of not more tbhan a quarter
ofan inch long. The jaws were now opened to
their fullest extent, and the left angle of the
mouth wide:iy retracted, whilethe saw wasbrought
across the dorsum of the tongue, and the bone
quickly severed by sawing from without inwards,
and slightly upwards. soon as the bone was
divided the instrument was liberated by clipping
the superimposed gum with scissors. In like
anner the bone was divided on the left side;
but, asit had to be cut at the angle, to get clear of
seased structure, the saw had to be passed from
¥ithin, outwards and downwards, its two ends
out at the external opening just under
the angle, and thus the bone was eas y divided
from above, downwards, and backwards. The

next step was to dissect the lip, chin, and cheeks,
from this loose diseased mass, turning the lip
down under the base of the bone. After
liberating the right side of the bone, getting it
on the outside o% the angle of the mouth, so that
a lever was made of it, the operation was
fnished with great care. By rotating it inwards
on the axis of the left side, it was easy to sepa-
rate the attachments from the outer surface; and
by reversing this movement it facilitated greatly
the dissection from the muscles of the tongue
and throat, while traction brought it so far out

that it was with facility separated from the soft
at the angle, e cavity lately occupled
the diseas was then filléd with

q_hedgeu of lint wetted with creasote-water.
e only dressing used was a piece of paste-
board, soaked in warm water, and moulded oh to
the chin of a healthy man, 80 as to form a perfeet
encasement of the whole inferior maxillary
region, which, being applied, was sustained in
#izu with a properbandage. The patient speedily
recovered

Incision of the Os Uteri during Parturftion.—
Dr. Buckingham atfended ¢ woman of large
frame, somewhat fleshy, during her confinement,
which was her thitd. Her two previous ones had
been protracted and difficult—the last attended
with hemorrhage. In this, her third labour, the
pains were so severe as to prevent satisfacto:
auscultation. The foetal head greaented wit
the occiput to the pubes, the left parietal pro-
tuberance being towards the os uteri. This was
unyielding near the vulva, and dilated to nearly
the size of a crownpiece. At the right anterior
patt there appeared to be a cicatrix extending
upwards and outwards. The vagina was per-
fectly moist and distensible. All attempts to
bring the head in a more favourdble position was
unavailing. The head advanced slowly, the pains
being very forcing, when the head eventually
passed through the outlet, bringing before it the
anteriot part of the uterus, and resting upon the
distended vulva, The perineum was sttetched
to the utmost. The pains continued forcibly,
and there was evidently no time to be lost. The
head of the child was pressed back with one
hand of the operator during violent pains, and
with the other the blade of a lancet was slid
sideways within the os uteri, and, sli ht'lz
turning it, incised the posterior part to the dep
of about gne-eighth of an inch. The wound in-
iteelf, and shortly after the child
was born. The cord was twisted twice about its
neck and round between the thighs. The pla-
centa was soon after expelled, and the uterus
contracted firmly. The p!tiem recovered,
after having suﬂ‘;red occasionally tenderness
over the uterine region, which was relieved b
the use of aperients, with calomel and castor-oil.

Radical Cure of Hernia.—The patient was sixty
Kim of age, under the care of Dr. Hicklin, of

obile. He had been for many years troubled
with scrotal hernia in the right side, which of
late years had been considerably complicated
with enlargement of the testicle on the satme
side. Extirpation of the testicle was proposed,
and the operation was also intended to effect a
radical cure of the hernia. The incision through
the integuments, extending from the external
ring to the lower part of the scrotum, was made;
the spermatic attery laid bare and tied ; the cord
divided and taken out in the usual way. ‘The
incision was then extended, so as more fully
to lay bare the external ring, which was cleared
of cellular tissue, The hernial sack had already
been opened, and a considerable portion removed
with the testicle, to which it was adherent: A
lead wire was then passed through the intetnal
column of the ring, two or thtee lines from its
margin, and about four above the pubis, con-
tinued down under the neck of the sack, between
the latter and the pubis, and brought out
through the external column, at a point opposite
to the perforation in the other column, the object
being so to place it as, when tied, the effect
should be to draw together the two columns of
the ri:‘g, and, at the same time, t0 compress the
neck of the sack, A single knot was made, and

stantly enlar;}t:
e

with a pair of forceps the wire was twisted as
tightly as so weak s material would permit.
The epening was large enough to admit threé
fingers into the abdomen, and it was not reduced
more than one hslf. The integuments were
brought together with interrupted suture and
dressings applied in the ususl way. Becondary
hemorrhage occurred in the night, and it was
necessaty to remove the dreesings; the bleeding
seemed to come from the veins of the sorotum,
and was relieved by outting the ligatures. The
wound suppurated very profusely, and was six
weeks in healing. There was afterwards mo
appearance of the return of hernia—a hard in-
sensible lump ocoupled the seat of the external
ring, where the lead wire was placed, snd there is
zmnuonwb.ﬂ:wa radieal eure was
ected.

LINNEAN SOCIETY OF LONDON.
Reported by Dr, W. H. BROWSN, F.1.S,

This society held its first meeting for the pre-
sent session at its housein Sgho-squareon the
evening of Nov. 2; E. Forster, Esq., V.P., in the
chair. Among the distinguished li and
scientific tnen present wets Mr, Yarrell, Mr, Wesdt-
wood, Mr, Solly, Professor For Mr. Do

n!
Mr, Ingpen, Mr. Doubleday, Mr; Eennett) Mr.
Ogilby ; and among the visitors the Rev. J.
Hami{ton. and Colonel Harsey. Many valuable
biblical contributions were announced:—* Trame-
dctions of Royal Bocietyof Bdinburgh,’’ ¢ Journsl
of the Geological Bociety,” * Proeeedin'g of the
Zoologieal Society,” * Proceedings of the Ges-
graphical Society,” ¢ Proceedings of the Agri-
cultural Society,” * Report of the Meeting of the
British Association for the Advancement of
Science ;" * Observations sur quelques Plantes
rares observées aux Environs de Char! )’ pat
M. Auguste Le Jolis; **Documents rélatifs & la
faculté germinative conservée par quel
Graines antiques,” par M. Charles des Monm
&c, &e. !

Mr. G. Newport, 'the eminent compatativy
andtomist, tetid the commencement of a thied
memoir ‘ On the Natural History, Anatomy,
and Development of the Oil Beetlo Melve.”” The
general object of this memoir was to exsmine the
entire anatomy of the insect with reference to the

rinciples of development which the
ation of organized bodies, and to show the
universality of the laws of life. This esamind-
tion commenced with the teiumentuy system of
the very young meloe, which was traced froth its
formation in the ovum, and anhounced by the
author to be the foundation-structure of the or-
ganized body. Its analogy of structure in the
earlier state with the eatlier structure of plants,
in being formed entirely of cells, was pointed
out; and it was shown to be the structure in
which the organs of locombtion originate, thé
method of formation of which was very clearly
pointed out. The principles which regulate the
origin of the dermis in the egg were shown to be
recisely those which control its growth in the
iving animal.

The changes which take place [in the cells of
the tegument, and the secretion of earthy matter
in them, were shown to approach very tlosely to
those by which true bone is found in vertebrate
animals, and wete actually those to which the-
hardness of the dermo-skeleton of the inseet was
due. The chief earthy constituents of the vells
were stated to be phosphate of lime, with carbo.
nate of potash and lime. The mode of formation
of the external skelston of insects, and the in.
tetnal skeleton or bone of vertebrata, was thus
shown to be almost identioal. Tuking this
view of the subjeet, Mr. Newport considers that
we must regard the tegument of the insect as
entirely of one structure —that is, of layers of cslis
in different stages of growth and development,
and not as being formed of three separate strue.
tures—epidermis, mucous layer, and dermis. The
hairs and spines were ed as the excessive
growth of the nuclel of the cells, and the tegu.
nient itself was shownt to grow by the fissiparcus
division of the nuelei of the cells; and the sttbs
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sequent development of these into distinct cells.
The spiracles were also shown to be very similar
to the stomata of plants ; and that the respiratory
organs seem to commence in a follicle of the
granular tissue of the tegument, which up to that
period had performed their function, these being
the last formed of the essential structures of the
embryo. A curious and interesting fact was
pointed out with reference to the cornea of the
eye in the young melse, which, although a single
, has its cornea formed of layers of dermal
The author proposed to continue his paper (the
of whl;ch elicited loud and ggng::l ap-

plause ot:e a future ot}cuioa.
After the reading of some ition s
_ for the admission of new fellgvso,p:\d thep:g::-
- action of some ordin business, the meeting

" was adjourned to the 16th inst., and the members
betook themselves to the library.

REVIEWS.

———————

A Guids to the Examination of the Urine in Health
and Discases, for the Use of Students. By
Arrrep Marxwick, Burgeon to the Western
German Dispensary, &oc. London: John
Churchill, Princes-street, Soho, 1847. Pp. 166.

Mr. Markwick is well known to the ers of

the Medical Times as the translator of various

interesting on Diabetes, &c., from the

French, He has also contributed still further

wEnglishmediullitentum by a translation of

“Bell's Eesay on Diabetes,”” which received

from the press high encomiums. The present

work on the urinary secretion is intended for the
use of students, that they may be furnished with

8 pocket companion, useful to them while prose-

euting their hospital studies. Pathology is a

most mportant branch of profeseional studies,

and chemical science has done good service in
the solution of nany problems which,

%0 within a very short time, were considered

incapable of demonstration.

The n.mug secretion is one of the most
im| t in the animal economy ; and chemieal
smowphen have taken no small pains to eluci-

some of the mysteries connected with its
formation, and the changes which it undergoes.

From the remotest antiquity, physicians directed

‘their attention to the urine, and endeavoured
to draw certain conclusions, according as it pre-
sented different appearances. As far back as
the time of Hip tes it was used as a criterion
by which to judge whether a disease would be
severe or mild in its character—long or short in
its duration. It is not to be , however,
that the ancients possessed any scientific know-
ledge, in reference to its constituent mciples;
appearances, with them, were everything; and
with this little help they managed to make
some very correct diagnoses of internal maladies.
Rouelle, in the seventeenth century, appears to
Shything ko, selentine” soouracy. and to him
an; g like scientific a , and to hi
must be accorded the merit of having discovered

_urea in it. The researches of Scheele did not go
unre ; and Wollaston made such p:

‘a8 to be able te give an accurate account of the

‘various us deposits. Cruikshank ex-

amined healthy and diabetic urine, in which

latter he discovered sugar, Within the last few
, however, the most important advances
ve been made, and since a new impulse has been

iven to chemistry, this science has really become
handmaid of medicine. Y

dred and sixt ey the. Bost sl et
an y paragraphs, the first sixty-six o
which embrace the &roperties and compo?iﬁon of
healthy urine, and the various modifications it is
liable to undergo, both in health and disease; the
mmni:.i;x‘inum describe the mode of analyzi
it. H y vrine of adults is described as a lim;ﬁ
uid, of a colour varying from an amber to a
owish brown ; of a temperature ing from
© t0 100° F.; of a m‘ﬂi" odour, liagle, how-
ever, to alteration certain articles of food.

The colour depends in a great measure on the
degree of concentration of the secretion. It isalso
modified by particular states of the system, by
certain articles of food, and some medicines : thuy
in febrile affections it is deep coloured; in nervous
complaints, pale ; in bilious disorders, yellowish,
or of a dirty brown. Proutand Simon have also
met with instances in which it was of adark
blue, owing to the presence of indigo, which,
in all probability, had become gencrated
in the system. Pus, blood, and bile alter
its colour, Dr. Prout is of opinion that the
colour of the urine is due to the pre-
sence of two colouring principles—one closeli
allied to lithic acid and lithate of ammonia, an
gives them their yellow colour; and the other to
some modification of the colouring matter of the
bile; and he believes both to be intimately con-
nected one with the other, from the circum-
stance that lithic acid and the biliary-colourin
principle are similarly affected by nitric acid.
A discrepanc{ of opinion exists respectini the
pigment which gives to the urine and its lithic
deposits that feculiar rose and purple tint in
certain cases of derangement of the portal circu-
lation. Scherer considers the colouring matter
of urine allied to both that of the blood and
bile; that it is formed from the hematin of
arterial blood, and that its formation is ana-
logous to that of the urea and lithic acid. The
excess of this matter in the urine may be con-
sidered as an evidence of the kidneys performing
a compensating function for the lungs ahd liver.
{Aho m;:x-nitrogenixeld diet likewise
ugh not in equal proportions, the
carbon and hydro i :

hours
averages between thirty and forty ounces; itis,
however, influenced by various circumstances.
The transparency of healthy urine is affected
when its proper relative proportions are altered,
or when it contains foreign matter, There is
what is called a pellicle, a cloud, and a sediment,
Its consistence varies with its density, and with
the presence of foreign matters. Thus, the

ter the specific gravity, the more consistent
the wurine. e specific gravity is subject to
much variation—1+020 is, however, about the
correct average. It also differs accordingto the
specimen of urine examined—whether ed
on mmi in the morning, or excreted after
copious liquid potations, or voided after a meal.
Hence the division of the urine into three dif-
erent kinds :—1, The URINA 8ANGUINIS, the urine
of the blood, or morning urine ; 2. The vriNA
rorus ; and 3. The urINA cmYLI, or of digestion.

Dr. Schweig states that there is a constant
rate of increase and decrease in the density of
the urine throughout the day; and that the
specific gravity of the night urine passes through
certain limits in a cycle of six days, attaining a
maximum twice in that period; four of these
cycles occur in each lunar month, the night pre-
viously to the new moon being counted as the
second day of one of the eycles.

In consequence of this variation in the density
of urine, it is necessary, for the sake of accuracy,
that the whole urine evacuated in twenty-four
hours should be collected, when it is to be ex-
amined ; then to ascertain the quantity of its
watery portion ; and afterwards to examine its
temperature, for Simon found that urine of
:ipeciﬂc gravity 102075, at 69° F., became re-

uced to 1019'85 when the temperature was
increased to 64°, and increased to 102146 when
it was lowered to 53° F.

Becquerel's analyses of urine, corrected by Dr.
Prout, is generally considered as correct in this
country, and is as follows :—(See Table).

Lehmann states the average amount of solid
ingredients to be as follows :—

After a mixed diet ........ 1:047-000
,» 8n animal diet........ 1-349°898
s & vegetable diet ...... 914541
,» & mnon-nitrogenous diet. °*643'466

Its solid contents, however, become greatly
diminished in debilitated states of the system,
and :;m the blood corpuscles are decreased in
number.

—
Urinein | Composi-
twenty -four| tion of
hours. 1000 parts.
Quantity of Urine....ccoeensroses 35- fid. oz.| 1000
Specific gravity...... . 1:020 —
Gpenenl %:n- ’Wuur.. . ..|14807 gra. 967
position .. { SBolid matters .| 500 38
(e e———— -
..|14807 967
V| medbe | 14e
. . 190 468
Organiec (Lactic acid
matters | Lactate ammonia
insepara- { Colouring matters 146°467 10-167
ble from | Extractive matters
Fe‘.eh other \ Muriate ammonia
xe
salts in- ) Chlorides gmo
povabla ) phates | Potasn ¢ (U434 |(b) 81
at red Sugplntu Maguesia
heat,
\ 1531000 | 1000000

COMPOSITION OF THE ENTIRE QUANTITY OF FIXED
SALTS VOIDED IN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS.

(a) Fixed salts voided in
twenty-four hours.

(b) Fixed salts in 1000
parts.

Chlorine..ceeseeees. 904! Chlorine ccoceeee
Sulphwric acid ...... 1539 Sulphuricacid ..
Fhosphoric acid .... 573| Phosphorioacid .... 338
gomh ...... ceseeees 2340 g:;uh.... srecees .ee V39
oda L

Lime } ...... ve T099| Lime } ceassess 4638
Maguesia Magnesia

xu-u!l 8137

Urea enters more largely than any other sub-
stance into the composition of the urine. It is
described by Dr. Prout as assuming the form of
four-sided, prismatic, colourless, transparent
crystals, of a pearly lustre, which leave & sense
of coldness on the tongue like nitre. It has a
faint and uliar, but not wurinous, smell; is
neither acid nor alkaline; undergoes no change
on exposure to ait, except in very damp weather,
when it slightly deliquesces;, but does not seem
to be decomposed, Mixed with salts containing
water of crystallization, it separates the latter.
It has also the singular property of altering the
crystallization of particular salts. Urea has no
neutralizing power, but combines with acids,
especially the nitric and oxalic. Its formula is
Cs O2 Ht No. Hence it will be seen to represent
either one atom of cyanogen, two of water, and
one of amidogen, or two atoms of carbomic oxide
and two of amjglogen; so that we readily see how
cyanate and carbonate of ammonia and oxalic
acid are formed in the urine; for, by abstracting
one equivalent of water from one of urea, we have
the composition of one atom of cyanste of am-
monia ; and if we add two equivalents of water to
one of urea, we have the composition either of
two atoms of carbonate of ammonia, or of one
equivalent of oxalic acid, two of ammonia, and
one of oxygen.

The conversion of urea into carbonate of am-
monia occurs much more rapidly in warm
cold weather, and also when the urine contains
a good deal of mucus; but it is necessary that
oxygen should have free access to the fluid. The
metamorphosis is very apt to take place in cer-
tain forms of mental derangemenf.. The quan-
tity of urea in the urine is greatly affected by
diet and disease, it being increased. or diminished
appare::lg in a direct ratio with the globules of
the blood. It seems to be gen from the
gelatinous tissues during the destructive stage
of the secondary assimilating processes. Uric or
lithic acid is another important constituent of
urine ; i;::rfn z;leit.her taste ngr smell, l:::s’ when

ure, is ectly white, and crystalli gene-
?ally in rhomeid scales. It is converted by
heat into hydrocyanic acid, urea, carbonate of
ammonia, and an empyreumatic oil, Its formula
is Clo N4 H+ O8. It is subjectto changes, which
produce various new products, When it exista
in excess in the urine, it either becomes deposited
as the urine cools, or on the addition of an acid.
The natural acidity of healthy urine has lately
been accounted for by Liebig and Bird, by the
uric and hippuric acids acting,on; the-alkaline

/
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phosphates, and either setting free a portion of
these acids or converting them into acid salts.
In the urine, also, is formed hippuric acid, ex~
tractive matters, mucus, &ec.

In ing of the process by which the nature
of the different natural and unnatural urinary
constituents can be ascertained, the author re-
marks, * We should begin by making ourselves

uainted with the colour, odour, transparency,
and consistency of the urine, and then with its
density, and chemical reaction on test paper.
By its colowr we judge, first, of its degree of con-
centration or dilution, and, consequently, of the

amount of solid ingredients; secondly, of the.

presence of certain foreign matters; and tAirdly,

of certain morbid states of, the system. By its-

odowr ‘we not only ascertain whether decom-
position has taken place, or whether some foreign
odoriferous principles are present, but we are
also enabled to suspect the existence of certain
diseases. By a deviation its natural trans-
porency, we discover either that some of its
natural constituents are in excess; that it con-
tains some abnormal element ; or that some
change has taken place in it by decomposition.
By an increase in ils consistence we detect the pre-
sence of mucus, pus, albumen, sugar, and even,
in some cases, of oxalate of lime, By its density
‘and guantity we are not only enabled to ascertain
the amount of solid matters present in a given
specimen, and the quantity excreted in a certain
time, but are also led to infer either that certain
elements are diminishéd or in excess, or that
some abnormal ingredient is present, or even the
existence of some particular malady. Lastly, by
its acid, neutral, or Mth ine re:cft:ohn, ohn‘;;orma
suspicions respecting the cause of the c in its
colour, odour, transparency, and consistence be-
comein a measure confirmed.”

To ascertain the chemical reaction of the urine,
blue or red litmus.paper should be employed.
The density may be obtained in two ways: either
with the specific-gravity bottle, which is the

-most correct ; or with, what is more commonly
.used, the urinomgter—an instrument consisting
of & stem graduated from 0 to 60°, and two bulbs,
_the lower one being partially or quite filled with
mercury, in order to increase the weight of the
instrument—a cylindrical glass vessel—in which
the urine to be examined is to be placed. In
using it all that is required to be done is to place
itin the urine contained in the glass, and then
to carefully note the figure corresponding to the
surface of the fluid, which will E:the density
of the latter. In estimating the specific gravity
it is nedessary for the uriné to be perfectly clear

. and free from impurities, ’
.The chemical processes recommended are
simple, yet scientifio ; and the work will be very
to the medical alumni for whom it is in-
tg.xded, and not to them only, but to those prac-
titioners in the country who have not had those
portunities of cultivating chemical pathology
ich their more favoured brethren of the me-

tropolis enjoy.
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THE POOR-LAW CONVENTION.
TrER= have been three meetings of the commit-
tee during the last fortnight. The attendance
was full, and tho interest in the subject exhi-
bited by each gentleman was cheering in the
extreme. Dr. Burton attended from Walsall on
one of the occasions, and occupied the chair.
01} the other occasions the chairmen were Mr,
Clifton and Dr. Hodgkin, The latter gentleman
has been chosen perpetual chairman of the com-
mittee, with Mr, Martin, of Reigate, as vice-
chairman,

During the last two meetings several gentlemen
have been added to the committee : among them
are Messrs. Smith, 8t. Mary Cray; Mr. Boulger,
Bletchlingly ; Mr. Bottomley, Croydon; Mr.
Vallance, Stratford ; Mr. Byles, Hackney-road ;
Dr. Barnett, Limehouse ; and Mr. Lobb, Alders-
gate-street—all union medical officers, Several
communications were read from union surgeons
in the provinces—all of a very interesting cha-
character ; and the treasurer, among several sub-
scriptions of smaller amount, announced the
receipt of £10 from R. R. Pennington, Esq., of
Cavendish-square, the venerable president of the
National Institute.

The committee oh more than onme occasion,
and by more than one vote, expressed their de-
sire of securing the services, as members, of
Messrs. Bird and Ancell. But these gentlemen,
while expressing their warm interest in the cause
of the committee, ha ve found themselves obliged,
by other engagements, to decline the additional
responsibility.

The subjects which have principally occupied
the attention of the committee during its last two
sittings have been the ascertaining the names
and addresses of all union surgeons ; the prepara-
tion of documents, to be submitted to them as to
the objects of the committee, with printed forms,
to be filled up, on the statistics of poor-law medi-
cal relief; and thirdly, the making arrangements
for communicating with the different corporate
bodies, and with the Government, on the griev-
ances of poor-law surgeons.

MEDICAL REFORM.

Tre mutual charges by Lincoln’s-inn and St.
Andrew’s of the utter worthlessness of each
other’s examinations offer strong proof, from a
new quarter, of the necessity of speedy and
effective legislation. The diploma of St. An-
drew's, says Mr. Lawrence, is no evidence of
professional competency : yet it is proved by Dr.
Reid to be twenty per cent. better than the
diploma of the English College of Surgeons! It
is infamous, and a public cruelty, says the
amiable and consistent ex-President, to tolerate
the practice of a St. Andrew’s graduate. What is
it, then, responds Dr, Reid, to legalize the doings
of practitioners who are every way so inferior ?

It would be charitable, as indeed it is natural,
to fancy that there is something extravagant in
these mutual recriminations. For a little temper
in Dr. Reid there were sufficient provocatives ;
and the early associations of Mr. Wm. Lawrence
would have been plainly impossible if there had
been that sort of stuff in his composition which
could allow him to treat a rival establishment
with gentlemanly fairness and good feeling. But,
with every disposition to abate from the intensity
of their mutual censures, we are compelled to
bow down to the evidence of facts, to the extent
even of accepting the ex-President in his new
character of an unimpeachable authority, There
is, unfortunately, very little doubt that the diplo-
mas are as bad as they have been represented ;
and the greater regret remains—that what is true
of these two institutions is true of several others.
‘We must not disguise the truth from ourselves :
the doctor-making of this empire is a money-
making speculation in the hands of a few private
individuals. The want of funds among the ex-
aminers decides the number of doctors admitted
to the public. There are a great many establish-
ments to be kept up : a great many examiners to
be paid : and a fierce rivalry to be fought against:

is it wonderful then, that without legal check or

surveillance, men become surgeons and phy-
sicians who are unacquainted with the very
elements of their own language?® or that ths
pastrycook of one Twelfth Night is the surgeon
of the next? or that our great metropolitan Col-
lege, reduced to straits by bad legislation,
becomes twenty per cent. worse in its admis-
sions than even the University of 8¢. Andrew’s?

Now, this is the state of things that wants
alteration. No profession can exist under so
baneful a regime. If there be a spirit of trade
and huckstering among the corporations, that
spirit will inevitably descend upon' the mem-
bers. The vile mammon competition of the Cbl-
leges begets a viler mammon competition' among
practitioners, and by a most natural parentage:
for, unquestionably, if the sanctum sanctorsm of
the most sacred of professions be turned into a
den of mercenary adventurers, where worth is
sneered at and genius laughed to scorn, the
outer courts will not fail to be filled with men
imbued with the pernicious influence, using
science as hypocrites do virtue, and, in the guise
of humanity's apostles, playing mischief’s most
active missionaries.

THE MODEST COLLEGE IN PALL.
MALL.

* Mellora speramus ; crescit sub pondere virtus.” '

Ir we were to believe the testimony of the officers
of the English College of Physicians, who were
examined before the Select Parliamentary Com-
mittee on the Medical Registration Bill, we
should arrive at the conclusion, that it is the
best medical institution that was ever incorpo-
rated, and had connected with it the best men
that ever engaged in the practice of the healing
art. Moreover, the melancholy conviction would
be forced on our minds that this peerless eollege
has been 8o neglected by successive governiesits
as to leave it without the power of enforcing
those regulations which have been promulgated
for the good of the profession and the especial
advantage of the College funds, It is rather a
gingular circumstance, however, that, while the
corporation has appeared such a perfect beauty
in the eyes of those who belong to her household,
the general opinion in reference to her is,
that she is in nothing better than a decrepit old
woman, so tight-laced as to be very stiff in all
her movements, and bedizened with very showy
ornaments, which, instead of being diamonds of
the first water, are only paste. Grey hairs, they
say, are always honourable, and the old lady’s
knowledge-box having been considerably frosted
by time, we_suppose that to her also must be
accorded those marha of respect due to length of
days. .

The recent exhibitions of vanity, however, in
the old lass, brings to remembrance her sins, and
they range themselves under those two divisions
which theologians have pointed out as including
all the aberrations of mind and conduct in the
sons of men, Our charity prevents us now from
specifying the several items contained in the two
long, black catalogues, to which reference has
just been made ; and we shall only select a few
of those * sins of commission” which have
been wantonly committed against general prac-
titioners. The College has manifested towards
these, on all occasions, the most ineffable con-
tempt, denominating them an * inferior grade,”
whose social position, general education, and
profeseional skill utterly disqualify them from
being placed for a moment in the same rank with
its own members. The bold corporation has,
with brazen effrontery, declared before the
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British House of Commons that the surgeons of
Bogland, practising the three branches of medi-
cine, ave utterly guiltless of having perpetrated
soything, at any time, in the shape of profes-
sional literature, and that this has only been
doye by those who are medical or surgical *‘puri-
tang.”’ “There are,” said one of the College
sepresentatives, ‘‘a certain proportion of clever
men (among the general practitioners) who
avail themselves of their opportunities of obser-
yation, pnd afterwards become able practitioners ;
put you do not find that they are the men who add
30 the science of their profession, however skilful
they may be in the treatment of disease. You do
not find that advances in sciencearemade by these
mea.” The worthy gentleman who made this
statement must have been accommodated at the
moment with a very short memory, not to haye
called to mind the names of some men who
flourished within the last century as general prac-
titioners only, who have enriched science and
hlessed mankind by their discoveries. It is the
practice, we know, of this cunning old College
to endeavour to kidnap from the ¢“lowest grade”’
any who may have made brilliant discoveries in
the healing art, to dub them with the title of
M.D., to immerse their heads in trencher caps,
to hang upon their shoulders black gowns,
snd then to publish in the College lists the
. games of such individuals as fellows or members
af the corporation. The crazy foundations of
the institution would long ere this have let down
the superstructure if there had not been fastened
in some lively stones taken from amongst that
very body which the College functionaries af-
feated to treat with 20 much contempt before the
Hoyse of Commons. There were men there,
however, not so easily to be imposed upon as
might have been expected, and who, seeing
through the crafty attempt at corporate decep-
tign, would not have a higher opinion of the
hrotherhond by the effort made to elevate it
upon the shoulders of ‘ Apathecaries.” Some
malicioys infidels, we are told, two centuries ago,
would believe none Protestants but those who
wore little bands and cropped hair; and the Pall-
pall corporation would have it understood that,
without its academic gown and cap, none are
oanbln of scientifically treating disease or of
wriling a respectable medical work.

Scarcely, indeed, is this to be wondered at, if,
a8 the College stated through its repregenta-
tives, the unincorporated general practitioners
are sp inferior in point of education, professional
snd general, to the members of the Physicians’
Cerporation, Dr, Burrows said, * The body of
physicians is but a small body; they are most of
them men who commenced their profession at a
mature age, having gone through an extended
education. They are submitted to protracted
examinations before they are admitted as mem-
bers of the College. At the present moment there
are yery few who enter into practice in this me-
tropolis who have not continued their studies
Wp to six or seven and twenty years of age;
they continue their education at hospitals
qr the public institutions for six, or seven, or
eight years ; they expect, at the end of that time,
to be able to take a certain position in the pro-
feesion and in society. I should think it is very
difficult to appreciate the great advantages
which result to society from there being an
order of men in the profession who have had an
¢dueation with the members of other learned
professions ; from a certain class of the medical
profession having been educated with the gentry
of the country, and having thereby acquired a

tone of feeling which is very beneficial to the
profession as 8 whole, and which is reflected
from those who have had the good fortune to
have enjoyed those advantages, upon others
who come in contact with them in professional
intercourse in after life.”” And how, we ask,
does it come to pass that these advantages are
confined to a few favoured individuals, and not
extended to the whole medical commonwealth ?
If a university education carries with it a power
of influencing rightly the morals of the whole
profession, why is it that any of its members are
so trammelled, as to be unable, without an extra
expenditure of time and money, to be made par-

takers of the same? To the disgrace of the Col-.

lege of Physicians be it said, that, through the
influence which it has exerted in former times
with the Executive, the youth destined to prac-
tise the three branches of the medical art are
compelled to pass the first years of their pro-
fessional life in the bonds of a lengthened
apprenticeship, instead of being permitted to
pursue their studies in those seats of learning
where they would come in contact with the
¢ gentry of the country.” Last week we ex-
posed the double dealing of the College, which eo_
mutilated the Apothecaries’ Act of 1815 as to
prevent it effecting all that good for the profes-
sion which it would have done if the bill first
proposed had been passed into a law. Let Dr.
Burrows and his fellows, if they possess that
high moral feeling of which they boast, come
forward immediately as advocates for the en-
franchisement of those whom they have charged
with being men of inferior education to them-
selves, or for ever after hold their peace upon
the subject of morality.

But, while it may be admitted that the College
of Physicians requires of the candidates for its
diploma a better general education than what the
surgeon-apothecaries usually possess, we cannot
allow that their professional education is at all
inferior to that which is demanded by the College
for its future members to undergo. Looking over
the regulations of the College, we find that the
medical education of those who seek the licence
must comprise anatomy, the theory and practice
of medicine, forensic medicine, chemistry, ma-
teria medica, natural history (principally botany),
midwifery, and the principles of surgery, and
must extend over the period of five years. Prac-
tical medicine must be studied for three years in
a hospital containing at least 100 beds, and
having a complete staff of physicians and sur-
geons. What more have we here than that
which is required by the Society of Apothecaries
of those who intend to become ¢andidates for
their licence? Men may pride themselves of
their connection with Oxford and Cambridge,
but, as medical schools, they are admitted by
those who are capable of judging as possessing
slender means of imparting instruction. Dr.
Burrows spoke of Cambridge as being his alma
mater ; and doubtless he enjoyed wonderful op,
portunities of acquiring professional knowledge
in the classic halls of Downing College and the
sick wards of Addenbrook Hospital. This latter
institution possesses the unspeakable advantage
of having rather more than eighty beds for the
accommodation of patients, is adorned with g
nice green plat in front, and is separated from
the street by a narrow ditch filled with turbid
water. We have no room at present to enlarge
upon the merits of this university as a medical
school, but will with pleasure on some future oc.
casion, if the officers of the College of Physiciang
should wish us; and it would then be scen that,

if young physicians did not become pilgrims
in search of knowledge, the ¢ inferior grade™
would certainly be their masters in the sick-
chamber.

Itis a most unfortunate circumstance for the
ancient corporation in Pall-mall, that, while it
has endeavoured to impress upen the public the
superior wisdom of those who are taken under
its patronage, there have been individuals from
time immemorial who have looked upon the
College as neither endowed with constitutional
perfection nor professional superiority. We have
a curious book, written by ons Dr. Gideon Harx-
vey, physician in ordinary to his Majesty, and

ublished in the year 1686, entitled *The Oon-
clave of Physicians,” &c. In reference to this
“Conclave” he says, that it is * the eldest
quack synagogue, consisting of a physic-pope or
patriarch, and a competent number of medical
cardinals, who, being grown ancient, covetous,
and, through forgetfulness, ignorant, are to
govern the rest; and whenever they are com-
sulted they are to impose upon the juniors their
pretended long experience, which they are to
embrace with the same implicit faith as the
Turks do their Alcoran. But, if refractory,
they are to be convened before &2 Consiglio picole,
which is their purgatgry, whence they may be
received again into the bosom of the conclave;
but, if afterwards they prove incarrigible, then
the whale conclave sits upon them (which is their
inquisition), and there they are damned, and ut-
terly expelled without redemption. Thus in my
time I have known several poor wretches damned,
going about streets like dogs without tails.
Against those who refuse being admitted into
their conclave they send forth their bulls and
anathemas, declaring them mountebanks, quacks,
chemists, barbers, ignorants, &c.; and, if such
should at any time have a patient die under their
hands of an incurable {isease, they thunder out
he killed the patient, poisoned him, applied
wrong medicines, and the like.” Now, these
are the declarations of a court physician in re-
ference to his own fraternity, and we may learn
from them that the corporation was guilty of
endeavouring to excite the admiration of the
public, on its behalf, by scandalizing individuals
who did not acknowledge its authority.
Comparing the statements of the College
functionaries in reference to general practitioners
with the regulation which proposes to admit
them to examination after forty years of age, we
cannot help thinking that such a clause was
never intended to accomplish all that which
appears on the face of it. The examiners, from
the power given them to examine either in Latin
orEnglish, evidently possess the means of reject-
ing at will very many candidates. Few men,
who have been in practice some fifteen or twenty
years, would retain sufficient knowledge of a
dead language to converse in it without sharp
grinding prior to examination, It would appear
far more liberal if the candidate had the option
of being examined either in Latin or-English ;
not for the examiners to decide in which
language the questions shall be asked and
answered. A knowledge of disease ought cer-
tainly to be more highly esteemed than the
ancient Roman tongue, and hard-earned ex-
perience than the hard words of the Father of
Physic.

Let the general practitioners see, from the
statements of the officers of the College of
Physicians before the select committee of the
House of Commons, how earnest certain parties
are to deprecinte their worth, and to make them
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subservient to their own pnrposes. Let them, in
self-defence, seek an incorporation for them.
selves; and let the first efforts of the New
College be directed to the great subject of
education. Inthe mean time the aristocratic old
body of Pall-mall mustbe carefully watched, so
that they may have no opportunity of making
brass pass current for gold, or mere paste for
genuine diamonds.

THE S8CIENCE OF METEOROLOGY, AND
ITS BEARING UPON THE PUBLIC
HEALTH.

¢ Nec frustra signorum obitus speculamur et orius,
Temporibusque parem diversis quatuor apnum,”
ViRa.
A p1scovERY of the causes which give rise to the

various diseases invading the human frame will
always aid the intelligent medical practitioner
in their treatment, and in devising means to
accomplish their extirpation. Within the last
few yoars much has been done to improve the
health of the people, while much remains to be
acoomplished in order to effeetually secure to the
population a freedom from those diseases which
xesult from causes over which control can be ex-
ercised. The Government has done well in
ascertaining, so far as circumstances will admit,
the asnitary condition of the people; and the
members of the medical profession have acted in
their usual enlightened and liberal spirit by
rendering all the assistance in their power
that correct returns may be made of the amount
of disease existing amongst the people, and of the
sauses of ity.

We adverted last week to the quarterly return

of the Registrar-General, and the document is
worthy the attention of all medical men. During
the last three mouths, we dearn from it thas there
were 1948 deathi less than the corresponding
quarter of 1846, though the average amount of
mortality still remains very high, That the
state of the weather has much to do with the
health of the people, there can be no doubt;
hence there is very properly appended to the
¢ return’’ remarks on the weather during the last
quarter, by James Glaisher, Eaq., of the Royal
Observatory, Greenwich. The profession has
scarcely devoted sufficient attention, we think, to
atmospherical vicissitudes 8s influencing disease,
in consequence, doubtless, of the zeal with
which they have been animated in putting down
. the nuisances of large towns. These are evils, it
is true, which call for immediate abolition, but
we hope that, at the same time, the science of
meteorology will be cultivated with an amount of
diligence which so important a subject demands.
The observations of scientific men, in various
parts of the kingdom, cannot fail of advancing the
science, and there is every reason to hope that,
as knowledge is increased, good will result to the
people.

Mr. Glaisher's report says—* The deprossion
of temperature delow the average, which took
Place from the 7th of June to the end of the
month, continued till the 4th of July. On the
5th a period of hot weather set in, and from this
time to the end of the month the ayerage daily
temperature was, with very slight exceptions,
above that of the season. The daily temperature
during the first and last weeks of August was g¢
or below the average, and above the average
during the remainder of the month. The month
of September was cold, the temperature being
nearly every day thronghout the month beow
that of the season. The mean temperature of
July at Greenwich was 8474, which is 0°9 above

that of 18468 ; 598 above that of 1845; 4°0 gbove
that of 1844 ; 4°5 above that of 1843; 5°2 above
that of 1842; 7°6 adove that of 1841; and 4°6
above the average of those six years. The mean
temperature of August at Greenwich was 52°1,
which is 1°1 above the average for the six pre-
ceding years. The mean temperature for Sep-
tember at Greenwich was 52°3, which is 3°1
below the average of the six preceding years. The
low temperature of this month is very remark-
able. The mean temperature of the quarter at
Greenwich was 680°6, which is 1°9 above that for

1844 ; 3°7 above that for 1845 ; 2°0 below that for;

1846 and 1°4 adove the average for the quarter
for the six preceding years. The mean tempera-
ture of evaporation for the quarter at Greenwich
was 67°0, which is 2°1 above that for 1844; 2°7
abave that for 1845; and 1°9 below that for 1846.
The mean temperature of the dew-point for the
quarter was 54°1, which is 0°7 abdove that for
1844 ; 1°9 above that for 1845; 2°2 below that for
1848 ; and very nearly the same as the average
for the six preceding years, The mean weight
of water in a cubic foot of air for the quarter was
4'8 grains, which is 0°1 grain less than the
average for the six preceding years. The addi-
tional weight of water required to saturate a
cubic foot of air was 1'1 grain; the average for
the six preceding years was 1'0 grain. The
mean degree of humidity of the atmosphere
for the quarter was 0:814, which is very
nearly the average value, as deduced from
the six preceding years, The mean elastic
force of vapour for the quarter was 0°429
inches, which is nearly the average for the six
preceding years. The average weight of a cubic
foot of air under the sverage temperature, hu-
midity, and pressure, was 527 grains, and the
average weight for the six preceding years was
626 grains. The rain fallen at Greenwich
within the quarter was 4°7 inches in depth;
this quantity is about one half of the wusual
amount collected, The horizontal movement of
the air was about 840 miles weekly, being some-
what less than the average amount. The tem-
perature of the Thames water was 65°2 by day,
and 62°9 by night. The water on an average
was 3°5 warmer than the air. The highest and
lowest readings of the thermometer in air at
the height of four feet above the ground, and
protected as much as possible from the effects of
radiation and rain, were 86°0 and 38°5, as taken
from the two-hourly observations ; those read-
ings, therefore, are not the true maximum and
minimum readings, unless such happened at the
times of observstion. The average daily range
of the readings of thermometers in air at the
height of four feet was 1895, which is about 29
above the average amount, In July the reading
of the thermometer on grass was below 40° on
five nights; the lowest reading was 36°5. In
August it was below 40° on five nights, and the
lowest reading was 32°. In September it was
below 40° on seventeen nights, on ten of which
it was below 82°, and the lowest reading was
24°, On Sept. 24, an aurora was seen at many
places in the south of England, and particularly
in Cornwall. During the whole of this day the
magnetic instruments at Greenwich were very
much disturbed. The several instruments
changed their positions very frequently, and to
large amounts. At Greenwich several streamers
of the aurora were seen.”

It in a well-ascertained fact, that under certain
conditions of the atmosphere, particular diseases
manifest themselves with especial intensity—
these are of the zymotic class, such as smallpox,

messles, searlating, typhus, influenzs, and cholera.
¢ After cartain intervals of time,” says the re-
port,  in which they are fatal to a smaller or
greater number of persons in different places and
seasons, great multitudes are suddenly ettacked
and destroyed in a given locality; the disease in
this intense form involves the neighbouring popa-
lation, spresds around the whole region, and
sometimes travels over the tracks of human in-
tercourse through the world. Little is known
of the immediate chemical or vital eauses of
epjdemics ; but in given circumstances, where
many are immersed in an atmosphere of deonying
organic matter, some zymotic diseass is im-
variably produced : where there is starvation, it
is most frequently typhus ; cold, influsnza ; heat,
it is cholera, yellow fever, plague. At the mouths
of the Ganges, of the Nile, of the Niger; in Lon-
don, particularly up to the seventeenth cantury; in
camps, in barracks, in ships, in prisons, formerly;
in Ireland, in Liverpool, in all our towns, pow:
the circumstances in which gymotic diseases be-
come epidemic may be witnessed.”

‘We sincerely hope that, while the subject of
sanitary reform is vigorously advoosted, as the
means of promoting the public health, the in-
vestigation of phenomena resulting from cegtein
conditions of the earth and atmosphere will algo
be carried on with vigoyr. Heze are unexplpred
tracts which will amply repay the diligent
secker after truth in this particalar solence ; and
there are good reasons for hoping that, as faots
become known, increased benefit will accrue to
the healing art.

THE ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGI-

CAL SOCIETY.
TrE present sesgion of the Royal Medical and
Chirurgical Society has opened with unusual
éclat. The meeting was the largess and miet
distinguished we have ever witnessed in those
rooms—every hospital seemed to have poured
forth its contingent; and to judge from the en-
comiums which were passed on it by the different
speakers—among others by the President of the
College of Surgeons, Dr. Bright, and others—we
cannot but conclude that the paper of the even-
ing was worthy of the occasion. It was by Mrx, B.
Phillips, F.R.S., and wes entitled * Observations
on the Diagnosis and the Treatment of Intestinal
Obstructions depending on Internal Mechanical
Causes.” It contained an estimate of the com-
parative frequency of such cases ; the difficulties
of diagnosis ; the impossibility in many cases of
ascertaining the cause and the spat of the qb-
struction : ugusl fatal result of ordinary treat-
ment ; aad an elaborate discusgion of the ques-
tion—Are we justified in resorting to surgical
operation for the purpose of procuring relief?
These are the geperal heads of this very excel-
lent and much-commended paper, of which the
proper abstract will be published at the usual
time.

New, a few words as to this gociety, ungnes-
tionably the most prosperous in this metropalis,
for its numbers have doubled in the lsst seven
yeara, It has nothing to feay from any rival, if
it be but true to itself; it numbers among its
fellows all the élite of the profession; and its
library promises to be the best of its kind
in London,

With those attractions, and such meetings
as the last, its popularity mus$ incresse. 8till
the sun has its spots ; and this society is said not
to be free from them, There are complaints of
the exclusionof papers from the * Transactions.”
‘We do not profess to know whether the council
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is right, or the disappointed candidates for ad-
mission; but this we do know, that when the
question of publication is a matter left in doubt
by the refereces, the author of the paper, if a
young man, should have the benefit of the doubt ;
ifan old one and distinguished, he will certainly.
It is often a serious thing to snub a meritorious
young man by returning his paper. Instead of
inducing him to write a better, it often cows
him, and prevents him from further exertion.
Any unjust complaints it may safely disregard ;
but we fear that certain papers, quite worthy of

publication, have been sent back to their authors

with thanks.

STATE OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH IN |

'fle! THIRD QUARTER OF THE YEAR.
The quarterly returns are obtained from 117
districts, subdivided into 582 sub-districts,
Thirty-six districts are in the metropolis, and
the remaining 81 comprise, with some agri-
cultural districts, the principal towns and cities
of England. The popuﬂtion was6,612,800in1841.
The deaths regiatered in this quarter were
}9,479 ; anumber less by1948 than wereregistcred
in the corresponding quarter of 1846 ; but 7007
more than the correcte% average of the September
uarters of 1838—46. Upon the whole thereis a
&iﬁtim rovement in the health of the country.
e relative salubrity of the summer season of

the ten years, 1838—1847, is displayed in the
subjoined table,
1838. | 1839. | 1840, l“l.l lm.lum. 1844, llw. 1846. ! 1847.
tat, 2 Rand e I —_
Dot mpistared In the Beptember Quarters of |34,753 7,817/, 38058 ao.mlac.m s.ml as.mlsl,m 1947
Deaths which would bave been registered if the I
e macianed toom 183 o i ruts of L7 g | 196,320 |
,.“ o! * r 0 »” " '. t) 1] L)
had Incressed from 1858 at the rata of 175 per 36,968) 57,615] 38,973 /38,943130,6:5/ 40,318 41,023 41,74142,478
1838—46 . . . . . . ‘
UNHBALTHY 8RASONS, i
Difference above the calculated number I 349 1,883 .. l 466 9,686| 7,007
HEALTHY SEASONS, | I
Difference below the calculated number .. ..|1,580 | .. . s,ﬁsl .. | 8,673 1,385 4,884 .. P

From the next table of fthe deaths returned in
each quarter since 1838, it will be seen that a
small rise in the mortality took place in the
spring after the mild winter of 1846—that a sud-

den advance occurred in summer—that the
mortality reached the maximum (66,105) in
t!x; dv.nnter of 1847, and has since slowly sub-
side

Drarus ReeusTerep in the Four Quarters of the Eight Years 1839—1846, and Three Quarters
of 1847, in 117 of the DistricTs of ENGLAND and WaLes,

Quarters ending | 1839, | 1840, | 1841. | 1842, | 1843. | 1844, | 1845. | 1846. | 1847.
March .| 42,410 | 46,376 | 46,967 | 44,903 | 43,748 | 46,136 | 40,949 | 43,860 |56,105
June .. ..| 41,244 | 42,074.| 30,133 | 38,569 | 40,343 | 38,077 | 40,847 | 43,734 |51,585
“September 37,317 | 39,498 | 36,058 | 39,409 | 36,953 | 38,033 | 36,139 | 51,427 |49,479
December 41,740 | 44,186 | 39,202 | 39,662 | 42,607 | 44,081 | 39,321 | 63,008
Torar .. |162,711 [172,134 {161,460 | 162,643 | 163,651 | 168,127 {166,256 |192,104

The Mortality of the Distriot of Lewisham, and Sub-district of Hampstead, is included in this
Table throughout.

In London there has been no sign of improve-
ment. 10,987, 12,601, and 13,187 deaths were
in the September quarters of 1845,

1846, and 1847. The deaths in the summer
quarters of the three years from smallpox were
76, 51, and 320; measles, 688, 78, and 621;
scarlatina, 194, 208, and 316; diarrhcea, 449,
1549, and 1196; cholera, 26, 197, and 98;
dysentery, 43, 75, and 143 ; remittent fever, 8,
12, 23 ; hus, 273, 403, and 895; erysipelas,
56, 92, and 126 ; the zymotic class of diseases
ge.onenlly. 2409, 3234, and 4061. The deaths

m diseases of the respiratory organs were
nearly stationary; 1568, 1784, and 1581 persons
died of consumption ; 1111, 977, and 1071 per-
sons of inflammatory and other diseases of the
lungs, Two, three, and sixtcen deaths were
directly ascribed to various kinds of privation in
the three last September quarters. c increase
in the deaths by external violence, which were
342, 403, and 425, may have arisen from ery-
sipelas, and other affections supervening on acci-
dents, in an unusual proportion.

In the first nine weeks of the quarter the mean
temperature of the atmosphere, and of the waters
of the Thames, was above 60°; the mortality in
London from diarrhcea, dysentery, and cholera,
rose from 17 on the first to 188 on the seventh
week of the quarter, and gradually fell to 107 on
the last week. Typhus raged with unusual
virulence. The weekly deaths were never be-
low 50, and in the third week of September 111
persons died of this disease. The weekly average
was 30 for the same quarter of five preceding
years.

The epidemic of fever has been more fatal in
Lancashire than in London. In Manchester,
Salford, and Chorlton, 4154 deaths were regis-
tered from all causes. Diarrheea and fever were

the prevalent diseases. Typhus carries off men”

and women in the prime of life. Diarhea de-
stroys more children, and becomes dangerous to
adults in the form of cholera. The Registrar of
Deansgate, Manchester, says :—

* More children have died in the district
during the last quarter under the age of five
{:ears, than in most other quarters there have

n deaths at all ages. This is an astounding

fact, yet perfectly consistent with prior observa-
tion; if :&l neral mortality be large, the infant
mortality will ever be found to bear its due pro-

portion. and the causes, in such a district as this,
are perfectly obvious. In the calamitous season
just manufactures have been almost at a
stand-still; food has been unattainable by the
poor, for employment they had none; Famine
made her dwelling in their homes, and her at-
tendant horror, Typhus, relentlessly swept his
victims to the grave. During the sickness, which
either terminated in death, or rendered the re-
moval of the poor to the fever hospitals necessary,
their offspring have been neglected and uncared
for; some have sunk under the malady of their
parents—others, deprived of the nourishment
nature had supplied, have pined and wasted
away, the victims of inanition, their glands dis-
eased, and incapable of assimilating the in-
congruous food supplied to them. The disease
of autumn has also done its work fearfully
amongst them, no less than 103 deaths, almost

entirely of children, being recorded from diar-

re —=

rhees, under the drain of which the exhausted
frames of the little sufferers r?idly sunk. In
the close, ill-ventilated, and densely-crowded
rooms where the poor hive together, contagious
disorders make “Sid progress, extending from
one to another, and acquiring increased virulence
from the filth and noisomeness with which they
are nourished.”’

Liverpool, created in haste by commerce—by
men too intent on immediate ; reared with-
out any very tender regard for flesh or blood;
and flourishing, while her working population
was rotting in cellars—has been severely taught
the lesson, that a part of thegopulation-—whe
in cellars or on distant shores—cannot euffer
without involving the whole community in ca-
lamity. In itself one of the unhealthiest towns
of the kingdom, Liverpool has for a year been
the hospital and cemetery of Ireland. The
deaths registered in the four quarters of 1846
were 1934, 2098, 2946, and 2735; in the three
quarters of 1847 ending in September last, 3068,
4809, and 5669! The population of Liverpool
was 223,064 at the last census. It is impossible
to represent more correctly than is done by the
short notes of the registrars, the piteous spectacle
which this great town presented—with the
floating lazarettos on the Mersey—the work-
houses crowded with destitute paupers—the
three 1 ¢ gheds which will hold 300 persons,
nearly full of patients at the present time’’—and
the fever *getting more prevalent among the
upper classes.”’

«¢ Sub-district.—Saint Martin.—Deaths 1026 :
this return shows a fearful increase of mortality
in this district. Fever, diarrhcea, and dysentery,
as in the last quarter, have been the prevailing
diseases, but to a far greater extent. In the
corresponding quarter last year, there were 700
deaths, which was the greatest number ever
registered by me, but the present return shows
an increase on that uar;er 057:126& The de;gu
from fever are 291, diarrheea 174, dysentery )

 Great H . stroet,—Deaths 12633 this
return shows an increase of 183 over the last

uarter. It may be accounted for by the faot,

at the floating fever hospitals have Lsen given
up by the select vestry, and consequently morg

atients are sent to the north fever shed. The
¥ever is now getting more Krevalent in the up
classes in the town, though not of that fatal cha.
racter which has destroyed so meny indigent
Irish. Diarrhcea and dysentery still prevail. .

+ Dale-street.—Deaths 747 : being 57 less than
in the preceding quarter. This may be accounted
for in great measure by the removal of the lower
Irish from the cellars, besides many being sent
back to Ireland by the authorities; otherwise,
the mortality would have been greater than in
the preceding quarter,—Fever cases, 250; diar-
rheea, 1113 entery, 20; smallpox, 16;
measles, 11 ; cholera, 6. .

« Saint Thomas.—Deaths 915 ; which include
301 who died on board the lazarettos on the
river Mersey. Typhus and dysentery have been
the iling diseases. The former is very much
on the decrease, and the district has begun to
assunre & mote healthi)state.

 Mount-pleasant.—Deaths 9566 : including 630
in the workhouse, and 33 at the i ary.
There is attached to the workhouse a large fever
hospital, which will hold about 128 persons ; and
there has also been very recently erected (for the
reception of the Irish paupers) three large
bui‘l!smgs or sheds, which will hold about 300
persons ; also other buildings, all of which are
nearly full of patients at the present time. The
deaths this quarter are 51 less than in the last
qua.rter.—'l'%ere were 324 fatal cases of fever; 18
of dysentery; 73 of diarrheea; and 22 of phthisis
in the workhouse, There have also been 51 fatal
cages of fever in this district, independently of

“those in the above public institutions.

s Islington.—Deaths 524 : the largest quarterly
number I have ever registered, principally to be
attributed to fever, diarrhma, and dysentery;
from fever in July, 38 ; August, 42; Segtembor,
26—106. Diarthees, 78 ; dysentery, 37.”
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. It will require all the energy of the inhabitants
of Liverpool, and the utmost resources of science,
to place the health of the town in a satisfactory
condition,

The mortality remains high in Birmingham,
Dudley, Wolverhampton, Shrewsbury—in m:lir
of the towns of Lancashire—in Leeds, Hull,
York, and Sunderland. The returns from the
other towns of the kingdom present nothing
unusual, the mortality being much the same as
in previous years, This refers to the relative
mortality. e absolute mortality is always
higher by from 10 to 50 per cent. in towns, than

in open country districts. This is illustrated by.

a.comparison of the deaths registered in London
during the last thirteen weeks, and of the deaths
which wonld have happened if the rate of mor-
tality had been the same as in Dorsetshire—one
of the agricultural counties—in which the wages
are low, and in which the condition of the
labourer- is far from what it is degirable that it
should be

MEDICAL ASSISTANTS.

. - [To the Editorof the Medical Times.] °
81»,—Peroeiving by your invaluable and widely-
diroulated journal, that you are indefatigable in vin-
dicating thie character, and in endeavouring to uphold
the rank and respect, of the medical profession, I
beg leave most ruﬁectfnllyw submit to your perusal
a case which is both disgraceful and shameful, and
most unprofessional-like to the parties concerned;
the culars of which are briefly as follows: —
Surgeons T and J ——, who are in co-

tnership, and the ipal practitioners in this
Lol : mf%ang their business, as

m visiti istamt
8 g ass , & young man
taken from behind a n‘gin's eounter, who in his
never saw either College or Hall, and, I may
venture to say, never opened a classical book. Now,
Mr. Editor, this is really painful and highly provokin;
‘to witness, as it is keeping the duly fied an
te assistant out of his legal berth, and I ma
sty taking the dearly-bought and well-earned bre
oat'of his mouth ; jidependent of those facts, it is
absolutely undnmlningb:ud degrading the profegsion
wallow such gzitez‘h ings tbl?"ee;‘) ::to it. Iam
mot surprised that thérespectability of the profession
should be plunged into the wby-oldegmﬂ:;on and
ry il every general practitioner acts in a
manner. You may naturally ask me, what
reason can I n for such a violation of pro-
fessional conduct and respect? It is nimplz‘dm,
because they get him a few pounds cheaper in the
year. I ask you, Bir, should not, in fairness, every
prastitioner recom e and remunerate his assist-
ant according to his labours ? for even scripture tells
uws that every labourer is worthy of his hire, which
is an axiom of naturalas well as of revealed religion;
you wish to be dome by.
golden standard of Christian morality and
homour; but such sordid, parsimonious, and mammon-
loving beings, whom I am most happy to find are the
fewer in number, look not at itin 1g light, but more
in a niggardly point of view. This Tofessional
condust won.k{ not be half so heinous if their me-
dioal practice were on & humble scale, but it is vice
wrsd. - They send him!!! and he has the audacit
to go and attendmidwifery cases asif duly instruct
quliledhinh:.ht art. dl suppoee n;gnuke :'o
doubt, when he scraped together a few pounds,
that he-will set up on his own res bility.

In conclusion, I cannot but add that1 am beginnhn}
fobe fully and thoroughly convinced, from what
have reu{ from time to time in t.Lm admirable

nal, and from self-experience, that the apothe-
caries’ and surgical diplomas are a mere delusion, a
ery, and a snare.
I am, Sir, &e.,

s R LIMERICENCIS.
Bamgley, Yorkshire, Nov. 5.

POOR-LAW SURGEONS.

[To the Editor of the Medical Times.]

-Sn,—The conventionalmesting of Poor-law Union
will tend, by its publicity, to draw the at-

tention of Government to thefact of their inadequate
Temimeration; and also, from the extent of mileage
intowhich the districts are formed, the riding by other
may be altered by dividing it into

smaller apportionments. Bat would it not be also

 operation was completed,

advisable to ascertain the root of all this dissension

in the profession ; the cause of the loss of self-respect |

felt by its members; and the consequent contempt
with which the man of cash regards them > There
nothing but a general unanimity—a union with the
National Institute'of Medicine and Surgery—bywhich
it may be accomplished, and a pressure forward of
the mass to legislative acknowledgment. The whole
of. the mischief is chargeable to the College of
Surgeons not being recognised by the Legislature of
our coun’ry, and leaving it optional to the members
of the profession joining it or not. That has led to
thebickerings, the slanderings with whichyoungmen
who have joined this body have sssailed every private
family they have access to, against men thelr supe-
riors in every respect. This conductnow recolls on
themselves, and in their enmity they will eat the
bread of want sooner than their fellow-labourers
shall earn that of respectability.

I was led to these remarks by what ocourred In
my own neighbourhood last Friday. The Clifton
Union have built & large poorhouse at Stapleton ;
the number of inmates it contains is 673; and the
guardians fixed the sum of £80 per annum for an
attendance at the house twice daily, and providing
medicines, &o. ; moreover, there is a 6d. tollgate
to pass through, which will deduct £9. 2s. 6d. a year
from this salary ; and the distance at which the two
surgeons who offered themselves as candidates for it
live is about three miles from the house.

Mr. Mayor, a gentleman of respectability and
good pnctge: by dint of bowing and scraping, and
bringing up every ez-officio guardian, had a fortunate
majority to accept that which in the discharge of its
duties must be at least a £50 loss. .

That same mala towards each other has
oaused many to fall into the other snare of the
rate-payers—the district clubs at 2s. and 2. 6d.
per head 8 year; and this dispite the distance : for
some are attended, to my knowledge, saven miles from
the surgeon’s house ; and the clubs at the different
parish inns, after the same ratio, are sought and
made bones of contention by the same class of men.
To whataretheyreducing the profession ? Tolearn to
live on & common journeyman’swages. Let us, my
frofmioml brethren, join fellowship, gain a legis-

ative acknowledgment, and then unanimously
throw up every sitvation in the kingdom where a
proper reward is not given for services performed;
and let the salaries at which the appointments shall
be filled be under the control of an appointed com-
mittee of medical men, and that, being npp:oved'l;{
them, gain it who can; and that gentieman that will
not be conformable, let us not acknowledge, assist,
or meet him in consultation. Things arenow at that
pass, that half measures will notdo; and we shall find
that good will to each other will be the finis operis.

J. R. MoNDaY.
Olveston, near Bristol, Nov. 1.

TRIUMPHS OF MODERN SURGERY.

We extract the following surgical cases *of
s 5 importance” from one of the daily
papers].

XTRAORDINARY OPERATIONS UNDER THE IN-
FLUENOE OF ETHRR.—Two cases which have at-
tracted the notice of the medical profession have just
occurred at the Royal Free Hospital, Gray’s-inn-lane.
In both cases disease of the arm existed which re.
quired amputation. In the first the limb was re-
moved above the elbow; in the other case the severe
operation of amputation at the shoulder-joint was
resorted to. The extnord.ina{‘y effects of ether were
manifested in both cases. The name of the first
patient is William Stokes, who became insensible to
pain on the first administration of ether, and ampu-
tation was performed by Mr. Wakley, jun., one of
the surgeons of the hospital. When told that the

the sat.lent expressed the
utmost surprise. The second case (that of Wm.
Russell, a shoemaker) is one of still more striking
importance. The arm was amputated at the shoulder.
joint by Mr. Wakley, jun., in the presence of his
colleagues and several other hospital surgeons, the
patient being insensible to pain, but conscious of
what was going on. This severe operation was com-
pleted in the short space of fifty seeonds. Both
glmenu are doing well; and the cases furnish ad-
itional evidence of the value of- the inhalation of
ether before the performance of painful operations.

This is only one of several such statements
that have met the public’s eye from the same
quarter. Are we, for the future, to look on such
advertisements as an ordinary and legitimate ap-
pendage to (Free) Hospital surgeonships }—Ep, ]

—a—eee

GOSSIP OF THE WEEK.

‘Waz-orrior, Nov. 5.—38th Foot: Surgeon
Proderick Foaker, from the 97th Foot, to be
Surgeon, vice M'Illree, who exchanges.—97th
Foot: Surgeon John Drope M'Illree, from the
38th Foot, to be Surgeon, vice Foaker, who ex-
changes,

Navar APPOINTMETNS, ~ Surgeons: John
Clarke, to the Meander; John Stirling, to the
Terrible.-—Ani;tmz-Surgeom: Ww. H‘lg’emou.
M.D., from the Albion, to the Vanguard, vice
E. Elliott, to the Albion; John C. Austen, to
the Petrel; W, H, Fitﬁttrick, to the Se H
John Simpson, to the Meander; W, M ,
to the Blazer ; W, Cook, to the Caledonia ; John
B. Ricardo, to the Victory.

Ro‘:g CorLzar or Surorons.—Gentlemen

F. H. Wardlesworth, G, C. Hyde, H. J. Hinx-
man, A. J. Payne, R. Jones, C, A, Dalgairns,
8. Jones, and G. C, Phillipe.

Tus CHoLERA.—The aocounts from Russia re-
lative to the cholera are somewhat con 3
butthegenanlimmion seemed to be thatit
was decreasing. m Sept. 24, it is stated that
no new case had occurred in the

epi considera
also at Waronesch, Up to Sept. 21, 3558
of that town had felt its rage, and 1437 had
fallen victims to it. In the provinoe of Tambow
the cholera morbus had been slightly felt, At
Kasan, up to Sept. 28, there
and twenty deaths, Th
hnirx:;oken out anew in Persia is confirmed.
by official reports. raging with .
violence at Hoja and at Tabris, and was ad--
vmcinﬁizowdl the provinees of Turkey in Asia.
erlin a .

e s ke
t appears erhment iven
ing the fatal enemy‘:)y m‘xhry'

ides of stopp
force,uittr:Smdoinlsaz. The plan of

drawing .‘ﬂh‘mﬁm along the frontier is
given up, o but a mare severs execwn-
tion of the slready very severe Prussian qus-
rantine laws is to be adopted.

CHOLERA.— Trebisonde has. & p:{nhm of
40,000 ; 32,000 quitted the suburbs when the re-
port that the cholexa was ssrived ;
out of the 8000 that remained, 3000 were struck.
with the disease, and 1000 sank under it. Great.
eulogies are passed on the andi dls-
interestedness of the two medical men, MM,
Sessy and Bogg; their attendance was unre-
mitf.z:g, without fear of d or fati

Tar Crorera. —The gm‘wcal Gazetts
Prussia pit)xblinhu the following letter of the 17
from St. Petersburg :—* The cholera makes frosh
progress in the two directions which it is follow-
ing in Russis. It has just broken out in the
Governments of Simbirsk, Kasan, Nijuni-Novo-
gto(riod, Riasan, Polr;.wa, and Tamboff. ' Thus far,
it does not appear disposed to spread on the side
gfl’odohnls:tcli Gat.l;::, nudﬂi‘:evenl:&pm to

ave very little intensity in that nei urhood..
In that direction it has an lhov;&ifnlf on one

point—at Ickaterinoslaf, w it traversed the-
Dneiper. Without counting Georgia, Caucasus,.

and the country of the Cossacks of the Black.
Sea, it already reigns in sixteen governments..
O%he gg&: ult, il:h e out at Moscow.”

e in the Augsburg Gazette, dated:
Trieste, Oct, 17 :—% Theugholeu has bro'ken out.
at Perecop, fifty miles from Odesss, but not at.
Odesea; it has entirely disappeared from.
'{.‘Aﬂga.fok and Marcanopel, portaon the Sea of

A Marseilles paFer states that the last news
from Constantinople is the decrease of the cholera.
at Trebisonde.

PoisoNep WraPoxs or 1RE PERUVIAN Inpians,
—Among many Indians, particularly in the
western and northern districts of the gunpa del
?mmegﬂo, the pocuna is 8 weapon much used
in hunting. It is made of a long reed, and
jmeasures eight or ten feet inlength, The arrows
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are not more than two inches long, and are made
of a strong cactus stem. These are generally
poisoned ; but the art of preparing the ingredients
18 little known to Europeans. e elements are
obtained from several plants not yet defined
botanically, among which the apihuasea and
poison capsicum are much resorted to. It is as-
serted, also, by a modern traveller, upon the
suthority of an Indian who has often made the
poidon, that not only the black and poisonous
emmet ( atrato affin),but also the teeth
of the formidable serpent known to the Indians by
the name of minumaru, or jergon (Lachesis picta),
are used for that })\;ane r?Iw wound of the
pbisoned arrow is fatal and rapid : men and large
memmalia dying in four or five minutes after
recelvirig a wound. No antidote has been dis-
covered. '

Frver v Berraer.—We are happy to observe
that the materials of the fever camp, which is now
empty, are to be disposed of by auction on
Thursday, and we are also gratified to learn that
there has been & decrease in the week of fever
and mentery patients of 102. We understand
that the board of guardians of this union imtend

i T of the tents, so that, should
o i

be retamed. Wo leam that the expenditure
rendered essential in order to meet the exigencies
of the epidemic amounts to very nearly £13,000.

Suzercar OreraTION.—We understand that
Henry Ridler, of Newern, near Lydney, a fine

man, whe met with & und disloca-
tion of the ankle-joint on his way from the nomi-
nation: at Dursley by the ing of an

ommibus, has recently undergone amputation of
the limb. J¢t appears he was conveyed to the Glou-
castor Infirmary at the time of the accident, where
he remained for ten weeks with the large bone form-
a‘.ylln.;: ankie expoved cnddnlz;te: His
s begipming to dissatis, im re-
moved hems, and in three ysﬂ:&erwmrds the
gm was performed Mr. Batten, of
eford, and bome with the highest courage
and firmmess by the unfortunate sufferer, who
together & fine spirited young man; and
‘we are giad to lesen tivat he is almost recovered.
~Correspondent of Glowcester Journal.—[There
1oust be something wrong here. The Gloucester
Infirmary is one of the first in the kingdom.
Such statements should not be published without
an explanation.—Eb. }

Professor Serres commenced his course of
léctures * On the Anatomy and Natural History
of Man” ont Saturday, Oct. 30, at half-past ome
o’clock precisely; and he will continue them
every Tuesday and Saturday, at the Amphi-
theatre of Anatomy.

_ The Medieal Society of Bolbec, which was re-
agsembled under the presidency of M. Muet, has

<8

protested strongly against the Government mea-
syre, and declared that it wil adhere firmly to
the acts of the Medieal Congress,

Orrroary.—On the 65th inst., in Gordon-
street, Gordon-square, Robert Richardson, Esg.,
M.D., aged 68.—Mr. Nathan Kennicott, sur-

, of Houghton-le-Spring, in the county of
rarham, died on the 8th inst. of typhus, con-
tracted while discharging his duties as surgeon
to the poor-law union of that place. Here is
another victim added to the fearful catalogue of
professional sacrifices ; another example of a
valued life fatally risked for the advantage of
the many, who fittle appreciate their devotion,.—
On the 28th ult., at Warrington, aged 25, Jolm
Hinde Gandy, of typhus fever, caught in the
digcharge of his duties as house-surgeon to that
dispensary. He had prosecuted his protessional
studies at King’s College, London, with un-
common zeal and assiduity. He was a young
man of great promise, and possessed naturally of
the best of dispositions. His late teachers and
former fellow-students will grieve over his un-
timely loss; but for those who knew him more
intimately, there will still remain higher and
better consuolations.

"~ MORTALITY TABLE.
For the Week ending Saturday, Nov. 6, 1847.

Average of
Causes of Death. Total. 5
Summers,
ALL CAUBES........[ 1062 1046
SPECIFIED CAUSES...| 1061 |l 1039
Zymotic (or Bpidemic, En-
demic, and Contagious)
Diseases .coevveenne...| 326 211
8PORADIC DISBASES.
Dropsy, Cancer, and other
Diseases of uncertain or
variable Seat ...........] 10§ 104
Diseases of the Brain, Spinat
Marrow, Nerves, and
Senses.....eeeienaiass] 120 157
Diseases of the Lungs, and
of the other Organs of
Respiration .... ......| 281 333
Diseases of the Heart and
Blood-veseels...........| 40 34
Diseases of the S8tomach,
Liver, and other organs
of Digestion ...........| 85 74
‘Discases of the Kidneys, &e.| 17 9
Childbirth, Diseases of the
. Uterus, &e. 13 14
Rheumatism, Diseases of]
the Bones, Joints, &c. ...| 11 7
Diseases of the Skin, Cellu-
lar Tissue, &¢. ..c.c.... 3 2
Old Age..ccoevenenane..| 42 6b -
Viclence, Privation, Coid,
and Intemperance......... 8 29

TO CORRESPONDENTS,

‘ Dr, Breton.”’—The paper in reference to the defunct
riodical is respectfully declined. ** De mortuis nil, nisi
bonum,” is our maxios.

* Benex.”'—We are sorry that 80 many papers which are
considered respectable should admit quack advertise-
ments, as they are decidedly iujurious, not only to the
morals of those who read them, but to the health of those
who are #illy enough te try their nostrums.

* Mr. S8ams.”—The paper duly reached us, but, as the
facts had already app: d in our colu , we did not
consider it necessary again to advert to them.

“ A Reader and Contributor.”—We regret our oo nd-
ent’s disappointment. Were we to publish all the articles
recetved, the Medi. would be increased to double
its present size. A well-written article on the subject
meutioned shall, however, obtain an early fnsertion.

“ Tyro,”’—The mi g/ of the hospital tells sadly
against its usefulness, not ouly to patients but medieal
pupils. The entrance-money would have been 1.id out
to yreater advantage elsewhere.

“ An.Old Reformer.””—We shall not loose sight of the
party and tueir doings. Sound reform has been too long

rilled by the conduct of unprincipled individuals.

¢ Lector, Brighton.”—The case was published about two

months age, 1nd was idered not only singular, but
a8 presenting many points of especiat interest.
“ Medicus.””—The new mode of treating cholera we do not

cousider exactly adapted to our pages; * the theory and
practice” veing too much \?pond to well-known facts.
“ A Country Practitioner.”—There it a course of micro-
scopical demonstrations delivered by Mr. Queekett, in
the theatre of the Royal College of SBurgeons, to which all
members of the Cullege are itted i 1

snd badly-ventilated cottsges. Our correspondent ssys,

“ Withh:y the last three months I have witnessed the sad
effects of a pestilential efuvium (lrllini from a drain
fronting the dwelling) in a family of nine individuals, six
of whom have been under my care for typhus fever; and
though, happily, only one feil & victim, silll the constant
escape of this poi d atmosphere has seriously re!
recovery, and seldom fails in_giving rise to disorders of
& minor character, which will eventually undermine th.t_
constitution, and bring its victimis to a premature grave.
The evils of the club system shall receive an early notice,

« Mr. P. Brady.”—The request shall be attended to.

« N. G.”"—A member of the Edinburgh College can legally
sign a certificate for placing a petient in & lonmtie

asylum.

" M!. Bellamy, Hammersmith.”—We shall be glad of the

papers, and will attend to the requests made, R

“ Aﬁmbﬂ of the Institute,”—We cannot say what is
the exast state mfl‘iu“ fands. We believe they are ina
flourishing condition.

“A Poor-lfw Guardian.”—The communication is insd-
migsible, reflecting, as it does, on the character of the
poor-law medical attendant, who is_evidently very badly
paid, and very -curvilz treated. We would advise our
correspondent to exhibit a better spirit, and a greater
anxiety to do justice.

“T. C. 2 l::ub in.”’—The numbers requested shall be vent
without delay.

. Chem'_;:‘m ” hyad better apply to the Editor of the Pharma-

ceul Times.

¢ A Subscriber to the Medical and Pharmaeeuntical, Crown-
street, Manchester.”’—Our arrang ts are such, that
we hope shortly to publish the proposed course The
other suggestions ined in our corresp s letter
will be attended to.

« Mr. W, 8, Masterman, Wine-office-court, Fleet-street.”—
The communication jn reference to poor-law uniom

surgeons has been received,and will probably be inserted
next week. The movement is progressing advantage-

ously.

“ Mr. {lohn Jackeon, Long Clawson, Melton Mowbray.”—
The communication has come to hand, and, if pguibh.
we will comply with the r , of our P t>

* A Country Subscriber.”—We thiok, that whea & genersl
practitioner is summoned to attend before magistrates to
give evidence in cases where a culprit is senteaced to im-
m::ment, he cannot recover a fee. ftis, indeed, a great

hip to ride many miles, and neglect other daties,
without the progpeet of a fair remuneration.

“ Dr. Nicholion’s” paper on Lunatic Asylums will probably
appear next week.

¢ 1atros.”—The prices are various at which electro-galvanie
apparatus are sold.

“ srgmn."—We would recommend Chelius's work, edited
by Mr. South,

“ Pro Bono Publico, County Down, Ireland,” writes, “It
would be for the ad of the profa and alw
the public, if the Dublin Apothecaries’ Company would
exercige their right in suppressiug non-licensed medi-
cine-venders, who infest the north to a fearful extem,
and other parts of Irelsnd. It would be well, also, if the
Irish medical publications would take a lesson from your
Times in supporting the dignity of the profession.’”

““ Not a Parish Surgeon '’ would mgﬁnt “the propriety of
forw:rdinf to quarters where it is likely to meet with at~
tlent:oli, a h: the b .‘;oft:e r tsion, n:orte p;.r';

cularly union surgeons w! uring the past twel
month-{hnu fallen vietims t.oo'r.helr humane seal.”” *It
is dreadful,”” he writes, * to refiect upon the numbers who
are at this time exposing th lves to inent peril
for the paltry and degradiog stipend doled out by mea
who would be ashamed to offer the same sum to a me-
chanic for his weekly wages; who are igrorant of the
services they sttempt to reward, and who would shriek
from the duties they award. It is literally men’s lives
they rent—nay, almost demand gratuitously ; and it re-
mains for the profession to assert their rank aud soejal
position, as well as to perform & duty sacred and impe-
rative—the providing for those who may be left behind,
helglm and dependent, to mourn their loss."’

“ vor Doator.”’~In a very short time every unien

4 will be icated with :r the
We have no doubt that an effectual resuit will be secured.
¢ Philo-D: ** must our omissjon of his long
gper. Dr. T.Smith ly justifi bstetrie pother,
¢ refer to his authority on “ Stuttering,” but would re-

« Amicus Justicie.”’—We cannot admit anonymous attack

¢, Juctantly dedicate a line L0 his opinions on midwifery.

upon the characters of individuals, If our correspondent
has stated the truth he will not hesitate to transwit us
his name, in cou.fidence, without whiclr his paper will be
returned according to request.

“ Zeta."—The communicauion has been received,and will’

be inserted shortly.

*¢ Inquirer,”—7The questions are not within the provinee
of the editor of a imedical journal to . They had
better be sent to some respectable newspaper.

“ M. F. F.”"—The governors of the Norwich Hospital have
had a méeting upon the subject of the abuses in the insti.
tution, and we have little doubt that some amendment
will take place in the management.

« Beta *—We fear there are great difficulties in the way of
securing the appointment. We think it both necessary
and advisable to undergo the examination referred to.

“ A Nou-medical Reader.”—There is no doubt that the
gentlenan referred to capnot recover for medicine and
attendance in cases not surgical, If the case be a surgi-
cal one, then a fair sum may be obtained at law for work
and labour done.

“ D. M.”—We shall be happy to receive the articles ou the
gholera promised by our correspondent.

* Mr. Thomas Brown, Castle Donnington.”~We are aware

that large towns are not the only places w! require
sanitary reform. Vil often suffer from ases evie
dently produced ont ,and fl-constructed

‘A y P ""—The N wagy
never mors useful than it will be during the coming
season. The Council, we understand, is at this 13

in communication with Bir G. Grey.

Letters and communications have also been received from
Pro Bono Publico, County Down, Yreland; Not a Parish
Surgeon; Bizma; latros; Dr. Nicholson; A Gountry
Subscriber; Mr. John .Jack Ian{nf" , Melton
Mowbray; Mr. W.8. Masterman, Wine-office-court; A
Subscriber to the Medical and Pharmaceutical, Crown-
street, Manchester; Chemicus; T. C. D, Dublin; A
Poor-law Guardian; A Mewmber of the lostitute; Ms.
Bellamy, Hamnmersmith; N. G.; Mr. P. Brady; Mr.
Thomas Brown, Castle Donnington; D. M.; A Non-
Medical Reader; Beta; M. F. F.; Inquirer; Zeta;
Amicus Justicie; A Country Practitioner; Medicas ;
Lector, Brigh'.on; An Old Reformer; Tyro; A
and Contril
Denman.

A HaxpsoMn POrTror1o fer holding the * Muploar
TiMBs"~—~very desirable to those who would keep the
numbers clean for binding, and easy of refe:ence—may
be had, by order of any Bookseller, or at the Offies,
price 3s. An allowance 1s made to the trade.

c%"“ FOR anm the fmb;?h:g’ the lh;m

IMES’’ are now ready, and may order
Bevkeeller, or at the Offtve, price 1s, 64. w i

Reader
utor; Mr. Sams; BSenex ; Argus; Philo~
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A OOURSE modern introductions, its employment is on the | internal medicine, is not to be forgetten in ir-
oF e e next 4 criou. m:’m hich ﬂw;n,  helt du:.h’mbondnin:f
e next description o e sores W wa | mo! in -grain ma
LECTURES ON SURGERY., | shall consider Is the irvicable ulcer,  very severs | terod, and oftan do great good, The local trest-
oY kind, always difficult to heal, and sometimes

SAMUEL COOPER, Esa., F.R.S,

Professor of 8 to Unlversity Collage, Loadon;
Consulting Bnru:o‘:;, to London Uuw’en dty.ﬁ‘upiul. &e.

Lzcruse XVIIIL

In my last lecture I toid you that indolent
ulcers were very much benelited by pressure
well regulated, and I mentioned the plan intro-
duced by Mr. Baynton, of making it by means
of adhesive plaster or strapping. You may attain
the same end by the use of the common bandage
or, still better, by the stocking bandage. The
part must then be overlaid with soft linen, and
the whole evenly covered with a calico roller.
The plaster will not require changing oftener than
every other day, unless the disc should be
very profase. You will find that iment ulcers,
when first brouiht. into the hospital, are’ gene-
nlly in a very foul condition ; and under those
dircumstances it is good to apply poultices and
emollient apgilications. Generalry speaking,
emollient applications are injurious; but, from
the bad condition under v'vhiclh they come under
your treatment, it is well, for the sake of cleaning
the sore, to poultice it for the first twenty-four
hours, then to rub the thick callous skin round
the edges of the sore, and likewise the ulcer,
" with nitrate of silver, and afterwards to apply
{  strapping so a8 to cover the entire surface of the
| wuleer. When the ulcer is on the nether part of
| the leg, or on the foot, you may divide your

plaster into straps of fifteen inches long and two
wide, and &

y them thus—the foot being placed

:w ita pt:ll::;n rel:htive to the leg, one of
streps is applied to the great toe, along the
innetaf;eot&efoot,roundtheoo ealcingthe
first joint of the little toe; the middle of another
strap is placed under the heel, and its ends car-
ried up perpeadicularly on both sides of the leg ;
in this way the oircular and ndicular straps
are applied alternutely until the foot and ankle are
completely covered; the foot and ankle are kept
perfectly quiet, while the n ressure is
tsoensured. The kind of treatment I hear men-
tion is, I believe, for many ulcers, but elpeciz?
forthose on the leg, the best that ean be adopted.
Bores of this charaster oeour much too often in
hospitals—that is to say, they take up by far too
much acoommodation, as room, beds, &c., which
18 required for other purposes,

Ineed hardly tell you that, where a sore of this
character has existed for a length of time, it is
very difficult to heal; after it appears to have
pr towards a healthy state, upon a ve
slight constitutional derangement, it will be very
apt to break out again and soop become as bad
s gver. At St. Bartholomew’s Hospital lauda-
m was tried in the treatmeat of these old sores,
but T do not hear much of it at present. I there-
fore suppose that, like that of many other

fatal, I have already explained to you that
ulcers partake very much of the nature of the
constitution of the subjects in whom they oceur ;
if, therefore, the state of the system is irritable,
the ulcer will partake of that character also.
The irritable ¢ has sometimes been thought
not to be distinguishable from the inflammatory
ulcer, but the fact is they are very different. The
irritable ulcer is very liable to attacks of inflam-
mation, but every inflammation is not irritable.
Sir Everard Home corroborates this view by ob-
serving that you cannot always know theirritable
ulcer by its appearance, and not till you apply
some gentle stumulating application as to make
pressure, does its true cﬁuncter become manifest;
whereas the inflamed ulcer is always to be known
by its aspect. Mostly there is imperfect granu-
lation or none at all; the sore is reddish, with
sometimes a yellowish tinge; the discharge is
thin and bloody, and the surface, if only touched
in the gentlest manner with the probe, bleeds
readily. The patient complains of pain, not
m in the uleer but also in other parts of the
imb. Many patients under the action of tliese
ulcers have ment of general health, are
restless, or cannot sleep at night; complain of
loss of appetite, have & hot skin, white tongue,
and feel pain about the epigastrium. The
digestive organs suffer derangement, and in
women the menstrual functions, Many of these
ulcers are

brought on by intem| ce, and, a8
far as my experience has gone, acour chiefly
among the rich and middle-aged; seldom in
persons under forty. Where 8 t variety of
oauses are concerned in bringi ut a disorder,
you must at once perceive that a great difference

may very well exist in the methods of treat-
ment, exson may have at first & common
ulcer, healthy or indolent, but, in consequence
derangement of one kind or another, it
it may put on the irritable form; another pa-
tient may have an irritable ulcer from the first,
from comstitution or other causes; I have at-
tended many of such a comstitution, In the
treatment you must endeavour to remove the
exciting cause: where you have, for instance,
great biliary derangement, you must clear the
stomach an m'ithbmk' stimulants and
pur?ﬁm; , disulphate of quinine,
sulphuric acid, or bark with bichlorate of soda,
are to be employed. When the menstrual func-
tions are deranged, and the usual discharge is
suspended, yéu must use means to restore the
action of the uterus. Often you have to do with
lethoric subjects; the patient has too much
lood, and you find from his history that he in-
dulges in the pleasures of the table; here you
have recourse to depletion, local and general
bleeding, followed in a day or two by calomel
and saline aperients; but all these require, after
a time, to be followed by tonic medicines, which

come in with great efficiency ; opium too, as an

ment is generally best begun with soothing -
cations, avoiding pressure; if you pro
pressure on an irritable sore, you turn it intoa
sloughing uloer ; you must, therefare, do all you
can to remove pressure on the sore, and

the part by proper applications. You may begin
with tepid water, or bathe it in a decootion of
poppy-heads. . . .

A warm, soft tice, made with the lotian
of the acetate of lead, or with water
with solution of hyosciamus or opium, is addsd.
A dressing of lint steeped in tepid water, sud
oovere(]ll ';::hbe:ﬂeﬁn:ldk to keep it moist, will

era .

seinoth’er thing of importance to be attended to
is the position of the limb; this must be plsced
in a posture most favoursble to the return of
blood; this, it may be remarked, is a rule appli--
cable to all wounds of the lower extremities.
Aft:lr a ﬁm:.l you msa.oy venmm.g: the use of
gentle stimulants, me practitioners are in
favour of using nitrate of silver, which is believed
to have the property of lessening the hrritability
of the parts; and we know that in strietures of
the urethra it is used to reduce the tendency to
spasm, and formerly it was used much moze

an at present ; now, in irritable sores many,
after beginning with soothing applications, toudh
them gently with nitrate of silver, and also the
skin join{ng, as freely as in the indalent uleer.
1 told you that, in npplyi.ng the caustic to healthy
sores after granulations had begun to form, you
were not to touch the new ﬂl.:l:updhok; ut
in the cure of indolent and i e ulcers you
must follow a different plan, and apply the nitrate
of silver immediu&el& to the edge, and afterwards
cover the whole with a soft, well-made peultiee.
A lotion composed of from five to ten grains of
opium in an ounce of distilled water, or of two
to five drops of nitric acid, is a very useful ap-
plication. The black wash or lotion, mmﬁl%
of eight or ten grains of calomel to one ounce o
limt:-ﬁwa.ter, is sometimes employed with grest
benefit.

Sir Astley Cooper had tried, in several oases
where he 3” concerned, a lotion composed of &
pint of distilled water and twenty-five drops of
nitric acid. I was one summer passing through
Southampton, and was requested by a praoti-
tioner of that town to visit with him a
under his care who had an irritable ulcer of four
or five months’ standing, which had been treated
in a great variety of ways unsuccessfully; the
last-mentioned dressing was used, and it rapidly
cured the patient without internal treatment.
I have generally found that the internal treat-
ment is as essential as the application, and must
be directed against the peculiar cause of the ulesr.
One case of this description which 1 attended
was in a member of our profession, the late Mr.
Upton, who had @ most irritable uloer om the
shin, and he was also of a very irritable tempera-
ment ; every means had been tried with scarcely
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any success, and one thing which made the
tre{tment fail was that he would not be kept in
bed. It has often becn said that surgeons do
not make good patients, and certainly he was
one who did not. Although the sore was an
irritable one, the adhesive plaster was employed,
but Eut on not very tightly, and it proved more

in his case than any other that could be
found, while he was walking about.

The situation of ulcers, and the local circum-
stances under which they form, have much to
do with their subsequent progress; where they
form near the elbow or other joints, the motion
of such joints hinders healing ; I have, therefore,
very often made use of a splint to prevent any
injury from this cause, and have found it to be

geat service.

e next division of ulcers which we shall no-
tice is that of ulcers arising from a varicose state
of the veins of the lower extremities—sometimes,
on that account, called varicose ulcers, but, more
properly, they may be called ulcers depending
on varicose veins. When the veins are varicose,
all the capi veins connected with them be-
ocome disten with blood, the circulation be-
comes obstructed, and thus gives rise to chronic
inflammation of the skinin ulcers ; these sores are
mostly situate on the inner side of the leg, often
near ankle, and sometimes also on the instep.
Their shape is mostly oval, with the long diameter
downwards ; their colour is a darkish red, which
is what you might expect when you consider that
the return of venous blood is obstructed. This,
also, makes plain one of the meansto be used for
curing the ulcer, namely, the promotion of the
return of the venous bloud, sometimes by placing
the limb on an inclined plane. When persons
come into hospitals, you ofien find the sores have
been very much neglected; under these cir-
cumstances, you not only then: place the limb
favourably for the return of blood, but also apply
leeches and simple dressing, administer purgative
medicines, and keep the patientin bed. In con-
nection with this treatment, you will also have
to employ the cold evaporating lotions, or, as the
case may require, fomentations, which agree with
some ulcers better than the farmer. Afterwards,
with a view to reduce the varicose state of the
veins, you must apply equable pressure, by
means of bandages carried up to the knee; and in
this way you will generally be able at least to
free the patient for some time from any annoy-
ance of the ulcer.

Some ulcers will not yield to this treatment,
but soon after the patient quits his room they
break out again. You will then be justified in
certain proceedings having for their object the
obliteration of these veins, 80 as to excite arterial
blood to take another course.

Another sore to be described, is called phage-
denic, ‘This name has been given to it on
account of its presenting a great irregularity of
surface, as if the parts had been gnawed away.
‘We see in this country that it principally
arises from syphilis. I have witnessed the most
horrible cases of this kind of disease; I have seen
the femoral artery exposed ; I have seen the soft
parts of the arm, from the hand to the axilla,
even utterly destroyed; they are more generally

d consequent upon the abuse of mercury
than from any other circumstance. Then it is
well known in some of the great hospitals of this
town ; amongst a certain ¢ of subjects—the
lowest order of prostitutes—it prevails to a re-
markable extent in one particular spot. - I do
not at all suppose you know the place—near St.
Katharine’s Dock, I do not know just where,
called Swan-alley ; and so notorious 1s this place
that it has given name to this phagedena, which
is called the Swan-alley sore, Itoccurs in these

irls from the particular manner in which they

ive; they exist in a constant state of excite-
ment, they live in a contaminated air, and have
allowed them very little fresh meat, but are kept
alive by bad fish and gin ; they are maintained
by Jews and Jewesses, and live as many as
twelve in a house, and have to serve the foreign
sailors as well as the ish. You cannot
wonder that, when their constitution has been

so utterly ruined by such early vice, even a
small pimple should assume a phagedenic
character. It occurs in the cleft of the nates, in
the folds of the groin, and on the thigh, and
destroys all the soft parts. A severe darting
pain, at first remittent but afterwards incessant,
attends the disease; the exposed substance is
covered with a straw-coloured flocculent sub-
} stance and a viscid secretion. The of the
sore are strongly defined, and conneeted with a
mass of swolan, rugged integuments. Hemor-
rhage soon comes on, and, constantly recurring,
exhausts the patient’s strength. e fetidness
of the discharge is of that nature as to render
the ward almost insufferable, and to indicate to
a man of experience the character of the disease.

ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS.
- -
DISCOVERY OF A NEW ANZESTHETIC
AGENT MORE EFFICIENT THAN SUL-

PHURIC ETHER. -
By J. Y. SIMPSON, M.D,,
Professor of Midwifery in the University of Edinburgh,
Physician-Accoucheur to her Majesty in 8cotland, &e.

At the first winter meeting of the Medico-
i ical Society of Edinburgh, held on the
10th Nov. last, I had an opportunity of directing
the attention of the members to a new agent
which I had been using for some time previously
for the purpose of producing insensibility to pain
in surgical and obstetric practice.
This new ansmsthetic t is chloroform,
chloroformyle, or perchloride of formyle.(a) Its
composition is exprefsed by the chemical for-
mula C*HCB., It can be procured by various
processes, as by making milk of lime or an
aqueous solution of caustic alkali act upon
chloral ; by distilling alcohol, pyroxilic spirit, or
acetone with chloride of lime; by leading a
stream of chlorine gas into a solution of caustic
potass in spirit of wine, &c. The resulting
chloroform obtained by these processes is a
heavy, clear, t liquid, with a specific
fuvity as high as 1-480. It is not inflammable.
t evaporates readily, and boils at 141°, It pos-
8esses an agreeable, fragrant, fruit-like odour, and
a saccharine, pleasant taste,
As an iphaled anesthetic agent. it possesses,
I believe, all the advantages of sulphuric ether,
without its principal disadvantages.

of ether is requisite to produce the anmsthetic

effect, usually from a hundred to a hundred and

twenty drops of chloroform bcing sufficient, and

with some patients much less. I have seen a

strong n rendered completely insensible by

iavera inspirations of thirty drops only of the
quid.

2. Its action is much more rapid and complete,
and generallgo:ore persistent. 1 have lfmost
always seen ten to twenty inspirations suf-
fice, sometimes fewer. Hence the time of the
surgeon is saved ; and that preliminary stage of
excitement which pertains to all narcotizing

ts being curtailed, or, indeed, practically
abolished, the patient has not the same degree
of tendency to exhilaration and talking.

3. Most of those who know from previous ex-

ience the sensations produced by ether in-
alation and who have subsequently breathed
the chloroform, have strongly declared the in-
halation and influence of chloroform to be far
more agreeable and pleasant than those of ether.

(a), In making a variety of experiments upon
the “inhalation of different volatile chemical
liguids, I have, in addition to oride of
formyle, breathed chloride of hydro-carbon,
acetone, nitrate of oxide of ethyle, benzin, the
vapour of iodoform, &c. I may probably take
another opportunity of describing the results. It
is, perhaps, worthy of remark, that, in Erforming
his experiments upon inhalation, &ir Humphrey
Davy confined his attention to the inspiration of

and does not seem to have breathed any

velatile liquid.

1. A greatly less quantity of chloroform then_

4. I believe that, considering the small quan-
tit uisite a8 compared with ether, the use of
chloroform will be less expensive than that of
ether, more especially as there is every prospect
that the means of forming it may be simplified
and cheapened.

5. Its perfume is not unpleasant, but the re-
verse; and the odour of it does not remain for
any length of time attached to the clothes of the
attendant, or exhaling in a dissgreeable form
from the lungs of the patient, as so generally
happens with sulphuric ether.

6. Being required in much less quantity, it is
much more portable and transmissible than sul-
phuric ether.

7. No special kind of inhaler or instrument is
necessary for its exhibition. A little of the liquid
diffused upon the interior of a hollow-shaped
sponge, or a pocket-handkerchief, or & piece of
linen or papér, and held over the mouth and
nostri2s s0 as to be fully inhaled, generally suf-
fices in about a minute or two to produce the
sy s

ve an opportunity of using
with perfect success in lezeral surgical
tions (removal of tumours, of necrooedom
ial amputationof the great toe), and in tooth-
rawing,(a) opening abscesses, for anulling the
pain of dysmenorrhea and of neuralgia; in two
or three cases where I was using deep and other-
wise very painful galvano-puncture for the
treatment of ovarian y; in removing a very
large fibrous tumour from the posterior wall of
the uterus by enucleation, &e.(b)

I have employed it also in obstetric practice
with entire success. The lady to whom it was
first exhibited during parturition had been pre-
viously delivered in the country by craniotomy,
after a labour of three days’ duration. In
her second confinement, pains supervened a fort-
nﬁht before the full time, Three hours and a
half after they commenced, and ere the dilatation
of the 0s uteri was completed, I placed her under
the influence of the chloroform by moistening,
with half a teaspoonful of the liquid, a pocket-
handkerchief rolled up in s funnel and
with the broad or open end of the funnel placed
over her mouth and nostrils. Iu consequence of
the evaporation of the fluid it was once mare
ren in about ten or twelve minutes. The
child was expelled in about twenty-five minutes
after the inhalation was begun. The mother
subsequently remained longer soporose thsn
commonly happens after ether. The squalling of
the child did not, as usual, rouse her ; and some
minutes elapsed after the placenta was expelled,
and after the child was removed by the nurse
into another room, before the patient awoke,
She then turned round, and observed to me that

(a) A young dentist, who has himself had two
teeth extmctes lately—one under the influence
of ether, and the other under the influence of
chloroform—writes me the following statement
of the results :—¢ About six months ago I had
an upper molar tooth extracted whilst under the
influence of ether, by Mr. Imlach. The inhala-
tion was continued for several minutes before I
presented the usual appearance of complete
etherization; the tooth was extracted, an , al-
thoug.h I did not feel the least pain, yet I was
conscious of the operation being performed, and
was quite aware when the crash took place.
Some days ago I required another molar ex.
tracted on account of toothache, and this opera-
tion was again performed by the same gentleman,
I inhaled the vapour of chloroform, a drachm
being poured upon a handkerchief for that pur-
pose, and held to my nose and mouth. In-
sensibility took placein a few seconds; but I
_wn:h 80 compl‘elit;lg deaddthi. time that I was not
in the very test degree aware of anythin
that took cb.lp]we. The subsequent stu lfym:
effects of chloroform went off more ra idry than
those of ether, and I was perfectly and able
for my work in a few minutes,” °

(b) I have now exhibited chloroform to about

individuals, and i t
bad oot of iy K e one hasthe alightest

4




THE MEDICAL TIMES.

91

she had ¢ enjoyed a very comfortable aleep, and
indeed, requgred it, a8 ohe wos so tired, (4) but

would now be more able for the work before

her.”
her,

remarked that she was afraid her ‘slee
stopped the pains.” Shortly afterw

infant was bronght in by the nurse from the ad-
> room, and it was a matter of no small
difficulty to convince the astonished mother that
the labour was entirely over, and that the child

nted to her was really her ‘“‘own living

. r I may be excused from adding tha
mmhingon the subject of eth:rmsinhnh-t’

, 8even or eight months éb)
on

joini

tion in midwifery,
and then for the first time directing the at

of the profession to its t use and importance
in natural and morbid i)‘r::tuﬁtion. I have em-

it, with few and rare exceptions, in ev

case of lapour that [ have attended, and with fﬁ
htful results; and I have no doubt
‘whatever some years hence the practice will
::H?netd. Obestetricians may :ﬁfose it, but I
ve our patients themselves force the use
fession.(¢c) I have never had
the pleasure of watching over a series of better
0 recoveries ; nor once witnessed
any disagreeable result follow either to mother

most d

of it upon

and more rapid
or child; whilst I have now seenan i
amount of maternal pain atd
employment. And
lieve
distinetly
suffering, as well as to preserve human life.
In some remarks which I

successful etherization in , I took
sion to insist upon the three

industion of etherization, and

from it. All talking
tendency to excitement is eschewed,
proper effect of the ether inhalation more

and certainly induced. And secondly,
same view, the primary

patient can bear, and by allowing it to

the lungs,

betic effect * hd .
mon, but certainly a very unpardonabl

ing to exhibit sa imperfect and exciting, in-
stead of a t and narcotizing, dose of the
vapour, y of the alleged

at,

n being altogether to blame.
thits{matev:g means or mode of etherization

is adopted, the most important of the conditions
mmred for procuring a satisfactory and success-

ul result from its employment in surgery, con-
sists in obetinatel

commencement of the operation itself, and never

2) In consequence of extreme anxiety at the
result of her previous confinement,

she had d:ﬁt little or none for one or two nights
Ppreceding the commencement of her present ac-
couchement.

(b) See * The Monthly Journal of Medical
Science ”” for Feb., p. 639; March, p. 721, &o.

(¢) I am told that the London gl:yucum, with
two or three exceptions only, have mnever
employed ether inhalation in midwifery practice.
Three weeks ago I was informed in a letter from
Professor Mon , of Dublin, that he be-
lieved that in that city, up to that date, it had
0t been used in a single case of labour,

I evaded entering into convereation with
| g, a8 I do, that the most complete
posesible quietude forms ome of the principal
secrets for the successful employment of either
ether or chloroform. In a little time sheaﬁ;

her

ved by its
agony sa its
most oonscl’entiounl yl)e-
t the proud mission of the physician is
1d, namely, to alleviate human

ublished in *The
Monthly Journal of Medical Science” for Sept.,
p- 1564, relative to the conditions for ensuring
occa-
owing leadin
ts :—*¢ First, the patient ought to be left, ng
as possible, in a state of absolute quietude and
freedom from mental excitement, both during the
during Ws re-
covery and all questioning
should be strictly prohibited. In this "I any
and the
8] U
th the
state of exhilaration
should be entixel{mided. or at least reduced to
the shortest possible limit, by impregnating the
ixed air as fully with the ether-vapour as the
ass into
both by the mouth and nos 80 as
rapidly and at once to induce its complete and

failures and mis-
adventures are doubtless entirely attributable
to the neglect of this simple rule; not the prin-
ciple of etherization, but the mode of putting it

etermining to avoid the

others
fessor Mi

under the full ence of the ether-vapour,
thtftno;ﬁg 7 and indubitably soporized by it.”

ment of chloroform evidentlgl offers
decided advantages in rapidity, facility

used for
a cup-like

mouth and nostrils of the patient.

inspiration or two it shoul
more and more closely &

immediately held

Generally a snoring sleep

venes ; and when it does 1t is a perfect test
tom,

angesthetic
of two

iller’s own words.

necrosis of one of the bones o

Could speak nothin,

required to do.
which some chloroform

now made down to the di

ck to his ward in that state.

clear me:

pain, and that he felt none now.
shown his wounded arm, he looked much sur-

prised, but neither cried nor otherwise expressed

the slightest alarm.”

Case I1I.—* A young lady wished to have a

tumour (encysted) dissected out from beneath
the angle of the jaw. The chloroform was used
in small quantity, sprinkled w & common
operation sponge. In considerably less than a
minute she was sound asleep, sitting easily in a
chair, with hereyes shut, and with i

expression of countenance. The tumour was
extirit:aed. and @ stitch inserted, without any
pain having been either shown or felt. Her
sensations throughout, as she subsequently
stated, had been of the most pleasing nature;
and her manageablenees during the operation
lv‘:nuperfect.a.sifshelmdbeetu\ux ora
% 0 sickness, vomiting, headache, salivation,
uneasiness of chest, in any of the cases. Once
or twice a t.i,ckling cough took place in the first

Edinbur'gli, Nov. 15.

Dr. Christison, Sir George Ballingall,

() Professor Dumas (of Paris), Mr. Milne
Edwards,
and a large collection of tKir‘ofenwiotml gentlemen

and students witnessed operation and two
ormed_with similar success by Pro-
and Dr. Duncan.

venturing to qi»glﬂy the knife, until the patient is
u

all these indications the employ-
and

, and
efficiency over the employment of ether. When
ical p I would advise it to

be given upon a hngrerchief. athered up into
, in the hand of the exhibiter,
and the open end of the cup placed over the
For the first
be held at the dis-
tance of an inch or s0 from the face; and then
ied to it. To ensure
& full and perfect anesthetic effect—more espe-
cially when the operation is to be severe—a tea-
of the chloroform should at once be

aced upon the hollow of the handkerchief, and
to the face of the patient.

s s portect tat of o

superinduction of complete insensibility. But
many patients are quite anssthetic without this

symptom,
As an illustration of the influence of this new
t, I will select and append notes
tions performed with it on Friday
last by Miller—the first in the Royal
Infirmary of Edinburgh (a) ; the other in private
tice. The notes and remarks are in Mr.

Casn I.—* A boy, four or five ¥WI old, with
the forearm.

but Gaelic. No means,
consequently, of explaining to him what he was
i On holtlili:g a handkerchief, on
been sprinkled, to

his face, he became frightened, and wrestled to
be away, He was held gently, however, by Dr.
Simpson, and obliged to inhale. After a few
inspirations he ceased to cry or move, and fell
intoa sound snoring sleep. A deep incision was
bone; and, by
the use of the forceps, nearly the whole of the
radius, in the state of sequestrum, was extracted.
During this operation, and the subsequent
examination of the wound by the finger, not the
slightest evidence of the suffering of pain was
iven. Heastill slept on soundly, and wascarried
Half an hour

afterwards he was found in bed, like a child
newly awakened from a refreshing sleep, with a
eye, and placid expression of coun-
tenance, wholly unlike what is found to obtain
after ordinary etherization. On being questioned
by a Gaelic interpreter who was found among the
students, he stated that he had never felt any
On being

ON THE APPLICATION OF CHEMISTRY
TO THE DETECTION OF CRIME, AND
PRESERVATION OF THE

By H. LETHEBY, Esq., M.B., &o.,
Leoturer on Chemistry at the London Hospital,

An Abstract of @ Loecture delivered at Sussez-Aall
and other Literary and Scientfic Institutions.
Dr. Letheby commenced by referring to the
important nI onerous duties which the medical
man was too often called upon two perform ; that
in almost every case of sudden death, in every
instance of murder, and upon the visitation of
every contagious malady and scourge, he was
looked to as the interpreter of death; upon his
j;:igment rested the most important of all the
idence which related to the question. How
necessary, therefore, was it that he should enlist
every faculty of observation, and every well-
ﬁuined princ%:e f::q science, wh:lhp im in
judgment. e frequent appeals thus made
to hi'mdlfri led to the foundation of .a science
denominated *Medical Jurisprudence”: in it
the experience of ages had been brought together
80 as to qualify him for his work, and to make
medicine and its collateral branches subservient
to the construction, elucidation, and administra-
tion of the law, and to the preservation of the
ublic health. One especial and vwmt
sivinion of this science is * Toxico itis
devoted to the detection of poisons, whether
lurking unseen amidst the natural elements, and
slowly but surely working man’s destruction ; or
whether moving, with an assassin’s swiftness,
home to his life at once: in both cases the whole
duty of its discovery rested with the chemist. It
is hardly necessary (continued the lecturer) that
we should dwell upon the momentous character
of this duty, or upon the influence which it has
over the well-being of society; in these times,
as in all other times, the secret agent of the
poisoner had become the terror of ell ; no power
could be more fearful, no agent more certain in
its reau.lt:ﬁei:s influence was with ‘1411 c;uses of
society ; e was no privacy beyond its reach ;.
and 3) precaution, or gu‘dihood. or bravery, a
sufficient protection. Was it necessary to ask
how far might be the extent of his practices, if
the efforts of the chemist had not succeeded in
bringing them to the light, and in ishing a
means of exhibiting the undoubtable evidence of
his guilt? It is strange, however, considering
th;::somnt character of this question, that it
is y twenty Xem since science was appealed
to, to lend her aid to the law in thus tracking the
footsteps of the unseen murderer; and it is the
more strange, when we recmember that, from
days long gone by, it was believed that an ac-
complished o‘poinoner ‘was not only able to ensure
the seath his victim through the most secret
and least suspicious agents, but that he was ahle
also to measure out his allotted moments with
the nicest precision, and to cause his death at
any period and in any way best suited to the
objects of the assassination: eo says Dr. Paris ;
and he tells us that the writings of Plutarch,
Tacitus, Theophrastus, Quintillian, Livy, and
others abound with instances of slow and occult
poisoning. Livy has informed us of the immense
extent to which it was practised even as far back
as 300 years before the Christian era, and that
too by parties who were above all suspicion; it
must have been common, indeed, when during
the consulate of Fabius Maximus, such a number
of Roman ladies could have framed that mon
strous conspiracy for the destruction of théir
husbmds,n:&en 80 many as 170 of them should
have been detected and publicly executed. One
noble damsel of the name of Locusta had, in
fact, become so expert in the preparation of her
drugs, that, after having poisoned some hundreds
of her fellow-creatures, she was convicted and
condemned to die; buther talents were considered
of so excellent a nature, she was saved in order
that she might become & state engine, and be
numbeted:?hcitus expressesit, tnter instrumenta
regni; and her powers were not suffered to lie
dormant, The records, also, of more modern
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times furnish examples of no less atrocious prac-
ticos. Tophana, a woman who resided first at
Palermo, and afterwards at Naples, was quite
equal to Locusta: she invented and sold those
gghison-dmps which were the horror of all Europe.
ey were known by the several names of aqua
Toj!ania. aqua della ﬂzdﬂ'm. acquetia de Napoli,
or simply acqueia ; and sometimes they bore the
pious name of the manna of Saint Nicholas, be-
cause the bottles containing the drops were fre-
qmﬂ orpamented with a fi of that saint,
tygian liquor she distributed with much

and consideration to such wives as
watited other husbands ; and there can be no
doubt that she sent thousands to their last ac-
count, About this time some of her pupils made
their way into France, and secret fsom.n g got
fo be (gz&cﬁaed there also to a extent.
Saint Croix and the Marchioness of Brinvilliers
were two of the most celebrated adepts: the
latter poisoned her two brothers, through the
medium of a dish at table; she prepared poisoned
biscuits, and to try their strength distributed
them herself to the poor at the Hétel Dieu; her
own maid was likewise the subject of her ex-
eriments. To her father she gave poisoned
roth; and, in fact, there is8 no knowlng how
many of her relatives and friends were sactrificed
to herignominy. The practice of secret poisoning
ce, however, was not limited to these
individuals ; it was so common and frightful in
the year 1879 that it was found necessary to
éstablish a particular court for the detection and
trial of such offenders; and in our own country,
100, efforts were made to put it down, and Henry
VIII. passed a law that persons convicted of
iso! tg should be boiled to death. But (con-
inued the doctor), to pass over a world of the
terrible instances of those times, and to come to
our own, let us ask how is it with us? We shall
have no difficulty in answering this question:
every man of experience and observation will
tell you that secret Yoisoning is carried on to as
gteat an extent as it ever was, I have but to
refer to the public press for daily instances of it,
and my own experience also wl{s me that itis a
common crime. Even during this last week T have
engaged in eight cases of poisoning, and 1

look upon it that these are but mere glimpses at
the demon who is abroad ; we have not yet seen
him in his magnitude, nor shall we, unless
wer is given to us to hunt him down; heis
ith us, t0o, in another shape, lurking amidst the
filth and wretchedness of the poor, tainting the
atmosphere they breathe, poisoning the food they
eat, preying upon human health and life, and
now oning to our shores the other revellers
of his court; and soon they will be among us. It
is strange, I say, considering the magnitude of
these evils, that science has not been appealed to
earlier and oftener to put them down; norcan I
leave this point of our subject without directing
attention to the great sourdes of so much mis-
chief. Here is one of them ; and it is the cover
under which the assassin glides. It frequently
happens in cases of sudden ﬁeath that no judicial
inquiry of any kind is instituted, or, if there is,
it is too often performed in the most hasty and
slovenly manner, without taking any of those
measures which are requisite for the detection
of crime; or, as T have known this to be the case,
and have known it often too within my own
tice, that when the cause of death has been
iscovered, and the act of the poisoner laid bare,
the whole business has been smothered up, either
on account of some irregularity in the coroner’s
proeeedings, or for fear of the expense which a
meeuuon ight entail ug:m the state or county,
ok at the exposures which so many cases of
poisoning have exhibited during the last year;
what do they show but the farcical proceedings
of our countrg coroners ; the sanctity of the grave
violated ; ies exhumed years after death;
tortured again, and made to tell this tale, that
they had come by an untimely end; that their
murderers had been loose upon society for ycars,
practising their hellish tricks with more and
more success ; and that he whose duty it was to
earn all this, had slunk it over to save himself

fron trotible and the country from some fee.
‘Why, where is the use of such an officer ! Jurors
are mad to let him have such power. Well may I
point to him as one great source of all this mis-
chief; and look you, here is another—here in the
literature, as it is misnamed, of our day; here, in
the worst of books written by the worst of men.
Turn to your Eugene Sues, to your Luocretias, to
your stories of Baint Croix, Brinvilliers, Laffarge,
and see there the worst of orimes extolled,
villains made heroes, and every action of their
lives detailedinso much grandeur that it givesthe
impulse to a morbid mind, and makes it go and
do so likewise. It is in this way that your Botgias,
and your Medicis, and your other demons of past
time are decked in all the finery of language, and

held up for public sympathy and pattern; it is in
this way thaz{onr pular novels have become
hand-books of murder, and their writers traders

in crime. Let me give you this precious speci~
men from one of them, and I merely read a
single sentence of a conversatioh between &
count who professes to teach the art of poisoning,
and & lady who is anxious to learn it; he
finding fault with the bunglings of us Northerns,
and he says, they do it better in the South :—
* But go bayond France; go to Aleppo, to Cairo,
to Naples, to Rome ; and then you shall sce,
passing in the street, fine, tall, upright men, fresh-
coloured and hearty; and you would never
dream that those men have poisoned far
three weeks, and will be quite dead in & month.”
I can read no more than this to you; I turn from
it appalled and ask myself, as I regard the mis-
chievous stupidity of these writings,
¢ Can such things be,

And pass us like a summer cloud,
Without our special wonder ?*
It is my duty, however, to tell you that these
are impossibilities ; they are the fictions of a
villain’s brain; and, would it were notso! theyare
the prolificbegettorsof a like villanous offspring.

Let me turn now to the remedy ; let me show
that it is within the power of science to unmask
every instance of foul dealing, and that i: wants
but the opportunity to show that

** Murder, though it hath no tongue,
Can speak with most miracalous organ.”

Dr. Letheby then proceeded to pass in review
the several poisons, and to illustrate the manner
in which they might be detected; he pointed out
the certainty of his results, and the extreme
smaliness of the quantity which the chemist was
enabled to detect. He dwelt considerably upon
the influence of those poisons which were oc-
casfoning disease and denth in the crowded and
filthy districts, and he adverted to the remedy
which lay within our reach ; he alluded to thé
necessity which there was to inquire into every
case of sudden death; how that inquiry should
be eonducted, what principles of science and
observation should be made to bear upon it; how,
in short, we may proceed to establish the truth.
ful saying of our old Bard, that

¢ Foul deeds will rise,
Though all the world o’erwhelm them, to men’s eyes.”

STRYCHNINE IN PARALYTIC
AFFECTIONS.
By FREDERICK LOWES, Esq., Gosport.

During the month of August I had four cases
of apoplexy accompanied by hemiplegia. After
subduing the acute symptoms by bleeding,
blistering, mercury, &e¢., 1 found total loss of
gower on one side still remaining ; I immediately

ad recourse to strychnine (having previously
exhibited it with good effect), and, commencing
with 1-12th of a grain, gradually increased it to
1-6th three times a day. In each case I observed
marked benefit after the first ten days, and in
less than six weeks three of the patients were
able to walk without any assistance; the fourth
has onlt{ the power of standing at present, but is
evidently improving.

The above cases tend to prove that strychnine
may be advantageously administered in paralytic
affections, not only dependent on disease of
spinal marrow, but also in those in which dis-

ordered function of the brain is the primary
cause.

CASE IN WHICH TWO FETUSES WERR
UNITED AT THE STERNUM, &e.
By R. U, WEST, Esq., Hogsthorpe, Linocinshire.

I was sent for on Sunday evening, Au 13,
at about siz o’clock, to attend the wife of Robert
Garfit, & coach-painter, residing in this village.
It was her fith confinement, and she had always
had easy labours. She stated that she had had
alight the whole of the day. Having

ned, on examination, that the os uteri was
well dilated, and having felt through the mem-
branes one knoe presenting, I at once directed
my patient to go to bed.
en I tame up stairs again, on examining
in, I found a set of membranes still gdresenﬁng,
wﬁch 1 ruptured, and then I felt, besides the
knee above mentioned, two feet, neither of
which belonged to it} and, passing the
higher up, I made out the foot belonging to
knee, and higher still, the toes of a fourth foot.
My conclusion, of course, was that this wasas
case of twins, in which all the four feet had ‘m
down together; and that it was the other set
Imyself had ruptured. Taking this view of the
nature of the case, I did not anticipate the
slightest difficulty; I passed my hand into the
uterus till Ireached the perineunt of one foetus,
and, thus making sure that the two legs I pro-
ed to bring down first belonged to the same
y, I gltoeeeded with the delivery of feetus
No. 1, These two legs came down with no mose
than the usual vsﬁ gentle traction, till the knees
had cleared the vulva—the toes being turned to-
wards the os pubis, when I perceived that s
greater amount of traction was gradually be-
coming necessary. As I could still feel the legs
of the other child near the perineum, I considered
that this unusual bulk by the side of, or rather
behind, the buttocks df the one I was attempting
to bring down, was sufficlent to account fora
little increase of difficulty, particularly as the
body of the second ftetus appeared to be in front
of the first, and had therefore crossed it. All
attempts to }msh these feet out of the way were
unavyailing, for the obvious reason, as I thought,
thal there was no sufficient prominence which
could hold them back. I continued accordingly
to use more and more force, until I was well
to both thighs with a cloth.
at was the cause of the difficulty that was
now beginning to be of serious amount? I was
forced to conclude that the fotuses, by lying
across each other, were somehow entangled.

Inow egtuued my left hand (the mother I
on her left side) along the back of the ¢! to
reach, if possible, the cause of entanglement. 1
head hitherto being using the right. With con-
siderable difficulty I succecded in reaching the
left shoulder, but could not feel anything un-
usual there, I, however, managed to bring down
the arm. _ After this, by grasping the thighs with
both hands, and using very considerable foree in
traction, I brought the feetus so low that the
cristee of the iliac bones were all but external to
the vulva; but all my efforts to bring the child
any further down were fruitless.

{wem to the foot of the bed, and introdu
the left hand again by way of the perineum,
tried what I could do by grasping the body of
the child above its pelvis, while with the of
hand I pulled at the legs; but it was useless:
and, although my thumb and fingers seemed to
pass nearly round the child, I felt nothing un-
usual. The two feetuses seemed jammed .

1 be; to think it would be necessary to let
the other two feet come, in order to bring the
ceuse of entanglement, whatever it might be,
more within reach: butI durstnot venture upon
such a bold plan; for supposing the fretuses to
be separate ones, as was most probable, it would
be unjustifiable, I thought, to do a thing so cut
of course as to allow the bodies of two iull-imwn
children to occupy the pelvis at once. 1 was
altogether so puzzled in mind and exhausted in
body (my hends, with nearly three hours’ in-
cessant exertion, being 8o much cramped, that
now and then I could hardly grasp snything),
that I determined on having the benefit of a con-
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sultation and of a second pair of hands, I felt
also that a divided responsibility would be very
desirable.

I therefore desisted from any further inter-

ce beyond an occasional examination during
8 pain, whilea messenger fetched Mr. Gilby from

rd, a distance of seven miles. 'We then pro-
ceeded as follows : —

‘While my friend held the legs of the feetus
enveloped in a napkin, drawn down as far as he
oould, I passed the blunt-hook up aleng the
back and endeavoured to get a hold somewhere.
As it would not hold by the shoulder, I forced it
t.h.rouﬁh the back close to the spine, and got a
firm hold by one of the ribs. I may mention
that the funis had been prolapsed more than an
hour, and had long ceased to pulsate. By this
plan—Mr. Gilby pulling at the legs, while I
pulled by the blunt-hook—we, by using very
considerable force, brought the body a little
lower down, but we could not bring it away.
The blunt-hook, having dislocated the spine and
broken two or three ribs, began to tear out. It
was therefore withdrawn, and I was searching
for anothmlace to fix it by, when I felt what,
without suficient consideration, I took to be the
second arm attached to the body of the child
already half born. Without giving myself time
to refleet that it was too thick, down I'pulled it.
This was aleg. I could not have heen deceived
=-it was certainly attached in some way to the
same, body of which the two propcr legs had for
some time been external to the vulva. I ex-
amined again and made out this time plainly
enough that the two feetuses were united, and as
far as I could reach I could not find out where
they separated again. I directed Mr. Gilby's
attention to this most extraordinary circumstance,
which at once explained the immense difficulty
we had expetienced, There was nothing else for
it now but to let both the bodies come together.
They were united at the navel, abdomen to gb-
domen; and there was but one funis, which
passed I:I(l):ardg into the two bellies at the point
where union commenced. Both were fe-

‘We made several attempts with the flat hand
passed along the united bodies to feel the neck,
or, if there were two heads, the necks, with the
division between them; for we could not tell

" whether thete would prove to be but one head
lndpne neck, or two. But until we had drawn both
bodies down a little lower, we eould not pass our
hands hlgh enough up, To make a little more
room, while Mr. Gilby held the fetuses as low
down as he could, I passed my right hand up
the back of the second feetus, which, it will be
ugdentood, was lying next the os pubis, and
with much difficulty succeeded in getting down
its left arm, though I fractured the humerus in
doing it. This done, we were enabled to draw
down the bodies so low, that we could ascertain
that there were in reality two necks, and conse-
quently two heads. We now decided on sepa-
sl the fetuses. I therefore passed a bistoury,
guarded by the forefinger of my left hand, as high
up ttﬁle unign la.s I could dob wit.hhsafety to the
mother, and, plunging it in, brought it out again
at the united umbilicus. We pgrceived that a
large mass of liver had been cut into. This we
tore away along with nearly the whole of the in-
testines belonging to both children. By so doing
we diminished the bulk occupying the pelvis so
much that we were enabled to draw the bodies
downa good way further. I have said the blunt-
hook had divided the spine, and made a consider-
abie hole in the back of the first feetus; and now
that an incision had been made, which opened
its abdominal cavity, this child was so nearly in
two, that at any rate it was not likely to be of
any further use for traction ; so it was cut off and
laid aside.

It was now our object to bring the bodies low
enough to enable us to complete the separation,
and aftcrwards open one of the heads if it should
be neccssary. I therefore passed the blunt-hook
up between the children, und got a firm hold at
the top of the junction, and while Mr. Gilby,
again grasping the pelvis of the second child, made

powerful traction with both hands, I made equally
powerful traction with the blunt-hook. After
two or three efforts of this kind, a violent ex-
gulnive pain coming to our assistance, the two
eads, to our great delight, came suddenly away
together, and complete delivery was offected.
ow, it has been mentioned that there was
only the body of the second child left to pull by.
This kind of traction brought the head of that
fwtus below the chin of the other, the extent to
which they had been divided having enabled the
remaining undivided tion to stretch suf-
ficiently to admit of this favourable change of
position, Thus the heads, in point of fact,
passed through the pelvis one after the other.

There wasa ﬁod deal of hemorrhage after the
birth of the children, and in two or three
minutes the one placenta was without any diffi-
culty extracted. The labour was over a little
before midnight. The perineum was uninjured,
and the mother has recovered without a single
bad symptom.

The appearance presented was that of two
perfectly formed and well-developed female
children united from the umbilicus to the necks.
They weighed, without the enormous liver and
those portions of the intestines which were torn
away, 113lb. avoirdupois; and estimating the
weight of the parts removed, and of the blood
that was lost, at a pound and three-quarters, I

ink we may safely assume that they would
have weighed, if entire, 13lb.,, which is two
pounds more than the average weight of twins,
according to Burns. The union at the top was
formed by a common sternum, or rather by the
clavicular extremities of two sterna united end
to end, and passing nearly straight across. This
double sternum was very short, and would, if
removed, have presente the aﬁpearance of a
nearly square piece of bone with a clavicle at
each of the four corners. A kind of raphé could
be felt at the point where the bits of sternum
joined each other. Below the sternum, onboth
sides, the true ribs were united by short picces of
cartilage which ran straight across from the ribs
of one child to the corresponding ribs of the
other. The cartilages of the false ribs turned
upwards, and were attached to the under part of
the cartilages of the lowest true ribs.

The liver having been cut nearly in two, and
torn away along with nearly all the intestines, it
‘was impossible to ascertain the relative position
of the parts in that portion of the abdominal
cavity in which the sac of the peritoneum was
common to both feetuses. There was but one
umbilical chord, and, as that was not at all
thicker than the average, I imagined it possible
that the children might each supply only one
umbilical artery ; but, on examining the iliacs in
one of them, I found that each iliac sent off its
artery in the usual way. The aorta of the other
foetus, having been cut in two in the situation
where the blunt-hook had divided the spine, had
been torn away along with both kidneys; but
there could be no doubt that this child supplied
two umbilical arteries as well as the other. The
chord must, therefore, have contained four um-
bilical arteries ; but for various reasons, which
which will be more apparent when I come to
the description of the heart, I think it probable
that there was but one umbilical vein. I regret
that, when I was searching into these matters the
day after the delivery, the whole of the funis, as
well as the placenta, had been made away with
by the nurse.

Attached to the under part of the raphé of the
common sternum, which formed a kind of roof
to the two chests, was a membranous bag ex-
tending across from side to side, and down to
the diaphragm. On cutting into this, I found it
was a pericardium containing a curiously-shaped
heart, common to both feetuses, Passing the
finger along the top of this heart, I found that
its only attachments were at each side, the
middle part for the space of about two inches
being free. Flat and shaped like a kidney, it
scemed to lie evenly between the two chests;
but by stretching it downwards it assumed some
obliquity, which I found was occasioned by the

circumstance that each uj corner of the heart
was connected with the right side of each fatus.
Each child had a complete pair of lungs, three
lobes on each right side, and two on each left,
the mediastina cxtending backwards from the
centre of the common pericardium. Two thymas
glands were attached to the under part of the
sternum, separated from one another by the
pericardium. Each fcetus had two kidneys, and
the pelvic viscera in both were perfect and well
developed. Although the liver was much torn
and nearly cut in two, I was yet enabled to make
out distinctly that it was a large one, common to
both children. I couldnotfind any gall-bladders,
but probably there would be two; at any rate
there must Lve been two ducts, one for each
duodenum, The diaphragm was torn to shreds,

The heart itself is shaped like a kidney, and
weighs exactly one ounce avoirdupois. OQu
external examination, it is found to possess the
following peculiarities :—One cnormous large
auricular sinus having two t:ﬁenings into it at
one corner, supposed to be the openings for a
common superior and inferior vena cava; with
five auricular appendages—one very la.r‘ie under
the openings for the cave, two at the other
corner looking like another large one split in
two, and two smaller ones near to each other,
hanging down on the other front of the heart
between the roots of the two aorte—all these
appendages communicating internally with the
large auricular sinus. An aorta at each side of
the heart, and a single pulmonary artery having
its root near, and passing under, that aorta
which is situated nearest the openings for the
cavie. These three vessels all furnished with
semilunar valves. No traces of pulmonary veins
can be found.

Thus this heart may be said to consist of but
one auricle for the admission of blood, ahd one
ventricle for its expulsion by means of three
arteries. It is evident, therefore, that though it
might do very well to support fetal life, even for
both children, it could not have supported extra-
uterine life for more than a few minutes.

Now, as there appears to be but one common
auricle and one common pulmonary artéry, it
is not probable that the ascending cava of each
fatus, if they could have been examined, would
have been found to have united in a common
trunk before passing through the diephragm? Is
it not also probable that there was but one portal
system? And one ganglionic spstem? But
speculations of this kind, resting on probabilities,
can hardly add to the interest of a case, in which
the facts capable of demonstration are quite
strange enough in themselves.

A~THROPOPEAGISM.—This practice was almost
universal in Egypt as late as the thirteenth cen-
tury. During a scarcity the poor began to eat
human flesh ; this at first caused general horror:
which, however, gradually subsided, until the
rich began also to make use of the same food, %I;Id
the fashion spread throughout the country. e
most criminal means were used to entrap victiins,
Among others, physicians were frequently sent
for under the pretence of visiting sick persons,
and were murdered.

TovLouse.—We hear the melancholy news
from this city of the death of M. Amédée de
Clausade, physician, member of the General
Council of Tarn, general secretary of the Medical
Association of Toulouse, &c., which happened on
the 22nd Oct. last, at the age of thirty-eight,
after a long illness. His brilliant talents and ho-
nourable conduct were duly appreciated by his
medical brethren. We sincerely sympathize
with his numerous friends on the severe loss they
have sustained.

A painter at Lubersac, named Michaud, has
lost his life by poison lately, His death was oc-
casioned by salts of lead and arsenic, which were
part of the composition used by this unfortunate
painter. The effects of the potson were so rapid
that this unfortunate man had scarcely time to
reach his home, where he cxpired with dreadful
groans and convulsions.
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ACADEMY OF MEDICINE.

Meeting of Nov. 2; M. BraiN in the:Chair.

THE PLAGUE,

The French Government, adopting the views
emitted in the report of the academy on the
ﬂlague, has appointed MM. Prus, Fauvel, and

urguidres as resident physicians at Alexandria,
Constantinople, and Smymma. The emoluments
of these various situations are fixed at 12,000 f.
annually ; and the academy was now called upon
to decide upon the instructions to be given to
these medical agents. Before the instructions
were read a communication on the same subject
was received from Dr. Aubert Roche,
awish that the ** médecins sanitaires "’ appoin

by Government be positively forbidden to prac-

tise in their respective residences. The motives
for this interdiotion were, the hostility which
would be created against the institution amongst
the professional men already established in the
East; theloss of time occasioned by privat'esru:-
tice, and the difficulty of following attentively an
epidemic of plague breaking out at some distance
from their residences, together with the patients
under their care for different diseases. e two
first paragraphs of the instructions were then
read and adopted by the academy,

Section 1. Investigation of the sanitary con-
dition of the foreign country.

£ canited 1o ekt wigianon, cach o the phy:
port to their viei , .
sicians shall establish an attentive and i.nosuit
inquest into the state of health of the sur-

rounding population, They shall belong ez
. officio to the consular eom:nyttees of health al-
ready existi

ting in the Levant; they shall Ehoe
themselves in correspondence witg the physi-
cians, apothecaries, and other well-informed re-
sidents ; and frequently visit the hospitals and
the poor quarters of the city.

2. They shall keep an official document, and
a monthly account of deaths and births.

7 condions of e toipe cotesing the BA<bouE,

conditions of the ships enteri ur,

:30: the caravans ﬁompt.:m interior.

4, Tllxley sl:n.ll neverbeiorget that ungutem

rts the plague may be sporadic or epidemic;
la)gdthatinthehttnycm it is occasionally the
tesult of local causes, and sometimes brought
fu;lm mo;e :1)-“ lessbdim.nt lands by the mo&
sphere, by ships, by pestiferous patients, an
perhaps even by goods. They shall constantly
apply themselves to inquire into these various
circumstances, °

Section 2. Visit of the vessels, crew, and pas-
m;gex“sr ll:omemrgh bound. h ohall

. enever the sanitary physician

have been requested by the F?ench consul to
deliver the certificate, upon which will be pre-
md th: E’u of_he:‘}:h of a ship, he shall pro-
:eed as follows in investigations necessary
to enlighten his judgment on the facts to be
made known, at the same time with the sanitary
state %t:; t.h:;l:ﬁun :-Eu Jace. tak

6. ) in the first place, take cognizance
of the written declantionl;f the captain, which
the consul will place in his hands. In that de-
claration shall be stated the nature and quantity
of the goods on board; the number of the pas-
sengers, together with the indication of the
places they come from ; the list of the crew;
the history of the lutm; the stations of
the ship during the months which pre-
ceded her putting into harbour; the date of the
last diseases observed on board, their issue, and
the absence or actual existence of any cases of
illness in the ship. With this eemxnat e the
sanitary physician shall go on board.

7. Never losing sight of the circumstances
which may favour the production of a centre of

infection, he will examine if the destined
for habitation are sufficiently and venti-
lated ; he shall inquire into the number of per-

sons on board, the degree of humidity of the at-

mosphere of the ship, and the means of venti-
lation,

8. After the ship, he shall examine the crew
and passengers; he shall remember that the
lague, even in its incipient stage, generally
trays its presence by some exterior sign. His
attention shall successively be carried upon the
characters of the pulse, the state of the tongue,
t.heap?enmeeof the eyes, the more or less firm
step of the person examined. The palpation of
the axillary and inguinal regions take place
only when some symptoms will form legitimate
unds of suspicion, and shall always be per-
rmed with due delicacy. -
9, In ordinary times, when no epidemic shall
be t, the above-prescribed operations will

ce. In case of an epidemic, special precan-

tions may become necessary, when the physician
shall lmv’e sojourned some time in the room of a
pestiferous patient, or shall have been
compromised in any other manner. The visit of
the ship, crew, and P““:ﬁm shall be made
upon the mail-packets and all ships of H.F.M.’s
service, by the surgeons of the ship ; and for all

ial vessels, not furnished with a medical
officer, by a physician of the city named by the
nmt:rl.y physician, and appointed by the French
cons

Curious Facr oF Naruvmar History.—M.
Duméril, at a late meeting of the institute, re-

ported upon a memoir of M. Boursier, relative | P

to the singular fact of silkworms’ which
were not fecundated, and still were ggh. M.
Duméril observed that this was sot an isolated,
Or even an uncommon, circumstance ; he had re-
marked that the females of insects of very dif-
ferent kinds, but particularly amongst the noc-
turnal lepidoptere, prod occasionally fertile
soon after i throushtheirehrysdis.

e insects of this es found in summer upon
ts are all females and fecundated ; it is only

in autumn that the males appear. They couple,

and the females bring forth eggs which produce
in spring female individuals, who do not require
to be fecundated to be fruitful; this may con-

tinue for several generations, even as far as ten’

successive births of female individuals, without

FACULTY OF MEDICINE.
OPENING MEETING—THE ADDRESS,

The recess of the faculty was closed on the 3rd
of November, and at one o’clock the opening ad-
dress was delivered bz‘the professor of %hylio-
logy, M. Bérard. The subject chosen by the
mmwtha&tn:ﬁymof Haller, and an ap-
preciation of the illustrious physiologist's re-
searches. We translate the following i—

“ . + + . What! a panegyric of er
in the year 1847 ! Have not me{:mod bodies
to which he belonged paid one century ago the
tribute due to his memory? Can you hope to
interest us more to the hisi of his youth than
his countryman Tcharner ? ve you ﬂu#re-
tension of expounding his doctrines after Vicq
d’Azyr, or his politics after Condorcet? Let me
say a few words of the ists of Haller. He
was one of those few individuals to whom no
branch of human knowledge is foreign. Phslo-
logists may well be surprised to find him com-
posing for his own use, at the age of nine years,
s Hebrew grammar and a c:ﬁm dictionhnryl;
or translating into Greek, in , & theme whic
he had to write in Latin. Pm’wﬂl quote with
enthusiasm the noble versés in which he cele-
brated the sublimity of Alpine scenery, or the
highest aspirations of the heart. More than one
naturalist has founded his reputation on less im-

portant bo researches those of Haller,
mentators look upon his exposition of Boer-

haave’s doctrines as a model ; and the learned can
hardly conceive how he found time for other
labours after the publication of a work which
required the perusal of upwards of six thousand
volumes. Political writers have not disdained to
examine his observations on the best form of go-
vernment. Carrying into more abstruse matters his
thirst of knowledge, Haller writes upon theology ;
with Bernouilli, his master, he lonng the depths

of integral and differential calculation ; he
lishes a dissertation on numismalology ; all
these various claims upon glory are in some de-
gree obsoured by the immense éela¢ of his ana-
pansgyrits habo maeayoared. to represant. him
ists have V0! to represen
ﬁm.uu.. ts, to describe his varicus

logist, and in that still considerable field of study
I will not follow the same path as m

non:for.inlSﬂ,vem:xbej i in mo-

;| o e 2 ) Rl

by the physiologists of the

ighteenth century, .
elg“le illustrious Chancellor Bacon who pointed
out the method to which modern sciences are in-
debted for their a wish that,

acquired knowl be drawn up for each

of human know]
future labour and er progress, The middle

of the eighteenth century was a peri W
ﬁwoqr:bil% to the :ealin’tion of m

hysiology. .
X Sines one hundred , physiology affected
the perhaps of the

pretensions
only basis of the etiology and trestment of dis-
eases. Medical practice had successively obeyed
the sway of istro-chemists, iatro-mechanicisns,
and of animists. Their reign was over, it is
true; but each had brought forward, in sup-
port of his doctrines, facts which called for a
more satisfactory interpretation, and materials
tobeputwtpmpetml:ln;.hg.llhdldtm
traces of their passage, ysiology presented
a si mixture of opinions borrowed from
the bad chemistry of Sylvius or Willis ; from
mechanics, the more exact and, therefore, more
seducing applications of which had not been
less abused ; from Stahl’s dactrines, which had
the merit of pointing out at last the difference

. between living bodies and inorganie matter, but

which, refusing .the assistance of physical
sciences, had proscribed their use instead of
merely forbidding abuse, and disdained too much
the matter, to understand properly its functions.
The romance of life had been composed ; it was
time to write its history, a task facilitated by
the progress of anatomy. . . . The time was,
therefore, come when Baeon’s wish could be
realised. -Atgmt;ﬁochlgrmmenuesddm_
wanting ; for the illustration of this period
Haller was born. Although he had poured out
upon various subjects that intellectual activity
with which his mind overflowed, he had always
shown a marked preference for anatomical
studies and the science of life. In-Holland, at
the age of eighteen, he had followed the lectures
of the celebrated Albinus, He had seen with
no less admiration that other illustrious anato-
mist, Ruysch, that donus senez, as he often calls

“him, pursuing at the age of ninety, with juvenile

ardour, those anatomical practices which had
rendered his name pop in Europe. In
France, Winslow—in England, Douglass—had
been his masters. Professor of anatomy at Gat-
tingen, he dissected no less than 350 human sub-
jects 1n the of seventeen years, noting each
day the results of his observations, and com-
pering them with the remarks of his contempo-
ruries and ; his desire of serving the
cause of science made him overcome his natural
repugnancy to torture animals, and he multiplied

his vivisections. . . . He had neglected no
occasion of improving his knowledge of com-
ive anatomy. . . . His reading was

the man who undertoor{o wiite the history of
physiology from its origin up to the middle of
the eighteenth century. He resigned his chair,
and, resisting the handsome offers of the Kings
of England, of Prussia, and of the Czar, he re-
tired to Berne, at the age of forty-five, there to
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divide his time between the reduction of his
¢ Elementa Physiologise,” new experiments on
the development of birds, and the public affairs
of his t:;:m:rhy D:f' it not sleom to you, genttll:-
men, t the soul is tly reposed e
recital of such facts? lﬁnthey not comoza the
mind ved by the aspect of ambitious rivalry,
and of that uncurbed avidity which values the
professor’'s gown only as s more remarkable
g w s e o
pecuniary ul wi
now speak of the labours of er, and a little
of the Iphpiology of his age; with that double
view, 1 will run rapidly through the circle of the
functions,
“To take from, and moet, incessantly mate-
rportant condstions of e lfs of 4 orgamed
t i of the ki an organi
begg.mmil the component mattét of that
snimated whirlpool in which, at every instant,
:'Q:r admih.tted ﬁf:h atoms, to bowwried ::day soon
y i r & moment ipa in its
life? Th'i:ngm t blem could not be
solved in the days of er. . . . Thanks
to modern chemistry—a science which is become
almost a branch of physiology—those elementary
bodies fit to form living matter have been pointed
out., To what would, even lately, have been
i as a8 t fiction, e{mutry has
iven the character of a rigorously-demonstrated
. « o+ Beldom does any di be-
come domesticated in_science without some pre-
paratory ideas being discernible in the writings
which have preceded it. If Haller did not and
could not know the elementary composition of
organic matter, he perceived some degree
analogy between oertain vegetable - substances
and the flesh of animals, He was not ignorant
of the fact that Beccari had mentioned the
existence in flowers of a substance not very re-
mote‘l){ connected with animal matter, and sus-
eeptible of putrefaction. That fact, which would,
perhaps, have escaped another man, is fully
understood by Haller in its physiological bear-
ings; and he gives the name of gluten to muscular
flesh, to fibrin, which chemisté"now-a-
days consider as idenﬁu;c;‘vithcillntm in its
elementary composition and chemical properties.
S A Belgian, Van Bochante, read, tn 1791,
to the Academy of Sciences of Brussels, a series
of papers, in which he endeavoured to prove that
animal matter is eomg:ed in “the v ble
economy’ (such are his words), and that it
passes ready formed into the body of animals for
the purposes of nutrition; he does not except
fatty matter, the origin of which in animals has
caused amongst the most illustrious chemists and
agriculturists of our own age polemical debates
wppiaud these Tescarehes without craggerating
and these res without
.?&:i: results. When it shall have been demon-
strated that animals incapable of forming organic
matter receive it ready-made from the vegetable
kingdom, the chemical problem will be solved;
but the problem of organism will remain un-
ravelled. We will not yet know how fibrin,
atrest in the t, becomes, when assimilated to
the animal, obedient to his will; how albumen,
dissolved in the fluids of the plant, and in the
animal arranged in longitndma{' strise, transmits
impressions and orders with the speed of light-
ni:f; nor how it feelslight in the retina, sonorous
undulations in the ludltorypnlte, and assists in
the brain to the production of thought.

“ Haller’s first step in medical literature was
coning popuiss, "During the proeeaing seninry,
coming po; 3 ing the ing century,
no renecro{:‘l'ud produced so lively a sensa-
tion as those connected with the discovery of an
excretory duct. Steno and Wharton had en-
joyed the glory of inscribing their names upon
the salivary ducts, and, in their enthusiasm, the
excellent countrymen of Maurice Hoffman cele-
brated in a periodic banquet the discovery of the
pancreatic duct ; thus entering a convivial Fro-
test, glass in hand, against the pretensions of the
Bavarians, who claimed for Wirs the si

. honour of the discovery. Similar triumphs
doubtless, disturbed rest of more than one

anatomist, for every day some new excretory
duct made its lpmnce. The spleen, the thy-
roid gland, had ; norhad the thymus been
forgotten. Coschwitz had said that saliva was
poured upon the basis of the tongue by an ex-
cretory duct, the existence of which was gene-
rally admitted. Young Haller omfulz.iqiected
the vessels of the tongue, and showed that a vein
had been mistaken by Coschwits for an ex

duct. Modern chemists will doubtless smile in

perusing the in which Haller describes the
phenomena of di ; but the phIldolo{in
will again and read them y. The

constriction of the glottis during deglutition—a
discovery which began the scientific fortune of a
modernacademician —is positively mentionedand
:Epreciaad by Haller, as well as the motion of
e which occasions the falling of the
epiglottis. No author ever described so accu-
rately the peristaltic motion of the intestinal
tube. The physicians, who some years since
brought before the Academy of Medicine a new
meth_odbeof trem:::n of typhoid f“]fr’ will, per-
haps, somewhat surprised at
with tives, Haller was in the it of
putrid fever in its incipientstage. . .
On the history of the chemical elaboration of
food in the stomach, Haller left some points to
the investigation of his sucoessors. Spal i’s
artificial digestions had not yet been instituted,
nor had he shown to his astonished contempo-
raries, ic juice dissolving food, out of the
body u\i.mnil Modern chemistry only could
show that alimentary matter is transformed at
the same time that it is dissolved; that the

of | dinstasis of saliva, or perhaps the mucous mem-

brane of the mouth, converts starch into
dextrine and glucosis ; and thatin the stomach,
fibrin, albumen, gluten, caseum, are by another
ﬂ changed into an albuminoid matter, in
which albumen, fibrin, and caseum will be again

found for the pﬂn:ﬂ;u of nutrition. And in
some points, ’s doctrines are not far re-
moved from those of his successors; he ad-
mitted the dissolution of the nutriment by the
gastric juice ; his chapter on the acidification
of the luliln the &mh l:oem- toml:avo been
composed on ; but, in his opinion,
acidification iaymy::cidanytof a vicious digestion.
Haller believed the acidity to arise from the
food, not from the tric secretions, which he
deemed alkaline. On the usages of bile nothing
has been written of a more complete nature
than Haller's chapter. The combination of
fatty matter with water and bile forms an
emulsion, which is absorbed under the name of
cAyle. 'To those who considered bile an excre-
ment, he very judiciously observed that, if it
‘were an excrement, it would not be poured into
the duodenum, where it would taint the chyme.
ihe Iyrnphadio, the bmmmortal Eltvoy efused $0

e tics, imm to

'm%mw tem of veesels. . . . .
His efforts were ineflicient, and the lymphatics of
the intestine were among the ts of
the absorption of chyle. So far the subject was
in a state of progress ; but the learned men of
the age did not stop in time. Hunter and his
pupils refused to the veins any absorbing power,
attributing it exclusively to the lymphatic
system. . . . ing more was wanting
but to invent Q;R:nhedonﬂcu endowed with an
elective sensibility, which permitted them to
take or to reject at will the substances which
came into. contact with these mouths, The
pro ion of this error we are obliged to refer
to Bi ‘t&ndhillohool,‘ml‘l’diema still be
traced in the uage of modern cians,
who speak of ‘absorbing orifices,’ gnr:lo not
make any difficuity to admit the absorption of
certainsul suspended in liquids—globules
of pus, for instance, or analogous icles, This
retrograde period had already begun when Haller
wrote his ¢ Physiology,” Hunter having pub-
lished his first researches. Notwithstandin
the authority of that illustrious name, Haller di
not deviate from theright path, He showed that
fluids penetrate through the parietes of the veins,
and accumulated many proofs in support of his
view. . . . .

¢ It will hardly be recollected nowadays that
Galen believed in the existence of a mass of air
in the pleurm, which pressed upon the lungs
during expintion. But, in Haller’s time, many
hysiologists still admitted its presence, and
ﬁunberger amongst others ; Haller demonstrated
entally the of the opinion. But

this was only one side of the question. He made
the action of the two sets of intercostal muscles,
and the play of the ribs, the object of a new
series of experiments, and of an admirable ana-
]'.Ilil of the iratory movements, Haller saw
at, when both pleure are opened, the lungs
::l:ge and the animal is suffocated ; but he
lly avoided the gross mistake of s0 many
ancient surgeons—and, whyshould I fear to say
it, of some honourable p{ sgcaians who took a
part, some years since, ina on empyema
m the Academy of Medicine? He takgs care
never to say that the lung collapses on account of
the pressure of the atmosphere; he knew full
well that this phenomenon is due to the retrac-
tility of the viscus. . . Although Haller carried
to & high degree of perfection the description of
the mechanical phenomena of respiration, the
state of chemistry in his day did not permit him
to penetrate the essence of that function. It
is necessary to be aware of the strange ideas
adopted at the time on the seat and conditions
of sensibility, in order to appreciate fully
the services which Haller rendered to science
on these points. The tendons were con-
sidered by contemporary surgeons a3 ex-
quisitely sensitive, and the seat of that sensi-
bility was placed in the cerebral membranes.
In the nerves, the neurilemma alone was sensi-
tive, notthemedullarysubstance ; and Mariotthad
established as a fact thatthe choroid membrane of
the eye recived the impression of light. . . What
was not the universal surprise when Haller
asserted that tendons, ligaments, articular cap-
sules, bones, cartilages, the dura mater, peri-
toneum, pleurs, pericardium, veins, and arteries
were insensible ! that the knife might be plunged
into parenchymatous organs, and that pieces
might everi. beremoved from them, without any
appearance of pain! . . The experiments
were everywhere repeated, and Nature made
in all places the same answer. From all direc-
tions Haller received letters confirming his dis-
covery. From Italy garticulnrly, where the
vivisections were attended even by cle en,
amongst whom we may name Father V. Patrini,
the Rev. Urbano Tossati, Abbati Felice Fontana;
all three soon to be eclipsed by the illustrious
Abbé Spallanzani. . . . In one solitary
instance did the great man, absorbed in the con-
sequences of preconceived views, refuse to admit
the evidence of his senses : although he had seen
that the brain might be wounded without pro-
ducing pain, still, preoccupied with the idea that
the properties of nervous matter must be every-
where the same, he concluded that the cerebral
lobes were semsitive. . . . . At the same
time that Haller published the results of his
experiments on sensibility, he brought forwerd a
discovery of even feater importance—one closely
connected with the philosophy of our science.
In the body of man and animals, some parts
enjoy the of contracting under the
uence of a stimulus. If this notion has now
become familiar to you all, gentlemen, it is to
Haller you are indebted for it ; his masters had
tdught bim nothing of the sort. Can you
imnfne the chaos of science, at a time when
Baglivi considered the durs mater capable of
contraction, and of throwing into motion the
animal spirits by its movements! when Pacchioni
supxz’:s a sort of antagonism between the false
cerebri and the false cerebelli, producing suc-
cessively the compression of the corresponding

arts the brain! Haller appeared, and,
slmvenn’ ing the laws of irritability, showed that
property belonged to the muscular fibre, and
for ever banished from science those absurd
explanations founded upon the contractility of
flbrous membranes, the shortening of tendons,
&c. . . Haller demonstrated that the stimulus
ofthe external muscular system was the change
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produced in the nervous system by the influence
of will; and for the hollow muscles, like the
heart and digestive tube, the stimulus was found
by him to be the fluid contained in their cavitics.
. This influence of the stimulus Haller
was in the habit of demonstrating by a very
striking experiment, which consisted, in an
onizing animal, to change the succession of
pgnnomena in the heart in sugh a manner that
lnw%“ It whioh e readily obieiaed By rotaining
t whi readily obtain Yy retaining

the blood in the left cavxyties.

““ What place should be assigned to Haller
amongst the men who have endeavoured to
siw:mixn our science? Evidently amongst those
physiologists who have prepared modern vitalism,
.+ s On one essential point, the connection of
irritability with nervous power, Haller's doctrines
have been revised by modern authors. In the
voluntary musoles, does it persist after the
seotion of their nerves, and have the peristaltio
motions and rhythmic contractions their source
in the intermittence of stimulation, or in the
nervous centres? These quesiions have been
re-examined, and have not been answered pre-
cisely in the sense of the Hallerian doctrine.

“ i.nally, gentlemen, the mysterious function
of generation fixed Haller’s attention : his studies
on the impregnated ovum, and the development
of the chicken, almost threw into the shade
Malpighi’s researches; and the conclusions
whiah he drew from his observations fixed for a
time the theories of generation. Haller adopted
openly the theory of evolution, The embryo is
created : impregnation causes the development
of existing f’?x‘:; organs grow, they are not

nerated. 'This theory agreed well with that
of irritability. The action of the spermatic fluid
on the pre-existing embryo was to give up to the
immoveable heart; the moment that mainspring
of the system was thrown into action, the arteries
and veins extend, and, by their pressure upon
neighbouring parts, cause them to condense and
become more apparent. The most illustrious
men adopted Haller’s view: Spallanzani believed
in it ; and Bonnet wrote to Spallanzani to try by
experiment if the spermatic fluid might not be
replaced by the electric spark. A philosopher’s
dream ! The days of Prometheus were passed,
and that fire which some short time after
Franklin stole from the heavens, was incapable
of animating that germ untouched by the male’s
spermatic matter. You may, perhaps, inquire
what had given so much consistency to the
theory of evolution now replaced by that of epi-
genesis? It was, gentlemen, an anatomical
peculiarity, badly observed. The yolk of the
ehicken is contained in a sac which is continuous
with the bird’s intestine. The vessels of the
sac emanate from the vessels of the chicken,
The membrane of the yolk pre-exists, said
Huller, ergo, the chicken, whose intestine is con-
tinuous with that membrane, also pre-exists.
The original fact, gentlemen, was badly ob-
served. The sac which contains the yolk is, like
the chicken itself, a new formation, organized at
the internal face of the primitive membrane.
This had been seen and asserted by Haller’s sn-
tagonist, Wolf, and has been since, with the
assistance of our more perfect instruments, re-
cognised most undoubtedly to be the truth.

at chiefly attracts in Haller's erudition is not
only its extent, but the choice, the intelligent
use of the materials amassed by his predecessors,
and by his contemporaries : it is, above all, the
honest use he makes of these materials. . . His
taste for erudition did not make him neglect the
book of Nature: he oonstantly reverts toit: and he
has given the most judicious precepts to guide
the student in vivisections. His style has the
austere form and the lucidity most proper to
scientific works, but sometimes shows the touch
and the mind of the poet. We may quote the
following instances of a rare felicity of expres-
sion :—The fetus, bathing in the amniotic fluid,
maves its lips and mouth, as if secking for some
unknown good—food or air:—*Captant quasi
honum jgnotum, cibus ne fueris an aer.” Paint-
ing the effects of continence, he compares the

spermatio fluid to a virus, the resorption of which
increases the power of body and mind :—* Vitale
virus maximé confert ad robur, corporis et anima.’
In what magnificent terms does he speak of the
tenuity of light ! —* Tanta nemp? est tenuitas, ut
per acils ocellum, possis immensum illud dei in-
cogniti templum dimidium auspicere.’ ”’

ﬂ. Bérard closed his speech with a short pe-
raration, in which he adverted to the advantages
opened to the students in the new museum, dnd
resumed his seat in the midst of deafening and
prolanged applause,

The following prises were then awarded:—

Firat Prize of the Faeulty,—Divided between
M. Frédault, of Paris, and M. QOzanam, of
Lyons,

Second Prize.—M. Coffin, of Dijon.

Honourable Mention.—Mesars. Blandeau and
Boulland.

The Corvisart Prize.—M. Leudet, of Rouen.

Montyon Prize.—Divided between Dr. Hil-
lairet, of Angouléme, and Dr. Colin, of Poiley.

Prizes of Midwifery (sages femmes).—First

rize, Miss Leveillon; second prize, Miss

icaise.

Ernerpar IvuaraTioN—DeatR-—(From the
“ Journal des Connaies. M. Chir.”’).—On July
10, at the Hatel Dieu of the city of Auxerre, a
man, aged fifty-five, of a robust constitution, was
placed under the infiuence of ether, for the pur-
pose of undergoing an operation for the removal
of a cancerous tumour. After an inhalation of
two or three minutes, considerable agitation was
abserved in the face and limbs; during five
minutes more, the inhalation was continued, and
complete insensibility was established. The
first incision was performed ; but the dark colour
of the countenance having attracted the operator’s
attention ; the pulse was felt, and the patient
almost immediately expired. On dissection, the
brain, lungs, and heart, the liver, kidneys, and
spleen, exhaled a strong smell of ether ; the blopd
was dark and viseid, and the lungs were in their
posterior parts the seat of l;zpo-utic congestion,

D. M‘Caxtry, D.M.P.

Abscess of the Bladder.—Dr. Lawrence Turn-
bull, of Philadelphia, narrates the case of a
gentleman, seventy-seven years of age, to whom
he was summond in consequence of a supposition
that the patient was suffering from gravel. He
had been unable for several hours to evacuate his
bladder, and in his endeavours to do so could
only pass a few drops with T‘ett pain. He had

ered previously from similar attacks, and was
relieved by the introduetion of the catheter. He
was now placed in a warm bath, an enema of
étarch and laudanum given, and a silver catheter
introduced, being forced through the projecting
part of the prostate gland, which was consider-
ably enlarged. The urine drawn off. was con-
siderable, the first portions being mixed with
blood, and having a strong ammoniacal odour.
It was necessary again to introduce the catheter
early the next morning, and an elastic gum
catheter was left in the bladder for three days.
The urine now became charged with a tenacious
mucus of an alkaline character, so thick as to be
with difficulty poured from ane vessel to another.
%{e. was ftl':en grde;ed to glr:g.k freely of an in-
usion o eira brava, a supposi of
opium nndp'l:emloek was given. The ;tli?line
mucus soon ceased to flow, but it was necessary
to introduce the catheter three times a day; a
few ounces of urine in the bladder being suf-
ficient to cause the most intense pain. For a time
his pulse continued steady, and his appetite
good: afterwards, howeyer, it became small
and thready, the tongue becoming brown and
cracked ; the urine diminishing in quantity;
restlessness and vomiting supervened, and one
month after his attack he died. Upon examinin
the body there were found a hernial tumour mg
a hydrucele, from which he had suffered several
-years. The intestines were found glued together
with freshly-effused lymph, and their coats in-
jected, forming a true case of peritonitis. Upon
raising the intestines a large portion of omentum
waa found down in the sac, being at-

~

tached to the walls of the abdomen hy the
pressure of & truss. Upon raising the bladder
there was a quantity of pus found within the
pelvic cavity of a dark, grumous character, ocea-
sioned by the opening of an abscess situated upon
the summit of the bladder, There were
three smaller abscesses on the lateral surface of
the organ communicating with its cavity. and &
much larger ane on the antevior portion of the
prostate gland. There was slso an opening like
that made by & catheter thm:ﬁh the third lobe
of the prostate, which projected into the cavity
like a nipple. Posteriorly to this, in a pauch,
there was a large portion of lymph, partly
organized and imbedded in which was 3 mass of
white icles of phosphate of limse, forming a
kind of mortar. The whole length of the bladder
was about five inches and a half, and its width
four and » half; tha cavity was capable of can-
taining from three to four ounces of uring. Its
walls were half an inch in thickness, and the
rostate gland, on its lateral side, was two
inches and a half long, and two and a quartes in
breadth ; being abaut eight times the size of the
gland when healthy. The kidney of the Jeft side
was very vascular, and the papille were ossified
upon their margina. There was also a serous
cyst upon its surface, nat connected with the
internal portion of the kidney. The right was
vascular, but not ossified, and the ureters very
much inflamed in their whole cqurse.
splenic artery was ossified. .
Surgical Treatment of Edema of the Glottis.—
Dr. Gardon Beck stated to the New York Medi-
cal and Burgical Society that he had long
thought that in cases of eedema of the glottis,
when suffocation seemed imminent, the patient
might be relieved by incising the edges of the
glottis and epiglottis. .An opportunity ocourred
in which he had recourse to the practice with
decided benefit. The patient, suffering under
inflammation of the fauces, became affected with.
dyspnces, attended with paroxysms of impending
suffocation. On passing the finger into the
fauces, the epiglottis could be felt enormously
swollen and tense, The swelling of the glotus
could likewise be distinguished. In the opera-
tion a pair of curved, sharp-peinted scissors was
employed, and afterwards acurved, shayp-pointed
bistoury guarded to within an inch of the point.
'The patient expectorated two or three spoonfuls
of hlood mixed with the secretions of the fauces,
and expressed himself decidedly relieved. Be-
sides the operation, the patient was bled, leeched,
ighaled agqueous vapour, &c, He recoveyed,
Animal Ligature.—Dz. W. T. Wragg, in a
paper on the use of animal ligstures, quoted in
the American Journal of the Medical Sciences,
states that he has been in the hahit of using these
ligatures upwards of ten years, and for a long
time he has used none but these. In the course
of this period he has tied the arteries of the
fingers, hand, forearm, arm, leg, and thigh, and
he has never seen any symptom result from
which he could infer that the knot had not been
removed by absorption. From the facts he has
observed he deduces the following inferences : —
1. That the deer-sinew ligature, if properly ap-
plied, will effectually arrest hemorrhage from
vessels even of a large size. 2. That they pro-
duce less inflammation of living tissues with
which they are placed in contact during the time
they remain as foreign bodies in these tissues,
than other substances,
ceptible of being absorbed and carried away by
the action of the living parts in the midst of
which they are placed. The substance used is
the deer sinew dried, stripped down and twisted
s0 as to form a small round thread of smooth and
regular surface, inelastic and strong enough to
withstand any degree ot force that can be applied .
to it by the fingers in drawing the knot. The
manner of preparing these threads is as follows :—
First, the sinew should be well prepared, which
is done by dissecting the hamstring tendon care-
fully out so as to obtain the greatest length of
the fibre. The long tendons running down the
leg will answer also, but they are not so easily
stripped, and, therefore, do not give threads of

8. That they are sus-
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as regular gize, These tendous are red b
lonﬁ and careful drying, and shou dq:x‘ever bz
}i‘ﬂe till all moisture has disappeared from them.
O stxrip them down to the proper size, the pro-
oess should commence at the middle part ofp the
tendon and proceed towards the ends; by this
?i‘ms the entire length of the fibre is obtained.
r 4 any difficulty is experienced in tearing the
ham apart, the tendons should be beaten with a
wmmer,- but not so violenty as to destroy them.
hen reduced to a very small size, the fbres
13::: be l::outened in water and twisted, either
Or two more together, so0 as to prepare s
t‘llueead of the desired size. This is thel:: h?ald in
fi.r Bngers afew moments and stretched while
yiRg, 80 as to retain the twist, which will re.
main permanent after the sinew becomes dry.
: e# thus prepared should be kept on hand,
bﬂr they become more and more adapted to use
.{’;:35;; ;I‘ney'should r:lot be very large. The
ary, insome de, sccording to
artery on_whxych it is to beg“'hced. dagto the
Congenital Obstacls to Catheterism.—Professor
Theile, of Berne, mentions the ecase of & man
who hanged himgelf, into whose urethra a probe
was introduced, in order to ascertain if ejacula-
.t;on of the spermstic fluid had accompanied
eath.  The probe, however, could not be made
?e enter n:gro than .l? inch; neither could s tube
! enter when an atterapt was made to
inflate the bladder. On inveetigation, a fisaure
Was found in the urethra 6 in length, the
greater B;:tnon of which lay on the lower surface
of the g 8, and reached to its posterior border,
thus presenting the lowest degree of hypospadias
and a deficiency of the prepuce corres
to the fisgure, When the urethra was cut from
the glans along its lower wall, nothing unusual
was obsle':'-vgd, either in texture or diameter; but
about 5°* Jines behind the summit of the glans
there was seen a septum about }**/ thick, running
8 or 9" along the urethra, so as to form a sepa-
Iate canal above the normal passage. This upper
tube at its terfor extremity was about 3" .in
diameter, coming gradually narrower till it
ended in 8 blind sack. [t was lined with mucous
membrane throughout, The interior border of
the membranous septum being inclined down.
wards, the upper eanal viewed from befors had
an infundibyliform aspect, while the dismeter
of the normal canal was narrowed by it sp as to
bo scarcely greater than 1//; thus the probe,
as well as t e tube for the inflation of the
bladder, on being introduced into the urethra,
passed into the funnel-shaped opening of the
?p?: canal; and, if a catheter had been tried
uring life, it would have rum into the same
D he i anage. ming
r- Enema in Operations,—Dr. Cumming, of
Madras, had a boy under his care who, $welve
days previously, had fallen froma tree; the right
humerus, near the shoulder -joint, was fragtured,
forearm completely mortified, and the gan-
grene had extended considerably beyond the
elbow-joint ; but no line of demarcation had
formed. It was determined to amputate the
limb, apd o try the effect of the vapour of ether
in the form of enema. The instrument consisted
of 8 large bladder, with an enema-pipe attached,
ap ounce of ether having been poured into it
The patient being ynsble to sit up, the lower
Part of his body was supported, the instrument
then introduced, and a basinful of boiling water
Placed under the bladder, so that it was partly
immersed in the water, some of which was also
repeadedly thrown over it; but, though the latter
Soon expanded, after seven or eigh!. minutes only
a little drowsiness was produced. Shortly after
the. Instrument wag removed, and the ether re-
Maining taken out. An ounce of fresh ether wus
then introdyced, and the pipe, by tying a cloth
well round its base, was made outwa.rt%y. at its
ttachment, as air-tight as possible. The second
attempt succeeded in two minutes; almost imme-
dintelyafter which, perfect insensibility being dis-
Sovered to exist, the instrument was withdrawn,
¢arm, about two inches below the level of the
axlla, was romoved by the double-flap operation,
Which ocoupied but $wo or thres minutes; the

vesscls were speedily secured, and all the
were completed but two, when, while ir
the needle, the patient for the first time

uttering a faint cjaculation. The con
stitch made him ejaculate slightly again,
was not till he had been carried to the wa
he knew the operation had been perf
Very little blood was lost during the opert

Mecroscopic Examingtion of a Cancerous '
of the Breast.—The patient from whom L »
scirrhous growth was takén was a female, thirty--
seven years of age, under the care of Mr. Syme,
in the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, Last De-
cember she abserved a swelling of the left
mamma, sttended with sharp shooting pain
which was thought to be an abscess, and trea
by fomentations, &c. Under this treatment it
decreased in size, leaving in its place a small
tumour the size of a horse-bean, in which she
felt a sharp, gnawing pain, It increased rapidly,
p&roxgsms of psin coming on at intervals, at-
tended by swelling of the arm and axillary glands
of the same side. On admission into the hos-
pital, the tumour was the size of a small orange,
and separable from the true substance of the
gland. It was removed by a single incision, and
the patient was dismissed with the wound com-
pletely healed. The microscopical examination
was made by Dr. J. H. Bennett. A thin section
was removed from the centre of the tumour b
means of Valentine’s knife, and examined wit
a power of 250 diameters linear, It consisted of
a mesh-work of fibrous tissue, forming waved
bands, arranged here and there in circles vary-
ing in size. Bome of these were very large (one-

th of 8 millimatre in diameter), enclosing other
circles, each of which were surrounded by several
filaments of the fibrous tissue. Some of these
circles contained numerous nucleated corpuscles
crowded together, mixed with granules; others
contained only a few, or nothing but granules.
Here and there were to be seen several compound
granular corpuscles, On adding acetic acid to
the whole structure it became more transparent.
Many of the fibrous filaments became invisible,
and such as remained were studded here and
there with glongated nuclei. The walls of the
corpuscles were partly dissolved, and rendered
very transparent; whilst their nuclei were un-
affected. The eream-like fluid, which could be
squeezed from the surface of the tumour, con-
tained—1, nucleated cells; 2, compound granular
corpuscles; 3, numerous granules. The nucleated
cells were of a round or oval form, varying in
size from the 1-100th to the 1-50th or even
1-40th of a millimetre in diameter. Some con-
tained one nucleus, others two, of an oval form,
varying in the longest diameter from 1-100th to
1-76th of a millimétre. Some of these nuclei
contained one nucleolus, and others twa. On
the addition of acetic acid, the cell-wall was ren-
dered more transparent; the nuclei were un-
affected, and appeared in comsequence very
distinct.

Influence of the Periods of the Day on Mortality.
—Dr. J. L. Casper, of the University of Berlin,
has examined the question respecting the relative
rates of mortality at different hours of the day.
His data consists of 5595 deaths officially recorded
in Berlin, by those who are appointed by Govern-
ment to verify death, and report the cases. To
make the results simple and intelligible, the
number of deaths is taken at 100, and the day is
divided into four sexhoral periods. It is obvious,
if the rate of mortality was the same throughout
the day, there would be 26 deaths in each
period; but the following are the results :—

From 12 to 6 A M......... 25
» o 12 ,, oeeeel 29
i 6 PM......... 25

”

w o 12, .. . 21
From this it will be perceived that the maximum
amount of mortality occurs in the six hours be-
fore noon, while the minimum rate occurs in the
six hours after noon. The other two periods of
the day appear to be indifferent. It is rather
singular as a result to find that the morning
hours are those in which the greatest number of”
deaths occur ; but it must not be forgotten that

pyevsa— ] W e e e = cemm—m
elo nucle, resembling the ordinary primi-
‘tive cells of muscular fibre; between these are
Qeposited nuclei, in some of which a central nu-
cleolus may be detected. It is from these nueclei
that the fibrous cells are formed, and they are
in structure identical with the nuclei visiblein
these cells. In making s section of a nasal
polypus we usually its structural elements
arranged in the following order :—Externally
there is a layer of polygonal cells of pavement
epithelium, forming a protective investment.
Below the epithelium is a layer of the round
nuelei of the above-mentioned fusiform cells, and
in most cases below there is a thick layer of
muclei and cells—the organized product on which
depend its shape and ness. The red vascu-
lar structure in the body, at the extremity of a
polypus, consists of a loose network of nucleated
fibres, and of eapillaries filled with blood, and
haéving a diameter not excecding ‘005 of a milli-
métre.”

The Opposite Polarity of the Tissues.—Dr.
Baumgaertner, of Freiburg, quoted in ¢ The
British and Foreign Medical Review,” has the
following observations in reference to the fact,
that if a piece of muscle be separated from the
body, together with a Emion of its nerve,
on repeated stimulation, the irritability is lost,
and is only recovered after a period of rest ; that
the power must have been derived from the
muscular tissue itself ; and that, in fact, there is
a sort of polar or ganglionic action between the
two forms of tissue. As an analogous process
in ganglionic action, he points out the increase
in magnetic power of a magnet induced by an
increase ip the weight of the iron. It is, there-
fore, concluded that the terminations of nerves
are not simply recipients and conductors, but
are also active agents in innervation, and have a
polar relation to the tissues in which they ter-
minate, Another curious theory in connection
with nutrition, brought forward by Baum-
gaertner, is the opposite polarity of apparatuses,
as of vision and the optic nervous centres. The
reaction of cosmic agents within the living body
also presents a subject of curious inquiry, espe-
cially with reference to sleep. This, he says,
is dependent upon the law of alternate activity
and repose, and not upon cosmic agents only,
There is less stimulation during the night, and
consequently the tissues rest to recruit their
power or become charged again, During the
state of activity in the day thereis greater stimu-
lation, and the accumulated power is discharged.

Turning by the Head.—Dr. Heller considers
that, while turning by the head is an old opera~
tion, it is at present far too seldom performed, as
it is applicable in many cases where turning by
the feet is practised to the destruction of the
child, Turning by the feet is, undoubtedly, in
a great number of cross positions, the only
method which ean be chosen, as in very rapi
labours, narrowing of the pelvis, when the liquor
amnii has been long discharged, complete ab-
sence of pain, &c. But in many cases of crossed
position, with prolapsus of the cord, or of an
arm, or where the head is not found in the
neighbourhood of the os uteri, the case has been
brought to a safe conclusion turning by the
head, with less danger to the ehild. Three cases
are described. In one of these was complete
torpidity, and loss of power in the uterus. The
child lay completely across, and was already
sutrid. The constriction of the os uteri ren-

ered spontaneous delivery impossible, and did
not allow turning by the feet, from the proba-
bility of producing rupture of the uterus.

Abdominal Pregnancy, Suppuration, and Ez-
traction of Fetus through the Abdominal Walls.—
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Dr. Duckert relates the case of a woman who,
during her fourth cy, was attacked by
an ox, who thrust his horns under her clothes,
lifted her up, and then let her fall on the ground.
‘When seen by the physician, she was pale, cold,
and almost.pulseless, The abdomen was very
painful, swollen on the right side, and the feetus
could be very distinetly felt through the abdo-
minal walls. The movements of the child could
not be felt after the accident. A considerable
quantity of blood flowed from the vagina. In-
ternal examination found the os uteri closed,
and the vagina pushed to the right side. The

feetus could not be felt, The woman, during
her P ancy, had frequently suffered from ab-
do m ain'].:h wl;ul:}x she la: :\he‘ver before ex-
perienced. e follo in was in-
creased, and was m::lenlzimitid to?:mnrtic\ﬂu
spot. doses of

Leeches were applied to it, an
calomel prescribed. C?n the third day the pa-
tient was much the same, and warm fomenta-
tions were ordered. An abdominal pregnancy
was now diagnosed. The hemorrhage from the
vagina became more and more watery, and con-
tinued three weeks ; and the abdominal pain con-
tinued to be more or less strong. An abscess,
after about three weeks from the receipt of the
injury, was discovered in the abdominal walls
below the umbilicus, This was opened, and the
incisioltled , on ifing t the fcet\tl)sl
presented at the . It was ex wi
the putrid placenta. Ell%e cord still adhered to
the abdominal walls, but was afterwards sepa-
rated by ulceration; very little hemorrhage
occurred. The wound was brought together by
sutures. The disc at first was considerable,
ichorous, and very feetid, but was soon succeeded
by that of good pus. In six weeks the wound
was nearly closed, so that the patient could
leave her bed and walk without difficulty.
Sulphuric Ether in Intermittent Fevers.— Dr.
Challeton, of Gannat, has had great success in
the treatment of intermittent fevers by ad-
ministering half a coffee spoon of sulphuric ether
in a glaas of & water, either at the moment
of the first shiver, or at intervals of every four
hours, on the day preceding that of the attack.
The efficacy of the treatment is confirmed by
practitioners in the neighbourhood also.

REVIEWS.

—
Observations on some of the Parts of Surgical Prac-
tice. To which is prefized an Inquiry snto the
Claims that Surgery may be supposed to have for
being elassed as a Science. By Joun P. VINCENT,
late Senior Surgeon to Bartholomew’s Hospital.
Longman and Co. 1847.
This is, on the whole, an interesting book, and
one which on many unds invites a careful
perusal. The author devotes his first chapter to
the consideration of the claims of surgery to be
oonsidered as a science, and he then proceeds to
give his impressions on a variety of subjects,
which include a majority of those that are most
interesting to the practical surgeon; and this,
too, after an experience of half a century in a
large metropolitan hospital, Looking at the book
abstractedly, there is much in it to confirm the
respect which we have always entertained for
Mr, Vincent as a sound practical surgeon ; re-
garded as a crop of half a century’s growth, in so
rich a soil as a public hospital, we cannot con-
sider it as a very abundant harvest. We are
sorry to observe that some are rendeced
difficult by an obscurity of style, which may
possibly render them repulsive to those readers
to whom they would be most useful. We found
ourselves occasionally reading the same sentence
two or three times, and then ing on un-
certain whether we had, or had not caught Mr.,
Vincent’s meaning. We hope, however, to give
a correct general impression of our author; and,
as our remarks on the chapter on Science will
lead us to consider some of the impediments
thereto, we shall conclude this week with a few
remarks on the ** Hospital System,”’ and review

the E;:ctiul surgery of the work in our next
number.

Theauthorthinks that themanner in whichmen
too commonly proceed in acientific investigations
isto exercise theirperceptive (* perceptuousness
to the exclusion of their intellectual faculties, an
to endeavour to make out by the facts of per-
ceptivity, merely, those relations which can be
evolved by the intellect alone (*¢ intellection ") ;
adding, justly enough, that these are distinct
powers, and that it is not uncommon to observe
a vivacious perceptivity with a very low under-
standing. * The most perspicacious representa-
tion derived from the senses ”’ (observes our
author) ¢ can never implant in the mind a single
intellectual truth which is to become the starting-
point of science. The anatomist prosecutes wi
zeal and ability the knowledge of the forms of
animal structure, and by such labours various
observers have given different accounts of the
muscular fibre, just as new and improved micro-
scopes have come into use, The fact is that
this sort_of discovery amounts to nothing until
the mind can elicit all the relations existing be-
tween objects, and then it really becomes a
scientific enunciation.” (P.9.) conformity
with such views the author considers that
the chief impediments to the progress of sur-
gical science are to be found, in too ex-
clusive a reliance on objects of sense generally,
referring more particularly, firstly, to mere ana-
tomical investigation as such; secondly, to a
too great disposition to investigate the molecular
structure of Xuts; thirdly, to too t a thirst
after rare and curious cases, rather a careful
study of the relations of those of more common
occurrence ; and lastly, in a disposition to re-
liance %n opi}xiolr; :; authority. ese and other
causes have, in , after years’ experience,
led Mr. Vincent to ohserve that it may
be truly declared that the practice of sur-
gery is little more than a collection of
opinions unstable and fleeting, and generally
prescribed by those whose position in the sur-
gical eociety of the day gives them tone.” Now,
all the causes here mentioned by Mr. Vincent as
hindrances to the interpretation of Nature (and
many others) were particularly insisted on by
Bacon, and the truth and validity of them have
long since been demonstrated by experience;
but we do not value the less the adhesion thus
given to the Baconian method, in relation to a

ranch of knowledge where it is s0o much re-
quired, by one who has had so ample an oppor-
tunity of observing the consequences of a neglect
of it. Mr. Vincent’s illustrations of his argu-
ment from mathematics do not strike us as very
happy; but we take this opportunity of ob-
serving that there is s very prevailing error (im-
portant in regard to natural science), that there
is nothing strict or certain in reasoning but in
mathematics—as if ¢ were something different
from other modes of ratiocination. e steps
by which the intellect procecds are not varied
by the science investigated, though they may be
sometimes by the particular test which it is the
object to apply. Comparatively few men are
well versed in logic; fewer still, perhaps, in
strictly inductive reuoning; yet every man
employs both, every day of his life ; neither is
inductive reasoning, in our view, an art of
i l;”blz:ture,somuchuitisltha
art, as n observed in regard to logic
by Whately. All modes of ascertaining OSe
truth, and of testing it, involve proceedings the
rules of which it is the object of induction and
logic to give beforehand, just as grammar is not
an art of speaking properly, but the rule to
which all correct speaking is reducible. The
truth is, there is only one mode of reasoning
correctly, and it is very easy for the student in
natural science to reason just as soundly as the
mathematician ; he has only to adopt similar
cautions; he will always find that he can com-
mand certain dafa, which, if they be disputed,
he can prove by exactly the same process as that
on which a postulatum in mathematics is to be
defended, viz., by showing the absurdity of the
opposite supposition ; but men will not do this :

they will assume, which the mathematician does
not; they will generalize from insufficient par-
ticulars, which the mathematician never does;
and, when they find themselves in error, they
blame the stubbornness of the material instead of
their faulty mode of working it. But we shall
probably recur in future to this subject; in the
meantime we perfectly agree with our author, in
a general sense, as to the very small claim which

the prevailing s has to be regardedas a
science, alth . h we we ive the small

i of times.  'We are glad to see
our author

uoting Bacon in support of his
views; no gbserntion of that extraordinary
man, for example, is more necessary to the sar-
geons of the present day, and particularly those
of anatomical schools, than—

“Sensus enim fallunt utique, Testimonfum
et informatio sensus semper sunt ex analogia
hominis ; non ex analogia universs; atque prorsus
mMagno errore asseritur, sensum esse Mensuram
rmmbm‘;.unm" enim per se¢ res infima est et

8 A
Now, whilst we agree with Mr. Vincent
generally as to the low condition of surgery,
and whilst we concur with him as to the opera-
tion of the causes which he has mentioned,
still there are many others to which these are
subsordinate ; and, as matters are, we pro-
test against the of St. Bartholomew’s, or
of any other hospital where the teachers are
similarly constituted, being inferentiallyor other-
wise l;?nrded as a fair representation of the
status of English surgery ; but, as in explaining
our objections it will be necessary to examine a
little into the * hospital system,” we will illus-
trate our remarks by a few observations on Mr.
Vincent’s own hospital, St. Bartholomew’s. This
school was raised from noth.ix;g by Mr. Abernethy
to be one of tﬁgﬁl:s;,dif noth‘ e b“t'Emh %
surgery in , ps in .
Abernethy did nothing else (and we think he did
a great deal more), he at least gave a scientific
phdse to modern surgery. We care not whether
Mr.  Abernethy’s views may be allowed to com-
prise a generalization, or be viewed as axioms or
processes leading thereto ; but he did this, he
enunciated certain clear, definite, intelligible, and
easily-tested propositions ; and the whole of his
practice was a series of as clear, as definite, and
as unavoidable consequences from them. Nothing
like this had existed in surgery before. Some-
thing like a step prepara had been made in
those of Mr. Hunter’s labours which related
more immediately to surgery, in the collection
and, still more, in the im: ing of numerous
Jacts, some of them little, others not at all, ob-
served before. Though scarcely amounting towhat
we should term generalization, they justified the
aziom that * the whole sympathized with all its
parts;” butthis Mr. Abernethy, with the creative
spirit of inductive observation, converted into a
surgical form of vast import when he enunciated
¢ the constitutional origin of local diseases.”
Abernethy said that local disease, injury, or irri-
tation, would disturb the whole m ; and,
conversely, that general disturbance would in-
fluence every local affection. The treatment,
therefore, of so0-called local malady, neces-
sarily with him involved attention to the whole
body; but further, as local requisitions, striotly
80 called, were for the most part simple and ob-
vious, and consisted so largely in avoiding that
which was hurtful, so, they were easily secured.
But the care of the genen{ system obviously in-
volved requisitions much more varied, more re-
condite, more important ; so that in every case,
however (so ealled) local, the care of the general
system formed in Mr. Abernethy’s shn the
leading feature of the treatment, Itis r
& mistake tosu; that hethought nothing of so-
called local applications ; and no error can be more
than to suppose that he thought of nothing
gut the stomach, He did think, however, that
the media through which the system was more
generally disturbed were the digestive organs,
and therefore his chief attention was directed to
ensure the tranquillity of them, He also regarded
impressions acting on_ the nervous systam
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primarily as very important sources of consti-
tutional disturbance ; but, as he had little
confidence in ministering to this by medi-
cine in a direct sense, so he chiefly addressed his
measures to the nervous system mediately
through those organs “so wont to disturb it,”
viz,, the digestive organs, Plain and simple as
itions were, they were, on their first
en ,met by theinflictionsso oftenawarded
:nldmoes in lgance; mﬁﬂ::d 31‘ be ct;re-
y examined, they were first disputed, then
ridiouled, lastly deciared to be what every one
knew bef ,;.;(Iiy t}an nnivern:lllly recogt;_u:ﬁl.
howvever vever imper, ollowed, in parts o e
civilized world. Now, that many medical men
‘were aware of the facts observed by Mr. Aber-
nethy is true; that we see practical recognitions
9(‘ some such influence in e, mﬂm«t
in every family even, may be admitted ; and thus
(to use a phrase of Dr. Wordsworth on another
subject) there might have been a thousand Co-
of Mr. Abernethy’s views, but he
'was their only Newton.

Now, to show how little this was due to the
system, this man was allowed, under
* the system,” to be twenty-eight years assistant-
surgeon to the hospital of which he had all along
been the distinguished ornament, and whose
school he had formed. Mr. Abernethy was in
many p(_)inu of view an unusual, in many an
extr , man, We think that upon most
subjects he had a good deal of the **non tatigit
guoad non ovuavit.” However that may be, few
would deny him considerable originality, none
that he never neglected to add to and adorn his
lectures with the inculcation of a sustained mo-
rality in our professional relations. He had a
most remarkable felicity in simplifying difficult
subjects, and plwh? them before the student in
forms most easy and attractive. He had a pene-
trative sagacity which enabled him to anticipate
and sympathise with the student on points which
‘were cult or repulsive. He had alwaysat
ocommand a variety of illustration, and with a
changeableness of manner—now serious, now
8aY, now quaint or humorous—always natural,
could at pleasure command the seriousness, sus-
tain the attention, awaken the sympathy, in-
terest the feeli enliven the fancy, or excite
the risibility of his audience ; and stiil he under-
tmho hmg the :‘l est celare artenbthnt, al-
ug ing was done without its object, yet
all seemed to arise from the interest he feit in
the subject rather than from any desire to impart
that interest to his class. As we have no oxgzr-
tunity in these passing remarks to do Mr. T-
nethy justice, we may possibly at some fature

time return to this subject.
Now, it were to have been wished that the

* man who thus founded the school should have

been succeeded by men who, if not of the same
depth, order, or variety of talent, should at least
have had kindred minds, as being, one would
think, most likely to have sustained, if not the
onward movement of the school, at least that
status which it had derived from its founder.
‘We believe that Mr. Abernethy had formed
mat:g surgeons out of the hundreds he had edu-
cated who might have been fitted for this pur-
pose; but the hospital system required that the
choice should be made theoretically from, it might
be, five or six apprentices, but virtually restricted
to two; and who were they? Messrs. Lawrence !
and Stanley ! ! Risum teneatis, do we hear ; nay,
reader, this is no subject for laughter or smiles,
Now it to us, and we judge from their
ublio acts only, that few men could have been
gﬂmd who were more different from, and we
think more antithetical to, Mr. Abernethy than
Mr. Lawrence or Mr, Stanley. 'We beg dis-
tinctly to repudiate the est intention to
offer any opinion, much less to insinuate any-
thing, in disparagement of their qualifications as
ﬂ':cﬁcal surgeons; we take these for granted.
. Lawrence may have peculiarities, character-
istics ; and who has not? His early quarrel
with his friend and master; a remarkable
lubricity of conviction, & kind of plasticity
of opi not common even in public matters,
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and which have been exemplified scarcely less
drolly on points connected with science, than
they have on what are called medical politics.
His evidence before the first committee of the
House of Commons, and numerous other public
acts, evince considerable peculiarity, but we fear
they are not original. oreover, Mr. Lawrence
has an industrious and, as long as surgery
is to remain the thing of opinion which it now is,
he still remains a useful compiler ; though,
haps, in this respect, inferior to Mr. Samuel
gogx; but here, again, we trace no originality:
on the contrary, although as boy and man we
have, we believe, read the whole of Mr, Law-
rence’s works, and have often derived pleasure
from his nicely correct, clear, level style of
writing, yet we cannot ¢ our recollections
with a single original idea. It has seemed to us
that, though most men have a dash of everything
in their composition, originality is just the
thing that Mr. Lawrence has not. Even when
he enunciates a new application of some well-
known principle, he seems to us to get out of his
depth. Any one who will read his paper on
Erysipelas, or his treatment of Strangulated
lgernm. will lat least M what tul e::an
ow, originality was in Abernethya veryleading
feature; but, again, Mr. Abernethy, in the
Postacript to his Lectures at the College, in-
formed the profession that from an early period
Mr.Lawrence had been accustomed to **decry and
scoff at what he taught as Mr, Hunter's opinions,””
and that he, Mr. Abernethy, continued to teach
them amidst * the controversy and derision of
such of his pupils as had become his proselytes.”
Now, here was evidence of difference of opinion,
and upon points, too, somewhat closely con-
nected with the which it was Mr.
Abernethy’s object to teach, and bz which he
had founded a school in number an utation
superior to any which had been formed by any
single individual in London, or perhaps any-
whereelse. We are byno meanscertain that there
were not other differences of opinion yet more
grave, which, however little they might affect Mr.
Lawrence's qualifications in any other way, still
had important bearings on his being the most
happily chosen successor to Mr. Abernethy. Mr.
Abernethy taught definite principles, both in
surgical and moral science, which, whether
riiht or wrong, had been severely tried ; his
school had been founded on them; and we
should have thought the onward progress of
science, as well as that of the school, had been
most auspicioasly promoted by the more refined
and improved application of those principles on
which it had been raised. 'We should, therefore,
have regarded any great differences of opinion as
of great consequence, and we think the results
have shown such apprehensions to have been
well founded. Extensions of Mr. Abernethy’s
principles have been achieved it is true (as we
think), and by those who were his pupils, but
not, so far as we know of, by any of the teachers
of 8t. Bartholomew’s.

We agree with Mr. Vincent, when he states
that the mere possession of information does not
constitute a scientific mind, neither does it in
our view at all necessarily qualify a man to be a

A man might tell us a number of facts
which were to us new or interesting, without
our neoesanlg dreaming even what science
was. He might conceivadly tell us, for example,
a great deal about a country where people put
the horse before the cart, and of another where
the cart was placed before the horse; that placing
a weight on wheels iderably facilitated its
locomotion, and thousands of others, without
giving us any idea that there existed anything
called “mechanics.”” So a man may give a
clear, orderly exposition of eve:zlthing that every
surgeon in the world did in all the diseases under
the sun, with the plaisters and potions, and the
general results of them, to%:ather with such as
had been retained and thought best in 1847, and
yet never teach a student the first thought that
should form a starting-point (as our author ob-
serves) for the formation of science. Now, some-
thing of this kind suggests itself to us when we

compare one of Mr, Lawrence's lectures with
Mr. Abernethy’s. Abernethy’s lectures had
plenty of faults, as etails ; they were
careless, almost slovenly; but he tsught prin-
ciples, and that very clearly, to those who would
listen. Now, Mr. Lawrence’s lectures appear
e e oty an. Tt appeare to ik
and ils of surgery, but,as ita ]
more as an art w) ‘chhndmn.hegthoullm
thule of his * perceptuosnesa,” or his expectations,
rather than as the inductive gatherings dealt out
by a philosophical mind—as the first steps only,
the humble but necessary beginnings of a beau-
tiful science which was one day toresult, in suc-
cessfully tracing through the relations of
maladies those laws on which the health of nations
depends; and to the grevemion of which maladies,
by the light of an inductive philosophy, it was the
ozject to animate and sustain the exertions of the
rising generation. Of Mr. Stanley we desire to
say but little, We regard it as a great mis-
fortune to anyman to be placed in anysituation for
which his organization appears ill ted : as de-
monemto:;% anatomy vociferating at nine o’clock
unctually the facts of descriptive anatomy.
ith a zealous iterum tlerumque always ser-
viceable to the student; with just enough, too, of
metropolitan peculiarity and a curious oral gesti-
culation to suggest the in guo, the indigenous
origin, and give life and fun to the morn-
ings without exciting ill nature, we Mr.
Stanley was excellent; but, regarded as a sue-
cessor to any of Mr. Abernethy’s duties, we
will only trust ourselves with expressing the
opinion that he was unfortunate. But this was
e *hospital system," which neither had fur-
nished nor admitted of any other arrangement.
Now, so far from being surprised at any arrange-
ment, however infelicitous, arising out o( t
system which involves so gross an absurdity as
restricting hosginl appointments to its ap-
prentices as such, we should be surprised at any

other consequence. For, even, supposing that

iving men a prescriptive right to a provision
g;d not of itself notoriously tend to deprive them
of the very best and surest stimuli to exertion ;
that, therefore, apprentices were to be
as equally mp%l:-d with motives for exertion;
even then they hardly amount to mare, ma$°,
than one-twenﬁeﬁ of :he mtytoz 80 e
chances are not only as twen one, Or 80
thing like it, against the maximum being ob-
tained in aid of the interest of science, but leaves
it actually quite possible that a man may be
pointed surgeon whose pupillage was remarkable
only for idleness and irregularity. Again, such
a system evidently commences a boy's career
badly; he pays Mr. A. or B. 500 or 1000
guineas, not use Mr. A. is a man of science
or a distinguished teacher, so much as because
he is a surgeon to an hospital, and therefore gives
his pupil the privil:ge of becoming eligible to
the same post, which post he, the master, ac-
quired not from his talents, his industry, or
his high character, but because he had grown
into the elder apprentice at the time of his elec-
tion. This mercantile perceptivity is but the
commencement of what the practice of the * hos-
pital system” is an unceasing and ubiquitous con-
tinuation. To numerous public advertisements,
of late years have been added something very like
the civil whispers of private solicitation; the
money-value of populanty among teachers ha:
drolly enough, produced certain curious bizarveries
of position amongst the surgeons themselves, as
they are or are not teachers ; so that we question
whether at this moment there is a hospital in
London in which a genuine cordiality exists
amongst the whole even of the medical .9meen.
Then for our “author’s perceptuousness,” every-
thing that new theatres, increasing catalogues of
morbid anatomy (too often msca.lfed gthou:eogy »
microscopes, collegiate arrangements,
oombinedp?b fill up the imposing externals of &

ublic school. As Mr. Vincent observes, there
isa **huddling together’’ of the greatest quantity
of agenda in the smallest space. No time or oppor-
tunity, much less provision or arrangement, is
made for thought; so that, regarded as aren®
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where the cultivation of science is su%Posed to
be the object of every arrangement, the whole
seems very little better than a successful farce.
But we said ubiquitous. Yes, because what we
have been remarking on as observable in one
hospital is merely the typc of a system ex-
emplified in most others. The College is but a
repetition of the samc system under another
form, and by the very same men. The Royal
Medico-Chirurgical Society is tainted by the
same “system.” Every avenue, however fairly
the word science may be made to grace its
entrance, is occupied by the mercantile * per-
ceptivities” of traders in teaching, which have
thus spread far and wide under the ** hospital
system.” The appetite for position is so keen
at the men who support the system are not
even fair to each otgner, and sometimes find
justice only in the higher tone and better feelings
of the men they have injured, In the appoint-
ment of president to the Medico-Chirurgical
Society, some few years since, in which our
author (and we beg Mr. Vincent’s attention to
this, as a system which, if he has not assisted to
uphold, he has done, so far ag we know, nothing
to expose or correct), from not being, we suppose,
sufficiently manceuvring, was passed over, and
with the additional indignity of a junior colleague
of his own being chosen. We believe that, had
he required any, he would have found much
sympathy from the very men who had suffered
under the' ¢ hospital system.” Whilst on this
subject, and in relation to the cultivation of high
and liberal feelings in the profession, we would
ask, in virtue of which of those Christian cour-
tesies which should regulate the intercourse of
men engaged in what ought to be a holy calling
in a public hospital, was it that Mr. Stanley, we
will not sa{aintriguedmobmm, but allowed him-
self to be placed in the chair, in precedence of an
older fellow and a senior colleague so unexception-
able as our author, and who had the highest com-
pliment paid him from the founder of the Bar-
tholomew School, who, during his own tenure
of office, had been heard to observe that * Mr.
cent was the best practical surgeon about
the hospital.” But we must leave this subject
for a few hints to Mr. Vincent. Why has Mr,
Vincent—who has now, we see, observed the
errors—made no effort, guo ad the interests of
science, to correct them? Why has he not pro-
posed s'omethh%, if only to register his better
perceptions? Would not, for example, the too
great cultivation of mere perceptivity haye been
Judiciously opposed by a proposal to the go-
vernors of an establishment so enormously rich,
who have becn so ready to spend thousands in
bricks and mortgr, to gpply a few hundreds in
the agpomtmgnt of a grofessor of inductive phi-
losophy, and have made it his business to give
lectures exem) lifi'in? its mode of application,
and the mischief of its violation in medical
science? Would not throwing open the haspital to
concours have opened to the apprentices paths to
honours, of which, under the present system, the
attainment is impossible ; and have supplied not
only the prospective interests of science, but
what is even more to the po'mt. the patients in
the hospital with the maximum of the current
talent of the school? Does our author not think
that the appointment of hours for operating
goul& not somewhat repress the appetite for
splay— possibly, too, the number of operations—
and have been quite as useful to the student,
and fully a8 humane to the ?atients, as appoint-
inlg one day in the week? These, and many
other points, had we space, we would urge on
Mr. Vincent, who could, even yet, we fhink,
address a series of letters to the governors, at-
tended with the greatest advantage. To lay
open the system in all its bearings will require
a few articles devoted specially to it; but we
have said enough, for the moment, to show why
we should ubject to the surgery of St. Bar-
tholomew's, and hospitals so constituted, being
regarded as representing English surgery : on
ever{ side, besides the impediments to which
we have referred, we see practical exemplifi-
cations of the puperiority of surgery ou

the hospital. We will only, in illustration,
make two remarks —the one general, the other

particular. The only establishment which
recognises the necessity of providing pure air
for cases specially requiring it, or for conm-

valegcents (with the hundreds of thousands of
pounds at the disposal of the different hospitals),
18 a small, very small special charity; let
that suffice for 8 general indication. Fo:;gnni-
culars, we would consult almost any periodical ;
but, to name a case, we very much doubt whether,
out of the hogpitals, six surgeons in England
would have sanctioned the ligature of the com-
mon iliac in the case where it was had recourse
to by Mr. Stanley; and we trust that atill, for
the honour of English surgery, the case may un-
dergo full public discussion.

Therg is a good deal in Mr. Vincent’s opening
chapter which we hail with pleasure. Weimagine
that there must haye been much of the mist of
early prejudice to get through before he could
have ayowed the opinions he there expresses. It
may, therefore, seem unkind, almost yngrateful,
as lovers of science, to charge on him the very
fault which he so justly fastens on others; for
certaip it is, that, in a much higher sense, Mr.
Vincent has rather rested too much on his per-
ceptuoysness, for he has perceived, not facts
merely, but relations to the interests of science
which timidity, irresolution, or something we
know not, has withheld him from wresting to
their legitimate and best purposes, the improving
the plans and correcting the abuses of a great
public hospital.

We shall next week proceed to the more pgree-
able task of reviewing the practical part of our
author’s book, in which much will be found to
interest the practical surgeon—much that we
approve of, and some things in regard to which we
differ ; but we hope to do so in a spirit which
would much rather excite the reader to judge for
himself than induce him to rest satisfied with
our representations.
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BATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 1847.
——————

THE COMMITTEE OF POOR-LAW
MEDICAL OFFICERS.

TrE meeting of Wednesday last was extremely
well attended, and the matters discussed of con-
siderable importance. The most important was
the arrangement of & classified series of in-
quiries, to be addressed to every union surgeon.
The value of the returns needs no remark as a
basis of legislative or Government interyention ;
and, after a very diligent and careful discussion, &
tabular form was unanimously agreed on, and
ordered to be printed. During the considera-
tion of this important document, the Committee
had the benefit of several useful suggestions
from Mr. Farr, the Deputy Registrar-Gencral.

In the course of a few days the Committes
will have communicated with every union sur-
geon in the kingdom.

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT AND THE
PROFESSION.

Tue early opening of the Parliament gives an
opportunity to the Council of the National Insti-
tute to bring before the notice of the members of
Parliament their claims for incorporation, and to
solicit the support and advocacy of those en-
lightened senators who desire to see the broad
principles of truth and justice established among
all classes of the community, and: who feel that

of | the true destinies of sacisty at large, and of every

section of which it is composed, aretobe brought
out and perfected through the medium of just
laws, enlightened intercourse, and a wise cn-
couragement of moral and fntellectual progress.

‘We need not say that the cause of the general
practitioners is identified with the advancement
of these sound and universal principles: theirs
are the objects with which every intelligent man
would sympathize, and every liberal man delight
to see realized. It can be no longer tolerated
that a body of men whose usefulness to the
public surpasses that of sany other class of so-
ciety—whose attainments, despite the eovert but
no less malignant aspersions of the representa-
tives of the Colleges of Physicians and SBurgeons
before the Select Committee of the House of Com-
mons, are highly honourable to our profession ;
and whose station in saciety, won for themselves
by their devotion to their duties, their restitude
of character, and their superior knowledge, is
now emulative of that of the more favoured, but,
perhaps, less worthy satellites of other institu-
tions—we say it is not to be tolerated that this
body of men should be deprived of the benefits
and respectability of a legal incorporation, and
should by this deprivation be defrauded of their
due weight and influence amongst the institu-
tions of the country. Here is a large and useful
body of men, who have no name by which they
may be known to foreign nations, no suthority
through which they can trest with and be re-
ceived by our own Government, and who are
unjustly stripped of all the dignity with which
an incorporation would invest them before the
English public.

Politically, this is their situation; and in the
regions of science it can be proved, incontestably,
that the governing bodies of the existing incorpo-
rations have done all that in them lay to resist
the forward impulse which a superior education
and the progress of society had created, and, bath
by positive acts gnd malicious statements, to limit
the aequirements, and to degrade the intel-
lectual character, of this ill-used body of men.

However, day by day they are growing
stronger, and are fortifying the position which,
at the establishment of the National Association,
they took up; and the publia, at the same time,
are becoming better acquainted with the bearings
of the question, and especially with the anomalous
and unfair position, in the profession, of their
ordinary medical attendants.

Before this number shall be published the
Parliament will have mat, and the members will
have assembled in London for the transaction of
their parliamentary dutice. It is incumbent on
every member of the Institute to obtain an in-
terview with such members of Parliament as his
professional duties or other relations may enable
him to call on, without intrusion, and submit to
their attention such gn outline of the principles
and objects of the Institute as shall be easily
comprehended ; 8o that, when the subject comes
again before the Parliament for discussion, the
members may be well informed upon the false
position and the just claims of the general prac-
titloners, and prepared to give this body their
zealous and enlightened advocacy,

It is probable that, during the next session of
Parliament, a committee will be appointed to
continue the inquiry into the subject of Medical
Reform, and we conclude, as a matter of course,
that the Council of the Institute will be heard on
the part of the general practitioners.

‘Weunderstand that the Council are assured of
thair right ta be heard, and this is a sufficient
answer to the audacious assertions that have
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been of late made in the pages of another journal
sbout the Council of the Institute having dis-
gusted the Government, and lost all influence
upon this question. Such statements, however,
_&ppenring in sucha journal, are always understood
in a contradictory sense, and, thercfore, require
no trouble an oyr part to refute. :
It must be borne in mind that the general
p'r;ctitionen were not examined, either indi-
vidually or by representative agents, before the
spesial committes that sat last session, and, eon-
sequently, the House is not in posaession of the
arguments that the general practitioners might
adduce to justify their claims. The evidence
that we are now publishing is, therefore, ex-parte ;
and, after all, what a lame and impotent case the
College authorities make of their vested interests
and their exclusive rights. They do not now
appear to have any, or, if they conceive that they
Aave, they make a very pusiflanimous defence of
them. Conscience makes cowards of us all. If
the Council of the College of Surgeons and the
Censors of the College of Physicians content
themselyes withsuch feebleandshallowarguments
to systain their artificial ascendency, we shall
begin to think that the old adage, ‘* Corporations
have no conscience,” is undergoing a practical
refutation ; qnd that the force of public opinion,
in our profession, can extract a pang of remorse
from the callous insensibility of inveterate self-
interest, and bring a blush of shame to the lean,
cadaverous, parchment cheeks of the functionaries
of en icy-hearted corporate oligarchy.

THE MEDICAL CORPORATIONS AND
SANITARY REFORM.
It is a singular circumstance in the histo
of medical colleges that, while established for
the express purpose of guarding the public
health, they have scarcely ever been found
carrying cut the intentions of Government in
giving them a corporate existence. The exami-
nation of candidates for license to practise seems
to be, in their estimation, ali that is required of
them, and they rejoice in the luxury of good in-
cqmes procured with little expenditure of time
or talent. Diplomas are intimately related to
education, and the value of the former ought
only to be estimated by comparison with the
latter. If thishas been of a high character, there
can be little doubt that the majority of those who
obtain authority to practise any branch of the
healing art will be entitled to public respect and
confidence ; but if, on the contrary, it has been
defective—it matters not what professional titles
aman may have conferred upon him—he will be
the means of inflicting a vast amount of injury
upon his fellow-creatures. The State, therefore,
cannot be condemned for acting improperly when
1t committed into the hands of medical institu-
Yons the education of individuals who songht in
after life to follow the practice of medicine, and
the authority of testing the manner in which they
klu! used their opportunities, by a stringent ex-
amination, In conferring these powers upon
corparations it acted benignly, and those who
bave gbused them have conducted themselves
ungratefully.

But it is evident that the State, in granting
charters of incorporation to medical colleges, con-
“f-!lfplated something more than the mere act of
&ving diplomas to worthy candidates, viz., that
of promoting by every means in their power the
Public health : it was but one part of their duty
ta send forth mep skilled in the art of adminis-
tming the best zemsdies to the sick members of

the eommunity; it is implied, if not expressed, in
the charters of incoporation, that those to whom
they were granted should use all the means at
command to remove those causes which produce
disease and death. If such were the case, then
is it evident that, as regards the great question
of sanitary improvement, every medical corpora-
tion of the three kingdoms has been signally
remiss in performing its duty. Public ag-
tention has been directed to the fact that
the preservation of health greatly depends
upon the manner in which houses are con-
structed and streets laid out, and that the in-
habitants actually have in their own hands, to a
very great extent, the issues of life and death.
This subject was first broached by members of
the medical profession, and with great pains and
expenditure they have maintained an agitation to
the present time, which promises speedily to
produce the most desirable results, It is true
that, in this great work, they have not laboured
alone, but have gttracted around them numbers
of the laity, without whose assistance they could
never expect to accomplish their benevolent in-
tentions. But, we ask, what medical corpora-
tion has ever bade the little band of sanitary re-
formers god-specd, or stretched forth a helping
hand when they were struggling against dif-
ficulties? We look in vain to England, to Scot-
land, and to Ireland, to find one who has ever
done this. In Edinburgh the fever has swept
away multitudes, and causes have been pointed
out which have greatly increased its virulence ;
but the Colleges of *“ Modern Athens’” have been
content to look on, unmoved as the Roman
Brutus, when he gave his children to the lictors,
In London, the College of Surgeons counld suffer,
without a murmur, the stench of the Portugal-
street burying-ground to be constantly under its
nose, and secmed so much in love with it as to
make no effort for its removal ; the Physicians’
corporation, influenced by pride, removed
from their old establishment in Warwick-lane,
which, to their disgrace, has been converted into
butchers’ shambles, cnd in Pall-mall they
have with singular contentment snuffed the ill-
scented gale, occasionally wafted across the Park
from the regions of Btrutton-ground and West-
minster Sanctuary. The Blackfriars Company,
bent upon carrying on a thriving trade in drugs,
chemicals, and certificates, have never made
even a single attempt to benefit their tenants by
properly repairing the wretched old houses in
which some of them dwell, or of preventing the
burial of the dead close against their windows,
Public attention has been raised without their
assistance, and amongst all the petitions that
have been sent to the British Parliament, praying
that a measurc may be passed which shall render
more salubrious densely inhabited cities, none
have been found from medical corporations.

At the present time, when the cholera is at
our doors, they exhibii the same stupid apathy,
and, if we are permitted to form a judgment from
their conduct, we must arrive at the conclusion
that they care not how many thousands of the
population are swept away by the Asiaticscourge
when it invades our country. Even now there
is time for something to bp done which may re-
pair a damaged reputation; and, by entering the
vineyard at the eleventh hour, they may obtain
rewards with those who *have borne the burden
and heat of the day.”” Doubtless, after the advent
of the cholera, the public and the profession
will be favoured with reports of meetings on the
subject under the roofs of collegiate houses,
museums will be enriched with pethological

specimens, and learned dissertations published
under the auspices of professional corporations,
All these splendid doings will probably leave the
matter just as it was found, or, if a small
amount of knowledge be obtained, it will be at
the expense of much human suffering.

We consider it to be as much the legitimate
province of our medical corporate institutions to
advocate measures which appear eminently cal-
culated to lessen the amount of disease, as to
provide the public with well-edncated physicians
and surgeons. The undertaking may not be
quite so profitable, but it is equally honourable ;
and, if it had been prosecuted with the same zeal
a8 the traffic in diplomas, it is probable that g¢
the present time our cities in an epidemic might
bear some resemblance to cities built of stone in
a conflagration.

That our English corporations never dreamt of
becoming apostles of health in the manner re-
ferred to, is evident from an inspection of their
curricula of education : in not one is there & com-
mand given for the student to devote his at-
tention to the important science of public hygiene,
Preventive medicine has been considered by
those who have authority in the profession as a
thing of no conscquence, and hence they have
made no provision for its cultivation. The mis-
sion of the medical practitioner is supposed only
to commence when disease has invaded the
human frame, and drugs and chemicals are called
in requisition; this, however, is doing an in-
justice to his high calling—making it little better
than a trade by which an individual may obtain
a livelihood, not a profession whose principal
attribute is benevolence, and whose efforts are as
much directed to prevent sickness as to remove
it when manifested.

The Colleges are now suffering the conse-
quences of their reprehensible neglect —Govern.
ment never consulting them in the matter of
sanitary improvement, and the public viewing
them as institutions in which they have no in-
terest, and from which they cannot poasibly de-
rive any advantage. If, then, destruction were
threatened, scarcely would there be an effort to
avert it, and they are only tolerated with the
hope that some means will be adopted by which
they may become what they ought to be—the
nurseries of science, and the guardians of the
profession.

THE FIRST SESSION OF THE NEW
PARLIAMENT.
I a few days the Imperial Parliament of Great
Britain will assemble to deliberate upon some
most important subjects which will be submitted
to its consideration. The session will, probably,
present many features of interest to the members
of the profession, as there is little doubt that the
subject of Medical Reform will be again agitated,
and tinkering politicians will be all activity to get
themselves renown by the enactment of some
measure, without any regard to the future wel-
fare of those whom it is ostensibly intended
to benefit. We are compelled to acknowledge
that we look upon the present sityation of the
medical community as particularly critical : for,
with a strong conviction that some change is ne-
cessary, there is danger of defective measures
being cnacted into laws, in consequence of sound
reform being so long delayed. It is evident that
the present order of things amongst us cannot,
and ought not, to continue much longer, and
patience and perseverance are only required to
bring about for the general practitioners a con-
summption devoutly to be wished for. Any
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legislative, enactment, however, to benefit the
pmt:ession must contain in it the means of cor-
Tecting the abuses of the old corporations, of
raising the standard of education, and of incors
pofuting the members who are engaged in prac-
tising medicine, surgery, and midwifery.

The Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons,
whatever may be their pretensions, are no friends
to good government or good medical instruction.
'I:hey have been proved guilty of misrule, oppres-
sion, and avarice, legislating principally for their
own interests, and exhibiting no concern for the
tdvmc?ment of science, or the welfare of the
profession. In a pamphlet published by Mr.
Edward Lee we have the following remarks,
quo.ted from Dr, Grant:—* The ignorance and
supineness of our Legislature as to everything
connected with medical affairs, the total want of
representation of our profession in the govern-
ment of the state, and the despotic powers
granted to our irresponsible corporations, have
rendered the medical community of England not
oply destitute of all redress or appeal against ar-
bitrary oppression, but more disunited, disaf-
fected, and degraded than the subjects of Eastern
dupotl.. The irresponsible members of the self-
elected Juntos, acting collectively in the secrecy
and dugmse of committees, clubs, and councils,
are guilty of acts, as every one knows, which
they would not dare to perpetrate on their indi-
vidual responsibility, and thus they have un-
blushingly, but notoriously, sunk the standard
of medical education and attainments in our
eountry ; they have dismembered and disaffected
the profeasion ; they have made its contention a
proverb of ridicule, and ruined its respectability ;
they .have obstructed every advancement, and
especially in such departments as depended more
immediately on their influence for support;

sovery improvement introduced has been made,
not by their aid, but always in despite of the op-
position ; they have debased the general practi-
tioner of medicine from a benevolent and cha-
ritable philanthropist to an arrogant, contentious,
illiberal, avaricious, and selfish misanthrope.’

With regard to medical education of can-
didates for the surgical diploma of the London
College, the same author says, *The laxity of
examination was such, aecording to the evidence
of Mr. Guthrie (himself a member of the
Council), as quoted by 8ir J, Clark, that many
were allowed to pass who could not spell very
common words in their native language. What
the requirements of the candidates for the Col-
lege diploma were before 1836, Mr. Guthrie does
not inform us; but such, it seems, is the de-
plorable ignorance of many who are permitted to
pass the Royal College of Surgeons., Is it sur-
prising that quacks and quackery should thrive,
when such is the education of many of the
regular practitioners ? Such a state of things
ought not to exist in a civilized country, and
would not have existed at the present day, had
the institutions intrusted with the regulation of
medical education done their duty.”” A registra-
tion like that introduced into Parliament last
session would leave these old sinners and ene-
mies of the profession with the same powers as
formerly, to benefit their own pockets by unjust
legislation and burlesque examinations; with this
difference only, that competition would become
greater amongst those who trade in diplomas,
from an admission of the Scotch Colleges and
Universities to the same privileges as English
medical corporations now possess. If the bill
had proposed tethering the Scotch by a shorter
rope, Dr. Burrows and Mr. Lawrence would

never have appeared as antagonists to it. We
have said before, and repeat it now, thatif the
general practitioners do not insist upon a charter
of incorporation for themselves as the ground-
work of sound medical renovation, they may rest
assured they will yet suffer greater indignities than
they have hitherto done. The session being about
to commence, they should buckle on their armour,
and, without delay, vigorously pursue those mea-
sures which experience has taught them will
alone make them increasingly honourable, use-
ful, and powerful,

Another measure which will occupy the at-
tention of Parliament, and in which the pro-
fession is deeply interested, is that of Sanitary
Reform. Medical men were among the first to
show its necessity, and have been since the most
unflinching advocates of it. The principal facts
brought forward to show the wretched condition
of our large cities, and the sad results to the
health and happiness of the population in con-
sequence of it, have been promulgated by the
members of our profession. That immediate
legislation is required will admit of no doubt,
when it is known that, by the neglect of sanitary
measures in England and Wales, the lives of 137
persons are forfeited daily. In this metropolis,
the mortality from preventible causes is truly
frightiul. Dr, Hector Garvin, in a pamphlet
lately published on the * Healthiness of Lon-
don,” says * In the metropolis there are about 266
deaths every week, nearly 38 deaths a day, or
considerably more than one every hour, over and
above what ought to happen in the common
course of nature. Now, it has been calculated,
that for every death which takes place, there are
twenty-eight causes of sickness which do not end
fatally; we have, therefore, 387,296 cases of sick-
nessoceurring in the metropolis every year which
areunnecessaryand preventible: 13,832lives could
be saved—more than a third of a million of cases
of sickness could be prevented.”” The members
of the medical profession, in becoming the cham-
pions of sanitary reform, have been animated by
one motive only, that of benevolence. Here
there can be no mistake, when the judgment is
rightly exercised ; and the public will one day
award them an unfading crown for their ex-
ertions. It must be very encouraging to those
who have long been in the field to know that
there is a prospect of their reaping some reward
for their toils. During the coming session of
Parliament a bill will, in all probability, be
passed, which, while it may not remedy every
evil, will yet accomplish a large amount of good.
The threatened invasion of the cholera will, no
doubt, serve to hasten the measure; if so, its
advent here will be memorable, not only for the
evils which it may inflict, but for the good which
it will produce.

It is our fervent hope that the session will not
pass away without some important benefits to the
profession and the public.

POOR-LAW MEDICAL RELIEF.

" Blandford, Nov.

70 THE RIGHT HON. RIR GEORGE GRRY, BART.,
&c. &0., HER MAJESTY'S SECRETARY OF
STATE POR THE HOME DEPARTMENT,

Sir,—The medical relief of the sick poor, under
the provisions of the Poor-law Amendment Act,
forms a subject of paramount importance to society
at large ; and the mode in which that relief is
afforded, as well as the intrinsic value of it, must

reatly influence public opinion.and confidence in

e utllity and efficiency of the new poor-law itself.

No wise Government will leave question in

its present unsatisfactory state; and an enlightened
Home Secretary like yourself will not be offended
or annoyed by a plain and candid exposition of the
evils and defects of the present arrangements, s
well as a safe and efficient remedy, though it comes
from the practical hands of a union surgeon.

Having been seventeen years in daily professional
attendance on the sick poor, I have seen much of
the working of both the old faw and the mew. I
have acted as medical officer under a considerate
and liberal board of guardians, for whom, indi-
vidually and collectively, I have great respect, and
with whom I have gone on comfortably and
amicubl{for twelve years. I have, therefore, mo

sonal complaints to make, and no

nterests to serve. The suggestions which I have
to offer are purel{ for the public good. Many of
my professional brethren have not been so fortu-
nately situated, and bitter murmurings from
various parts of the country indicate an uneasyand
dissatisfied state of the medical body, who are
Jobouring uuder an ill-judged and buns ing system,
which calls for great zeal, activity, and expense on
the part of the union surgeon, and great forbear-
ance and sense of justice on the part of boards of
guardhm to render even tolerable, In many
nstances the medical officer is so miserably remu-
nerated that he may be said to be required to make
bricke, as the Hebrews of old, without the necessary
allowance of straw ; so that no wonder he eonsiders
his state analogous to that of Egyptian slavery, and
vituperates with unphilosophic asperity the poor-
law commissioners, who are not wholly guiltiess,
and the boards of guardians, who, often too exact-
ing, require *the pound of flesh,” which is
“ written in the bond.” It may be mppoced.z
some that these grumbling remonstrances
public meetings, which the newspapers re-echo from
one end of the kingdom to the other, are symptoms
of irritation without sufficient cause. To prove
then, the system unsound under which medical
relief is afforded to the pauper population, I might
appeal even to the volumes of annual reports pub-
lished by the poor-law commissioners themselves.
They commenced operations, in_their firat year of
office, very boldly, and avowedly on the * tender
system,’’ as it was called. Unions were recom-
mended to advertise for the cheapest doctor. A
wretched parsimony was the beau-idfal of good
management. If the resident practitioners of the
district resisted the application of the screw-system,
they were to be intimidated by the introduction of
Eouthtul aspirants fresh from the dissecting-room.

he unsuccessful, the inexperienced, and the bank-
rupt, were to be invited by boards of guardians to
swamp the resistance of those who were established,
well known, and respected in their localities.

Bridgwater gained notoriety in this crusade; but
I need not enumerate instances of this absurd and
tyrannical mode of proceeding, which generally
ended disgracefully, and of which the commissioners
at last became heartily ashamed.

Nearly all the boards of guardians, however, were
tempted by a false economy, to fix the lowest pos-
sible salaries for their medical officers, even w!
they did not advertise for the lowest tender. Medical
men were invited to accept their terms, on the
assurance that new pauperism was to be a very dif-
ferent thing from old pauperism. In fact, they were
informed, that the object-of the new law was to ex-
tinguish pauperism altogether; and that, of course,
the medical relief required would be annually less
and less—a sort of ‘‘diminuendo’” movement, very
gratifying to the ratepayers.

find, by an examination of my own wtatl;
returns, that the number of cases applying for medi-
cal relief became, on the contrary, every year more
and more numerous; thatthe duties involved, and
the reports requirea, became progressively of a
more onerous character. Whatever might have be-
come of the pauperism requiring food, the pauperism

-requiring physic became annualy more plethorie.

have no doubt the testimony of the majority of
the medical ‘officers of the kingdom will show a
similar tidal movement. The mience of the poor-
iaw commissioners, so skilled in statistics, is on this
point extremely ominous and suspicious. I have
never seen a nin}le general abstract of the number
of cases annually attended by the union surgeons,
though our regular quarterly returns render sceh
an abstract very easy of computation. Such av-
stracts are universally published by every hos-
pital in the kingdom, together with its annualex-
penditure; but the commissioners appear alwa
to have kept the number of paupers thrown on the
care of their medical officers in the background.
I do not wish to make any attack upon the com-
missioners, to whom their work was new, and
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mistakes somewhat excusable ; but I must mention
historically, that various schemes have been from
time to time proposed by them, in justification or
palliation of their first false steps.

The *‘ tender system’’ received its deathblow from
the various memorials of an indignant profession,
and from the instructions of a committee of the
House of Commons. It was therefore withdrawn
from public recommendation.

“ Self-suppo! medical clubs” have been gravely
nopoud to stem the tide of medical pauperism, and
re and there have been adopted, where a popul
-medical practitioner has thrown himself into the
movmti;] but as a general measure they have

-Igal.ly 8
utch auctions and self-supporting medical clubs
b, P el b el
ment ‘ per-case’’ system, thoug re-
.commended ez from Som«net-honu,’hu
been rarely adopted by boards of guardians. The
-averhge number of cases thrown upon their medical
officer induced boards of guardians to make certain
arithmetical calculations, on the basis recommended,
of Gs. or Gs. 6d. per case. There are generally two
or -three steady caloulators in every board, well
versed in the rule of three, and for economical
reasons the ‘‘ per-case” system has never been a
{favourite scheme with them. For similarprudential
considerations, the *‘ per-case” system has, indeed,
found favour in the eyes of medical oficers, more
:::ﬂunluly if situatedin po?ulom distriots ; but there
always been a difficulty in calculating the amount
per case which is suited to a town population close
at hand, and the amount per case suited for
Temote and hamlets some five or six miles
distant from the nearest surgeon. The difficulties
. in the way of adjusting these matters have rendered
the '‘ per-case” system abortive. The fixed salary,
with a scale of fees for severe surgical and obstetrical
cases of a definite character, is now the generally
aacepted plan, and, after all, is the best method of
Temunerating the medical officer, and of rendering
. hira prompt and diligent in the performance of his
duties. The fees adopted by the commissioners in
their last new orders &uodl:cn recommended on
competent surgical authori and are generall
satislactory to the profession. ’ & ’

The fixed salaries for the usual routine of work is
often, however, ruinously low, and quite dispropor-
tioned tojthe number of cases treated, and the dis-
tanoes which the medical officer has to sravel to visit
his pauper ients. Now, however anxious the
medical profession may be to see this anomaly re-
moved by an adequate increase in their salaries, I
do not believe that such a pecuniary addition alone
would reach or remedy the whole of the evils con-
nected with the present system. I do notwish to take
a mere ez-parte and professional view of the subject,
The interests of the ratepayers and the welfare of
the poor are important elements in the question ;
and, while 1 would see the union surgeon raised in
pub!w estimation and better remunerated, I am
anxious at the same time to see the poor better
satisfied, and boards of guardians less liable to the
suspicion of driving hard bargains with weak and
ill-paid public functionaries. The problem to be
solved is not a difficult one, and common honesty
and common sense will mi?hdly assist the mathe-
matics of the question. A fair and adequate, though
by no means a lucrative, remuneration of the medical
staff of the country, combined with well-regulated
arrangements under a professional board of man
ment, and an ample and unsuspected supply of the
necessary medicines required, can alone reconcile
the conflicting interests involved, and must form the
basis of any permanently satisfactory plan of medical
relief to the pauper population.

It must be allowed by all who have thought much
on the subject, or have been engaged practically in
the working of the system, that there exists defects
and inconveniences in the present mode of affording
that medical relief which is now so liberally granted
to the millions of sick poor belonging to our pauper
gopulmon. These defects, so greegﬂy fastened on

y the press, are not, unfortunately, mere errors of
detail which can Le corrected locally, but funda-
mental errors of principle, beyond the reach of
sealous officers or considerate boards of guardians,

First, then, the system is defective in appropriate

ofessional superintendence. Boards of guardians,

owever well constituted to manage the details of

relief, are quite incompetent to solve

many of the medical questions which must neces-
sazily come before them,

These questions may touch on the skilful or
unskilful performance of the medical officers’ duties—
the cases which require promptitude, the cases

which admit of delay, or the complaints reasonably
or unreasonably alleged by the poor or reiterated by
the press. There are many suggestions of an im.
portant and instructional character, of vital statistics,
and of public health, which might emanate from a
superintendent board of medical directors, to whom
special reports of the more important cases, and of

e rise and progress of epidemic diseases, might be
regularly made, and would, no doubt, be rendered
available for the advancement of medical science and
the safety and welfare of society at .

It is amusing to hear sometimes of the learned
critiques of our boards of guardians, even on the
medical terms by which we are obliged to designate

diseases, y in the absence of some amateur
doctor or learned oonjuror among them, to whom
they usually apply as to a medical dictionary. Now,

the poor-law commissioners themselves, however
well selected for other purposes, can be but imper-
fectly aoquaintad with sroleuioul subjects, which
are intimately conn with those sanitary im-
provements which the present Administration are
oonsidered anxious to aocomplish. Either the
medical boards of the army and navy are unneoes-
sary, or @ fortiors, a similar establishment is requi-
site to regulate and assist the two thousand eight
hundred and sixty medical officers employed in the
parochial unions of England and Wales.

The unscientific public may not be aware of the
professional value of the able and useful reports
which have been published under the authority of
the army and navy boards; or of those wise regula-
tions by which they have assisted the army-surgeon
or the navy-surgeon in actual service, in affording
prompt and skilful relief to the poor soldier or
sailor, subject to all the accidents of life, and the
diseases of all the climates of the globe.

Sir Edmund This and Sir Frankland That may
be accomplished gentlemen, and well informed in
political economy, but must be quite incapable of
mastering the various medical matters connected
with the poor-law commission. An efficient board
of medical directors, who know well the exigences
of civil practice, is the first step I would propose in
the path of further amendment. The second
“ﬁ}ndam:nhl defectl il;n the present system 'o::’liltlin

e mode of supp e necessary icines.
The ehmiealr ”’m‘d ¢ galenicals” being in-
cluded in the contract of the medical officer, is
always liable to the suspicion, and is seldom free
from the imputation, of a very parsimonious employ-
ment of expensive medicines. Those who are most

enerous and conscientiod are sometimes involved
n this general suspicion, and there are really no
means o, meeting such a charge. The notoriously
low salaries of the medical men create the general
suspicion that justice is not done to the poor. This
is not as it should be; but it will ever be quite im-

ible to produce public or even pauper con-
dence, while this cious system is suffered to
continue. I am well aware the medical profession
in general do not shrink from necessary expenses
attending the ocare of their pauper &stienu; and
that, in the long run, it is much to their personal
interests to expedite recovery by all the means in
their power, inasmuch as their attentions then
cease, I am well aware, too, that the union
surgeons are not a whit behind the other members
of our body in devotion to their duties, even where
the remuneration is groasly inndu}m.te.' By dayand
by night, in fair weather and in foul, in scattered
villages and in crowded dwellings, amidst sickness
and privation, and in the poisonous efBuvia of fever
and of death, they form the great horse and foot
patrol of public charity throughout the land. They
who risk their lives in unwearied exertions in the
chambers of pestilence are not likely to withhold
even expensive medicines (if actually within their
reach), while they prove by their martyr-deaths, that
life itself is not a sacrifice too great for them to
make in the cause of benevolence and in the
amelioration of human mi . In eases, however,
in which the medical officer has neither private
property nor private practice to enable him to secure
an adequate supply of the proper medicines, I do
not see how it is possible for him to do the
paupers justice, or to perform his contract with
any degree of liberality. In order, then, to ensure
the confidence of the pauper and the public, Icontend
that the medical man’s prescriptions, in all question-
able cases, should be open to the inspection of &
competent medical board; and that he should be as
free from personal expense in ordering physic, as
he is in ordering mutton and wine. His visits to
the sick will be then the safe criterion by which
the boards of guardians may satisfy themselves that
he has been diligent in the performance of his
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—
dnltiu. To pn{i tl:inl %rﬁon ina light,
only sup, relieving cers were by oon.
tract anmud sum, out of which the in(Llnlu
bu:d requlilréd qu:;{den of articles l:l,l dl‘ood were to
supp! to the pauper—woul e nllqvh&
officers even be able to sal the oes
the pauper, or the charitable mun ce of
o s Bountiful  in the alms which do not come
out of their own pockets ?

It onrumynnrg:ou contracted for the medi-
cines they require in their ts, or our naval
surgeons me%plied ¢ chemicals and galenicals ”’ out
of their fixed salaries, we should soon hear of
grumblings and mautinies.

Even the “ * system would not mend
matters ; and mutual suspicion, dissatisfaction, and
distrust would arise among the officers and men.
Would the ¢ Admiralty” or the *Commander-in-
Chief " be tolerated in saying to the medioal officers
of their departments, *“ You made the contrast—
it was at your option to take or refuse it”? Yet
such is the exact position of the mediocal officers
of the unions, and such is the language which the
authorities have used. Theparish doctor has
yet had fair play. Under the old law the eontract
system was too general to ensure confidence and
respect; and this, one of the worst features of the
old law, has been retained in the new, and made
the basis of medical relief, under what they call
‘“the Poor-law Amendment Act.” y
never and ought never to be satisfied while such an
arrangement is suffered to exist. I will boldly
assert, that ifany hospital or di in the king-
dom were managed in a similar way, it would soon
fall into disrepute and suspicion. the
of these institutions adopted the plan, obliged
their medical ataff to ocontract for the supply of
drugs, I doubt whether the surgical talents of a
Lawrence would protect him from the suspicion of
pansimony, in such matters as leeches, quinine,
and sarsaparilla. Now, we ought to meet this evil
80 destructive of mutual noe, in a fair n‘
honest way ; and, if the state really pretends to the
medical care of t epwm,ho ht certainly, withe
“{ nnyll:bux!nge. :: th‘:. s ’:ltq te dispea-

would pro en, that an ua
sary and .ﬂuﬁfn".& dlq;enur be attached to each
union, to mppi, the medicines prescribed by the
cal ataff. The

;

 medi e advan of such an
ment are obvious, The qmy and quantity of g

drugs would no longer be dependent on ‘the
liberality or pazsimony, or even the pecuniary ability,
of the party presoribing. There would be no motive
for the meilul' man té order the least efficient
megici:n because the cheapest ; d}nd th’;tzl;ould be
a check upon extravagant ex ture super-
intendnczo of the central nmlmdPen board.

of ::lur;ie. for “l:l“ of lnil:tgg.hto emergnw(, the
medical officer could carry pocket-case (as
now dees) a few suitable medicines ; but there
be no hurry, neglect, or forgetfulness, in dis;
when he returns from his daily rounds, which must
sometimes unavoidably occur where no assistant is
kert. Now, the expense of these dispensaries is the
only objection that can be raised against them. Do
the ‘govmon of our hoapitals or infirmaries hesitate
on the paltry ground of expense ? No' 8ir George,
they are plain men, and *‘ do justice” while they
“love mercy.” If they take in poor persons for the
treatment of disease, they do not ocontract with the
oheapest doctor to cure them. They employ men of
skill, and willingly pay for the cines they deem
necessary.

I will not ocoupy your time by en into the
atatistics of the expense, as less than the fes simple
of one of our nobility would suffice, and would
chase at an easy rate the confidence of the public
and the poor.

I am sure the salaries and allowanoe of the union
sur, are not magnificent enough to be touched
by the alteration ; but, as Government already pays
one-half of the medical expenses of the unions, it
has the right, as well as the power, to enforce the
arrangement through an order of the poor-law com-
missioners, Let them combine union dispensaries
with a central medical board, of which the new sani-

tary board mlg]?tbe art and and the poor-
law medical relief will be settled on a sound
basis, The position of the mn(ﬁcd officers would be

honourably improved, and the sick poor, which no
Malthusian system has been able to abolish or ex-
tinguish, will be efficiently and promptly relieved on
terms of mutual respect and confidence ; and, where
restoration is practicable, the sick pu:ﬁr will have
a better prospect of being restored to the position of
the able-%od.ied labourer—a class to whom the state

is under the deepest and most permanent ob)




