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flight of Mr. Watts, the envoy, and the other gentlemen of the
factory at Cossimbuzar, convinced him of the reality of that con-
spiracy ; and now filled with consternation, and well aware of the
great influence as well as military abilities of his general, he laid
aside his hostile intentions towards him, and endeavoured by
evary means in his power to mollify his anger, and separate him
from his English connection. The meditated assault was, there-
fore, converted into a friendly negociation, and Jaffier put on the
appearance of being reconciled to his master. When solicited,
however, to attend the durbar, beirng apprehensive of somte vio~
lence, he declined the honour. The stake was greaf, a kingdom !
and no time was to be lost. The Nabeb, thet:efore, relinquishing
his state, condescended to visit Jaffier, carrying with him but a
slender guard. This visit, an@ the explanation that followed,
produced a reconciliation ;' but only sincere on the part of the
Nabob ; though sanctioned by mutual oaths on the Koran. The
confidence with which this interview inspired the Nabob, induced
him immediately to write a letter full of invective and breathing
defiance to Colonel Clive ; at the same time he ordered his whole
army, in which were now included the treops of Jaffier, without
delay, to commence their mareh to Plassey. :

In the mearr time the English army had advanced to Cutwah,
on the western shore of the Ganges, opposite the island of Cos-
simbuzar, and after some little resistance, had taken possession
of the fort which commanded the passage of the river. Here
Clive received letters from Jaffier, stating the circumstance of his
pretended reconciliation with the Nabob, but in spite of his oath
solemnly taken on the Koran, avowed-his determination of abid-
ing by his prior centract with the English commander ; he also
informed him that on the moment of writing he was preparing
to quit the city for the camp, but as he proposed no plan of
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operations, Clive remained for some time in a state of the greatest
perplexity what plan to pursue, especially as the English had no
horse, and the principal strength of the enemy lay in his very
formidable body of cavalry. In this dilemma he summoned a
council of war, and the majority, under the existing circum-
stances, were against immediate action. In this opinion Clive at
first coincided ; but the dread of imputations which might be dis-
honourable to the English name and character among the princes
of Hindostan, who might impute his inactivity to timidity, deter-
mined him, at length, to pursue that line of conduct which valour
dictated, and glory appraeved. Taking, therefore, all the risque
upon himself, and resolved to brave every difficulty, he issued
orders that the army should cross the river the next morning.
With the first beam of the rising sun those orders were carried
into_execution, and, by four o’clock in the afternoon, the whole
army was landed on the opposite shore, impatient to be led
against the enemy. Here other lettgrs arrived from Jaffier with
information that the Nabob had halted at Muncarra, a village six
miles to the south of the city of Cossimbuzar ; that he was en-
trenching himself, and intended there to wait the event; and he
recommended that the English army should attack him by sur-
prise, marching round by the inland part of the island. No
junetion, or co-operation of forces being even now intimated,
Colonel Clive returned this decided answer ; that he should im-
mediately march to Plagsey, and the next day advance six miles
farther to the village of Daudpooer, where, if Meer Jaffier did
not join him, he woul¢ make peace with the Nabob. Before
sun-set the troops were again in motion ; but the immense labour
of towing the boats agginst a stream uncommonly rapid pre-
vented their proceeding with expedition, and it was one o’clock
in the morning when they reached Plassey.



[ 966 ]

A grove of mango trees, of considerable extent, adjoined .to
Plassey, and of this grove the army took immediate possession,
They had scarcely done this, before their ears were assailed with
the sound of martial music, such as generally accompanies the
night-watches of an Indian camp; by this they were convinced
that a hostile army was encamped at no great distance, and, on
cautious enquiry, it was found to be the Nabob’s. On finding
the English slower in their progress than his startled imagination
had suggested, he had altered his intention of remaining at Mal-
curra, and arrived at Plassey twelve hours before them. The
proper guards and centinels being stationed, the wearied soldiers
- were permitted to take repose; the crisis was too awful, from the
vast disparity between the two armies, to allow the eyes of:the
general and his chief officers to be closed in slumber. The whole
of the English force consisted of a body of 9oo Europeans, 100 to~
passes, and 2000 sepoys; in all gooo men, with eight field pieces,
all six-pounders, and two howitgers. To these thé advancing'
morning would see oppased the formidable army of 50,000 foot,
18,000 horse, and 50 pieces of cannon, for the most part of the
largest calibres, 24, and g2 pounders. The cavalry, too, which
Clive chiefly dreaded, both men and horses, drawn from the
northern regions, were of a more ‘robust class than any he had
been accustomed to encounter in the armies of Coromandel. Near
the grove, and on the banks of the river, stood a hunting-house of
the Nabob, the summit of which Clive with the break of dawn as-
cended to take 3 comprehensive view of the numerous battalions,
already alarmed and in motion, with which his small but resolute
army had to contend. He was struck with the splendor of their-
battle array, and the exulting confidence which they displayed,
as they quitted their entrenchments, and marched into the plain’
on which so many were that day doomed to perish. They ad-
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vanced towards the grove in large columns of horse and foot,
‘and in the openings - between the columns were interspersed the
artillery, mounted on huge machines, raised six feet from the
ground, and drawn by 40 or 50 yoke of white oxen of the
largest size, while behind each cannon walked an elephant,
trained to assist at difficult tugs, by shoving with his forehead
against the hinder part of the carriage. Against this immense
unwieldy army  the English general had now to oppose the
efforts of genius, and: the enérgies of disciplined valour.

- The first display of that genius was shewn in his instantly
ordering the army which he commanded to quit the Grove, as
their longer continuanee beneath its gloomy covert might, by
the: enemy, be imputed to timidity, atid his'boldly drawing them
upin a line with the hunting-house, in the very front of the ad-
vancing foe. - The European battalion, with three pieces on-their
right, and the same number on théir left, accupied the centre of
that line ; the sepoys, in two equal divisions, were stationed one
on the right hand, and the other on the left, of the battalion.
The two remaining field-pieces and the howitzers were advanced
200 yardsin front of the left division of sepoys, and posted be-
hind two brick-kilns, whence in the course of the day they did
effectnal execution. Thus every thing being arranged by the
wisdom and :prudence of their accomplished general, the army
waited, in awful silence, the attack whlch was to dec:de the fate
of the English in Bengal.- - R

On the: plain of Plasséy wéve'two tanks, or public: reservoirs
of water, the ane much lakger than the other, and considerably
nearer to the grove. These tanks are generally: surrounded with
a.mound of earth, at some:distance from the margif of the water.'
On the mound of the latter of these tanks, that nearest the grove,
a body of about 40 Frenchmen, fugitives from Chandernagore,
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and in the pay of the Nabob, under the command of one Sinfray,
had advantageously taken their station with four pieces of light
cannon. In a line with this tank, also, close to the banks of the
river, two larger pieces of ordnance were stationed. Behind
these posts 5000 horse and 7000 foot were drawn up under the
command of Meer Murden, the Nabob’s favourite general.: Meer
Jaffier and the confederate generals were in a distant part of the
field, determined, as it should seem, to preserve his oath to God
and his fidelity to the Colonel, by standing néuter in this-arduous
contest.

The first shot was fired by the party at the tank, which seemed
to be the signal for commencing the fire through 'the whole line
of the artillery of the Nabob. The shot from the French detach-
ment did some execution ; but that from the Mogul arﬁlfery,
being unskilfully pointed, flew too high. The two advanced field
pieces in front answered the fire from the tank ; the dreadful
fire of the European battalion was directed against the heavy
artillery on the plain, but from the distance they kept could not
reach the guns. Every shot however took effect either in one
or other of the numerous bodies of infantry or cavalry opposed
to them ; and dreadful was the slaughter, horses and men rolled
promiscuously together over the bloody plain. In order to induce
the enemy to advance their heavy artillery nearer, a stratagem
was devised and practised ; the troops were ordered to retire into
the grove. Elated by this retreat, the imagined effect of their
prowess, the Moguls moved forward, and fired with increased
vivacity, but their shot only struck the trees, for the men were
ordered to sit down, all but the cannoneers, who now poured the
destructive fire of their artillery upon them with the effect de-
sired; silencing the guns, and exterminating those who worked
them. Explosions of powder were now heard frequently among
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their artillery; and this seemed the moment for rushing on the
disheartened and confounded enemy ; but in a council-holden. at
the drum head it was determined to' continue the cannonade dur-
ing the rest of the day, and .at midnight to attack the Nabob’s
camp. ' To add to their misfortume, 'about noon, a very severe
shower of rain fell, and so mraterially. damaged the enemy’s
powder that their fire slackened considerably ;- while the English
ammunition continued uninjured, and their fire unabated.

" AH this time the Nabob, justly apprehensive that no superiority
of numbers would ultimately prevail against British skill and va-
lour, remained in his tent, far from the reach of danger, and
deeply agitated with terror.: Notwithstanding this, his attendants,
orie half of whom were engaged in the conspiracy, flattered him

~with''the assurance of decisive victory. Intelligence being, at
length, brought him: that his favourite general Meer Murdeen was
killed by a cannon-ball, that terror. becamae excessive, and inan
ageny of conflicting passion he sent in haste for Meer Jaffier.
As soan as.the general entered the tent, he tore his turban from
his head, and thrawing it on the ground, exclaimed ; « Jaffier,
that turban you must defend.” He promised to do so at every
‘risque, but immediately on quitting the tent wrote word of what
had passed to Colonel Clive, and urged him either to press for-
ward that instant, or to attack the Nabob’s camp at three the next
morning. The incessant firing operating on the messenger’s
fears, prevented his immediate advance, and in the mean time,
the Nabob’s terrors continyally increasing, he consulted his cour-
tiers as to what in this extremity was best to be done. Roydoolub,
the treasurer, taking advantage of them, recommended his im-
mediate return to his capital. The Nabob acquiesced, and ordered
the army to retreat.into the intrenchments. No time was lost in -
making these orders known ; the cannonade ceased on the part
VOL. II. 3$B -



C 870 1]

of the enemy ; the trains of oxen were perceived yoking to the
artillery, and the whole army was soon in full retreat. The
French party at the tank, alone remained firm in their station,
and continued the firing ; till Clive, in person advancing with
a strong detachment drove them away, and planting the En-
glish artillery upon the mound, cannonaded from it the fugitive
Moguls. ' ‘
The main body of the English army now advanced towards
the camp of the enemy. On their march a considerable portion of
their army was observed to linger in the rear, and by their mo-
tions towards the north-east angle of the grove it was supposed
that the baggage and boats were intended objects of their attack :
a detachment with cannon was therefore sent to oppose their
progress. They proved eventually to be the troops of Jaffier ;
but their signals were not understood, and the fire of the artillery
soon stopped the approach of the supposed enemy. Advancing
still nearer to the intrenchments of the enemy, a more vigorous
cannonade than ever was now commenced by the English. Galled
by the fire, some regiments of horse came out of the intrench-
ments, threatening to charge sword in hand, and several pieces
of their artillery were again put in motion ; but the former were
constantly repulsed by the well-directed fire of the cannon, and
the havock made by the shot among the bullocks rendered the
latter absolutely unmanageable. At length the troops of Jaffier
being recognized, and their desertion of the Nabob’s standard
being evident, Clive resolved to take advantage of this circum-
stance, and the panic universally prevailing through the Mogul
army, by storming their camp. After a most judicious disposi-
tion of his little force, it pressed forward in three divisions; the
works, principally defended by the French, were soon carried,
and the astonished foe fled with precipitation ; their terrified
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monarch leading the way, mounted on a camel urged to its ut-
most speed, and accompanied by about 2000 of his fleetest horse.
Although immense spoil was spread around them, the English
soldiers, being promised ample compensations in money, suffered
not thelr ardour to cool, nor their progress to be impeded by the
plunder of it ; but received, with acclamation the orders of their
general, to march on, that evening, to Daudpore, where by a
note written hastily on the field of victory, he requested Jaffier
to meet him the next morning.

To that conference Meer Jaffier, attended by his son Meerum,
was punctual, but approached the Colonel under evident appre=
hensions of his displeasure for not having joined the British army,
conformably to his promises. Clive, though, not wholly satisfied
with the efforts he had made, was too magnanimous to reproach -
him, and accepted his apologies for his conduct. He then em-
braced him, and aloud saluted him Soubah of Bengal, Bahar, and
Orissa. He advised him not to delay an instant his march to
Muxadavad, in order to prevent the escape of Surajah Dowlah,
and the plunder of his treasures: promised that he himself would
follow with all possible celerity ; and by him dispatched letters to
the other confederated chiefs, particularly to Monick-chund, pro-
mising him that no enquiry should be made concerning the plun-
der of Calcutta.

With respect to Surajah Dowlah himself, with such rapldxty
was his flight effected that he arrived at his capital before the
midnight after the battle, attended by some of his principal
omrahs, equally well mounted. These, quickly assembled in
council, began to deliberate what was best to be done in the
present calamity. Their opinions were various and opposite :
some recommended his throwing himself wholly upon the gene-
rous clemency of the English; but this was rejected, as springing
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from treachery. Others were for a liberal advance of pay to
the army, and the Soubah’s again appearing.at their head the
next morning. Out of the sound and the reach of the English
cannon, this advice appeared the most plausible, and three months
pay to the troops was immediately ordered. The morning, how-
ever, found the Soubah engaged in an employ widely different
from that of commanding armies; he was preparing with the
utmost precipitation for flight, and had already sent away his
women, with 50 elephants laden with treasure, and necessaries,
meaning himself to follow under the covert of the ensuing night.
At ten that night, taking with him a casket of his most valuable
jewels, disguised in mean attire,and shuddering at the quivering
of a leaf, the conqueror of Calcutta secretly went out of a window
of his palace, and attended only by his favourite concubine, and
the eunuch who governed his seraglio, got undiscovered into
a boat prepared for the purpose by the eunuch, and rowed away
to the northward, meaning to go to Patna, where the governor
was the faithful friend of his family.

Meer Jaffier, on his arrival, having been informed of the Sul-
tan’s flight, immediately dispatched various parties in pursuit of
him. ‘Many of his infamous parasites were taken in endeavouring
to effect their escape, and intelligence soon arrived that the wo-
men, and elephants with the treasure, were stopped by a party of
Jaffier’s troops at a town on the Ganges, 15 miles north-east of
Muxadavad. On the 2gth of June Colonel Clive, at the head of a
large proportion of his army, the main body of which lay en-
camped in the neighbourhood, made his public entry into Muxada-
vad, and was lodged in a magnificent palace, called MorAUDBAUG.
Here he was immediately attended by Meerum, the son of Jaffier,
with whom in a short time he returned to the palace of the late
Nabob, of which Jaffier had taken possession. In the great hall
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‘of ‘audience, where the musnud was fixed, on which enthroned
Surajah Dowlah sate on public days, Jaffier, with the great
officers in the city, was waiting to receive him. The first salu-
tations having mutually taken place, Clive led him towards the
muisnud, and, placing him upon it, made obeisance to him as lord
of the three provinces, and presented a ‘plate with gold rupees ;
in the same manner all the Omrahs present, likewise, paid their
homage, and presented gold. Afterwards he was publicly pro-
claimed Nabob, and the general rejoicings proved how welcome
was the change to an oppressed and irritated people. _

The awful hour of retribution for so many extortions and mur=
ders as Surajah Dowlah had committed was at- hand ; and the
vengeance of heaven was directed by one of the objects of his
cruelty. So many parties were sent in pursuit of him, that it was
scarcely possible for him to escape. The rowers of his boat had
by very great exertions reached Rajamal, a town 70 miles north
of Muxadavad. Here, overcome with excessive fatigue, .they
were compelled in the night to stop. Close by the river spread
a deserted garden, under whose umbrageous covert the Nabob
and his concubine were happy to procure shelter. At break of
day he was recognized by a man of mean condition, who had
however good reason to remember him, for on a former san-
guinary expedition that way, for some slight offence he had
ordered the poor fellow’s ears to be cut off. The injured man
immediately communicated the intelligence to a brother of Meer
Jaffier who resided in' Rajamal. He was instantly secured, and
+ delivered to the soldiers who were in quest of him to be conveyed
to Muxadavad, which was done with every mark of studied insult
and indignity. At midnight, bound and covered with bruises, he
was brought, as a common felon, into that palace of which a few
days before he had been the despotic lord. Meer Jaffier is said:
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to have relented at the piteous spectacle, and as he lay prostrate
before him, overwhelmed with the dread of death, and with tears
imploring life alone, wished to preserve a prince who had been
so highly his benefactor. But Meerum, his son, a youth not
seventeen, to the last degree fierce and barbarous, insisted on
instant death, in which decision joined many of the courtiers,
who saw the impolicy of preserving the possible source of so
much future contention. Others, however, induced by respect
for Allaverdy’s family, inclined to mercy, among whom appa-~
rently Jaffier. His committing him, however, to the care of
Meerum, his decided enemy, for the night, argues little in favour
of his sincerity ; for Meerum, when his father had retired to his
seraglio, by a confidential servant sent an immediate mandate for
his execution. So eager were the executioners to perform their
dreadful office, that when the agonizing Sultan requested time
only sufficient to make his ablutions, and say his prayers, that he
might die a true mussulman, a pot of water, which accidentally
stood in the chamber, was hastily thrown over his head, and he
was dispatched with repeated stabs of swords and poniards. The
next morning his mangled remains were exposed on an elephant
through the city, and then consigned to the tomb of Allaverdy.

The important work of the restitutions was now seriously en-
tered upon ; but the sum which Jaffier had engaged to pay on
that score was found far to exceed all the treasures left in coined
money and jewels by the deceased Nabob. The sum originally
stipulated amounted to 22,000,000 of sicca rupees, equal to
2,750,000 pounds sterling, including donations to the squadron,
the army, and the committee. Of this vast aggregate, upon the
strong and repeated representation of Roydoolub, the treasurer,
of the absolute inefficiency of the exchequer at once to discharge
it, one half was agreed to be paid immediately down ; the other
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half to be paid in three years, at three equal payments. On the
6th of July was received the sum, in coined silver, of 7,271,666
rupees, which, being packed up in %00 chests, and laden in 100
boats, was, under a strong escort, ccnveyed down the river to
Calcutta, the boats of the whole fleet attending with banners dis-
played, and music sounding, in the manner of a triumphal pro-
cession. In August following, the remainder was paid in gold
and jewels ; and caused not only the public but the private trea-
suries of individuals in Calcutta once more to overflow with
wealth. Nothing could exceed the transport into which the
whole city was thrown by this great change in their affairs, from
despair and poverty to exultation, and atluence—commerce re-
vived and protected, their ancient privileges restored, and the
limits of their territory greatly enlarged. The praises of Clive, of
Watson, and the brave army and squadron, whose unequalled ex-~
ertions had redeemed them from that state of despondency and
penury, glowed in every heart, and resounded on every tongue.
That exultation, and those praises, however; only the first
of those commanders survived to witness ; Admiral Watson, -
after a fe'w'days illness, having fallen a victim, on the 16th
of August, to the attacks of a malignant fever peculiar to the
climate. Colonel Clive, at length, having settled affairs at Mux-
adavad, and firmly seated the new Nabob on his throne, began
to descend the river with the army on the 14th of September
following, and was received at Calcutta with all the honours
due to so distinguished a general. He freely lent the aid of
his genius to every plan adopted for improving the settlement
in its military and its civil departments; and for the defence
and ornament of the city which his protecting arm had saved.
From that =ra Calcutta, now become the capital of an extensive
district, daily increased in splendour and population. To guard
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against the recurrence of any similar calamity, under Clive’s in-
spection, the foundations of a vast fort, the future wonder and
terror of the East | were immediately laid ; immense magazines'
were constructed ; and the banks of the Ganges were lined with
the magnificent palaces of its merchants, who began to vie in
splendour with the princes of Asia.* : : '
The great importance of these transactions just recorded in
Bengal, not only with respect to the Company’s affairs, but
eventually to ALL IND1a, which has since, through its utmost
limits, felt the decided superiority of the British nation, both in
the cabinet and the field, rendered necessary the ample details
above given. Having now brought the history of the European
establishments, and more particularly, that of the Company in
Bengal, down to the close of the year 1757, we shall in the next
book resume, and uninterruptedly pursue the regular Mogul his-
tory to its termination, that is, to the last visit of Abdollah to
Delhi, when its authority virtually expired. In an additional
book, the history.of the European establishments, or rather that
of our East-India Company, in which they were ultimately ab-
sorbed, will again be continued, and the work conclude with a
summary statement of the different powers among which that
once mighty empire is at present divided, :
* My authorities for the preceding statements are nearly the same (éxcept a few
references, already correctly exhibited in the pages where they occur) as those

referred to at the close of the last chapter ; Orme, Cambridge, Holwell, the ac-
counts published from the India House, and in the London Gazettes of the period.

s
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BOOK VI.

EN WHICH THE HISTORY OF THE MOGUL EMPERORS IS CONCLUDED.

CHAPTER 1.

SHAH JEHAN, after crushing his rival, Shehriar, and murdering his
Uncle Daniel’s surviving Progeny, ascends the Throne.—Account
of the Children of the Emperor.—Preliminary Observations, and
Review of his Character and past Conduct.—In the subordinate
Capacity of Prince deeply criminal ; as a Soveretgn, endowed with
many excellent, Qualities—Flight and Rebellion of Lodi—War
in Deccan.—Defeat of the confederated Princes.— Death-of Lodi.—
Renewed War in Deccan—Dowlatabad . taken, and the Nizam

- made Prisoner.—The Emperor returns to Agra.—The astonishing =

Magnificence of his Court.—The Peacock  Throne.— Aurungzeb
begins to distinguish himself.—The Emperor visits the Northern
Provinces of bis Empire.—Rebuilds Delhi ; and denominates the
new City after himself, JEHAUNABAD. :

Frowm the petty conflicts of rival Soubahs, and their -feudal
dependencies, we at:length return to the more dignified contests
of imperial ambition. A considerable portion of the early mili-
tary achievements of Shah Jehan (or rather Jehaun ) have already
engaged our attention, during the reign of his father Jehanguire;
first, in the wars waged with Rajah Ranna, the most powerful of
the native princes in Malva ; * secondly in the partial subj u'gation

* See of this Volume, p. 198 and 199 ; see, also, Gladwin’s History of Jehan-
guire, p. 30 and 39.
VOL. II. gC
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of the kingdoms of the peninsula ; and lastly in his nefarious but
unsuccessful attempts to dethrone that father. The hand of
all-conquering death had now removed the great bar to his
ambition ; but he mounted not the vacant throne without some
obstruction, and the shedding of that kindred blood, which, in
Eastern climes, too generally bathes the steps by which it is
ascended. :

So entirely enslaved, in his latter days, was the deceased em-
peror by the charms and artifices of his beloved NouRMAHAL,
and so unbounded was her influence in the empire from that
monarch’s devotion to her, and the power of her brother, Asoph
Khan, the Vizier, that scarcely was the breath out of his body,
when she attempted to realize the daring project, formed in her
mind, of raising her son-in-law Sultan SHEHRIAR to the imperial
_dignity ; a project to which she had, in the unguarded moments
of blind devotion, gained the consent of the doating emperor.
For this purpose a sum amounting to go lacs of rupees was
lavishly distributed among the soldiery by the yéung candidate
for sovereignty ; and the great distance of Shah Jehan in the
south, seemed to render practicable the meditated usurpation.
Asoph, together with the principal courtiers, however, entertained
different sentiments, and, firm to the interests of Jehan, not only
confined his sister to the palace, but took up arms against Sheh-
riar, who in vain opposed them with a purchased army of 20,000
horse. To prevent the tumults usual during an interregnum,
and to crush for ever the claim of Shehriar, they placed the
crown on the head of Sultan Bolaki, the son of Khosro, the eldest
son of Shah Jehan, who certainly possessed the prior claim. His
actual elevation to the throne, however, was by no means
intended, nor did Sultan Bolaki without reluctance receive a
boon pregnant with so much danger. Letters were immediately
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dispatched to Shah Jehan, explaining their conduct, and recom-
mending expedition in his progress to take possession of the
hereditary diadem. In the mean time, precipitately hurried on
by ambition to his ruin, though deserted by his mercenary gene-
rals, and the greater part of his hired army, who fled to Bolaki,
- Sultan Shehriar attempted to fortify himself in Lahore against
the imperial troops ; but Asoph Khan with superior forces storm-
ing its castle, he was taken prisoner, and blinded by a red-hot
iron, which fatal operation, throughout Asia, excludes the prince
for ever from the imperial dignity. 3 |
Shah Jehan wanted no.incentive to expedition ; and his rxght to
the throne being imdisputable from the death of his elder bro-
thers, Sultans Parveiz and Khosro, he was joined in his march
by all the principal Rajahs, and governors of provinces, with
armies fully adequate to support that vight. Still, however,
accustomed. to, as well as practised in, the perfidies of eastern
courts, there appeared to him no safety while Shehriar, Bolaki,
and the three sons of Sultan Daniel, the deceased brother of
Jehanguire, who were all confined in the castle of Lahore, re-
mained alive. - Haunted by these phantoms, and the terrors of a
guilty mind; he sent without delay, by an officer in his confi-
dence, an order for the murder of those unfortunate princes ; and
Asoph the governor, too obedient to his new sovereign, and too
well versed in the state-policy that dictated the sanguinary mea-
sure, delivered. them over to the. ruthless assassins.  Sultans
Shehriar and Bolaki were executed as rebels and traitors, for
having assumed the imperial purple, though in fact it was cruelly
forced upon the latter. But hard indeed was the fate of the
innocent progeny of Sultan Daniel who had been confined during
the whole reign of Jehanguire, and from whom no plots could
be feared, being alike imbecile in mind and body, from long
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confinement. But what can allay the awakened fearsof a tyrant ?
At midnight the blood-hounds of despotism were let into their
apartments, and strangled them in their beds. Their bodies were
then secretly conveyed away, and buried in a garden near the
tomb of the deceased monarch. In this manner, either by the
dagger or the bow-string, were dispatched all the males of the
house of Timur, so that he himself and his children alone re-
mained of the posterity of Baber the conqueror of India. Of those
children, at least the sons, doomed at a future period to be the
scourge of their father, and the avengers of the blood thus
inhumanly shed, it is necessary to present a short account to
. the reader. -

They were four in number : DARa, the eldest, was at his fa-
ther’s accession, only thirteen years old ; he was a prince, as far
as-his mental qualities had yet dawned, of an open, noble, and ge-
nerous disposition. . SujaH, the second in order, was in his twelfth
year, a youth of great shrewdness, penetration, and bravery.
AvuRUNGZEB, the third, was in his tenth year, and had already
displayed evident symptoms of that cautious reserve and deep
dissimulation which marked his riper years. Of the fourth,
Murapb, being only four years old, no opinion indicative of his
future conduct in life could yet be formed. Shah Jehan had also
three daughters, Jehanara Begum, Roxanara Begum, and Banu
Begum, all highly accomplished, and beautiful ; and all more or
less eonspicuous in the changeful scenes of this eventful reign.

These obstacles removed, and the empire being in profound
peace, Shah Jehan was crowned at Agra, with circumstances of
unusual pomp and splendour, according to Fraser,* on the 1st of
February, 1628, in the g7th year of his age ; having been born
on the sth of January, 1592. He immediately appointed Asoph

* Fraser's Nadir Shah, p- 24.
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his Vizier, and the famous Mohabet Khan captain-general of his
armies. The first was the father of his favourite Sultana, had
secured to him the possession of the empire, and was, moreover,
endeared to him by the tender care which he had taken of his chil-
dren, who were hostages for the good behaviour of the father at
the court of Jehanguire, when that monarch died. The second,
although once his declared enemy, had found means by assisting
him in his recent misfortunes with large supplies of men and
money to regain his forfeited regard. Their salaries were ample
beyond all former precedent ; proportionate to the great services
rendered by both to the empire, and suitable to the magnificent
mind of Shah Jehan. As the reader may possibly revolt at the
term magnificent applied to the man so lately criminated as the
unfeeling murderer of innocence and virtue, it becomes necessary
to premise a few introductory remarks, before we enter on the
events of this diversified reign.

It has been already observed that the lofty title of SmaH Jenan,
or king of the world, was given him by his father after his con-
quest of Rajah Ranna, and the province of Malva; an inj'udicious
mark of over-weening affection ! since the title of Shah, or king,
had been hitherto solely confined to the EmpERoRs of the house
of Timur ; and this doubtless fanned the flame of his ambition to
~be what that title implied. The reader will be pleased to pardon
my bringing again before his view the portrait then drawn of
this monarch, and the subsequent reflections, as they are neces-
sary to the complete developement of a character, one of the
most singular, in many respects, of all that occur in the varied
page of this history ; and not less eminent for his greatness than
his misfortunes. A

“ From the moment in which Sultan Khorum was dignitied
with the title of Shah Jehan, he seems to have discarded from his
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mind filial obedience, fraternal affection, and every other restraint
on an insatiable ambition. He saw with equal indignation -and
contempt a woman (Nourmahal) swaying the sceptre of Hin-
dostan, and every high post of honour and emolument bestowed
upon her own relationsg.- He determined to break the charm by
which his father and the empire was bound, and risk every thing
to obtain a throne for which he esteemed himself so much beiter
qualified. There was no tie so sacred, no consideration so valu-
able, which he was not eager to sacrifice for the darling object
that now engrossed all the powers of his soul, and influenced all
the actions of his future life. The unfortunate Khosro had been
committed to his custody, as to the custody of a brother who
would naturally mingle pity with necessary restriction, and mi-
tigate by tender assiduities the hardships of confinement. But
Khosro.was not wholly incapacitated for reigning, being very
partially blinded, and might be an obstacle to .his ascending
the throne : he was therefore destined to destruction ; and the
better to prevent suspicion, the inhuman deed was perpetrated
while he himself was absent on a hunting party. At midnight
some hired assassins rushed into the chamber of the devoted .
prince, and strangling him, for ever annihilated from that quar-
ter, the fears of a jealous and obdurate brother.

« If power alone could have satisfied this enterprising prince,
he possessed already an ample share of it. The whole southern
army was at his disposal ; and he united under the extensive go-
vernment, to which by the liberal indulgence, or perhaps the
forced consent, of Jehanguire, he was appointed, the provinces
of Deccan, Candeish, Berar, and Guzzurat; over which he ruled
with unlimited authority. He assumed every attribute of royalty;
appointed governors to the several provinces and cities under his
Jurisdiction ; and affected on all occasions the state and splendour
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of a Kine. - But nothing less than an imperial diadem would
fully satisfy Shah Jehan. .

- That diadem was at length obtained ; that empire was now his
own ; and it must be owned that, could his previous assassinations
be forgotten, no prince ever conductéd himself in many respects
more worthy of the imperial dignity, till that dark, that fatal
moment arrived, when his sons, impatient for the sceptre of
their sire, began to pursue towards him the same iniquitous line
of policy with which he had:acted towards Jehanguire ; following
with too scrupulous -exac¢tness the pernicious example which in
his youth that sire had set them. For the greater part of this
interesting piece of history we -are-indebted to the learned and
philesophie ‘Bernier, who resided at ‘thecourtiof 'this prince for
eight years, in quality of his physician, enjéyed a great share of
his confidence, and attended him in several of his journeys; -par-
ticularly to Cashmere, of which beautiful province he hdb favoured
us with a correct and animated description. -Since we cdn no
longer have the advantage of Mr. Gladwin’s a/mobt literal ver-
sion of a respectable Persian author, as in the life of Jehanguite,
Bernier will be our surest guide, though as Mr: Dow ' professes
‘to translate the Sman JEnaN Namma, or History of Shah Jehan,
by Mirza Casim, private secretary to Aurungzeb, considerable
advantage will accrue from that, certainly not Aieral, but very
iberal version.+ ' .

* See of this Volume, Part 1. p. 200 ; and indeed an attentive perusal of the
whole of what relates to Shah Jehan in the former reign, is necessary to the full
understanding of his conduct i this. -

+ Sir William Janes early - ¢autioned. me, on this aceount, against too great a
reliance upon Dow. His letter ryns thus: I was acquainted with Dow ; he
- understood Hindostanee, but knew little of Persian, and his translation of Fe-
rishta is said to have been made through the medium of his Moonshee.” The
Moonshee, however, doubtless undesstood the original ; and, if Dow reported
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In the first year of the reign of Shah Jehan a strong body of
Uzbek Tartars made an irruption into Cabul, of which province,
during the distractions immediately consequent on the death of
Jehanguire, they had meditated the entire conquest; but the
speedy restoration of tranquillity enabled him to send a superior
army-inte that quarter, by which they were repelled and routed.*
To obliterate the memory of his sanguinary cruelties to those of
his own house, he the same year opened the gates of the state-
prison, GUALIOR, to all the criminals in that fortress, many of
whom had languished in confinement there during the whole of
the former. reign. The .Persian monarch, Shah Abbas, soon
after sent a .splendid embassy to Agra to congratulate the new
monarch on his accession to the throne; but scarcely had the
ambassador made his public entrance, when intelligence- arrived
of the:death of that powerful prince, who in the last reign, had
wrested Candahar -from-the Mogul. He was succeeded by Shah
SEF1; a monster of cruelty, skilled to use the dagger and the
bowl, but not formidable in the field. Shah Jehan, now se-
dulously applied hiniself to reetify the numerous abuses which,
during the .indolent reign of his father, had pervaded every
department of the government. With inflexible severity he
punished all well-founded complaints against his officers whe-
ther civil or military ; and established an -active and vigorous
‘police throughout his vast dominions. By great rewards he en-
couraged agriculture, and by great immunities he promoted
commerce. Midnight robbery+ and .assassination, before so
faithfully, the work must be considered as valinble ‘Notwithstanding, h con.
sequence of thas 'caution, I:Have:thpoughout this work, when citing’ that .anthor,
always endeavoured to:obtain collateral authdrities.

# De Lact, India Vera, p. 288.

t In proof of this we are told by Bernier-that the warehouses of the Dutch factory
at Surat having been broken open by night and plundered of goods ta a great amount,
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frequent, were no longer heard of ; and the Viceroys in their re-
spective provinces being compelled to refund, out of their private
fortunes, the money exktorted by depredators on the public roads,
took such vigorous measures for the extermination of those ban-
ditti, that the traveller, in pursuit of business or pleasure, jour-
neyed in safety throuwgh the most inhospitable and unfrequented
distriots. S

From these pacific and laudable pursuits the attention of Shah
Jehdn was saddenly diverted by the necessity of taking up arms
to crush a formidable insurrection brooding in the south. Pre-
vioas to his assumption of the crown, and while yet his success
was doubtful, he had received a gross insult from Lodi, the ge-
neral of the imperiul troops in Beccan, who, gained over by Nour-
mahal, had mot.only openly espoused the cause of Shehriar, but
had opposed his.-march through that province to Agra. Lodi was
an Omrah of the highest distinction, and boasted his descent from’
the dynasty of: that name which governed India, prior to the
Moguls. Shah Jehan, aware of his power and great military
talents, when, established on the throne, he sent an army to
reduce him, sent also by his general terms on which pardon and
reconciliation might be obtained. In those terms Lodi prudently
acquiesced, consented to resign his station in Deccan, and was
made governor of Malva. On the emperor’s solicitation, he
afterwards repaired to Court, where a series of indignities con-
vinced him that the recomciliation of Shah Jehan was not sihcere.
In daily dread of assassination, he fled with his two sons towards
Malva, and in their flight, being pursued by the imperial troops,
the eldest was slain bravely fighting in his father’s defence.
Having reached Malva, he endeavoured to collect an army

on complaint to the emperor he obliged the governor from his salary to remunerate
them for their loss. ‘Bermier's Mogul Empire, tom. ii. p. 168.
VOL. II. ' 8D



[ 86 ]

sufficient to oppose the imperialists, but the pursuit was so warm
and vigorous, that he could make no effectual stand against them,
and therefore he continued his flight with his few valiant com-
rades in arms to Bundela, in the mountainous defiles and almost
impregnable fortresses of which country he defended himself
with such resolute bravery, that the army was at length wearied
out by incessant fatigue, and gave over the pursuit. To Lodi,
also, some repose was necessary ; and after remaining a short
time in Bundela, he traversed the provinces of Berar and Oudi-
pore, in his way to Golconda, nor relaxed his speed till he reached
Dowlatabad, where his friend, the Nizam, received the exhausted
fugitive with open arms. His relation of the unmerited insults
which he had met with at the court of Agra, and the sufferings-
he had since undergone, excited alike the compassion and the
resentment of the Nizam, and he promised him protection, at
the risque of his kingdom.

In the mean time the emperor, to whom the darling project of
conquering the Deccan, had descended from his predecessors,
Akber and Jehanguire, determined to make this friendly reception
of a rebel to his authority an excuse for renewing those efforts
for its complete subjugation which had hitherto been only crowned
with partial success. Its princes were tributaries indeed to the
empire ; but were far from being wholly subdued. The prin-
cipal of them were Adil, sovereign of Beejapour, or Visiapour,

- Cuttub, king of Hydrabad and Tellingana, and the Nizam, king

of Deccan proper. At the courts of each of these princes Lodi
was hospitably received, and his cause espoused with ardour. The
crisis seemed favourable to their views of bursting those shackles
which the Delhian sovereigns during two reigns, had attempted

_ to impose on the princes of the Deccan ! Lodi, equally brave and

eloquent, in a strain of glowing oratory, inflamed their hopes ;

\
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and promised, if they would unite their forces, to lead them to
certain victory. Combating singly they would, as before, fall an
easy prey to the Mogul ; united they would be invincible. After
some hesitation, the effect of mutual jealousies, they complied
with his advice. Under so consummate a general they thought
they had nothing to fear, and preparations for the worst that
might happen were accordingly commenced with the utmost
promptitude and vigour. Shah Jehan, to the rage of disappointed
vengeance adding that of ambition and conquest, lost no time in
executing the resolutions he had formed. His project of con-
quering the Deccan forms one grand feature of his teign; and
as it is only those grand features of the reigns of the Mogul
dynasty, that this history attempts to dlsplay, we shall dwell
more largely upon it than usual.

Early in the year 1631 he moved southward at the head of
100,000 horse, and arriving at Brampour, the capital of Candeish,
fixed his encampment in the vicinity.of that city. Thence he
dispatched messengers to the confederated princes, commanding
them to appear personally before him ; to disband their armies,
and to deliver up Lodi, his rebellious subject : otherwise he would
pour destruction upon them, and make their country a desert.
The princes returned an evasive answer; and, W1th increased
vigour, continued the preparations for war.

Thinking it beneath his dignity in person to lead his troops
against a rebel in arms, Shah Jehan dispatched Eradit Khan, the
governor of Candeish, with 25,000 horse, assisted by two other
Omrahs, with 14,000 each, making in the whole a body of 58,000
men, to ravage the territories of the Nizam, who having first
received Lodi under his pretection, became the first object of his
resentment. Lodi with an inferior army, but with superior mi-
litary abilities, immediately advanced to oppose these forces, and,
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taking possession of the difficult passes of the mountgjns on the
frontier, so completely obstructed their line of march, and sq
harrassed them with partial attacks, without risking a general
engagement, that Eradit with all his exertions was unable to pe-
netrate into Golconda. The Emperor, who knew the abilities of
Lodi, and by no means expected an easy conquest, yet after soma
months was stung with disappointment that no farther pragress
was made, and distrusting Eradit’s ability to cope with Lodi,
immediately sent his Vizier Asoph, with ten thousand additional
horse, to supersede that Omrah. The very name of Asoph, 3
man equally illustrious in the field and in the cabinet, carried
terror withit. The war assumed a new aspect, the confederates
were panic-struck, and in spite of the most heroic bravery dis-
played on the part of Lodi, were defeated. They were compelled
to sue for peace, but the Emperor would listen to no terms that

did not include the surrender of Lodi. That brave man, however, '
suspecting treachery, had fled beyound the bounds of Golconda,
but not beyond the vengeance of the Emperar. Numerous par-
ties were sent every way in pursuit of him, and, at length, with

“about thirty of his faithful adherents, he was avertaken, sur-

rounded, and cut to pieces; after having made dreadful havoc
among his assailants.

The confederates had lost their general, and had suffered a
defeat : they had even solicited peace in hopes that the conditions
would be reasonable at least, if not favourable. The demands
of Shah Jehan however being too exorbitant to be complied with,
the negociations were broken off. The Vizier’s presence being
necessary at court for the transaction of pub,lic_: business, Eradit
was again intrusted with the command of the army. The con-
federates had after their defeat retired from the field into their
strong holds, and the war was converted into a succession of
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sieges. The fortresses were strong, the garrisons determined,
and the imperialists not over skilful; still the Emperor would
not relax from the severity of his demands; great numbers of
his troops perished by famine, disease, and the sword, but little
progress was made in the subjugation of Deccan. Thus matters
continued for a great length of time ; all the open country was
ravaged with fire and sword; whole cities were depopulated,
and fertile pravinces converted into deserts. Armies were sent
on armies in fryitless and destructive expeditions ; and a succes-
sion of great generals was employed with no other ultimate
success than the capture of a few insignificant forts. At lengthin
1633, the fortress of Dowlatabad, deemed impregnable, in which:
the Nizam had shut himself up, was taken by the most expe-
rienced of those generals, Mohabet ; who after all owed his suc=
cess to a large bribe bestowed on the goavernor. During the
protracted siege the aged Nizam had died, but the young Nizam,
his grandson, was delivered up; sent prisoner to Gualior, and
his dominions were annexed to the empire. Begjapour and
Tellingana still remained to be suhdued ; but the Emperor, gra-
- tified with this partial success of his arms, leaving Mohabit in the
command of the country which he had conquered, returned to
Agra. It was his fixed determination however at no distant pe-
riod to return with all the forces of the empire, and undertake in
person the aceomplishment of his favourite object.

‘Engaged in detailing the more important events of the Portu-
gueze government in Malabar, and at their presidency of Goa,
I neglected to notice the misfortune that befel them in the present
year (1683) at their factory at Hoogley, where from their im-
prudent conduct having drawn down upon them the displeasure
of the Emperor, they were by his command attacked by Casim,.
the Soubah, at the head of the provincial troops, their property
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plundered, and rhany of them put to death. Shah Jehan is said,
in Dow’s life of him, to have harboured resentment against
this nation for refusing to assist him in his distresses, when,

. after the battle of the Nerbudda in the former reign, he took

refuge in Bengal; and it is there added that these were the -
first hostilities against Europeans, recorded in the histories of
the East.* » -

The revolt of the Rajah of Bundela ( Bundelcund), which also
happened this year, would, from its inferior importance, have
remained unnoticed in these pages, had it not proved the means
of introducing, for the first time, on the theatre of Indian warfare,
the young prince, AURUNGZEB, to whom, under the tuition of
Nuserit, governor of Malva, the reduction of that rebel was in-
trusted. Though then only thirteen years old, he on all occasions
manifested the most undaunted intrepidity ; was foremost in every
assault of danger and difficulty ; and eminently displayed those
talents for military command which afterwards distinguished the
conqueror of the peninsula. After a long and obstinate contest
the Rajah was subdued, slain, and his head carried to Agra,
where, soon after, Aurungzeb also appeared the welcome
bearer of about three millions in silver coin, gold, and jewels,
found in the vaults of his palace, which he laid at the feet of his
transported father, as the first fruits of his victories.¢

“Shah Jehan had from his early youth a taste for splendour

and magnificence. The sumptuous throne which he caused to

be built in the former reign, when contending for the empire,
out of the spoils of plundered provinces, ornamented with a pro-
fusion of the richest jewels, evinced that to be one of his ruling
passions.] He now began a more superb one, the famous TukT
TAdus, or peacock throne, of which the body was formed of solid

* Dow, vol. iii. p. 145. t Ibid, p. 147. 1 See of this volume, p. 203.
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gold, incrusted over with diamonds, rubies, sapphires, and eme-
ralds. This throne, in finishing, and the expence of the jewels
alone, amounted to -twelve hundred and fifty thousand pounds
sterling ! It was called the peacock throne, from having the
figure of two peacocks standing behind it, with their tails ex-
‘panded, which were studded with various jewels to represent the
life. Between the pegcocks stood a parrot of the ordinary size,
cut out of one emerald. The finest jewel was a ruBy, which
had fallen into the hands of Timur when he plundered Delhi in
the year 1398.* This is Dow’s account, and it is corroborated,
with some little variety of description, by Tavernier, a merchant
in diamonds, who travelled in India, in Shah Jehan’s reign, and
who declares that monarch to have been the most skilful in
jewels of any man in his own dominions. After such lengthened
and disgusting details of blood and slaughter, I am not afraid of
offending the reader by inserting Tavernier’s more circumstantial
account of the peacock throne ; it is evident, from the variation
in the accounts,} that some alteration must have taken placc.e in
this splendid pageant, between the period when it was first exhi-
bited (1635 ) and about twenty years after, when Tavernier sur-
veyed it at Delhi.

«« The Great Mogul has seven thrones, some set all over with
diamonds ; others, with rubies, emeralds, and pearls. This ('the
peacock ) is the largest throne, and is set up in the hall of the
first court of the palace ; it is, in form, like one of our field-beds,
six foot long and four broad. The cushion, at the back, is round

. * Ibid, p. 155. '

t I had it engraved for the Indian Antiquities from a drawing by a Venetian
artist who visited India in the suite of Manouchi, chief physician to Aurungzebe
during forty years. It forms the frontispiece of the final volume of that work. It
answers to the first of these descriptions, and has two peacacks.
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Iike a bolster’; the cushions on the sides are flat. 1 counted
about a hundred and eight pale rubies in collets about this
throne, the least whereof weighed a hundreéd carats; but there
are some that weigh two hundred. Emeralds, I counted about
a hundred and forty, that weighed some threescore, some thirty,
carats.

“ The under part of the canopy is al embroidered with pearls
and diamonds, with a fringe of pearls round about. Upon the
top of the canopy, which is made like an arch with four panes,
stands a peacotk, with his tail spread, consisting entirely of sap-
phirs and other proper coloured stones : the body is of beaten
gold enchased with several jewels ; and a grest RuBY upon his
bieast, to which hangs a pearl that weighs fifty carats. On each
side of the pedcock stand two nosegays, as high as the bird, con-
Sisting of vatious sorts of flowers, all of beaten gold enamelled.
When the kihg seats himself upon the throne, there is a trans-
parent jewel, with a diamond appendant of eighty or ninety carats
welght, encompassed with rubies and emeralds, so hung that it is
always in his eye. The twelve pillars also, that uphold the ca-
nopy, aie set with rows of fair pearl, round, and of an excellent
water, that weigh from six to ten carats apiece. At the distance
of four feet, upon each side of the throne, are placed two um-
brellas, the handles of which are about eight feet high, covered
with diathonids ; the umbrellas themselves being of crimson
velvet, embroidered and fringed with pearl. This is the famous
tlitone (he adds) which Tamerlane began and Shah Jehan finished ;
and is really reported to have cost a hundred and sixty millions
and five hundred thousand livres of our money. Besides this
stately ahd magnificent throne, there is another less, of an oval
form, seven foot long and five broad. The outside of it shines
all over with diamonds-and pearls, but there is no canopy over it.
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The five other thrones are erected in another magnificent hall,
_ in a different court, entirely covered.with diamonds without any
coloured stone.”’*

As another instance of that ostentatious magnificence in which
the soul of Jehan delighted, the same traveller mentions the
sumptuous gallery built by that monarch, which he had purposed °
to cover entirely over with a kind of lattice-work of emeralds
and rubies, that should have represented to the life grapes when-
they are green, and when they begin to grow red. But this
design, which made such a noise in the world, and required more
riches than all the world could afford to perfect, still remains
unfinished, there being only three stocks of a vine in gold, with
their leaves, as the rest ought to have been, enamelled according -
to their natural colours, with emeralds, rubies, and other precious
stones, wrought into the fashion of grapes.t+ To this account
Manouchi, also an eye witness, adds, that the opposite side of
the gallery, in which are the windows, is adorned with looking-
glasses of considerable magnitude whose borders are set with the
largest oriental pearl. The clusters of precious stones, multi
plied in the looking-glasses, reflect an inconceivable splendor,
which dazzles by day, and enlightens the whole gallery by
night.] . ,

This costly pageant of Jehan, was not wholly without parallel
amidst the magnificence of Eastern courts; for we are told by
Herodotus, that Pithius, the wealthy Bythinian, made Darius a
present of a plane-tree and a vine of gold. This vine, according
to Athenaus, || was adorned with jewels hanging in clusters, in

 See Tavernier’s Indian Travels, part 2. book ii. chap viii,

+ Tavernier’s Indian Travels, book I. chap. vii.

T Manouchi’s Mogul History, p. 218. edit. act. 1709.

i Seec Herodot. Lib. vi1. and also Athenzus, Lib, x11.
VOL. II. sE .
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form 4nd colour -resembling grapes, and spread like a rich
canopy over the golden bed of that monarch. But, without
going. to Persia, we find in Curtius,* amidst that luxuriant de-
scriptidn, in his eighth book, of the state and pageantry of an
Indian monarch, particular mention made of the golden vines
that twined round those ornamented columns of the same metal
which supported his palace, amidst whose branches artificial birds
-of silver, in imitation of those most esteemed in India, were dis-
posed with the nicest art by the curious designer.4
Independently of the innate love of -regal pomp, Shah Jehan
thought that a public display of magnificence raised awe in his
subjects, and gave weight to his authority. With this view he
selected a hundred youths from among the sons of the nobility
who were of the most distinguished merit, and made them onirahs
in one day. He gave to each a golden mace, and they always
attéended the presence. They were all uniformly dressed in
tlothes richly embroidered, with golden helmets, swords inlaid
with precious stones, and shields studded with gold. When the
Emperor went abroad these constantly attended him with drawn
sabres, all mounted on the fleetest Arabian horses, and from
these he chose his officers of state. His vanity, however, was
principally gratified in the splendour of his Haram. Early in his
i'eigh he had the misfortune to lose, in child-bed, his favourite
Sultana, the daughter of the Vizier, and mother of all his surviving
children. For a time he was inconsolable, and raised at Agra a
maghificent tomb to her memory, which cost, in building, no less
a sum than %50,000l. sterling. While she survived he was very
constant to her; but, after her decease, he indulged his licentious-
passions to great excess, and his seraglio was crowded with the

® Quintus Curtius, Lib. vi11. cap. ix.
¥ Indian Antiquities, vol, i. p. 2¥3.
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finest women of Asia. Most of our Eastern travellers who have-
attempted to describe the ceconomy of the seraglio, have doubt-
less, from the sacredness of that recess, imposed upon their read-
ers a heap of gross falsehoods. Manouchi, so long physician at the
court of Agra, may be supposed to write from better information
than most of them, and his account of what concerns the external
decoration of the fair incarcerated inhabitants is in substance as
" fallows. . _
Their hair, perfumed with the finest essences, and braided with
 pearls, falls down in graceful tresses. Some, on the crown of the
head, wear turbans adorned with plumes of feathers, glittering
_with precious stones, while long scarves of gold tissue fastened
‘to them behind, hang down, and reach to the very ground.
Others wear a kind of diadem, formed of pearl, on the front part
of the head, in the centre of which is fixed a glorious jewel re-
sembling in its figure the sun, a crescent, a star, or some beautiful
flower. Their necklaces, too, are of the finest oriental pearl,
intermixed with diamonds, rubies, and .sapphires. The climate
-obliging them to wear only the slightest covering, there is, he
tells us, a silk made. on purpose for them, so very fine that a -
whole suit of it does not weigh above an ounce. These dresses
-are never worn a second time, but every returning day supplies
a new suit of a different colour from the former. While, how-
ever, these delicate females shrink from this slight incumbrance
of clothing, they wear, he adds, so many jewels that they are in
‘a manner burdened with them. The neck and bosom are covered
with interwoven pearl and diamonds, suspended crosswise in
brilliant rows. Their pendants and bracelets are of a surprising
magpnificence. Their fingers and their toes, which are always
uncovered, as they only wear sandals, are alike adorned with the
richest rings. On the right thumb they wear a small looking-

~
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glass, in the form of a signet, set round with pearl, in which they
are for ever admiring themselves. The ornament most becoming
these princesses (for we must suppose Manouchi only speaking
of the highest order of females in the seraglio) is a gold girdle
of about two fingers breadth garnished with variegated stones.
Labels of the same metal hang down from it with clusters of
orient pearl at the extremities. What is most astonishing is that
each Sultana has, at least, six or eight changes of these jewels.
The reader will doubtless here fancy that he has been travelling
in fairy land, where all is pearl and diamonds ; but the description
just given falls very far short of the truth.

Here I should finish this gaudy picture ; but what our author
has remarked concerning the sources of this vast accumulation of
. precious stones at the Mogul court is too deserving of notice to
be omitted, and I hope to render it more so by additional remarks
of my own.

The court of the Mogul, he observes, is richer in jéwels than
can well be conceived in Europe. Timur, the founder of the
empire, had enriched himself with the plunder of the palaces of
the greatest part of the sovereigns of Asia. In the Indian Anti-
quities the reader will find an account of the great feast which
that conqueror made after his conquest of Asia, on the plain of
CANAGHA, in which all his inmense treasures in gold and jewels
were displayed ; treasures compared with which, as I have there
‘truly observed, the riches of Xerxes and Darius were trifling.*
The delight of the Tartar monarchs who succeeded was to hoard
up inconceivable masses of precious stones. Baber carried with
him from Samarcand to the Indies a great part of the treasures

* Indian Antiquities, vol. vii. p. 98. in an express dissertation on the wealth of
the ancient world, which for the most part centred in India in the purchase of her
rare and valuable commodities.
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of Gengis and Timur. The long reigns of Akber and Jehan-
guire, enriched with the plunder of the Rajapouts and the Deccan,
gave time for the imperial treasures to accumulate. To the latter
no present was so acceptable as a rare and costly jewel, of which
the vanquished Rajahs, among whom remained the ancient stores
in that way of the ancient Hindoo empire, were aware, and availed
themselves.* Aurungzeb, by his conquest of the kingdom of
Golcondah, became master of the diamond mines ; and every year,
besides the tribute paid him out of Golconda in precious stones,
bought up the fairest and most perfect for the use of his wives
and daughters. These jewels are never alienated, for at the
death of the Sultanas, the emperor being: their only heir, they
revert to the crown. It may be farther observed, that the jewels
of the seraglio are rendered unfit for sale by being perforated.
In proof of this it is observed that Akber, being in want of inoney
to carry on the war in Guzzurat, sent some rubies to be sold at

® See'in Gladwin’s Life of Jehanguire a great varicty of instances. Thus, when
the Ranna of Oudipour, after his defeat, was first introduced to the prince, his
victor, he made him a present of a ‘ RUBY, a valuable family jewel,” p. 30.
When the prince and his captive the Ranna had their audience of Jehanguire, his
nuzzir among other things was ¢ a chrystal casket full of jewels, and the RUBY
which had be—en_ presented to him by the Ranna, valued at 60,000 rupees,” p. 31.
¢¢ Rajah Bickermajeet laid out two lacks of rupees (24,000l.) at Goa in the pur-
chase of a RUBY, which he presented to Shah Jehan,” p. 39. “The peishcush, or
present, at one time offered by Shah Jehan to his father was as follows : ¢ the above
RUBY, weighing 17 miskals; an AMETHYST, valued at a lack of rupees (12,000l.) ;
a DIAMOND, valued at 40,000 rupees ; another, of the same value ; ahother, va-
lued at 30,000 rupecs ; a pearl worth 25,000 rupees ; two other pearls of the same
price,” p. 40. When the Emperor was last at Agra, Shah Abbass sent him a RUBY
which had descended from Ulug Beg to the Seffi family: The name of Ulug Beg
was engraved upon it, and Jehanguire ordered his own name to be added to it,”.p. §2.°
This is the great ruby, before mentioned, as being the noblest ornament of the pea-
cock throne. Rubies, therefore, seem to have bcen the Jewel most valued by these
prirces ; the finest are found in Pegu.
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Goa. They were very beautiful to the eye, but their being per-
forated spoiled the sale of them. With respect to that superior
class of precious stones which adorn the person of the emperor,
they are the master-pieces of nature, and are all distinguished
by peculiar high-sounding names. One is called the Sun, ano-
- ‘ther the Moon, a third Aldebaran, a fourth Sirius, and a fifth
the Bear-star. By these names the Mogul distinguishes them,
and calls for them when he wants them on days of national
festivity.* ~

About this time the marriages of Sultans Dara and Sujah were
celebrated with extraordinary magnificence at Agra: no less a
sum than 875,000l. was expended by the emperor on this occa-
sion ; and the nobles vied with each other in the most expensive
entertainments and shews. Aurungzeb, now in his fifteenth
year, became so expert in his martial exercises, and evinced such
a.superior understanding, as greatly to increase in favour with
his father. His fortitude at those years was such as amazed the
Emperor and the whole court, before whom he publicly fought
on horse-back against an elephant, and by his dexterity killed
that enormous animal. On this occasion appeared the first
symptoms of that unhappy jealousy, which afterwards broke out
among the princes ; the two elder burned with envy at the pre-
ference given to Aurungzeb, and ever after bore the young
prince a secret enmity. To prevent any ill effects from this
rising spirit of animosity, Sujah was sent into Deccan to govern
that province, assisted by the councils of the sage Mohabet,
whose control, however, his lofty spirit could not brook. He
was, therefore, recalled, and shortly after made viceroy of
Bengal, which province he governed nearly all the remainder
of Shah Jehan’s reign. With respect to Sultan Dara, the eldest,

* Manouchi’s Mogul History, p. 331.
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being the imperial prince, his father kept him near himself at
court, much against the Sultan’s consent, who murmured greatly
at ihé'distinguished honours conferred on Sujah, while he himself
had neither province nor command. His father endeavoured to
pacify him by representing to him, that it arose solely from his
tender affection towards the heir of the throne that he did not
permit him to take the field ; and that, in the palace, there was
no need of the parade of a military command. With these repre-
sentations, however, Sujah was by no means satisfied ; and the
emperor, to appease lim, appointed him to the command of six
thousand horse. Jehan, for this guarded conduct towards Dara,
had doubtless other motives besides affection : he had marked
the young scyon of ambition shooting up and expanding in his
mind, and viewed him with the same jealous eye with which the
prince himself regarded his brother Sujah. '

The vast preparations making for the Emperor’s intended |

conquest of Deccan were, in the mean time, advancing towards

completion. The greater part of the year 1634 was spent in visit-

ing the northern provinces of the empire. He moved but slowly;
a considerable army, and the whole court attending his progress.
Being an excellent sportsman, he hunted in all the forests on the
way, and is said with his own hand to have shot forty deer before
he reached Delhi. After staying some time at Delhi, he pro-
ceeded to Lahore, and with great pomp and affected piety went
to visit the tomb of that father whose life he had so much embit-
. tered. He made magnificent presents to some learned men of
that city, and to the fakeers who kept up the perpetual lamp burn-
ing in the tomb of his father ; he then hastened on to Cashmere,
where he arrived about the middle of June. There, during the
tropical heats, he relaxed from the fatigues of public business, and
amused himself with viewing the curious: springs, the cascades,
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the hanging woods, and the ample lakes which diversify the face
.of that romantic and beautiful region. -

. Shah Jehan, during his stay at Delhi, had formed the resolution
of rebuilding that ancient capital after a magnificent manner. The
two kings, his predecessors, had set him an example in this re-
spect, Akber having rebuilt Agra, and Jehanguire having repaired
and beautified Lahore. On the Emperor’s return southward, this
important undertaking was ordered to be immediately carried
into execution, and the most skilful architects and masons were
procured from the greatest distances to forward its accomplish-
ment. He drew the outlines of his new city on a large plain on
the western banks of the Jumna, and, in constructing it, made
wuse of the same sort of red stone, of the hardness and colour of
jasper, brought from the quarries of Fettipore, which Akber
employed in building the castle of Agra. The city was fortified
with twelve lofty towers, and had as many magnificent gates;
the principal, that fronting the palace, of uncommon magnitude
and grandeur. The palace itself surpassed every thing of the
kind in India, the walls of the principal apartments being lined
with marble, and the cielings of many of them overlaid with
plates of silver. The grand mosque, or Jama Musjep, was also
without its rival, being incrusted within and without with marble
of various colours, The great Omrahs, too, of Shah-Jehan’s
court, to gain their master’s applause, vied with each other in
‘raising splendid palaces within the limits of his new city, and.be-
sides the Jama MusjEp, there were many other mosques inferior
in magnitude, but.of exquisite beauty. The bazars, or public
market places, were surrounded by anches, which at the same
time that they gave a perpetual shade below, supported noble
terraces above, while the shops themselves were stored with the
richest merchandize of Asia, encouraged by high immunities to
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centre in this new and beautiful metropolis. The city was about
seven miles in circumference, and was surrounded on three sides
by a wall of brick and stone¢, the Jumna itself forming its defence
on the fourth, while Shah Jehan’s principal care was to make
two gardens of inconceivable magnificence, called the gardens of
Shalimar, which alone.cost him .a million sterling. Here were
grottos of great extent and depth, where- the beams of the sun
never penetrated, canals of the fairest water filled with gold and
silver fishes, fountains that for ever playing diffused a refreshing
ceolness around, while the choicest flowers and fruits of Asia, by
their fragrance and flavour, on’ every side administered to the
gratification of the delighted senses. -

Lest the reader, not accustomed.to the extravagance of Eastern
magnificence, should think the above account exaggerated, I shall
conclude this chaptér with. inserting Mr. Franklin’s description of
a part of this palace, as it was seen by him in its. ruined state, on
his visit to Delhi in 1798, from which- some judgment may be
formed of what it was in the meridian glory of the empire, when
adorned with the peacock throne, and the other sumptuous re-
galia of Mogul splendour.. This description, it will be observed,
only concerns the great and lesser hall of A audience, and the
royal baths. ' S
+ ¢“The PaLAcE of theroyal family: of szur, was erected by the
Emperor SHAH JEnAN at the time he finished the new city. It is
situated on the western bank of the JFumna, and is surrounded on
three sides by a wall of red stone: ‘I suppose the circumference
of ‘the whole to be about a mile, The first. obJect that - attracts
attentlon'after.entering the ‘palace, is the Dewaun Aum, or public
hall of audience, for all descriptions of people. It is situated at
the upper end. of -a spacious square, and is-a noble bulldmg, but
at present gouch in_decay.. :. On each side of the Dewaun Aum,

VOL. II. 3 F
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and all round this square, are apartments of two stories high, the
walls"and front of which in the times of the splendour of the
‘empire, were adorned with a profusion of the richest tapestry,
velvets, and silks ; the nobles vying with each other in rendering
them the most magnificent, especially on festivals, and da s of
public rejoicings, when they presented a grand s;ght heSe
decorations have however been long since laid aside, apd no;ﬁm‘gr
but the bare walls remain. From the Dewaun Aum wg ri)-
ceeded through another handsome gateway to the De'w ass
beforementioned. This building is also situated at thé pﬁr end
of a spacious square, and elevated upon a marhle terrace about four
feet high. The Dewaun Khass in former times has beeq gdomed
‘with excessive magnificence,* and though stripped and pIundered
‘by various invaders, still retains sufficient beauty to rendfer it ad-
mired. ‘I judge the building to be a hundred and ,ﬁéy,#eet%
length by forty in breadth. The roof is flat, supported{ Y.
great many columns of fine white marble, whl,ch have gge
=richly adorned with inlaid flower-work -of beauttful stones the
<ornices and borders have been decorated with a g}'@; qu
of frieze and sculptured -work. - The. cieling, was form ?H m-
crusted with a work of' rich -foliage of silvex. tbrqyggﬁlt
whole extent, which has been long :since taken off apd,
away. The delicacy of the inlaying in the compartments 019 the
walls is much to be admired, and it is thatter of heartfelt regret
to see the barbarous ravages that have been made in picking out
the different cornelians, and breaking the marble by violence.
Around the interior of the Dewaun Khass, in the cornice, are the
following lines in Persian engraved in letters of gold, upon a
white marble ground. '
« If there be a paradise upon earth, this is it—"tis this, ’tis this.”’

* Within this the peacock imperial throne was crected.

‘—"—-:-—1
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The terrace on which the Dewaun Khanah is built is composed of
large beautiful slabs of white marble, and the building is crowned
at top with four pavilions or cupolas of the same materials.

«« The RoyaL BaTHs built by SHAH JEHAN, are situated a little
to the northward of the Dewaun Khass, and consist of three very
large apartihents surmounted by white marble domes. The
inside of the baths'is lined, about two thirds of the way up, with
matble, having a beautiful botdér of flower-worked cornelians
and other precious stones, exécuted with taste. The floors are
paved throughout with marble in large slabs, and there is a
fountain in the centre of each with many pipes : large reservairs
of marble, about four feet deep, are placed in'different parts of
the walls ; the light is admitted from the roof by windows of
particoloured glasses ; and capacious stohes with iron gratings
are placed underneath.each separate 'apartment. There is a
noble mosque adjoining, entirely of* white :marble, and made
after the fashion described above. A ‘grest: part of this noble
palace has suffered very much by the destructive ravages .of the
late invaders. The Rohtllas i particular, who were .iutroduced
by GuorLauM KAuDER, have:stripped many of the rooms of their
marble ornaments and pavements; and have even picked out the
stones from the borders-of many of the floorings.”*

® Asiatic Researches, vol. iv. p. 431.
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CHAPTER 11,

Third Expedz'tzon of the Emperor to Deccan, th2 Result qf Ambitzon
and -Avarice united. ——C’onqudsl of ‘the Kings- of Bejapour,-and
: Tellzngana --.Aurungzeb made Governer of Deccan.~~His Mar-
riage.—Candahar restored to the Moguls.~Incursions of the Uxbek
Tartars ; deﬁate&? by Auriingzeb—Candabar retaken by the Per-
' stans.—The Emperor grows jealous of his Sons, dnd they of each
 other. —Conseqzzenl d'reaayul Distractions of the Empire.——Their
Contests Jor the Soverergn Power. —-—Aurungzeb ﬁnal{y prevazls
'_ zmprzsons his Father and ascends the Throne '

s -
,*

I + Was near the close of the year 1636 béfore Shah than com-
enced his long-meditated expedition:for the purpose-of reducing
the Mahommedan governments of the Deccan, hat yet conquered,
Mohabet, the 'greait‘eSt of his generals, was dead ; ‘and frém- that
everit the prOgressnve march ‘of his armies in that quarter had
ceased.” " The kingh of Béjhpour aiid Teflingana, in modern geo-
graphy Visiapoiir ahd Golctida, having retreated into the sttong
fortresses in which those kih'gdomS'deunde’d, defied the utmost
efforts of his generals to bring them under the Mogul yoke.
They had laid waste, but had not subdued, the country ; and the
task of their complete subjugation was left to the emperor, and
his son Aurungzeb.

Ambition had doubtless a very decided influence over the em-
peror’s mind in making this attack, but the vast sums which Shah
Jehan was at this moment expending in rebuilding Delhi, and
improving Agra, and in the unequalled splendour of a most
luxurious court, render the supposition of his eastern biographer

R
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extremely probable, viz. that AvaricE had also no small share in
exciting him to this undertaking. In the different assaults already
made on that devoted country, much.of its hoarded treasure in
¢oined money, and very considerable quantities of the.finest
jewels of Golconda, had found their way to Agra. For this spe-
cies.of wealth we have seen the insatiable avidity of this monarch,
as well as the mode of its application. That kingdom was a
mine of jewels; rich in itself; and rich in the wealth of its de-
pendent kingdomof Bi.snagar,Aas yet only partially plundered.
Both Tavernier and Thevenot were at Golconda in this reign;
and the latter, a traveller of great veracity, gives the following
account of the king’s splendid personal appearance, from which -

an idea may be formed of the riches and magnificence of his
court and kingdom. I cite it.verbatim from the English edition
of 1687.- « This prince wears on the crown of his head a jewel
almost a foot-long, which is said to he.of inestimable value, It is
a rose of great diamends, three or fopr inches in diameter. On
the top of that rose there. is ,a,little crown out of which issues a
branch resembling that of a palm. tree, but it is round ; and- that
palm tree branch is a-good inch in diameter, and about half a foot
long. " It;is made up, of several sprigs which are (as it were) the
leaves of it, each. of them having jat their extremities a lovely
long pearl, in shape like a pear. - At the foot of this posie there
are two bands of gold in the fashion of table bracelets, in which
are enchased large diamonds, set round with rubies, which with
great pearls that hang dangling on all sides make an exceedmg
rare shew : these bands are fastened to the head with clasps of
diamonds. In short, this king doubtless surpasses all the kings
of the Indies in precious stones,”” &c. &c.* Tavernier’s account
of the wealth of Golconda is still more particular and s'urpfisingé

® Thevenot's Indian Travels, book 2d. chap. 7. p. 102. folio edit. 1687.
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bint the above specimen is fully sufficient to support the conjec-
ture that it was not ambition alone that led this ostentanous mo-
narch to invade the Deccan.*

From political motives the march of the army was slow and
circuitous. He had given orders to the governors of the provinces
to join him with their forces, as he advanced, and many of them,
being at a considerable distance from the intended scene of action,
required time for the junction. Aurungzeb, now in high favour,
and ardent to distinguish himself, accompanied the emperor. At
his request the army passed through Bundelcund, which was the
scene of the first campaign of that prince, and where he pointed
out to his delighted father the spots on which he had encountered
the greatest difficulties, and the forts that had longest held out
in that protracted contest. By premeditated delays, and by
excursions of hunting, in which exercise the emperor greatly
delighted, nearly a year was consumed before he entered the
borders of the Deccan. 'When, at length, he reached Dow-
latabad,} and had been joined by all the troops, his force was so
prod:gnous, as dlmost ' to exceed calculation, while 1t promiséd
to annihilate resistance on the part of the enemy. '

“Twélve different armies were immediately formed, and -dis-
patched, under as marf ly experienced generals, by différent routs,
into the kmgdoms of Bejapour and Tellingana. The amazed
mhabntants were attacked at’ once and from’so’ many- different

a9, : SRR
. ,!n hjs chamgr)on qqlgpn;h Tpvemxcr mforms us that the two largest dnamonds
in the wodd, thati isy cut d;ama{xd:, belong, the one to the Grcat Mogul, weighing 279
carats ; and the other, we:ghmg 139 carats, to ‘the’ Duké'of Tuscany. '
t The names of Eastern capitals and provinces ase perpetually varying, which.
canses mrinch thevitable .coufBGons Thus 1o ahe yanyines ealled Abmednagar, in
Ferishta’s History of: Deccan,. 2 Jiter, age-hgs given the name of Powlatabad, in
that writer’s time its capital ; at a still later per\od Aurungabad, built by Au»
rungzeb, became its capital ; at present ‘the leam s capital is Hydrabad.,
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quarters that they knew not whither to retreat, and no quarter,
was given to any that resisted. ¢ Towns and cities,” says the
Persian historian, * were seen in flames on every side ; the hills
were shaken with the continual roar of artillery, and the tigers
of the desert fled from the more ferocious fury of man.” One
hundred and fifteen towns and castles were taken and destroyed
in the course of a year, while from the lofty citadel of Dowlatabad
the relentless emperor. looked down wgth savage pleasure on a
country in. flames, apnd, an expifing, pepple. Shut up in their
strong fortresses, and unable, to.  assist, their suffering subjects,
the kings of Bejapour and. Tgl};ngaga ag length became con-
vinced that universal ruin and dgppg“lapo;; must.be the conse-
quenge of longer resistance ,m,thw,war of dreadful devastatnon
m supplicating  terms they;herqfore, sohclted peace ;, ‘and Shah
Jehan took, advantage of their pecessities, to impose such .severe
tepms-upon them as virtually amounted to the lqss of, theu' }ur;g—
dems, ‘Though their. crowns were forfeited, heweygr,,the(y were
established hereditary governors of their own,dhpxmmons{ on con=
ditien of ackmowledging the emperor, and his successors, tp be
LORDS PARAMOUNT of the.Deccan, and of paying a large annual
tribute, of which the first payment was to. take place xmmedxate]y
Although no parficular. sum js. qpec;ﬁed, and the task of com-
pletely ransacking Golconda.was left. to-Aurungzeb at a future
period, yet we. may depend upon. it that the ransom and tribute
paid by these princes in gold and jewels were of no inferior kind ;

but sufficient at once to re-imbursé’ Shah Jehan the ‘expense of
the expedition, and greaﬂy, to augment the lustre of his inesti-

mable THRONE. .
His grand project bemg now fuﬂy accomphshed, the emperor
commenced his' niarch for Ajmere, leaving Aurungzeb with a
large force, under the tuition of Khan Zeman to govern the
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conquered provinces. For some time past a treaty of marriage had -

been negociated between that prince, now in his twentieth year,
and a grand daughter of the famous Asoph Khan, the Visier,
which the present cessation from hostilities gave leisure to com-
plete. The most splendid preparations were accordingly made, and
in the course of a few months the marriage was celebrated with
the utmost pomp at Ajmere; the venerable Visier himself coming
from Agra to attend the ceremony. Shortly after Khan Zeman
died, when he had the sole command of the imperial army, and
the undivided government of the Deccan intrysted to his charge ;
an important charge to so young a prince. He had however given
proofs of wisdom and experience adequate to it, and had already
formed in his mind the plan of his distinguished triumphs on this
wide theatre of his future glory. _

" Candahar, to which the Persian sovereigns had long laid claim,
and which had been taken from the Moguls by Shah Abbas,
during the distractions that prevailed in the reign of Jehanguire,
was, about this time, restored to Shah Jehan by its Persian go-
vernor, Ali Murdan, who, disgusted at the innymerable cruelties
practised in. Persia without bound and without remerse by the
tyrant SHAH SEFI, from. the highest Omrah to the lowest peasant,
and fully aware of his own precarious-existence, resolved to
change masters ; and only stipulating for his personal safety,
delivered up that citadel to the governor of Cabul. Nothing
could exceed the joy of the emperor at the recovery of this im-
portant fortress, the source of perpetual contentjons between the
two kingdoms ; and he not only immediately conferred the most
ample pecuniary rewards on Ali Murdan, but, finding him wor-
thy of his esteem and confidence, afterwardsexalted him to offices
of 'very high trust and dignity in the empire. On the other hand
enraged equally at the treachery of his governor, and the loss of
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the fortress, the Persian ‘Shah ordered an avmy-of %000 horse to
advanee from Chorasan to retake it. Tle Indian commander,
however, marched out with an inferior force, and totally defeated
those troops, who possibly fought with no great ardour in the
cause of their sanguinary master.

The Emperor continued his rout from Ajmeer to Lahore in -
his progress correcting abuses, hearing complaints, and removing
cruel or venal goverhors. His sons, Sultans Dara and Sujah,
were about this time dignified with higher rank in the army, the
former being made an Omrah of 10,000 horse and as many foot;
and the latter of 7000 horse and an equal number of foot.' Sultan
Murad too, the fourth son of the Emperor, now in his seventeenth
year, having in a late instance, in the province of Marwatr, given
decisive proofs of his martial fire and talents; had & considerable
command'giVen him, and was, shortly after, under proper tuition,
made governor of Multan. * It is, in this‘place, necessary to ob-
serve that Shah Jehan, having frequently declared -his intention
of leaving-the 'throne to Dara, he always appointed him to the
first-place’ in digviity and: power, and wished to habituaté his sons
to regard him as'their future sovereign ; although he is said by
Bernier* to Kave ever harboured a latent jealotisy of this prifice]
and secretly to have encouraged’ the ambition of Aurungzeb,
_whose abflities for governing he thought super6r. This writer’

also informs-us that'on this -account, while’the other sons had -
distant and affluent governments assighed them, lie retained Dara
at court, where he had a throne placed fox him, in the hall of'
audience, a little lowet than his owh, and whereon he sate as a
second emperor, forgetting an old eastern adage, that twe suns
never yet shone in one hemisphere. This imprudent, irresolute con-
duct in Shah Jehan, who had acted so sumary a part by his own

" * Bernier’s Mogul Empire, p. 9, et seq.
VOL. 11. 3G
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brothers, and who might have crushed the evil in time, by send-
ing all the suspected to Gualior, is rather astonishing, and cer-
tainly was the cause of all his succeeding calamities.

Amidst events of more important consideration in an empire, the
death of a great and good man, who, when acting from himself,
was the model of upright ministers, may surely be enumerated.
Such was Asoph Jah, brother of NourMAaHAL, and. father of the .
favourite Sultana, the mother of so many princes and princesses,
who died this year, 1641, in the 72d year of her age. Although
he left several sens and daughters, yet for?blitical reasons he
constituted -his grandson, Dara, heir to his immense fortune,
amounting in coined money, jewels, and plate, to four millions
sterling. He bequeathed .his children to that empire which he
had more than once, together with its sovereign, preserved from
destruction. The beautiful TajeEmaHAL, his daughter, had died
in child-bed in 1631, and was honoured with a marble mausoleum
‘at Agra, now called by her name, that had scarcely its rival in
India, and cost Shah Jehan no less a sum than 730,000l. sterling.
His sister, NourMAHAL, died in 1645, in her palace at Lahore,
in dignified seclusion from that world in which she had, by her
beauty, borne so unbounded a sway. Such was the concluding
scene of the three most distinguished personages of their day!

One method which Shah Jehan, in his strict administration of
justice, took to prevent that undue influence which the Soubahs
were too apt to acquire in their governments, was to remove
them every third year. Tirbiet Khan was in this year complained
of for his unrelenting severity in exacting the revenues from the
poor oppressed inhabitants of Cabul. He was superseded, deprived
of his honours, and confined ; for during this reign, even of the
once sanguinary Jehan, the punishment of death was seldom
inflicted, and justice and clemency seemed to go hand in hand.
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Ali Murdan was appointed in his room Soubah of Cabul. Even
Aurungzeb himself, when complaints were once made against
him for mal-administration in Deccan, was ordered to the pre-
sence to answer to the charge. That prince readily obeyed the
summons, completely exculpated himself, and was re-instated in
his government. -

In laudable occupations of this kind, occasionally mtermxxed
with the pleasures of the chase and the delights of an overflowing
‘haram, sometimes at one capital-and sometimes at another, as
either caprice or the varying season dictated, elapsed several years
of Shah Jehan’s reign. Nothing was now wanting tofill up the
measure of his greatness, or the plenitude of his power.
Excepting the occasional insurrection of a discontented Rajah,
and an accidental irruption on the frontier of some daring Patan,
or Tartar chief easily crushed by neighbouring Soubahs, the
empire remained in profound tranquillity. Rebellion suppressed
in the provinces, and order and subordination happily established
among all classes of his subjects, the will of the Emperor was
received as law through all its vast extent. Animmense revenue,
the result of commerce duly encouraged, and- property effect-
ually protected, under the code of the great Akber, poured from -
-every quarter into the royal coffers. The new capital honoured
“with his name, and by which that name was to descend to latest
ages, as well as himself to be considered as the patron of archi-
tecture and every nobler science, was now nearly finished, and
- about to open its gates to admit the most splendid court of Asia.
The domestic irresolution of a monarch, whose conduct in every
other respect was marked by the utmost vigour and decision,
ruined this fair prospect of dawning felicity, and cast a dreadful
gloom over his closing life.

In 1642 Shah Sefi who had inundated Persna with the blood



L 412 ] [A. D. 164g3.

of his subjects, having quelled those intestine. commotions which
bhis: cxuelties: excited, directed his-arms towards Candahar, with a
determination to recover that.city and fortress. As this was a
favourite acqujsition of Shah Jehan, he made the most. formidable
preparations. for resisting the attack, and Sultan Dara at the head
of an army of 50,000 men, to be joined at Cabul by 30,000 more,
was.soon.on his march for that citadel.. Sultan Murad, too, whose
character was- now become eminent for invincible bravery, was
dispatched with twenty thousarid horse, with orders to take post
behind the. Nilab, and re-inforee his brother if requisite. All these
mighty preparations, however, proved in the end unnecessary.
Shah Sefi, breathing war and vengeance; had not advanced far in
his march towards Candahar, before he was suddenly taken ill,
and died, it was thought by poison, amidst the execrations of his
remaining subjects. His army was disbanded, and as Abbas the
Second manifested at that time no inclination to follow up the
military projects.of his predecessor, the two princes returned with
their forces to. their father at Lahore.

Awed by the reputation of Shah Jehan and his valiant sons, the
Uzbek Tartars had long refrained from committing depredations
on the Indian frontier; but in 1643 they recommenced their bar-
bavous incursions, Ali Murdan, however, the governor of Cabul,
repulsed them with great slaughter, and, in return, ravaged their
country as far as Balkh. In the following year he renewed the
attack uppn those northern herdes, the descendants of the ancient
-Massageta, and took several towns and forts in Badakshan. His
daring courage hurrying him on too far into that inhospitable
region, the enemy were enabled to cut off his supplies and his
communication with Hindostan ; they had also retaken several
forts which had fallen into his hands when he advanced. A
retreat, therefore, was deemed prudent by that commander, who
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extricated himself with great ability from the difficulties that sug-
rounded him ; reconquered the captured forts ; and having esta-
blished a chain of posts along the skirts of Badakshan, returned
with honour to Cabul. This however did not satisfy Shah Jehan;
any thing short of the absolute subjugation of so presumptuous
a foe his soul disdained, and, therefore, on a renewal of their
incursions, more vigorous and decisive measures were taken for
that purpose, during which the military talents of both Aurungzeb
and Murad were successively called forth. Their complete re-
duction was at length accomplished in 1647, but not without
several obstinate battles, and a very great expenditure of blood
and treasure.*  *

It was not until the commencement. of the year 1648, accord-
ing to his Persian biographer, that his new city of Jehanabad,
was completely fitted for the reception of his numerous court,
and the immense population that, encouraged by the promises
held out to the new settlers, flocked to it from every quarter of
India. From Agra alone were exported thither by his order and
at his expence, no less than 500,000 of its inhabitants, and ‘that
great city was left almost a desert. On this occasion .no bounds
were placed to the generosity and hospitality of the Emperor,
and when in all his glory he mounted the throne in that city on
the festival of the NauRrvz, or new year’s day, which in India fa]ls
at the vernal equinox, no end to the presents that were offered by
the high nobility to himself, and by their ladies to the Sultanas.
That festival, ever magnificent, was sumptuous beyond all con-
ception, and continued nine days, a favourite number of the
Moguls, during which period the whole city as well as the court

#* Compare Abulghazi’s History of the Uzbek Khans with what occurs in Dow,

vol. iii. p. 190, and in Bernier, tom. ii. p. 1. who met the-Uzbek ambassadors at
Delhi’ Ao D. 1656' . ‘
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was treated at the public expence, and all classes dissolved in
boundless dissi pation. ‘

In the life of Jehanguire I have given Sir Thomas Roe’s de-
scription of the celebration of this great Persian and Tartar feast
at Agra. Bernier was at this new capital, of which he has fa-
'v'oured us with an elaborate description, in 1663, about fifteen
‘'years after this first ascension of its throne by Shah Jehan, when
its lustre was probably rather increased than abated by’ fresh
importations from Golconda, and saw Aurungzeb, (Shah Jehan
still living) si;tihg' upon it, and celebrating the same great annual
festivity. The eastern narratives may appear extravagant and
inflated to our cold northern conceptions, but credit ought surely
to be given to 30 authentic a writer as Bernier. I may add, that
Mr. Franklin’s and his account of the palace will be fourd mu-
- tually illustrative of each other, due ‘allowance being made for
the great distance of time, at which they respectively saw it, the
one in its full splendor, the other in ruins. With respect to the
grand pageant, the THRoNE itself, he agrees in most points with
Tavernier, and he is very particular in enumerating the sources of
the wealth of the Mogul. He computes the actual treasures of
Shah Jehan at six crore of rupees, about seven millions and an
half sterling ; but he adds, « In this sum I by no means com-
prehend that great abundance of goldsmith’s work, so variously
wrought in gold and silver, nor that vast store of precious stones
and pearls in his possession, of a very high valu‘e.’ The throne
alone covered with them is valued, at the least, at three crore. Itis
however, to be considered that they are the spoils of those ancient
princes, the Patans and Rajahs, accumulated from immemorial
times, and still increasing from one king to another by the pre-
sents which the Omrahs are obliged yearly on certain festivals
to make him, especially on his birthday. These are esteemed
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the jewels of the crown, which it would be criminal to touch, and
.upon which a king of India, in case of necessnty, would find it
very difficult to raise the least sum.”’*

After introducing us through those great gates, where the
stone elephants were at that time standing, and through the two
outer courts, full of guards and living elephants, he leads us to
the Am-kass, or hall of audience, where ¢ The king appeared
sitting upon his throne, in the bottom of the great hall of audi-
ence, splendidly apparelled. His vest was of white satin flowered,
and raised with a very fine embroidery of gold and silk. His
turban was of cloth of gold, having a bird wrought upon it like
an heron, whose foot was covered with diamonds of an extraor-
dinary bigness and price, with a great oriental topaz, which may
be said to be matchless, shining like a little sun. A collar of big
pearls hung about his neck down to his stomach, after the man-
ner that some heathens wear their great beads. His throne was
supported by six high pillars, said to be of massy gold, and set
with rubies, emeralds, and diamonds. I am not able to tell you
aright, neither the number nor the price of this heap of precious
stones, because it is not permitted to come near enough to count
them, and to judge of their water and purity. Only this I can
say, that the great diamonds are there in profusion, and that the
throne is estimated to be worth four crores of rupees. Shah
Jehan, the father of Aurungzeb, is the prince who caused it to be
made, to shew so many precious stones as successively had
been amassed in the treasury, of the spoils of those ancient
Patans and. Rajabs, and of the presents which the Qmrabs are
obliged to make yearly upon certain festival days. The art and
workmanship of this throne is not answerable to the matter :
that which I find upon it best devised, are two peacocks covered

® Sece Bernier’'s Mogul Empire, vol, i, p. 165. English 12mo. edit. 1676.
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with precious stones and pearls, which are the work of a French-
thin, that wWas an admirable workman. Beneath this throne
there appeared all the Omrabs in splendid apparel, upon a raised
ground covered with a great canopy of purfled gold with great
golden frifiges, and inclosed by a silver balustrade. The pillars
of the hall were hung with tapestries of purfled gold, having the
pround of gold ; and for the roof of the hall, there was nothing
but great canopies of flowered satin, fastened with red silken
cords, that had big tufts of silk mixt with threads of gold-hanging
on them. Below there was nothing to be seen but great silken
%avpestrie’s very rich, of an extraordinary length and breadth. In
the eourt there was set abroad a certain tent they call the Aspex,
4s long and large as the hall and more. It was joined to the
hall by the upper part, and reached almost as far as to the mid-
dle of the court ; mean time it was all inclosed by a great balus-
trade ¢overed with plates of silver. It was supported by three
pillars, being of the thickness and height of a barge-mast, and
by some lesser ones, and they all were covered with -plates of
silver. It was red from without, and lined within with those fine
Ohittes, or cloth painted by a pencil of Masulipatan, purposely
wrought and contrived with such vivid colours, and flowers so
natural drawn of an hundred several fashions and shapes, that
one would have said, it were an hanging parterre. Thus was
the great hall of the Am-kass adorned and set out.

As to those arched galleries, which-1 have spoken of, that sur-
round the court; each Omrah had received order to dress one of
them at his 6wn charges. And they now striving who should
make his own most stately, there was seen nothing but purfled
gold above and beneath, and rich tapestries under foot.

The third day of the feast, the king caused himself to be
weighed with great ceremvony, and after him divers Ommbs, in
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great scales, and with weights said to be of massy gold. I
remember that all the Omrahs expressed great joy, that the
king weighed two pounds more than the year preceding.

Every year there are held such kinds of festivals, but never
any was celebrated with so much splendour and charge. It is
said, that what induced Aurungzeb to celebrate this splendid
feast, was nothing else but to make the merchants of purfled
gold recover themselves, who had whole magazines full of it,
much spoiled in these four or five years of war, wherein they
could not sell them. These expenses of the Omrahs were great;
but the simple cavaliers paid their share of it, because that the
Omrahs after the feast made them take off that cbmmodity to
make vests thereof.

There is an ancient custom accompanying these feasts, which
little pleaseth the Omrahs : and it is this, that then they are by
respect obliged to make some fair presents to the king in pro-
portion of their pay. There are some, that to appear generaus, or
for fear of being searched for the rapines by them committed in
their offices and governments ; or to purchase the favour of the
king, in the hopes of having their pensians augmented, make
him presents that are extraordinary. Some present fine vessels
of gold set with precious stones ; others pxesent fair pearls, dia-
monds, emeralds, or rubies ; others give him, without other
ceremony, a quaitity of those pieces of gald, that are worth
about a pistole and an half. I remember, that Awrungzeb, haVing
gone to visit (during this great festival) his Visier Jafer-kan, not
as Visier, but as a kinsman, and under the pretence of desiring to
see a piece of building, which he had caused to be raised anew,
Jafer-kan presented him in these pieces of gold, with the value
of an hundred thousand crowns, same goad pearls, and ane ruby
valued at forty thousand crowns.*

’ # Ibid, vol. iii. p. 57.

VOL. 1I. s H
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From the bower of indolence, and the banquet of intempe-

rance, the emperor was roused before the close of the year, by

intelligence that Shah Abbas, at the head of a great army was

rapidly advancing to besiege Candahar. He immediately com-

menced his march for Lahore, and the Visier Sadulla and Au-
rungzeb were dispatched with 50,000 men, to cover that fortress.
Before their arrival, however, in the spring of 1639, it had sur-
rendered by capitulation, and the Persian sovereign, leaving ten
thousand men to garrison the place, had retreated with the re-

- mainder of his army. The great strength of the citadel enabled

the besieged for a long time to resist all the efforts of this formi-
dable force to retake it, and the valour of the garrison, when a
practicable breach was made, to repel the assailants, with great
loss. On the presumption that the place could not hold out till
winter against such an army, commanded by such leaders, neither
provisions nor warlike stores had been provided in sufficient abun-
dance for their support. The intenseness of the cold, also, in
that high and mountainous region, began to be severely felt by
troops accustomed to milder latitudes. In consequence of this,
but determined under more auspicious circumstances to renew
the attack, Shah Jehan ordered the siege to be raised, and
Aurungzeb for the first time was on his return to his father,

unadorned with the laurels of victory. But that disg"raoe wds

prevented by the guardian genius which seemed to preside over
all the actions of his fortunate life, :

The imperialists had not advanced far on their retrogressive
mafch, when Alj, governor of Candahar, aided by the army of
observation that guarded the Persian frontier, fell furiously upon
the rear of the retreating army. Aurungzeb, who was at the
head of the cavalry in the van, immediately and with rapidity
wheeling round, attacked the assailing army in flank, threw them
into confusion, and then following up the blow, completely routed
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them. Having however been reinforced by a strong detachment
from Candahar, the ‘enemy shortly after renewed the contest
against an army thinned by famine, and exhausted by fatigue.
The imperialists turned upon them with the heroic courage of
men determined to conquer, or die; and now the contest and
the carnage became alike dreadful. The shock was along the
whole line from wing to wing ; every Indian soldier was strenu-
ously engaged in warfare with his Persian antagonist. Victory
seemed inclined to favour the unimpaired vigour of the Per-
sians, and to be already within their grasp, when, Rustam, one °
of Aurungzeb’s generals, who commanded the reserve, consist-
ing of 2000 horse, undauntedly leading up his battalions, charged
the Persians with such irresistible impetuosity, as greatly con~
tributed to turn the fortune of the day. Aurungzeb, both by his
voice and his actions, animated his troops ; the combat was re-
newed with redoubled fury, and the enemy were not only a
second time routed, but pursued twenty miles beyond the field
of battle. Crowned with unexpected but well-earned glory, the
prince returned to his father at Lahore, was received with raptu-
rous gratulation, and loaded with distinguished honours.

In the mean time Shah Abbas, undiscouraged by this defeat of
his army, greatly increased the number of the garrison in Can-
dahar, and so strengthened the works as to render that fortress
almost impregnable. In vain therefore; did Aurungzeb, after
immense preparations, and with a still greater army, in 1642,
again appear before that fatal obstacle to the repose of two great
empires. To retake it baffled his utmost efforts, as well as those
of his brother Dara, and Candahar, till its seizure by Abdollah,
remained an appendage to the Persian empire.

. The smothered flame of rancour and jealousy that had long,
secretly burned in the bosoms of these rival brothers was now on
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the point of breaking out, not a little increased, in that of Au-
rungzeb, by the Emperor’s solemn public appointment about this
period, of Dara to the succession. He went even farther than
this ; he permitted him to enjoy a large portion of the imperial
power, gave him a signet of equal authority with his own, and set-
tled upon him an annual allowance of nearly two millions sterling,
for the expences of his household. The passions of Shah Jehan
had by no means diminished with his advancing years, but having
devolved on Dara and the Visier the burthen of public business,
he passed the greatest part of his time in the pleasures of the
haram, and the varied delights of the gardens of Shahlimar.

There, forgetting the martial exercises of his youth, he gave -
himself up to enjoyments unworthy of so great a monarch.

Music, dancing, and comic¢ entertainments engrossed, in succes-
sion, the hours of his voluptuous day. He was not content with
that multitude of women which the Mahommedan law allows to
the gratification of a grovelling passion, but ranged among his
courtiers for forbidden beauty, and stained the hallowed purity
of the nuptial bed. To his favourite women he was generous
and magnificent beyond conception, but sometimes not very nice
in his choice of them. The gallery adorned with jewels is said
by Manouchi to have been made to gratify a female dancer of
the very lowest class ; and to the wife of Calil Khan, one of his
principal officers, he presented a pair of slippers of inestimable
-value.

By a transition not very unusual, the passions of this prince,
in his old age, became greatly altered, and boundless prodigality
was exchanged for insatiable avarice. He grew intolerably se-
vere in exacting the tribute from the governors ; and those were
highest in honours and most in favour who remitted the largest

sums to court. For the better security of the immense treasures
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which he had thus accumulated, we are told by Manouchi that he
€aused two deep and capacious vaults to be excavated under the
palace of Delhi, supported by marble pillars, in one of which, in
mighty heaps, was piled up his gold, in the other his silver. He
tells us farther, that to prevent these precious metals from being
carried away, he had the precaution to form them into vast ingots,
unfit to be used in commerce, and that these vaults were the
favourite resort of the emperor, who under the pretence of en-
joying the cool of that subterraneous gloom, spent a great part
of the day in these caverns, feasting his eyes on the enormous
wealth contained in them.* A

No very important national occurrence arose to interrupt the
domestic repose of Shah Jehan till 1656, when new disturbances
broke out in Deccan, ewing, as was alleged by Aurungzeb, in
his representations to his father, to the dilatoriness of Cuttub
Shah, in remitting the annual tribute due to the empire. On
this account he professed to have put the troops under his
command in motion, and requested farther assistance from the
Emperor to enable him to compel the obedience of its refractory
sovereign. Hisrequest was granted, though in direct opposition
to the advice of Dara, who beheld with indignation the growing
power of his brother in that quarter, and dreaded its increase, if
an army adequate to the conquest of so wealthy a kingdom as
Golconda were sent him from Agra. Aurungzeb, however, had
taken the precaution to dispatch a messenger, armed with irre-
sistable arguments, to convince Shah Jehan of the necessity of
this new war ; it was his friend and comrade in arms, Emir
Jemla, a most important personage in the dreadful drama about,
to be acted, and whom we must therefore, in a particular manner,
introduce to the notice of the reader.

» Manouchi, P. 233, ct scq.
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Emir Jemla was born near Ispahan in Persia, of parents in an
inferior rank in life ; but able to give their son a tolerable edu-
cation. His abilities recommended him to the employ of a mer-
chant-who traded to Golconda for diamonds, whither he usually
accompanied him, and where, finally settling, and by commerce
growing affluent, he purchased a considerable place about the
court. In this situation, the same abilities rendering him con-
spicuous, he attracted the notice of the reigning sovereign Currus
Shah (a name common to the kings of this dynasty, as ApiL is
to that of Visiapour) who assigned him a military post of conse-
quence, and gradually advanced him to the chief command of the
army of Tellingana. He carried on the war in Karnata, or the
Carnatic, for that prince ; and brought it to a successful termina-
tion. His conquests in that rich country enabled him to transmit
immense treasures to the court, but he likewise retained incalcu-
Iable wealth for himself, which, when called upon, he refused to

" divide with his sovereign. In consequence, being compelled to
fly from Golconda, he sought and found a ready asylum with
Aurungzeb, who promised to revenge his cause and to proeure
the restoration of his family, and treasures,on a great part of
which Cuttub had seized. Aurungzeb, who dived deep into the
human heart, exulted in his good fortune in having found, as he
thought, in Emir Jemla, a proper instrument to promote his am-
bitious projects, and exerted.all his interest for his promotion at
the court of his father. Of these projects at various conferences
he gradually unfolded to him the depth and extent, and in these
consultat‘ions were laid the first solid foundations of his future

_sovereignty.

Fully acquainted with all his views, and fully resolved to sup-
port him in them, no more proper ambassador could have been
selepted than Emir Jemla to impress on Shah Jehan the necessity
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of renewing the war with the king of Golconda, nor any argu-
ment more powerful than a bulse of the finest diamonds, recently
delved from its mines, one absolutely unparalleled for its lustre
and magnitude, which he now displayed to his delighted view,
The-doom of its monarch was instantly sealed, and an army of
twenty thousand horse, which, to avoid increasing the envy of
Dara, Aurungzeb deputed his eldest son Mahommed to com-
mand, was in a short time before the gates of its capital, Hydra-
bad. Cuttub, wholly unprepared to resist so formidable a force,
prepared by submission to ward off the blow; he offered imme-
diately to pay down the arrears of the tribute, he released the
son and family of Emir Jemla from their confinement, and en-
deavoured to soothe Mahommed by presents of great value ; but
that prince, stern, haughty, intractable, refused every overture of
accommodation till the treasures of Emir Jemla should be re-
turned. A few chests of money, and some caskets of jewels were
now sent to the camp, as the property of Emir Jemla, but his
son, then with Mahommed, declaring that to be but a snzall por-
tion of the immense treasures of his father, and, in fact, the object
being conquest and plunder rather than restitution, the dreadful
work of desolation and slaughter immediately commenced.
Than the sack of this rich ‘city, according to various writers
before me, Thevenot, Tavernier, Dow, De Faria, nothing can be
canceived more terrible from the united rage and avarice of the
assailants. The pavement of the principal street and square is
said to have been died with the blood of the miserable inhabi-
tants, and the spoil taken was beyond all calculation ; there being
in it whole streets full of shops of jewellers and bankers, in which
the finest diamonds were wrought, and disposed of. It was not
only in diamonds that this superb city abounded ; it was crowded
with merchandize brought to the shores of Coromandel from the
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farthest parts of Asia in exchange for those valued articles, but
much ef this was consumed by the flames which their fury had
kindled in different parts. What was incombustible, the gold,
the silver, and the jewels alone, remained wninjured to the con-
querors, but of that the amount was enormous, for Thevenot in
particular informs us that the very floors of the state-apartments
in the palace were cevered with plates of gold.* In the mean
time the king had escaped out of a private gate, and fled to the
castle of Goleonda, two leagues distant, a castle which in the
usual style of the Indian writers was called impregnable. The
hill on which it stands, like that of Dowlatabad, rises like a sugar-
loaf to a vast height, fortified with walls and bastions, mounted
with cannons of a great size, to its very summit. At its base,and
round its sides, stand the palace and the town. Mahommed in-
vested this formidable retreat; Cuttub drawing courage from
despair marched out at the head of 6000 horse and 12,000 foot,
and gave battle to the imperial troops. He was defeated with
great slaughter, and together with his recreant troops those of
Mahommed rushed into the castle. Cuttub now threw himself
at the victor’s feet, imploring mercy and peace. Mahommed
was relentless, till Rizia, his beautiful daughter appeared in &
supplicating posture. Electrified, vanquished by her charms, he
wheathed his sword. A treaty favourable to Cuttub was con-
dluded, by which half of his wealth became the conqueror’s. He
granted him, alse, his daugiter in marriage, with a kingdom 0
reversion for a dowry. The shouts of mirth and the shrieks of
sorrow were heard rising together on this memorable ooocasion ;
‘and the palms of victory were seen blended with the fumereal
‘cypress. A

Aurungzeb received with transport his son doubly triumphamnt

* Thevenot’s Indian Travels, part 3, chap. vii. p. 101.
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in the field of war and love. He sent a'pompous account of his -
exploits to the Emperor, who raised him to the rank of eleven
thousand horse. Emir Jemla was charged with these dispatches
to Shah Jehan, and so ingratiated himself with that monarch that,
contrary to all the remonstrances of Dara, he conferred on him .
the high office of Visier, vacant by the recent death of Sadulla.
The Emperor is said to have been not wholly uninterested on
this occasion, but, relinquishing the more rigid maxims of his
early government, to have received from Jemla a peishcush of
six lacks of rupees. While Jemla remained at Agra information
was received of the death of Adil, king of Visiapour, with the
additional intelligence that the principal officers of his court had,
without asking permission of the Emperor, raised his son to the
sovereignty. ~Shah Jehan, who considered the dominions of
Visiapour, after the last compact, as an appendage to the empire,
took fire at this neglect. The new Visier was immediately or-
dered with 20,000 men into that kingdom, to depose the son of
Adil, at least till he should make his submission- at the court of
his lord paramount, the Emperor. On his arrival at:Brampour
he was joined by Aurungzeb with all his forces, and the march
was continued with all the expedition possible for so numerous
an army. In the mean time, Ali, the Visier of the deceased and
the existing sovereign, had foreseen the impending storm, dnd
had in some degree guarded against its fugy by levying troops,
and fortifying again the dismantled castles and towns on the
frontier. . His army, however, consisting for the most part of
raw recruits, were unable to stand the shock of veteran:troops,
and though numerous, were every where routed. Bider, one of

- the strongest fortresses in the country,and indeed deemed impreg-
nable, was taken by storm after a siege of twenty-seven. days,
and the garrison put to the sword. In Bider, Ali had -deposited

VOL. 11, 8l



C 426 3 - [A.D. 1658.

all the waealth. of the young sovereign, which consequently be-

came the spoil of the captor. Kilburga, with a more numerous
garrison, held out longer, but was at length taken in a similar
manner on the 11th of June, 1657. Callian, near the coast, was
next invested, and met with the same fate. At length, utterly dis-
comfited both in the open field, and the fortified redoubt, Adil, led
by his minister Ali, threw himself at the feet of the conqueror,
and was .pardoned on condition of paying down a great sum, the.
amaunt of the expence of the war, of putting his strongest forts.
into- the hands of Aurungzeb, and of remitting to court, as the
future tribute of Visiapeur, what in our money would be equal
to one million, eight hundred, and seventy-five thousand pounds.*

The strict bonds of friendship that subsisted between Aurung-
zeb and the Visier were still more closely cemented by these
splendid successes in the field, while their projects of ambition
were greatly promoted by the additional force which had at-
tended the latter into Deccan. The hour was now arrived when-
those projects were to be-carried into execution, for in September
of the same year Shah Jehan was seized with: that dangerous
illness, the result of intemperance: in his seraglio, which was the
signal for his four sons to rush to war, and desolate the empire
with their sanguinary contests, The better to conceal those
views of ambition which were only known, in their full extent, to
Jemla, and extinguish the jealousy of his brothers, Aurungzeb

® The reader will find the substance of the above in Manouchi’s History, p. 249,
in Bernier, Thevenot, and Tavernier, at the places before cited ; in Dow, vol. iii.
from p. 116 to p. 205, and all for the most part confirmed in the account of the

Nizam, Cuttub, and Adil Shah dynasties in Scett’s valuable but summary history:

of the Deccan. In Fryer’s Travels, and.in the Portugueze. Historians, De Faria

and Maffzus many allusions are also made to these facts; the above is the result

of all. From this period to the end of the chapter we shall principally be obliged to
the entertaining Bernier,
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on all occasions, whether in the palace or the ficld, affeeted
the rigid austerity of a Fakeer, or Mahommedan devotee. Being
only the third son, and Dara having been not only publicly pro-
claimed heir to the throne, but already invested with a great -
share of the imperial authority, he saw in deep dissimulation alene
the secure means of attaining his ends. Absorbed in the rigid
routine practice of the prescribed duties of the Koran, in fasting,
prayer, and ablutions, he avowed an utter contempt for the mag-
nificence of courts, and in the lofty pride of spiritual elevation,
looked down on the pageantry of thrones. The wars in which
he had engaged were by no means contrary to the spirit of a
religion that delights in -blood ; those wars were waged with
infidel Hindoos, or those who were equally detestable to a true
Islamite, against the Deccan kings, who were from Persia and of
the sect of Ali, and termed in contempt Schiites, heretics ; but
even amid the rage of war enthusiastic devotion prevailed, and
on Friday, the Mahommedan sabbath, the operations of the field
were constantly suspended. By nature of a severe, reserved,
saturnine disposition, he, was well adapted for the character
'which he assumed. His exterior was through life accommodated
to his professions ; for, even when a monarch, except on high
- festival days, he seldom appeared arrayed in cloth of gold, or
decorated with jewels, nor was his table loaded with Eastern de-
licacies and profusion. His affectation of religion, however, had
never the effect to veil his real views from his father, or his
elder brothers, but they deceived, as they were principally
intended to deceive, his younger brother Morad, whose open,
generous, umsuspecting nature rendered him an easy dupe to
his designs. '

~The artful and deep policy of Aurungzeb in thus appear-
ing the zealous champion of religion is farther evinced by the
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circumstance that Dara was known to be a great latitudinarian
in religious principles, or rather that he was, as Aurungzeb fre-
quently called him, an absolute KaFiR, an infidel ; while Sujah
was known, for interested purposes, to favour the heretic sect of
AL, of which sect were most of the great Persian lords about
the court, and to be very partial also to the Hindoo Rajahs and
their religion. This conduct in the two brothers, and in general
the laxity of the descendants of Timur in those religious maxims
which they braught into Hindostan, had given great offence to all
true Mussulmen, of which our pretended Fakeer knew well how
to take the proper advantage. This summary sketch of the lead-
ing feature in the character of Aurungzeb was thought necessary
to the full developement of that character ; the current of history
now leads us back to events at Delhi.

The disease of the emperor was at first thought mortal, and
he remained for several days in a state of utter insensibility. By
copious bleeding, however, after some time, he recovered his
senses, but was wholly unable to attend to public business, and.
it was thought would ever remain so. Dara of his own accord
instantly mounted that throne in the splendour of which he had
before so largely participated. The violence with which he acted,
.on seizing the imperial sceptre, betrayed, at once, his hatred
and his suspicions of his brothers, and hurried on that catastrophe
to which, otherwise, affairs were unhappily, but only gradually,
advancing. He forbade all persons on pain of death, from
holding any correspondence of a political kind with his brothers.
Their known agents in the capital, together with their papers,
were seized and imprisoned, and all the money in their hands
confiscated. In a public assembly of the nobles he expatiated
on the insatiable ambition of his brothers, from intercepted let-
ters unfolded their designs, and deprecated the horrors of a civil
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war. ' He declared his firm resolution not to abandon a throne
which heaven and his father had asSigned him. He called upon
his own friends for their active support ; from the friends of his
brothers, those who had received favours from them, or had
estates in the provinces commanded by them, he disdained to ask
aid, but he commanded the strictest neutrality. An army pro-
portionate to the emergency was immediately assembled, and he
seemed anxious to risque the fate of a great empire on a single
battle. i
Under the plea of improving his father’s health, but doubtless
with a political view, that he might be more in the centre of the
empire, and nearer the threatened field of war, Dara caused the
infirm monarch to be conveyed in a barge down the Jumna from
Delhi to Agra. The army and court accompanied him, moving
slowly along the bank of the river, under his immediate command.
Most part of the day was spent with his father ; but his night
was invariably passed on shore. As the recovery of the king’s
health was exceedingly slow, and his relapses were frequent,
various and even contradictory reports were circulated on that
subject, which were eagerly carried, by their partizans, to the
princes in the provinces. Some of these affirmed him to be
actually dead of his disorder ; others, that he was only confined
to' the palace by Dara ; others that he was poisoned by him.
Sultan Sujah, who had accumulated vast wealth in Bengal, dur-
ing his long government of that rich province, was the first who
appeared in the field, and he justified his conduct by the-violence
of Dara. He had attached to himself most of the great Omrahs
about the court ; his resources were vast, and his army was for~
midable. He jssued a manifesto, declaring that he was marching
to revenge the death of his father, and to dethrone the parricide.
It was in vain that letters were dispatched to Sujah, even by the
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Emperor himself, announcing his gradual reeovery, and com-
manding his return to his capital. He professed to treat them as a
daring forgery of the usurper; and advanced with his army to
Benares. He had gone too far to retreat; his object was_a
diadem, and that the richest of Asia. At Benares for the present
we must leave him, and return to observe the motions of the
politic Aurungzeb. :
From the immense preparations making on all sides, the war
was likely to prove of the most obstinate and sanguinary com-
plexion. It may here be remarked that the conflicts of the
‘younger princes of Asia are in general of this east. The eontest
between them is not only for victory, but for life. A throne, per-
petual imprisonment, or a grave, are the dreadful alternatives.
The unsettled succession to the crown, especially among the
Moguls, where primogeniture confers no absolute right to
the empire, is the cause of this sanguinary warfare. That
magnificent boon by the Tartar code depends solely on the will
of the reigning Emperor ; but even that will is not always im-
plicitly ebeyed, of which Dara in the present case is a glaring
proof. Each brother is, in consequence, to the other equally the
object of terror and envy, till success or the scymeter shall have
decided his fate. “On this principle, which has led to the exter-

mination of so many illustrious Asiatic dynasties, are the inextin-

guishable hatred and jealousy that raged between the sons, and
we may add the grandsons, of Shah Jehan to be accounted for.
Inflamed with no inconsiderable portion of those passions, Au-
rungzeb determined to oppose the claims to the empire on the
part of Sultans Dara and Sujah on the embattled plain ; of Sultan
Morad he hoped to unite the army, the valour,and the resources
with his own. In consequence he immediately dispatched to that
young prince, in Guzzurat, letters at once the most importunate
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and affectionate, informing him that as he himself from religious
motives declined being a candidate for imperial honours, and as
he wholly disapproved of the accession of either of their elder
brothers to the throne of India—of the first, from his incapacity
for government and his utter indifference about all religion; of
the second, from his being little superior in ability to Dara, and
from his being a heretic—he was resolved to throw all the weight
of his influence and authority into the scale of Morad, who from
his bravery, ability, and principles, was_alone worthy to sit on
the throne of their great ancestor, Timur. That with respect to
himself, the utmost he solicited of him was, when, by their mu-
tual exertions, the crown should be secured to Morad, that he
would grant him in some corner of the empite a secure and quiet
retreat, where he might pass in acts of piety the remainder of
his days. He conjured him to lose not a moment in urging those -
just claims, but, joining the forces of Guzzurat with those com-
manded by himself in Deccan, immediately to commence the
march for Agra. He accompanied his letters with a present of
100,000 rupees, apologizing for the smallness of the sum, but
advised him, without delay, to seize on the castle of Surat, where
he knew the_imperial treasure was deposited, to employ that
treasure in raising’ troops to reinforce his army, and to meet him,
with the whole force he might thus be able to raise, at Ujein,
m their way to the capital. ‘

_ Morad, blinded by ambition, and the splendour of a crown,
neither perceived nor suspected the artifices of the writer. On
the contrary he was transported with joy at the proposal, seized
Surat and the imperial treasure, levied a great army, and having
caused himself to be proclaimed Emperor of Hindostan, hastened

" to meet his brother at the appointed place. On the junction of

the two:armies, which took place on the banks of thé Nerbudda,
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the troops sent by Dara to oppose his march having taken pos-
session of Ujein, Aurungzeb’s solemn renunciation of all preten-
sions to the crown, and his determination tolive and die a Fakeer
were renewed ; at the same time he never addressed the deluded
prince without the title of majesty. During these transactions, Emir
Jemla, whose family were at Agra, in the power of Dara, did not
dare openly.to appear in the field against the court. He continued
extending his conquests in the south, but his heart, and the flower
of his army, were with Aurungzeb. One of the first acts of Dara’s
assumed power had been to discard him from the Visirat, as the
sworn friend of Aurungzeb ; and the destruction of his whole
family he had reason to think would be the immediate conse-
quence of his openly espousing the cause of his patron. The
confederated princes, however, had too often triumphed in the
bannered field to fear the result of a contest with the troops of
Dara, even without the counsels of that experienced warrior.
The imperial army, for thus we must denominate that of Dara,
was commanded by Kassim Khan, a general of distinguished
reputation, and Jesswunt Sing, who had married a daughter of the
famous Rajah Ranna, and succeeded him as well in the title of
Maha Rajah, as in the command of the Rajapouts of Marwar, of
which province Ujein is the capital. Previous to hostilities, these
~ commanders had obeyed the injunctions of Shah Jehan, anxious
to preserve the lives of his children, by announcing to them that
monarch’s recovery, and his positive orders contained in letters
from thie Engperor himself for their return to their Soubahs. The
messengers were detained, and the letters treated only as a for-
gery of Dara. The result was a battle, into the particulars of
which, as well as of many inferior ones in this contest I cannot
enter, fought on the banks of the Nerbudda, in which the princes
were completely victorious over their antagonists, although they
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fought with heroic bravery, in particular Jesswunt and his Raja-
pouts, of whom after the engagement, out of 8000 only five or
six hundred remained alive. Aurungzeb and Morad, after this
signal victory, entered Ujein in triumph, whence the latter, in the
pride of his exultation, insisted on immediately proceeding to
Agra. Aurungzeb, however, convinced him of the absolute ne-
cessity of staying there some days, hoth to refresh the army,
exhausted by a long march and a battle, and to obtam mte]hgence
from their friends-of affairs at Agra. :

In Bengal the imperial army had been more fortunate. On
the first intelligence of the taking up arms by Sujah, Soliman
Shekoh, the eldest son of Dara, was dispatched into that province.
with a large body of horse under the control of Rajah Jessing,
a venerable and cautious general, who had secret orders from
Shah Jehan to avoid coming to an engagement with his rebellious
son till the last necessity. These orders Jessing would gladly
have carried into execution, but Soliman being full of the fire of
youth, and that ardour for glory, which distinguished his family,
and Sujah being impatient to become master of the capital before:
his competitors from Deccan should arrive there, he found it im--
possible to prevent an engagement. The two armiés appeared in-
battle-arrdy on the two opposite banks of the Ganges, and Sujah_
was preparing a bridge of boats to cross the river with all pos-
sible expedition, and make that assault which he too vainly con-
fided would secure him the empire. Till that bridge should be
completed he imagined himself safe from attack, and considered
the Ganges as an insuperable barrier. The discipline of his army
was in consequence rather relaxed, and his camp less strictly
guarded than it ought. The active enterprisiug spirit of Soliman
could-not brook this delay. He changed his ground ; he had the
river explored ; and some miles higher up, owing to a remarkable

VOL. II. 8K
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drought which occurred that year, it was found fordable for ca-
valry. He passed it with-all his horse at the dead of night; and
the instant day-light appeared rushed furiously on;the enemy, '
buried in profound slumber, and totally unprepared .for resist-

there, he was compelled suddenly to raise the siege, and making
the best terms which the urgency of the times would admit of
with Sujah, among which was an express stipulation that he should
no longer oppose the claim of Dara to the throne, he returned by
forced marches to that capital. .

"~ When the intelligence of the defeat at the Nerbudda reached
Agra, the whole court was thrown into the greatest consterna-
tion. Dara was filled with rage at the perfidious or cowardly
conduct of the Moguls, who, if they had fought like the brave
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Rajapouts, must inevitably have secured the victory. Shah- Jehan,
now perfeotly recovered, with apparent liberty, but in reality a_
prisoner at the disposal of his son, viewed the distractions in his
family with the agonizing feelings of a dethroned king, and a
neglected father. To whomsoever victory inclined, he was con-
vinced that no benefit would result to himself; he was a prisoner
for life, and his sceptre was gone for ever. Still, however, as
Dara treated him with great external respect, and consulted him
in all public transactions ; as he had fanmed his ambition and-had
prematurely exalted him to that throne of which he was now so
tenacious ; he submitted with the best grace pessible to his altered
condition. Too justly suspecting, also, that a change of masters
might be .for the worse, he exerted in favour of Dara all his
remaining authority, summoned his oldest generals, unlocked
his buried treasures, and even intimated his resolution to take
the field with him against that prince’s rebellious brothers. From
-his resolution he was imprudently dissuaded by Dara, who, elated
with the success of the army in Bengal, panted for a day of vics
tory, in the glory of which none should participate. For this
reason it probably was that he refused to follow Shah Jehan’s
earnest recommendation to wait the junction of the army under
his son Soliman, though composed of the best troops in the army,
in the same vain confidence telling his more experienced sire
that in three days he would bring both Aurungzeb and Morad,
bound hand and foot, before him to suffer for their nefarious
conduct what his justice should determine. The old emperor,
whose ideas and whose practice of carrying on war were widely
different from his son’s, heard him with a dejected aspect, again
‘eautioned him not to be precipitate, and by no- means to hazard a
- attle till reinforced by the troops of Seliman. With the farewell
emhrace he gave him his blessing, and said, « Go, my son ; but
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beware of returning to my presence unadorned with the laurels
of victory ! Vehement by nature, and inflamed with all the
ardour of hope, Dara passed like lightning through the capital,
and was soon at the head of an army more formidable than any
that had issued out of its gates since Shah Jehan marched to
conquer the Deccan: it consisted of 100,000 horse, and 1000
pieces of ordnance. He advanced rapidly to the banks of the
river Chambul, distant about twenty miles from Agra, and there
occupying a position, strong. by nature, but made doubly strong
by art, he awaited with impatience the approach of the enemy.
In-the mean time the confederate princes, after some days re-
pose at Ujein, and having obtained all the information desired
from their spies about the court, commenced their march towards
Agra, and gained the banks of the Chambul on the 1st of June.
They encamped on.an eminence directly opposite to the principal
army, whence the extent and the strength of their lines could
with ease. be discerned, and they appeared to Aurungzeb, who
the following morning ‘more closely reconnoitred them, too for-
midable to be forced by an army of such inferior magnitude as
theirs, scarcely amounting to 40,000 men. The depth of the
river too at that place was an additional obstacle; and though
Morad was for trampling on every difficulty, the prudence of his
brother again restrained his impetuosity. A momentary gloom
overcast the aspect of both, but genius is fertile of expedients, and
perfidy accomplished what force could not. Prevailed on by large
bribes, a neighbouring Rajah undertoak to conduct his army by
secret paths over the mountains that stretch between that spot
and Agra. Leaving, therefore, their tents, baggage, and part of
their artillery, under a strong guard, to amuse the enemy, that
very night the army decamped, performed with rapidity a fatiguing:
journey of thirty miles, and the next day were discovered by
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the scouts of Dara in full march towards the capital.” Dara,
equally confounded and astonished, with precipitation broke
up his camp, and leaving, also, part of his cannon behind him,
by forced marches pushed: between the enemy and the capi-
tal. On the fourth he presented himself in front of the con-
federates, and on the fifth ordered his army to be formed in
battle array.

' His artillery was placed in the front, Jomed together with
chains, to prevent the passage of .the cavalry of the enemy.
Behind the artillery were ranged. light camels, mounted with a
small swivel, with 2 man behind to manage it.. In the rear were
" drawn up the musqueteers in three lines, and the two wings
- were formed of the cavalry, armed with bows and arrows, toge-
ther with sabres, in the use of which the Indian cavalry are
. expert. Dara, mounted on a lofty elephant of Ceylon, whence
he could command a view of the field, was in the centre, sur-"
rounded by his body-guard. Shaista, sonof Asoph Jah, had the
command of the right wing ; that of the left was: entrusted to
Rustam, a Persian Omrah, and the greatest general of his time.
Of the confederate army Morad was requested by Aurungzeb to
take the command of the centre; as the post of honour due to
the sovereign. The artillery was ranged in the front, opposite
to that of the enemy, and, among the engineers who served it,
were several Portugueze and other Europeans, lured into- his
service by high rewards. He took upon himself the command
of the right wing, and appointed his son . Mahommed to that’ of .
the left. According te a recent fashion introduced with effect -
by Emir Jemla, some concealed field -pieces were intermixed
among the troops of the Omrahs, a sort of masqued battery ; and
here and there were stationed persons armed with Bannes, a sort
of grenado fastened to a stick, which may be hurled among
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cavalry to a great distance, while the explosnon greatly terrifies
the horses, and often kills them.

“The firing of Dara’s artillery along the whole line announced
the battle commenced. It was answered by vollies of shot, and.
a shower of arrows from the confederates. At this moment a
sudden storm of rain poured down, and checked the fury of the
combatants. The tempest subsiding;, the artillery again began to
play, and now was seen Dara aloft on his elephant, resolutely
advancing in the centre of the cavalry, and in the very face of
the enemy’s cannon. Aurungzeb’s artillery being much better
served than that prince’s, did infinite execution among the great
bodies of horse that attended his banners, and they were soon
thrown into confusion. However Dara, undaunted, continued to
advance, animating his troops both by his voice and his actions.
Repulsed by repeated vollies they again and again rallied, and at
length rushing forward in one vast phalanx, they forced the
enemy’s artillery, broke the chains that linked them together,
.and coming up with the central cavalry, commanded by Morad,
a mutual and dreadful slaughter commenced. Morad, from his
elephant, dealt the arrows of death thick around Kim, and his
_ troops, though out-numbered three to one, for a long time fought

like lions by his side. " At length overpowered by multitudes,
they were broken, and compelled to retreat. The prince him-
self, though covered with wounds, disdained to retreat, and or~
dered his elephant to be urged forward among the thickest of
the foe, in hopes of animating his troops to renew the combat,
and rally around the standard of their chief. This bold measure
had the desired effect. His squadron seeing the enemy surround-
ing their prince, were ashamed of their terror, and collecting
around him, fought with renovated vigour. A daring Indian
chief, unable from the height of the elephant to reach Morad with
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his sword, cut the pillars that supported the voof of the Amari,
or castle, in which he sate, and that falling upon -him encumbered
him in such a manner as for a time to prevent his exertions. He
soon, however, disengaged himself, pierced with an' arrow the
bold assailant, and the dreadful work of death was renewed.
At this instant Mahommed, sent ta his assistance by Aurungzeb,
though himself severely pressed, coming up with fresh troops,
the battle was renewed ‘with redoubled fury, and the imperial
squadrons were in their turn repulsed. -

Dara himself in the ardour of heated valour had advanced into
the heart of the enemy, and was eager to terminate the contest
by a personal combat with Aurungzeb. On hearing -however of
the retreat of his troops before the united exertions of the two
princes, he returned, accompanied by a strong body of cavalry,

to the support of his repulsed. battalions, and re-conducted them
agamst the ennemy with such decided success as appeared even-
tually to promise certain victory. Aurungzeb, in the mean time,
attacked on one side by the Moguls, and .on the other by the
dauntless bands of Rajapouts, who were ever his implacable ene~
mies, from his hostility to their religion, could searcely keep. his
troops together by the example of actions.the most heroic, and
of words the most animating. Seeing them gradually decreasing
. number, he called aloud— Courage, my friends, advance ;
what hope can there be in flight ?”* To shew that he himself
was determined to perish an the spot rather than fly, called for
chains to be fastened to the feet of his elephant: his troops,
abashed at these words, once more rallied around his standard,
swore to live and die with him, and the contest and the carnage
were renewed.

In the field of Indian warfane it has before beerr observed that
every eye is fixed on the general, who, seated conspicuous an
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his elephant, from that lofty station beholds and directs the sreo- .
tions of his army. The retreat of that elephant, or the .disap-
pearance:of that general, is'thé signal of flight to his: troaps.
' 'While Dara was engaged in thus directing his troops, Sheista the
general of his right wing, who.having received a grievous.outrage
from Dara, secretly favoured the cause of -Aurungzeb, and:hat
remained inactive during the whobe fight, rode rapidiy.upito she
former prince ; congratulated lm upen this:suecess, assured him
that the contest was decided, that the:xday was his, and: advised
him to descend from the Amari; and mibunt atherse in purmit of
the routed foe. - Dara not suspeoting. tyeachery incautiously fol-
lowed this-advice. = His troopssmoilenger seeing. hine-on his elee.
phant, but that amimal! retreakinigw-siypposing he was shin, and
that in fact the object for which.they mere fightimng ino longer
existed, were struck . withya sutiden: panie, ane fled: tumultuessly -
from the scene:of ‘attian. . Amrangzeb' heming:routed dis i
sailants in- anether partiofi shbdichd, naw!coming epy arid  goimileg)
his forces to these sof Morad, fell withhfary on: thlecastonisieed 1
foe, and a complete victogy was :uneapectediy olramed: avers atoc.
enemy on the veny verge:of beig triunaplemst. By thab fataksoges:
was a great empmloeefte xDara md his. nnlhmymduwnd'dlvib(
tarnished. - BRIt uris L3y e feufm $Bns
Shaista Khan, caile& Khahl Khan in Bernier, by whose axtfab:i-
manceuvre the battle had: been gained, after its termimasion, rew. i
ceived the warmest: acknowledgments from the confederate
princes, to whose banners their own dispersed army immediately
returned,and, soon after, the;greatest part of the.enemy’s crowded.
with their commanders at their head.. No:pursuit was atterapted.
beyond the field of battle : near that field they encamped:: and
Dara, continuing his flight towards' Agra, sixteen miles diswant,
reached that capital in safety. He was overwhelmed with too

-
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mueh oofupion and. shame to visit his father ; and, fearful of
being tskean. prisoner, at the head of a small party, about mid-
night, commenced:his, march,for Delhi. The Emperor an hear-
ing of his defeat. and flight was penetrated with the. deepest -
sifliction, and finding that he had departed without his treasure,
sent after him ifty-seven wmmles ;laden with gald coin, with an
order for all the mohey in thé:tredsury of Delhi, together with
all :the. borses and . elephdnts in the royal stables. The money
. sent by the mules was sakzed, on its way, by banditti. With
the help. of the treasures; collacted: at Delhi.a tolerable army was
raised, with whichtit was the: Emperor’s recommendation that he
sheuld advante along ‘the werthesn banks of the Ganges, and
form . a junption with: ithe prince Sodiman his son ; for .to that
quince-he had dispatthed the earliest-intelligence of the calamity,
with osders dor him (for that purpose o enter the Douab, er inter-
aimmian countey, watesed hy the Ganges, smd the Jumna. .
Solinan, hewever, wax too near and. too formidable an -objeet
of jealonsy. 0. be neglectéd: hy Auvungzeb, and, in consequence,
soon. after the smgagenént he had  dispatched confidentisl rres-
sengers to' the two gewarals of that prince, Rajah Jessing, and
that most of the great Omnahs had deserted his cause and joined
the vigtoriotis:armey ; that, to say the truth, Shah Jehan: from age
and inflzmities was no longer fit to govern a great empire ; that
a successor should be. appointed, and that Morad was the most
prepey pereon ;, thet to prelong the contest wonld: be a fiuitless
waste.of blood ; and he cancluded by adding, that if.they. would
seize qn Solimen and join him with their army, they should not
only keep their commands, but be rewanded with the highest
honowrs of the empire. (Fhe two gemerals on comsultation-were
aot averse to joining. the oonfederate pwinces ;. but the measure
VOL. II. ~ sL- ‘
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~‘of .seizing Soliman seemed to them too bold and dehgerous.
‘They, however, went .together and represented to:him the des-
perate state of his affairs ; displayed the great power whigl their
recent victory had mecessarily given to his wicles ; that oppo-
_sition would, under the present Circumstances;prove. fruitless:;
ind they recommended him to ‘retire ito- Serinagur, che'Rajalrof
-which country was his friend, and dmor the:mountkihswf which
he would be safe, till.an dpportanity should oceur foridescerding
those mountains, dnd- edbmimencing ' hostilities: witle betterchopos
of success. - The iprince; absorbed by.anxiety forthefatecobhis
father, earnestly:solicited them to march:to Delhi, ambimske] at
least, one effort for his deliverance; but'this sheyupositisaky
refused. -Seeing himself surroumded with fees and: traitosgrhe
followed the advice of his generals, aand ordering. hiscbagigags:to
be packed up, withia few chosen treops cominenced rhistmemmifor
the mountains. Those faithless generals had: the baserichanfas
‘wards to serid a considerzble body: of troops: to phmdsrhe-bag-
gage of this unfortunate prince. The robbevs aiso-broughtdack an
elephant loaded with geld iupees, by which jso was.driverta the
greatest distress in his:long and: tollsome marely. . / At dengthrie
reached the mountaims; and found inthat fdamregibn mfe
asylum from the perfidy and ingratitnde of man. : -
Fully informed by his spies, who were among the. ﬁht lou!s
of the court, for every body now looked upon Aurangzeb.as the
sovereign of India, of all the transactions.at Agra, on the fourth
day after the. battle the confederate princes. commeticed ‘the
march for Agra.: . The capital was in: no condition to sustsiti- a
siege, and the gates were left open'; those of the citadel;which
'was a place of great strength, were ordered to be kept shut.
Aurungzeb, affecting respect for Shah Jehan, declined entering
the city, but with Morad encamped .in a garden . withotit the

— e e ———
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wally: e datter lay ill of his wounds, and the pelitical field
wad, thiersfore, not.ineppontumely left open for his more artful
and!enterprising brother.. His father was now as perfectly re-
stored ta.health as. his advanced years would admit of. Still con-
sidened, thenefore by all:but rebels as the only lawful emperor,
it might:be dangereus as,it was-indecent, to force open the gates
of the ‘citadel:: he determined, therefore, to make use of fraud,
where -he thovght fonce thight fail, -His hoary sire, however,
waghoiinapt schelar in/thati seiange of stratagem ‘which. his -son -
praotised. S0 extensively;and was prepared to repel art by art. -
- In.conformity: withthis-plan of des¢ption, when, soon: after his
arsival, Aupurigzeh dispatched o Shah Jehan a cetifidential mes-
senger' tar make-his respectiul; submissiony-he. was desired ‘to
touch. the ground, in -his. mame, :with hid forehead, and in the-
stnotigeat: tesinis possible to dssure- him: botk ‘of his affestion as a
aom; and his divey asiaisulijest. - Heywas: opdered farther: to ex-
prees:_his- extivreme: sorvow for-what had- past, whish was solely
imputable tothambition of Dara,-whease; violentand, imperioys
aliaractes had- foreetl hoth Moradsand hidaself into. those, exdte-
miitie;: finelly, thatihe sejoiced éxgeedingly. athis recovery, and:
respéctfully waited. withoutrthe gity the commands;of his father
and his sovereign: ko thisstardin of affegted attachment and loyalty
Shah Jehan with-equal sincerity, replied by his favourite daughter,’
JehanaraBegunz, whomnhe sent-on purpose to give weight:and
venacity to. his answer, that he.was fully eonvineed of his zeal-
and Jleyalty, as a son and arsubject; that he supposed;him to
have been misled by desigoing.villains, and as he doubted not
the contrition he had exprebsed was sinéere, he freely pardoned
him. He added, that be could not think thus favourably of Morad,
- who was an obstinate determined rebel, and had actually pro-
claimed himself emperor in Guzzurat; but that if. he would



C 244 ] [As D 16B&.

desert . Morad, he should mot only be received with open arms,
but whatever he could desire in the empire:beneath:the throne

should sway the imperial sceptre, Shah Jehan was as faliyre~
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enter the more sechaded: apartments he would be seized wpon
by .2 number of robust Tartar women usually employed in the
seraglio; whom he had armed with daggers, and who from- the
spirit of their country were fit for any desperate measure. Aftet
the two days-had elapsed; message after message arrived solicitw
gy the promised interview, and stating that his aged-sire-wished
onlyiito; embrace his rementant:sen; and restore him to favour and
distination,  That agedsire, however, had:at the same’ time:dis+
patched 3etsers- to :Dara of. a- very differemt: stamrp, which were
mtercepited and -brought: to._Aurengseb. - Those detters evinced
the . unrelenting (dispositiens of :hisrfather -towards -Aurungeb;
and ‘peinted .out the metessity of the most aetive’ dnd immvediate
exertions: At length:a «day dot: his: coming ta the" palace was
appointed, and. Aurungzebsent his eldest: son.Mahommed to anw
noungce his approach, but confessed,ias reports-hestile to. his safefy
-were in: circulation, thit -unless ia. smadl guard were allowed for
the: protaction:of biz.person: he-could netenter the palwea: - The
request seemeditoo reasemabletobe duried - whilew refusal migh
. exsite suspicion. - A guard, therefore, consisting of a fmitod nurins
ber: f men, and:commandest by his son ini pepson; was permicted
_peeviously toenterithe gates. The: prince; om entering, ‘exansined
- ath.the avenues with: cation, and finding i one. of the  coutts a
body of men:concealed, compluined tv the Bmperor of amirrten-
tiod' to'sedze thisi fattrer’s person, and. declared-that unless those
men were.semt away he would dispatch 2 messengér 1o prevent
that father. fromr-entering: the -eitadel. Sl Jehan; dependmg
probably. upom: his: armell Tarvtar women, consdntedto dismise
themr. The royal Fakeer had “ctually setout; andhis near ape
proach was announceds when on a.sudden;as if seized with-a fit
of idevation,. he ordered ithé cavalcade: to change theiv cowrsey
amd move. towards: the tomix oft: Akber, whese he professed: his-
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intention of offering up his prayers to heavem. This was thié
signal for action. The prince’s party was composed of picked
men, inured to danger, whom nothing dismayed. They rushed
furiously on the imperial troops that guarded the’ gites, and
overpowered them, though infinitely. superior in numbere "They
then opened them to a far greater number .of their armed: com-
rades, who were stationed for' the "purpose without ; and- these
bursting into the fortress soon made themselves masters of the
walls and ramparts, while Mahommed with his'chasen tand tock
possession .of the whole- interior of the palace. The Emperar
finding himself a prisoner, and fallen into the very snare which
he had spread for another, immediately began ‘to.vent. his rage
against Aurungzeb and his perfidions grandson in a torrent of
bitter invective: - The pririce replied: not, but, makmg the useal
obeisance, respectfully retired.’ Coie
Not long after; when the'rage of passion had: subsded Shah |
Jehan sent again for his grandson. The prince obeyed the sum-
mons, and found the venerable king sitting in a desponding atti-
tude, with his hand resting on the -Korar, and his eye ‘rvaised
upward to the imperial crown, suspended over his head. Foits
ing to the crown, and firmly grasping the Mahommedanicodd;
he exclainied, * Mahommed, by these sacred objects I sweéar, that
if, taking compassion on my age and suffermgs, you will release
me from this prison, I will make you Bmperor of Hindastan.”’
The prince, by nature sufficiently ambitious, 'yet either doubting
the emperor’s sincerity, or his power to accomplish ‘what he
~ proposed, or rather, perhaps, fearing the vengeance of an in-
censed father, remained silent. With many urgent expostulations,
be repeated the proposal ; and Mahormed appeared agitated by
contending passions ;' at length suddenly starting, as from a re-
verie, he rushed out of the apartment without uttering a word.
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He presently however in his father’s name dispatched a mes-
senger. to the Emperor desiring him to deliver up the keys of
all the gates of the fortress. Shah Jehan, at first, refused com- ,
pliance ; but, after two days delay, surrendered them : at the same
‘time, biddinng him acquaint. Aurungzeb that he might now, in full
seourity, visit his imprisoned father and sovereign. . Aurungzeb,
‘whose linsatiable ambition-had rendered him callous to the' ties of
nature, sentan apology, accompanied with hints relative to the
recenb duplicity which had marked his father’s conduct, but added
that.when he had-annihilated. the -.pewer of his rival Dara, he
‘would himsel come: and open to him the gates of his prison. He
appointdd Etbar Khan governor of the fortress ; ' who shut up the
‘emperor together with-Begum. Saheb.aad all his.women, causing
several gates through. which there was a possibility of .eycape to
be walled up. Day and night a vigilant guard was,placed over
Him; that:he might neither write, nor speak to. any hqdy, por,
‘without permission, quit hiy apartment.., ' .
While Aurungzeb thus audaciously: tmmpled i upon the faﬂ‘n
Emperor, he behaved to Morad with that servile adulasion which
every pefsen but the prinve himself . perceived: to:be affected,
“The better to delude -him, and cover his nefarions purposes,. he
" prétended b-:vehement desire to perform the pilgrimage to
-Mecca, and was with-difficulty persuaded to delay that merito-
rious joumity, till- Merad should be firmly seated. on. the. throme
‘by the tonquest of Dara: .On all occasions.he addressed him. as
the actual ;Emperor, and the great' Omrahs, too obedient to his
‘commands, addressed him in a similar manner:; although there
-were not. wanting .some. among them. who .cautioned Morad
against placing too firm a reliance on his. specios. pretensions.to
" superior sanctity, the usual mask of the blackest designs. Blinded
by ambition and vanity, Morad rejected every friendly hint. of
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thus wholly overpowered by wine. Morad, thy throne, thy
- claim to imperial distinction is for ever forfeited. Take thisin-
“famous besotted man away ; bind him hand and foot, and throw
him into that room, there to sleep out his wine.”” The prince
-searched in vain for his sword and poniard ; five or six persons
immediately rushed in, and in spite of all his outcries and oppo-
sition, fettered his hands and feet. An escort and an elephant were
reidy at hand. He was shut up in a covered amari, or castle,
‘and before morring was far advanced on his way to Agra;
‘thence to be vonveyed to Gualior, the fatal receptacle of the
“unfortunate princes of the house of Timur.*  This memorable
‘event took placeon the 6th of July, 1658.

" A considerable’'bod§ of meh uhder arms, previously stationed
near the tent of Aurungzeb, kept, ‘during these trahsactions, every
thing quiet in that quartéi: - ‘At a distance, diligent emissaries
represeited matter: m so ‘favourablé'a point-of view, as greatly
tended to pacify the rising resenitment of the soldters, not a littlé
aided by thé promise of the immediate payment of the arrears dué
to them. ' Awrong the officers in generat very large presents weré
distribasat, thie plunder of the treasury of Agra; and great pro<
motions were ‘ade’;'so that in a short-time all irritations were
allayed, and Morad with all his good qualities forgotten. - Au-
rungztb, now at the hiead of both his own and his brother’s army,
commentced his march with great rapidity for Delhi, but hearing
that Dara had proceeded to Lahore, and determined not to leave
anether rival in the field, hé continued his pursuit beneath the:
fervour of a vertical sun, with such eagerness that he often
adva‘nced almost alone several: leagdes before- the body of his

.ok

® The Persian Author translated by Dow d:ﬁ'{:rs m many smallcr bonms from
Bernicr, but in all the main circumstances they agree very exact]y I have endea-
voured to give the blended outline of both writers, €otrected by the dates of Fraser.
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army, drinking unwholesome .water, eating the coprsest food,
and sleeping on the bare ground, like the. meanest soldier, Darg,
dreading to be:overtaken by his inveterate enemy, quitted La-
hore, and- turned his course towards Multan which circumstance
‘gave Aurungzeb great pleasure,- since,. if he had marched. on
to Cabul, he would have there found a potent army, desxgned
tg guard the frontiers, and -commanded by Mohabet, an an-
cient enemy of his own, who, probably, would have v1gorously
espoused the cause of his brother. Relaxmg now in his i impe-
tuous, cafeer, and -thinking his presence might be necessary at
Agra, he dnpatched after him Khan Jehan, his favourite and ﬁrst-
made Omrah, with 8000 horse, and retumed lexsurely to. Deh
Here contemplating the proud success of his ambitious career, he
determined to reap the fruits of hjs grimes by <ircling his head
with the diadem ; but this act being so diregtly eontrary to all lns
professions as a religious devotee, required spme management. His
most intimate friends, however, who were: well acquainted with
the secret wishes of his heart, convened an assembly of nobles,
and from motives of pubhc necessity. praposed that he should, be
solicited to wear .that crown, to the burthen of which no one else
was equal, and the glory of which nene eould so-well maintain. As
all were alike interested in the event; the proposal was recelved.
with acclamation, and they went ina body to-the palace to intreat
him to be reconciled to 1mper1al. honours., F or a long time ‘the,
crafty hypocrite hesitated, and even appeared offended at the re-.
quest. But when they urged it upon him as a matter of duty, and
that the deity might be. served as faithfully amid the splendour of
_ a throne, asin the gloom of a, cell, he thh apparent reluctance

consented. In consequence, without any of the pompous cere-
monies usual on such occasnons, which he affected to desplse, and

probably did in._his heart hxs ob_gect being power, not grandeur,
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Aurungzeb, the humble Fakeer, on the second of August, 1658,*
in a full assembly of the nobility, at the town of Azabad, near
Delhi, publicly ascenfled the imperial thrbne, and as it is usual, on
these occasions, to take some pompous title, he assumed that
of AULUM-GEER, OF CONQUEROR &F THE WORLD, and .by-that title
he was the same day procfmmed\ Emperor of Hmdostan.

ot Fuser says he mounted. the throne on the 26tb of ]uly of t.hxs year bl;t if tbe
scizure of Morad only took placc on the 6th of July, sufficient time is not in that
case allowed for the mfervcnmg events. Iu this instance therefore I adopt the date

of 'the Persian historian, >

<

C\:'

~a



459 [A.D.1658.

CHAPTER IIL

The Account of Aurungweb’s Wars with his Brothers continued.—
Defeat and Death of Sultan Dara.— Defeat and Death of Sultan
Sujah.—Capture of Soliman Shekoh.— Death of Shak ‘fehan.—
Wars in the Deccan, and with Sevajee.—Desperate Iliness and

Recovery of Aurungzeb.—W ar with the Patans beyond the Indus. , .
—War with the Rajapouts, and taking of Cheitore.—Renewed ..

Hostilities with Sevajee and the Mahrattas.—Farther Conquests
in the Peninsula.—Death and Character of Aurungzeb.

W e the intelligence of Aurungzeb’s having mounted the
throne reached Agra, the governor filled every quarter of the city
with public demonstrations of joy. The roll of the drums, the
" thunder of the artillery which announced that event reached the
ear of the Emperor, who, apprehensive that it proclaimed some
victory terminated by the death or capture of Dara, anxiously en-
quired the cause. 'When informed of the real circumstance, the
old man’s eyes flashed with rage and resentment. He stood for
some time absorbed in profound astonishment. At length he
said to his daughter Jehanara, the new Emperor has prematurely
mounted his throne. He should have first added to his other
crimes the last, the greatest ; the murder of a father ! After all,
however, it must be acknowledged that the means by which Shah
Jehan obtained the empire were not more justifiable than those
which he so much blamed in Aurungzeb. He waged against his
father an unprovoked rebellion, and ascended the throne while its
footsteps were yet reeking with the blood of his nearest relatives.

Dara, supposing his indefatigable brother to be still personally
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in pursuit of him, directed his course towards Sindi, and taking
possession of the strong fortress of Bhakor (Bicker) augmented
its already numerous garrison with a considerable detachment of
hardy Patans from his army. Having, also, by the promise of
high rewards engaged in his service a numerous body of Portu-
gueze, Dutch, and French cannoneers to manage the artillery of
that place, he thought it sufficiently secure to deposit his treasures
there, which, as he had every where in his progress collected
the revenues due to the crown, were now become very consi-
derable. The prince then crossed the Indus on a bridge of boats,
and took possession of Sicar, another strong fortress on the op-
posite bank, whose garrison he also greatly increased. Khan'
Jehan, in the mean time, was greatly retarded in his pursuit by
the annual rains, but still unabatingly persevered, and crossed
the Indus after him. Dara stayed only a few days at Sicar, and-"
then descended along the western shore of the Indus to Tatta.
That city also, being warmly pursued, in a few days he evacuated,
recrossed the river with his harassed troops, and armed with re-
solution, undaunted amid all difficulties, immediately commenced
_the dreadful march across the inhospitable deserts of burn'ing
sand that stretch between that country and Ahmedabad, the ca~
pital of Guzzurat. At the gates of that city he arrived with an
army nearly famished witle hunger, and quite exhausted with
fatigue. Shanavaz, the governor, was the father-in-law of Au-
rungzeb as well as of Morad, and received him in that wretched
condition with at least apparent respect and hospitality. This
visit of Dara to the father of his bitterest enemy is unaccount-
able, except as the result of urgent necessity ; especially when
we are informed that the latter made him considerable presents,
and permitted him to recruit his army in Guzzurat. In the
event, however, he betrayed him, and probably, in secret, acted -



L4541 [A.V D. 1658.

all along in concert with Aurunggeb. ‘At Akmedabad we must
for the present leave-him, as a new rival has started.up in the
East, and Sultan’ Sujah has advanoed with a great army as far'
as Allahabad, on ‘his- march to dethrone thie- imperial usurper
at Agra. .

- This prince had in the rich and fertile province of- Bengal _
which he had so long governed, and with the applause of the-
inhabitants, soon recovered the loss which'he “sustained in his
contest with Soliman. If he had opposed, with vigour, thé
claims, the sanctioned ¢laims of an elder brother to the imperial
diadem, with what indignant disdain-did he bchold the "bolder-
pretensions of a yeunger branch of his house t6 the same ho-
nours? His hypocritical religious fervour excited his contempt,
while his multiplied crimes struck -him with horror! With
activity and vigour proportioned to the emergenty, he immedi=
ately raised an army formidable for its numbers, if not perfect in -
discipline, and set out once more with the plea at least of rescuing
an aged father from disgrace and captivity. He knew that his-
brother’s faithless treatment of Morad, not less than his cruel
conduct to Shah Jehan, had excited against him numerous though -
silent enemies, and ‘by appearing publicly in arms againstv the
base betrayer, he hoped to secure their decided support. He was
also urged on to this early rupture by the conviction that a storm
was brooding, which would sooner or later explode over Bengal:
it was better to meet its fury atonce, than to let it burst upon him
unprepared.

. Aurungzeb was fully awake to all the dangers of his situation.
In the south, Dara was rapidly increasing his army, and extend- -
_ing his influence.” Soliman was at Sirinagur, and, protected by
its Rajah, was enlisting under his banners the hardy inhabitants
of the northern mountains. The Rajapouts, with Jesswunt at their
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head, paid him only external reluctant obedience: in their hearte
they detested, and with their swords they burned to exterminate,
the whole house of Tinur. A decisive proof -of this their dis-
position was given in the ensuing engagement. Undismayed by
these surrounding perils the EMPEROR, as,we must now deno-
mminate him, immediately prepared to take the field. He sent
orders to his son, Mahommed, at Multan, to join him with all the
forces under his command, and to Emir Jemla, on whose military
abilities he placed the utmost reliance, to hasten towards Bengal
:with. the veteran troops from Deccan. After strongly reinforc-
ing. the garrison of Agra under Shaista, he began to move lei-
surely down the Jumna to meet the enemy. .
Sujah in the mean time, had advanced from Allahahad and
- was encamped in a strong position at a place called Kincwa,
about thirty miles from that station, and near a large tank, or
reservoir of water. There, mistrustful of trocps, far inferior in
discipline and warlike manceuvre to the imperial bands, and wish«
ing on that account to give them every possible advantage, he
intrenched himself, and waited the attack of the army, which he
learned from his scouts had commenced its march from Agra.
The approach of the emperor, however, was designedly slow, to:
give time for the expected reinforcements to join him. = When
that junction had taken place, he pressed on to action. with rapi-
dity ; his sen Mahommed commanding the van, which consisted,
of 5000 horse. The army of Aurungzeb encamped about a mile.
-and an half from that of his brother, and between them lay an.
extensive plain very proper for a battle. Sujah, however, having -
a fine train of artillery which defended the front of his camp, and -
on which he placed great dependence, came not out.of his lines. .
By day-~break on the following morning, the imperial army ad-
“vanced to the attack, but so strongly was Sujah intrenched it was

v
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found impossible to force the lines, while the artillery, well served,
did severe executioni on the assailing foe. The attack was re-
peated several times with no better success; and Aurungzeb, -
repulsed, discomfited, was plunged in the deepest perplexity.

At this important crisis intelligence was brou cht him that
Rajah Jesswunt, who with a large body of Rajapouts had attended
him to the field, and even to the attack, had suddenly retreated,
and fallen on the baggage in the rear, which he had seized, and
was carrying off. A general alarm and tumult pervaded the
field ; all were anxious to-save or recover their property; and
whole squadrons gradually disappeared. The army of Sujah now
rushed by thousands from their encampment, and, headed by
their prince, attacked the enemy with such vigour as compelled
them to recede on every side. The carnage was horrible, and the
rout of the imperialists seemed inevitable. Aurungzeb, on this
occasion, evinced that intrepid firmness in danger which entitles
its possessor to empire. He urged on his elephant, bearing the
imperial standard, amid the thickest battalions of the enemy, and,
excited by his example, the retreating Moguls rallied around
their prince. Sujah, exalted on an enormous elephant, espied
him at a distance, and was on fire to meet his brother in combat ;
but the immense throng of elephants and cavalry between them
prevented the concussion. In the mean time the driver of the
elephant of Aurungzeb is shot through the heart, and he endea-
vours to guide the animal himself as well as he is able till another
can be found to take the station of the deceased. A storm of arrows
rains upon him from every quarter ; but being in complete armour
he heeds them not, and his nervous arm retorts destruction upon
the assailants. The animal at length became unmanageable, and
began in spite of every exertion of Aurungzeb to retreat. He was
just on the point of descending, and one foot was already out of

'
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the amari, when his faithful Jemla, who near at hand, and bravely
doing all that could be effected by mortal valour, exclaimed aloud,
‘ Hold, Sir ; what are you doing ? you descend from a throne, the
instant you alight from that elephant.”” The Emperor, who only
meant to descend for the purpose of mounting another elephant,
recollectmg himself, immediately ordered the chains which are
always ready to bind the elephant, when untractable, to be locked.
round his feet. He now remained immoveable amidst a host of
foes ; with an undaunted aspect he stood upright in the amari;
' every eye was upon hirh and every arm of the enemy was raised
against him ; a thousand shot rattled around him, but his armour
tendered him impervious to their points. '

In ‘this extremity, if we are to credit Bernier, himself and his
army were snatched from total destruction by the very same
" stratagem avhich had lost Data the field in the moment of vic-
tory. It seems searcely credible that the same errot should be
committed by two great gemerals, with the crown of India at
stake, and ohe might suspect that the accounts were confounded.
It will be recollected, however, that he was in India soon after,
and being in the household of Aurungzeb, enjoyed the best means
of ascertaining the truth. But thus it stands recorded in his ge-
nerally authentic page.

One of Sujah’s chief captains, Allaverdi Khan, bribed it is
. thought by Aurungzeb,observing the general disorder of the field,
rode in haste up to that prince, and told him that his remaining
longer on his elephant was useless, and only exposmg his person
to unnecessary danger. ¢ Come down,” said he, * in the ramé
of God : the Moguls are flying on all sides ; God has made you
sovereign of Hindostan; let us pursue these fugitives; let not
even Aurungzeb escape us.”” Sujah i that distracted mofmemt
not more considerate than Para, commits the sante fatal error : -
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he descends and mounts his horse for pursuit. The troops look
around for their leader in vain, are struck with terror, and be-
lieving him either to be taken prisoner, or slain, disband in great
multitudes. So great and general was the defeat, that it was with
the utmost difficulty he escaped with life from the field, whence,
with all the troops he could collect, he pressed on to the strong
fortress of Allahabad.

Aurungzeb was in no condition to pursue the enemy. That
night he lay on the field of battle under arms; and the next
morning commenced his return to Agra. He was extremely
anxious to get back to that capital, where a report of his entire
discomfiture had been circulated by Rajah Jesswunt, on his return
. to his own country with the plunder of the imperial camp, which
had thrown every thing there into confusion. His presence soon
restored order to the distracted city, and as he wag informed
that Sujah was fortifying himself at Allahabad, as soon as a suffi-
cient force could be prepared, he dispatched Emir Jemla, together
with his son Mahommed, to carry on the war in that quarter ; the
better to stimulate the exertions of Jemla, appointing him gover-
nor for life of that populous and flourishing Soubah. Aurungzeb
now wrote a respectful letter to his father, mentioning in general
terms his victory, but declined visiting him on account of the
pressure of public business. Shah Jehan refused to read the
letter, and gave it back to the messenger with the silent dxsdam
of an injured father, and an insulted monarch.

The force and influence which Dara had acquired in Guzzurat,
with whom the Maha Rajah Jesswunt, enriched by imperial spoils,
and many other neighbouring Rajapout princes had made a com~
mon cause, had by this time become so formidable to Aurungzeb
as to require the utmost exertions of his genius and great military
talents to make an effectual resistance. Against Jesswunt, in



A. D. 1658.] [ 459 ]

particular, for his repeated perfidies, he meditated a deep and
exemplary vengeance. At present, however, he had so many
enemies to contend with, that it seemed more adviseable, if practi-
cable, to subdue him by that stratagem in which he was so deep a
proficient, than to attempt his reduction in the field. He knew his
rooted antipathy to the race of Timur, and that in reality, he was
no more attached, by principle, to Dara than to himself ; but la-
boured to foment the discords in the royal farhily, and studied only
to add fuel to that flame which, he hoped, would eventually extin-
guish their dynasty in India. - He immediately dispatched letters to
that chief of the Rajahs, in which as well by the promise of entire
forgiveness of what had passed, as the most splendid offers of
future reward, he endeavoured to detach him from the cause of his
brother. The offence of Jesswunt was of so deep a die, and the
chance of Dara’s success so uncertain, that he was not long in he-
sitating to pursue that line which prudence and interest dictated.
What, however, made the deepest impression on his mind, was the
promise of the Soubahship of Guzzurat, if he would immediately
relinquish the rebel banners, and act only a neutral part in this
great contest. In consequence, when Dara, in full march for
Agra, arrived on the frontiers of Jesswunt’s country, expecting |
to be joined by that Rajah according to his promise with a pow-
erful army, he received only unmeaning compliments, and cold
apologies. Unable to conjecture the meaning of this altered
conduct in the Rajah, he sent his son to his court, who was
treated with distinction and hospitality, but could obtain no satis-
factory explanation. Filled equally with grief and indignation,
yet above despondence in any calamity, the prince resolutely
persevered in his march towards Agra, and in a few days
reached Ajmere, about eight days journey from that capital.
Near Ajmere he encamped; and, in a situation remarkably
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' favgurable for the purpose, threw up intrenchments of a very
formidable kind, the work of European engineers { At this place
he expected to be joined by many Omrahs, his former friends,
and others who might yet feel some compassion for the mise-
rable fate of his imprisoned father. The fond hopes of Dara, in
this, as in other cases, were wholly disappointed ; and as the army
of Aurungzeb was only at a short distance, he prepared with
vigour, but with very'inadequate forces, for that battle which was
for ever to decide his fate. The circumstances of this engage-
ment are variously related. I adhere to Bernier’s account, as the
most authentic, and free from oriental parade. He informs us
that the perfidious Shanavas being still with Dara, and high in
his confidence, secretly betrayed all his designs to Aurungzeb,
who was thus enabled effectually to circumvent them ; in parti-
cular, he contrived, when the battle commenced, that the artillery,
on which he most depended, should be ineffectual. Judiciously
placed on an eminence that commanded the field, his cannon were
excellently served, and the roar was tremendous, but they did
little execution, for the greater part of the pieces were uncharged
with ball. An easy entrance was, in consequence, soon obtained
by the imperial squadrons into the very heart of his intrench-
ments, where, astonished and overwhelmed, the troops of Dara
were almost unresistingly cut to pieces. The prince himself
mounted his elephant, and at the head of a few select bands en-
deavoured to rally the flying, and inspirit the dismayed. He was
himself in the greatest danger of being taken prisoner, when
Rajah Jessing, who still retained some respect for the individuals
of the royal family, privately sent him intelligence that he was
betrayed, and desired him to fly for his life. Before, however,
he quitted the fatal field, he sought out the false Shahnavas, and -
sacrificed that lord to his just revenge ; at least in this battle he
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perished, and Bemier was told by many in Indix that it was by
the hand of Dara himsel{.*

The plunder of the immense spoil found in his camp so fully
occupied the victorious army, that Dara without interruption, at
the head of about 2000 men, retraced his steps over the dreary
deserts that stretch from Ajmere to Ahmedabad. But though
unmolested by the imperial troops, he had to contend, without
tents or baggage, which they were compelled to leave behind,
with the sultry blast, and the dusty whirlwind, at the hottest
season of the year, and with a still more ferocious enemy, the
savage race of Coolies, who inhabit those deserts, and are more
keen forblood and plunder than the banditti of Arabia. These
robbers night and day hang on the rear of his harassed army
and rifle and massacre his straggling soldiers without mercy.
At length he reaches Ahmedabad, at which place, a new governor
having been appointed by Aurungzeb, the gates are shut against
him. About this period of his misfortunes he was met by our
author Bernier, then travelling to Ahmedabad, whom he saved
from assassination by the barbarous Coolies, and who ‘draws an
affecting picture of his situation. At length, with about four er
five hundred cavaliers he arrives in the territories.of Rajah Cutch,
deriving his name from the district which he governed, who at
first receives him with compassionate kindness, but being after-
wards gained over by the emissaries of Aurungzeb, treats him
with such marked ‘coldness as induces him to think his person
in danger, and he quits his suspected host to enoounter new and
* still greater perils.

The faithful governor whom he had appointed at Bhakor still
held out for him against the Mogul general, who could make no
impressxon either by arms, by brtbes, or menaces. With a larger

#' Bernier’s Mogul Empire, tom. i. p- 141, ubi supra.
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army he might have raised the siege, but with his handful of men,
the attempt would only be rushing on certain ruin: captivity or
death must be his instant doom. He, therefore, turned his eye
towards Persia, where the illustrious Shah Abbas would doubtless
receive the unfortunate heir of a great empire ; and happy would
it have been for Dara, if, notwithstanding the horrors of the Car-
manian deserts which he would have had to brave, he had tried
the generosity of Abbas. His favourite high-spirited Sultana, who
had heroically attended him in all his difficulties, and shortly after
died the victim of them, dissuaded him from that measure as un-
worthy of Dara. In this deep perplexity he happened to recollect
that in those parts there lived a certain Patan chief named Jihon
Khan, whose life he had twice saved, when doomed by Shah
Jehan to be trodden under the feet of an elephant for various
rebellions. To this man, notwithstanding the intreaties of his
family, to whom his infamous character was well known, he de-
termined to fly, in the confident hope that, induced by gratitude,
if not by compassion, he would furnish him with troops sufficient
to raise the siege of Bhakor, where his treasures were deposited,
by means of which new armies might soon be levied among the
hardy race of Cabul and Candahar, and the sceptre of India be
yet torn from the grasp of an usurper.

The scorching sands and whirlwinds of the desert, and the sa-
vage ferocity of a professed robber appeared to Dara more safely to
be trusted than an obdurate monster, thirsting for fraternal blood!
To the residence of Jihon he obstinately resorted, and that chief
received him with every appearance of heart-felt gratitude and
respect. In the hospitable domain of Jihon, who even gave up his
palace for the accommodation of himself and his attendants, the
prince for some time reposed from toil,and a gleam of hope seem-
ed to break in upon the settled gloom of his mind. Aurungzeb,
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however, was well informed, by his scouts, of the route which
he had pursued, and had taken his measures accordingly. In a
few days intelligence arrived that Khan Jehan was advancing
rapidly with an army from Multan, and soon after his van was
actually in the neighbourhood. His toilsome march must now
be renewed, and, taking leave of his host, under whose roof the
Sultana had died, he resolved finally to make his escape into
Persia. He had scarcely proceeded one coss on his disconsolate
journey before he perceived Jihon coming after him at the head
of a thousand horse at full speed. The prince, surprised but not
mistrustful, rode back to meet him, and was about to address him,
when he was suddenly surrounded and disarmed. His attendants,
by death and desertion, were by this time reduced to too small a
number to make any successful resistance, and the prince was
seized and bound without a sabre being lifted in his defence. The
prince, resigned to his fate, maintained an indignant silence. The
perfidious chief was also silent from conscious guilt. Having en-
riched himself with the plunder of all that remained valuable to
his benefactor, he hurried him away to Khan Jehan, who imme-
diately sent both the prince and his betrayer, under a strong
escort to Delhi, where Aurungzeb at this time kept his court.

~ Though that subtile parricide had already, in his own mind,
determined on his fate, he thought proper on this occasion to
assemble his nobles ; and consult them concerning the destiny
of his distinguished captive, Some were for his immediate trans-
portation to Gwalior, others were for death, as a matter of state
necessity ; but all agreed in the expediency of-a public exposure
of his person in bonds, as a prince fallen from the imperial height,
like that Darius, from whom his name was derived, never to
rise again. Accordingly, on a day appointed for the purpose, on
a lean elephant meanly apparelled, with his son seated by his
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side, he was led in melancholy procession through that great and
populous city, amidst an immense concourse of its inhabitants,
who with tears bewailed his fate, while the conscious skies bore
witness to their secret, but cerdial execrations poured forth against
his tyrannical brother.

After this cruel exhibition, the unfortunate prince, together -
with his son, was committed a close prisoner to a strong fort
in the neighbourhood of Delhi. The traitor Jihon was rewarded
with a title and considerable presents, but on his return home
fell a sacrifice to the just indignation of the people. That in-
dignation, indeed, soon became so violent and general, that
Aurungzeb, alarmed lest a rescue should be attempted, issued
orders for completing the dreadful tragedy by the immediate
execution of Dara. The charge of the bloody deed was assigned
to an Afghan chief, named Nazir, who was known to bear a
rooted hatred to Dara. This ruffian, with three others, entering
by. night the prince’s apartment, quickly dispatched him, and
bore the head reeking with blood to Aurungzeb, who anxiously
waited its arrival. It was so disfigured with clotted blood that
he ordered it to be thrown into a charger of water and cleansed.
When, freed from the filth, he gazed for some time on the fea-
nires, and exclaiming ¢ ah, unfortunate man !” burst into tears.
He then ordered it to be taken away from his sight, and buried
with the body in the tomb of Homaion. The youthful companion
of his sorrows was on the following morning conveyed under a
strong guard to Gwalior.

As Dara had in some degree shared imperial honours, this
Iengthened detail of his sufferings was thought proper ; in the
history of Sujah, and of Soliman Shekoh the son of Dara, the only
* remaining obstacles to Aurungzeb’s undisturbed possession of
the throne, it is necessary to be more concise.




A.D. 1659.] [ 465 ]

We left the former of those princes with the remains of his
routed army, encamped at Allahabad, and Emir Jemla, now go-
vernar of Bengal, with Mahommed, at the head of the imperial
~ troops, in full pursuit of him. Apprized of their near approacts,
and fearful that his retreat to his capital Rajamal, might be cat
off by the enemy’s passage of the river, either above or below
Allahabad, the prince broke up his camp, and retired to Mongeer,
an ‘hmportant station, which commands the pass into Bengal.
From this station, however, the superior military skill of Jemla
contrived to expel without bloodshed the fugitive prince. By a
seeret road over the mountains adjoming to Mongeer, Jemla
entered the province below that post, and was heard of by Swjali
in his rear, when he expected to be attacked by him irs the front.
Sujah decamped with precipitation, and arrived some days be-
fore him in the environs of Rajamal, where he agaim intrenched
himself, being still unwilling, with the enepvate soldiers of Bengal,
to contend in the open field against. the: more experienced and
hardy veterans of the north. Sujah, during’ his leng residence
in Bengal, by higlh rewards: had gained over-a considerable body
of Portugueze, and- other engineers;. who defended with suek
vigour the intrenchments. which, of old materials, they had' so:
skillfully thrown up,.that for six. days together Jemla attacked!
them without success. On the seventh, the' fortifications Being:
reduced to ruins, and. the post being no longer tenable, ke dé«
camped under cover of the night, and, crossing the:Ganges with!
all his.army, took the route of Tanda: The:anmual rdins, setting:
in_ about. this time, put an end:for the present to- all' farther
qperatians.

"The proud spirit of the prince Mahommed;. who by the seizure:
of Shah Jehan, vaunted to have obtained theempire for hisfather,
ill, brooked either. the control assumed by Jemla.over his:actions,

VoL. II. 30
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or the stérn occasional reproofs of that father himself. He was
passionately attached to a daughter of Sujah, to whom, before the
rupture of the imperial brothers, he had been betrothed. At this
great distance from the capital, and at a moment when Jemla was
absent from the camp on affairs of importance, the prince took
the opportunity to put in practice the scheme he had long medi-
tated, and with a considerable body of friends went over to Sujah,
not without very confident hopes that the whole army, when they
heard of his recess, would join his standard. In that respect
however he was disappointed, and the confusion and dismay to
which his flight gave birth, were soon allayed by the speedy re-
turn of Jemla, who though filled with extreme astonishment and
regret, acted with that decision and vigour which in so desperate
an extremity were required. In the mean time, Sujah with rap-
ture received the royal deserter, consented to his immediate nup-
tials with his beautiful daughter, which were celebrated with the
utmost magnificence, and constituted him general in chief of his
now recruited army. - ~
When the season for military operations arrived, Jemla, de-
termined if possible to bring the enemy to action, and finish the
protracted campaign, crossed the Ganges on a bridge of boats,
previously prepared, and marched with all his force against
Tanda. Mahommed, in the ardour of a mind accustomed to vic-
_tory, urged his father-in-law to renounce the system of entrench-
ment, and prepare to risque every thing in a general engagement,
Sujah consented, and the prince still fondly expecting to be joined
on the day of battle by the greater part of his father’s troops,
erected his standard in the front of the army, and marched in
the centre of the first line. In this hope, however, he was
dreadfully disappointed. A large column of horse bearing down
upon him, by Jemla’s express order, convinced him, by the
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warmth and vigour of their assault, how little, except his own
valour, he had to depend upon. It availed him greatly in this
arduous contest, but he could not infuse any portion of it into the
spiritless troops whom he now led to battle. They were of a
very different cast from those at the head of which he had been
used to fight. The squadrons too sent against him were picked
men, and the attack was such as might strike terror into soldiers
more valiant and robust than those produced in the enervating
climate of Bengal. They were dispersed, and fled at the first
onset; and his repeated efforts to rally them were wholly inef-
fectual. Nor did the daring fortitude of Sujah at all more avail
to keep together the battalions which he personally commanded.
They were routed and flying in every direction ; and it was with
the utmost difficulty those twe princes escaped being surrounded,
and taken prisoners. They urged their flight together to Dacca ;
the last town. of eminence in Bengal, towards that ocean which
seemed now to offer the only asylum to the ruined fortunes
of Sujah. The conqueror entered Tanda in triumph, and re-
mained there some time to settle the distracted affairs of the
province. ! : ' :
Aurungzeb, in the mean time, though greatly enraged at the-
defection of his son; concealed his resentment, and made use of
all that fraudful stratagem of which he was so complete a master,
to induce his return to duty and allegiance. In this respect, by
.means which it would be tedious to specify, he eventually suc-
ceeded, and Mahommed, arriving at Agra' full of contrition for
his offence, was by his unrelenting father immediately sent pri-
soner for life to Gualior. His unfortunate father-in-law, perpe-
tually harassed by Jemla, was -compelled at length to fly, with
a few followers stil] faithful to him,.over barren ‘mountains and
tracklegs deserts,’ .into Arracan, where he was at first well re-
ceived by the prince of the country, but either intimidated by the
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menaces of Aurungzeb, or tempted by the great wealth which
bis guest had brought with him, after some time he withdrew .
from him his proteetion, and either effected or connived at the
destruction of himself and all his family. The detail of his varied
sufferings as given in eastern writers, is long and affecting, and
the circumstances of his death are variously related ; but we have
already dwelt too long on tales of woe, and must return to con-
template the fate of the last of this ill-starred family,Soliman, the
son of Dara, whom we left shut up in the mountains of Sirinagur,
meditating the delivery of his country, and vengeance for a mur-
dered father. ' :

Having nothing more to fear from Sujah and his rebellious
son, yet not thinking his throne secure while that prince sur-
vived, Aurungzeb, first by menaces and then by bribes, endea-
" voured to prevail upon the Rajah of Sirinagur to deliver up'that
sole remaining obstacle to his complete felicity. His -avarice be-
ing thus assailed on the ome hand, and his fears wrought upon
on the other, the Rajah, to avoid the approbrium of direct trea-
chery, cannived at an invasion of his @duntry by the imperial
, troops, who carried to that mercenary chief the price set upon the -
head of the prince. Soliman, secretly mformed of the perfidy of
bis host, fled precipitately from his capital ; and traversed the
vast deserts.of that country of rock and storm, tll he reached
the borders of Great Thibet. His flight howeverwas unavaif-
ing before a foe instructed to pursue him; if necessary, to the
bounds of Asia itself: he was seized and conveyed to Defhi,
beund in fetters of gold. It was necessary that his person should*
be identified, as.the real sen of:Dara, lest, at'some future period:
the empire should-be convulsed by the appearance. of an impos-
tor. When for this-purpose, on an appointed:day, he was puba-
licly brought-into the:Hall of Audience, to hear his: destiny pro-
nounced, the whole court was, struck with astorishment ' at- the’
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majesty ahd giracefulness of his person. Thé gréat Onirahs 14=
metted his unhappy fate, and the ladies of the haram, who weré
permitted fo view him from behind the screens, could not refrain
from shedding tears. Even the iron heart of Aurungzeb seemed
for a moment to relent ; yet the cruel order for his perpetual
imprisontent was issued, and he was that very night, under a
sttong guard, sent off to pass the remainder of his life with the
other pritices, at Gualior.

On the throne thus iniquitously obtained by the murder or in-
carceration of the whole royal family, Aurungzeb sate during a
period of nedrly 5o years, of which were I to enter minutély into
the transactions, this wholé volume, dlready svs)ellmg to & great
thagnitude, would scarcely cohtain the details. AllT can pretend
to in this and the following lives of the Mogul Emperors, is to give

the leading facts iri éach réign, andfo refer the reader desirous of
more extensive infotration, to tHe authorities cited in the preced-
ing pages, or those of an equally authentic kind noticed below.*

The fame of the valour and the wisdom of Aurungzeb was by
tis fime spread widely through Asia,and ambassadors from
Tartary, ffgm Persia, from Arabia, and even from Etfi’lo'pia arr

rivéd successively at Delhi, bearing the rarest and richest pro-
ductions of their respective countries to be laid at the feet of the
new emperor. They were recéived with' unusual pomp, and
thagnificent presents’ were in return’ sent to their respective
sovereigns. Jemla was for his great and important services ele-
vated to the rank of Visier of the empite, and his son’was ap-
- pointed Bukshi, or’ coniinander ini chief. In Deccan during the
® Orme’s Historical Fragments of the Mugul Empire; Eradut Khan's Hlstory‘
of Aurungzeb’s Successors ; ; the Memoirs of Kho;eh Abdulkurreem ; Scott’s

Dekkan ; the History of Gholam' Hussain, and other native accounts translated of
reéent years by ‘our ingeniond countryfaén in India. '
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civil convulsions under Mahommed Mauzim, the second son
of Aurungzeb, every thing had remained quiet, and Jesswunt
Sing still remained viceroy of Guzzurat, the reward of his per-
fidy to Sultan Dara. Amidst this profound tranquillity Aurungzeb
was seized with a dangerous illness, which he bore with heroic
fortitude, and to prevent any contention about the succession,
should it prove fatal, he had the precaution to have Mauzim pro-
claimed heir of the empire by the sounding title of Shah Aulum,
or king of the world. Notwithstanding this, as a rumour of his
death for some time prevailed, several armies were put in motion
in different. parts of the empire ; some to release Shah Jehan,
and others in the cause of different individuals of the royal
family. Aurungzeb, however, after a desperate struggle at length
recovered ; and the profound policy by which his life was regu-
lated induced him for the present to refrain from noticing those -
rebellious movements, though the authors of them at a proper
time were not forgotten.

Among those, on more close investigation, was unfortunately
numbered the prince himself, who had manifested strong symp-
toms of a desire to be invested with the imperial regalia at an
earlier period than his father and nature designed. In the breast.
of so jealous'a parent as Aurungzeb, in consequence, the
affection for Mauzim rapidly declined, and his youngest son,.
Akber, succeeded to that partial fondness which Mauzim had
lost. In short, he resolved in his mind that Akber should be his

~ successor ; and as Dara had left a daughter who resided with Shah.
Jehan at Agra, he sent to. solicit her in marriage for his son, with.
a request that his father would send him some of the crown
jewels and the regalia which the old emperor still resolutely de-
tained.” A refusal from both was returned. The princess de-
clared she would die a thousand deaths rather than marry the
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son of the murderer of her father; and Shah Jehan declared that if
he troubled him again respecting the jewels, the hammers were
ready that.should pound them to dust. At a later period, how-
ever, and perhaps on a more submissive application, he sent him
a present of jewels and part of the imperial regalia to the value
of about 250,000/. sterling. The severe illness of Aurungzeb
was attended with great debility, increased by his meagre diet, as
a Fakeer, from which he never varied, and his physicians recom-
mending the soft and salubrious air of Cashmire for his complete
restoration, about the close of the year 1664, he commenced
his march, (for the journey of an Indian emperor is always at the
head of an army, ) for that terrestrial paradise, accompanied by
his favourite sister Roxanara Begum. She had ever as faithfully
attached . herself to him and his fortunes as her sister Jehanara
had to Dara and his, and Aurungzeb sensible of what he owed
to her penetration and talents for intrigue, when resident-at the
court of her father,ever treated her in the most affectionate and
grateful manner.

The empire remaining in profound peace, Aurungzeb conti-
nued to enjoy his delightful retreat at Cashmire during the
greater part of the year 1665 ; but the public business was by no
means obstructed by his absence from the capital. Vigour
and dispatch marked all his measures. The great Omrahs
attended the Presence daily, as at Delhi; and petitions were
heard, and causes decided, as usual, by the emperor, sitting on
his throne. The officers of every department of the state were
constantly employed, and messengers mounted on the fleetest
horses were in readiness, at every post, to bear the imperial
mandates, to the remotest corners of the empire, Stern in
his manners, inflexible in his justice, and with every passion
but ambition completely subdued in his own breast, Aurungzeb
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made few allowances for the p3asions and frailties of athers. The
distant gayernoys trembled at his frown ; and the least deviation
from his arders was. punished with degradation, ar with chains.

About this. time perished, a Gualior, Mahommed, the son of
Dara, wha, together with Morad, was thought to have been djs~
patched by, means of the pawst, which Bernier. describes as a sort
of slow peison, made of ap infusiqm of poppies in water, of which
the princes confined in that state-prison ane compelled. to drink
each morning, fasting, a copious draught. By this stypifying
potion. they soon hecame emaciated, gradually lose their strength
and their. intellects, and at last, die insensibly. Not long after, that
is, in February 1666, Shah Jehan, after an imprisonmens of seven
years, expired at the Castle of Agra. The severe confinement
which, he had undergone, together with the concomitant galling
reflections on. his, altexed: state, had long. plunged him into a pre-
found melancholy, which all the fond attentions of his beloved
danghter Jehanara availed not to dissipate. This atrabilious dis-
ease, combined with the massacre of so many of his. family, by
the monster whp had usyrped his throne, at length. togalby.over-
whelmed the faculties, and probably ruptured the. heart of. the
once high-minded and magnificent Shah Jehan.

On receiving intelligence of this long-wished forevent, Aurung-
zeb, only recently returned; from Cashmire to Deli, immedi-
ately proceeded to Agra, but refrained from.entering the castle tilk
he had written, a letter. to his. sister, expressing affected grief for
the event, and requesting her permission to visit the_castle. Jeha-
nara received her brother with great magnificence, and on his
entrance presented him with a large golden bason which contained-
all the jewels of their deceased father. All due honours were paid-
to the royal remains, which were solemniy interred in the famous
marble. mausoleum erected hy himself for. his. beautiful "and-
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favourite wife Taje Mahel. Jehanara was henceforth received,
at least apparently, into high faveur with her brether, and accom=
pasied him back to Delhi ; but died shortly after, and Tavernier,
who staid latér in India than Bernier, whoese narrative concludes
in 1666, informs us that-every body suspected she was taken off
by poison. *

In a preceding portion of this volume,f when giving a sum-
mary history of the Mahratta nation, I had occasion to notice the
~ early transactions of Aurungzeb, with the famous Sevajee, the
founder of that singular nation ; that able and intrepid chieftain,
who though at once contending with three potent sovereigns, with
Aurungzeb, on the one hand, and the kings of Visiapour and
Golconda on the other, had contrived in a few years to found a
kingdam extending 840 miles from north to south, and 200 from
east to west, in the finest climate of India. The detail of his vic-
tories and defeats in this important struggle for empire, and
while fighting with those monarchs, would make a large though
perhaps not a very entertaining volume, as it must principally
consist of accounts of the siege and capture of forts, for, crafty
as Aurungzeb himself, he always avoided engagements on the
plain, and clung to the hills and rocks among which his daring
and cangenial spirit was nurtured. On this account, and because
the transactions of the Mahratta nation have already prematurely
engaged, and will, hereafter, occupy many pages of this work, I
shall enter less at large than might be expected into the particu-
lars of their early history. Let it suffice in this place generally
to state, that the Mogal Viceroys, numeraus and brave as they
were, successively detached against this extraordinary man from
the neighbouring Soubahs of Guzzurat and the-Deccan, though

.# Tavernier’s Indian Travels, p. 114.
t See chapter iv. of the last book, at page 322.-
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sometimes crowned with partial victory, were utterly unsuccess-
ful in their attempts wholly to subjugate him, and Aurungzeb in.
person, at a later period of his protracted reign, found all his high
military talents, and deep political intrigues baffléd by the more
subtle Sevajee. When death, at length, released him of his rival,
he could not conceal his joy at that event, but paid- a just tribute
to his memory by exclaiming, « That man was indeed a great
general, and the only one who has had the magnanimity to raise
a new kingdom, while I have been endeavouring to destroy the
ancient sovereignties of India. My armies have been employed
against him for nineteen years, and nevertheless his state has
been always increasing.”*

At this time, Rajah Jessing, the former general, being dead, the
brave Dellere Khan was at the head of the army of the Deccan,
acting alone under the orders of Sultan Mauzim, the governor,
and serving as a check upon that ambition which his father,
through all his subterfuges, perceived to be the predominant
passion of his mind. The king of Visiapour, though so often
vanquished, was constantly seeking every opportunity of shaking
off the Mogul yoke, and never paid, except when compelled, the
stipulated tribute to the throne of Delhi. The situation of his
country, amid high and almost inaccessible mountains, abounding
in difficult passes, overgrown with lofty woods, and full of for-
tresses, many of which were in those days deemed impregnable,
encouraged his frequent attempts at rebellion, and often screened
him from punishment when the Mogul armies were engaged in
crushing rebellion on the northern and eastern frontier. The
king of Golconda, his firm and constant ally, was in the same

~ predicament, and found money, while the former found men and
arms to carry on the war. A few years of peace always recruited

* Orme’s Historical Fragments of the Mogul Empire. p. 95. ubi supra.
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the deficiency of riches, and the waste of population induced by
the barbarous devastations of these fierce invaders. This will
account to the reader for the frequent mention of the alternate
revolt and reduction of these refractory tributaries ; nor can they
be said to be finally subjugated till Aurungzeb, as we shall find,
in 1686, marching into the south with the whole power of the
empire, put a final period to their dynasties. Attacked by the
Mogul generals on the one side, and by Sevajee on the other,
who had plundered from him the whole Concan, or western
regions of Visiapour, Adil Shah was compelled once more to
submit, and pay up his arrears with valuable offerings ; as were
many other refractory Omrahs and Rajahs bordering on Guzzu-
rat and the Deccan ; and Dellere is said this year to have remit-
ted, in jewels and money, nearly two millions sterlmg to the
‘royal treasury.*

Faithful to the mandate of the Emperor, to watch and report
the motions of his ambitious son, that loyal general was shortly
afterwards, under false pretences, driven by Mauzim from -the
Deccan; but was received with open arms by the Emperor, who
well knew both his worth, and the weight of his obligations to
him. Having not wholly ‘neglected himself while replenishing
the treasury of his master, he was affluent, and to his affluence
the grateful Aurungzeb added the highest honours of nobility.
On the submission also of his son who, in his recent conduct,
appeared to have acted rather from avowed hatred to Dellere,
than from any determined spirit of disaffection to his father,
he was reconciled to him, and continued him in the government
of Deccan. :

_ That Deccan, of which so much has been recently sald was,
as we have seen, the theatre of Aurungzeb’s first exercises in
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the science of war; the country whence he- had' led the imperial
armies-into Visiapour and! Golconda, and to- occasional conquest
amid the mountainous- recesses-of Sevajee. He had long medi-
tated the conquest of the whole peninsula, and had fully resolved
that- the sea alone should be the Boundary of his dominions in
that quarter: An apprehended rupture with the king of Persia,
and the hostile movements- of the numerous and hardy tribes of
Patans who- inhabit the mountains beyond' the Indus, Kept him
for the present constantly at Delhi: The origin of the quarrel
with Shah Abbas was twefold: Candahar,the perpetual source
of contention' between the two' empires was one ; and insults
offered’to his: ambBassador at the court of Ispahan: constituted the
other. With respect to the latter cause of offence, it arose from
the mere inadvertence of one of his secretaries, who, in the letter
which accompanied the credentials of the ambassador, while he
had ostentatiously displayed' his own sovereign’s assumed title of
KurLum-GEER, Or CONQUEROR OF THE WORLD, had addressed the
king of Persia by a title far inferior-to that of the great Shah-in
Shah, or king of kings, at-which the soul of the haughty Abbas
took fire. ‘- What,” exclaimed that prince, « does THE con-
QUEROR OF THE WORLD dare to rank me among his vassals ?
Haste back to that vile murderer of his family, and be to him
the herald of my contempt, my detestation, and my defiance.” At
the same time He ordered the Beard of that lord to be shaved off;
(the greatest indignity that can be offered in that country) and
dismissed. An apology for the error of ‘the scribe was submitted
to by Aurungzeb, but' the invective and the defiance were re-
turned. He had long resolved to retake Candahar, and the most
vigorous preparations had been made accordingly. Sultan Mau-
zim was immediately ordered with 20,000 horse to march from
Deccan, to the frontiers of Persia, and he himself prepared to
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take the field at the head of the whole army ofi the north. On
the other hand' Shah Abbas,. who'would listen to no apologies,
as-possibly thinking none sincere, had commenced his march for
Chorasan at the head of 80,000 horse, and an immense train of
artillery, and every thing seemed to forebode a most obstinate
and sanguinary contest. ’

At this crisis of affairs Aurungzeb was alarmed by an imagined
conspiracy among the Persian nobles of his court, who-were very
numerous, wealthy, and powerful, and' certainly had not much
relish for a Persian war. He was on the point of proceeding to
a general massacre of that class of his subjects, and the sword
was already brandished. over: their heads. Fortunately the in-
tercepted letter which gave birth'to the suspicion, a letter written
to the Visier himself, a Persian, by the handof the Persian mo-
narch, was demonstrated in due time to be one of those state
stratagems which Aurungzeb himself had so often used with
the same delusive intent to his suspected sons and generals, and
a dreadful execution which might have shaken his throne to the
foundation was prevented. Aurungzeb had already taken the
field, and was far advanced on his march towards Lahore, when
intelligence arrived that Abbas, who, though in mind active
and vigorous, had been for some time’ declining in bodily health;
had suddenly expired in his camp. This intelligence was fol-
lowed, after a few days, by an express message from the uncle
of that prince, who had taken the command of the army, formally
announcing the death of his nephew, leaving solely to Aurungzeb
the choice of PEACE, or waR. Aurungzeb, whose ardour for the
Persian war was- perhaps a little cooled by what had recently
occurred, after due reflection replied, ¢ that he had prepared for
war only to repel invasion, and avenge insult; that his own
dominions were already sufficiently ample ; and' that, with the
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life of Shah Abbas, his offence was extinguished. If the regent
consented, the sword might be sheathed.”” The proposal was
accepted, and the armies of the two powers returned to the ca-
pitals of their respective empires. Aurungzeb, however, with
his usual foresight, greatly strengthened the garrisons on his
western “frontiers, and left a considerable force to overawe the
discontented Afghan or Patan tribes.

These Patans are the descendants of that valiant race who once
conquered Hindostan, and gave a dynasty of kings to Delhi.
They are, in all probability, the .Aborigines of the northern moun-
tainous regions, Gazna, Cabul, and Candahar, which they still
inhabit. They hold the Moguls, who under Timur and Baber
expelled them from India, in the greatest detestation. Their
chiefs are valiant and robust, and have-for ages sold their mer-
cenary services to the best bidder. The expectation of a war
between Persia and India had put many of their predatory bands
on the Indian frontier in motion, and they continued in arms,
when the differences that had subsisted between the two empires
were adjusted. At length, headed by one Mahommed, who
boasted -his descent from Alexander the Great and the queen of
Transoxiana, they rushed down from the sources of the Attock
and Nilab in a body of thirty thousand men, and like the torrents
that roll from their native Caucasus bore down all before
them. The fertile plains of the Panjab were entirely devastated
by these merciless barbarians, who vaunted that they would
march to Delhi and dethrone the descendant of Timur.

It was beneath the dignity of an Aurungzeb to advance. in
person against rebels commanded even by a representative of
the king of Macedon. But the squadrons of the imperial army
were in readiness, and the march was instantly commenced.
Before their arrival, however, Camil the Mogul governor of
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Panjab had collected a force sufficient, at least, to check the
progress of the insurgents. He drew up his disciplined battalions
on the eastern banks of the Nilab; which river Mahommed cross-
ed, at the ferry of Haran, at the head of ten thousand of his best
troops, and rushed upon his antagonist with the most daring im-
petuosity, but with little military skill. The imperial troops bore
the rude assault of barbarous valour with calm intrepidity, but re-
pelled it with tenfold effect. It was repeated, and repelled with
increased success; the rebel bands being broken by the charge,
and thrown into great confusion. Still, however, they disdained
to fly, but returning again and again to the attack, with Ma-
hommed at their head, who fought like no fictitious Alexander,
made a dreadful slaughter of the imperial troops. Disciplined
fortitude, however, at length prevailed. Their strength was
exhausted, they were routed, and driven headlong into the river,
in whose rapid current the greater part of them were drowned.
In the mean time the governor of Cabul with the forces of that
Soubah had advanced, and, attacking the enemy in the rear, a
complete victory was obtained over the barbarous hordes.
Notwithstanding this signal defeat, when returned to their na-
tive mountains, whither they were pursued by the imperial
legions that now arrived in great force from Delhi, under the
conduct of Mahommed Amin, these resolute banditti again ral-
lied in increasing multitudes, and the banners of no less than
three hundred chieftains, the heads of separate clans, dispersed
among those mountains, were seen to wave in the air, and bid
defiance to invasion. The imperialists, however, with undaunted
°resolution, clambered up the steep ascents, and stormed the for-
tresses situated on the most rugged acclivities. Driven back
from their strong holds into the subjacent valleys, the insurgents
formed again under their intrepid leader, and another gene;al
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action, more severe and sanguinary than the last, teok place,
owing to the increased numbers and desperation of the foe. Se
immense were their numbers, and so determined their resistance,
that the imperialists themselves were at one time on the point of
giving way, when a report, not founded in error, that the prince
Mahommed was slain, being spread among the Patans, their im-
petuous tourage began to abate. Perceiving this, the Moguls
rushed forward, and, charging thom with redoubled vigour,
drove them a second time from the field, and by a prodigious
carnage avenged upon them the deaths of their numerous coun-
trymen, who lay slanghtered around them. Prisoners were
made in immense multitudes ; the whole of that part of the
country which they inhabited was ravaged with fire and sword ;
and every thing levelled with the ground, but the rocks to which
the miserable remainder fled for shelter from the swords of their
destroyers.

Such is the account given by the Persian writer in all probabi-
lity for the reasons alleged in the note below,* extremely exag-
gerated in favour of the Moguls, for according to Mr. Orme’s
authorities, Aurungzeb himself was afterwards, in 1673, at the head

* Dow, vol. iii. p. 391. At this period (1669) terminates Mirza Casim’s Persian
History of Aurungzeb, translated by Dow. Aurungzeb forbad his life to be writ-
ten, except under his own inspection, and hence the ALLUMGEERNAMA, the wark
above alluded to, containing the first ten years of his life only, is, as Mr. Orme
justly stigmatizes it, 2 shameless apology for the deposal and imprisonment of his
father, and the destruction of his three brothers, with six of their sons. Corrected
however, throughout by Bernier’s impartial history of those events, I -trust thess
pages are not infected by the gross adulation of the ALLuMazsrNAMA. Orme
himself collected many historical facts coacerning him which are given in his His-
torical Fraggments, and many respecting his wars in Deccan are detailed in Scott's
History of that country. To those writers, and the traveller Fryer, we shall prin-

cipally be indebted for the facts recorded in the succeeding pages of the life of
Aurungzeb.
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of his whele army coinpelled to take the field against these discom-
fited Patans, on an occasion that seemed to threaten the very foun-
dations of his throne, The destruction of Sultan Sujah and all his
family in Arracan through the treachery of the prince, has been
already stated from authentic documents. The fact of his death
however was. at the time very much disputed in Hindostan, and
he was asserted by many who believed it true, to have made his
escape from- Arracan, to be still living, and resident in Persia.
‘Whatever was -the real  fact, the Patan-chiefs now produced, as '
a -competitor for the imperial diadem, a person in all respects
greatly resembling -Sujah, and who they-declared was that iden-
tical -prince, ‘marching towards Delhi to assert his rights, and
vevenge the murder of his family. The whole nation is affirmed
by ‘Mr. Orme to -be-able to bring into the field 150,000 fighting
men, and, if united; from their personal valour and strength,
could never have been: donquered by the Moguls. A very large
proportion of this number, inflamed with the remembrance of
ancient wrongs, and the reoent massacre, accompanied the ficti-
tious Sujah on his daring expedition. The successes obtained
over-detached Jparties, in the preceding campaign, had filled the
governor -of Peishore with confident hopes of victory, and he
crossed the Indws with all his army, intending to force their
strong helds in the mountains ; but this more numerous and
formidable army of Patans inclosed his army among the defiles,
and destroyed the whole with their commander. They now
marched on unopposed towards Delhi, and publicly proclaimed
their-adopted champion, Emperor of Hindostan.

' Aurungzeb, justly alarimed at the rapid advance of so poWerful
an enemy, supporting a. pretender to his’throne, immediately
marched out of Delhi; displayed the standard of the empire, and

VvoOL. IL 3Q
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summoned around it all his banners. To that standard all whe
dredded a return of the sanguinary scenes that had recently con-
vulsed the empire quickly resorted, and at length the whole
concentrated army, to an amount almost incalculable, arrived at
the banks of the Indus towards the close of the year 1674.
The vanguard of this mighty host which first crossed the river,

was unable to withstand the impetuous attack of the Patan army,

and was defeated. The victors with that peculiar inhumanity
which distinguishes their nation, put the prisoners, taken on this
occasion, to death. That barbarous conduct fired the whole im-
perial army with indignation, and when their numerous and for-
midable columns had all passed the stream, that indignation
impelled them to the assault with such resistless fury as quickly
decided the fortune of the day. Than the contest of that day,
though of short duration, no battle more sanguinary had of late
years been fought ; but the Patans had no leader competent to
cope with an Aurungzeb, exerting the full vigour of his talents,
and fighting for the crown that trembled on his head. After a
desperate struggle for victory, the enemy, broken and dispersed
in every direction, again retreated to their strong holds in the
mountains, along the whole line of the Paropamisan range,
whenee issuing in large bodies by night, they made frequent
assaults on the enemy’s camp, plundering their baggage and
cutting off their supplies, by which desultory mode of attack the
war was protracted for fifteen months. Numbers, however, in
the end prevailed, for the Mogul army was sufficient to people
the country they attacked; their principal fortresses were taken,
their bravest generals slain. The fictitious Emperor at the head
of a few chosen followers. fled over the mountains into Persia s

and the real one, Aurungzeb, having established a chain of posts,




A.D. 1676.] [ 488 1

and leaving a sufficient force to defend the conquered country,
under the command of a general especially selected, returned in.
wiumph to Delhi, after an absence of two years and three months
from that capital.* , .

. After a short repose from the toils of the field, a new campaign
of a very different nature, or rather a kind of religious crusade
was undertaken by Aurungzeb. Not content with exterminating
the Afghan savages of the mountains, he now began with a fury -
equally implacable to make war upon the superstitions of the
Hindoos. Acting in a manner widely different from the indul-
gent Akber, and his immediate predecessors, in his rage to con-
vert the Hindoos to Mahommedism, the frantic project formed-
by this sanguinary bigot! he everywhere persecuted the priests,
tore down the images, and demolished or violated the temples..
At Muttra and at Benares .in particular, the two most venerated
places of Hindoo devotion, he pulled down the ancient tem-
ples, and on their ruins erected mosques of the same height and
dimensions : he even proceeded to an atrocity beyond this—in=.
deed beyond all precedent in the annals of sacrilegious barbarity.
According to Thevenot there was at Ahmedabad a pagoda of
singular beauty, adorned with many statues and other symbols
of Hindoo worship. Not content with defacing those offensive
sculptures, Aurungzeb well knowing the reverence of the Hin-
doos for the Cow, { with them a sacred animal,) as well as their
abhorrence of shedding blood, caused one of those animals to be
introduccd within its walls, and ordered its throat to be cut in
the very sanctuary.} Goaded to vengeance by these unheard of
profanations, as well as by the heavy exactions universally im-
posed upon them throughout the empire—upon them, while his

* Orme’s Historical Fragments, p. 67, ubi supra.
1 Thevenot’s Indian Travels, part iii. p. 8.
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Mahommedan subjects were but slightlyassessed—the whole body
of Rajapouts, with.the three great Rajahs of Chitore, of Abmir,and
of .Joudpour, at.their head, rushed to arms, breathing war and
vengeance. These potent native sovereigns, whose dominions
were situated in the very centre of Hindostan, were able, when
united, to bring into the field little less than 200,000 fighting men,
and against these Aurungzeb, having first summoned to his aid the
troops in the distant provinces, marched from Delhi towards the
close of the year 1678, at the head of two armies, one commanded
by himself in person, the other by his sons, Azem and Akber. He
himself, with his division, entered the Rana’s country with intent
to invest the great .and ancient city of Chitore, which had been
taken and plundered by Akber a century before,* but had again-
erected its venerable head among surrounding ruins, and been de-
corated with many new and sumptuous buildings. In this arduous
attempt, having advanced too far, and without proper intelligence,.
among the defiles of that mountainous region, he got hemmed
in with all his army, insuperable precipices obstructing his pro~:
gress in front, while behind him great trees, felled -by the Raja~-
pouts who harassed his rear, blocked up his retreat. In another -
quarter too Udeperri, the favourite Circassian wife of Aurung- -
zeb, who had accompanied him in this dangerous war, with-
her whole retinue and escort, was inclosed. By the generosity -
of the Rana, for which he was afterwards but ill repaid, by the
plunder and destruction of his noble capital, both were liberated -
when wholly in his power ; and the Hindoo only requested, in -
return, that the emperor would refrain from destroying the sa--
cred animals of their religion that might still be left in the plains.
Aurungzeb, however, imputing his forbearance to the fear of
future vengeance, continued the war with increased acrimony,
- ¥ See of this vol, p. 9.
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burning and pluhdering wherever he'came ; and, in his merci~
less bigotry, seemed “détermined to extirpate both the: Hindoo¥
and ‘their gods. . '

In this merciless career of blood; however, he was at length’
‘compelled to pause, for, having got a second time into a similar
dilemma from which he with the utmost difficulty extricated him-
self, he then determined no longer personally to expose himself
to difficulties beyond his age and constitution, but committing the-
war to his sons took up his residence with his whole court at Aj-
mere, whence he could with ease direct their operations against
the objects of his vengeance. They continued the campaign in the-
true spirit of their father, each in a different part of the country,
but neither, at the end of the year 16%9, had forced the ultimate
passes of the mountains.* | _ |

In the spring of the following year died the renowned Sevajee,
that perpetual thorn in the side 'of Aurungzeb, with whom either
in person or by his lieutenants, he had been at war during his
whole life, and to curb whom he had been obliged to keep a
regular army constantly in the field. He was succeeded by his
son Sambajee, equally invulnerable in the field, and in death itself’
invincible ! The spring of the same year, also, saw the imperial
standard exalted on the ramparts of the vast and ruined city of Chi-
tore, which the troops of Azem had taken by surprize, and who, -
in return for the preservation of the life of his father and the Sul-
tana, again consigned her palaces to plunder, and her temples,
and idols to the devouring flames. The city that in western

. India had continued the sanctuary of the Hindoo religion ‘and

government for above a thousand years was indeed taken and -
despoiled, but the Rana and the Rajapouts were unsubdued. The
former had retreated to Joudpour, and the latter in immense

® Orme’s Historical Fragments, p. 86.
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‘bodies still kept the field, hardy. as their rocks, and immoveable
as their mountains. At this instant Aurungzeb was-doomed to-
‘feel a portion of those pangs which his conduct had inflicted on
Shah Jehan. His favourite son, Akber, raised .the standard of
rebellion ; and was immediately joined by 30,000 Rajapouts. He -
proceeded farther ; he sent his general, a resolute Patan, to assas-
sinate his father, at midnight, in-his camp. The villain had
nearly accomplished his purpose, for he had reached the tent
wherein Aurungzeb reposed, when he was discovered, and cut
to pieces by the guard. The other sons, Sultan Mauzim and
Azem, whom Akber equally detested with his father, as alike.
obstacles to his mounting the throne, immediately hastened to
the aid of the Emperor ; who had already contrived, by one of
those deep-laid stratagems which he so frequently put in practice,
to detach from him the great body of the Rajapout army, in con-
sequence of which he retired towards Guzzurat. Sultan Mauzim
had orders, with the army under his command, to follow the fu- .
gitive prince, whithersoever he fled, and not to quit the pursuit,
till he was taken. Akber, however, with 500 faithful attendants, .
eluded the pursuit, and contrived to reach the dominions of Sam- .
bajee, by whom he was kindly received, and with whom, being
afterwards reinforced by vast numbers of deserters from the
other armies, he united his forces to annoy his father. Thus
united, they became indeed formidable, and Sambajee publicly
announced his intention of marching with 50,600 horse to Bram-
pore, and there proclaiming him Emperor of the Moguls.

This bold declaration, added to the undaunted character of the
chief who made it, inspired Aurungzeb with alarms similar to
those which he had experienced on the march towards Delhi of
the Patans with the fictitious Sujah at their head. The war .
with the Rajapouts and idolatry was now become of inferior
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consideration, and he readily consented to proposals for an ac-
commodation with the chiefs of that nation. This was effected
without the capitation tax, which he had laid on the Hindoo de-
votees being either rescinded, or insistéd upon ; but not without
the surrender of many invaluable districts conquered from the
Rana, and the Rajah of Joudpour, by Shah Jehan, and his suc-
cessor. The three grand imperial armies being now at liberty,
commenced their march, and arrived at their places of destination
nearly at the same time. Sultan Azem’s at Ahmednagar, Mauzim’s
at Aurungabad, and Aurungzeb’s himself at that very capital,
Brampore, where his rebellious son was threatened to be pro-
claimed. The concentrated force of these armies was for nearly
three years with various success directed on the land-side against
Sambajee, while the Mogul fleets, under the Siddees, furiously
but ineffectually attacked his coast. Akber, however, perceiving
the utter inability of his protector to place him on the throne of
the Moguls, prudently withdrew from the operations of the field,
and shortly after retired into Persia, where he married the sister
of the reigning monarch, and whence neither the threats nor the
promises of Aurungzeb could ever draw him. |

During these contests with Sambajee, in 1683 the king of
Visiapore died, and Aurungzeb immediately sent Sultan Azem
with a great army to seize upon that kingdom, which, together
with Golconda and the whole peninsula, he resolved before his
return northward should be incorporated with the empire.
Though greatly reduced in the extent of his dominions by the
inroads of the Moguls and Sambajee, the prince of that country
was still formidable ; for both MysoRE, then divided among several
Rajahs, of whom the chief and most considerable was he of Se-
ringapatam, and many other countries to the south and west,
were tributaries to that monarch, and the king of Golconda



488 ] [A. D. 1684.

conyinced that the fall of Visiapore would infallibly bring on his
own, was. ever ready with an overflowing treasury to supply his
pecuniary necessities. Azem, in consequence, before the end of
Jyne 1684, was, according to Mr. Orme’s authorities,* defeated
in two pitched battles, by Ballal Khan, the protector of the king-
dom during the young king’s minority, in the last of which he
was dangerously wounded ; and his military. operations in that
quarter were for the present suspended. Great disturbances in
the mean time, had arisen in the .nejghbourhood: of Agra and
Guzzurat which were infested by bands of robhers, ewing to
the Emperor’s long residence in the Deccan ; and the Rajapouts
were again in motion, burning with unsatiated revenge for the
unatoned grievances they had.endured. No gonsideration, how-
ever, could induce Ayrungzeb to drap-the project of conquering
the remainder of Deccan. He sent detachments sufficient to ex-
terminate the banditti, and keep in cheek the rebels; but he
himself, collecting all his forces, in the following year, marched
into Vigiapore at the head of an army three times larger than that
country could praduce, and encamped at no great-distance from
the capital. Mighty as was his force, yet aceonding to the usual
plan of this wonderful man,of preferring, where practicable, stra-
tagem to compulsion, he was lavish of his promises and his trea-
sures among the chief officers of both the goverament and army
of Visiapore, to procure their defection ; .and by this means in a
short time his confidence of ultimate success was so strang, that
he detached Sultan Manzim with a large proportion of the army
to aftack the king of Golconda, of whose secretly acting in con-
cert with Visiapore and Sambgjee he had received authentic in-
telligence

The_reigning: sovereign of Goloconda, a Weak and voluptuous

¢ Orme’s Historical Fragmaents, p. 141.
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prince, was entirely governed by two imsolent and avaricious
Brahmins, hated and despised by the principal nobles, who wexe
Mahommedans, and the particular objects of detestation to Ibra-
him Khan, the Captain General. Acquainted with these circum~
stances, and formed of the same subtle cast of mind with his
father, though more generous in his disposition, Sultan Mauzim
tried the same experiment on this chief, and many of the dis-~
contented ‘Omrahs as Aurungzeb had tried in Visiapore, and
- speedily procured their defection. Rustum Roy, his general, who
succeeded Ibrahim, was neither of such personal valour, nor so
expert in arms, as his predecessor, and retreated towards the
capital, Hyderabad, of which Mauzim took unresisted possession.
The pusillanimous king had long before shut himself up in the
fortress of Golconda, which Mauzim immediately invested, and
dreading to add a crown to his own reputation, which his father
had once attempted, but failed to seize, listened to the overtures
of the king, who to preserve his diadem, proffered the humblest
submission, with a great quantity of gold, and the most precious
diamonds of his mines. Although this was not a conquest, but a
compromise ; yet on the terms being referred to Aurungzeb, who
was at this time fully occupied in Visiapore, he permitted the
prince to conclude them. '

By the gradual but certain operation of magnificent largesses,
distributed by Aurungzeb among the chiefs of Visiapore, the
king of that country found his army so reduced in number, that,
selecting that portion of it on which he could place the firmest
dependence, he retired into his capital, but not thinking himself
safe within its walls, which, however, were capable of resistance,
and contained a still stronger citadel, he retreated to:a nejgh-
bouring fort, situated on an inexpugnable rock, and left his more
experienced generals to defend the city. After two or three

VOL. H. 3R
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vigorous assaults that city surrendered, about the middle of June
1686, and Secunder, the unfortunate young monarch himself,
being severely pressed, and seeing no chance of escape, capitu-
lated for the preservation of his life, and the possession of his
women and children. He appeared before Aurungzeb in sifver
chains, and humbled himself to the dust in the presence of his
haughty victor.

Notwithstanding the terms granted by Aurungzeb to the King
-of Golconda, terms intended, on the part of the former, at the
time, not to be adhered to, he now commenced the march for
that capital, against the repeated remonstrances of Sultan Mauzim,
who declared aloud that the ambition of the Emperor was about
to sacrifice the honour of his son pledged to that monarch. His
opposition was so strenuous, that his father put both himself and
his two elder sons under arrest, while by a circuitous route, as if
on his return to Delhi, he proceeded to the accomplishment of
his treacherous project. At Calberga, a fortified city in the di-
rect line of his march, exists one of the most celebrated mosques
in all the Deccan, containing the shrine of a Mahommedan saint
of renowned sanctity. Aurungzeb requested the King of Gol-
conda’s permission to offer up his devotions at this shrine.
Permission was immediately given, and a present of 500,000
gold mohurs was at the same time forwarded by the abject mo-
narch. Unappeased by this magnificent offering, the imperial
hypocrite, after paying his devotions, advanced from Calberga
with all his banners against Golconda. The fortresses in their
way were rapidly taken ; Rustum Roy, who again commanded the
army of Golconda, could make no effectual opposition ; and the
Mogul army, advancing to its walls, invested that strong fortress
in the month of January, 1687. Aurungzeb himself conducted
the siege, and fixed his own quarters in the city of Hyderabad.
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The walls and ramparts inclosing Golconda are six miles in
circumference. Above them is another circuit, narrower, but
much stronger ; and fashioned in some parts out of the native
rock. With immense labour the besiegers raised and carried on
a lofty mound or terrace of earth, sufficient for the display of
several batteries, until the assailants and defendants were brought
to fight on the same level. A vigorous sally of the besieged, in
April, enabled them to gain possession of the mound, and they
maintained it until they had ruined the batteries, with all the
artillery, and part of the mound itself. The rains setting in,
shortly after, prevented further operations, and the arrival of
Sultan Azem, in August, with fresh troops and artillery, gave
new spirits and vigour to the besiegers, while the garrison, who

had no provisions against a long siege, nor expected any suc- -

cours, were struck ‘with proportionate dismay. At length, after
bribes properly distributed among the principal commanding
officers, on the 27th of September, a general attack was made
by night, and the garrison, exhausted by famine and fatigue,
after a slight resistance, were overpowered, and for the most
part cut in pieces. The unfortunate young king himself, who
had taken shelter in the meanest office of his palace, was dragged
out of his lurking place before the conqueror, who treated him
with marked indignity, and Aurungzeb is even said to have after-
wards inflicted the scourge, to extort a discovery of treasures.
supposed to be concealed.*

® Orme, p. 154 ; Havart’s Golconda, p. 235 ; Scott’s Deccan, vol. ii. p. 74,
under the year 1690, which is three years later than the date of Mr. Orme’s autho-

rities, but the latter being taken from the Company's annals at Madras are, I think, -

decisive. A letter from two officers at Golconda to the governor of Madras, dated the
15th of October, 1687, says, ¢ /2 are informed this day that the Mogul took Golconda
eighteen days since ; and that he has given the Carnatic government to Mahommed
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Thus, finally, and for ever, were the once potent kingdoms of
Visiapore and Golconda, that had resisted for two centuries all
the power of the Delhi monarchs, torn from their ancient Ma-
hommedan sovereigns, and added to the vast empire of the
Mogul. To subjugate the other yet unconquered portion of the
peninsula was the arduous effort of the remainder of the pro-
longed life of this indefatigable man ; who, in spite of increasing
age and infirmities, for he was now in his 78d year, continued till
his death almost constantly in the field. This is principally to
be attributed to the rapidly increasing power and number of the
Mahratta nation, now burning with implacable revenge on ac-
count of his barbarity towards Sambajee, who about this period
was betrayed into his hands, and whose melancholy end has
been before related.* The Carnatic, of old dependent on Gol-
conda, the Mysore, tributary to Visiapore, and the Rajahs of
-Tanjore, Tritchinopoly, and other smaller kingdoms, were
quickly reduced ; but the Mahrattas under Sahojee, the son of
Sambajee, obstinately disputed with the imperial army every
foot of ground, and often by daring attacks on their rear, and
by cutting off their supplies, reduoed them to the greatest
straits m a country devastated by perpetual war. We are
also informed in the History of Deccan of another reason for the
long protraction of the war in that region. It is there stated that
the officers and great Omrahs were in general remiss in their mi-
litary efforts, and purposely prolonged the war in the south, for
the sake of the immense plunder to be obtained in those rich and
yet unconquered regions ; that if they had performed their duty
at the head of such powerful armies as they commanded, the

Ibrahim, who is coming down to possess himself of it.” See the notes to Historical

Fragments, p. 297.
t See page 325 preceding.
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Mahratta power must have been crushed by them with ease, but
they feared lest when the Emperor should have finally reduced
the peninsula, his restless and indomitable passion for war would
induce him to carry his arms to Candahar and Balk, which expe-
ditions were disagreeable to the nobility, who were far from
wishing to encounter the hardships of a nerthern campaign,among
a people brave, robust, disciplined to war, and totally destitute of
gems and gold ; those splendid incentives to a southerr; one.*
From this severe censure must be excluded those great and in-
trepid genierals, Zoolfeccar Khan, and Ghazi-o’deen Khan, names
inharmonious perhaps to an European ear, but causing the heart
of the valiant in Asia to bound with transpert—the latter, the
father of the great Nizam-al-Muluck, conspicuous in the van of
every battle ; the former, general in chief during this extended
periad, of whom it is recorded that, in the small space of six
months, he had no less than nineteen actions with the enemy,
and pursued them from place to place, above gooo coss (6000
miles ) in marches and counter-marches.+ Into the particulars
of these events, however, of neither prominent interest nor mag-
nitude sufficient to engage the attention of the general historian,
which accurred between this period and the death of Aurung-
zeb, it is not necessary for us to enter. Imperiously urged
_ to brevity by the pressure of grand and interesting events, yet
unrecorded, we hasten to the termination of a reign in which the
chain of important facts, worthy of distinguished notice, clases
with the conquest of Golconda.

‘Fhe great object, upon which so many years of his life had
been employed, the reduction of the peninsula being accom-
plished, exhausted with age and worn, as he himself affectingly
says, to skin and bone, Aurungzeb retired, a few weeks previous

* Scott’s Deccan, vol. ii. p. 97.  + Ibid, p. 109.
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to his death, into winter quarters at Ahmednagur. There, find-
ing his dissolution rapidly approaching, at the advanced age of
90, some glimpses of remorse appear to_have broken in upon a
mind long rendered callous by crimes and blood. There are two
letters written by him, a short time before that awful event took
place, to his sons Azem and Kambuksh, which display evident
symptoms of its perturbed state. They are too important to be
omitted, and are inserted below: théy are, I presume, verbal
translations, but ambition and cruelty may derive from the perusal
of them a most impressive lesson. They are the dying decla-
ration of an Aurungzeb!!!*

* To AziM SHAH.

HEALTH to thee! My heart is near thee. Old age is arrived : weakness sub-
dues me, and strength has forsaken all my members. I came a stranger into this
world, and a stranger I depart. I know nothing of myself, what I am, and for
what I am destined. The instant which passed in power bath left only sorrow bebind
it. I bave not been the guardian and protector of the empire. My valuable time has
been passed vainly. I had a patron in my own dwelling, (conscience,) but his glo-
rious light was unseen by my dim sight. Life is not lasting ; there is no vestige of
departed breath, and all hopes from futurity are lost. The fever has left me, but
nathing of me remains but skin and bone. My son, (Kaum Buksh,) though gone
towards Visiapore, is still near: and thou, my son, art yet nearer. The worthy of
esteem, Shah Aulum, is far distant ; and my grandson, (Azeem Ooshaun,) by the
orders of God, is arrived near Hindostan. The camp and followers, helpless and
alarmed, are, like nyself, full of affliction ; restless as the quicksilver. Separated
from their lord, they know not if they have a master or not.

I brought nothing into this world, and, except the infirmities of man, carry
nothing out. I have a dread for my salvation, and with what torments I may be pu-
nished. Though I have strong reliance on the mercies and bounty of God, yet,
regarding my actions, fear will not quit me ; but, when I am gone, reflection will
not remain. Come then what may, I have launched my vessel on the waves.
Though Providence will protect the camp, yet, regarding appearances, the endea-
vours of my sons are indispensibly incumbent. Give my last benedictions to my
grandson, (Bedar Bukht,) whom I cannot see, but the desire affects me. The
Begum (his daughter) -appears afflicted ; but God is the only judge of hearts. The
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On Friday the 21st of February, 1707, after performing his
morning devotions, in company with his attendants, he exclaimed,

foolish thoughts of women produce nothing but disappointment, Farewell! fare-
well! farewell! : '
To the Prince KAMBUKSH. ,

MY son, nearest to my heart. Though in the height of my power, and by God’s
permission, I gave you advice, and took with you the greatest pains, yet, as it was
not the divine will, you did not attend with the ears of compliance. Now I depart
a stranger, and lament my own insignificance, what does it profit me? I carry with
me the fruits of my sins and imperfections. Surprizing Providence! I came here
alone, and alone I depart. The leader of this caravan hath deserted me. The fever,
which troubled me for twelve days, has left me. #berever I look, I see nothing but
the Divinity! My fears for the camp and followers are great ; but, alas! I know
not myself. My back is bent with weakness, and my feet have lost the powers of
motion. The breath which rose, is gone, and left not even hope behind it. I have
committed numerous crimes, and know not with what punishment I may be seized.
Though the Protector of mankind will guard the camp, yet care is incumbent also
on the faithful, and my sons. When I was alive, no care was taken ; and now I
am gone, the consequence may be guessed. The guardianship of a people is the
trust by God committed to my sons. Azem Shah is near. Be eautious that nonc of
the faithful are slain, or their miseries fall upon my head. I resign you, your mo-
ther and son, to God, as I myself ain going. The agonies of death come upin me fast.
Bahadur Shah is still where he was, and his son is arrived near Hindostan. Bedar
Bukht is in Guzzurat. Hyaut al Nissa, who has beheld no afflictions of time till
now, is full of sorrows. Regard the Begum as without concern. Odiporee, your
mother, was a partner in my illness, and wishes to accompany me in death; but
every thing has its appointed time.

The domestics and courtiers, however deceitful, yet must not be ill-treated. Itis
necessary to gain your views by gentleness and art. Extend your feet no lower
than your skirt. The complaints of the unpaid troops are as before. Dara Shekhoh,
though of much judgment and good understanding, settled large pensions on his
people, but paid them ill, and they were ever discontented. I am going. Whatever
good or evil I have done, it was for you. Take it not amiss, nor remember what
offences I have done to yourself ; that account may not be demanded of me hereafter.
No one bas seen the departure of bis own soul ; but I see that mine is departing.®

* See Memoirs of Eradut Khan, p. 9.,
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« Oh! that my death may happen on a Friday, for blessed is he
who dieth on that day!” Soon after he had occasion to retire.
Upon his return towards his bed, he had begun his ablutions,
and had made one sprinkling, when suddenly his spirit fled into
the boundless expanse of space. His hands remained clasped,
and in tremulous motion for some time after he had ceased to
breathe, *

Thus, at an age to which few of the human race attain, the
effect of abstinence and activity, expired the merciless destroyer
of his family, and scourge of the persecuted Hindoos. For his
atrocious conduct to his father, his brothers, and their children,
it is impossible to form any apology; his persecution of the
Hindoos may be accounted for, though not excused, in the intole-
rant principles of the Mahommedan faith, of which, whether
conscientiously or hypocritically, he through life acted as a rigid
devotee. If hypocritically, we cannot but admire the unshaken
fortitude with which, during so prolonged a life, he submitted to
privations of every kind while presiding in the most luxurious
court, and wielding the richest sceptre, of Asia ; if solely guided
by the dictates of conscience, we are astonished that in other im-
portant matters its solemn dictates should have been so entirely
disregarded. His diet consisted for the most parts of herbs and
pulse ; no fermented liquor ever passed his lips ; in the pleasures
of his seraglio he was, at least, more temperate than his prede-
cessor ; keeping, indeed, according to the custom of the Asiatics,
a number of women, but rather for ostentation than use. He
allowed himself but lLittle time for sleep or meals, and that por-
tion of his active day that was not devoted to the hearing of
petitions and other public business in the Hall of Audience, was
passed in a perpetual routine of prayer, ablution, and reading

¢ Memoirs of Eradut Khan, p. 10.
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the Koran. [Except on public festivals the vest he wore seldom
exceeded the value of eight rupees ; nor were his sash and tiara
loaded with jewels. In camp he was the most indefatigable man
of his whole army ; rising early, retiring late to rest, and in his
younger days he generally slept on the bare ground, wrapt up
in the skin of a tiger.

'Adverting to his more public character, we find Aurungzeb as
a sovereign, though deeply stained with blood, yet otherwise en-
dowed with many excellent qualities. He was accomplished in
literature beyond most princes of the house of Timur. He was
a complete master of the Persian and Arabic languages, and
he wrote with fluency that of his ancestors, the Moguls. He
patronized and corresponded with learned men throughout his
dominions ; and wrote with his own hand many of the govern-
ment dispatches, which were remarkable for their brevity and
precision. He erected many schools and universities in different
quarters of his empire ; stored them with books in every branch
of learning ; appointed over them the most able masters ; and
endowed them with competent salaries from the funds of the
empire.

By nature of an austere and unsocial disposition, and supersti-
tious by habit, if not from principle, he discouraged gaming and
intrigues among the nobles of his court; and the long train of dan-
cers, singers, actors, and buffoons in which his father Shah Jehan
took so much delight werc banished from his palace,as destructive
of morals, and degrading to majesty. His inflexible administration
of justice has been already noticed. The highest rank could not
_ arrest, nor even the wealth of Golconda avert, its two-edged

sword, when lifted high to strike the guilty head; and the
princes, his sons, were no more exempt from punishment than
the meanest of his subjects. He seemed to think himself the

VOL. 11 ~ 8sS



L 500 ] [A. D. 1707.

his wishes in regard to their future destiny, manifestly expresses
his apprehension that a civil war would take place between them.
He appears, however, in this instance, to have been deserted by
his usual foresight and sagacity ; for by not resolutely appointing
either Mauzim or Azem his successor in the empire, he seems
himself to have lighted the fatal brand whose flames consumed
“his progeny.

END OF THE SECOND VOLUME.
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PREFACE.

I save at length the honour of presenting to the_phblic‘ the
. concluding pages of the History of Hindostan, brought down
to the year of our Lord 1788, when the late Shah Aulum was
blinded and dethroned, and the glory of the Mogul Dynasiy, a
race of princes who had swayed its imperial sceptre during a
period of nearly 300 years, became utterly extinguished ! This
portion of its history will be found. by no means the least
inieresting ; and I have only to lament that it makes its appear-
. ance before the public so late; and in this supplemental form,
It was impossible, consistently with other occupations, earlier to
complete the arduous work, and the form is that which neces-
sity dictated. This concluding portion being of so slender a
bulk, it was thought proper to carry on the pages from the
former volume, in order that, by those who' pléase; it may be
bound up with it. The work, however, is distinct and com-
plete in itself; containing the final séction of the History, from
the death of Aurungzeb to the subversion of the Mogut
empire. ’ ;

In this latter period of the Indian history, it was necessary (o
have recourse to an infinite variety of works, published both in
Europe and Asia, of which the most important are occasionally
pointed out in the notes; but it was deemed useless to burthen

b ,
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the page with ‘multiplied references on sﬁbjects so recent. It
may be proper, however, to 1qfom; the reader, that the basis of
what is here submitted to lus oandtd oonslderatlon is a work

written In Persxan, by an author mentioned in the letter to

1.
me from Sir w. Jones, mserted below, GHOLAM Hogs;a"m
’ booly

KHAN, a native noblcman of Bahar, and the title of it is EIR
MUTAKHAREEN, ora Vnew of Modcm Times.*

® This letter was an answer 1o one which I had sent him, containing proposale
for 4 Oehrerat History of Iidia § but lipoh a taore Iimfted scale ¢hat that oport which

¥ was afterwards ehcoungd to hdedake it
S o GluishnavNagaf, loth October, 179e.

Tt is net pos‘alble for me to forget the pleasure which I have
sécetved fram your convéf:ﬁt:oﬁ, and the opinton which I always entertained of
your parts and irdustry. The ardaous undertaking, of which 1 ltave just perused the
plan, fully justifies sy apinion ; but I am o oppressed with a heavy arrear of bu-
siness, that ¥ cannot write at large on the subject of it. I will desire my agent in
London to subscribe for me, and will do all I can to promtote the subscription here.
Such is the expen'se of printing at Calcutta, that it would cost thirty pounds ster-
fing to repridi¢ the pamphier; bot the proposals shall be repririted, and carefully
circulated, I am confideutthat you might learn Persian in six months, (if you have
not- learped it already,) so well at least as to read the original text of FErisHTA,
whase work, with submission, is very bighly esteemed by all learned Indians and
Indian scholars. To an historian I must express every truth, cven though friend-
ship miglit induce me to conceal it; ® # * o ¢ oo & ¢ & o 0 ¢ o [t me,
at the same time, exhort you not wholly to rely on my auttiority ; for, though I
have diligently avoided errors, yet I have made many : for. instance, Por, a word
which I found for Porus in the Shah -Nameh, is, I now find; pronounced Pur, or
Poor, by the native Persians ; ard I have reason to believe, from Sanscrit authori-
ties, that the true name of that prince was PAURA VA, If you read Persian, Mr.
Bbughton Rousd will, I dare say, lend you the Modern History of Imdid, by
GHroraM Hossain, Farewell, my Dear Sir, and believe me to be, with great
regard, Co oo

. : Your ever faithful humble servant,.
WILLIAM JONES.

Dear Sir,
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It must ever be a subject of deep regret to me, that [ did not
on the receipt of that letter resolutely sit down, and make my-
self master of the Persian language, at least so far (to use the
President’s words) as to translate Ferishta. But at the time of
Jife at which I received that advice it is rather irksome to return,
to the Grammar, and Persian books, and MSS. were not quijte 5o
eommon as,:'h'ap:pﬂy for Eastern literature, they are at preacnt.
I had, also, at that pemod, the honour of bemg knowa to somc
distinguished Persian scholars, who, on my solicitation, would
at any time have translated for me any difficult passages in
Ferishta, or Hossain. Both those authors, however, had been
already translated ; sufficiently well far all the purposes of
general history ; and the reader will be pleased constantly to
bear in mind that it is.the grand outline, the leading incidents
only of the Indian History which {.-have atompted to pourtray
and record in a tegular and connected manner; ot with i vmw
to inform Indian scholars, but to gratify individuals, lmleamed'
in the lare of Brahma, to wham such a mnmctcd history was a
desideratum. Colonel .Dow’s twamslation of the.formex is not
destitute of eleganec ; but, unfortunately, that: o {Hossain by
Mustapha, a Frenchman, converted to Mahomwmedism, and
settled jn Bengal, is in that respoct greatly deficient,” Faets,
however, were my ohject ; I cared little about the vehidle in
which they were canveyed ; and fram the specimen of those
parts of the origimal amthor with which Colonel Scoft has ob-
liged the public, however defective the language, and, some-
times, even the grammar of Mustapha may prove, the fagts
themselves, in general, seem tp be narrated with fdelity.

This work of Gholam Hessain* commences at the death of

~ ® The Persian original is in two folio volumes ; the English version in three
quarto volumes, price TEN auINEas! Calcutta printed, 1788.
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Aurangzeb, with which event my second volume ¢oncluded,
and carries-us down through seven reigns of Mogul emperors,
the seven last emperors; if indeed, after the calamitous visita-
tion of Nadir Shah, the term emperor may with any propriety
be used. The names of those emperors are Bahadur, Jebandur,
Ferokhseer, Mahommed Shah, Ahnied Shah, Aulumgeer, and
Shah Aulum ; for Hossain seems not to have numbered among
the legitimate sovereigns of Hindostan the two young and un-
fortunate princes, for a few months exalted to the imperial
musnud, after the death of Ferokhseer, by the rebel Seyps.

"Fhe same work, also, contains what I am given to understand
from very respectable authority is a tolerably impartial account
of English transactions in India. That circumstance, however,
was not of very material importance to this history, for though
I have brought the Mogul annals down nearly to the close of
the 18th century, T found myself compelled by the forcible
arguments adduced in page 639 following, to decline bringing
the military transactions of the English in Coromandel lower
down in time than the expulsion of the French from Pon-
dicherry in 1761'; and those of Bengal, posterior to the
important period of the appointment of the Company to the
Dvuanny, in 1765. - Of so extensive, various, and complicated
a nature are those details it was found by the lowest compu-
tation, as there truly stated, that they could not be comprised
in less than two large additional volumes, and the leading facts
are already before the public in a variety of very estcemed
publications, for the most part composed by the Company’s
civil or military officers on the spot.

- After all 1 must be allowed to observe, that,: however im-
portant these events of a century or two back may appear, and
are in fact to us, as Britous, they are still but of inferior
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. moment, of subordinate interest, when compared with the great
line and majestic march of its genuine hlstory, which is prinici-
pally concerned, in recordipy the struggles for empire, through
a series of ages of the two_grgat powers, Hixpoo and Mauom-
MEDAN. We have seepn apd traced those mighty slruggleq from
the first invasion of India,, by, t.he generals of the ‘Galiph

- Valid in.the eighth ceptury, nearly t| threc hundred ycars before
Ferishta’s histary of the ﬁd,zsnawde soverelg‘ns commences,
and have. brought them regglarlx dqwn to the last drgadful ,
battle of Paniput, illumining and e,xpa,ndmg, as we proceeded,
the parration of Ferishta, by the mlormallon deuved from
Abulfeda, Abulpharagius, A] M:ilkm, erkhoud dl‘ld the native
historians of Gengis, of Timur, ¢f Nadir Shah, ,md Abdallah.

The more ancient of these valuable Persian and Arabian
authors had already been presented to the public, with elegant
Latin versions, by Pocnck, Erpenius, Reiske, Cagnier and other
learned orientalists of the last century; were procured by me
with much dificylty ; at great expense ; and perused with that
attention, which was necessary to pr epare me to write on the
subject of an Asiatic history. For India, in fact, constitatés so
large a portion of Asia, and has been for so many ages the ob-
ject of plunder to the most celebrated warriors of the East, that
its history on the large scale, as well ancient as modern, naturally
embraces a very considerable proportion of that of the conti-
nent on which it stands: The adventurous author therefore,
who engages in that history, must be provided with materials
proportionate to the magnitude and extent of his subject.

Whoeyer will please to consult my list of books expressly
collected for the purpose, and inserted in the first Volume of
Indian Antiquities, (edited so far back as I792) will find these
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authors, besides an infinity of athers searcely less rare or costly,
with the dates of their respective editions, as herg enumcrated.

Historia Regni Grzcorum Bactriani, Auctore J. S. Bayer, .Petropoli, 1738;
Abulfedz Annales Muslemici, Ara). et Lat. 5 tom. Hafmz, 1789,
Abulfaragii Hist Dynast. Arab. et Lat. Pacockii, quarto, ‘ Oxon. 1653

Abnlfaragii Specimen Hist. Arab. Opera Pocockii, quarto, *~ - OGion. 1659.
Al Makin's Hist. Saracenica, Studio Erpanii, quarto, ¢ - ‘Lugd, Bat. 162g.
I_Jlug Beg’s Epochz Celebriores et Chorasmia,. Oxford, 165q.
Abulgazi Bahadur Khan’s Hist. Genealog. des Tartars, octavo,  Leyder s 1126

Maffeii Historia Indica, folio, " Amsterdam, i589.
Abulfedas 'Vita Mohammedis, Studio Joharinis Gagnier, folio, " Oxon. 3923.
Histpria Priorum Regum Persarum, Mirkhond. Vieanz, 1782,
Sherefgddin’s Life of Timur Bec, by M. Petit le Croix, 2 vols. octavg, Lond. 1723.
M. Petit le Croix Hist. of Gengis Khan, octavo, Lond. 1722.
Mirkhond’s History of Persia, octavo, Lend. 1715.
Dr. White’s Institutes of Timur, Persian and Enghsh, quarto, Oxon. 1783.

Almed Arabsaide (Ahmed Arabshah) Vita, et Rerum Gestarum Timuri, Hist.
, Argbicé et Latine, Opgra S. N. Manpger, 3 vols. quartp, Leovardiz, 1767
. A short account of each of these works, and their authors, is

given in the prefatory chapter of the second hook of thi4 his-
tery,* under date A.D. 600, previously te my commencing
the hiatory of the Mahommedan invasions.

-t is not from ostentation that I have ventured to meption
these facts, and appealed to these early and incontrovestible
testimonies of my zcal and diligence, but to vindicate myself
from ‘the charfge brought against me by certain Reviewers, of
baving undertaken to write a history without any knowledge
of the subject. Of however little value my continued labours,
at once injurious to my health, and run ous te my circumstances,
roay appear in certain quarters, my exertions at this period of
the history so forcibly struck Dr. White, the Arabiek psofessor

# See Modern History, Vol, I. p. 168.

-
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at Oxford, that iu a letter addressed to me soon after the pube
lication of my first Volume in 1804, he condescended to encoii-
fage me to proceed, in terms almost too flattering to be repeated.
His very friendly letter concluded with these words, “ Your
Modern History of Hindostan is, in my opinion, a performance
of unrivalted merit. It is at 6hce; most classically elegant, mosf
ttuly judicious, and most highly interesting.”

Thus much for Mussulman and other writers, froth the age
of Mahommed downwards. I agree in opinion with the Re-
viewers, above alluded to, that the Modern History of India
- properly begins at the period of their ¢arliest invasion of that
countty, and the term Classical History of India, which I had
applied to the period terminating with the death of Alexander,
should have been continued down to the birth of the Arabian
impostor. In this division of the work I stand before a higher
tribunal than the Judicature of Bengal, and with confidence,
because I am not canscious of having neglected to take the ads
vantage of any light that could be thrown on the history of
India by classical writers from Herodotus to Gosinas, or of having
omitted to compare their accounts with whatever has been yet
published from Sanscrit sources of information in- Europe.
The cause of this portion of the werk appearing of such
Limited extent and inferior importance, notwithstanding it em-
braces several centuries, arises from this circumstance, that, in
composing it, I adhered closely to historical fact, although, by in-
termingling, as has usually been done by preceding anthors on
India, elaborate descriptions of the arts, the sciences, the civil
and religions institutions of the Indians, with the substance of
the history, I might have swelled this particular portion of
the work to an immense bulk. I had, however, previously in.



[ viii ]

a manner exhausted that subject, and thrown the whole mass
of information derived from that ‘source ‘into the volumes of
Indian Antiquities. This was done at a very early period of
the undertaking by the advice of a Person of very distinguishéd
rank in life and literature, and whose dwn Lectures on Modetni
History, which I attended at Oxford, would, if published,
reflect upon him the highest honour.! It was the decided opi-
nion of this accomplished judge of historical composition, that
I should avoid incumbering the page’ with matter nol immedi-
ately relevant to the history ; but clear my way by throwing
every thing of that kind, arrhnged under their proper heads,
into previous disserlations, which readers might consult at their
pleasure. ‘* If you do not this,” added he, * you may depend
upon it your book will lose half its interest, and will probably
be condemned to moulder on the shelves of your bookseller.”
This advice gave birth in my mind to the first idea of com-
posing the Indian Antiquities, and if the public have been at
all gratified by that publication, they are indebted for that
gratification to the present Right Honourable and léarned
Judge of the Admiralty Court. This advice was obligitgly
accompauied. by a list of subscribers (o the intended publica-
tion of the very first rank in literature, among whom were Mr.
Windham and Sir Joshua Reynolds. Shortly after, the gen-
tleman mentioned in Sir William Jones's letter, Mr. Boughton
Rouse, brought me another splendid list of names, with the
great Edmund Burke at their head, with the addition of some
friendly hints from Mr. Burke, upon which I also improved.s-

® Mr. Burke, among other things, objected to the title of my book, which at first
ran thus, ¢ The History of Hindostan, Sanscreet and Classical, rrRoM- THE BirTH
©or Branma.” I explained my meaning to him afterwards in a personal con-



[ix]

On this interesting subject of the highly flattering encourage.
ment, afforded to this work at its commencement, as I am not
likely very soon to appear again as an historian, before the
public, I must beg permission to be a little more diffuse.

The anarchical and turbulent times in which these volumes
successively made their appearance must ever be remembered,
nor is the danger perhaps yet entirely over. They were deemed
important towards checking the progress of Gallic scepticism,
which had erected on the debateable ground of India, and its
presumed unfathomable antiquity, its ‘loftiest standard of defi-
ance; and had they not been checked, that ambitious nation
would, by this time, probably have planted standards there of

a more permanent, they could not of a more fatal, kind. Ani-
mated by the genuine spirit of patriotism, several of the greatest
and best men of the age stood forward to belriend my infant

undertaking. Among these it ‘would be the basest ingratitude
to omit mentioning a ‘third list, which rapldly followed, the
spontaneous generosity of the honourable and evér to be lamented
Mr. Elliot, brother-in-law of Mr. Prrr, with the respected name
of that great statesman, Mr. Thelluson, Mr. Thornton, and some
others; a fourth still more numerous, of the nght Honourable
Henry Addington, at that time Speaker of the House of Com-
mons ; the munificent goodness of Earls Spencer, Carysfort, and
several other noblemen ; and the continued friendly offices of the
Editors of the British Critic. Nor will the pride of virtuous and
gratified ambition permit me to be silent in regard to the

ference, that the Hindoos had various systems of the cosmogony, but that the pre-
sent was the ¢ Lotos Creation,” that is to say, our system commenced at the epoch
when Brahma burst from the egg recumbent upon the Lotos that floated on the pri-
mordial waters. He was still dissatisfied, and said, ¢ it would appear affecred.” I
instantly, therefore, expunged the obnoxious words.

C



fx}]

honourable public testimonies in my favour of the learned, but
still unknown author of the Pursuits of Literature; of that ex-
cellent scholar and prelate the Lord Bishop of Lincoln, in his
Elements of Christian Theology ; and that still more substantial
proof of desert, the LETTER sent by the late venerable Archbishop
of Canterbury, and that most eminent and able judge of classical
excellence, the late Earl of Rosslyn, to the East India Directors,
in the most express terms recommending my undertaking to
the patronage of the Court.

As this was the only instance ever known of such an appli-
cation in favour of an individual to a great Commercial Com-
pany by two such distinguished characters, the one at the head
of the Church, and the other of the Law of this country, my
hopes were naturally raised to a high pitch; and though by
the result not fully gratified, they were not wholly disappointed !
I beg respectfully (o state, that I still encourage hopes, from the
Justice and liberality of the Company, that the Letter in ques-
tion, which still stands on their books, may finally obtain for my
advancing years, some more ample remuneration than it was
thought proper at that time to grant, (200/.) towards the comple-
tion of a work which, with the maps and engravings that illus-
trate it, has cost many thousands. Nearly twenty years of the
best portion of life have been consumed in the composition of
this work, and nearly the whole of a not very extensive income
'has been devoted to its completion, during a series.of years in
which, unfortunately for me, all the materials of printing have
gradually advanced to treble their value at the period of its
commencement.

But retrospects are unavailing ; it is now completed, and on
the comprehensive plan upon which I proposed to execute it,
consisting of, 1, THE ANCIENT IND14, in two volumes, quartp,




[ xi]

with eighteen illustrative engravings. 2. Tue MobperN INDIA,
also in two quarto volumes, together with this Supplement, and
‘a coloured map of India, by Arrowsmith, according to its latest
divisions. And lastly, though first published, Tue INDIAN
ANTIQUITIES, in seven volumes, octavo, with thirty engravings
on quarto plates. This latter work, I must again observe, is an
essential appendage to the Ancient India; the contents of those
volumes must be considered as illustrations of that work,* and it
ought properly to have appeared in a quarto form, to bind up
uniformly with the volumes with which they are so inseparably
connected.

That a work of this magnitude and extent, and in its early
portions so abstruse and intricate, should have been accom-
plished by an individual, not only unassisted, but pertinaciously
obstructed, amidst increasing difficulty and unmerited obloquy,
will, by all considerate persons, be thought of as it deserves.
However neglected by the present age, when party rage and
jealous competition shall be extinguished in the grave, posterity
will do justice to my page; and to posterity I appeal with the
confidence of a man who has, at least endeavoured to merit the
applause of his country.

® It may be agreeable to ome of the encouragers of this work, to know that an
effort of that kind was, some time ago, made ; but from the enormous expence
attending it, the project was relinquished, when one large volume, elegantly printed
by Bulmer, and comprehending nearly thrce of the octavo volumes, was completed.
The whole now remains in that imperfect state, in Mr. Faulder’s possession.






SUPPLEMENT

TO THE

HISTORY OF MODERN INDIA.

Retrospective moral View of Events in the preceding Reign.—
Dreadful Battle between the Sultans Mauzim and Azem.—
Mauzim victorious, Azem killed—the former ascends the Throne
by the name of BAHADUR SHAH.— The new Emperor marches into
Deccan, where his younger Brother, Sultan KaMBUKksH, had taken
up arms to oppose him.— A Battle ensues, and KAMBUKSH is slain.
—Origin and History of the Seiks.—The Emperor marches
against them; is taken suddenly ill, and dies after a short Reign
of six years.—Succeeded by JEHANDER SHAH, a weak effeminate
Prince, deposed by the SEYDs.—~FURRUKSEER, who granted their
FIRMAUN to the English East India Company, deposed and mur-
dered by the same Omrahs.—RAFFEIH AL DIRJAT shares the same
melancholy Fate.~RAFFEIH AL DowLAT, an Infant, escapes a
violent, by a natural, Death.—MAHOMMED SHAH vanquishes the
SEYDs, and restores the imperial Authority.

Tue very singular fact of Aurungzeb having been treated at
various periods of his reign with the same marked disobedience
as a father, and the same disloyalty, as a sovereign, hy four out
of his five sons, which Shah Jehan had experienced from himself,
is a circumstance that exhibits a memorable proof of the just
dispensations of , divine Providence. Mahommed, engaged in
open rebellion, perished at Gualior. Mauzim, repeatedly im-
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plicated in rebellious projects, was imprisoned for six years in
Deccan, and had just obtained his liberty when Gemelli visited
Aurungzeb’s camp in 1695. Fear probably dictated his being
sent to Cabul, and kept at as great a distance as possible from the
Presence. Akber, the beloved Akber, still more keenly wounded
the feelings of his father, by joining the forces of Sambajee, his
bitterest enemy! He fled to Ispahan and died there in the year
preceding the death of his father.* Azem had plotted with his
relative the King of Visiapore, previous to the final conquest of
that kingdom ; but being restored to favour, had ever after
maintained unshaken loyalty and affection. Kambuksh, too, the
youngest, was deeply infected with the ambition of his brothers,
but being yet young, had committed no open act of disloyalty
against his father. The preceding pages display to us a dreadful
picture of crimes and consequent punishment; and hold up an
awful lesson to filial ingratitude and disobedience. :
The same indomitable spirit of ambition that led his father to
spurn at a divided empire, induced Sultan Azem immediately to
commence his march for Agra and Delhi, where he hoped to
seize the imperial treasures; nor would he listen to the very
generous overtures made him by his elder brother towards an
accommodation. A long and severe imprisonment had taught
the latter, during his father’s life time, the useful doctrine of
disguising his sentiments ; and one of his own‘nobles, Eradut
Khan, declares it to have been universally reported, under the
sanction of the prince himself, that rather than harass the king-
dom by new contentions for imperial honours, he would retire
into Persia. The jealous Emperor’s death, having freed him
from restraint, Mauzim also, without delay began his march
from Cabul for Delhi and Agra ; and by the strenuous exertions

® This fact is asserted in Scott’s Deccan, vol, ii. p. 122.
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of his wise and faithful minister, Monauim Khan, in whose praises
our author is lavish, every means of expeditious advance being
rapidly prepared, the treasures both of Delhi and Agra, that had
been collecting since the time of Akber, were fortunately secured
to him who, as the elder son, seemed to have the greatest claim
to them, ¢ treasures that might enable him to support, if he chose,
all the troops to be levied in the empire.””*

The rival armies met at the river Chambul, which Mauzim
had placed in his rear, and seldom in India have two such mighty
hosts appeared in arms against each other. That of Mauzim con~
sisted of 170,000 horse and 150,000 foot, goco elephants, and
gooo pieces of cannon ;4 and that of Azem was little inferior ;
but it will be recollected that the two princes shared between
them the collective forces of the empire, and with the followers
and attendants their armies together must have amounted to a
million. The battle was fought on the gth of June 1707, and
maintained with an obstinacy equal to the importance of the con-
test. In fact, the princes fought for the sovereignty of an empire,
at that time in extent and wealth unrivalled ; their attendants for
their aLL. Most of the great Omrahs who had served under
Aurungzeb displayed their standards in the line of Mahommed
Azem, and the greater part of them fell, together with the two
elder sons of Azem. Nevertheless, Azem stood his ground until
he was left with only 6ooo horse, which were surrounded by ten
times the number, when, to avoid the disaster of captivity, and
the remembrance of this fatal day, he stabbed himself to the

® Memoirs of Eradut Khan, p. 42.

t These numbers may appeat improbable, but they are stated to have been of
this vast amount both by Orme and Fraser. (Orme’s Fragments, p. 307. Fraser’s
Nadir Shah, p. 39.) - That of the elephants is least credible, as scarcely half of the
number ever appeared at one time in the field.
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heart with his poniard. No victory could be more decisive, and
Mauzim immediately mounted the throne, and was proclaimed
Emperor by the assumed name of BARADUR SHAH, which he had
taken before he left Cabul.

Vengeance, however, still cried from the ground on account
of the accumulated murders of Aurungzeb, and another victim
was yet demanded from his family to satisfy omnipotent justice.
It has been already stated, that a few days before his death he
had dispatched Kambuksh ¢ his son, nearest to his heart,” being
his youngest, and by his favourite Circassian wife, to Visiapore,
and his will enjoins that he shall not be molested, if he rested
content with that Soubah and Golconda ; a third portion certainly,
and not the least abundant in riches, of his immense empire.
Kambuksh, however, inflamed with even more ardour than his
brother Azem for independence, immediately on his arrival at
his government, ordered himself to be proclaimed Emperor in
the Kootba, or public prayers, and coins to be struck in his own
© name, the decided token of royal distinction. Hurried away by
ambition and all the headstrong passions of youth, his conduct is
represented by our historian as almost bordering on insanity; on
the slightest suspicion devoting to tortures and even to death the
most beautiful women of his haram, his most tried friends, and
his most faithful servants.* Notwithstanding this intemperate
conduct of Kambuksh, as he was the beloved son of Aurungzeb,

" and invested by that prince himself with the southern govern-

ments, the most powerful nobles of Deccan, whether Mussulmans
or Hindoos, at’first enlisted under his banners ; but his perse-
verance in these atrocious measures soor lost him their support,
and the greater part of them retired in disgust to their own
districts, where they fortified themselves in the best manner

® Memoirs of Eradut Khan, p. 31.
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they were able till this contest for the throne should be de-
cided. :

Taking advantage of the distracted state of public affairs
about this-time, also, many of the Rajapouts began to manifest
symptoms of disaffection. Indignation at the unrelenting se-
verity with which both their religion and themselves had been
treated by Aurungzeb still burned in their bosoms, and they
panted to retaliate on the race of Timur the series of injuries
under which they had groaned for so many ages. Powerfully
impelled by these circumstances, the new Emperor commenced
his march for Deccan at the head of an army superior in number
by 100,000 men to that which had accompanied his father thi-
ther ; all the princes of the empire and a vast concourse of
nobility attending in_his train. Kambuksh had left Visiapore,
and encamped at Hyderabad, and Bahadur, anxious to reclaim
his brother without having recourse to arms would advance no
farther than Aurungabad, -whence he wrote to him letters,
couched in the most importunate and affectionate terms, request-
ing that, if possible, their differences might be adjusted, without
the shedding of any more fraternal blood. In addition to the
two provinces he offered to confer upon him the Nizamut of the
Deccan, with unlimited authority in the south, the revenues of
all which united, he observed, were equal to half of the revenues
of the empire itself. He concluded by declaring that if he as-
sented to this generous proposal he would, after paying a visit

" to the hallowed tomb of their father, return with all his forces

to Hindostan.* .

Callous to all the kindness, and deaf to all the remonstrances
of his brother, Kambuksh continued his preparations for war
with increased activity and vigonr. Independently of the natural

& Memoirs of Eradut Khan, p. 34

VOL. II. sT
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impetuosity of his disposition, which disposed him for war rather
than peace, he was induced by some religious impostors who had
found their way into his court, to believe that destiny had decreed
him the empire; and that, in urging his claims, though millions
opposed him in battle, he would be invincible. His enthusiastic
confidence in the venal predictions of these hypocritical fakeers
urged him on to the field, and though deserted by all the Omrashs
of ancient family and military renown, who were disgusted with
his folly, his tyranny, and his insane reveries, the rash prince,
with scarcely twenty thousand men, resolved to risque a general
engagement, opposed to an army of ten times that ameunt.
Bahadur, finding every effort towards reconciliation meffec-
tual, had now advanced within twelve coss of Hyderabad, but
still anxious to avoid coming to extremities, employed his faithful
Vizier Monauim Khan, by large bribes, and the assurance of the
Emperor’s forgiveness and favour, to detach from him the few
- chiefs who yet lingered in his train. His principal generais,

Rustum Dill Khan, Syef Khan, and even his foster-brother,
Meer Mulling, had resolved to come over, and embrace the
protection thus offered ; but Kambuksh having gained intel-
]jgen'oe of their intended flight, had them all seized and put to
death on the same day and hour, and confiscated their effects.
Scarce]y ten thousand iroops now remained with him, and those
of the worst Deccan horse, mutinous for pay, and more zeslous
to plunder their master, than attack the enemy : at the head of
this rabble he marched out of Hyderabad, and encamped on a
plain three coss from it, in sight of the imperial army.

With difficulty the amiable Emperor restrained his myriads
from that assault which must in an instant have overwhelmed
his unfortunate brother ; but Zoolfeccar, who had not been used
to this kind of warfare, and who had long cherished an enmity
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against the misgmided prince, determiined to. put an end to- it
by swrrounding and seizing himi With these intentions, but
without imparting them to the Emperor, he- asked and ob-
tamed permission to reconnoitwe the enemy, and took- care to
have with him a detachment sufficiently strong to effect his
puepose: without the risque of a battle. Kambuksh, however,.
on the approach of this force, although treble the amount.
of that under his command, immediately prepared for action,.
butt was almost instantly deserted by his cowardly bands, who
toock to flight in every direction. A few personal attendants:
alone remained with the infatuated prince, and from- the centre
of these, seated on his elephant, with his bow and arrows he
dealt destruction on the surrounding foe. Irritated by his obsti~
nate and frantic defence, the assailants-discharged several arrows
at: him, till at length he sunk down on his seat through loss of.
blood, was taken prisoner, and carried to- the imperial tents,,
where; pale and bleeding, he was placed on.a bed adjoining thes
royal apartments. An affecting scene now' toek place. The.
Emperor with benignity and compassion in. his looks; and at-
tended: by his sons, entered and endeavoured: to- soothe and.
console him by every expression of affectionate concern: He.
remained for a long. time sullen, and silent ; and theugh the phy--
sicians and suvgeons of the household: attended, he obstinately
refused: to have: his wounds dressed; though earnestly solicited:
both by- his majesty and his sons. They were mortal, however;,
and no aid could:have availed him. To a variety of questions,.
put to- him- with- much tender solicitude by his nephews; he re-
" tumed: answers neither’ kind; nor conciliating. He seemed to’
think their: presence and- theip queries:an intrusion on his: dying;
moments. At length, taming: to the Emperor, he said,  there: .
are in a casket upon.my elephant some valuahble jewels of our
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father and my own, of which I beg your majesty’s acoceptance.”
After this, he grew faint, and languished in silence till nine at
night, when he expired without a groan.

Thus perished the youngest and favourite son of Aurungzeb
the victim of that ambition, and probably also of that supersti-
tion, which he inherited from his father. Aurungzeb in the letter
to him before cited evidently alludes to his headstrong turbulent
disposition, which he in vain endeavoured to restrain. In other
respects he is said to have been a very accomplished prince. He
had an excellent memory, was familiar with the. authors, and.
elegantly wrote the dialects, of Asia. " But his passions at times
were so boisterous as to disorder his understanding, and he fell
.a victim to their ungovernable fury.

Having thus successfully concluded the war with his brother,
and having paid his devoirs at the tomb of Aurungzeb, at
Hyderabad, Bahadur resolved to turn his arms against the
Rajapouts, who from the long absence of the imperial troops
were in a state bordering on rebellion. The two chiefs of that
unconquerable nation had recently strengthened their alliance by
an intermarriage ; the Rajah Jey Sing having espoused the
daughter of Ajeet Sing ; and every circumstance seemed to fore-
bode the renewal of those hostilities that devastated India in the
reign of Aurungzeb. Just on the eve of this dreadful flame
breaking out circumstances arose that imperiously demanded
the Emperor’s presence in a very distaut,quarter~ of the empire,
and it became necessary to postpone for a time the vengeance.
about to be poured on the determined enemies of the house of
Timur. Intelligence about this time arrived that the SEiks had
risen in the north in great force, and were ravaging without con-
troul the whole country from the Indus to the Jumna. Of this
skcT and NATION, which about this period first began to be
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formidable, the following sunimary account from an authenuc
source may be acceptable to the reader.

The.SEIks are a tribe of Hindoos, who profess to WOl‘Shlp one
Invisible Being, omnipotent, omnipresent, and whom they con-
sider as degraded by any similitude or images. In truth, both in
theory and practice,.they are pure theists. They are descended
from one NANEEK of the Kattry or war-cast, who flourished in
the province of Lahore towards. the close of the 15th century,
and who from his eminent piety, and superior talents, was reve-
renced as a sort of prophet among them. Their Gooroos, or
chiefs, of which-they enumerate a long succession, seem also to.
have been invested with a character both sacred and military,
as was anciently the case among many eastern people ; at once
priests and soldiers. Like the present Hindoos, they are per-
fectly tolerant in matters of faith ; though unlike them the Seiks
" admit of proselytes, which is doubtless one reason of their rapid
increase as a people ; since proselytes are made without any
other ceremony than an oath, binding them to civil and religious
obedience. They abhor, however, the multiplicity of idols dis-
played in their temples, even though attempted to be apologized
for under the mild denomination of the attributes of the deity per-
sonified. The sacred volumes that contain their theological doc~
trines are written partly in Sanscreet, and partly in a character
invented by Naneek himself.* ‘

For a long period, equally inoffensive in their tenets and
blameless in their manners, they remained undisturbed by the
Mahommedan governors of Lahore and Multan, where they
principally abounded ; but their numbers vastly increasing, espe-
cially during the latter period of th¢ rei?ﬁ of Aurungzeb, and

¢ See Mr. Wilkihs’s account of the SE1ks in Asiatic Rescarches, vol. i. p. 289.
Calcutta edition. o
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with their numbers their power, during the long absenee in: Deccan
of the imperial army ; in short, a religious sect becoming gxa-
dually conwexted into a nation of warriors, hardy from their
climate, mounted o fleet horses, and: pamting for independence,
it was. absolutely necessary to adopt the most instantaneous and
vigorous measures for their reduction. Under their present
Gooroo or chief, they had extended their ravages on both bamks
of the Jumna, and the inhabitants. of Delhi itself were struck with
consternation. Filled with implacable hatred against the Ma~
hommedans, and with detestation of their religious: principles,.
they every where insulted and plundered them; levelling their
mosques, and burning their palaces. The governor of Sirhind.
at the head of the provincial troops had: marched against the:
marauders, but had been defeated and killed. Their wide de-
vastations and cruel excesses, the result of both political and
religious rancour, were only to be checked by the Emperar in
person, and thevefore, for the present, compromising matters in.
the best manner possible with the Rajapout chiefs, and having
conferred' on Zoolfeccar the vice-royalty of Dececan, who go~
verned it by deputy, he hastened northward with all his ferces.
Passing by Agra and Delhi, without entering either of those:
capitals, he in a short time arrived at Sirhind, where the rebels.
were colleeted in. great force. On.the approach, however, of
the imperial army they retired to Daber, the oniginal residence:
of their chief, where they fortified themselves as strongly as
possible. Daber is situated on the summit of a resky mountain,
and round it, at different heights, the greatest part of the rebel
army had encamped, secure as they thought amidst its rugged
precipices and frightful cavities that seemed to forbid the ap=
proach of an enemy.. The Emperor stationed his army around
the foot of the mountain, and resolved to lie inactive for some
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time before the enemy, in the hope of rendering them confident,
and tempting them to risque an engagement. The ardour of the
Mogul troops frustrated his intention, for the Vizier having ob-
tained permission with a considerable detachment to reconnoitre
the enemy’s position, although positively forbidden to make an
assamlt, yet being extremely galled by the fire from the cannon
of the fort, as well as by the discharge of rockets and musquetry,
both gemeral and soldiers became to the last degree irritated,
rushed on émpetuously to the attack, clambered up the most.
difficult heights, penetrated the deepest defiles, and drove the
astonished enemy before them with the greatest rapidity under
the very walls of the fort. Here, firmly concentrated, the rebel
bands made a desperate resistance, and night coming on only
suspended, but did not terminate, the contest. It was renewed
with the earliest dawn ; and the remainder of the army having
now, by exertions equally laborious, joined their valiant com-
rades, a dreadful and general slaughter commenced, no mercy
being shewn to wretches who had evinced none. They were
cut off to 2 man. The fort was afterwards taken by storm, and
all within it also put to death; but the wily Gooroo, who knew
the intricate windings of the hills among which Daber is situated,
disguised like a Yogee, had made his escape in the night, and
fled by a secret path to the snowy mountains. The Vizier who
had vowed to bring him dead or alive, to the Emperor, as some
atonement for his disobedience of orders, was so mortified by the
disappointment as well as by the cold reception of his sovereign,
after deeds of valour that deserved so warm an one, that he
shortly after fell ill, and is supposed to have died of a broken
heart.® ‘ :

The terrible example thus made of so large a portion of their

® Memoirs of Exadut Khan, p. 64.
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from which time he had courted alternately Raffeh and Jehaun
Shah. On this occasion, he swore to assist the three brothers
"in effecting the destruction of Azem Ooshawn, and make
an equal division of the empire and royal treasures among
them.* :
This ameer al omrah was Zoolfecar Khan, whom we have
seen fighting under the banners of his protector Aurungzeb,
leading his armies to victory, and now his grand-children to
slaughter in furious contest, which, instead of inflaming, he ought
to have repressed ; a contest in which tbree out of the four are
doomed to perish. The particulars are given at length in Eradut
Khan, but are too long to be detailed here : they are summarily
as follows. Azem Ooshawn being in the possession of the im-
perial treasures, as well as those which he had brought from
Bengal, hoped to secure the throne by bribery. Instead, therefore,
_of coming to immediate action with his brothers, he intrenched
himself in his camp, and suffered them at the outset by his inac-
tion to gain very important advantages over him. He s at length
compelled to engage them, is deserted by his troops, and sinks
down cevered with wounds, upon his elephant, in which sitaation
the elephant, frantic from the anguish of its own wounds, hurries
him off the field, and both are supposed to have perished in the
rapid stream of the Rauvi, which washes Lahore. Jehaun Shah,
by whose skill and bravery, principally, aided by Zoolfecar, the
ba‘tle was gained, now calls upon Zoolfecar to perform his
plighted promise of equitably dividing the empire and the trea-
sures, declaring himself ready to submit to his decision. Faithless
to that promise, Zoolfecar had privately resolved to seat Jehaundar
on the throne without a rival, ¢ as he was a weak prince, fond of
his pleasures, averse from business, and consequently best suited

® Memoirs of Eradut Khan, p. 6.
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to the purpase of a minister ambitious of uncontrelled power,"
‘With this view, he, on various pretences, delays making a divi-
sion of the treasure, and at length openly avows his intentions
in favour of Jehaundar. A second battle ensues, in which Jehaun
Shah is killed by a musket shot while fighting against a host of
foes headed by the traitor Zoolfecar. His son, a prince finely
accomplished, who sat behind him on the same elephant, de-
scended and fought with his scymeter, till he could stand no
longer, and then sunk down, weltering in his blood !

There now remained no other rivals for the empire than
Jehaundar, and Raffeh Ooshawn. As Zoolfecar, during the life
of the late Emperor, had been under the greatest obligations to
the latter, he made no doubt of himself being the decided object
‘of his choice for the vacant throne. Zoolfecar, however, re-
mained firm to the interest of Jehaundar; a third battle was
fought, in which Raffeh Ooshawn met in the field with the same
shameful desertion and ingratitude, which had been fatal to his
brothers, and he died with their lion-like courage. “ The un-
happy prince,” says our histarian, « surrounded by his enemi¢s
on all sides, regarding the honour and reputation of the family
of Timur, notwithstanding his delicacy and seeming effeminate
softness, threw himself from his elephant, and, drawing the
SABRE OF GLORY FROM THE SCABBARD OF HONOUR, fought singly
on foot against thousands of assailants. But what could he effect,
fighting singly against so many? He was scon hewed down
with repeated wounds, and resigned his breath to him who gave
" jt. Jehaundar Shah now sounded the march of victory and un-
rivalled empire. He permitted the mangled bodies of his mar-
tyred and more worthy brothers to be kept three days on the
field of battle, exposed to public view, They were afterwards
conveyed to Delhi, and interred without ceremony or pomp, in
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the mausoleum of the emperor Humaioon, the general receptacle
of the murdered princes of the imperial family. 'The mausolea
which they had erected for themselves, near the tombs of their
favourite saints, of marble, jasper, and other rich stones, were
“bestowed on the minions of Lall Koor, a public dancer, and mis-
tress to the weak Jehaundar Shah.”* .

JEHAUNDAR SHAH.

The perfidious Zoolfecar having now exalted his imperial
puppet beyond the power of a rival, assumed the chief adminis-
tration of affairs, and acted in the most cruel and tyrannical
manner; degrading and putting to death the ancient nobility,
and plundering the opulent without mercy. Nurtured in the
school of war, accustomed to deeds of daring ferocity, when so
long opposed to the Mahrattas in the mountains of Gaut, and
the dauntless bands of Rajapouts, combating for life and religion
in the deserts of Ajmere, he brought into the cabinet all the
turbulent ambition of the soldier, and ruled only by the sword.
His principal aim seemed to be to heap up immense masses of
wealth, not to bestow in generous munificence on the friendless
‘and destitute, but to glut the eye, and fill the grasp of insatiable
avarice ; for even his sycophant dependents suffered the pressure
of poverty, and though he conferred titles on many, he allowed
jaghires to none. All orders and descriptions of men, the rich
whom he had robbed, and the poor whom he had trampled,
Hindoos and Mussulmans, alike sent up their prayers to heaven
for the downfall of Zoolfecar.

With respect to Jehaundar himself, he was a dlsgrace to the
name of monarch, and to the house of Timur. With intellects

-little superior to those of an ideot, indolent in his habits, and
effeminate in his person; so that his treasury was kept full

* * Memoirs of Eradut Khan, p. 79.
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‘which was artfully contrived by the extortions of Zoolfecar, and
was one end of them; so that his table was supplied with the
choicest dainties, and his haram well stored with Circassian wo-
men, he was indifferent to the concerns of ‘government. ¢ He
‘made,” as Eradut Khan indignantly exclaims,  the vast empire of
'Hindostan an offering to the foolish whims of a public courtezan.
The relations, friends and minions of the mistress, usurped abso-
lute authority in the state; and high offices, great titles, and
unreasonable grants from the imperial domains, were showered
-profuscly on beggarly musicians. Two crores of rupees, that is,
two millions sterling, annually, were settled for the household
expences of the mistress only,exclusive of her clothes and jewels.
"The emperor frequently rode with her in a chariot through the
markets, where they purchased, agreeably to caprice, sometimes
jewels, gold, silks, and fine linen ; at others, greens, fruits, and
‘the most trifling articles. A woman named Zohera, keeper of
a green-stall, one of Lall Koor’s particular friends, was promoted
to a high rank, with a suitable jaghire, and her relations exalted
to the emperor’s favour, which they used to promote the interests
of the courtiers, for large bribes : nor did the nobility decline
their patronage, but forgetting their honour, and sacrificing de-
cency to present advantage, eagerly flocked to pay adoration to
the royal idols, whose gates were more crowded with equipages
'in genieral than those of the imperial palace. The ridiculous jaunts
of the emperor and his mistress at last grew to such a height,
that on a certain night, after spending the day in debauchery,
and visiting different gardens near the city, in company with
Zohera the herb-woman, they retired to the house of one of her
“acquaintance who sold spirits, with which they all became intox-
icated, After rewarding the woman with a large s\um;' and the
grant of a village, they returned in a drunken plight to the palace,
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‘and all three fell asleep on the road. On their arrival, Lall Koor
was taken out by her women ; but the emperor remained sleep-
ing in the chariot, and the driver, who had shared in the jollity
of his royal master, without examining the machine, carried it to
the stables. The officers of the palace, after waiting till near
morning for his arrival, on finding that the mistress had entered
her apartments without the Emperor, were alarmed for his safety,
and sent to her to enquire concerning his situation. She desired
them immediately to examine the coach, where they found the
wretched prince fast asleep in the arms of Zohera, at the distance
of nearly two miles from the palace.”*

Compared with the high and dignified deportment on the
Mogul throne, of the more virtuous sovereigns of the race of
Timur, how infinitely degrading was this conduct in one of that
illustrious line | There can scarcely exist a doubt but that Zool-
fecar, who must have despised this silly pageant of his usurped
‘authority, only suffered him to fill that throne until he oould by
heaping up sufficient wealth raise an army to secure it for himself.
His own conduct, however, though in a different line, was equally
disgusting,and a powerful party of discontented Omrahs were act-
ing in secret to undermine both the silly monarch and his guilty
minister. At the head of this party were two nobles, brothers, of
uncommon wealth and influence, called Seyd Abdollah Kbhan,
.and Seyd Hossan Khan. They had both been firmly attached
to, and had faithfully served, the late Emperor, whose son, Azem
Ooshawn had rewarded them, the former with the government
of Allahabad, and the latter with the province of Bahar. On his
death and the consequent troubles they had both raised, with the
.imperial revenues, considerable bodies of troops, as well for their
own safety as that of the countries they governed: at least, such

® Memoirs of Eradut Khan, p. 83.
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was their pretence. Their known attachment, however, to Azem
Ooshawn, and his father rendering their motives for arming
suspected, Jehaundar Shah had appointed another governor to
Allahabad, whom Abdollah had opposed, defeated, and driven
back. One only son survived to Ooshawn, named Furrukseer,
who resided in Bengal, and to him the eyes of the dissatisfied’
omrahs of Delhi were turned. The chiefs above-mentioned,
whose resentment the court by subsequent favours had in vain
endeavoured to appease, heartily joined in the projected revolu-
tion, and united their forces to raise Furrukseer to that throne
which his father had lost. The standard of rebellion being thus
raised in Bengal, multitudes daily flocked to it, and the prince,
accompanied by the Seyds, moved towards Agra amidst the
acclamations of an indignant people, who were filled with equal
detestation at an ideot king, and a sanguinary minister.

At the height of his abused authority, and in the midst of his
debaucheries, a report being suddenly propagated at Delhi that
Furrukseer was in full march for the capital, with intent to revenge
his father’s death, and seize the throne, the whole court was
struck with consternation. The great power and wealth of the
Seyds too were well known, and firmauns containing additional
grants and mighty promises were dispatched without delay, to
secure their loyalty, or if engaged in the rebel cause, to detach
them from it. Their choice, however, was irrevocably fixed. A
body of the imperial troops being put in motion, the ameer al
omrah fearing to leave the whole power in the hands of his
enemies, refused to take the command of them; and at length,
in the distracted councils of the moment, it was resolved to place
at the head of them, Aiz ap DikeN, eldest son of Jehaundar
Shah, quite a youth, under the tutelage of Dowran Khan, and
other officers, not much more experienced than himself. On the
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army’s arrival at Agra it received considerable reinforcements,
but nct of the most formidable description of soldiers; and the
march was continued to Kidgwa, where the great battle before
described betwcen Aurungzeb and Sultan Sujah was fought. At
this spot Furrukseer and the two Seyds had previously arrived
“with an army consisting of about 70,000 horse and foot, mostly
adventurers, and hoping to benefit themselves by a revolution.
Abdollah Khan, accompanied by some other officers, going out
early the next morning to reconnoitre the enemy’s position, was
attacked by a party of royalists, which brought on a partial action,
and afterwards a cannonade on both sides, which lasted till even-
ing; and at midnight the young prince and his general, Dowran,
magnanimously fled in a woman’s covered pallankin, nor stopped
till they arrived at Agra. In the morning, when the army found
themselves deserted by their chief, the greater part enlisted under
the_banners of Furrukseer ; and the rest disbanded. On receiv-
ing intelligence of this disaster, Jehaundar took the field in person,
and moved towards Agra, where a large army was soon collected
by a lavish expenditure of the royal treasures that had been ac-
cumulating there from the time of Shah Jehan. Formidable by
their numbers, and not deficient in valour and discipline, for many
of them were veteran soldiers, and had fought under Aurungzeb,
if attachment to the royal cause-had not been wanting, they pro-
bably would have triumphed over the insurgents; but the great
Omrahs had for the most part been disgusted by the absurd and
tyrannical conduct of the court, and, when the two armies at
length met on the banks of the Jumna, the contest was neither
long nor arduous. Zoolfecar, indeed, at the head of a few de-
termined battalions, displayed his usual courage as a man, and
his abilities asa commander ; but the great body of the army was .
soon broken by the resolute and repeated charges of the Seyds,
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and Furrukseer in person, who pierced through to their artil-
lery, near which Jehaundar had taken his station, but which was
deserted as they approached. The terrified Emperor imme- -
diately sought safety in flight, and disappearing from his elephant, -
the route became general and complete. Amidst this scene of
dismay and confusion, the ameer-al-omrah bravely stood his
ground till darkness covered the field ; he then slowly retired to
S8haw Gunge, near the city, where he remained till midnight,
dispatching messengers on all sides in search of the Emperor, in
the hope, if he could be found, of rallying the troops, and renew-
ing the attack the next morning. Jehaundar however was not
to be found, and Zoolfecar, with the remainder of the army,
marched towards Delhi. Thither, also, Furrukseer with his vic~
torious army, immediately directed his progress, and was, by his
two protectors, elevated to the throne of Timur. The wretched
Jehaundar was afterwards taken, having in vain disguised him-
self by shaving off his beard and whiskers, and was strangled in
prison. Thus every one of the four brothers, who had ccn-
tended for the empire, fell in his turn the victim of that insatiable
ambition which had been the oocasion of so profusely shedding
the blood of the race of Timur; and, in the end, Zoolfecar
himself, the fomenter of their disputes, miserably perished by
the same fatal bow-string. As ‘a public example, at once, of
imperial imbecility, and of great abilities prostituted to the basest
purposes, their bodies were afterwards tied together, and with
their heads downwards, slung across an elephant, in which con-
dition they were exposed to public view, when the new Emperor
made his triumphal entry into Delhi.* |
¢ Memoirs of Eradut Khan, page final.
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FURRUKSEER.

Furrukseer, often written Feroksere, grandson of Bahadur,
and great grandson of Aurungzeb, being firmly seated on the
throne, appointed Abdollah Seyd his Vizier, and raised his brother
Hossam to the rank of Ameer al Omrah. Fora long time these
powerful nobles, as well on account of :their distinguished
stations in the realm, as of the weight of obligation by which
Furrukseer was bound to them, were suffered to have the sole
administration of public affairs. Like their predecessors however
in power, in every age and country, they grossly abused this
delegated authonty, and Furrukseer too soon found himself
fettered by even more oppressive bonds than Jehaundar himself.
Although not of brilliant abilities, he possessed a mind far more
vigorous than the dethroned monarch, and by separating the
brothers, he hoped to weaken their power and influence in the
state. As, therefore, during the desolating wars that had re-
cently taken place between the sons and the grandsons of
Aurungzeb the Rajapouts, and in particular, the Maharajah him-
self, Ajeet Sing, sovereign of Marwar, had been guilty of the
most daring “acts of rebellion, levelling the mosques, and re-
erecting the temples of the Hindoo deities, destroyed by Au-
rungzeb, it was proposed that Seyd -Hossain, the brother most
experienced in arms, should march against the insurgents at the
head of the imperial troops. The project was seen through by
the sagacious Seyds, for they well knew that a secret combination
" of courtiers, headed by one Meer Jumla, a worthless minion, in
high favour with the Emperor, was formed against them’; but a
full confidence in.the strength of their own party, added to the
pressing necessity which existed, that some exertion should be
made to crush the Rajapout rebellion, induced Hossain to consent
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to the acceptance of the command. By a policy equally despi-
cable and ruinous, eneouragement was secretly given, from court
to Ajeet to persevere in his resistance to the imperial army, sent
to subdue him, in order that Hossain might be detained as long
as possible in that region; but Hossain, who received frequent
letters from his brother, with intelligence of the proceedings of
the opposite faction at Delhi, informing him that they were about
to imprison them, and intreating his speedy return, carﬁed on the
war with such decisive spirit and vigour against the enemy, as
quickly compelled them to sue for quarter. The terms of peace
were the immediate payment of a large peshcush, the daughter
of Ajeet, to be given in marriage to the Emperor, and his son to
be sent to court as an hostage for his future good behaviour.
After concluding this treaty, he returned with the utmost expe-
dition to Delhi, }
On his arrival at court, the ameer al omrah found every thing
in confusion ; the Emperor’s confidential minister, Meer Jumla,
disposing at his pleasure of all places and emoluments, and Ab-
dollah Seyd, vizier only in name. Accused to their sovereign of
direct disloyalty, he had resolved to seize on both their persons ;
but the knowledge of the intended arrest coming to their ears,
they found means to render unavailing the plots laid to ensnare
them, and now determined to act a more decisive part. They
declined all attendance at court, on the plea that their lives were
in danger from the intrigues of the favourite; they even levied
troops and fortified themselves in their palaces, while Furrukseer
and the. courtly cabal held daily councils what were the best
.measures to be taken, pacific or hostile, with men of such vast
resources, extensive connections, and-daring ambition. It was
found impossible for Meer Jumla and themselves to hold exalted
stations under the same imperial roof, as great public- measures
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could not be for ever subject to the caprice of an individual. . In
this dreadful situation all public business was suspended ; every
body saw that a great storm was ready to burst; but nobody
could resolve who were to be the victims. At length the court
faction deemed it expedient to give way ; the mother of the Em-
peror, who had guaranteed the treaty between her sons and
the Seyds, when they first took up arms in his favour, interfered
" to prevent a rupture that must again convulse the empire, and it
was finally agreed that Meer Jumla should be promoted to the
government of Bahar, to which he should immediately retire,
while Hossain was promoted to the richer soubahdary of Deccan,
which he obtained permission for the present to govern by deputy.

Harmony being thus restored at court, by the removal of the
obnoxious favourite, the most splendid preparations commenced
for celebrating the nuptials of Furrukseer, with the daughter of
the Maharajah, an union which it was hoped would prove a pub-
lic benefit, by blending in one, the interests of the two great
contending powers, whose sanguinary conflicts, for four centu-
ries, had entailed so many disasters on India. Nothing, even in
the days of the magnificent Shah Jehan, ever exceeded the pomp
of those nuptials, for a love of splendour and ostentation was the
characteristic of that vain prince, who was not stained with any
deep crimes, but wanted fortitude and judgment. He was only
unfortunate in having his hands fettered by those who placed
him on the throne ; and from whose tyrannical usurped power,
he was for ever, but in vain, struggling to get released. Some-
what previously to this period, (A. D. 1715), arrived at Delhi,
the ambassadors sent from Calcutta by our East India Company,
as mentioned in a former page, and they are said to have been
materially indebted for their success to the medical abiliies of
Mr. Hamilton, surgeon to the embassy, who by an opesation,
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skilfully performed, restored the Emperor to health, when given
over by his own physicians, for which, among other rewards,
(and much greater were intended) he was presented with models
of all his surgical instrurents in pure gold.*

Hossain at length commenced his journey for the Deccan ;
but when he had his final audience, he resolutely told the Em-
peror, that if any sinister designs were put in practice against his
brother, the Vizier, he would in twenty days be with his army
at the gates of Delhi. To make way for him, that old and
favourite general of Aurungzeb, the Nizan, had been removed,
and for the temporary loss of his government, he meditated
against the Seyds a deep, though oconcealed revenge. When
arrived at Brampore, on the frontiers of that soubah, his autho-
rity was resisted by Daood Khan, an Afghan, the deputy ap-
pointed to govern during his absence, and secretly instigated, it
was thought, by the Emperor, to oppose and cut him off. For
this purpose he had received into his pay a body of Mahrattas,
commanded by one of the principal chiefs of that nation, and en-
camping under the walls of Brampore, with confidence awaited
the attack of the royalists. The engagement was obstinate and
bloody ; and at one time, even doubtful on the side of Hossain ; but
as the Afghan chief rushed forward with his elephant, to end the
conflict by a personal combat with his antagonist, at that instant
a matchlock ball entered his breast, and he fell dead upon his
elephant. The Mahrattas, who, with their usual perfidy, had stood
neuter at some distance, il it could be perceived which army
was likely to prove triumphant, now pressed forward o join the
victar, and share the plunder, which was very considerahle. A
part of it, with the intelligence of Daooed’s defeat, was transmitted
to the Emperor, who received it in a manner that dtclsuvely

® Scott’s Deccan, vol. ii. p. 139, ubi supra.
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proved to the Vizier his deep regret that, mstead of the Afghan,
the imperial general had not perished.

Towards the close of this year, the Seiks, who during the late
public disturbances, had multiplied considerably, and become very.
formidable, again appearéd in arms. The governors of Lahore
and Sirhirid * were successively sent against them, but the former
was defeated with great slaughter, and the latter basely assassi-
nated in his tent by a Seik, sent for the purpose by Bunda, their
chief, the same ‘who had escaped by night when the fortress
of Daber was invested by Bahadur. The ‘governor of Cash-
mere now took the field, at the head of an army quadrupled
in number, and was successfull. - They were exterminated with-
out mercy, and Bunda himself being taken, and refusing to turn
Mahommedan, first had his infant child butchered before his face,
and its palpitating heart forced (horrible atrocity!) into the
wretched father’s mouth ; and was himself afterwards put to
death, by having his flesh torn from his bones with red hot pin-
cers, and other exquisite tortures; all which he bore with un-
daunted firmness. It may here be remarked, that from the
rooted hatred borne by this sect towards the Mahommedans,
their stern oppressors, the wars between them have ever been
carried on with the most unrelenting barbarity.

About this time, the banished favourite, Meer Jumla, arrived
at Delhi, from his exile in Bahar, not, it was thought, without a
secret invitation from the Emperor. His imprudent conduct had
greatly embarrassed the affairs of that province, and the outrages
committed by his officers on the inhabitants, had nearly occa-

® ¢ The Sciks now possess the provinces of Lahore, Panjab, and Multan, with
great part of Delhi, and bands of them have more than once made inroads into the
Nabob Vizier's dominions, but have been as often easily repelled by the approach
of 3 British army.” Note by Captain Scott, 1794.
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sioned a general insurrection. This event seemed to forbode the
immediate downfall of the Vizier, who, filled with just apprehen-
sion, summoned and armed his dependents in all the neighbour-
ing districts.

- The Emperor, also having neglected to dnscharge the arrears
due to a body of twenty thousand cavalry, which he had ordered
- to be raised in a crisis of difficulty, that body, on being dismissed,
mutinied, and between them and the Vizier’s armed followers,
the agitated city was thrown into the utmost confusion. - When
the ferment was at its highest, Furrukseer, ever precipitate, and
equally irresolute in his plans, prudently: gave way ; he consented
~ to satisfy the disbanded troops, and allayed the suspicions of the
Vizier, by sending the favourite once more into banishment at
. Lahore. ‘
- Thus did every exertion of the unfortunate Emperor, ulti-
mately, only tend to bind him faster in those chains, with which
the Seyds had manacled their devoted.victim. Numerous were
the other projects, to which he resorted to emancipate himself;
but they are unworthy to be recorded in the dignified page of
serious history, which seizes only on the great features and strik-
ing characters of each reign, and leaves minor characters and
incidents to perish in deserved.oblivion. The Mahrattas, now
rising into great power and consequence, are eminently entitled
to that distinguished notice, and to them and the affairs of Deccan
we return. :

- The reader has already seen Aurungzeb engaged.in. active
hostility against them during all the latter period of: his life.
Sahojee, or, as he is sometimes denominated, the Sou-rajah, the
reigning. sovereign, .continuing to act with the same vigour and
caution as his ancestors, had, duringthe dissensions that raged
between the sons and grandsons of Aprungzeb, widely extended
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his power, and added vastly to his domains in Viziapore, and the
neighbouring Soubahs ; harassing, as usual, on their march, the
armies of the Mogul governors, and every where, on the old
pretence of being Jords of the soil, rigidly exacting the cmouT, or
fourth part of the revenues. The Ameer al Omrah, filled with
indignation at their contihual depredations on the imperial do-
mains, determined to curb the insolence of that people. Being
informed that they had erected a chain of forts on the high road
between Surat and Brampore, from which they issued in large
bodies, and compelled merchants and travellers to pay a fourth
part of their property, or, in case of resistance, plundered them
of the whole ; he dispatched an army of four thousand horse, and
as many foot, to expel the robbers, and raze the forts. The
force thus detached was utterly inadequate to the undertaking ;
and the commander being outgeneraled, and drawn into am-
bush, they were defeated, and the whole detachment either
killed, or taken prisoners. An army, far more powerful, under
approved commanders, was afterwards sent against them; but
with these troops the wary Mahratta chief was reluctant to con-
tend in the open field, and retreated to Sattarah ; at thattime the
capital of the Mahratta state, in the strong fortress of which Sahojee
himself resided. Still, however, his predatory bands continued
their depredations ; on their fleet horses, scouring uncontrolied
the open country, and plundering and burning wherever they
came, but ever cautiously avoiding a general engagement.

It was now resolved to lay siege in form to Sattarah, and crush
the evil at its source ; but, at this instant, letters were received at
Aurungabad, informing Hossain of the dissentions raging at
Delhi, and moreover, that the Emperor had sent private orders
to Sahojee, and all the persons of authority in Deccan, to op-
pose and distress his own governor there, Enraged to the last
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degree at this intelligence, he immediately recalled the troops
marching to invest Sattarah, and instead of farther irritating the
Mahrattas, he resolved to make friends of that powerful confe-
racy, and bind them to his own interest, and that of his brother.
He offered them terms degrading to the imperial dignity, and
suffered them to have a resident at Aurungabad, to receive the
choute, with the addition of what is, called deesmukkee, or ten ru-
pees in each hundred collected ; a right not satisfactorily ex- -
plained. The emperor, whose perfidy was thus retorted upon
his own head, dared not refuse to ratify the treaty; but with
~ increased assiduity laboured to undermine that power which he
could not openly control. This admission of the exorbitant
claims of the Mabhrattas, in the governor of Deccan, was to the
last degree impolitic, and laid the imperial crown of Timur at
their feet. After this period, how rapidly their power and con-
sequence increased in India, how bold their aggressions, and how
shameless their extortions, the future pages of this history will
‘too frequently demonstrate.

Before we come to the close of this reign of disaster and im-
becility, another description of people must also be noticed, who
‘were now becoming formidable by their numbers, and their out-
rages, I mean the Jats, or Jauts, who made their first appearance
during Aurungzeb’s prolonged wars in the south, as an intrepid
band of robbers, and as such, received chastisement from that
prince, who, on being informed of their depredations, sent from
Deccan a strong detachment to reduce them. They are said
to be descended from the ancient tribe of the Jits, who pos-
sessed thé banks of the Indus, as far back as the reign of
Mahmud of Gazna. They seem to hdve been the Getes, upon
whom Timur, in his invasion of India made war, and were pro-
bably not unconnected with the Getz of classical historians.

8Y
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Their ferocious, predatory habits, seem to justify their presumesd
descent from those barbarians. It should not be omitted, .hqw—
ever, that the word JATE, in Hindoo, signifies a husbandinan, from
which some have derived their name, however different their prac-
tice. Under a succession of daring chiefs, they gradually extended
themselves along the banks of the Jumna river, and in the vicinity
of Agra, and about this time broke into open rebellion. Rajah
Jey Sing was sent by Furrukseer at the head of a considerable
force to bring them to obedience; but taking refuge among their
strong fortresses, they resisted all his efforts to subdue them
for nearly a year, when, by bribes sent to the Vizier, who
wished to secure their assistance, in any crisis of difficulty, -
together with a large pescush paid into the royal treasury, they
obtained the recall of the troops under Jey Sing, who was greatly
disgusted at having victory thus ravished from his grasp.

That crisis was rapidly approaching ; the deposition of the
Emperor was determined upon by the enraged brothers. In vain
had Furrukseer summoned around him, from various and distant
quarters, all the great vassals of the empire, in full confidence
that they would support him against their usurpation. The artful
Vizier held out alluring bribes to their ambition ; and his brother
was in full march from Deccan, with an army devoted to his ine
terests, and ready, by one decisive blow, to crush every opponent.
That army consisted of thirty thousand -horse, ten thousand of
which were Mahrattas. They poured, in a resistless torrent,
into the capital, occupied the great squares, and filled all the
avenues of the palace. Furrukseer, in a paroxysm of terror,
fled into his haram, the doors of which, with barbarous violence
were burst open, and the pusillanimous monarch was dragged
from the midst of the shrieking females, who composed his
family, not indeed to immediate death, but to confinement in a
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dark chamber, over one of the gates of the palace, where he was
blinded with a hot iron. Attempting, however, soon after, to
fnake his escape from his gloomy prison, he was assassinated,
according to Fraser, on the 16th of February, 1719, after an in-
glorious, distracted reign of about seven years.*

The triumphant brothers now reigned without control, divid-
ing among themselves and their adherents, the imperial treasures,
jewels, elephants and horses; and Abdollah Seyd, who, to un-
bounded ambition, added unbridled lust, seized for his own use
several ladies of the royal haram. Their principal agent in these
and other atrocious transactions, was a venal and unprincipled
wretch, named Ruttun Chund, their Dewan, or steward, who
had long exercised a supreme control over the revenues of the
empire, which he had farmed out to wretches, venal and extor-
tionate as himself. Under him every thing had its allotted price;
in that empire honours and titles were brought to a public mart,
and all distinction between virtue and vice seemed to be annihi-
lated. Although they may be truly said to have reigned, yet a
nominal sovereign of the blood of Timur, an imperial pageant,
was deemsed necessary to. their security, and therefore proceed-
ing to: the castle of SELiMGUR, in which the royal princes were
confined, they took out of its solitary chambers,

RAFFEH AL DIRJAT,

the son of Raffeh Ooshawn above mentioned, and placed him on
the vacant throne. He was quite a youth, and had neither voice
nor will of his own, while all the great offices of state, and the
most lucrative governments were filled with the friends, and
dependants of the Seyds. The Vizier took pessession of the
palace, whence the eunuchs and other domestics, grown old in

* Fraser’s Nadir Shah, p: 45
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the service of the royal family, were ejected, to make room for
the creatures of the new dynasty. They were cautious, how-
ever, of offending the more powerful among the old nobility.
Sirbullind Khan, an omrah of great weight and influence, and at
that time on his way to Cabul, at the head of a considerable army,
was confirmed in his recent appointment to the government of that
province, and adorned with new honours. To conciliate Nizam al
Muluck, formidable both for his great military and political know-
ledge, the soubahdary of Malva was conferred upon him, whence
he soon appointed himself to his former government of the
- Deccan, for we find him established there in great power, and
the object of dread to the tottering brothers, in the first year of
the reign of Mahommed Shah. He will soon become an impor-
tant actor in the scenes, the eventful and sanguinary scenes,
without parallel in the history of nations, about to pass in rapid
succession, before the view of the reader.

The aim of the Seyds, in exalting to the throne so juve-
nile a prince, was, doubtless, that they might enjoy uncontrolled,
during a long minority, the imperial power. But in this expec-
tation they were grievously disappointed, for, after a nominal
reign of about four months, the young emperor died of a con-
sumption. Fraser says he was murdered by them; but as there
appears no adequate cause to have excited them to such wanton
barbarity, they may reasonably be presumed guiltless of that
crime. They now raised to the same painful pre-eminence his

younger brother,

RAFFEH AL DOWLAT;

But his reign was still shorter, for in less than three months he
also died, it is said, a natural death, though there are writers of re-
spectability, who, arguing possibly from the atrocious character,
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and the wavering politics of the Seyds, assert that both of
- these unfortunate princes perished by the hand of assassination.
A son of that Jehaun Shah noticed before as so distinguished by
valour and abilities, a youth of about seventeen, yet remained in
the prison-palace of Selimgur, and India saw a ray of transient
glory illumine her horizon, when Sultan Rooshun Akber, under
the assumed title of '

MAHOMMED SHAH,

assumed that throne for which his father died contending. When
the last pageant emperor died, the brothers were with the army at
Agra, the governor of which city had rebelled, but being vigorously
pressed, and despairing of pardon from his pursuers he put himself
to death, and immediately the citadel surrendered at discretion.
The mother of Mahommed, a woman of deep policy and sound
judgment, attended her son to Agra, and devoted her attention
to acquire confidence of the brothers, while the emperor himself
was in all things scrupulously subservient Yo their will. This
subserviency, however, in both mother and son was the result of
the deepest hypocrisy, and they privately meditated plans for the
overthrow of the haughty disposers of the throne, and destroyers
of the race of Timur. -

Shortly after the governor of Allahabad, who had been insulted
by the brothers, raised the standard of independence, and the
royal army began its march towards that quarter. A negotiation,
however, commenced ; the Seyds thought it prudent to relax a
little from the stern severity of their despotism, and matters were
amicably adjusted. The army now prepared to march against a
more formidable rebel to their authority, the Nizam, who bade
them defiance, and had collected a considerable army of mus-
sulman and Mahratta troops to support his opposition. The
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Emperor is said secretly to have encouraged his rebelfion, and to
have sent him a firmaun constituting him Soubah of Deccan in
the place of Hossain. He was: likewise encouraged to persevere
by many of the discontented nobles at court who were grown
weary of the insolence and tyranny of the usurpers, whom they
hoped to.crushy, if they could be separated. The iniquitous Dewan
saw into the projected scheme to ruin his protectors, and strongly
advised the ameer al omrah not to proceed with the army to
Deccan, but to make peace with the Nizam by a voluntary resig-
nation to him of the government of that province. At this latter
idea the pride of Hossain revolted, though he was easily per-
suaded to send an army commanded by another general against
his antagonist. That general, however, and a second who fol-
lowed him at the head of a still larger army, were successively
and totally defeated by the experienced veteran who had so often
led to- victory the armies of Aurungzeb, and, at length, after
great debate and irresolution between the brothers, in which their
dread of the result was evident to the young sovereign-and the
whole court, it was determined -that Abdollah, the Visier, should
return to Delhi, and Hossain with the emperor march with the
army to Deccan.

This plan of operations exactly coinciding with the wishes: of
those who had combined for their destruction, no time was lostin
preparing for the expedition. In- October 1%30, according to
Fraser, the imperial army left Agra, and having marclied nine
measured coss the first day, the emperor called a dfven that night,
and, after a short stay, withdrew. The conspirators, Mahommed
Ameen Khan, an omrah high in favour with the emperor, Hyder
Kuli Khan, the general of the artillery, and Dowran Khan, with
several others, had fixed on that very evening for the assassina-
tion of the ameer -al omrah, and as he was returning from the



A.D. 1720.] Cs851

audience in his pallankin, one of them on whem it had fallen
(for it was decided by casting lots) to strike the fatal blow, ap-
proached it with a petition, at the same time crying aloud for
vengeance on Mahommed Ameen Khan. At these words, which
conveyed no unwelcome sounds to the earsof his bitterest enemy,
he ordered the guards to stop, and while he was perusing the
petition, the noble assassin struck his dagger into his breast, and
immediately fell beneath a thousand swords plunged into his
own. His followers, who were numerous, immediately flew to
arms to revenge his death, but proper arrangements having been
previously made, and the artillery being commanded by Hyder
Kuli, the contest was soon decided ; and the emancipated emperor,
having publicly appointed the Nizam to the soubahdary of all
Deccan, exultingly returned to Agra. Mahommed Ameen was
appointed Visier, Dowran ameer al omrah, and on all who had
assisted in the overthrow of the fallen Hossain were bestowed
the most distinguishcd honours and rewards.*

When the fatal intelligence of a brother slain, and what might
be truly called an empire lost, arrived at Delhi, it excitéd in Ab~
dollah the mingled sensations of exquisite grief and high resent-
ment. Resentment, however, prevailing, he immediately burst
open the royal treasury, and robbed the peacock throne of its
finest jewels,t in order to purchase the assistance of all who could
bring a horse or arms, and by this means was enabled in a short
time to raise a promiscuous army of 80,000 men ; of whom not
a few, after receiving their pay, deserted his standard. Many

® Fraser’s Nadir Shah, p. 55.  Scott’s Deccan, vol. ii. p. 177.

+ Fraser says, ¢ he broke to pieces the famous peacock throne, which cost Shah
Jehan nine crores,” or as many millions sterling; but that imperial pageant we
know afterwards became the plunder of Nadir Shah, I have, therefore, mitigated
the outrage to a partial depredation of its jewels.
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great amrahs, however, who owed their honours and fortunes to
the Seyds, with their followers remained faithful to his cause,
and to give it still more weight and consequence, he took out
of his imprisonment Sultan IsraniM, the infant son of Raffeh
Ooshawn, caused him publickly to be proclaimed emperor, and
placing him at the head of the forces, marched out of Delhi to
meet and combat the imperial army. That army was already
rapidly advancing towards the capital ; and both received in their
progress great multitudes of auxiliary troops, Afghans, Jauts,
and other adventurers, ever ready, in hopes of plunder, to join
in the contests of the princes of India. Not to enter into mili-
tary details disgusting by their uniformity, the important battle
that was to fix the crown on the head of Mahommed Shah,
or rend the sceptre for ever from his grasp, took place, according
to Fraser, on the 2d of November, 1720, at Sirkad, twelve coss
from Muttra. It was long, obstinate, and bloody, but in the end
Abdollah’s forces were defeated, and himself desperately wounded,
and taken prisoner. The victorious Emperor on this occasion ex-
erted a benignity that did honour to his heart. Abdollah being
brought before him, after being severely reproved, was dismissed
with no other punishment than that confinement which the mo-
narch’s security rendered necessary, had the palace of Asoph al
Dowlat assigned him for his residence, and a princely establish-
‘ment settled upon him, which, however, he did not long enjoy,
as he died a few months afterwards of his wounds. The same
clemency was also shown to the young Sultan, who was only
remanded to his former apartments in the castle of Selimgur.
In short, no sovereign ever enjoyed victory with more modera-
tion, nor re-ascended a contested throne under more happy
auspices than Mahommed Shah. The vigour and decision with
which he had acted awed to obedience the refractory governors




A.D. 1721.] C 537 ]

in the distant provinces ; tranquillity was again restored to
the distracted empire ; and the most confident hopes were
.entertained that his reign would be not less glorious than
those of the most distinguished sovereigns of the house of
Timur. :
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CHAPTER V.

Great Change in the Conduct of M-AHOMMED, who becomes indolent,
and enervated—The Ni1zaM invited to Delhi, and made Vizier,
but soon retires in disgust to Deccan, and there meditates Inde-
pendence.— He incites the Mahrattas to invade Agra and Delhi.—
They are defeated, but renew their Irruptions in greater Numbers.
—The Emperor at length purchases their Retreat by submitting to
pay the CHOUTE for those Provinces, from which Period the Fall
of the Mogul Monarchy may be dated.— Distractions at Court.—
Character of Sapit KuaN.—He conspires with the Nizam, and
they invite NADIR SHAH to invade India.—That Invasion described.
—Consequent Ruin of the Empire.—Death of the Nizam.— Death
of Mahommed.

T uE Oriental historian describes the triumphal entry of Ma-
hommed into his capital, after the destruction of the Seyds, to
have been one of the most splendid and magnificent pomps ever
seen. . He himself was mounted on an elephant of uncommon
magnitude and beauty, most sumptuously adorned with housings
of gold brocade,and sparkling with precious stones. This was pre-
ceded and attended with several other led elephants and horses
adorned with equal magnificence; while the travelling thrones
and other carriages of the Emperor, glittering with gold and
enamel, dazzled the eyes of the beholders. The troops of the
household and the nobility were all newly clothed for the occa~
sion, and the great omrahs vied with each other in the magnifi-
cence of their appearance. Gold and silver coins were scattered
in profusion among the populace, whose acclamations of joy at
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the restoratiori of the iniperial suthoriy rent the heavets. Or
hi§ entering the palace he was met by his mother and the prin«
cesses bearing golden basors, filled with jewels, whick they
waved in triumph aroumd his head ; ahd the principal nobility
presented muzzurs (gifts) of the most costly kind. Of a reigm
thus happily and splendidly begun, it is painful to the historfan to
relate the unfortunate ineidents that marked its progress, and its
calamitous termination.

- Those powerful enemies, those creators and destroyers of
sovereigns, being crushed, arid no public foe remaining to be
subdued, Mahommed soon relaxed from the vigour that distin
guished his early councils, and resigned himself to those seducing

pleasures that had proved so fatal to many of his predecessors.
" He was in the prime of youth with every incentive of pleasure
around him, and 4ll the means of gratifying the passions predo-
minant at that season were within his reach. His favourite
minister Dowran Khan, the prince of the omrahs, though not
without abilities and great military talents, was, also, not less
devoted to dissipation than his master ; and the new Visier, Kam~
mer o’deen Khan, all young like the monarch, was of the same
dissolute description- The sword was returned to the scabbard,
as if danger had ceased to exist; days, months, and even years
rolled on in circles of ever-varying delight ; virtue was withoat
honour, and valour without its reward.

In the mean time, those ancient enemies of the empire, the
Rajapouts, took advantage of the supine indolence in which the
court was plunged, and spread desolation through Ajmere, and
the central provinces ; while the Mahrattas, defeating and ex-
pelling the Mogul governors, without control extended their
growing empire over Guzzurat, and the whole western coast.
The Nizam, having collected a powerful army in Deccan, pre-
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served that region and the peninsula from their ravages, but it
was not for the Emperor that he preserved it. He had long
aspired at independence, and was now taking the most effectual
means of Securing that extensive portion of the empire for him-
self and his posterity. A sensible writer* has well observed,
that it would have been a fortunate circumstance for the Mogul
emperors had they never attempted to make conquests in Deccan,
as its great distance from the capital, as well as its innumerable
local advantages, held out a perpetual temptation to the viceroy to
make himself independent ; and that probably, if the Deccan had
been originally left to itself, the posterity of Timur might have
still swayed the sceptre of Hindostan. The vast armies necessary
for its subjugation in the first instance, and the reduction of its
rebellious governors in the second, were an eternal drain upon
the capital, and left the northern provinces of Lahore and Cabul
without an adequate army for the defence of those frontier pro-
vinces through which Mahmud, Timur, -and, as we shall soon
see, a still more dreadful conqueror, Nadir, made their destruc-
tive irruptions.

Immersed in shameless debauchery, no active vigorous exer-
tions were taken by Mahommed and his ministers to check the
torrent of insubordination that threatened to subvert the empire.
Palliatives were alone used to check the advances of the two
former, the chief of the Rajapouts, Ajeet Sing, being confirmed
in the government of Ajmere, from which it had been attempted
~ to remove him, and the choute being allowed to the Mahrattas
by the Mogul governor of Guzzurat. With respect to the.
Nizam, every effort was made to inveigle him to court, and
the high station of Vizier was promised him ; but for a long
time the crafty viceroy resisted every solicitation. At length,

® Major Rennell.
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however, being still more closely pressed, by letters from the
emperor himself, and having settled matters on a firm basis in
Deccan, he resorted thither at the head of a well-disciplined
army of 10,000 men, as his guard, on whose fidelity in any
emergency he knew he might place an entire dependence. Thus
attended he met with a most gracious reception from the empe-
ror, was appointed Absolute Agent, a rank higher than Vizier,
and honoured with the title of Asof Jah.*

The Nizam, educated in the rigid school of Aurungzeb, and
attached to his maxims both in politics and war, immediately
urged upon the Emperor the necessity that existed for restoring
the affairs of government to their ancient order and discipline ;
for a total reformation of manners; and a strict observance, of
the wise but severe laws enacted by that great man. Mahommed,
who had recently married a daughter of the late emperor, Fur-
" rukseer, and at intervals was capable of serious reflection, listened
to the hoary monitor, then in his eightieth year, with attention
and respect, but his profligate courtiers ridiculed his projects of
reform, which agreed not with the dissoluteness of their manners,
and endeavoured to divert the Emperor’s mind from attending to
his grave admonitions by renewed dissipations. ‘On the other
hand, the veteran warrior, finding no efforts made to put those
admonitions into practice, and disdaining to be the associate of
men, who passed their whole time with abandoned women and
low buffoons, solicited permission to march with his army into
Guzzurat, and restore order in that distracted province. That
permission was easily obtained, and the courtiers viewed with

* Asof Jah, says Mr. Fraser, is a title commonly given to Viziers. It signifies,
in place and rank as Asof, whom, they say, was Solomon’s Vizier. At the same
time that they honour their Viziers with this title, they flatter their own vanity, by
comparing themselves to Solomon.
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joy the departure of a2 man of power too strong t be oppesed,
and of manners too inflexibly rigid to be seduced. The rebellion
that had been secretly-cherished by himself in Guzzurat was
soon allayed by his presence in that province, to be exdited again
whensoever it suited the determined purposes of his ambitich.
The Mahrattas, indeed, were now become the necessary engines
of tha¢ ambition, and shortly after his return to Deccan, without
leave, he again solicited them to avert the vengeance that was ful-
minated against him from Delhi. He entered into an agreement
with Rajah Sahoo, that a large body of that nation should imme-
diately march northwards, and, ravaging all before tliem, pene-
trate even to the vicinity of Agra and Delhi. He hoped by this
bold measure to rouze from their dream of indolence the luxu-
rious emperor, and his besotted ministers, and that they might
see and feel the absolute necessity of defending themselves and
protecting the throne before they ventured to march an imperial
army into Deccan. '

In consequence, the Mahrattas, under the comrnand of their
most celebrated general, Bajerow, in 1730 commenced that fatal
invasion, which with one tremendous sweep laid for ever low the
humbled majesty of the empire. Their first attack was on Malva
and Guzzurat, where the Mogul governor for some time made a
vigorous resistance, but timely succours not being sent from
Delhi, they were finally defeated, the country was extensively
devastated, and has ever since remained in the hands of the con-
querors. Bahadur, the viceroy of Malva, who died bravely
fighting at the head of the provincial troops, wrote several re-
monstrative letters to the ministers, and told them in the most
positive terms, that if properly supported, while he lived he would
prevent the Mahrattas from pursuing their conquests further
northward ; but that if he fell, and they passed the frontiers of
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Malva, they would infallibly over-run the whele empive, Bahadur
wasnot supported, fell at his post, and, on his death, the prophecy
was too amply verified. It seems to have been the aim of the Visier
to subdye the enemies of the empire, not by arms, but by intrigue
and bribery, a glaring proof of which was soon exhibited in the
regular appointment by a firmaun of Bajerow to the soubahdary
of Malva, thus rivetting the power which a more enlarged policy
should have resisted to the last gasp of the expiring empire.
But, observes the Oriental historian, the subtle fox cannot over-
come the lion ; and it was not by imprudent concession that such
men as Bajerow apd the Nizam were to be checked in the career
of their insatiable ambition.

Notwithstanding, therefore, these ill-judged attempts at paci-
fication we find the Mahrattas, in 1743, rapidly advancing their
hostile legions towards Agra, and plundering even the districts
apprepriated to the support of the royal housebold. Thus in-
sukted, and ewen braved, it became impossible for the imperial
army to remain any longer inactive. It taok the field in great
foree under the comenand of Mugzaufhir, the Visier’s brother, and
every effort was mage to bring on a general action with them ;
but the cantious Mahrattas declined, as usual, engaging him in
the field. They oontented themselves with perpetually harassing
his line of march, and cutting off its supplies. The army, how-
ever, continued its progress without any opportunity of display-
ing its prowess, except in occasional skirmishes, till it reached
Malva, where it met with the same mode of desultory attack
which it had expeniensed in its march, and after a residence of
some months at Siranje in that province, returned without having
rendered any gubstantial service to the empire. The negative
sucoess that had attended the expedition was magnified by the
Visier beyond victory ; Muzziffir entered Delhi in triumph; and
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was presented with a rich tassel of jewels for the turban; an
honour, seldom conferred, but on the most distinguished con-
querors. ‘

Repulse only inflamed the hostile fury of those marauders,
and incited them to new aggressions. In 1734, they renewed
their devastations in the neighbourhood of Gualior, and in the
suburbs of Agra, when the ameer al omra and the visier took
the field to oppose them. But the campaign again terminated
without any signal success over an enemy that always fled at
their approach, and still eluded every attempt to bring them to
close action, while their excursive legions, spreading in all direc-
tions, plundered the country without mercy, and treated the
inhabitants with the greatest cruelty. The following year a
considerable body of them crossed the Jumna with intent to
plunder the rich province of Oude, of which Sadit Khan, a gene-
ral of great experience, of tried valour, and having under his
command a body of troops of superior courage and discipline,
was the governor. Sadit immediately marched against them, by
his superior skill brought them to action, and after an obstinate
engagement defeated them, took two of their principal officers,
and killed 5000 of them.* In attempting to repass the Jumna
vast numbers were drowned, and the general, Mullar Row with
difficulty reached the camp of Bajerow near Gualior. Bajerow,
not at all discouraged by this misfortune, prepared to act against

the Moguls with increased vigour ; while Sadit, flushed with his-

recent triumph, and burning for military glory resolved to
follow up the blow, and, if possible, drive those barbarous in-
vaders beyond the bounds of Hindostan Proper.

Intelligence being brought to Delhi of this signal defeat of
the Mahrattas, the Vizier, and the prince of omrahs thinking

® Fraser, p. 66.
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the present a proper opportunity to strike a decisive blow;
immediately put the imperial army in motion, and marched
towards Agra. Sadit was already far advanced in his march
towards Gualior, when he received orders from the imperial
commanders to halt till he could join them with his forces, in
order, that united, they might act with more effect against the
common enemy. Tliose orders that chief very reluctantly
obeyed, because he was well acquainted with the rapid motions
of the foe with whom they had to contend, and the importance
of expedition. What that sagacious commander had conjectured
actually took place. Bajerow, knowing the capital was almost
deserted of troops, at the head of his choicest and best mounted ca-
valry pushed forward with the rapidity of lightning to Feridabad,
ten coss from Delhi, which place they plundered ; and arrived
in the suburbs of Delhi, before any tidings of his movement had
reached that capital. The emperor, dissolved in pleasure, and
“the nobles and citizens utterly unprepared for resistance, were
thrown into the utmost consternation. Paleness sate on every
face, and despair reigned in every heart. Never before for ages
had an armed enemy, not of the royal bleod, or combating in
defence of it, dared to approach so near the august abode of the
race of Timur. For three successive days they continued plun-
dering the wretched inhabitants, and laying in ruins whatever
was valuable and sacred in the environs of that great city. On
the fourth day, when they were on the point of entering the
metropolis, arrived Sadit Khan, with the Vizier and ameer a]
omrah at the head of the imperial army, when the enemy was
attacked, defeated and put to flight. They were pursued by the
two latter as far as Alaverdi Khan’s serai, about seven coss
from Delhi, where being joined by others of their tribe, they
made a resolute stand, and the two ministers, rather than hazard
, 4A
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a second battle, consented to an inglorious compromise of their
own honour and that of the empire, by agreeing to pay the
Chout for Delhi and Agra, on condition of their immediately
evacuating those provinces. Having thus obtained their object
by an immense accumulation of plunder, and by laying the im-
perial throne itself under contribution, the Mahrattas retreated
to Malva, and the Mogul army returned to Delhi, whence the
brave Sadit Khan, disgusted at the base compact entered into
with the determined enemies of the empire, abruptly, and with-
out taking leave of the emperor, who by Dowran’s persuasion
had confirmed it, departed for his province. This fatal compact,
which gave the death-blow to.the empxre, took place towards
the close of the year 1785.* :

In the mean time the Nizam continued extending his conquests,
and his influence in Deccan, and though in the receipt of a vast
annual revenue, under the pretended necessity of keeping up a
great standing army to over-awe the Mahrattas, remitted. no-
thing to court. Nor were the accustomed revenues received
from the rich provinces of Malva, Narwah, Biana, and’ Ajmere,
which had been so ravaged by the Mahrattas that no taxes
could be levied on the unfortunate inhabitants. In this perplexed
situation of public affairs, and as the chief cause of that perplexity
was known to arise from the discontent of the Nizam, new efforts
were made by the emperor to pacify that omrah and allure him
once more to court. The emperor was probably sincere in his
wishes in the present emergency to have the benefit of the advice
of so great a statesman ; but his ministers could only desire his
presence at Delhi, the sooner  accomplish his destruction ; and
however incredible it may seem that sd crafty a politician, as

. ® Fraser’s Nadir Shah, p. 66. Scott’s Deccan, p. 201. Dow’s Decline of the
Mogul Empire, vol, iii. p. 316.
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the viceroy of the Deccan, should again trust himself in the
hands of those who considered him as the greatest obstacle
to their projects, and plans, those efforts were successful. That
event, according to Fraser, who was at that time in India,
and might have obtained his information from an authentic
quarter, was accomplished through the means of Mihr Parver,
the emperor’s grandmother, who had great influence over that
omrah, and at his urgent request wrote to him letters, full
of kindness, and assuring him that he should have the entire
management of affairs at Delhi, provided he came without
delay. He complied with her request, but met with no better
treatment than before. The omrahs, not only disregarded him,
but took all opportunities of affronting him, especially Dowran
and his creatures, who, when he came to pay his respects at
court, used to ridicule him, saying in a scoffing manner, Observe
how the Deccan monkey dances. This usage having wrought him
up to the highest pitch of inflamed resentment, he was resolved
to revenge himself by distressing the empire, and destroying
Dowran and his creatures. He imparted his design to the Vizier
XKammir o’deen Khan, imagining he would joih with him. But
notwithstanding the alliance between them, (Nizam’s son being
married to the Vizier’s daughter, and the Vizier’s son to Nizam’s
daughter) he cauld not engage him to join in any plot detrimental
to the public interest ; on the contrary, he used his endeavours
to dissuade him from the project, by representing to him the
infamy of sacrificirig his country to private resentment. When
'Nizam. perceived he would not come into his measures, he ap-
plied himself to Sadit Khan, the Soubahdar of Oude, who then
had a great body of men at his command, was an officer of ex-
perience, and had lately raised his reputation by his action with
the Mahrattas ; and, what was still more to his purpose, had,
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since that time, stood ill-affected towards the emperor and his
favourite. These omrahs having entered into an agreement, it
was resolved that Nadir Shah, ruler of Persia, who was then be-
sieging Candahar, should be the instrument of distressing the
emperor, and of removing Dowran from his counsels for ever.*
Such is Fraser’s concise statement of this important combination,
by which a great though declining empire was utterly subverted,
and an ancient dynasty plunged in irretrievable ruin. In de-
scribing the calamity itself, it will be necessary to go into a more
extensive detail ; for the annals of Asia record no event more
momentous in its consequences than the invasion of India by
NADIR SHAH.

That conqueror, but newly seated on the usurped throne of
Persia, on account of insults offered to his embassador, and of the
protection afforded by the Mogul governor on the frontiers to the
rebellious Afghans, his subjects, already harboured a secret re-
sentment against the court of Delhi, but till the invitation received
from those disaftected omrahs does not seem to have meditated any
irruption of the extent and magnitude that afterwards took place.
The splendour of the exploit, and the immensity of the plunder,
by which the myriads who composed his army might be sup-
ported without oppressing Persia with new burthens, urged him
to undertake an expedition by which his ambition and his avarice
might at once be gratified. Having at length planted his victo-
rious standards on the heights of Candahar, Nadir set out for
Cabul, according to the before-mentioned author, at the head of
80,000 horse, composed of various nations and tribes, but all in-
ured to hardships, and from their infancy trained to war. Nasser
Khan, the governor of that soubah, having in vain solicited aux-
iliary troops from Delhi, retreated nearer the capital to Peishore,

* Fraser, p. 69.



A.D.1738.] £ 549 ]

in hopes of making a more successful stand ; but Sherzih Khan,
the more resolute governor of the castle of Cabul, refused to
surrender the keys, and defended both the city and castle for six
weeks with the most undaunted bravery. During this period he
wrote repeated letters to court for assistance; but none arriving,
both city and castle were at length taken by storm, and he and
his son were put to death. Nadir Shah found there treasure,
jewels, arms, &c. to- a vast amount, which had been laid up in
vaults ever since the reign of Sultan Baber.*

According to Sir W. Jones’s summary but luminous account
of this invasion, of which we shall now have the bénefit, the
Persian army lay encamped in the plains of Cabul till the middle
of June, 17¢8, in which interval Nadir sent an expostulatory
letter to the Mogul, containing a succinct narrative of the affront
he had received, of his resolution to chastise the insolence of the
‘Afghans, and of the obstruction made to his progress by the
governor of Cabul; he declared, that he had strictly forbidden
the least act of violence by his soldiers, and that he desired no-
thing so much as the continuance of their mutual friendship.
This letter was entrusted to an envoy, who set out for Delhi
attended by several chiefs of Cabul, who were enjoined to con-
firm the truth of his assertions: but, when they reached Gela-
labad, the governor of that.place put the Persian envoy to death,
and compelled the chiefs of Cabul to return. Nadir Shah could
no longer brook such a succession of injuries, but marchad with
great rapidity towards Gelalabad, 70 miles below Cabul, and, on
the ¢8th of July, encamped at Kendemac, a place remarkable for
the serenity of its air, and the beauties of its situatiors From
this place he detached a body of Persians against Gelalabad, who
entered the city without opposition on the 1oth of August: but

'#® Fraser, p) 132
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the governor Mir Abbas, conscious of his crime, and fearing the
punishment due to it, retreated to a fortress situated on a
mountain of very difficult access. The Persians attacked his
intrenchments, and took the -fort by assault: Mir Abbas was
killed, together with the Indians that attended him, and his
family were sent in chains to the royal camp.

~ Saon after, the Persian army marched to the east of Gelalabad,
and halted in the station of Rikab, where Nadir received intelli-
gence of a formidable army, that was preparing to oppose him.
Nasser Khan, governor of Cabul, had assembled on that spot a
considerable body of Afghans and Indians, and was resolved to
dispute with the Persian invaders the passage of Peishor, which
was also defended by a strong castle. Upon this information,
Nadir left the artillery with the prince Nafralla, and advanced
with great celerity towards Peishore ; the next day, after a rapid
march, he reached the army of Nasser, who were so astonished
at the incredible haste of the Persians, that their courage and re-
solution wholly forsook them: their ranks were broken in an
instant, and those only escaped the sword, who had recourse to .
a precipitate flight. Nasser, and several Indian chiefs, were
taken prisoners ; and their camp was entirely pillaged : the cap-
tives were kept under close confinement, and the plunder was
distributed among the Persian soldiers. After this victory the
fortress of Peishore was easily taken, and the king staid several
days in the adjacent plains, in order to refresh his troops, and to
wait for the arrival of the prince Nafralla.

That prince having at length arrived, Nadir resumed his
march, and with the skill and firmness of a great general whom
no difficulties could- retard, and no dangers dismay, safely con-
ducted the army over the five branches of the river Indus, which
at that season were swelled with the rains, and flowed with the
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most rapid current. A numerous army was assembled on the
opposite banks, under the command of Zekaria, governor of
Lahore : but whether they were alarmed at the swift progress
and formidable appearance of the Persians, or confounded at
their surprising passage over the Indus, they retreated with a
mixture of terror and astonishment. As Nadir continued to ad-
vance towards the city of Lahore, Zekaria sent an officer of rank,
with a considerable present, to implore his clemency, and to pro-
mise the strictest submission. This messenger met with a fa-
vourable reception, and Zekaria, having received many marks of
distinction, was confirmed in his government of Lahore. At the
same time Nasser was admitted into favour, having been bribed,
according to Fraser, by the conspirators, and returned, by the
permission of the conqueror, to the capital of his province.
In the mean time the Mogul was preparing to obstruct the
- progress of these victorious invaders ; he had marched twenty-
five leagues from the metropolis of his empire, and lay encamped
on the plains of Karnal, with an army of thirty thousand Indians,
and two thousand armed elephants : the rest of his very numerous
forces were making all possible haste to join him, and were
commanded by the most illustrious princes of India. It was not
long before Nadir’s emissaries gave him a full account of Ma-
hommed’s situation ; upon which he left Lahore, and arrived at
Serhind on the 8th of January, 1739, whence he dispatched six
thousand Persians to examine the Indian camp, while he conti-
nued in full march towards it, with the rest of the army. On the
10th he reached Ambala, about thirty miles from Karnal ; and,
in the same night, the detachment fell upon the Mogul’s camp,
and, having slain or taken prisoners a great number of the
guards, retreated to Azimabad, where they were joined on the
14th by the royal forces. Nadir was informed by the Indian



