ALLA-OOD-DEEN KHILJY. 881

King’s private domestics, and induced them to
support his aspersions against Khizr Khan.

At length, by a thousand wiles and artifices,
Mullik Kafoor accomplished his purpose, and pre-
vailed on the King to imprison his two sons,
(Khizr Khan and Shady Khan) in the fort of
Gualiar, and their mother in the old fort of Dehly.
He at the same time procured an order to seize
Aluf Khan, whom he unjustly put to death. Aluf
Khan’s brother, Nizam Khan, Soobadar of Jalwur,
was also assassinated by Kumal Khan, who suc-
ceeded to his office. Thus far the schemes of
Mullik Kafoor succeeded. At this time, also, the
flames of universal insurrection, which had long
been smothered, began to burst forth, and were first
apparent in Guzerat, which rose into insurrection.
To suppress this rebellion, Kumal Khan was sent
thither, but the adherents of the late Aluf Khan de-
feated him with great slaughter. Kumal Khan was
taken prisoner, and suffered a cruel death. Mean-
while the rajpoots of Chittoor threw the Maho-
medan officers over the walls, and asserted their
independence, while Hurpal Dew, the son-in-law
of Ram Dew, stirred up the Deccan to arms, and
expelled a number of the Mahomedan garrisons.

On receiving these accounts, the King bit
his own flesh with fury. His grief and rage only
tended to increase his disorder, which seemed to
resist the power of medicine; and on the evening of

Shuval 6 the 6th of Shuval, in the year 716, he
A 716, gave up the ghost, but not without sus-
Dec. 19.  picion of being poisoned by the villain
A.0. 1316. whom he had raised from the dust to
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power. Alla-ood-Decn Khiljy reigned 20 years
and some months. The household servants of this
monarch amounted to 17,000, including artificers,
for whom he always found employment. His
wealth and power were ncver equalled by any
prince who sat before him on the throne of Hin-
doostan, and they surpassed by far the riches accu.
mulated in the ten campaigns of Mahmood Ghiz-
nevy, all of which were left for others to enjoy.
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Mullik Kafoor produces a spurious testament of the King,
nominating his youngest son, Oomur Khan, his successor, and
appointing Mullik Kafoor protector, during his minority. —
Mullik Kafoor procures the King's eldest sons, Khizr Khan
and Shady Khan, to be blinded, and another son, Moobarik, is
imprisoned for the same purpose. — Mullik Kafoor espouses
the mother of the young King.— Plot of the officers of the
guards to kill the protector. — Mullik Kafoor is assassinated.
— The Prince Moobarik is raised to the throne. — The
young King, Oomur Khan, is deprived of eyesight, and con-
JSined for life in the fort of Gualiar.

I~ the history of Sudr Jehan of Guzerat, we are

informed that the day after the death of Alla-ood-
Deen Khiljy, Mullik Kafoor assembled the omras,
and produced a spurious testament of the deceased
King, in which his youngest son, the Prince Oomur
Khan was appointed his successor, and Mullik Ka-
foor regent, during his minority ; setting aside alto-
gether the right of primogeniture of Khizr Khan
and of the other princes. Oomur Khan, then in the
seventh year of his age, was accordingly placed on
the throne, and Mullik Kafoor began his adminis-
tration. His first measure was to send a person to
Gualiar, to put out the eyes of the Princes Khizr
Khan and Shady Khan. His orders were inhu-
manly executed ; and the Sooltana, their mother,
was put into closer confinement, and her property
seized. Moobarik Khan, the third son of Alla-ood-
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Deen, was also taken into custody, for the purpose
of having his eves put out. However ridiculous
it may appear, Mullik Kafoor, though an eunuch,
marricd the mother of the Prince Oomur, the late
Emperor’s third wife. But the mother of the
Prince Moobarik, the late King’s second wife,
having heard that the regent intended to put out

the cyes of her son, acquainted Sheikh
A.1. 716 Nyim.ood-Deen, and he gave her some
A.D. 1316. .

hopes that the threatened misfortune
should be prevented.

Mecanwhile, Mullik Katoor, as a cloak to his
designs, placed the young King every day upon the
throne,’and ordered the nobles to pay their respects
as usual.  He sent one night a band of assassins
to cut off the Prince Moobarik Khan; but when
they entered his apartment, he conjured them to
remember his father, whose servants they had been.
He then untied a string of rich jewels from his
neck, which probably had more influence than his
entreaties, and grave it them.  They abandoned
their purpose; but when they got out, they quar-
relled about the division of the jewels, which they
at last agreed to carry to the chiet’ of the toot-
guards, and acquaint him with what the Prince had
said, and with their instructions from Mullik
Katoor.  Mullik Musheer, the commander of the
foot-guards, and his heutenant, who both owed
every thing to the tavour of the deceased king,
shocked at the villany ot Mullik - Kafoor, and
finding  their men willing to second  them, con.
spired against the cunuch. They  accordingly
cutered his apartment i few hours after, and assas-
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sinated him, with some of the principal eunuchs,
who were attached to his interest. This event
happened 35 days after Alla-ood-Deen’s death.

The Prince Moobarik Khan was released from
confinement, and the reins of government placed
in his hands. He, however, did not immediately
assume the diadem, but acted for the space of two
months as regent or vizier for his brother, till he
had brought over the nobles to his interest. He
then claimed his birthright, deposed his brother,
and succeeded to the regal dignity. But, according
to the barbarous custom and policy of those days,
he deprived the Prince Oomur Khan of his eye-
sight, and confined him for life in the fort of
Gualiar, after he had borne the title of King for
three months and some days.

VOL. 1. ccC
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The officers of the guards, who had cleared the way for the King's
accession, are pul to death. — The King disgusts his nobles by
raising low persons to high dignities. — One Mullik Khoosrow,
a Hindoo of the lowest origin, is enrolled among the nobility,
and is appointed to the command of the army. — The King
sndiscriminalely orders the gales of the prisons to be throws
aopen, by which 17,000 persons are et free — he abelishes oll
the regulations regarding trade iniroduced by his father — ke
abandons himself to licentiousness, and the most degrading
vices. — The King sends an army to Guzerat, and marches in
person {o the Deccan — sends Mullik Khoosrow, with the main
body of the army, towards Malabar, and returns to Dehly. —
A plot discovered against the King's life. — The leader of the
conspiracy, a cousin of the King, suffers death. — The princes
at Gualiar are also murdered, and the widow of ome of them
is brought to Dehly, and placed in the King's havam. — The
King becomes totally regardless of all decency in his licentions-
ness and vices. — Mullik Khoosrow returns from the Deccan,
— The King goes forth to meet him — embraces him publicly.
— Khoosruwe aims at the throne. — Plot to murder the King
publicly talked of. — The King warned by his tutor — neglects
the admonition — is murdered by Mullik Khoosrow.

Mohurrum . Ox the 7thof _.\lohurrum, in the year
an717. 717 of the Hijra, Moobarik ascended
March 22, the throne. The commander of the
A-u. 1317, foot-guards, who had saved his life,

and raised him to the throne, as also his lieu-

tenant, were ungratefully and inhumanly put to
death by his orders, under no better pretence than
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that they presumed too much on the services they
had done him. It is probable, that he was insti-
gated to this base action by his fears, as, in some
measure, appears by his immediately dispersing all
the old soldiers, who were under their command,
into different parts of the country. Moobarik
began to dispense his favours among the nobles,
but he disgusted them all by raising some of his
slaves to the rank of omras. Mullik Deenar, the
superintendent of the elephants, received the title
of Zuffur Khan, Mahomed Moula, the King’s
maternal uncle, that of Sheer Shah, and Mowlana
Zeea.ood-Deen, that of Sudr-Jehan. Mullik Kir-
ran Beg was made a member of the council of
state; and Hussun, a converted Purwary* slave of

Guzerat, received the title of Mullik
ATl Khoosrow, and, through the King’s at-

tachment towards him, became the
greatest man in the realm. He was appointed, in
the first instance, to the command of the armies of
Mullik Kafoor, and Khwaja Hajy, those joint con-
querors of the Deccan, and at the same time re-
ccived the title of Vizier.

The King, whether to affect popularity, or in re-
membrance of his late situation, ordered all the
prisons to be opened; by which means 17,000
persons were blessed with the light of day; and’
all the exiles were recalled by proclamation. He
then commanded a present of six month’s pay
to be made to the whole of the troops, and con-

* The Purwary is a Hindoo outcast, who eats flesh of all
kinds, and is deemed so unclean as not to be admitted to
build a house within the town.

cc 2
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ferred upon them many other advantages.  He
at the same time issued orders to give free access
to all petitioners.  He restored the lands and
villages to those persons from whom they had
been forcibly wrested in the late reign; and by
degrees removed all the obnoxious restrictions on
commeree, and the heavy tributes and taxes which
had been exacted by his father. By these means,
the ordinary aud natural intercourse of trade _tell
into its usual channels; but in carrying these
measures into effect, he abandoned some of the
wisest institutions of  his predecessor, and the
sources of justice soon became polluted, and cor-
ruption prevailed.  The King gave himselt” up
entirely to wine, revelry, and lust: these vices
became tashionable at court, from whence the
whole body ot the people was soon infected.
Moobarik, in the first year ot his reign, sent an
army under the command ot the celebrated Ein-ool-
Moolk Mooltany into the provinee of Guzerat,
which had revolted.  Ein-ool- Moolk was an officer
ot great abilities : he deteated the insurgents, cut
off their chiets, and scettled the country in peace.
Atter this, the King conterred the government of
Guzerat upon Zuttur Khan, whose daughter he had
tahenin marriage.  Zutfur Khan soon atter marched
his army to Nchrwala, the capital of Guzerat,
where some disturbances had tahen place.  He
reduced the rebels, confiscated their estates, and
sent their movable wealth to the King,
In the second vear of his reign, the
At S e, collecting his army marched to-
A. b s, [ald - AR
wards the Deccan, to chastise Hurpal
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Dew, the son-in-law of Ram Dew, who, by the as-
sistance of the other princes of the Deccan, had
recovered the country of the Marrattas.* Having
appointed one Shaheen, the son of a slave, to whom
he gave the title of Wufa Beg, his lieutenant in his
absence, the King left Dehly and arrived at Dew-
gur. Here Hurpal Dew, with some other rajas,
had assembled, but fled at the approach of the
Moslems. A detachment was sent in pursuit,
which brought back Hurpal Dew prisoner, who
was flayed alive, decapitated, and his head fixed
above the gate of his own capital. The King now
ordered a chain of posts to be established as far
as Dwar Sumoodra, and built a mosque in Dew-
gur, which still remains. He appointed Mullik
Beg Luky t, one of his father’s slaves, to com-
mand in the Deccan; and, in imitation of Alla-ood-
Deen, gave to his favourite, Mullik Khoosrow, the
ensigns of royalty. He sent the latter towards
Malabar, with part of his army, and returned in
person to Dehly.

Mullik Assud-ood Deen, a cousin of the King
on his mother’s side, seeing him daily in a state
.of intoxication, and negligent of the duties of his
high station, began to entertain thoughts of usurp-
ing the crown, and formed a conspiracy against
the King’s life. The plot, however, was disclosed

* The proper name is Mahrashtra, the inhabitants of which
are called Marrattas.
+ The tribe of Luk is among the most ancient of the original
families of the low countries of Farsistan, in Persia.
cc38
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by one of the conspirators, and Assud-ood-Deen
was condemned to death.  Whether Moobarnk had
found proots that his brothers were concerned in
this transaction is not known; but at that time he
sent an executioner to Gualiar, and caused the
Princes to be put to death. He also caused
Dewul Devy, the wite of” his clder brother Khizr
Khan, to be brought to the royal haram.
Moobarik, now in quict possession of Guzerat,
the Deccan, and most parts ot northern India, gave
a loose to the most unbridled excesses. He grew
more perverse, proud, vindictive, and tyrannical,
than cever; despising all council, ill treating his
friecnds, and inflicting the most sanguinary and
unjust punishments, merely in conformity with his
obstinate and arbitrary will.  Zuftfur Khan, the go-
vernor of Guzerat, among others, tell a victim to
his caprice, as also Wuta Beg, upon whom he had
heaped such favours ; both suffered death without
ceven an accusation.  ‘The King became intamous
tor every vice that can disgrace human nature, and
condescended so tar as to dress himself otten like
a common actress, and go with the public women
to dance at the houses of” the nobility. At other
times, he would lead a gang ot abominable prosti-
tutes, halt naked, along the terraces of the royal
palaces, and oblige them to exhibit themselves be-
tore the nobles as thv_\' entered the court. 'l'hcsc,
and other indecencies too shocking to mention,
were the constant sources of his daily amusement.
Atter the death of Zattur Khan, Hissam-ood-1een,
uncle to Mullih Khoosrow, obtained the govern-
ment of Gueerat. He had not long been esta-
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blished, when in conjunction with a féw nobles
he rebelled. The other nobles of Guzerat, rising
in arms, defeated him, and sent him prisoner to
Dehly. Here he was not only pardoned, but re-
gained his place in the King’s favour, and Mullik
Wujee-ood Deen Kooreishy was sent to Guzerat in -
his stead. About this time news arrived, that
Mullik Beg Luky, governor of the Deccan, had
rebelled. The King sent a force to suppress that
insurrection, which contrived to seize Mullik Beg
and his principal adherents, and to send them to
Dehly, where the chief had his ears cut off, and
the others were put to the torture. Mullik Ein-ool-
Moolk Mooltany was now raised to the office of
governor of the Deccan.

Mullik Khoosrow, who had gone to
Malabar, stayed there about one yedr.
He plundered the country of one hun-
dred and twenty elephants, a perfect diamond,
weighing one hundred and sixty-eight ruttys, with
other jewels, and gold to a great amount. His
ambition was increased by his wealth ; and he pro-
posed to establish himself in the Deccan in an in-
dependent sovereignty. Being unable to gain over
any of the chief officers of his army, he conceived
a project for their destruction. To this end, he re-
called one Mullik Tubligha from the government
of the island of Goa. He also recalled Mullik
Teimoor and Mullik Gool, Afghans, who were on
different services, and gave out that he had orders
to return to Dehly. These nobles, having in-
telligence of his designs, disobeyed his commands,
and wrote a remonstrance to court, accusing

cc 4

A. H. 719,
A.D. 1319.
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Mullik Khoosrow of treason. The King com-
manded him to be seized, and to be sent prisoner
to Dehly, which order the officers found means to
execute.  When Khoosrow came before the King,
he pleaded his own cause so successfully, and re-
torted on his accusers with such plausibility, that
the King believed the whole accusation originated
in envy and disgust at being commanded by his
favourite.  He immediately recalled his accusers,
and though they gave undoubted proots of' their
assertions, he not only shut his cars against the
detence which they brought forward, but disgraced
them, contiscated their estates, and reduced them
to poverty. Other nobles, secing that the enemies
of’ Mullik Khoosrow, right or wrong, were destined
to destruction, made excuses, in order to obtain
leave to retire to distant parts of’ the empire. A
tew sycophants adhiered to the favourite, who had
now become the object of universal dread, as well
as the source ot all honours and promotion. This
slave, in the mean time, cherished his own ambi-
tious views, and began again to forin measures for
his own advancement to the throne.

T'o accomplish this purpose, he told the King,
that as his fidelity had been so gencrously rewarded,
and as the King might still have occasion for his
services in the conduct of' his military atfairs, he
beggred that he might be permitted to send tor some
of” his relations trom Guzerat, on whom he could
more certainly depend  than officers now in the
King's serviee, who were jealous ot his clevation.
The King acceded to his request; and Mullik
Khoosrow remitted a large sam of” money, by
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some of his agents, to Guzerat, who collected
about 20,000 of his own cast, the dregs of the
people, and brought them to Dehly. Every office
of profit and trust was conferred upon those ver-
min, which bound them fast to Mullik Khoosrow’s
interest.
On one occasion, as the King was going to hunt
towards Sursawa, a plot was formed to assassinate
him. But this was laid aside on account
P '173;1 of a difference of opinion among the
conspirators. They therefore resolved
to perform their tragedy in the palace. Moobarik
returned to Dehly, and, according to custom, gaye
himself up to his debauched habits. Mullik Khoos-
row, full of his project, took the opportunity of a
favourable hour, to beg the King’s permission to
entertain his friends in the outer court of the pa-
lace. The King not only consented, but even
issued orders to give them free access at all times;
by which means the courts of the palace became
crowded with the followers of the favourite. The
plot for the King’s assassination was not even
kept secret, many people in the city heard of it
from the incautious and profligate band which was
employed by Mullik Khoosrow ; but such was his
influence over the King’s mind, that none dared to -
mention it. At length Kazy Zeea-ood-Deen, one
of the most learned men in the city, and who had
been the King’s tutor in his youth, gained access,
and told him plainly that such a plot was notorious
throughout the town. He recommended immediate
measures to be taken for seizing Khoosrow, and for
instituting an enquiry into the truth ; observing, if
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it should be clearly proved to be unfoumded, it
would only be the cause of an increase of the
King’s favour towards his minister. At this iden-
tical moment Mullik Khoosrow, who had beea
listening, entered in a female dress, with all the
affectation of a girl. The King, on sceing him,
got up, embraced him, and forgot all that Kazy
Zceca-ood-Deen had said.

On the following night, the Kazy, still suspicious
of treason, could not go to rest, but walked out
about midnight, to sece whether the guards were
watchtul. In his rounds, he met Mundul, Khoos-
row’s uncle, who engaged him in conversation. In
the mean time, one Jahirba cane behind him, and
with one stroke of a sabre laid him low on the
ground, leaving him only strength to cry out,
“ I'reason! treason! murder and treason are on
foot.” ‘Two or three servants who attended him
ran off, screaming aloud that the Kazy was assas.
sinated.  The guards started up in confusion, but
were instantly attacked by the conspirators, and
massiacred betore they could prepare for defence.

The King, alarmed at the noise, asked Mullik
Khoosrow, who lay in his apartment, the cause.
The villain arose as if to enquire, and going out on
the terrace, stood for some time, and returning, told
the King, that some of the horses belonging to the
guard had broken loose and were fighting, while
the people were cendeavouring to secure them.
This satistied Moobarik for the present, but soon
atter, the conspirators ascended the stairs and got
upon the terraces which led to the royal sleeping
apartment.  Here they were stopped by Ibrahim
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and Isaac, two servants, as well as by the sentries
over the private chambers, all of whom were im-
mediately put to the sword. The King hearing
the clash of arms, and the groans of dying men so
near, arose up in great alarm, and ran to-
wards the haram, by a private passage.
At this moment Mullik Khoosrow, fear-
ing he might escape, rushed after him, and seiz-
ing him by the hair in the gallery, struggled with
him for some time. Moobarik, being the stronger
man, threw Khoosrow on the ground: but as Khoos-
row had twisted his hand in the King’s hair, the
latter could by no means disengage himself, till
some of the other conspirators came, and with a
stroke of a scimitar cut off the King’s head, and
threw it into the court-yard.

The conspirators below began to be hard
pressed by the guards and the servants, who now
crowded from all quarters ; but on hearing of the
King’s fate, the latter hastened out of the- palace.
The conspirators then shut the gates, and mas-
sacred such as had not the good fortune to escape.
The ruffians now entered the female apartments,
and put to death the mother of the Prince Fureed
Khan, as well as the younger children of the late
Alla-ood-Deen, and the Princes Fureed Ally and
Omur. Besides which, they gave a loose to their
inclinations in every possible manner among the
ladies of the seraglio. Thus the vengeance of God
overtook and exterminated the race of Alla-ood-
Deen for his ingratitude to his uncle Feroze, and
for the streams of innocent blood which flowed
from his hands. Heaven also punished his son

A.H.T21.
A.D. 1321.
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Moobarik, whose name and reign would be too in-
famous to have a place in the records of literature,
did not our duty, as an historian, oblige us to this
disagreeable task.  Notwithstanding which, we
have in some places been obliged to draw a veil
over circumstances too horrid and indecent to
relate.

Rubbev-oal. This event occurred on the 23th of
Awul25.  Rubbee.ool-Awul, in the vear 721.
A-n. 72l Iy the morning Khoosrow, surrounded
:l";"l"'_!,: by his creatures, ascended the throne,

and assumed the title of' Nasir-ood-

Deen. He then ordered all the slaves and
servants of” Moobarik, whom he thought had the
least spark of honesty, to be put to death, and
their wives and children to be sold as slaves.  His
brother was dignified with the title of Khan Kha.
nan, or chief” of’ the nobles, and married to one of
the daughters of the late Alla-ood-Deen.  Khoos-
row took Dewul Devy, the widow of his murdered
master and sovereign to himself; and disposed of
the other ladies of the seraglio among his beggarly
relations, “The houschold troops © still remained
to be bribed, and they loved nothing better than a
revolution; for it had always been customary, on
such occasions, tor them to receive a donation of
six months' pay trom the treasury. .\ tritle pur-
chased the service of those dissolute slaves, who
were lost to all sense of gratitude or honour.

* The reader of history wil roecoguise in this scene the
ordinary course of such revolutions, whether at Rome, Cone

stuntinople, or Dohly,
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- The son of Kimar, the chief of a gang of thieves,
received the title of Shaista Khan, and was made
chief secretary; while Ein-ool-Moolk Mooltany
was appointed captain.general of the forces. Mul-
lik Fukhr-ood-Deen Joona Khan, obtained the
title of Khoosrow Khan, with the appointment of
master of the horse, and many other distinguished
honours. This the King did in order to gain over
to his cause that chief’s father (Ghazy Beg
"Toghluk), governor of Lahore and Depalpoor, of
whomn the usurper was in great fear. Notwith-
standing his promotion, Joona Khan was
touched to the soul to see the condition
of affairs. His father, also, who was rec-
koned a man of great courage and honour, indig-
nant at the infamous proceedings at court, was
roused to revenge. He acquainted his son with his
purpose ; and Joona Khan, taking the first oppor-
tunity to fly from Dehly, joined his father. The
usurper was in great perplexity after the flight of
Joona Khan, and began already to despair of main-
taining himself. Ghazy Beg Toghluk immediately
prepared for hostilities, and, by circular letters,
invited all the nobles to join his standard. A great
many of the governors of the provinces put their
troops in motion ; but Mogultugeen, the governor
of Mooltan, unwilling to act a secondary part,
refused to join, and he was accordingly cut off by
Beiram Abia, a Mogul chief of some note in that
quarter. Mullik Beg Luky, governor of Samana,
though the usurper had been the occasion of his
losing his ears, transmitted the circular letter of
Ghazy Beg Toghluk to Khoosrow, informing him

A. H.T21.
A. D. 1321.
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of the rebellion. Mullik Beg took the ficld against
the confederates, sustained a signal defeat, and in
his flight to Dehly was attacked by the zemindars,
who put him to death. The usurper now sent his
brother, Khan Khanan, and Yoosoof Suffy, with
all on whom he could depend, against the con-
federates.

Ghazy Beg Toghluk, being joined by Beiram
Abia with the army from Mooltan, and other go-
vernors of provinces, advanced to oppose the
usurper’s army on the banks of the Soorsutty.
The troops of (hazy Beg were experienced in
frequent wars with the Moguls, and those of
Khoosrow were encrvated by indolence and de-
baucheries, besides being lost to all sense of mili-
tary honour. The latter were broken at the first
onset, and the public treasure, clephants, and
baggage were taken. The booty was divided on
the ficld among the conquerors, who then con-
tinued their march in triumph towards Dehly.
The usurper, in great embarrassment, marched
out of the city, and took possession of a strong
post near the Houz Alla.ood-Deeny, with the
citadel in his rear, and many gardens with high
walls in his front. He then opened the treasury,
and gave three years’ pay to his troops, leaving for
himselt' nothing but the jewels, of some of which
he also disposed. The confederates advancing, an
action was expected next morning, but, on that
night, Ein-ool-Moolk Mooltany withdrew his forces
from the usurper, and took the route of Mando.
Although this event affected Khoosrow’s army,
vet his troops drew up in order of battle, and
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~ Mullik Tubligha and Shaistx Khan opposed the
confederates with great bravery, as they advanced
through the lanes. These chiefs were' at length
overpowered and slain. Their position gave sucly
advantages to the usurper’s army, that they main-.
tained it till the evening, when at length Khoos-
Rujub 0. TOW fled, with a few of his friends,
A.m.721. towards Jeelput. On the way he was
August 22.. deserted. by most of his. attendants, and
A-D-1321. 4l liged to conceal himself in a tomb,

from whence he was. dragged the next day, and
ordered to be put to death, together with his
brother, who was taken in a neighbouring garden.
Shaban 1. The day after this action, being the
a.n.721. 1st of Shaban, 7721, the nobles and ma-
August 23. gistrates of the city came to pay their
A-2- 1321 respects to the victor, and presented him
with the keys of the city. He mounted his horse,
and entered Dehly in triumph. When he came in
sight of the palace of Huzar-minar (Thousand Min-
arets), he wept bitterly, crying with a loud voice,
«“ O ye subjects of this great empire, I am no
“ more than one of you, who unsheathed my
“ sword to deliver you from oppression, and rid
¢ the world of a monster. My endeavours, by the
¢ blessing of God, have been crowned with suc-
¢« cess. If, therefore, any member of the royal
¢ line remain, let him be brought, that justice may
¢ be done, and that we, his servants, may prostrate
« ourselves before his throne. But if none of the
s race of kings have escaped the bloody hands of
“ tyranny and usurpation, let the most worthy of
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« the nobility be elected among you, and 1 swear
“ to abide by your choice.”

The people cried out with one voice, that none
of the princes were now alive; that as he had
shiclded them from the vengeance of the Moguls,
and delivered them from the rage of a tyrant, none
was so worthy to reign. Then laying hold on
him, the populace raised him up, and having
placed him upon the throne, hailed him as Shah
Jehan (the King of the Universe), but he assumed
the more modest title of Gheias-ood-Deen. — The
reign of Khoosrow lasted only five months.
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New ministry. — The King's eldest son is sent with an army to’
Tulingana. — Wurungole besieged. — Disaffection of the of~
JSicers. — Dispersion of the troops. — Retreat of the Prince to
Dehly. — A new army collected. — The Prince proceeds a
second time to Wurungole, which is taken. — The Raja and
his family sent to Dehly. — The Prince proceeds to Jajnug-
gur -—returns to Wurungole, and proceeds to Dehly. — The
King leaves his son in Dehly, and proceeds to Bengal — in-
vades Tirhool — returns towards Dehly — is met by his son
at Afghanpoor.— A temporary building is erected by the
Prince for the King's reception. — The building gives way,
and the King and some of his attendants are killed.

Boru the ancient and modern historians of Hin-
doostan have omitted to mention the origin of this
Prince, so that in fact we have no satisfactory ac-
counts of his pedigree. But the author of this work,
Mahomed Kasim Ferishta, when deputed by his
sovereign, Ibrahim Adil Shah of Beejapoor, to the
court of Jehangeer Padshah, then at Lahore, took
pains to enquire from certain persons in that
country, well read in Indian bhistory, what they
knew of the origin of the Toghluk dynasty. They
all agreed that no written authority existed on the
subject, but said that it was generally believed, ac-
cording to tradition, that the name of the father
of Gheias-ood-Deen (the first of the family who
ascended the throne of Dehly) was Toghluk, and
VOL. I D D
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that he was a Toorky slave of (Gheias-ood-Deen
Bulbun ; that he marricd a woman of the Jut tribe
(the cultivators of’ Lahore and its vicinity), and
that she was the mother of Gheias-ood-Deen
Toghluk. ‘The author of the Moolhikat says that
the name is properly Kootloogh, trom whence is
derived Kootloo, but that Toghluk is a vulgansm.

When Gheias-ood-Deen Toghluk ascended the
throne, he regulated the atfiirs of the government,
which had tallen into disorder, in so satisfactory a
manner, as to obtain general esteem.  He repaired
the old palaces and fortitications, built others, and
encouraged commerce.  Men ot genius and learning
were invited to his court: a code of laws for the
civil government were tramed, founded upon the
Koran, and consistent with the ancient usages of”
the Dehly monarchy.,

Mullik Fukhr-ood-Deen Joona, the King's eldest
son, was declared Lew-apparent, with the title of
Alut Khan, and the roval ensigns were conferred -
on lum. T'he King's other tour sons were, Beiram,

Zuthur, Mahmood, and Noosrut.  Beiram
: :' ;"_', Abia, who had o effectually aided the

King with the army tfrom Mooltan, and
whom he now adopted as a brother, received the title
of Kishloo Khan, and was appointed his lieutenant
over the provinees on the Indus, Mullik Assud-ood-
Deen,one of' the King's nephesw s, was appointed Bar-
bik, and Mulhk Baha-ood-Deen, another nephew,
was appointed Nanz-ool-Moomalik, with the pro-
vinee of Sacana tor his sapport. - Mullih Shady,
another nephew, who was also the King's son-
im-law, was made vizier.  Mullik Boorhan-ood-
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Deen, received the government of Dewgur, and
his adopted son, Tartar Khan, the government of
Zuffurabad.

The King, meantime, stationed troops on the
Kabul frontiers, and built forts to protect his do-
minions from the incursions of the Moguls, which so
effectually answered the purpose, as to prevent his
being troubled by these invaders during the whole
of his reign. In the second year after his ac-
cession, the Prince Aluf Khan, the King’s eldest
son, attended by some of the old nobles, with
the troops of Chundery, Budaoon, and Malwa,
was despatched towards Tulingana. It appears
that Luddur Dew, the Raja of Wurungole, during
the late disturbances, had refused to send his t1ibute,
and the province of Dewgur had also relapsed
into disaffection. The Prince Aluf Khan ad-
vanced accordingly into those countries, and plun.
dered them in every direction. Ludder Dew op-
posed the Mahomedans with spirit, but was in the
end obliged to retreat into the city of Wurungole,
which Aluf Khan immediately invested.

The siege was carried on with great loss on
both sides; but the works having been lately
strengthened, no practicable breach could be ef-
fected. The Moslems, meanwhile, on account of
the hot winds and severe weather, were seized with
a malignant distemper, which swept away hun-
dreds every day. Many became desirous to re-
turn home, and to this end spread false reports
through the camp, which threw universal con-
sternation over the army. No advices having been
received for above a month from Dehly, one

DD 2



404 GHEIAS-00D-DEEN TOGHLUK.

Sheikhzada of Damascus, Oobeid the poet, and some
other companions ot the Prince Alut’ Khan, circu-
lated a report, that the Emperor was dead, and that
a revolution had taken place at Dehly. Not content
with this, they went to the tents of Mullik Kafoor,
scal-keeper, and Mullik Tuggeen, two of the prin-
cipal officers in camp, and told them the state of
aftairs at Dehly.  They also said that the Prince
Aluf Khan, suspecting that they would dispute his
right to the throne, had resolv ed to cut them off.
The ofticers, deceived by this false information,
) lett the camp that night with all their
. ﬁ'j_, adherents.  The Prince Aluf Khan thus
deserted, was under the necessity of
raising the siege, and retreating in haste and dis-
order towards Dewgur, whither he was pursued
by the enemy with great slaughter.  On his arrival
there, letters of a late date being received from
Dehly, exposed the falschood of these rumours,
on which the Prince halted, and collected his
scattered army.  ‘The ofticers who had fled, dis-
agreeing, took separate  routes; thcy were at-
tacked by the intidels, plundered of their ele-
phants, camels, and baggage, and otherwise greatly
harassed in their march. ‘I'wo of’ them, Mullik
Teimoor, and  Mullik Tuggeen, both fell vie-
tims.  The tormer died, in a prison of one
ot the Hindoo Rajas; and the other was cut off
by the Marattas ; while Mullik Gool Afghan, and
Mullik Katoor, were seized by their own troope,
and brought back to Dewgur.  An enquiry was
instituted into their conduct ; the authors ot the
talse reports were discovered, seized, and sent
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prisoners to Dehly. On their arrival there, the
King ordered them to be buried alive, with the
severe remark, ¢ that as they had buried him
“alive in jest, he would bury them alive in
¢ earnest.” .

The Prince Aluf Khan, after his retreat from
Dewgur, brought back to Dehlyonly three thousand
horse, of all his great army. In two months, how-
ever, he recruited his troops, and again marched to
Wurungole. On his way thither, he besieged and
took the town of Bedur, belonging to the Raja of
Wurungole, on the frontiers of Tulingana, and some
other places, wherein he left garrisons. He then
advanced to the capital, and renewing the siege
of' Wurungole, reduced it to surrender. Some
thousands of Hindoos were put to death, and
Luddur Dew, with his family, were taken prisoners.
Aluf Khan sent them, together with their treasures,
clephants, and private property, to Dehly, under
charge of Kuddur Khan, and Khwaja Hajy, the
latter of whom had been second in command under
Mullik Naib Kafoor. Upon their reaching the
capital, great rejoicings were made in the new
citadel at Dehly, which the King had just finished,
and to which he gave the name of' Toghlukabad.
The Prince Aluf Khan appointed officers to govern
the country of Tulingana, and caused Wurungole
to be called Sooltanpoor*, after which he proceeded
in person towards Jajnuggur. On this occasion,
he took forty elephants from the Raja, and sent

* Wurungole soon lost this Mahomedan title, and to this day
bears its ancient Hindoo name.
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them to his father.  Returning to Wurungole, he
staved there a few days, and marched back to
Dehly.

In the beginning of the vear 728,
complaints arrived trom  Luknowty and
Soonargam, of  the oppressions com-
mitted by the governors of that province, and
Gheias-ood-Deen Toghluk, after having appointed
his son Alut” Khan to the government of Dehly,
marched in person towards Bengal. When be
reached Nahib®,  Nasir-ood-Deen, Kurra Khan,
the son of’ Gheias-ood-Deen Bulbun, and father of
Kei Koobad, who had remained in that
government since the death of his father,
came from Luknowty to pay his respects,
bringing with him many valuable presents.  He
was confirmed in his government of Bengal, and
permitted to assume the cnsigns of rovalty ; after
which, Gheias-ood-Deen Toghluk prepared for his
return. At this time, also, Tartar Khan, the King’s
adopted son, was nominated to the government of
Soonargam, and directed to reduce to subjection
Bahadur Shah, an otlicer of the reign ot Alla-ood-
Deen Khilpv,  Babadur Shah was defeated, and
fled ; but Tartar Khan succeeded in seizing him,
and sent him to the King.  In the Futtooh-oos.
Sulateent, itisrelated, that as the King was passing

A.H. T2,
A D 1D2S,

Al T2,
Al b 125,

® This name 1~ indistinet i all my MSS. and is probably
mcorrect,

t The Futtosh-oos-Suiateen, or the victonies of hings, is, 1
undorstand, o compidation o e .mlhnril_\. and may be
tarhod wath the Jama-vol-Hikayat, or other collections ol-' hig-
torical romances.
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near the hills of Tirhoot, the Raja appeared in
arms, but was pursued into the woods. Finding
his army could not penetrite them, the King
alighted from his horse, called for a hatchet, and
cut down one of the trees with his own hand.
The troops, on seeing this, applied themselves to
work with such spirit, that the forest seemed to
vanish before them. They arrived at length at a
fort, surrounded by seven ditches full of water,
and a high wall. The King invested the place,
filled up the ditches, and destroyed the wall in three
weeks. The Raja and his family were taken, and
great booty obtained, while the government of Tir-
hoot was left in the hands of Ahmud Khan, the son
of Mullik Tubligha, after which the King returned
towards Dehly. On reaching Afghanpoor, he was
met by his son Aluf Khan, with all the nobles of
the court, who came to congratulate him on his
safe return. At this spot Aluf Khan had raised a
temporary wooden building, in three days’ time, for
his father’s reception. When the entertainment
was over, the King ordered his equipage to pro-
ceed : every body hastened out, and stood ready to
accompany him, when the roof ot the building sud-
denly fell, and the King and five of his attendants
were crushed in the ruins.

Some authors have attributed this accident to the
nature of the building, and think it might have
been pushed down by the crowd of elephants
that were without. Others refer it to design, of
which they accuse the Prince Aluf Khan as the
contriver, because, say they, the construction of
such a building in a cainp was quite unnecessary ;
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and Zcea Burny, a contemporary of Feroze Togh-
luk, between whom and Alut’ Khan, afterwards
Mahomed Toghluk, the greatest intimacy subsisted,
has neglected to mention the story in his history.
But it will occur to all unprejudiced persons,
that these accusations are far trom probable. For
it must be recollected that the Prince himself had
been for some time with his tather in the building,
during the entertainment : how, then, was he to
effect, as it'by a miracle, that the house should fall
on the very moment he left it? But the most
entertaining surmise is that recorded by Sudr
Jehan Guzeratty, who asserts, that the Prince
Aluf Khan raised the palace by magic, and the
instant the magical art which upheld it was with-
drawn, it fell.  Hajy Mahomed Kandahary says,
that it was struck by lightning, and this does
not scem at all improbable.  But God only knows
the real truth,

‘The death of Gheias-ood-Deen Toghluk hap-
pened in the month of Rubbece-ool- Awul, of the
Rubbee-ool- Awgl, YUAF 723, after a reign of four

AN TS, years and some monthy. The

February, — poet, Ameer Khoosrow of Dehly,

Acb 125, who lived to the end of this
King's reign, and reccived a pension of 1000
tunkas monthly, wrote the history ot this Prince,
under the title of the Toghluk Nama; but the work
IS very scarce.
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The Prince, Aluf Khan,ascends the throne, and assumes the title
of Mahomed. — Invasion of the Choghtay Tartars, under
Toormooshreen Khan. — Expeditions from Dehly into the
Deccan. — Disaffection throughout the kingdom. — The army
mutinies, — Expedients to recruit the King's finances — they

Jail.— The King sends an army to invade China — its total
destruction. — Insurrection in the Deccan by the King's
nephew — he is delivered up by the Raja, Bilal Dew, and
suffers a cruel death. — The King makes Dewgur his capital,
and causes it to be called Dowlutabad. — Compels the inka-
bitants of Dekly to occupy Dowlutabad. — Insurrection in
Mooltan. — Dehly repeopled. — Invasion of Punjab by the
Afghans. — Famine in Dehly. — The Gukkurs overrun Pun-
jab.— Revolt in Sumbhul. — Confederacy of the Hindoos in
the Deccan.— Revolt of the King's troops in the Deccan. —
Revolt in Malwa. — Revolt in Guzerat. — Death of the King

Jrom a surfeit of fish.

O~ the third day after the King’s funeral, his
eldest son Aluf Khan ascended the throne, by the
title of Mahomed Toghluk, and proceeded from
Toghlukabad to Dehly. On this occasion, the
streets of the city were strewed with flowers; the
houses adorned ; drums beaten ; and every demon-
stration of joy was exhibited. The new monarch
ordered some elephants laden with gold and
silver to precede and follow the procession, from
which money was scattered among the populace.
Tartar Khan, whom the late Gheias-ood-deen
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Toghluk had adopted as his son, and appointed
to the government of Soonargam, was honoured
with the title of Beiram Khan, and received a
hundred elephants, a crore of golden tunkas
appointed to the government of’ Bengal.  To Mullik
Sunjur Budukhshy were also given seventy lacks
(116,666 4s. +d.); to Mullik-ool-Moolk Iorad-
ood-Deen, eighty lacks (133,333 6s. 8d.; and
to Mowlana Azd-ood-deen, the King’s preceptor,

forty lacks (66,6661, 3s. +d.) ; all on one
A5 (ay,  Mowlana Nasir-ood-1Deen Koomy
AL 1525, . . . °

had an annual pension of one lack ; and
Mullik Ghazy, the poet, had also a pension to
the same amount. Nizam-ood-deen Ahmud Bukh-
shy, surprised at the vast sums stated by histo-
rians as having been lavished by this Prince, took
the trouble to ascertain, from authentic records,
that these tunkas were of the silver currency of
the day, in which was amalgamated a great deal of
allov, so that each tunka only exchanged for 16
copper pice. ® In the carly part of’ his reign, the
King's liberality attracted to Dehly some of the
most learned men of Asia, who returned to their
countries laden with honours and with gitts.  He
established hospitals for the sick, and almshouses
tor widows and orphans, on the most liberal scale.
He was the most cloquent and accomplished prince
of his time; and his letters, both in Arabic and
Persian, display so much clegance, good taste, and

* Maling a tunka worth only about k., sistead of 2., rad
the whole amount equal to 593,931/,
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good sense, that the most able secretaries of later
times study them with admiration. He was fond
of history, and had so retentive a memory, that he
recollected almost every event he read of, and the
time it occurred. He was skilled, also, in the
sciences of physic, logic, astronomy, and ma-
thematics ; and he had the talent of discovering
the character of persons from a very slight ac-
quaintance. He even went so far as to attend
himself on patients afflicted with any remarkable
disease. He studied the philosophy of the Greek
schools, and after his accession to the throne he
maintained disputes with Assud Muntuky, the me-
taphysician ; Oobeid the poet; Nujm.ood-deen
Intishar ; and Mowlana Ein-ood-deen Shirazy, be-
sides other learned men. He, however, took no
delight in works of fiction written for amusement,
such as tales or romances, nor did he encourage
buftoons or actors. He wrote some good Persian
poetry himself; and was the patron of literary men in
general.  He was not less famous for his gallantry
in the field than for those accomplishments which
render a man the ornament of private society. His
constant desire of extending his territory accounts
for his having passed the greater part of his life in
the camp. He is represented by contemporaries
as one of the wonders of the age in which he lived,
from his possessing, in so eminent a degree, qualities
and accomplishments so opposite. He even wished
to unite in his own person the duties of a mon.
arch with those of’ a high priest. He was always
regular at his own daily prayers, and punished
those persons who neglected theirs. He abstained
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from fornication, drunkenness, and other vices
forbidden in the holy book. But with all these
admirable qualities, he was wholly devoid of mercy
or of consideration for his people. The punish-
ments he inflicted were not only rigid, and cruel,
but frequently unjust.  So little did he hesitate to
spill the blood of (iod’s creatures, that when any
thing occurred which excited him to proceed to
that horrid extremity, one might have supposed
his object was to exterminate the human species
altogether.  No single week passed without his
having put to death one or more of the learned
and holy men who surrounded him, or some of
the secretaries who attended him.  On his nobles
and relatives, however, he conterred great honours
and distinctions, and the following were among
those who were mosttavoured : Mullik Feroze, his
cousin, was appointed Naib of the Barbik, or deputy
grand usher; Mullik Bedar Khiljy was graced
with the title of Kuddur Khan, and was made go-
vernor of Luknowty on the death of' Nasir-ood-
Deen Khiljy,  Kootloogh Khan was made Vakeel-
i-Dury; Mullik Mukbool was created Imam-ool-
Moolk, and was nominated Vizier-ool-Momalik.
Ahmud Ayaz reccived the title of Khwaja Jehan,
and the government of Guzerat; Mullik Mokbil
wis ereated Khan Jehan, and appointed vizier of
Guezerat. Mahomed, the son of Kootloogh Khan,
also received an estate tor his support in Guzerat ;
and Mullik Shahab-ood-Deen was ereated Mullik.
oot-Tomar (chiet” of the merchants), and received
the ostate of Nowsary for his maintenance.  In
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the year 727, in the beginning of the
:::1732;7 reign of Mahomed Toghluk, before the

government was settled, Toormooshreen
Khan, a chief of the tribe of Choghtay, and a Mo-
gul general of great fame, invaded Hindoostan with
avast army, in order to make an entire conquest of
it. He subdued Lumghan, Mooltan, and the
northern provinces, and advanced rapidly towards
Dehly. Mahomed Toghluk, seeing he could not
cope with the enemy in the field, and that the city
must soon fall, sued for peace. He sent valuable
presents in gold and jewels, to soften the Mogul
chief; who at last consented, on receiving almost the
priceof thekingdom, towithdraw to his own country,
retreating through Guzerat and Sind on his return ;
both of which territories he plundered, and carried
off many of the inhabitants. Zeea-ood-Deen Burny,
who flourished under this reign, has omitted to
make mention of this eventful irruption for fear of
giving offence to his successor. Mahomed Toghluk,
however, turned his thoughts to conquest within
India; and he so completely subjected the distant
provinces of Dwar-Sumoodra, Maabir, Kumpila,
Wurungole, Luknowty, Chutgaun (Chitagong),
and Soonargam; that they were as effectually
incorporated with the empire as the villages
in the vicinity of Dehly. He also subdued the
whole of the Carnatic, both in length and breadth,
even to the shore of the sea of Ooman.* But
in the convulsions which soon after shook the

* Indian ocean, lying between Arabia and the Indian penin-
sula.
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empire, all these conquests, with the exception of
Guzerat, were wrested trom him, and continued
separate. The causes of the disturbances were
chiefly these : the heavy taxes which in this reign
were imposed on the inhabitants of the 1Jooab,
and other provinces ; the passing of copper money
for silver, by public decree ; the raising of” 370,000
horse tor the conquest ot Khorassan and Mawur.
ool-Nchr; the sending of 100,000 horse towards
the mountains between India and China; the cruel
massacre of many Mahomedans, as well as Hindoos,
in different parts of’ India; and many other lesser
reasons, which, tor the sake of” brevity, we torbear
to mention.

The duties levied on the necessaries of lite
realised with the utmost rigour, were too great for
the power ot industry to cope with : the country,
in consequence, became involved in poverty and
distress.  The tarmers tfled to the woods, and
maintained themselves by rapine; the lands were
lett uncultivated 5 tamine  desolated  whole  pro-
vinees, and the suflerings of the people oblite-
rated trom their minds every idea ot subjection.
The copper money, for want of’ proper regu-
lations, was productive ot evils equal to those
already specitied. The  King, untortunately for
his people, adopted his ideas upon currency from
a Chinese custom of using paper on the Eme
peror’s eredity, with the roval seal appended, in licu
of’ ready money,  Mahomed “Foghluk, instead of
stumpaed paper, struch a0 copper coin, which he
issued at an maginary value, and caused it to pass
curtent by adecree throughout Hindoostan,  ‘The
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mint was under bad regulations. Bankers acquired
large fortunes by coinage. Foreign merchants
made their payments in copper to the home manu-
facturers, though they themselves received for the
articles they sold silver and gold in foreign mar-
kets. There was so much corruption practised
in the mint, that for a premium to those persons
who had the management of it, merchants had
their coin struck considerably below the legal
-value; and these abuses were connived at by the
government. The great calamity, however, conse-
quent upon this debasement of the coin arose from
the known instability of the government. Public
credit could not long subsist in a state so liable to
: revolutions as Hindoostan; for how could
A1 727 the people in the remote provinces re-
ceive for money, the base representative

of a treasury that so often changed its master?
From these evils the discontent became uni-
versal, and the King was at length obliged to call
in the copper currency. Such abuses had occurred
in the mint, however, that, after the treasury was
emptied, there still remained a heavy demand.
This debt the King struck off, and thousands were
ruined. The state, so far from gaining by this
crude scheme, had exhausted its treasury; and the
bankers, and some merchants, alone accumulated
fortunes at the expence of their sovereign and the
people. Mahomed Toghluk, at the representation
ot Ameer Nowroze Beg, a Mogul chief, who, with
thousands of his tribe, had entered into the service,
buoyed himself up with hopes of the facility of re-
ducing both Persia and Tartary. But, before
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these projects could be put in cxecution, the
troops were all in arrcars.  These, tinding they
could not subsist without pay, dispersed, and
carried pillage, ruin, and death to every quarter.
Such are the calamities comprehending the do-
mestic transactions of” many years. The public
treasury thus exhausted by his tormer impolitic
scheme, the King resolved to repair his losses by
putting in execution a project equally absurd.
Having heard ot the great wealth of China,
Mahomed ‘Toghluk conceived the idea of sub-
duing that empire; but, in order to accomplish
his design, it was found necessary first to conquer
the country of Hemachul®, which lies between the
borders of China and India.  Accordingly, in the
vear 738, he ordered 100,000 horse,
under the command of” his sister’s son,
Khoosrow Mullik, to subdue this moun-
tainous region, and to establish garrisons as far as the
frontiers of China.  When this should be effected,
he proposed to advance in person with his whole
army to invade that empire. The nobles and
counsellors of state in vain assured him, that
the troops of India never yet could, and never
would advance a step within the limits of China,
and that the whole scheme was visionary.  The
King insisted on making the eaxperiment, and
the army was accordingly put in motion.  Having
cntered the mountains, small torts were built on the

Ao H. T3S,
v, 1337,

® Nopal, and the countries on botis sudes of the Himmalaya

mountaine.,
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road, to secure a communication; and
A.H.785. . . .
a.p.1837. Pproceeding in this manner, the troops

reached the Chinese boundary, where a
numerous army appeared to oppose them. The
numbers of the Indians were by this time greatly
diminished, and being much inferior to the enemy,
they were struck with dismay; which was only in-
creased, when they considered their distance from
home, the rugged country they had passed, the
approach of the rainy season, and the scarcity
of provisions, which now began to be severely felt.
With these feelings, they commenced their retreat
towards the foot of the range of hills, where the
mountaineers, rushing down upon them, plundered
their baggage, and the Chinese army also followed
them closely. In this distressing situation the In-
dian army remained for seven days, suffering the ex-
treme of famine. At length, the rain began to fall
in torrents ; the cavalry were up to the bellies of
their horses in water. The waters obliged the
Chinese to remove their camp to a greater distance,
and gave to Khoosrow Mullik some hopes of effect-
ing his retreat ; but he found the low country com-
pletely inundated, and the mountains covered with
impervious woods. The misfortunes of the army
seemed to be at a crisis; no passage remained to
them for retreat, but that by which they entered the
hills, which was occupied by the mountaineers ; so
that in the short space of fifteen days the Indian
army fell a prey to famine, and became the victims
of the King’s ambition. Scarcely a man returned
to relate the particulars, excepting those who were
left behind in the garrisons; and the few of those

VOL. I. EE
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troops who evaded the cnemy did not escape the
more fatal vengeance of their King, who ordered
them to be put to death on their return to Dehly.
Baha-ood-Decn, the King’s nephew, a nobleman
of high reputation, known more genecrally by his
original name of Koorshasip, possessed a go-
vernment in the Deccan called Sagur.®  He began
to turn his thoughts towards the throne, and gained
over many of the nobles of his principality to his
interest. Through the influence of these chiefs,
and by the great riches he had acquired, the power
of Koorshasip became so formidable, that he at-
tacked some chiefs, who continued firm in their
allegiance to the King, and obliged them to
take refuge in the fort of Mando. The King
having intelligence of' this revolt, commanded
Khwaja Jehan, with many other officers, and
the whole of the Guzerat forces, to chastise
the rebel chief. When the King's army arrived
a.n. 730, betore Degwur, they found the troops of
A 1338 Koorshasip drawn up in order of battle
to receive them.  After a gallant contest, the rebel
chicftain was defeated, owing to the defection of
Khizr Bahram, one of his principal officess, who,
with his whole division, went over to the royal
army during the engagement.  Koorshasip fled to
Sagur; but not daring to remain there, he carried
off his family and wealth to Kumpilat, in the
Carnatic, and took refuge in the dominions of the

® Thi» must be Sagur, near Koolburga.
t I beliese there is a place of this name on the Tooagbudrs,
ncar Beejanuggur.
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raja of that place, with whom he had maintained a
friendly intercourse.

Mahomed Toghluk, in the mean time, took the
field, and arriving soon after at Dewgur, sent
from thence Khwaja Jehan with a force against
Koorshasip, and the Raja of Kumpila. The
" royalists were twice defeated; but fresh rein-
forcements arriving from Dewgur, Khwaja Jehan
engaged the Raja a third time, and gained a vic-
tory, in which the Raja of Kumpila was made
prisoner, but Koorshasip fled to the court of Bilal
Dew *, who, fearing to draw the same misfortunes
upon himself as the neighbouring raja had done,
seized Koorshasip, and sent him bound to Kwaja
Jehan, and at the same time acknowledged the su-
premacy of the King of Dehly. Khwaja Jehan
immediately despatched the prisoner to court,
when he was ordered to be flayed, and shown a
horrid spectacle, all around the city, while the ex-
ecutioner proclaimed aloud, ¢ Thus shall all traitors
¢ to their king perish.”

The King was so much pleased with the situ-
ation and strength of Dewgur, and considered it so
much more centrical than Dehly, that he de-
termined to make it his capital. On proposing
this subject to his ministers, the majority were of
opinion, that Oojein was a more proper place for
that purpose. The King, however, had previously
formed his resolution ; he, therefore, gave orders,
that the city of Dehly, then the envy of the world,
should be evacuated, and that men, women, and

* Raja of Dwar Sumoodra.
EE 2
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children, with all their effects and cattle, should
migrate to Dewgur. To add importance to the
cvent, he caused trees to be torn up by the roots,
and planted in rows along the road, to yield the
travellers shade; and required that all who had
not money to defray the expense of’ their removal,
should be fed on the journey at the public expense.
He directed, also, that for the future Dewgur should
be called Dowlutabad. He raised several fine
buildings within it, and excavated a deepditch round
the fort, which he repaired and beautitied.  On the
top of the hill whereon the citadel stood, he formed
new reservoirs tor water, and made a beautiful
garden. These measures, however, greatly affected
the King’s popularity, and disgusted the people.
Mahomed Toghluk having effected this object,
marched his army against the fort of Kondhana °,
_ near Joonere.  Nage-nak, a Koly chief-
:::_'l';:",_ tain, opposed him, with great bravery,
but was torced to take refuge within his
wills.  As the place was built on the summit of a
steep mountain, inaccessible but by one narrow
pass cut through the rock, the King had no hopes of
reducing it but by famine.  He accordingly caused
it to be closely blockaded, and at- the same time
made some attacks on the works, in which he was
repulsed with heavy loss.  The garrison, distressed
for provisions, and having no hopes of the King’s
retreat, at length evacuated the tort, at the ex-
piration of cight months, atter which the King re-
turned to Dowlutabad.
He hidd not been long in his capital, when he heard

* Kundhana, the modern Singur, near Poma.
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that his father’s old friend, Mullik Beiram Abia,
the viceroy of Mooltan, had rebelled, and was then
reducing the Punjab. The cause of the revolt was
this. Mahomed Toghluk having issued orders to
all his officers to send their families to Dowlu-
tabad, Ally the messenger, who was despatched to
Mooltan, presuming too much upon the King’s au-
thority, had, on observing some hesitation on the part
of Mullik Beiram, proceeded toimpertinent threats;
and one day even told Mullik Beiram’s son-in-law,
that he believed the viceroy meditated treason
against the state. High words arose between
them, which ended in blows ; and the messenger’s
head was struck off by one of Mullik Beiram’s
servants. Mullik Beiram, knowing the violent
temper of the King, foresaw that this disrespect to
his authority would never be forgiven, and re-
solved to take up arms. The King, on learning
what had occurred, put his army in motion, towards
Mooltan ; and Mullik Beiram prepared to oppose it.
The two armies, each eager for victory, engaged
with resolution ; and, after a considerable slaughter,
on both sides, the troops of Mullik Beiram were
defeated. The King then gave orders for a general
massacre of the inhabitants of Mooltan, but the
learned sheikh, Rookn-ood-Deen interceded for
them, and prevented the effects of this cruel
mandate. Mullik Beiram, being over-taken in the
pursuit, was slain, and his head brought to the King,
who returned towards Dehly.

At sight of their native country and city, all
those persons who had been forced to Dowlutabad
began to desert the army and to disperse themselves

EE 8
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in the woods. The Emperor, to prevent the conse-
quences of this desertion, took up his
A 17;:0 residence in the city, whither he invited
his troops to return, and remained
there for the space of two years; but again resolving
to make Dowlutabad his capital, he removed his
own family, and compelled the nobles to do the
same. He also carried off the whole of the inha-
bitants a second time to the Deccan, leaving the
noble metropolis of Dehly a resort for owls, and a
dwelling-place for the beasts of the desert.

At this time the taxes were so heavy, and ex-
acted with such rigour by the revenue officers, that
in the whole extent of that fertile tract, lying be-
tween the rivers Ganges and Jumna, the culti-
vators, weary of their lives, sct fire to their bouses,
and retired to the woods with their families and
cattle. Many populous towns were abandomed,
and remained so for several years. The colony of
Dowlutabad was also in great distress. The people,
without houses, and without cmployment, were
reduced to the utmost misery. The tyrannical
caprices of this despot exceed any thing we have
met with in history; of which the following is a
horrid instance.  While he remained at Dehly be
led his army out to hunt, as is customary with
princes. When he arrived in the district of
Beiram, he plainly told his ofticers, that he came
not to hunt beasts, but men, and without any ob-
vious reason, began to massacre the inhabitants,
He had even the barbarity to bring home some
thowsands of their heads, and to hang them
over the city walls.  On another occasion he made
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an excursion towards Kunowj, and put to death
the inhabitants of that city, and the neighbourhood
for many miles round, spreading terror and deso-
lation wherever he turned his eyes.

During this time Mullik Fukhr-ood-Deen, after
the death of Mullik Beiram, rebelled in the eastern
provinces. He slew Kuddur Khan, and possessed
himself of the three provinces of Bengal, viz. Luks
nowty, Soonargam, and Chutgam (Chittagong),
Advices were also brought, that Syud Hussun had
rebelled in Maabir *, on which the King ordered
Syud Ibrahim, the son of Syud Hussun, and all
his family, to prison, and himself marched in the
year 742, after the sacking of Kunowj,
towards Maabir. When he reached
Dowlutabad, he laid a heavy contri-
bution on that city and the neighbouring provinces,
which created an insurrection; but his numerous
army soon reduced the insurgents to their former
state of slavery. From Dowlutabad he sent back
a part of his army under Khwaja Jehan to Dehly,
while he himself marched towards Maabir by the
way of Tulingana.

When Mahomed Toghluk arrived before Wu-
rungole, a pestilence broke out in his camp, to
which a great part of his army fell victim. He
had, on this occasion, nearly lost his own life, and
was induced to leave one of his officers, Mullik Naib
Imad-ool-Moolk, to command the army, and to
return himself towards Dowlutabad. On the way,
he was afflicted with a violent tooth-ache, and lost

A. H.'T42.
A.D. 1841.

* The western coast of the peninsula.
EE %
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one of his tecth, which he ordered to be buried
with much ceremony at Beer, and caused a mag-
nificent tomb to be reared over it, which stll
remains a monument of his vanity and folly.
Having arrived at Moongy-Peitun, he found him.
sclf’ better, and halted to take medicines for some
days. In this place he gave to Shahab-ood-Deen
Mooltany the title of’ Noosrut-Khan, and the go-
vernment of Bidur with its dependencies, which
yiclded annually a revenue of one crore of’ rupees.
He, at the same time, conferred the government
of' Dowlutabad, and the country of Mahrashtra,
upon Kootloogh Khan, who had been his tutor in
carly lite.

From Peitun he proceeded in his palky to
Dehly, having heard of” some disturbance among
the Atizhans in that capital; and, on this occasion,
he gave permission to such of” the inhabitants of
Dowlutabad as were willing to return to Dehly, to
do so.  Many thonsands made the attempt, but
several of them perished on the way by a famine,
which then desolated the countries of Malwa
and Chundery.  When the rest reached Dehly,
they tound the famine raging there with such
fury, that very few persons could procure the
necessaries of' lite.  The King's heart seemed for
once to be softened with the miseries of his sub-
juets.  He even, tor a time, changed his conduct,
and took some pains to encourage husbandry and
commerce, and, for this purpose, distributed
larere sums to the inhabitants from the treasury.
But, as the people were distressed for toad, lht‘}'
expended the money in the necessaries of life, and
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many of them were severely punished upon that
account.

Shahoo*, a chief of the mountain Afghans,
about this time commenced hostilities in the north, -
and poured down with his followers like a torrent
upon Mooltan. He laid waste the province, slew
Behzad Khan, the viceroy, in battle, and put his
army to flight. The King now prepared an army
at Dehly, and moved towards Mooltan ; but Sha-
hoo, on his approach, wrote him a submissive
letter, and fled to the mountains of Afghanistan.
Perceiving that it would be useless to pursue
him, the King returned to Dehly. The famine
still continued to rage in the city, so that men
ate one another. The King, in this distress, or-
dered a second distribution of money towards the
sinking of wells, and the cultivation of lands, but
the people, weakened by hunger, and distracted
by private distresses in their families, made very
little progress in restoring prosperity, while the
continuation of the drought rendered all their
labours vain. At this time, also, the tribes of
Mundulla, Chowhan, Meeana, Bhurteea, and
others, who inhabited the country about Soonam
and Samana, unable to discharge their rents, fled
to the woods. The King marched forthwith in
that direction, and massacred several thousands
of them.

AL 1L T48. In the year 743, Mullik Heidur, a
A.0.1342. chief of the Gukkurs, invaded Pun-
jab, and slew Tartar Khan, the viceroy of La-

* This is, probably, some error in the original ; but which
the editor could not venture to alter.
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hore, in action. To reduce this enemy, Khwaja
Jehan was sent into that quarter. The King, at
this time, took it into his head, that all the calami-
tics of his reign proceeded from his not having
been confirmed on his throne by the Abassy
Caliph. He, theretore, despatched presents and
ambassadors to Arabia, and caused the Caliph’s
name, in place ot his own, to be struck on all the
current coin, and prohibited his own name from
being included at public worship in the mosques,

till the Caliph’s confirmation arrived.
:: : 17.::* In the year 744, a holy person, of

the race of the Prophet, named Hajy
Sayeed Hoormozy, returned with the ambassador,
and brought a letter from the Caliph and a royal
dress.  The Caliph’s envoy was met 12 miles out-
side the city by the King in person, who advanced
to receive him on foot, put the letter of the Caliph
upon his head, and opened it with great solemnity
and respect. When he returned into the city,
he ordered a grand festival to be made, and caused
the public prayers to be said in all the mosques,
striking out every king’s name from the Khootba
who had not been contirmed.  Among the number
of those degraded monarchs was the King’s
own father. He even carried this fancy so far,
as to cause the Caliph’s name to appear on all
his robes, and turniture.  The ambassador, after
having been  sumptuously entertained, received
a letter to his master, full of respect, and also
bore presents of great value.  He was accompanied
on his return by Kubeer Khan, commander of
the houschold troops.
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This year Krishn Naig, the son of Luddur Dew,
who lived near Wurungole, went privately to Bilal
Dew, Raja of the Carnatic, and told him, that he
had heard the Mahomedans, who were now very
numerous in the Deccan, had formed the design of
extirpating all the Hindoos, that it was, therefore,
advisable to combine against them. Bilal Dew,
convened a meeting of his kinsmen, and resolved,
first, to secure the forts of his own country, and
then to remove his seat of government among the
mountains. Krishn Naig promised, on his part
also, that when their plans were ripe for execu-
tion, to raise all the Hindoos of Wurungole and
Tulingana, and put himself at their head.

Bilal Dew, accordingly, built a strong city upon
the frontiers of his dominions, and called it after
his son Beeja, to which the word nuggur, or city,
was added, so that it is now known by the name
of Beejanuggur.* He then raised an army, and
put part of it under the command of Krishn
Naig, who reduced Wurungole, and compelled
Imad-ool-Moolk, the governor, to retreat to Dow-
lutabad. Bilal Dew and Krishn Naig, united
to their forces the troops of the Rajas’ of Maabir
and Dwar-Sumoodra, who were formerly tributaries
to the government of the Carnatic. The confe-
derate Hindoos seized the country occupied by
the Mahomedans, in the Deccan, and expelled
them, so that within a few months, Mahomed
Toghluk had no possessions in that quarter except
Dowlutabad. .

* Vijeianuggur, the city of victory.
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On receiving this intelligence, the King was ex-
asperated, and became more cruel than ever,
wreaking his rage upon his own subjects, whom be
slew without distinction. His conduct occasioned
general disaffection ; and the effects of anarchy
prevailed throughout the realm. The famine still
continued in the city of DDchly, and the people de-
serted it ; till at length the King, unable to procure
provisions even for his household, was obliged to
abandon it also, and to open the gates, and per-
mit the few half-starved inhabitants whom he had
lately confined to provide for themselves. Thou-
sands crowded towards Bengal, which, as we have
before observed, had revolted trom his rule. Ma-
homed Toghluk encamped his army near Kampila®
and Putially, on the banks of the (Ganges, and drew
supplies from the countries of Oude and Kurra
The people of his camp here built houses, till at
length a town arose under the name of Surgdewary.

L In the ycar 7435, one Nizam Bein, a
::,'w"'., person of low origin, was governor of
Sumbhul.  This person, unable to collect

the estimated revenue, and which he had promised,
raised a mob of the discontented farmers, and
assuming the royval cnsigns, took the title of
Alla-ood-Deen.  Betore the King, however, could
march against him, Ein-ool-Moolk, the Soobadar
of Oude, raised forces, defeated him, and sent
his head to court.  Noosrut Khan, who had farmed

* It is proper to remark here, that there are two places of
the name, the one Kampila, on the Ganges, and the other
stuated in the Carnatic (properly so called), near Beejanuggur.
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the revenue of the whole province of Bidur at one
crore of rupees, unable to make good that contract,
also rebelled in the same year; but Kootloogh
Khan, being ordered against him from Dowlu-
tabad, expelled him from his government. During
this period, Ameer Ally, the nephew of Zuffur
Khan Allahy, one of the Ameer Judeeda®, was
sent from Dowlutabad, to collect the revenue
of Koolburga; but finding no legitimate authority
in the country, he summoned together his Mogul
brethren, raised an army, and occupied Koolburga
and Bidur on his own account, in the year
746. Mahomed Toghluk, on this oc-
casion, sent the Malwa army as a rein-
forcement to Kootloogh Khan to sup-
press this rebellion. When Kootloogh Khan
arrived on the confines of Bidur, Ameer Ally gave
him battle, but was defeated, and obliged to shut
himself up in the city. He was, however, soon
obliged to capitulate, and Kootloogh Khan carried
him prisoner to the King at Surgdewary, who
banished him and his brethren to Ghizny. These
people returning to Dehly some time afterwards,
without permission, they were apprehended, and
put to death.

A.H.746.
A.D.1346.

* It is proper to mention in this place, that the Ameer Judeeda
(new officers) was a term given to the newly-converted Moguls
and their descendants, who, having invaded India, had embraced
the Mahomedan religion, and the service of the kings of Dehly
at the same time. Being foreigners, and without any local par-
tialities, they were deemed the best instruments for carrying
into effect the orders of a despotic prince. They were, how-
ever, bold and high spirited, and soon shook off their allegiance.
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Ein-ool-Moolk, Soobadar of Oude, having paid
great attention to the King, and entirely gained his
favour, was appointed to the viceroyship of Dow-
lutabad, and Wurungole, in the room of' Kootloogh
Khan. Ein-ool-Moolk considered this appointment
as a prelude, on the partof the King, to deprive
him of office ; tor when he considered the services
which Kootloogh Khan had rendered in the
Deccan, and the power he enjoyed, Ein-ool-Moolk
concluded the King only intended to withdraw him
from his own province, in order eventually to
deprive him of oftice altogether. Meanwhile, a
number of the clerks of the revenues, being
convicted of abuses in their departments, were
ordered to be put to death. Some who survived,
found means to cscape to Ein-ool-Moolk, and
endeavoured to contirm him in his suspicions
of the King’s intentions. Ein-ool-Moolk accord-
ingly refused to proceed to the Deccan, and breaking
out into rebellion, sent a detachment of horse
under the command of his brother, who carried
oft all the clephants, camels, and horses that
were foraging near the roval camp.  The King
instantly  summoned the troops in the vicinity
to his assistance, while Khwaja Jehan joined him
with a force from Dehly.  The King now marched
against  Ein-ool-Moolk, who by this time had
crossed the Ganges, and was advancing.  Ein-
ool-Moolk had hopes that the roval army, disgusted
with their sovereign, would join him. The
King behaved  with  great intrepidity on this
occasion.  He mounted his horse, and led his
troops in person, and after a sharp conflict put the
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rebels to flight. Ein-ool-Moolk was
A ’1%16 taken prisoner, and his brother Sheikh
Oolla, who had been wounded in the
action, was drowned while swimming across the
Ganges; and Ruheem-Dad, another brother, was
slain on the field. Contrary to expectation, the
King not only pardoned Ein-ool-Moolk, but re-
stored him to his former office, saying, that he was
certain he was a loyal subject, but had been insti-
gated to this rebellion by others. He now pro-
ceeded to Bhyraich, to pay his devotions at the
tomb of Salar Musaood Ghazy, one of the descend-
ants of Sooltan Mahmood of Ghizny, who had been
killed there by the Hindoos, in the year 557.
(A.D.1162.) He distributed alms among the
fakeers, who resided at Bhyraich, and then returned
to Dehly. After this period, Hajy Rujub Ruffeea
returned from Bagdad, and Sheikh-0os-Sheiookh
Misry arrived as envoy from the Caliph. He was
received with the same distinctions as the former
ambassador, and was dismissed with rich presents.
Not long after, a prince of the house of Abass
arrived at Dehly, and was met by the King in
state, at the village of Palum. He was presented
with two lacks of tunkas, (3333/. 9s. 8d.) an estate,
a palace at Dehly, and five gardens. Out of
respect to the Caliph, this prince was always
placed on the King’s right hand at court, and the
King sometimes even condescended to sit on the
carpet below him.
It was at this period, that some of the courtiers
calumniated Kootloogh Khan, governor of Dowlu-



432 MAHOMED TOGHLUK.

tabad, and accused him of oppression and abuse of
authority in his government, though, in truth, he
was a man of great integrity.  The King, however,
recalled him, and ordered his brother Mowlana
Nizam-ood-Deen, then at Baroach (to whom he
gave the title of Alum-ool-Moolk), to assume
charge of the government of the Deccan, till he
should send some other person from court.  When
the King’s order arrived, Kootloogh Khan was
employed in constructing a reservoir of water,
which is called the Houz-i-Kootluo * to this day.
This work he begged of his brother to complete,
and prepared to return to Dehly, with the reve-
nues of the Deccan, which he had previously se-
cured in the fort of Dhara-Gir, the hill-fort of
Dowlutabad, so called. After the arrival of
Kootloogh Khan, the Deccan was divided into four
provinees, and four governors were nominated,
who had orders to reduce it, as betore, to the King’s
authority.  T'o accomplish this end, a numerous
army, under the command ot Imad-ool- Moolk, now
created Sipah-Salar ot the Deccan, was directed
to march to Dowlutabad ; Survur-ool-Moolk, and
Yoosoot” Bokraz, two officers of distinction, were
also sent with him. “These three officers were
ordered to place themselves under the immediate
authority of” Alum-ool-Moolk, the newly appointed
viceroy 3 and it was estimated that they would be
able to realise, annually, a revenue of seven erore of
silver tunkas t, out of the resources of the country.

® This reservoir, on the table-land abose Dowlutabad, is still
to bhe seen.

t IF the tunka be artimated at k4., according to the comput-
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So extremely ill did this arrangement turn out,
that the people, disgusted at the removal of Koot~
loogh Khan, and the want of capacity displayed
by the new administration, rebelled in all quarters,
and the country was devastated and depopulated
in consequence.

To make up the deficiency of the revenue, as
well as to gratify their own avarice, the Deccan
officers plundered and oppressed the inhabitants,
At this time, also, the government of Malwa was
conferred on Azeez, a person of low origin, for-
merly a wine-seller, who was told that the Ameer
Judeeda being considered dangerous subjects by
the King, he must contrive some plan for their ex»
tirpation.  These measures being put in- train,
the King marched back to his old cantonments
at Surgdewary, and began to promote agri-
culture on a plan originating with himself. He
appointed an inspector of husbandry, by the name
of Amurgo, literally, one who issues commands.
This person divided the country into districts of
60 miles square, each placed under an officer to
be responsible for its cultivation and improve-
ment.  About 100 of these officers received their
appointments at once, and 70 laks of tunkas,
(116,666L) were issued out of the treasury, in two
years, to enable them to carry on the business.
The object, however, entirely failed; and it is likely,

ation of Nizam-ood-Deen Ahmud Bukhshy, this sum would
amount to 1,166,666l. sterling, which, considering the loose
tenure by which the Moslems held their possessions in the
Dcccean, seems a large suwn.

VOL. I. F F
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if the King had ever returned to Dehly, he would
not have spared the life of one of those revenue
officers.

When Azeez arrived at Dhar, in Malwa, he in-
vited the Ameer Judeeda, or foreign chiefs, to an
entertainment, and assassinated 70 of them with
their attendants. He wrote to the King an ac-
count of this transaction, who sent him a present
of a dress and a fine horse, and required all the ofi-
cers of his court to write congratulatory letters
on the subject, and to send him each a present.
The King had lately taken into his head, that
he should be better served by people of low
birth than by men of tamily.  He accordingly pro-
moted Lutchena, a singer, Pecroo, a gardener, and
Munga his son, Baboo, a weaver, Mokbil, a slave,
and other mean persons, to the rank of nobles, and
raised them to the command of” provinces, and to
high offices at court ; forgetting the lines of the
poct, who observes,

“ Let the man who shall raise up a slave recollect,
“ It ever a grateful return he expect,

** That his labour is lost ; and too late he shall ind
* A venomous reptile his heart hath eotwined.” ®

Having discovered that men of’ character would
not become the instruments of” his wickedness, the
King clevated these wretches to rank and power;
but the consequence was, that the hereditary nobles,
and more particularly the Ameer Judeeda (the
torcign oflicers . only watched tor opportunities to
revolt, especially atter the massacre by Azeez in
Malwa.  This spirit was first evineed in Guzerat,

* Firdowsy's ratire on Sooltan Mahmood Ghizncvy.
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On the discovery of the feelings of the nobles, the
King’s new governor, Mullik Mokbil, who, with
the title of Khan Jehan, had been just nominated
to the office, secured the treasure, and proceeded
to Dehly. The Ameer Judeeda, hearing of his
movements, intercepted him with a body of horse,
and not only robbed but compelled him to retire
to Nehrwala, the capital of Guzerat. The King,
on hearing of this assault, prepared to march to-
Guzerat, leaving his nephew Feroze governor at’

Dehly. In the year 748, he encamped

“l Z;f.}_ at Sooltanpoor, about 30 miles from the
city, where he waited till he could collect
his army.

Kootloogh Khan, the King’s preceptor, and the
ex-viceroy of the Deccan, being then at the capital,
sent a message to the King through Zeea-ood-Deen
Burny, the author of the history of Feroze Shah,
saying that this petty insurrection did not demand
the presence of the King, himself volunteering
to march, and bring matters to issue; observing,
that the absence of the King, at this particular mo-
ment, from Dehly might favour a rebellion in
other quarters. This advice had no effect on Ma-
homed Toghluk who continued his preparations
for moving as before. An address now came from
Azeez, the vintner’s son, begging to be allowed to
reduce the foreign chiefs of Guzerat, he being
nearer to the scene, and having a sufficient force,
as he supposed, for that purpose. The King as-
sented, but expressed much doubt of his success,
knowing him to be a dastard, and without ex-
perience. Azeez advanced towards Guzerat; but

FF 2
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in the beginning of the action he was panic-struck,
and falling trom his horse was taken and suffered
a cruel death, while his army was totally defeated.

The King, when informed of this disaster,
proceeded without delay. It was during this jour-
ney that he told Zeea-ood-Deen Burny the his-
torian, that he understood the people thought these
rebellions arose out of his severe punishments;
“ but,” said he, ¢ they shall never prevent them.
“ Crimes must be punished.  You are a great his-
s¢ torian, and learned in the law, in what instances
“ arce capital punishments warranted ?**

The historian replied, ¢¢ Seven sorts of criminals
¢ deserve severe punishment.  These are, 1. Apos-
¢ tates from their religion. 2. Those who shed
s innocent blood. 3. Double adulterers. 4. Re-
“ bellious persons. 5. Officers  disobeying law.
« ful orders. 6. Thieves. 7. Perverters of the
 Jaws,”

The King then asked, ¢ How many of these seven
“are mentioned in the law of the Koran ?” Zeea-
ood-Deen said, *Three ; apostates, shedders of
« Mahomedan blood, and double adulterers. The
¢ other four are punishable consistently with good
“ policy.”  The King said, « All this may be very
¢ true, but mankind has become much worse since
¢ those laws were made.”

When the King reached the hills of Aboogur, on
the confines of Guzerat, he seut one of his generals
against the robels.  He encountered them in the
vicinity of the viliage of Devy, and gave them a total
deteat. “The King now proceeded by slow marches
to Laroach, and Muilik Mokbil wassent in pursuitof
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the rebels. This officer came up with them on the
Nurbudda, put the greatest part to the sword; and
the few who escaped took refuge with Man-Dew,
Raja of Buglana, by whom they were plundered of
their wealth.

On this occasion many of the Mogul chiefs fell;
and the towns of Cambay and Surat were sacked
by the King’s troops. The King now resolved to
seize the persons of the Ameer Judeeda of the
Deccan; and he proposed doing it thus : Zein-ood.
Deen Zund, entitled Movyeid-ood-Deen, and Mul-
lik Mokbil, the son of Rookn-ood-Deen Tahnesurry,
both of whom were the most disreputable fellows
of the time, were employed and sent to Dowlu-
tabad, to secure the Ameer Judeeda, and to bring
them to punishment. Mullik Mokbil, according
to orders, repaired to Dowlutabad, and summoned
the Ameer Judeeda from Rachoor, Moodkul
Koolburga, Bidur, Bejapoor, Gunjouty, Raibagh
Gilhurry, Hookerry, and Berar. *

The Ameer Judeeda, conformably to those
orders, prepared to come to Dowlutabad; and
when they arrived, Mullik Mokbil selzed and
despatched them, under a guard of 1500 horse,
to the royal presence. On atriving on the Dee-
can frontier, at the Manukpoonj pass, fearing the
King had a design on their lives, they entered
into a confederacy, and with one accord fell upon
the guard, and slew Ahmud Lacheen who com.

* This geographical sketch gives a good notion of the extent
of the Mahomedan conquests before the period of the inde-
pendent kmgs of the Deccan.
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manded the ecscort, with many of his people, and
the rest of' the King’s troops under the com-
mand of one Hoossein Ally fled to Dowlutabad.
- The Ameer Judecda pursued them
::";’tr_ closely, and before measures could be
taken to put the place in a state of de-
fence, they took it, being favoured by the garrison.
Having experienced kindness from the viceroy,
Alum-ool-Moolk, the insurgents spared his life
and property, but the rest of the King’s officers
were put to death, and the public treasure was di-
vided among the captors. The Ameer Judeeda
of Guzerat and other parts, who had retired to the
woods and mountains, hearing of’ the success of
their brethren in the Deccan, joined them; and
Ismael, one of their leaders, was proclaimed King,
by the title of Nasir-ood-Deen.

Mahomed Toghluk, hearing of this revolution,
left Baroach, and proceeded towards Dowlutabad.
The Ameer Judeeda drew out their army, and
waited to give him battle.  The two armies met ;
and the insurgent troops, though greatly inferior
in point of numbers, roused by their danger and
wrongs, assaulted the royal troops with such vio-
lence, that the right and left wings tell back, and
the whole army was upon the point of flight.  But
many of the chicttains who tought in the van being
killed, 000 of the troops of the Ameer Judeeda
fled, and night coming on, lett the battle un-
decided. A council was called by the Ameer
Judeada, who had sutfered severely in the engage-
ment, and it was determined that their King,
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Ismael, should retire into Dowlutabad, with a
strong garrison. That the remainder should dis-
perse till Mahomed Toghluk might quit the
Deccan; when they resolved to re-assemble at
Dowlutabad. = Mahomed Toghluk, meanwhile,
having ordered Imad-ool-moolk, then at Elich-
poor, to pursue the fugitives, himself laid siege
to Dowlutabad.

In this state of affairs, advices arrived that one
Mullik Toghan, heading the Ameer Judeeda of
Guzerat, had been joined by many of the ze-
mindars, and had not only taken possession of
Nehrwala the capital, but had put to death Moo-
zuffur Khan, the Naib of Guzerat, had imprisoned
Moiz-ood-Deen the governor, and after having
plundered Cambay, was now besieging Baroach.
Mahomed Toghluk, on hearing this news, left one
of his generals to conduct the siege of Dowlutabad,
and with the greater part of his army marched to
Guzerat. He was plundered on his route of many
clephants, and a great part of his baggage, by
the Deccanees, by whom he was closely pursued.
Having, however, arrived at Baroach, and en-
camped on the Nurbudda, Mullik Toghan retreated
to Cambay, whither he was followed by Mullik
Yoosoof Bokraz, whom the King detached in pur-
suit. Mullik Toghan engaged his pursuers at
Cambay, and not only defeated them, but slew
Mullik Yoosoof, and many other officers of dis-
tinction. He also caused all the prisoners taken
in the action, as well as those formerly in confine-
ment, to be put to death, among whom was Moiz-
ood-Deen, the governor of Guzerat.

FF 4
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Mahomed Toghluk, hearing of this cruelty, and
breathing nothing but revenge, hastened to Cam-
bay ; but Mullik Toghan, unable to oppose him, re-
treated, and the King, owing to the state of the wea-
ther and bad roads, was obliged to halt at Asawul. ®
Here advices were received, that Mullik ‘Toghan
had 1ecruited his army at Nehrwala, and was re-
turning to give battle.  ‘The royval troops met um
at Kurry. Mullik Toghan had injudiciously caused
his men to be intoxicated with strong liquors, so
that they attached the royvalists with the fury of mad-
rien ;3 but the elephants in front checked their ap-
proach, and eventually threw them into disorder. An
casy victory was obtained @ five hundred prisoners
were taken and put to death, and an equal number
fell on the tield.  The King despatched the son of
Mullik Yoosoot” Boglraz in pursuit of Toghan
after the battle; but he quitted Nehrwala, and
fled, with his tamily and tollowers, to Tutta, in
Nind. ‘The King, meanwhile, went in person to
Nebrwala, and was emploved tor some time in re-
storing order in Guzerat.

At this time news arrived from the Deccan
that the foreign oflicers had re-assembled under one
Hussun Gungoo;  had deteated and slain the
royalist general, Iimad-ool- Moolk, and had expelled
all the royval troops towards Malwa.  Alsoe, that
Ismael had resigned his regal dignity, to which
Hussun Gunegoo had suceeeded, under the title of
Allicood-Deen Hussun Gungoo Bahmuny,  Ma-
homed Toghluk, on reccipt ot this information,

® Now known by the name of Ahmudabad.



MAHOMED TOGHLUXK. 441

began to consider his own severity might be ‘the
cause of all these disorders. He therefore re-
solved to govern with more mildness for the future.
In the first place, however, he sent for liis nephew
Feroze, and other nobles, with their troops from
Dehly, in order to employ them against Huasnn
Gungoo.

Before these chiefs arrived, the Deccan army
had become so formidable, that the King deter-
mined, in the first instance, to settle Guzerat,
and to reduce Girnal (now called Joonagur), after
which, he intended to march in person to the
Deccan. He spent the greatest part of that year
in Guzerat recruiting his army, and in the follow-
ing year he was taken up in besieging Girnal
and in reducing Kutch. Nizam-ood-Deen Ahmud .
states, that Mahomed Toghluk took the fort of
Girnal ; but other authors of good authority relate,
that he desisted from the attempt, on receiving
offerings from the Raja; and that the fort of Girnal
was not taken by the Mahomedans till it fell to
the arms of Mahmood Shah, Begurra of Guzerat,
A. H. 878. (A.D. 1469.) Zeea-ood-Deen Burny
informs us, that Mahomed Toghluk, addressing
him one day, said, that the disorders of the state
were of such a nature, that he no sooner put down
disaffection in one place than it broke out in
another, and asked the historian to suggest to
him some remedy. Zeea-ood-Deen replied, that
when disaffection had once taken root so deeply
in the minds of the people, it was not to be ex-
terminated without tearing up the vitals of the
state. 'The King, he observed, ought now to be
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convinced how little was to be effected by mere
punishment; and he stated that the wisest men
had recommended that a monarch, in his circum-
stances, should abdicate the throne in tavour of his
heir, in order to obliterate the remembrance of
former wrongs, and dispose the people to peace
and good order. Mahomed Toghluk (says Burny)
answered, in an angry tone, that he had no one
whom he could trust, and that he was determined
to scourge his subjects for their rebellion, what-
cver might be the consequence.

The King, soon after this conversation with
Burny, fell sick at Gondul, a town within fifteen
coss of Girnal (Joonmagur), where he remained
till the arrival of Khwaja Jehan, whom he had
previously sent to Dehly to conciliate and bring
with him the principal men of the state. The
King, having recovered a little trom his disorder,
mustered his army, and directed boats to be col-
lected trom Mooltan, Oocha, and Depalpoor, and
to be brought to Tutta.  Marching thence from
Gondel, the army reached the banks of the Indus,
which they crossed in spite of some opposition
made by ‘Toghan. The King was here joined
by five thousand Mogul horse under the command
of Altoon Bahadur, with which reinforcement he
proceeded to Tutta, in order to chastise the Soo-
mura ¢ Prince of Sind, who had given protection to
Toghan.  Within sixty miles of that city the King
halted, to pass the first ten dayvs of’ the month of

* The dynasty of Seomura reigned for many years in Sind ;
andd their history forms a part of this work.
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Mohurrum ; where, having eaten to excess of fish,
he was seized with a fever. He could not be pre-
vailed on to remain quiet, till he recovered, but em-
Mohurrumg1. barked in a vessel, and proceeded to
A.m.762.  within 80 miles of Tutta, where he ex-.
f‘:“ci‘g{' pired, on the 21st day of Mohurrum,
" in‘the year752. And thus this cruel
tyrant became the victim of death, after a reign
of 27 years.
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Mutiny in the army. — The Mogul troops piunder the treasury
— Frroze, the King's cousin, is raised tv the throme in the
camp — his claim disputed at Dehly — bul is subsegquently ac-
knowledged. — The independence of the Deccan and Bengal ac-
knowledged by the reception of ambassadors. — War wuh
Bengal. — The Dehly army proceeds to Jajnuggur, in Orissa.
The King's cldest sun, Mahomed, suspected of treason. — The
Kinzg reconciled (o him — resigns the zovernment into Ais
hands. — A governur is sent to Guserat, who is refused edmit-
tance. — A conspiracy formed to depose the new King, who is
besiczed in his captal. — The vld King is brought out by the
populace, the new King expelled. — The Prince Gheias-ood-
Decn is vaised to the throne. — Death of Feruze Toghluk as
the aze of W — kiv cheracter.— The public works esecuted
during his reizn,

A the time of the death of Mahomed Toghluk,
his cousin Feroze, nephew ot GGheias-ood-Deen
Toghluk, was in the camp.  Mahomed Toghluk
having a great affection tor him, proposed making
him his successor, and accordingly recommended
him as such on his death-bed to his nobles. On
the King’s demise, the army tell into the utmost
disorder 3 to remedy which, Feroze gained over
the majority of” the Indian cluets to his party, and
prevailed on the Mogul mereenaries to remove to
some distance from the camp, till he should be
able to compose the duterences which existed in
thewmy.,  Ameer Nowroze, the Mogul chiet who
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commanded the troops of his nation in the army
quitted the camp on the same night, and joined
Altoon Tash, the leader of the auxiliary troops,
to whom he suggested that the time was favour-
able for them to plunder the late King’s treasure,
and then to retreat to their native country. Altoon
Tash being persuaded to enter into this scheme,
the Moguls returned next morning to

~ :)‘17;521 the camp, which was still in disorder,
| and after a sharp skirmish, loaded several
camels with treasure. In order to secure himself
trom further depredation, Feroze led the army to
Sevustan, commonly called Sehwan, and took every
possible precaution to defend himself against the
Moguls. Meanwhile, the officers of his army
having waited on Feroze, entreated him to ascend
the throne, to which, after some hesitation, he gave
his assent, and was accordingly proclaimed King.
On the same day he gave orders to ransom the pri-
soners, who during the late disorders had fallen into
the hands of the people of Tutta, and on the third day
he marched against the Mogul auxiliaries, whom he
defeated, and took many of their chiefs prisoners.
He now marched to the fort of Bhukur, where
presents were conferred on the members of the
court, and the army, as is usual on the accession of
a new king; and donations were given also to the
zemindars of Bhukur and Sehwan. From thence
the King detached Imad-ool-Moolk and Ameer
Ally Ghoory, with a part of his army, against the
rebel Mullik Toghan, while he himself marched to

Oocha, where he did many acts of benevolence
and charity.
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At Oocha the King received advices from
Dchly, that Khwaja Jchan, a relation of the late
King, then about 90 yecars of age, had placed
upon the throne a boy six ycars old, of obscure
origin, whom he had adopted, by the name of Ma-
homed, and had procured a number of the citizens
to pay him allegiance. Feroze deputed Seif-ood-
Deen, the controller of the clephant stables, to ex-
postulate with the old man, and to induce him by
promises of forgiveness and favour to relinquish
his project. The King, meanwhile, remained some
time with the army at Depalpoor, and thence pro-
ceeded to Ajoodhun, where he was joined by Mullik
Mokbil. This chiet had before received the title of
Khan Jehan : he was now vested with the seals of
oftice, and received an honorary dress in confirm-
ation of” his tformer dignity of vizier.

Feroze having reached Hansy, on his way to
Dehly, met messengers from  Khwaja Jehan,
saving, that as the government was now in the hands
of Mahomed Toghluk’s son, it would be right for
Feroze to acknowledge the title of the young King,
and be content to act as regent during his mino-
ritv. Feroze® confronted the bearers of this com-
munication with the otlicers ot his court, and asked

® If we consider the opposition encountered by Feroze from
a part of his army, the caution he took from the first, before
he proclaimed Inmacelf hing, und the suspicious circumstances
conneeted with the youth, who was actually crowned at Dcbly
by Khwaja Jehan, strong suspicions must arise that Feroze
was an usurper; and although Ferishta docs not positively
assertat, he evidently supposes the youth who was set up &
the capital, to have been a son of Mahomed Toghluk.
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them whether they knew of the existence of any
male descendant of Mahomed Toghluk. They
all declared, that if Mowlana Kumal-ood-Deen,
who was then present, did not know of any person,

no one else could. On appealing to Mow-
:gfés.?l lana Kumal-ood-Deen, he replied, that

though there should even be any of his
issue, itwas advisable, underexisting circumstances,
to abide by the measures already adopted. I think,
therefore, there is strong reason to believe, that the
youth who was set up at Dehly was actually a son
of Mahomed Toghluk, though it was at that
time deemed prudent by the nobles not to recog-
nise him.

After this event, Feroze deputed Sheikh Dawood,
Mowlanazada (the messenger) of Khwaja Jehan,
to relate what had passed, and to induce him to
bring about an accommodation. Shortly after
Sheikh Dawood reached the city, a number of the
principal men of the place hastened to the camp,
and paid their respects to Feroze. At the same
time, advices were received from Guzerat, that
Mullik Toghan had been defeated by Imad-ool-
Moolk, and on that very day a son was born to
the new King, whom he named Futteh Khan.
These circumstances all concurred to confirm
the power of Feroze. Khwaja Jehan, conceiving
it impracticable to support the young King, agreed
to an accommodation with Feroze, to whom he
sent some respectable persons to intercede for
pardon, and to solicit leave to pay his respects.
Feroze willingly consented ; and the old man, with
his head bare, and his turban hung round his neck,
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came, accompanied by some of the principal men
of the city, to make his submission. The King,
according to his promise, spared his life, but or-
dered the chict’ magistrate of Hansy to take him
under his charge. Mullik Khutab, Khwaja Jehan's
principal partisan, was banished to Bituhnda, and
Sheikhzada Boostamy was expelled the court.
Rujub 22 On the 2d of’ Rujub, in the year 752,
a.u. 752, Feroze entered Dehly, and having as-
Sept. 1+, cended the throne, began to administer
A-D 1351 gustice to his people, who flocked from
all quarters with their petitions. On the 5th of
Suffur 5. Sutfur, in the following year, on the
A.n. 75k plea of hunting, he removed his court to
March 12.  the Surmore hills, and reduced several
AL 1353 yemindars to obedience. On Monday
the 3d of’ Jumad-ool- Awul, the King had
Jumad-ool- . .
Awul 3. @ sccond son born to him at Dehly,
A 75k whom he named Mahomed, on which
June 5. gecasion great rejoicings were made, and

D153, . .
AT presents distributed.
In the year, 754, the King, having
AL TOh vl . "ol e
A 1asw, hunted at Rallanore, caused a palace to

be built on the banks of' the Soorsutty.
Shuwal. In the month of Shawal, of the same
December,  year, he ;I])puilll('d Khan Jehan to the

charge ot Dehly, and himselt” marched
towards Luknowty, to subdue Hajy Elias.  This
chiet” had  assumed roval honours, and the title
ot Shums-ood-Deen, and had also occupied with
his troops the whole ot Bengal and Behar, as
tar as Benares. On the King's arrival in the
neighbourhivod of Guruhpoor, the zemindars of that
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place made the usual presents, and were admitted
to pay their respects. The King then penetrated
as far as Bundwa, one of the stations of Hajy
Elias ; and the latter retreated to Yekdulla, whither
the King pursued him, and arrived there on the
Rubbee-ool- 7th of Rubbee-ool-Awul. An action
Awul7. ensued on the same day; but Hajy
A.1.755.  Elias having entrenched his position
Aprl L very strongly reduced the King to the
- necessity of surrounding him. The
blockade continued for twenty days, when, on the
Rubbee-ool- Oth of Rubbee-ool-Akhir, Feroze, in.
Akbir 5. tending to change his ground, and to
April 29 encamp on the banks of the Ganges,
went out to reconnqitre. The enemy, imagining
that he meditated a retreat, left their works, and
drew up in order of battle. On perceiving it
was the King’s intention to attack them, however,
they again retreated, but with such precipitation
and confusion, that 44 elephants and many stand-
ards fell into the King’s hands. The rainy season
soon after came on with great violence ; peace was
concluded; and the King returned to Dehly,
without effecting his object.
AH. 755, In the year 755, Feroze built the city
A.p.135¢. of Ferozabad adjoining that of Dehly;
Shaban 12. and on the 12th of Shaban he marched
A.H.756.  to Depalpoor, and constructed a canal
July 12 48 coss in length, from the Sutloog to
a.u.757. the Kugur. In the year 757 he con-
A.p.1356. structed another canal, between the hills
of Mundvyand Surmore, fromtheJumna, into which
VOL. L. GG
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he led seven other minor streams, which all uniting,
ran in one channel through Hansy, and from thence
to Raiscen ®, where he built a strong fort which he
called Hissar Feroza. He also conveyed an aque-
duct from the Kugur, over the river Soorsutty, to
the village of Pery Kehra, where he founded a
city, named after him Ferozabad. At the same
time he introduced another canal from the Jumna,
which filled a large lake he caused to be constructed
at Hissar Feroza. In the month of
Zechuj an honorary dress, and a letter of
congratulation on his accession, were
presented from Abool Futteh Aboo-Bukr Aby-Ra-
beea Sooliman, Caliph of Egvpt. In the same
month, also, he received an embassy with fresh pro-
posals of’ peace trom Bengal, which Feroze ac-
cepted, and soon after ratitied.  From that period,
both Bengal and the Deccan became in a great
measure independent of Dehly, paying only a
N small tribute.  In the year 758, Zuffur
b 145 Khan Farsy, coming from Soonargam,
was appointed deputy to the Vidier.

. In the year 759, the Kin of Bengal
A2 sent a number of clvphnntsglnd other
rich presents to Dehly, in return for

which a number of Arabian and Persian horses,
some Jewels, and other rich curiosities, were sent
back.  When the Debly embassy arrived at Behar,
news was received of the death of Shums-ood-1een,
King ot Bengal, and also ot his son Sikundur

Zechuj 757,
Jan. 1356,

* Thie place must not be contounded with a town of the
satnie name in Malwa.
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having succeeded to the throne. The envoy, there-
fore, thought proper not to proceed, but returned to
Dehly. The King, being in the same year en-
camped at Sumana, received advices that the
Moguls had made an incursion as far as Depalpoor ;
he forthwith ordered Kubool Khan (Lord of the
Bed-chamber) ,with an army against them; but
the enemy, before his arrival, having laden them-
selves with spoil, retreated towards their own
country.

In the year 760, the King marched
an army in the direction of Luknowty,
but being overtaken by heavy rains
at Zuffurabad, he remained there during the
monsoon. While at this place, Sheikzada Boos-
tamy, who had been banished on the accession of
Feroze, arrived as ambassador on the part of the
Caliph of Egypt, with a dress, on which account
he was graciously received, and honoured with the
title of Azim-ool-Moolk. An embassy was now
despatched to Sikundur Shah Poorbeea, the new
King of Bengal, and in return, an envoy came,
bringing with him five elephants and other valuable
presents. Notwithstanding these overtures, Feroze
marched, after the rains, towards Luknowty, and,
on his way, conferred the ensigns of royalty
on his son the Prince Futteh Khan, at the same
time appointing tutors for his instruction. Feroze
arrived at Bundwa, when Sikundur Shah, fol-
lowing the example of his father, retreated to
Yekdulla, and shut himself up in that place.
Being, however, closely invested, and reduced to
great distress, he sent 48 clephants and other

’ GG 2

A. H. 760.
A. D. 1359,
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presents to the King of Dehly, with overtures for
peace.  Ina few days, terms were agreed on; and
Feroze returned as far as Joonpoor, where he quar-
tered his army for another season, and then moved
towards Jajnuggur.  On reaching the town of
Songhur, he plundered that country, and its ruler
(Ray Sidhun) fled. His daughter, who bore the
title of Shukr Khatoon®*, fell into the Kiug’s
hands, and was brought up as hisown child. The
King thence procevded to a town called Benarest,
the capital of’ the Prince of Jajnuggur. The Raja
fled, on the approach of Feroze, towards Tulingana.
Having plundered thiscountry also, Ferozereturned,
and on his way was met by the Raja of Beerbhoom,
who presented him with 37 clephants and other
valuable presents, in consideration of his not ra-
vaging his territory.  The King, having received
these presents, changed his route, and, as he passed
throngh the woods of” Pudmawutty, which abound
with elephants, he caught 30 of those animals,
and Killed two others, that could not
N~ l-':":‘ be tahen: continuing his march, he
reached Dehly in the year 762
On his return, o the month of Rujub, to Dehly,
the King heard, that in the vicinity of Perwar was
a hill, out of which ran a stream that emptied
® This utle, signifying ** the Sweet Lady,” must bave beea
given to har by the King after her captivity.
1t Nt Benares on the Ganges. It 1 not improbable thet
the Kapa, duting lis reign, chose to give to his capital the name
ot the Hady Cits, wloch gt dost attar b death. Several ims
sarces o these cphomenal titios occar an Indian history, and

sorve to contouid the reador, who may ut be ll’.teo‘ h
practice,
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into the Sutlooj, which stream bore the name of
Soorswutty : that beyond the Soorswutty was a
smaller stream called the Sulima. It was stated,
that if a large mound, which intervened between
these streams, were cut through, the water of the
Soorswutty would fall into the small stream, from
whence it would come to Soonam, passing through
Surhind and Munsoorpoor, and that the stream
would flow all the year round. The King, ac-
cordingly, moved in that direction, and ordered
that 50,000 labourers should be collected and
employed in cutting through that mound, and
forming the junction. In this mound were found
the bones of elephants and men. The bones of
the human fore-arm measured three guz (five feet
two inches): some of the bones were petrified, and
some retained the appearance of bone. On this
occasion, Surhind, which was originally under Sa-
mana, was separated, and the country, within
ten coss (15 miles) of Samana, was formed into
the separate district of Surhind. It was made
over in charge to Zeea-ood-Deen and Shums-ood-
Deen Ally Ruza. A fort was also built there,
which was called Ferozepoor. *
From thence the King marched towards he

* The canal is now no longer in existence. The Soorswutty
is called the Soorsa in our maps, and the Sulima has received
the modern name of the Khanpoor Kee Nala, the Khanpoor
Stream. The intentions of the Prince have been frustrated,
and the labour of 50,000 men would have been expended in
vain, had not the historian transmitted to us the curious fact
of fossil elephants, or, perhaps, mastodons, being dug up nearly
five centuries ago in the neighbourhood of the Himalaya
mountains, 1200 miles distant from the sea.

66 3
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mountains of’ Nagrakote, where he was overtakem
by a storm ot hail and snow.® The Raja of Nagrs-
Kote, after sustaining some loss, submitted, but was
restored to his dominions. The name of Nagra-
kote was, on this occasion, changed to that of
Mahomedabad, in honour of the late king. The
people of Nagrakote told Feroze, that the idol
which the Hindoos worshipped in the temple of
Nagrakote was the image of Nowshaba, the wife
of’ Alexander the Great, and that that conqueror had
lett the idol with them. The name by which
it was then known was Jwalamooky.t In this
temple was a fine library of' Hindoo books, con-
sisting of' 1300 volumes. Feroze ordered ome
of those books, which treated of philosophy, astro-
logy, and divination, to be translated into prose in
the Persian language, by Eiz-ood-1een, Khalid
Khany, and called it Dulayvil Feroze Shahy. Some
historians state, that Feroze, on this occasion,
broke the idols of Nagrakote, and mixing the frag-
ments with picees of' cow’s flesh, filled bags with
them, and caused them to be tied round the necks
of bramins, who were then paraded through the
camp. It is said, also, that he sent the image of
Nowshaba to Mecea, to be thrown on the road,
that it might be trodden under foot by the pilgrims,
and that he also remitted the sum of 100,000
tunkas, to be distributed among the devotees and
servants of the temple. !

¢ The Indians had, probably, never betore seen snow fall,

t Effulgent Countenance,

$ It is to be hopad, tor the honour of this great and liberal
Prnce, that this story is the invention of’ some bi‘oﬂcd his-
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- After the conquest of Nagrakote, Feroze moved .
down the Indus towards Tutta, wherein Jam Bany,
the son of Jam Afra, who had before been consi-
dered tributary to Dehly, bhad revolted, and for-
tified himself. The King’s army invested the city ;
but provisions and forage becoming scarce, and
the rains setting in with great violence, it was
deemed advisable to raise the siege, and to march
to Guzerat. The King spent this. season in
hunting, and after the rains, conferred the govern.
ment of Guzerat upon Zuffur Khan, and returned
to Tutta. Jam Bany, shortly after, submitted to
Feroze, who carried him and his principal chiefs to -
Dehly, but after some time taking them into favour,
he sent Jam Bany to resume his government.

In the year 774, the Vizier, Mullik

A 11,  Mokbil, entitled Khan Jehan, died,
and his son Joona Shah, succeeded to

his office and titles. The following

A-n. 715 year was marked by the death of
Zuffur Khan, governor of Guzerat, who

was succeeded by his son Duria Khan. During
the next year, the King was plunged

A-u. 718 into affliction by the death of his fa-
vourite son, Futteh Khan, a prince of

- great promise. In the year 778, the
- ig%' revenue of Guzerat being greatly de-
ficient, the King was induced to listen

to the proposal of Khwaja Shums-ood-Deen

torian, who has recorded it for the sake of adding to his glory,
and that the facts, so contrary to the usual practice of his
reign, never occurred.

GG 4
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Dumghany, who offered to give 100 clephants,
40 lacks of rupees, +00 Abyssinian slaves, and 0
Arabian horses every vear, over and above the
present payment, should he be appointed to
that government. The King replied, that if the
present viceroy, the successor of Zuffur Khan,
consented to give the same, he should be continued
in oftice; but this officer, not agreeing to the
proposal, a new commission was granted to Shums-
ood-Deen, who forthwith proceeded to Guzerat
Being unable, however, to tulfil his promise, he
withheld the revenue, and rebelled; but the
people, whom he had greatly oppressed, conspired
against him, and, with the assistance of the Ameer
Judeeda settled in the provinee, cut him off, and
sent his head to Dehly.  ‘This is the only rebellion
which occurred during the reign of Feroze. ‘The
government of’ GGuzerat was now conterred upon
Mullik Mooturra, entitled Furhut-ool-Moolk, and
new governors wereappointed to all the frontier pro-
vinces.  Mullik Shums-ood-Deen  Sooliman, the
son ot Mullik Murdan Dowlut, was nominated
governor of Kurra, Mahoba, and its vicinity ;
Hissam-ool-Moolk to Oude, Sumbhul, and Korla ;
Mullik Bebroze to Joonpoor and  Zuffurabad.
Nuseer-ool-Moolk, the voungest son of Mullik
Murdan Dowlut, was made governor of Punjab,
and the country as far as Kabul.  In the vear
779, a trifling insurrection occurred
among the zemindars of Etawa; but it
was soon crushed, and the insurgents
brought to punishment, while forts were built to
heep them in future subjection. In the year

A MTTY,
A. Db 1877,
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781, Feroze marched towards Sumana,
:: ‘; .llg';é. Ambala, and Shahabad, as far as the

foot of the mountains of Saharunpoor ;
and after levying tribute from the rajas of the
Surmore hills, he returned to his capital.

About this time information was brought that
Kurgoo, the zemindar of Kutehr, had invited Syud
Mahomed, governor of Budaoon, with his brothers,
Syud Alla-ood-Deen, and Syud Mahomed, to his -
house, and basely assassinated them. Enraged at
this transaction, the King instantly marched and
took severe vengeance on the associates and kindred
of the zemindar, putting them to the sword, and
levelling their houses with the ground. The
murderer himself made his escape to the mountains
of Camaoon, and was protected by the rajas of
those parts. Feroze ordered a detachment of
his army against them, and nearly 23,000 of
those mountaineers were made prisoners and con-
demned to slavery. As he could gain no inform-
ation of Kurgoo himself, the King appointed one
Mullik Dawood, an Afghan, with a body of troops,
to remain at Sumbhul, with orders to invade the
country of Kutehr every year, and not to allow it
to be inhabited until the murderer was given up.
The King himself also, under pretence of hunting,
marched annually in that direction to see that
his orders were fulfilled, and for six years not an
inhabitant was to be seen in that district, nor was
the land cultivated.

A 787, Age and infirmity began in the year
A.p.1385. 787 to make rapid ravages on the con-
stitution of the King. The power of the Vizier,
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Zuffur Khan Farsy (cntitled Khan Jehan), became
so absolute, that the King was guided by him in
every thing, till at length that minister had the
baseness falsely to accuse the Prince Mahomed
Khan, the King’s son, of a design against his
tather’s lite.  Among others said to be con-
cerned in the plot, was Zuffur Khan, the late
governor of Guzerat, and then governor of Ma-
hoba, as also Mullik Yakoot and Mullik Kumal-
ood-Deen. The King gave credit to the accusation,
and authorised the Vizier to secure the parties.
Zuftur Khan was accordingly recalled from his
government of Mahoba, and contined. The Prince
Mahomed Khan, obtaining intelligence of the
design against him, provided for his security, by
tortitving his palace.  In this situation he remained
shut up tor some days, and at last, having ob-
tained leave for his wite to visit the King’s
ladies, he put on his armour, and getting into a
closed palanheen, was himselt” carried into the
seraglioo. On being  discovered, the women,
alarmed, ran screaming into the King's apartment,
telling him that the Prince had come in armour
with treasonable desigms. The Prince following
them, presented himselt” to his tather, and falling
at his feet, told him, that the suspicions he had en-
tertained of him were worse than death itselt’; that
he came, theretore, to receive his tate from the
King's own hands; but he fiest begered leave to
intorm him, that he was perfectly innocent of
the charge which the Vizier had purposely con-
trived, in order to pave his own way to the throne,

Feroze, contiding in his son'’s veracity, clasped
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‘him -in his embrace, and, weeping, acknowledged
he had been deceived, and authorised him to aet
as his judgment prompted against the traitor.
On this the Prince, Mahomed Khan, leaving the
presence, ordered out twelve thousand horse, and
proceeded to surround the Vizier's house. On.
. hearing of the Prince’s approach, the Vizier put
to death Zuffur Khan of Guzerat, one of the
persons whom he had accused of treason, and
collecting his own friends engaged the Prince in
the streets. The traitor was wounded, fled first
to his house, and thence escaped towards Mewat.
The Prince, in the mean time, secured all the
minister’s wealth, and cut off his adherents.
Immediately after these transactions, Feroze
resigned the reins of government into the hands
of his son, and abdicated the throne. The Prince,
assuming the name of Nasir-ood Deen Mahomed,
Shaban, ascended the throne in the month of
A 11.789. Shaban, 789, and caused the Khootba to
August, be read both in his own name as well as
4.2 1387 in that of his father. The first act of his
.government was to form a new administration, and
.to distribute honorary dresses among the chiefs.
Mullik Yakoob Khan, the master of the horse, was
nominated to the charge of the government of
Guzerat, with the title of Sikundur Khan. On
his route thither, Koka Chowhan, a Rajpoot ze.
mindar of Mewat with whom Khan Jehan the
Vizier had taken refuge, fearing the King’s resent-
ment, seized and delivered him up as a prisoner to
Sikundur Khan, who cut off his head, and sent it
to Dehly. Nasir-ood-Deen. Mahomed went with
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his army, in the yvear 79, towards the
-~ 17‘;& mountains of Surmore, to hunt.  While

engaged in this diversion, advices were
received that Furhut-ool-Moolk, governor of Gu-
zerat, in conjunction with the Ameer Judeeda
settled in that country, had risen in rebellion, and
had defeated and slain Sikundur Khan, who had
been lately appointed to succeeed him.  On this in-
formation, the Prince hastened to Dehly; but, as
if infatuated, he gave himselt up entirely to pleasure,
and scemed insensible of' the loss he had sus-
tained, and of the dangers in which his conduct
had involved him.  When the ofticers of his court
attempted to rouse him trom his lethargy, he
dismissed them trom his presence, and filled their
places with parasites and flatterers. The nobles,
seeing aftairs in this state, availed themselves of
the circumstance to unite with the Princes Baha-
ood-Deen and Kumal-ood-Deen, cousins of the
Prince Mahomed, tor the purpose of subverting his
authority, and collected not less than 100,000
men. Nasir-ood-Deen Mahomed employed Mulhik
Zuheer-ood-Deen Lahory to treat with the insur-
gents, whose camp was tormed without the city,
The mob, however, pelted him with stones, and
obliged him to retire, atter being much bruised and
wonnded.  The Prinee, secing no hopes of an
anmicable result, roused himselt, and advanced with
his army against the conspirators, — \Atter a bloody
battle, he drove them into the city, where they
sceured the palace, and renewed  the contest,
The city became now a horrid seene ot slaughter.
Dunng the space of two davs and nights the
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dead were left lying in the streets; where friends
and foes, victors and vanquished, were jumbled
together without distinction. On the third day
the populace brought out the old King in his
palankeen, and placed him down in the street, be-
tween the combatants. The Prince Mahomed’s
troops seeing their former master, and
A-mT90. concluding that his appearance was vo-
luntary, quitted the Prince, and crowded
around the old King with shouts of joy. The
Prince Mahomed thus deserted, fled with a small
retinue to the mountains of Surmore. All parties
now united, and tranquillity being restored, Feroze
again resumed his full authority. But feeling him-
self unequal to the task, on account of his age, he
oncemore resigned, and, attheinstance of the house-
hold troops, placed his grandson Gheias-ood-Deen,
the son of his eldest son, Futteh Khan, upon the
throne. The troops, in the mean time, put to
death Ameer Syud Hussun, the King’s son-in-law,
for supporting the fugitive Prince Nasir-ood-
Deen Mahomed, and the first orders issued by
Gheias-ood-Deen after his accession were to kill
all the adherents of his uncle Mahomed, wherever
they might be found.
Rumzan 8. Feroze, having now arrived at the age
“b‘é‘t?gg: of 90, died on the third of Rumzan,
A.p.1888. in the year 790.

Feroze Toghluk was a just and learned prince,
His soldiers and his subjects were equally happy
under his administration, nor did any one dare to
exercise oppression in his time. He was himself
the author of the Futtoohat Feroze Shahy. He was
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the first of the Dehly kings who brought forward,
by his patronage, the race of Afghans, betore whose
time they were not held in estimation.  He reigned
38 years over Hindoostan, and the words Japd Sy
¢ Wufat Feroze,” ¢ The Death ot Feroze,” com-
prisc the numerical letters ot the date of his de-
mise. Zeea-ood-Deen Burny, who lived at his
court, has written the history ot his reign in a work
entitled Towareckh Feroze Shahy.  Nizam-ood-
Deen Ahmud Bukhshy observes in his history, that
Feroze introduced many excellent laws, which were
current in his time.  Among others, were the three
following regulations : The first was the abolition
of the practice of mutilating criminals, a mode
of punishment which he would not allow to.be in-
flicted on any of his subjects, cither Mahomedan or
Hindoo. The second regulation limited very much
the demand on cultivators, by which he increased
not only the population but eventnally his revenue.
The third was the encouragement he gave to
learned men, whom he caused to reside in different
parts of the empire, for the sake of” imparting in-
struction to the people.  He caused his regulations
to be carved on the Musjid of” Ferozabad, of which
the following may be takhen as a sample @ ¢ It has
“ been usual in tormer times to spill Mahomedan
« bload on trivial occasions, and, tor small crimes,
“ to mutilate and torture them, by cutting off the
“ hunds and teet, and noses and cars, by putting
“out eves, by pulverising the hones ot the living
“ criminal with mallets, by burning the body with
*ire, by cracttivion, and by nailing the hands and
“teet, by tlaving alive, by the operation of” ham-
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« stringing, and by cutting human beings to pieces.

* God in his infinite goodness having been pleased’ -
“ to confer on me the power, has also inspired me
¢« with the disposition to put an end to these prac-
¢ tices. It is my resolution, moreover, to restore,
“in the daily prayers offered up for the royal
¢ family, the names of all those princes, my prede-
« cessors, who have reigned over the empire of
¢ Dehly, in hopes that these prayers, being ac-
« ceptable to God, may in some measure appease
¢ his wrath, and ensure his mercy towards them.
« It is also hereby proclaimed, that the small and
¢« vexatious taxes, under the denomination of Cot-
« wally, &c. payable to the public servants of
¢« government, as perquisites of offices, by smalk
« traders ; that licences for the right of pasturage
« from shepherds, on waste lands belonging to the
«« crown ; feesfrom flower-sellers, fish-sellers, cotton- -
« cleaners, silk-sellers, and cooks; and the precarious
«and fluctuating taxes on shopkeepers and vint-
« ners, shall henceforward cease throughout the
 realm ; for it is better to relinquish this portion
« of the revenue than realise it at the expense of
« so much distress, occasioned by the discretionary
¢« power necessarily vested in tax-gatherers and
« officers of authority; nor will any tax here-
« after be levied contrary to the written law of
« the book. It has been customary to set aside
« one fifth of all property taken in war for the
« troops, and to reserve four fifths to the govern-
«“ ment. It is hereby ordered, that in future four
« fifths shall be distributed to the troops, and one
« fifth only reserved for the crown. I will on all
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occasions causc to be banished from the realm,
persons convicted of the following crimes :
Those who profess atheism, or who maintain
schools of vice. All public servants convicted
of corruption, as well as persons paying bribes.
I have myselt abstained from wearing gaudy silk
apparel and jewels, as an example to my subjects.
I have considered it my duty to repair every
public editice of utility, constructed by my pre-
decessors, such as caravansaras, musjids, wells,
reservoirs of water, aqueducts, canals, hospitals,
alms-houses, and schools, and have alienated
considerable portions of the revenue for their
support. [ have also taken pains to discover
the surviving relations of all persons who suffered
from the wrath of” my late lord and master, Ma-
homed ‘Toghluk, and having pensioned and pro-
vided for them, have caused them to grant their
tull pardon and forgiveness to that Prince, in the
presence of the holy and learned men of this
age, whose signatures and seals as witnesses are
aflixed to the documents ; the whole of' which, as
tar as lay in my power, have been procured, and
put into a box, and deposited in the vault in
which Mahomed Toghluk is entombed. 1 have
gone and sought consolation from all the most
learned and holy men within my realm, and have
tahen care of then. Whenever my soldiers have
been rendered anetlicient for service, by wounds,
or by age, I have cause them to be pensioned on
tull pay tor lite. T'wo attempts have been made
to poison me, but without etfect.”
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The following are the public works constructed
during the reign of this prince : —

50 Dams across rivers, to promote irrigation,
40 Mosques,

80 Colleges with mosques attached,

20 Palaces,

100 Caravansaras,

200 Towns,

80 Reservoirs or lakes for irrigating lands,
100 Hospitals,

5 Mausolea,

100 Public baths,

10 Monumental pillars,

10 Public wells,

150 bridges ;

Besides numerous gardens and pleasure-houses.
Lands were alienated, at the same time, for the
maintenance of these public buildings, in order to
keep them in thorough repair.

VOL. I. n B
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GHEIAS-OOD-DEEN TOGHLUK.

The King forms a new ministry —sends a force to atteck the
Prince Mahomed Khan. — The King's brother and cousing
MRy from Dehly, owing tu apprehension of his jealousy and
cruclty — they form an insurrection, and return with an army
to the capital. — Death of some of the King's adherents. —
The King's death.

Gueias-oon-Dees ‘Tocurrk, the son of the
Prince Futteh Khan, and grandson of Feroze,
ascended the throne in the palace of Ferozabad,
on the death of his grandfather ; and, according to
custom, directed the Khootba to be read, and the
currency to be struck, in his own name. Mullik
Feroze Ally, the son of Mullik Taj-ood-Deen,
beeame vizier, and received the title of Khan
Jehan, while one Gheias-ood-Deen received charge
of the armoury; and Mullik Mofurra, with the
title of Furhnt-ool-Moolk, was confirmed in the
oftice of governor of Guzerat.  The King, soon
after, sent an army under the Vizier and Mahomed
Tahir, to expel his unele, the Prince Mahomed,
from Surmore.  On the approach of' the roval
army this prince fled to the mountains, and there
took possession of” a strong post, and securing the
wives and children of his adheronts, waited to give
the roy alists battle. Hew S, howes T, dli\cll from
one position to another, till he arrived at Na.
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grakote, and shut himself up in that
place. That fortress being very strong,
his enemies did not think proper to
besiege it, but left him in quiet possession, and
returned to Dehly.

The King, meanwhile, giving loose to his youth-
ful passions, and -neglecting the affairs of state,
vice, luxury, and oppression arose on every side.
He confined, and treated with great cruelty, his own
brother Salar, and his cousin Aboo Bukr, the son
of Zuffur Khan, the third son of Feroze. These
princes, having reason to dread his resentment,
fled the court, and, in order to secure themselves,
raised troops. The leaders of this revolt consisted
of Mullik Rookn-ood-Deen, the Vizier’s deputy,
and several other chiefs of high rank, together with -
the household troops. When the plot was ripe for
execution, the conspirators, rushing into the palace,
assassinated Mullik Moobarik Kubeer, the Ameer-
ool-Omra. Gheias-ood-Deen Tbghluk, thus sur-
prised, fled with the Vizier by the Jumna gate.
Mullik Rookn-ood-Deen pursued him; and - the
King and his minister being overtaken, were im-
mediately put to death. This event happened on
Suffur 21. the 21stof Suffur, in the year791. Thus
a.n.791. ended the reign of Gheias-ood-Deen

Feb. 18. Toghluk, which continued only five
A-0.1389. 1nonths and a few days.

A. H. 790,
A. D. 1388.
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Aboo Bukr, the son of the Prince Zuffur Khan, the third son of
Feroze Toghluk, is raised to the throne. — The Ameer Ju-
decda, or Mogul officers, refuse to acknowledge Aboo Bukr —
they rise on his minister, and slay him, and invite the exied
Prince, Mahomed Khan, to urge his pretensions to the throne.

— Mahomed arrives — defeats the King, and ascends the
throne a second time.

Tue conspirators having assassinated the King,
raised Aboo Bukr, the grandson of the late Feroze
(third son of the Prince Zuffur Khan), to the
throne. Mullik Rookn-ood-Deen was appointed
vizier, and took the reins of government into his
own hands; but his ambition prompted him to
attempt to cut off' the new King, and to usurp the
throne.  Aboo Bukr, having timely information of
his intentions, ordered him and many of the house-
hold troops, who were concerned in the conspiracy,
to be put to death.

Meanwhile, the Ameer Judeeda of Samana
assassinated their leader, Mullik Sooltan, the
firm ftriend of the King, and sent his head to the
Prince Mahomed at Nagrakote, whom they ear-
nestly solicited to come and assert his rights. The
Prince Mahomed, accordingly, having collected
furces, advanced by the route of Jalundur to
Samana, proclimed himselt’ king, and proceeded
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with an army towards Dehly. After "some re-
Zeehuj20. Pulses, he in the end proved victorious,
a.n.792. and made Aboo Bukr prisoner, on the
Nov. 27.  20th of Zeehuj, in the year 792, after
A-0. 1389 o reign of one year and six months.

He 3
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NASIR-OOD-DEEN MAHOMED TOGHLUK Il

Events which preceded the King's accescion. — Contests betreen
the two Kings. — Nacir-oud-Deen Mahomed occupies Dekly
twice, but is cxpelled — succeeds the third time in driving owt
Abov Bukr, who is eventually taken in battle, and confined for
life.— Insurrection in Guzerat. — Furhut-ool- Moolk senmt to
quell it — proceeds thither, and proclaims himself bing. —
Lslam Khar: created miniter — is accused by Khwaja Jedas
of treason, and suffers death. — Khwaja Jehan created =s-
nister. — The Ky muarches axainst Bahadur Nehir of
Mewat. — Sheikha Gukkur tukes Lahore. — The King's oil-
ness, and death — is succeeded by his sun Hoomayoun, who
dies after a short reizn of 10 duys.

N asin-00n-DeEEN Manosep TocurLuk, first as-
cended the throne, in his tather’s hitetime, in the
year 789, (DL 1387,) and we have seen how he
was deposed and eapelled by Baha-ood-Deen, and
the other chiets in contederacy with the Mogul
officers of Guzerat and the household troops.  We
have also given a narrative of’ his transactions till
he shut himselt” up in the tort of Nagrakote. The
Ameer Judeeda having assussinated the late king’s
minister, Mullik Sooltan, who was also governor of
Namana, Nasir-ood-Deen Mahomed, according to
Rubbee-nol. their invitation, marched from Nagra-
Awal 5. hote towards Dehly, where finding him-
Ve Tes el at the head o 20,000 horse, he ad-

Feliraary 21, e :
a e L, Vaneed towards the capital, and on the
Sth ot Rubbee-ool- Awul, in the vear 799,
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entered it at the head of 50,000 men, and occupied
the palace of Jehan Nooma. The Prince Aboo
Bukr was then in the opposite quarter of the city,
called Ferozabad, and prepared for battle. On
Jumad-ool- the 2d of Jumad-ool-Awul, the two

Awul 2. parties engaged in the streets of Feroz.
April18. abad, At this time Bahadur Nahir of
Mewat, with a strong reinforcement, arrived, and
joining Aboo Bukr, he marched out of Feroz-
abad next morning, and drove Nasir-ood-Deen
Mahomed, with great slaughter, quite out of
Dehly. The latter retreated with 2000 horse only,
across the Jumna into the Dooab, and despatched
his son Hoomayoon, and several omras, to Samana
to recruit his army, himself remaining in the
town of Jalesur, on the banks of the Ganges,
Having experienced throughout these transactions
that the household troops of Feroze were his
worst enemies, Nasir-ood-Deen gave orders to
plunder all their estates in the neighbouring
country, and to slay them wherever they might be
found; in consequence of which, the zemindars
attacked and killed some thousands of those per.
sons, who had possessions in other parts of the
kingdom ; and the very cultivators, disgusted with
the government of Aboo Bukr, witheld their rents,
and enlisted under the banners of his rival.

In the mean time, Mullik Survur, the controller
of the elephant stables, Mullik Nuseer-ool-Moolk,
governor of Mooltan, Khowas-ool-Moolk, governor
of Behar, as also Ray Survur and other rays
(Hindoos), joined the Prince Mahomed with their
forces, so that he collected, in a few days, another

HH 4
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army of 50,000 horse. In this state of affairs, he
appointed Mullik Survur his vizier, with
- .‘;q;ég the appellation of Khwaja Jehan; Mullik
Nuscer-ool-Moolk became Ameer-ool-
Omra, under the title of Khowas Khan; and
Ray Survur received the title of Ray Rayan, after
which Mahomed advanced a second time towards
Dechly. Aboo Bukr drew out his army at the
village of Koondly; and the Prince Mahomed
having sustained a second defeat, was compelled
to retreat again to Jalesur in the Dooab.
Hoomayoon, the son of the Prince Mahomed
not many days after this event, appeared before
Dehly, with the troops he had raised at Samana,
and made an unsuccesstul attempt on the capital,
and being eventually overthrown at Paniput, fled
to Samana.  Notwithstanding these successes on
the part of Aboo Bukr, he did not dare to quit
the capital, being suspicious of’ a faction in the
city in favour ot his rival.  Having at length pu.
nished some o the most disattected, he ventured to
march about i0 miles towards Jalesur, where his
uncle Mahomed was again collecting an army.
The latter, having by this time concerted secret
measures with the kotwal ot Dehly, and other
ofticers in the city, left his army with all his bag-
gage at Jalesur, and advanced with 4000 chosen
horse towards Aboo Bukr, but, avoiding an action,
the Prince Mahomed made a rapid movement to
the lett, and passing the enemy’s line, pushed
torward to the capital.  He there engaged the
troops who guarded the walls, and having set fire
to the Budaoon grate, torced his way into the city.
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When he had entered the palace, he was joyfully
received by the citizens, who flocked to pay him
their respects. Aboo Bukr closely pursued him,
and arrived at Dehly on the same day, when
forcing the guards which had been placed at the
gates, he attacked the palace, expelled his rival,
and recovered the town. The Prince Mahomed
again fled to Jalesur, having lost the greater part
of his army in this expedition.

Some time elapsed without any decisive action
occurring, when Moobushir Hajib, commander of
the household troops (known by the appellation
of Islam Khan), revolted from Aboo Bukr, and
wrote to the Prince, Mahomed Khan, promising
that if he would make another attempt, he would
support him with the greatest part of the house-
hold troops. Aboo Bukr, hearing that his rival
was again in motion, and having also discovered
the disaffection of the household troops and others
in his army, left Dehly and fled, with a small
retinue to Bahadur Nahir of Mewat. The Prince
Rumzan. Mahomed in the month of Rumzan,
a.u.793. entered Dehly, and ascending the
August.  throne, assumed the title of Nasir-ood-
A.0-1390: Tyeen Mahomed. He conferred the
office of vizier on Islam Khan, to whom he owed
his restoration. On finding himself firmly estab-
lished, he ordered all the elephants which had
been seized by the household troops of Feroze to
be taken from them, and converted to his own use.
Most of these troops, provoked at this circum-
stance, left the city that night, and hastened to join
Aboo Bukr. On the following morning, Nasir-
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ood-Deen Mahomed ordered those persons of the
household guard, who still remained in the city, to
quit it in three days on pain of dcath, and never
to appear there again. Notwithstanding this de-
cree, many of them, unwilling to leave their fami-
lies, concealed themselves. A search was in-
stituted, and such as were tound were put to
death. Many persons, taken up on suspicion,
declared they were Indians, and not foreigners, of
which the houschold troops consisted. The King
directed, that all such as could not pronounce
certain words, viz. Kuhiv Kuhiy, or Goota
Gooiy ®, should be put to death; and it is said
many forcigners having no connection with the
houschold troops suffered on this occasion.

The new King, having recruited his army, de-
puted his son, Hoomayoon, with a considerable
torce to attack the ex-King, Aboo Bukr. This
Prince, aided by Bahadur Nahir, attempted to sur-
prise the Prince Hoomayoon's camp at Kotla; but
Hoomavoon by his own exertions, and those of the
Vizier, Islam Khan, drove Aboo Bukr, atter the
most strenuous  efforts, from the field. The new
King reached Mewat about this time; and Aboo
Buhr being reduced to surrender, was sent pri-
soner to the tort ot Meerut, where he died some
vears atter.

® The aspirated A, and the 7 pronounced as at Newcastle,
awd frequently at Paris, are peculiar, in the East, to the inha-
bitants of Hindoostan, and are not only difficult to be acquired
by foreigners, af not childeen, but trequently altogether unate
twnable.  This ditficalty can bardiy be understood but by
thuse persons who have haard the sounds, and made the
nttampt to santate them,
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On the King’s return to Dehly, he
. zggo received advices that Furhut-ool-Moolk,,
governor of Guzerat, had rebelled.
Zuffur Khan *, the son of Wujee-ool-Moolk, was
accordingly despatched with an army to suppress
the insurrection; but for the details of this expe-
dition the reader is referred to the History ot'
Guzerat, which forms a part of this work.
In the year 794, Nursing Bhan and
A 1%  Sirvodhun, chiefs of the Rahtore Kaj- -
poots, and Bheer Bhan, chief of the
Byse Rajpoots, having thrown off their allegiance,
the Vizier, Islam Khan, marched with a consider~
able force against Nursing Bhan, the most power-
ful of them. He was defeated, made peace, and
attended the conqueror to Dehly ; and the other
two chiefs submitted without a struggle. At this
period, the zemindars of Etawa rose in arms, and
ravaged Bilgiram and the adjacent districts. Na-
sir-ood-Deen marched against them in person, and
having chastised them, levelled the fort of Etawa
with the ground, after which, having proceeded by
the route of Kunowj to Jalesur, he built a fort
there, which he called Mahomedabad.

Advices were now received from Dehly, that
the Vizier, Islam Khan, having made preparations
to retire to Lahore and Mooltan, intended to
create a revolt in those provinces. The King

* This officer, in the subsequent reign, established his inde-
pendence in Guzerat, and, at the same time, the governors of
Malwa and Kandeish following his example, their govern-
ments became, also, independent kingdoms, and remained se
till the reign of Akbur.
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hastened to the capital, and charged him with his
trcasonable designs. The Vizier was condemned
to death on the cvidence of his own nephew,
Hajoo, a Hindoo, who swore talsely against him. ®
Khwaja Jehan, who was thought to have promoted
the Vizier’s fall, was advanced to his office, and
Mullik Mookurrib-ool-Moolk, who makes a figure
in the next reign, was at the same time appointed
governor of' Mahomedabad.
. In the year 795, Sirvodhun Rahtore,
A-n.795. and Bheer Bhan Byse, appeared in arms,
and Mookurrib-ool-Moolk was ordered
to march with the troops, then at Mahomedabad,
against them. The King, also in this year,
marched to Mewat, to quell some disturbances
in that place. On his return to Mahomedabad,
being taken ill of a fever, he became occasionally
delirious tor some days. While in this feeble state
of body news arrived, that Bahadur Nahir had
plundered the country to the gates of Dehly:
the King, though far from recovered, hastened to
Mewat, attacked Babadur Nahir at Kotla, and
totally deteated him, and compelled him to fly to
Jhirka.  Atfter this victory, he returned
““h\!’:“"f"“" to Mahomedabad, in the mouth of Rub-
An. ~x;. bee-oos-Sany, of the year 7906, and sent
February,  his son [loomavoon to crush Sheikha
A-b B9k Gukkar, who had rebelled and occu-

® The Vizicr must have been a converted Hindoo. He s
called Moobushir, and entitled Islam, both Mahomedan terms ;
but it s stated, his nephew, Hajoo, was a Hindoo, which is
apparent from his name ; and as the Hindoos do not receive
converts, it s evident Islam Khan must have been born in that
faith.
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pied Lahore. But before the Prince left Dehly,
news was brought of his father’s decease; for the
King bhaving had a relapse of his fever, expired
on the 17th of Rubbee-oos-Sany at Ma-
R‘é‘;nb;ei?,‘."' homedabad. He reigned about six
a.n.796. years and seven months; and his body
February 19. was deposited at Dehly, in the same
A-p-13%%  vault with that of his father. Nasir-
ood-Deen Mahomed Toghluk was succeeded by his
son Hoomayoon, who, on ascending the throne, as-
sumed the name of Sikundur. He confirmed all
his father’s ministers in their offices; but being in a
few days taken ill of a violent disorder, he was sud-
denly cut off, after a short reign of only 45 days.
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The mivister, Khwaja Jehan, In'm.'t‘l‘rl‘ to J-mnponr. and esta-
blishes his independence.— Sarunz Khan, viceroy of Moddtax,
defeats the Gukkurs — recovers Lahare out of their hands,
and becomes independent at Depalpoor. — His brother, Mullco
Yekbal Khan, creates a revolt in the capstal. — The inhabet-
ants take opposite sides. — Three parties in Dehly, cack sup-
porting a king. — Civil swar in the capital for three yeavs. —
Al the /:rn:'l.m'r‘ become l.'.'llrlu'mlc'n!. ~— Invasion l_Df India
by Tcimoor (or Tamerlane).

1 loovavyoos having viclded to the power of fate,
violent disputes arose among the nobles regarding
the succession. Thev at length fined on Mah.
mood, a yvouth, the son of the late King, Nawr-
ood-Deen Mahomed, whom they placed on the
throne.  KhwajaJehan retained the oftice of vizier;
Mookurrib-ool-Moolk, han illg received the title off
Mookurrib - Khan, became  Vuheel-oos-Sultanut,
and was created Ameer-ool-Omra; Sadut Khan
wis appointed Barbik 5 Sarung Khan was made
governor of Depalpoor, and Dowlut Khan was
nominated to the oftice of cluet” seeretary.

The apparent weakness of the government, arising
out ot the King's minority and the dissensions of the
nobles, encouraged the surrounding chiets to revolt.
For instance, Khwaja Jehan, the minister, having
assumed the title ot Mullih-vos-Shurh, tounded an
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independent kingdom at Joonpoor®, and evem
forced the King of Bengal to pay him tribute. In
the opposite direction, Sarung Khan, governor of
Depalpoor, collected the troops of the province of
Mooltan, and the north-west divisions of the state,
and advanced against the Gukkurs, who waited
for him at Ajoodhun, about 24 miles from La-
hore. A battle ensued, and the Gukkurs being
defeated, their chief, Sheikha, took refuge among
the mountains of Jummoo. Sarung Khan, after
this victory, left his younger brother, Adil Khan,
in Lahore, and returned himself to Depalpoor,
where he established his head-quarters. In this
year, the King, leaving Dehly in charge of Moo-
kurrib Khan, marched towards Gualiar and Byana,
accompanied by Sddut Kbhan Barbik, and many
N other chiefs. Having arrived in the
An. 196  neighbourhood of Gualiar, Moobarik
Khan, Mulloo Yekbal Khan, the brother
of Sarung Khan, and Mullik Alla-ood-Deen Dhar-
wala, conspired against the life of Sidut Khan,
who having timely information of the plot, slew
Moobarik Khan and Alla-ood-Deen, but Mulloo
Yekbal Khan escaped to Dehly. Though this
conspiracy was thus checked for the time, the cog;:-
tentions which arose in consequence obliged Sadu
Khan to return to the capital. On his approach,
Mookurrib Khan, the Ameer-ool-omra, had prepared
to come out to pay his respects; but learning that
Sadut Khan had sworn vengeance against him for

* This dynasty was called Shurkeea, in contradistinction to
that of Bengal, whose capital was at Luknowty, and was called
Poorbeea : the terms both signify eastern.
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affording protection to Mulloo Yekbal Khan, he
returned to the city, and shutting the gates, pre-
pared to make a resolute defence.  “The city was
now besicged for three months, till the King's
party, convinced that the war not only originated,
Mohur.um, DUt was prosccutcd solely on account
ansor. of Sadut Khan, accommodated matters
October,  with Mookurrib Khan, and in the month
A-D- 139 of Mohurrum 797 the King was admitted
into Dehly.

Mookurrib Khan, encouraged by this event,
marched out the next dayv with all his force against
Nadut Khan, but was defeated with great loss.
The rains having set in, and it being impossible
for Sadut Khan to keep the ficld, he struck his
tents, and marched into Ferozabad. He then
sent for Noosrut Khan, the son of the Prince
Futteh Khan, the cldest son ot the late Feroze
Toghluk, from Mewat, and set him up in op-
position to Mahmood Toghluk, under the title
of Noosrut Shah. But a new faction breaking
out in Mewat disconcerted his measures.  The
houschold troops of the late Feroze Toghluk had
joined Sidut Khan; but incensed at his conduct
towards them, they prevailed on the keepers of the
clephants to join them, and having seized the
Prince Noosrut, placed him on an clephant, and
advanced against Nadut Khan, and expelled him
tfrom the city of” Ferozabad.,  Being thus deserted
by his tollowers, Sadut Khan sougrht protection with
Mookurnb Khan, by whom he was put to death.
T The mistortunes ot the state daily in.
Ak creased. “The omras of Ferozabad, and
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some of the provinces, espoused the cause of
Noosrut Shah. Those of Dehly and other places
supported the title of Mahmood Toghluk. The
government fell into anarchy :. civil war raged
every where ; and a scene was exhibited, unheard
of before, of two kings in arms against each other
residing in the same capital. Tartar Khan, the son
of Zuffur Khan of Guzerat, and Fuzl-oolla Bulkhy,
entitled Kootloogh Khan, joined the Prince Noosrut
at Ferozabad. Mookurrib Khan and other chiefs
espoused the cause of Mahmood Toghluk ; while
Bahidur Nahir and Mulloo Yekbal Khan, with a
strong body of troops, occupied the fort of Siry®,
and remained neuter, but were prepared to join
either party according to circumstances. Affairs
remained in this state for three years, with asto-
nishing equality ; for if one monarch’s party had
at any time the superiority, the balance was soon
restored by the neutral chiefs.

The warfare thus continued as if it were one
battle between the two cities, wherein thousands
were sometimes killed in a day, and the casual-
ties occasioned by the slain were supplied by
fresh reinforcements from different parts. Some
of the governors of the provinces took little
share in these civil dissensions, hoping to make
advantage of them, by becoming independent in
the end.
an798. % In the year 798, Sarung Khan, the
A.p.1395. governor of Depalpoor, having some

* This appears to have been the name given to the citadel of
Dehly.
VOL. I. IX
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differences with Khizr Khan, governor of Mool-
tan, made war against him.  Atter several en-
gagements with various success, victory declared
for Sarung Khan, who, svizing on Mooltan, ag-
grandised his power, and in the tollowing vear
advanced to the capital, and reduced Samana.
Noosrut Shah directed Tartar Khan, then governor
Mohurrum 1. of Paniput, and Almas Beg, to oppose

acu.799.  him. They engaged and defeated

Oct. 4. Sarung Khan, on the 1st ot Mohurrum,

A-D 1396. 200, and compelled him to fly to
Mooltan,

On his arrival in that city, intelligence reached
him that the Prince Peer Mahomed Jehangeer, the
grandson of" Teimoor, having laid a bridge of
boats over the Indus, had crossed, and invested
Qocha.  Sarung Khan instantly despatched his
deputy, Mullihk - Taj-ood-Deen, and the greater
portion of his troops, to reinforce Mullik Ally, the
governor of Qocha.  Mirza Peer Mahomed Je-
hangeer, heacing of’ this movement, advanced to
the Beea, and falling on the Mooltanies by sur-
prise, just as they crossed the river, defeated and
drove them into the stream, so that more were
drowned, perhaps, than fell by the sword. A few
of the discomtited army only made good their
retreat to Mooltan. Mirza Peer Mahomed Je-
langeer pursued the fugitives, arrived about the
same time with them, and obliged Sarung Khan o
contine himselt” to the fort. After a siege of” six
months, e was reduced, trom want of” provi-
sons, to surrender at diserction, and Mirza Peer
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Mahomed took possession of Mooltan; but Sa-
rung Khan, in a few days, found means to effect
his escape.

. In Dehly, Mulloo Yekbal Khan,. having dis-
agreed with Mookurrib Khan, abandoned the
cause of Mahmood Toghluk, and sent a mes-
sage to Noosrut Shah, offering to join his party.
This proposal was readily accepted : the parties
met, and went to the palace of Siry, where they
swore mutual friendship on the Koran, at the tomb
of Khwaja Kootb-ood-Deen Bukhtyar Kaky. A
quarrel now took place between Mahmood Togh-
luk and Mookurrib Khan 3 and about three days
after, another rupture occurred between Mulloo
Yekbal Khan and Noosrut Shah, when the former,
regardless of his oath, formed a conspiracy to seize
the latter. Noosrut Shah, informed of the plot,
thought it advisable to quit the palace of Siry,
and Mulloo Yekbal Khan, intercepting his fol-
lowers in his retreat, took all his elephants, treasure,
and baggage; while the unfortunate Prince, being
in no condition to keep the field, fled to his vizier,
Tartar Khan, at Paniput.

Mulloo Yekbal Khan, having obtained possession
of Ferozabad, increased his power, and strove to
expel the King, Mahmood, and his partisan Moo-
kurrib Khan, from the old city. At length, by the
mediation of some nobles, peace was concluded be-
tween the parties ; but Mulloo Yekbal Khan, per-
fidious as he was, and regardless of the sacred oaths
of the treaty, attacked Mookurrib Khan in his own
house, and slew him. He also seized Mahmood

11 ¢
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Toghluk, and deprived him of all but the name of
King.

Mulloo Yekbal Khan now marched from Dehly,
accompanied by the pageant King, Mahmood,
against Noosrut Shah and Tartar Khan at Paniput.
Tartar Khan, leaving his clephants and baggage in
the fort, passed by him by forced marches, and
avoiding his army, arrived before Dehly, and in-
vested it. Mulloo Yckbal Khan, trusting to the
strength of the force he left in the city, besieged
Paniput, and carried it by escalade on the third
day. He then hastened back to Dehly, whence
Tartar Khan, having failed in his attempt, fled to
his father Zuffur Khan, in Guzerat, and Mulloo
Yekbal Khan entering the city, began to restore the
government to some order. Meanwhile, to com-
plete the miseries of this unhappy people, news
arrived, that Teimoor Beg had crossed the Indus,
with an intention to conquer Hindoostan.
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Teimoor crosses the Indus, and proceeds by Toolumba to Mool-
tan, where he is joined by his grandson, Peer Mahomed. —
Proceeds to Bhutnere, which he reduces. — Marches by Pans-
put to Dehly. — Reconnoitres the city with-a small division
of troops — is attacked, but repulses the Indians. — The Ixdian
captives, to the number of 100,000, put to death by his order.
— Battle of Dehly. — The Indians defeated, and their King,
Mahmood™ Toghluk, flies. — Contribution laid on Dehly —
causes resistance. — Massacre and sack of Dehly. — Teimoor
retreats, afier appointing Khizr Khan, an Indian chief, his de-
puty. — Noosrut Shah enters Dehly, and expels Mulloo Yekbal
Khan.— Noosrut Shah subsequenily expelled by Mulloo Yekbal
Khan.— The territory of Dehly confined to a few villages. —
Seven independent kingdoms established om the ruins gf the
Dekly monarchy. — Mahmood Toghluk returns to Dehly —
relires on a pension.— Mulloo Yekbal Khan attacks Khizr -
Khan, Teimoor's deputy — is killed in battle.— Khizr Khan
arrives at Dehly.

Aneer TerMoor, informed of the commiotions
and civil wars of India, began his expedition
" into that country in the eight hundredth year of
Mohurrum 12. the Hijra, and on the 12th of Mo-
A.H.801.  hurrum, in the following year, arrived
Asell)’t-l ;gi; on the banks of the Indus. He
T *  crossed that river, and marched to
the boundaries of Kole Julaly, so .called since
Julal-ood-Deen, King of Kabul, left Bungur, and
resided at that kole (or fort). At this period,
Ameer Teimoor despatched Sheik Noor-ood-Deen
118
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to dispossess Shahab-ood-Deen Moobarik  Khan,
who, on the part of’ the King of” Dehly, had ad-
vanced to the Behut, tor the detence of the frontier
districts.  Noor-ood-Deen arrived within a few
miles of Moobarik  Khan, and required him to
submit to his master.  The latter occupied a strong
post on the bank ot the river, around which he had
formed a fosse to insulate his position, and resolved
to defend it Noor-ood-Deen, however, tound
means, in the course of his approaches, to fill up
the ditch, but sutfered considerable loss from a
sally. made by the besicged  during the night,
which, in the end, he repulsed, and forced the
assailants to take shelter within their walls.  Tei-
moor, at this time, also advanced with his whole
army, and Moobarik Khan, intimidated by his ap-
proach, privately embarked with his tamily and
treasures in 200 boats prepared tor the purpose,
and  proceeded down the river, being two days
pursued in vain by Noor-ood-Deen, who was de-
tached for that purpose. The Indian garrison,
atter the departure of” their leader, surrendered at
discretion,

Teimoor now marched alonge the river, to the
conflux of” the Chunab with the Ravy, where was
situated the strong tort and town of” Toolumba.
He cansed a bridge to be thrown across the niver,
by which his army might pass, and pitched  his
camp outside the town, which he laid under con-
tiibution. . While the inhabitants were collecting
the sum demanded, complamt was made to “T'eimoor
of the scareity of provisions in his camp, on which
orders were issued to seize prain wherever it might
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be found. The soldiers accordingly proceeded to .
search the town ; but not being content with pro-
visions, a general plunder ensued ; and
AN sg. the inhabitants, in endeavouring to op-:
pose the outrage, were massacred with-
out mercy.

To have besieged the fort of Toolumba would .
only have retarded the progress of Teimoor. He
therefore marched, on the following day, to a town
called Shahnowaz, where finding more grain than
sufficient for his whole army, he caused what
could not be carried away to be burnt. At this
place, the brother of the chief of the Gukkurs,
who had attempted to defend the place with 2000
men, lost his life. Teimoor proceeded on the
third day from Shahnowaz, and crossing the Beea,
entered a rich and plentiful country. The fol-
lowing is an account of the proceedings of the
Prince Mirza Peer Mahomed Jehangeer. After
having, as has been already mentioned, taken
Mooltan, the rains came on, and destroyed so great
a part of his cavalry in the field, that he was under
the necessity of withdrawing his army into the city
of Mooltan. There he was reduced to much distress
by the inhabitants of the country, who closely -
invested the place, and withheld supplies, so that
his cavalry, unable to act or to procure forage, di-
minished daily. Such was the situation of the
Prince when his grandfather invaded India.
Teimoor immediately reinforced Mirza Peer Ma-
homed Jehangeer with a detachment of 30,000 select
horse, and soon after joined him with the rest of
his army. The Prince complained bitterly of the

114 .
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conduct of the governor of Bhutnere, who had
been the chief source of his distresses. Lo punish
him, Teimoor selected 10,000 of his best horse,
and marched against him. When the Moguls
rcached Ajoodhun, Teimoor was shown the tomb
of’ Sheikh Fureed-ood-Deen Shukr-Gunj; in re-
spect to whose memory he spared the few inha-
bitants who remained in the place, the greater part
having fled to Debly and Bhutnere.
“T'cimoor continued hisroute to Bhutnere, crossing
the river at Ajoodhun, and encamped at Cha-
“liskole, from which place, in one day, he marched
with his cavalry, 50 coss ® to Bhutnere. Upon his
arrival, the people of Depalpoor and other aljacent
places crowded into the town in such numbers, that
half of them were driven out, and obliged to take
shelter under the walls, They were there attackedon
the day of T'eimoor’s arrival, and some thousands of
them were slain. - Row Khiljy t, the governor of the
place, seeing the enemy so few in number, drew out
the garrison, and tformed without the town in orderof
battle. ‘The Moguls, however, upon the first onset,

* The coss varies from one to four miles, but taking it ot the
smallest computation, the march is of extraordinary leagth.
The Tartars, like the Cossacks, were all mounted.

1 I have consulted several original works, and the transle-
tions made by D’'Herbelot, Des Guignes, and Petit de la
Croix, of the histories of Teimoor, but have been unable te
satisfy mysclt of the true reading ot this name.  All my MS&
of Ferishta, who cupied trom Shurcef.ood-Deen Ally (Teimost's
secretary ), hase sumething ke Row Khiljy ; and the translatesrs
above reterred to, as well as Colondd Duw, have some name,
whichi, of wrnitten in the Persian character, would read like it 3
but 1t is, probably, not correct.
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drove them back, while Teimoor, in person, pressed
so hard upon the rear of the rugitives, that he got
possession of the gates, before they could be shut.
He then drove the enemy from street to street,
and thus became, in a few hours, master of the
whole of the town, except the citadel ; to reduce
which, he ordered it to be undermined.

The garrison now proposed to capitulate; and the
governor having had an interview with Teimoor,
presented him with 300 Arabian horses, and with
many of the curiosities of Hindoostan. Teimoor,
in return, presented him with a dress of honour, and .
sent Sooliman Shah and Ameer Alla-dad to take
possession of the gates, commanding them to slay
all those who had taken refuge in the place, and who
had been before active against his grandson, Mirza
Peer Mahomed. The rest, of the prisoners after
being plundered, were ordered to be dismissed.
In consequence of this order, 500 persons, in &
few minutes, were put to death by the Moguls.
Both the Mahomedans and Hindoos, who remained
within the fort, struck with horror, and dreading a
similar fate, set fire to the place in despair, killed
their wives and children, and sought nothing but
revenge and death. The scene was awful; and the
unfortunate inhabitants, in the end, were cut off to
a man, though not before some thousands of the
Moguls had fallen by their hands. This conduct
so much exasperated Teimoor (the firebrand of the
universe), that he caused every soul in Bhutnere
to be massacred, and the city to be reduced o
ashes. |

Teimoor then marched to Soorsutty, and put
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the inhabitants of that place also to the sword,
giving the town up to pillage. Advancing to
Futtehabad, he continued his ravages through
that district, and the adjacent towns of Rajpoor,
Ahroony, and Toohana. From thence he de-
tached Hukeem Eraky towards Sumana, with
5000 horse, while he himself' scoured the country,
and cut off a body of Juts, who had lived
for some ycars by plunder. llis army, in the
mean time, being now divided under different
chiefs, carried fire and sword through the pro-
vinces of Mooltan and Lahore; but when they
advanced near the capital, he ordcred a general
rendezvous at Keithul, within 10 miles of Su-
mana.

Here Teimoor joined his army, and having
regulated the order of his march, advanced to-
wards Dehly.  When he reached Paniput, be
dirceted his soldiers to put on their armour ; and
that he might be the better supplied with forage,
crossed the Jumna, into the ooab, and took the
fort of Lony by assault, putting the garrison to the
sword. The Mogul army continued its route along
the river, and encamped opposite to the.city of
Dehly, posting guards at the fords leading into
the Dooab from the capital. ‘T'eimoor then de-
tached Sooliman Khan and Jehan Khan to scour
the country to the south and south-cast of the city,
whilst he himselt; on the day of his arrival, with
700 horse only, crossed the river to reconnoitre
Dcehly, The King of Dehly, and his minister,
Mulloo Yekbal Khan, secing so few troops in
the retinue of ‘Feimoor, sallied out with 5000 horse
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and foot, and 27 elephants. A skirmish took.
place, in which the Dehly troops were repulsed ;-
and Mahmood Seif Beg, a Dehly officer of rank
who led the attack, was taken prisoner. Teimoor
ordered him to be instantly beheaded ; and after
having made the observations which he wished,
repassed the river, and joined his army. On the
next morning,- he moved his position more to
the eastward. On this occasion it was reported to’
him, that there were above 100,000 prisoners
in his camp, who had been taken since he crossed:
the Indus; that they had on the day before
expressed great joy when they saw him attack-
ed, which rendered it extremely probable, that
on a day of battle they would join their country--
men against him. Teimoor having as.
A O, certained that most of them were idol.
"7 aters, gave orders to put all above the
age of fifteen to the sword; -so that upon that
day nearly 100,000 men were massacred in cold-
blood.
Jumad.ool.  On the 5th of Jumad-ool-awul, Tei-
awul 5. moor forded the river without opposition,
Jan.18. and encamped on the plain of Feroz-
abad, one of the suburbs of Dehly, where he
entrenched himself. He caused numbers of buffa.,
loes to be picketed in the ditch, with their heads
fronting the enemy, placing, at the same time, strong
parties of troops at proper distances behind them, .
Jumad-ool. Lhough the astrologers pronounced
awul 7. the seventh an unlucky day, Teimoor.
Jan.15. marched out of his lines, and drew up-
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his army in order of battle. Mahmood Toghluk,
and Mulloo Yekbal Khan, with the Dehly troops,
and 120 clephants, covered with armour, marched
forth to oppose the Moguls. But at the first
charge, most of the clephants’ drivers were dis-
mounted ; and these unwicldy animals, deprived
of their guides, fled to the rear, and commu-
nicated contusion to their own ranks. The
veteran troops of Teimoor, who had already con-
quered half’ the world, availed themselves of this
advantage, and the Indians were, in a short time,
totally routed, without making one brave effort
to save their country, their lives, or their pro.
perty. ‘The conqueror pursued them with great
slaughter to the very gates of Dehly, near to
which he fixed his head quarters. The constern-
ation of the fugitives was so great, that, not trust.
ing to their walls, Mahmood Toghluk and his
minister  deserted the capital during the night,
the tormer flying to Guzerat, the latter taking
the route of Birun. Teimoor, gaining intelli-
gence of their escape, detached parties after them ;
one of which came up with Mulloo Yekbal Khan,
killed a great number of his retinue, and took
his two infant sons, (Secit-ood-1)een and Khooda-
dad) prisoners.  ‘T'eimoor reccived the submission
of" all the chiet’ men of the city, who crowded to
his camp, and were promised protection, on con-
dition of" paying a contribution. On the Friday
following, ‘T'eimoor caused himselt’ to be pro-
claimed Emperor, and the usual titles to be read in
his name in all the mosques.
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On the 16th of the same month,
J:?::{"l%‘f" having placed 'gua.rds at the gates, he
a.n.801. appointed the chiefs and magistrates
Jan.14.  of the city to regulate the contri-
A-0-1398. bution, according to the - wealth and
rank of the inhabitants. Information was in the
mean time brought that several nobles, and some
rich merchants, had shut themselves up in their
houses, with their dependents, and .refused to
pay their share of the ransom. This induced
Teimoor to send troops into the city, at the in-
stance of the magistrates, to enforce their autho-
rity; a step eventually productive of the most
fatal consequences. The arrival of the Mogul
soldiers created confusion; plundering ensued,
which could not be restrained by the officers, and
they durst not acquaint Teimoor with the state
of affairs.

Teimoor, according to his custom after success,
was then busy in his camp celebrating a grand
festival on account of his victory, so that it was
five days before he received any intelligence of
the proceedings in the town. The first intimation
he obtained was from the city being in flames ; for
the Hindoos, according to custom, seeing their
females disgraced, and their wealth seized by the
soldiery, shut the gates, set fire to their houses, mur-
dered their wives and children, and rushed out on
their enemies. This led to a general massacre, some
streets were rendered impassable, by the heaps of
dead ; and the gates being forced, the whole Mogul
army gained admittance, and a scene of horror
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cnsued casier to be imagined than described. The
desperate courage of the Dehlyans was at length
cooled in their own blood, and throwing down their
weapons, they at last submitted themselves like
sheep to slaughter; in some instances, permitting
one man to drive a hundred of them, prisoners,
before him. The city yiclded an enormous booty.
The historians have gone into some details of the
amount of the silver, the gold, and the jewels,
captured on this occasion, particularly rubies and
diamonds ; but their account so far exceeds all
belief, that I have refrained from mentioning it.
Nizam-ood-Deen Ahmud, however, relates these
circumstances differently in his history. He states,
that the persons appointed to realise the comtri-
bution on the part of T'eimoor having used grest
violence, by torture and other means, to obtain
money, the citizens rose and killed some of the
Moguls. This being reported to Teimoor, he
ordered a general pillage.  This is the first in-
stance on record of the Moguls having plundered
Debly.

Teimoor now entered the city, and seized for
himselt’ 120 elephants, 12 rhinoceroses, and a num-
ber of curious animals that had been collected by
Feroze Toghluk. ‘The fine mosque built by that
Prince, on the stones of which he had inscribed
the history of his reign, was so much admired by
Teimoor, that he carried the same architects and
masons from Dcehly to Samarkand to build one
on a similar plan.  After having halted 15 days
at Dchly, Teimovor commenced his retreat, to
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his own country, and marched out to Ferozabad,
whither BahAdur Nahir of Mewat sent him two
white parrots as curiosities, with professions of
submission. Teimoor sent Syud Shums-ood-Deen
Toormoozy to invite him to the presence; and -
Khizr Khan, who had been concealed in the hills
of Mewat, also came with him, and was graciously
received.

From Ferozabad, Teimoor marched to Pa-
niput, from whence he detached Ameer Shah
Mullik to besiege Meerut, a strong fort, situated-
about 60 miles from Dehly. When Ameer
Shah Mullik had reconnoitred its strength, and
found the garrison determined to defend it, he
reported its condition ; and he, moreover, stated,
that the garrison had reproached him from the
walls, by saying he could succeed no better than
Toormooshreen Khan, the Mogul general who had
formerly failed in an attempt to take the place.
Teimoor immediately marched in person against
Meerut, and without delay began to construct
mines, and carry on his approaches under ground,
advancing at the rate of 15 yards every 24 hours.
Khwaja Elias Ajoodhuny, the son of Mowlana
Ahmud Tahnesury, and Mullik Suffy Kubeer,
defended the place with great resolution; but
the Moguls, having filled up the ditch, placed
their scaling-ladders and fastened their hook-
ropes to the wall, in spite of all opposition, and
without waiting for a breach by means of the
mines stormed the place, and put every soul to the
sword.
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The mines, however, being finished, the King
ordered them to be fired, and the walls were thrown
down. *®

Teimoor continued his march to the skirts of
the mountains of' Sewalik, marking his way with
fire and sword. He then crossed the Ganges, and
subdued the country as tar as where the river
issues from the mountains. On his return from
thence, he repassed the river and marched through
the hills, where he was opposed by an Indian ze-
mindar, whom he defeated and plundered. He
then continued his route, taking several small forts
on his way till he arrived at Jummoogur, the
raja of which place being wounded and takem
prisoner, was compelled to cmbrace the faith.
Jusrut, the brother of Sheikha Gukkur, who had
fled after being defeated by Teimoor, had been
reproved by his brother tor opposing the Moguls,
which being represented to Teimoor, Sheikha was
admitted to his presence, and became a favourite.
But when Teimoor marched on to Dehly, Sheikha
took advantage ot his absence, and got possession
of' Lahore, and when the King reached Jummoo,
he refused to submit to his authority. Ameer

® Teimour made use of’ mines in scveral sieges, also, in Asia
Minor: they were constructed according to the usual mode of
the ancients.  Galleries were carricd under the part of the
wall to be breached, which was supported by wooden frames,
while the excavation was in progress; when, after haviag
furmed a sufficiently large cavity, the wooden frames were set em
fire, amd bemg uo longer capable of supporting the wall, it fell
in, and caused the breach.



INVASION OF TEIMOOR (OR TAMERLANE). 497

Teimoor accordingly detached part of his
A ey, army to besiege Lahore, which was taken
" in a few days. Sheikha was brought
prisoner to the King, who ordered him to be
instantly beheaded. While at Jummoo, Teimoor
appointed Khizr Khan viceroy of Mooltan, Lahore,
and Depalpoor, and returned to Samarkand by the
route of Kabul.

The city of Dehly remained in a state of anarchy
for the space of two months after the departure of
Teimoor, during which time famine and pestilence
prevailed. It was then taken possession of by the
Prince Noosrut Shah with only 2000 horse from
Meerut, where he was joined by Adil Khan with
his own troops and four elephants. Shahab-Khan
and Mullik Almas from Mewat, with their troops
and 10 elephants, joined him soon after. Noosrut
Shah now sent Shahab-Khan, with his troops,
towards Birun, against Mulloo Yekbal-Khan, who
had taken up his residence in that town; butShahab-
Khan, being attacked in the night, on his march,
by the zemindars in the interest of Mulloo Yekbal
Khan, was slain, and Mulloo Yekbal Khan, following
up his advantage, took all the baggage of Shahab
Khan’s army. This success raising the reputation
of Mulloo Yekbal Khan, in a few days he thought
himself in a condition to make an attempt on the
capital. At his approach, Noosrut Shah retired to
Meerut; and Mulloo Yekbal Khan resumed the
administration of affairs in the ruined city. The
inhabitants, who had fled, now began to return to
their homes ; and Dehly, in a short time, put on

VOL. I. K K
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the appearance of populousness, especially that
quarter called the New City,

Mulloo Yekbal Khan, soon after, obtained pos-
session of the country between the two rivers;
which, with a small district round the city, was all
that remained dependent on the capital.  The
governors of' provinces no longer acknowledged
allegiance to the throne, having established their
independence during the late civil war. Guzerat
was held by Moozatfur Khan; Malwa by Dilawur
Khan ; Kunowj, Oude, Kurra, and Joonpoor, by
Khwaja Jehan, commonly called Shah Shurk ;
Lahore, Depalpoor, and Mooltan, by Khizr Khan ;
Samana by Ghalib Khan ; Byana by Shums Khan
Ahdy; Kalpy and Mahoba by Mahomed Khan,
the son of” Mullihzada Feroze; all of whom styled
themselves Kings.

In the month of Jumad-ool-Awul,
Aumad-wol- g3, Mulloo Yekbal Khan marched
acnsos. with an army from Dehly towards By.
Docember, ana, defeated Shums Khan, and was
A THOO. Juined by his troops.  He then pro-
ceeded to Kutehr, and atter having levied contri-
butions in the territory of Nursing Ray, he re-
twrned to Dehly. Intelligence was there broughe
him ot’ the death of Khwaja Jehan, at Joonpoor,
and also that his adopted son, Mullik Wasil, had
assumed the title ot Moobarih Shah, and had sue-
ceeded to the government. Mulloo Yekbal Khan
having become reconeiled to Shums Khan, governor
ot Byana, and having wained over Moobarik, the
son ol Bahadur Nalur Mewatty, to his interest,
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marched the same year, in conjunction with these
chiefs, against Mullik Wasil. When he reached
the village of Puttyaly, on the Ganges, the Ray
of Serinugur, (the ancient name for Bilgarats,
which was at that time a prineipality,) together
with the zemindars of that tract, opposed him, but
were defeated with great slaughter. After this
victory, Mulloo Yekbal Khan marched to Kunowj,
intending to proceed to Joonpoor and Luknowty.
On his route, however, he was opposed by Mullik
Wasil, in his attempt to cross the Ganges, with
such vigour, that, after repeated efforts for two
months, he was forced to abandon the undertak-
ing, and to return to Dehly. During this cam-
paign, Mulloo Yekbal Khan, entertaining suspicions
of Shums Khan and Moobarik Khan, assassinated
them both on their way back to their own govern.

ments.
In the year 804, the ex-King, Mah-
A-n. 80t mood Toghluk, offended with the be-
haviour of Moozuffur Shah of Guzerat,
to whose court he had retired, left him and went to
Malwa. Soon after, by the invitation of Mulloo
Yekbal Khan, he returned to Dehly, where he was
content to receive a pension, fearing that any inter-
ference on his part, in the affairs of the government
might prove fatal to him. Advices were now
received of the death of Mullik Wasil, who styled
himself Moobarik Shah, Shurky of Joonpoor. Yek-
bal Khan, accordingly, accompanied by the King
Mahmood, marched towards Kunowj, where Ibra-
him Shah Shurky, brother of Moobarik Shah,

KK 2
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who had succeeded to the throne, advanced with
the troops of Joonpoor to oppose him.

While the armies were encamped near each
other, Mahmood Toghluk, dissatistied with his situ-
ation, and imagining that Ibrahim Shah would
acknowledge him King, and abdicate the throne
of the Shurky provinces in his favour, lett the
camp while on a hunting excursion, and repaired
to the army of Ibrahim Shah.  When that Prince
discovered the expectations ot his guest, he even
withheld trom him the necessaries ot lite, and in-
timated to him to quit the camp. Mahmood re-
turned in great distress to Kunowj, and was left by
Mulloo Yehbal Khan in the government ot that
city, having previously  expelled the  governor,
who occupied it on the part of Ibrahim Shah.
Ibrabim Shah Shurky did not resent this insule,
but permitted Mahmood Toghluk to  eccupy
Kunowj, and himselt rcturned to Joonpoor, while
Mulloo Ychbal Khan retreated to Dehly.

i In the vear 803, Mulloo Yehbal Khan
A, marched  against Gualiar, which  had
fallen into the hands of Nursing Ray

during the mvasion of Teimoor, and which had
Lately on Nursing Ray’s death descended to his son,
Brahma Dew. The tort being «trong, he tound he
could effeet nothing against it at that time, except
plundering the districts around.  He accordingly
returned to Dehly, trom whenee, however, he again
came back with a view of reducing the place.
Biahia Dew <allied out of the garrison, and made
an unsuceosstul attack on Mulloo Yekhbal Khan
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but the latter was eventually obliged to raise the
siege, and content himself with devastating the
country, and returned to Dehly.
In the year 807, Mulloo Yekbal Khan
A-5.B07  marched the army to Etawa, where.the
" Rajas of Serinugur, Gualiar, and Jalwur
had formed a confederacy, and united their forces.
They were attacked and defeated by Yekbal Khan,
who consented to their retreat being unmolested,
only on condition of their paying a large sum into
his coffers. After this victory, in violation of every
tie of gratitude, and of common justice, he marched
against the King, Mahmood Toghluk, then residing
at Kunowj. Mahmood shut himself up in the city;
and Mulloo Yekbal Khan, unable to reduce it,
raised the siege, and marched towards Samana, in
Mohurrum the month of Mohurrum, 808. Beiram
a.1.808.  Khan, a descendant of one of the
June, Toorky slaves of Feroze Toghluk, had
A.p-1405. 1ong occupied Samana. On the ap-
proach of Mulloo Yekbal Khan, he fled to the hills,
closely pursued by his enemy. On this occasion,
Syud Alum-ood-Deen, grandson of the famous
Syud Julal Bokhary, came to mediate between
the contending parties. He succeeded in recon-
ciling them ; after which they united their forces,
and marched towards Mooltan, against Kbhizr
Khan. At Toolumba, they were opposed by Ray
Dawood *, Kumal Khan Mye, and Ray Hubboo,

*1 am unable to discover how this admixture of Hindoo
and Mahomedan names comes to take place.
KK 38
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the son of Ray Rutty, chicfs in the northern pro-
vinces, who were defeated, and taken prisoners.
On arriving near Ajoodhun, Khizr Khan opposed

Mulloo Yckbal Khan, with the troops
J‘XT,‘,"‘;?,L of Mooltan, Punjab, and Depalpoor ;
A.1.808.  and on the 19th of Jumad-ool-Awul the
Nov.l8  two armies engaged, and Mulloo Yek-
A.D. 1405, . Y.

bal Khan was slain.

When Dowlut Khan Lody, and Yekhtyar Kban,
who commanded in Dchly, were informed of this
event, they invited Mahmood Toghluk, from
Kunowj, who came with a small retinue and re.
ascended the throne.  He laid aside any further
cfforts to reduce Mooltan, and sent Dowlut Khan
Lody, with an army against Beiram Khan of
Namana.  The King himself’ returned, in the
mean time, to Kunowj; but Ibrahim Shah Shurky
marched to recover that place, and after some skir-
mishes, compelled Mahmood to retreat to Dehly.
Mahmood Toghluk’s imbecile conduct lost him the
affections of his troops, and they accordingly, with
one consent, dispersed.  Thrahim Shah Shurky, on
receiving intelligenee of this circumstance, crossed
the Ganges, and marched towards Dehly  with
great expedition. When  he reached the banks
of the Jumna, he heard that Moozuffur Shah of
Guzerat had defeated and tahen  prisoner  Alp
Khan, commonly called Sooltan Hooshung, and
having occupiced the coantry of Malwa, was thea
on his march towards Joonpoor,  In consequence
ot this intelligenee, Thrahim Shah Shurky was in-
duced o reticat to secure s own capital.
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Rujub, In the month of Rujub, 810, Dowlut
A.n.810. Khan Lody and Beiram Khan engaged
Dec.  each other near Samana, Beiram Khan
4-D- 1407 09 defeated, and surrendered himself
to Dowlut Khan Lody; but nearly at the same
time that part of the country fell into the hands of
Khizr Khan.,
Zeekada, In the month of Zeekada, of the
A.w. 810. same year, Mahmood Toghluk marched
R lf)\Pl% ‘. against Mullik Meer Zeea, who, on the
o part of Ibrahim Shah Shurky, was go-
vernor of Birun. Mullik Meer Zeea opposed him
without the walls, but was defeated, and compelled
to retire within the works, The King’s troops
followed the fugitives so closely, that they entered
the place together, and Mullik Meer Zeea fell in
the assault. From Birun the King marched to
Sumbhul ; but Tartar Khan fled at his approach,
and went to Kunowj. The King, leaving Assud
Khan Lody at Sumbhul, returned to
e ﬂés .Dehly. In the year 811, Mahmood
' Toghluk marched against Kowam Khan,
who occupied Hissar Feroza, on the part of Khizr
Khan. The King, after levying contributions, re-
turned ; but Khizr Khan, on hearing what had
occurred, marched, by the route of Rohtuk, against
Dehly. Mahmood, deficient both in sense and
courage, allowed himself to be patiently besieged
in that part of the city known by the name of
Ferozabad. Khizr Khan, however, being in want'
of forage and grain, was soon obliged to raise the
sicge, and retire to Futtehpoor, but in the be-
KK 4
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ginning of the vear 81+ he returned by
the route of Rohtuk to lunehpoor.
This place was then in possession of two
of Mahmood Toghluk’s ofticers, Mullik Idrees and
Moobariz Khan, who declined hostilities, and sub-
mitted.  Khizr Khan, having plundered the town
of' Narnoul, again advanced to Dehly. On this
occasion, Mahmood shut himself up in the old
citadel of Siry, to which Khizr Khan laid siege.
Yekhtyar Khan, who commanded in Ferozabad,
sceing the desperate condition of the King’s affairs,
Joined Khizr Khan, and admitted him into the
tort. Having united their troops, they occupied all
the Debly possessions in the Dooab, and prevented
supplies from reaching the capital. A great draught
had occasioned, at this time, a scarcity of grain
and forage, both in the Dooab and in the vicinity
of Dehly, insomuch that Khizr Khan was a second
time forced to raise the siege, and retire to Futteh-
poor.  Mahmood Toghluk, being delivered trom
this imminent danger, took the diversion of hunt-
ing in the neighbourhood of” Kyetuhl, where he
Zeckada, Comtracted a fever, and died in the
a.nste month of Zeehada,  With him fell the
February.  Kingdom  of Dehly tfrom the race of
A. v THLZ ‘Toorks, the :nlupt.cd slaves of” the Em-
peror Shahab-ood-Deen Ghoory, who were of the
sceond dynasty of' the Mahomedan princes of
India.

The disastrous and inglorious reign of Mahmood
Touhlukh continued, from first to last, 20 vears
and two months,

The nobles, soon atter his death, elected, in his

A. 1. 81 ¢.
A.D. 1411,
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stead, Dowlut Khan Lody, an Afghan by birth,
originally a private secretary, who, after passing
through various offices, was raised by Mahmood
Toghluk, and attained the title of Azeez-i-Moo-
Mohurrum, Malik. Dowlut Khan Lody ascended
A.n.815.  the throne in the month of Mohurrum,
April, 816, and began his reign, as usual, by
A. D. 1412. o1 s e
striking the currency in his own name.
Two chiefs of power and reputation, Mullik
Idrees and Moobariz Khan, who had been in the
interest of Khizr Khan, abandoned that chief, and
joined Dowlut Khan Lody. A few days after his
accession, he marched towards Kutehr; and was
met by Nursing Ray, and other zemindars of those
districts, who acknowledged his title. On his ar-
rival at the town of Bisowly, Mohabut Khan of
Budaoon also came to meet him, and pay him
obedience. .Advices at this time arrived, that
Ibrahim Shah Shurky was besieging Kalpy, then -
held by Kadur Khan, the son of Mahomed Khan;
but as Dowlut Khan Lody had not sufficient force
to march to his relief, he returned to Dehly to
recruit his army. Meanwhile Khizr Khan, who
had been preparing to invade the capital, advanced
Zeehuj, in the month of Zeehuj, with 60,000
A.n.816. horse, and a third time invested the ci-
March,  tadel of Siry, to which Dowlut Khan had
A-D. 1414 rotired. After a siege of four months,
Khizr Khan obliged Dowlut Khan Lody, on the
Rubbee-ool- 15th of Rubbee-ool-Awul, in the year
Awul15. 817  to surrender. He was instantly
A. H. 817. . .
June 4. confined in Hissar Feroza, where he
A. p.1416. died, after a nominal reign of one year
and three months.
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his own son, Mullik Sheikh, and on his death,
Mullik Sooliman, who professed to be a Syud, was
appointed viceroy of Mooltan, an office which de.
scended to his son, Khizr Khan. When Khize
Khan was defeated, as we have already observed, by
Sarung Khan, and driven from his country, be
waited on Teimoor, after the conquest of Dehly,
gained his favour, and was reinstated in his former
government, to which Teimoor added Punjab and
Depalpoor. This accession of power enabled him,
eventually, to pave his way to the throne.

As the author of the Towareekh Moobarik Shahy
has produced two distinct and (what he calls)
strong proofs of Khizr Khan being really a de-
scendant of the Prophet, it seems proper here to
notice them, in order that his pretensions to that
honour may be examined. The first reason given
is, ¢ that on one occasion, when Khizr Khan’s fa-
¢ ther, Mullik Sooliman, brought an ewer and basin,
“in common with the other servants of Mullik
¢« Murdan Dowlut, at a feast given by him to Syud
¢¢ Julal Bokhary, the latter, on perceiving it, said
¢ to his host, ¢ Why do you employ this-fine Syud
¢ youth in so humble an office ?” Such an observa-
¢ tion from the mouth of that venerable, holy man
« (says the author) ought to satisfy us that the
« youth was really a Syud.” The second proof
adduced is, ¢ that Khizr Khan possessed the
¢ qualities of charity, courage, mercy, benevolence,
¢ virtue, abstinence, truth, and kindness, in a de-
s« gree which rendered him like the Prophet him-
s« gelf.” These are the evidences which the author
of the Towareekh Moobarik Shahy has produced
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to prove the noble origin of Khizr Khan. Suffice
it for us to know, that after his accession, Khizr
Khan conterred honours upon Mullik Tohfa, en-
titled Taj-ool-Moolk, and made him vizier, and
conferred dignities on Abd-ool-Raheem, the adopt-
ed son of his father, Mullik Sooliman. He also
gave him the government of Futtehpoor and
Mooltan, together with the title of' Mullik Alla.
ool-Moolk. But while he distributed his favours
among his own officers, he refrained from assuming
royal titles, and gave out that he held the govern-
ment tor Teimoor, in whose name he caused the coin
to be struck, and the Khootba to be read. Afer
the death of Teimoor, the Khootba was read in the
name of his successor, Shahrokh Mirza ; to whom
he sometimes even sent tribute at his capital of
Samarkand.®

In the first vear of his government, Khizr Khan
deputed Mullik Tohta with an army towards
Kuttehr, which place he reduced.  Nursing Ray was
driven to the mountains; but upon payving a ransom,
was again put in possession ot his country. Mohabut
Khan, governor ot Budaoon, at the same time
came to meet Mullik Tohfa, and professed alle
giance.  The Vizier now marched towards Gun-
poor, Kampilla, and Chundwar, to levy the re-
venue which had been due tor some years ; and
after recovering Jalesur out of the hands of the

® It is not difficult to imagine the causcs which induced
Khize Khan to refrain from calling himself” king. By this
measure, he disarmed the jealousy which the nobles of the late
regal government would have telt towards him, and which
might have prevented them tfrom submitting to his suthority.
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Rajpoots of Chundwar, he marched to Etaws, and
having reduced it, returned to Dehly.
Jumad-ool- In the month of Jumad-ool-Awul, of -
ey, the year 817, a band of Toorks, the ad-
July, herents of Beiram Khan, assassinated
A.».1414. Mullik Ladho, governor of Surhind, and
took poesession of his country, Khizr Kban sent
Zeeruk Khan and Mullik Dawood with an army
against them. On their approach, the Toorks
crossed the Sutlooj, and retreated to the hills.
Zeeruk Khan pursued them ; but as the mountains,
which are a continuation of those of Nagrakote,
were then in possession of independent zemindars,
who assisted the T'oorks, he effected nothing against
them, and in the end was obliged to withdraw his
troops.
In the year 819, Ahmud Shah, King
M8 L. of Guzerat, advanced to Bagore. Khizr
Khan led an army to oppose him; and
the King of Guzerat withdrew in the direction of
Malwa. When Khizr Khan reached Jalwur?®,
Elias Khan, governor of the new city, (to which
the name of ¢ Bride of the Universe,”” had been
given by Alla-ood-Deen Khiljy, who built it,) came
out to meet him. Khizr Khan proceeded from
thence to Gualiar, where he levied tribute from
the Raja, and then proceeded to Debly by the route
of Byana, where he exacted, as a fee, a considerable
sum from Kurreem-ool-Moolk, brother of the late
Shums Khan Ahdy, to whose estates he had lately
succeeded.

* [ have some doubt as to the true name : it is differently
written in my various MSS.
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' In the year 820, Mullik Toghan, chief
:':'?‘f?; of those Toorks who had assassinated
Y Mullik Ladho, besieged Surhind  with
a considerable army. Zceruk Khan, governor of
Samana, being again ordered against him, Toghan
retreated to the hills ; but Zeeruk Khan overtook
him at the village of Pail, compelled him to pay a
heavy fine, and to give up his son as a hostage for
his future conduct, as well as to expel the murderers
of Mullik Ladho from his camp. After these
arrangements, Mullik Toghan was allowed to re-
tain possession ot Jalendur; and Zeeruk Khan
having returned to Samana, sent both the hostage
and the amount realised from Mullik Toghan to
the presence.

In the vear 821, Khizr Khan having
sent his minister against Nursing Ray,
the Raja of Kutehr, he plundered and
Iaid waste that district, and proceeding to Buda-
oon, crossed the river at Etawa, on which place
he imposed a contribution, and returned to Dehly.
Khizr Khan subsequently marched in person to
Kutehr, and on his route he attacked and de-
teated a formidable band ot plunderers at Kole;
he then crossed the Ganges, and having laid waste
the country of Sumbhul and Kutchr, returmed to
his capital.  After remaining at Dehly only a
few days, he moved towards Budaoon.  Mohabut
Khan, governor of Budaoon, alarmed at his ap-
proach, shut himselt” up in the fort, to which the
King laid sicge for six months,  In the course of
the operations, Khizr Khan discovered that Kowam
Khan, Yehhtvar Khan Lody, and several of the

A. H. 821,
A.Do RIS
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old friends of the late King, Mahmood Toghluk,
had formed a conspiracy against his life. This
circumstance induced him to raise the siege of
F—— Budaoon, and to retire to Dehly, where
Awal 20. On the 20th of Jumad-ool-Awul, 822,
A.n.822. having assembled the comspirators, he
A-’:‘{ 41186 caused the household treops to fall upon
"7 them, and put them to death.

About this time, also, the King understood that
an impostor had appeared near Machiwara, assum.
ing the name of Sarung Khan, and had collected
a body of insurgents, though it was well known that .
Sarung Khan died during the time of Teimoer’s
invasion. To suppress this insurrection, Khizr
Khan ordered Mullik Sooltan Shah Lody, entitled
Islam Khan, at that time governor of Surhind,
against the impostor, who being defeated fled to
the hills, pursued by the joint forces of Mullik
Toghan, governor of Jalendur, Zeeruk Khan, go-
vernor of Samana, and Mullik Kheir-ood-Deen,
governor of Dooab. The impostor’s army shortly
after deserted him, each man withdrawing privately
to his own home, and the Dehly forces, also separ.
ating, returned to their respective stations. In
the following year the impostor appeared again,
and joined Mullik Toghan, who had again gone
into rebellion. Mullik Toghan, however, on dis-
covering that his colleague possessed a large
quantity of jewels, caused him to be assassinated ;
and marching to Surhind, he ravaged the country
of Munsoorpoor and Pail on his route. The
Dehly army, having attacked the insurgents, under
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Toghan, gave them a total defeat, and drove them
entirely out of the kingdom.

In the yvear 82+, Khizr Khan marched
towards Mewat, taking and destroving
the fort of Kotla. In this vear, also,
the Vizier dying, that office was conferred on
his son, Mullik Sikundur Tohta. From Kotla,
Khizr Khan marched towards Gualiar, where he
raised contributions and returned to Etawa, exact-
ing tribute from the son of Soomur Ray. Khizr

Khan, talling sick during this campaign,
J{'“":::d,‘-’-ol returned to Dehly, where he died on
ane2t.  the 17th of Jumad-ool-Awul, 824, after
May 20. q reigm of seven years and a few
A.D. 1#21.
months,

Khizr Khan was esteemed a just, a generous,
and a benevolent prince, for the age in which be
lived, on which account his death was much
lamented by his subjects 5 and as a token of their
respect tor his memory the inhabitants of Dehly,
by common consent, wore black tor three days. ©

" After this the nobles t, having assembled, con-
sented to elevate Moobarik, the son of Khizr Khan,
to the throne.

A H.K2E
A. D. 1§21,

o It ix worthy of remark, that the Mahomedans sssume
blach garments as the garb of gret,

+ The circumstance of Kluzr Khan not having sssumed the
title of King, and the tact of the nobles assembling to elect his
son Moobarik to the throne, at once bespeak the power to
which aristocracy had attained over despotism, and proves by
liow pn-carinun’ a tenour the prince held ns throne.
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Succeeds his father. — Insurrection in Punjab suppressed. —
The minister appointed governor. — Survur-ool-Moolk created
vizier. — New insurrection in Punjab. — The King of Malwa
declares war against Dehly, and lays siege to Gualiar — is
compelled to retreat. — Insurrection in Mewat suppressed. —
The King proceeds to Byana. — The King of Joonpoor makes
war with the ruler of Kalpy. — The latter is assisted by the
King of Dehly. — The rulers of Byana, Mewat, and Surhind,
in open rebellion against the Dehly government.— Byana and
Mewat reduced to obedience. — The ruler of Surhind invites
the Moguls from Kabul to aid him.— The King of Dehly
retires from Surhind to Dehly. — The Moguls are attacked,
and totally rouled. — Revolt in Punjab. — The King's go-
vernor taken prisoner. — The King proceeds in person, and
recovers Punjab. — Appoints a new governor.— Lahore taken
by the Moguls and Gukkurs. — Mullik Sikundur appointed
generalissimo — expels the Moguls and Gukkurs, and returns
to court. — The King becomes jealous of his minister. — The
latter, apprehensive of the King, causes him to be assassinated.

W ey Khize Khan perceived, from the nature of
his disorder, all hopes of recovery were at an end,
he nominated his eldest son to succeed him.
Accordingly, three days after his death, Moobarik
ascended the throne, and assumed the title of
Moiz-ood-Deen, Abool Futteh Moobarik. He
raised his cousin, Mullik Budr, to high honours,
and nominated Mullik Rujub to the government
of Depalpoor and Punjab.

VOL. I. LL
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A nn. 604, In the month of Jumad-ool-Awul he

May, received advices that Jusrut, the brother
Ao 1421 of Sheikha Gukkur, (who had the pre-
ceding vear deteated and made captive Ally Shah,
King of' Kashmeer®, on his return from an expedi-
tion against Tutta,) presuming on his success,
had come to the resolution to attempt the throne
of' Dehly.  For this purpose Jusrut Gukkur invited
Mullik Toghan, who had fled to the mountains, to
Join him, and he appointed him Ameer-ool-Omra,
or general-in-chiet ot his troops.  Their first oper-
ations were directed against Punjab ; and having
scized Lahore, they secured the person of Zeeruk
Khan, governor ot Jalendur, which they also took,
and subsequently besieged Islam Khan in the fort
of Surhind.

Svud Moobarik, in spite of' the rainy scason,
which was then at its height, marched from Dehly;
but on his approaching Surhind he found Jusrut
Gukkur had raised the siege and retreated to
Lodhana.  Here Zeeruk Khan contrived to effect
his escape, and joined the King. ‘The Dehly army
now advanced towards Lodhana, where they per-
ceived Jusrut Gukhur encamped on the opposite
bank.  He had sccured all the boats on the niver,
a circumstancee which obliged the King to halt at
shusal 11, Nubboolpoor till the stream  became
vonescg tordable. On the Tith of Shuval, Mul.
October So ik Sihundur i the Vizier), Zeeruh Khan,
Ve Sz fahmood ll]lu'uﬂ. Mullik Kaloo, and

® The hings of Kashmeer are the only Mahomedan monarche
of Trdie who are unconncetod with the Dehly cmpire : thew
histury torms a separate chapter in this work.
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other chiefs, forded the river; and the King him.
self' following with the main body of the army,
Jusrut Gukkur and his troops were thrown into
confusion, and eventually put to flight. The
King’s forces pursued the enemy closely, slaying
vast numbers, and capturing all their baggage.
After this defeat, Jusrut, having crossed the
Chunab, took refuge in the mountains, and Ray
Bheem, Raja of Jummoo, directing the King’s army
to Beesul, a strong fort into which Jusrut Gukhur
had thrown himself, the latter again fled ; but his
tollowers were pursued with great slaughter. Mean-
Moh while, in the month of Mohurrum,
ohurrum, X X
a.u.825.  A.H. 825, the King, having marched to
January,  Lahore, ordered the ruined palaces and
A-D- 1422 fortifications to be repaired, and ap-
pointing Mahmood Hussun governor, returned to
Dehly. He had scarcely reached his capital when
Jusrut, collecting his scattered forces, took the
ficld again, and invested Lahore for five months;
but failing in his attempt, he raised the siege, re-
tired to Kallanore, and attacked Ray Bheem, Raja
of Jummoo, for having betrayed his retreat to the
King. On this occasion, Jusrut Gukkur, being
unsuccessful, retired to the banks of the Beea, in
order to refresh and to recruit his army. Mean-
while, Mullik Sikundur, the Vizier, having been
sent to reinforce Lahore, was joined by Mullik
Rujub, governor of Depalpoor, and by Islam
Khan, governor of Surhind. With these troops
the Vizier marched against Jusrut, and compelled
him to recross the Ravy and Chunab, and to take
shelter again among the mountains. The Vizier
LL 2
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marched along the Ravy to Kallanore ; and being
joined on the trontiers of Jummoo by Ray Bheem,
that Prince acted as guide to the Dehly troops, so
that many of the Gukkurs, who were concealed,
were discovered, and put to the sword ; after which
the Vizier returned to Lahore.

These successes induced the King to appoint
the Vizier, Mullik Sikundur Tobhta, viceroy of
Lahore, and to recall Mahmood Hussun. In the

_year 826, the King deprived Mullik
: : ls ‘;‘,.3’2 Sikundur ot the oftice of vizier, and con-
ferred it on Survur-ool-Moolk, whom
he sent with an army against the Hindoos of
Kutehr, in order to compel them to pay the usual
tribute. The King, at this time, effected an ac-
commodation with Mohabut Khan, governor of
Budaocon, and intrusted him with a commission
against the tribe of Rahtore Rajpoots, whose
country was plundered, and some of whom were
made prisoners.  The Raja of Etawa, alarmed at
these measures, withdrew suddenly from the royal
camp.  Moobarik pursued, and besieged the Raja
in Etawa; but at length terms were concluded with
him, and the Raja’s son was delivered as a hostage
for his father’s tfuture good conduct into the King’s
hands, atter which he returned to Dehly.

Mahmood IHussun, about this time, was ap-
pointed Bukhshy ot” the forces, which office im
those davs was styvled Arizy.  Jusrut Gukkur, un-
subdued by his mistortunes, again appeared in the
ticld ; and having deteated and slain Ray Bheem
ot Jummoo, raised an army of nearly 12,000 Guk-
hurs with which he again made war on the kingdom
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of Dehly. He ravaged the countries of Lahore

and Depalpoor, and acquired consider-
41827 able booty : Mullik Sikundur Tohfa, the .

governor, advanced against him; but
rather than risk a battle, Jusrut retired with his
spoils to the hills, where he continued to recruit
his army for another campaign. Meanwhile Jus-
rut Gukkur formed an alliance with Ameer Sheikh
Ally, a Mogul chieftain in the service of Sharokh
Mirza, governor of Kabul; and prevailed on him
to make an incursion into the territories of Seestan,
Bhukkur, and Tatta, by way of creating a diver-
sion, in order that, by drawing off the King’s forces
from the capital, for the defence of Sind, his own
views on Dehly might be facilitated. Mullik
Alla-ool-Moolk, governor of Mooltan, dying about
the same time that the news ot Ameer Sheikh
Ally’s incursion was received, the King detached
Mullik Mahmood Hussun with the army to Mool-
tan. Sooltan Hooshung, King of Malwa, also in
the same year invested Gualiar, so that the King
was obliged to send all his troops to his frontiers.
The King marched in person into Malwa, levying
contributions, on his route, from Ameer Khan, the
son of Wahid Khan, governor of Byana.

Sooltan Hooshung of Malwa secured the usual
fords of the Chumbul; but the King, having dis-
covered others, crossed the river, and attacking
Sooltan Hooshung in his camp, defeated his army,
took many prisoners, and a part of his baggage.
The prisoners, being chiefly Mahomedans, were
released ; and Sooltan Hooshung, thinking it ad-
visable to compound matters by paying a sum of

LL 3
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money to the King of’ Dehly, was permitted to
withdraw without molestation towards Dhar. The
King of Dehly remained for some time in the
Rujub. vicinity of’ (il_mli:lr to levy antribut?onc
A e s27. upon the neighbouring Hindoo chiefs,
June, and returned in the month of Rujub,
A-D-TES. oo to his capital.

Next year the King moved towards Kutehr,
and was met by Nursing Ray, who
came to the banks of’ the Ganges to pay
his respects ; but as he had not settled
the revenues of his territory tor three years, he
wias detained in camp tor a few days, till his ac-
counts were adjusted, and then released.  The
King, having crossed the Ganges, reduced some
tactious tributary chiefs, and returned to Dehly ;
but not remaining there many davs, he marched
towards Mcewat, trom whence he expelled some in-
surgents, and ravaging their country, returned to
his capital ; when having permitted his officers to
retire to their estates with their troops, he aban-
doned himselt” to  dissipation.  The Mewatties,
rendered desperate by the King's conduct towards
them, took revenge on the neighbouring districts.
In the year 829, theretore, the King,
collecting troops, marched to punish
them.  On his approach, Julloo and
Kudroo®, the grandsons ot Bahadur Nahir Me-
watty, retreated to the hills of Alwur, and de-
tended the passes with much obstinaey 5 but being

A. H.8UK,
A. D, 1 F2E,

A Ho 8N,
LW [ § 3

cventually reduced to ereat distress, thev surren-
dered, and were imprisoned.

® These are Yamiliar ;|plu'".lllﬂl|~ for Julal and Kudt’ut, to
which the title of Khan was usually affixed.
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The repeated attacks on the Mewatties
did not render them peaceable. The
King, after a lapse of four months, was
again obliged to send troops against them, who
carried fire and sword through their whole country.
The King now proceeded as far as Byana, where
he found that Ameer Khan, the governor, was
dead; and that his brother Mahomed Khan, as-
suming independence, had shut himself up in the
town. The King laid siege to Byana for sixteen
days, but on the desertion of part of the garrison,
Mahomed Khan surrendered at discretion, and
with a rope about his neck was led into the royal
presence. The King delivered over the charge
of the city to Mokbil Khan, and sent Mahomed
Khan and his family to Dehly. After which,
making Mullik Kheir-ood-Deen Tohfa governor of
Seekry (known now by the name of Futtehpoor),
the King marched to Gualiar, and received the
tribute from the Raja. At this time Mullik Mah-
mood Hussun was recalled from Mooltan, and
placed in charge of Hissar Feroza, while Mullik
Rujub Nadiry succeeded to the charge of Mooltan.

Mecanwhile Mahomed Khan of Byana effected his
escape with his family to Mewat, and collecting a
considerable force, recovered the city of Byana, in
the absence of the King’s governor, Mokbil Khan,
who had gone on an expedition to Mahawun.
Mullik Moobariz was now appointed to Byana,
with orders to expel Mahomed Khan. The latter
retiring into the fort, Mullik Moobariz took pos-
session of the country, but after a few days’ siege,
Mahomed Khan, intrusting the defence of the

LL 4%

A. H. 830.
A. D. 1426.
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place to some trusty followers, escaped, and joined
Ibrahim Shah Shurky of' Joonpoor, who was then ad-
vancing with an army against Kalpy.

Kadir Khan, the ruler of Kalpy, on this oc-
casion, sent expresses to Dehly for succours, and
the King took the ficld in person. On reaching
Atraoly, he detached Mullik Mahmood Hussun,
with 10,000 horse, to intercept Mokhlis Khan, the
brother of Ibrahim Shah Shurky, who was on his
march to reduce Ltawa. This detachment, en-
countering Mokhlis Khan, compelled him to tall
back on his brother, and Mullik Mahmood Hussun
rejoined the Dehly army.  Ibrahim Shah Shurky,
meanwhile, advanced along the banks of the Kaly-
Nye® to Boorhanabad, trom thence to the village
of Rabery, while the King, Moobarik, moved by
Atraoly to Malykota. The two armies marched
parallel to cach other till they arrived on the
banks of the river.  The King of Dehly, having
crossed the Jumna near Chundwara, encamped
within ten miles of the enemy.  Both armies re-
mained in their trenches for the space ol 22 days,
during which time slight shirmishes only took
place.  Ibrahim Shah Shurky, however, upon the
Jumad-ons.  7th ot Jumad-oos-Sany, marched out

Sany 7. of his camp, and offered battle.  The

March 21 King of' Dehly declined exposing his
own person, but put his troops under the com-
mand ot his vizier, Survur-ool-Moolk, who, with
Svad Salim, Svud-oos-Sadat, was directed to en-
gage the enemy.  The action commenced with
weat tury at noon, and night only parted the

* Caly-Nudee of Arrowsmith.
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combatants, both armies retiring to their respective
~ encampments. Ibrahim Shah, however, march-
ing off on the next morning towards Joonpoor,
left Moobarik to claim the victory. The lat-
ter, satisfied with this nominal advantage, moved
towards Gualiar, having crossed the Chumbul at
Hulkant. After receiving the usual tribute, he
moved in the direction of Byana, into which place
Mahomed Khan Ahdy had again thrown himself
after the battle. On this occasion, Mahomed
Khan made a brave defence, but was obliged to
capitulate, and had leave to go whithersoever he
chose. Mullik Mahmood Hussun was left in the
Shaban 15, government of Byana, and, on the 15th
a.u.831. of Shaban, 831, Moobarik returned to
May 29. Dehly. He there seized Mullik Kudroo
A-p. 1427 Mewatty, who had joined Ibrahim Shah
Shurky in the late war, and ordered him to be put
to death, and Mullik Survur-ool-Moolk was sent
to occupy Mewat ; but the inhabitants, deserting
the towns, fled to the mountains. Julal * Khan
Mewatty, the brother of Mullik Kudroo, together
with Ahmud Khan, and Mullik Fukhr-ood-Deen
collected a force within the fort of Alwur, and
defended it so bravely, that Mullik Survur-ool-
Moolk was content to receive a contribution from
them, and to return to Dehly.

Zeck In the month of Zeekad, the King
eekad. . . |
a.i.831. received advices, that Jusrut Gukkur

Sept. had besieged Kallanore, and had, more.
A.D. 1427.

over, defecated Mullik Sikundur in the
field, and compelled him to fall back on Lahore.

* Vide note, page 518.
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Orders were accordingly sent to Zeeruk Khan,
governor of Samana, and to Islam Khan, governor
of Surhind, to reintorce Mullik Sikundur; but
before their arrival, the latter had obtained assist.
ance from the Raja of” Kallanore, and not only de-
feated Jusrut Gukkur in turn, but deprived him of
all the plunder he had acquired in that province.
Mohurram, 10 the month of Mohurrum, in the
aontse.  year 832, the King marched to Mewat,

Feb. and entirely subdued that country, ob-
A-b-TE ivinge the inhabitants to pay him
tribute.  Advices at this time reached Dehly of
the death of Mullik Rujub Nadiry, governor of
Mooltan, when the title of Imad-ool-Moolk was
conferred on Mullik Mahmood Hussun (who had
settled the affairs of Byana), and he was nominated
to the government of Mooltan.  ‘The King, in the
following vear, proceeded towards Gualiar, on the
route to which place he required the payment of
tribute trom the Raja of” Hulkant, who, unable to
satistv the demand, led to the mountains,
while his country was laid waste, and his
subjects  carried off as prisoners and
slaves to Dehly. “The King then led his army
towards Rabery, and having wrested that country
from the son of Hoossein Khan Mewatty, gave it
over in charge to Mullik Humza.  Syud Salim
dyingr on the march back to Dehly, his eldest son
received the title of Svnd Khan, and the youngest
that ot Nhoojaa-ool- \lun”\ l'll_\ were allowed
also to retain the wealth their father had collected
during 30 vears of power, amounting to a sum
supposed to be equal to the private cotfers of” the

AN N3Y,
A.bo 2,
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King himself, and which, according to the custom
of Hindoostan, might have become the property of
the crown. These indulgences, however, did not
secure the fidelity of the sons of Syud Salim, who
sent one Folad, a Toorky slave, to Surhind, to stir
up an insurrection, privately, in their name. They
had formed hopes, it seems, that they might be
sent with a force to suppress the rebellion, and
thus have an opportunity to join the insurgents;
but the plot being discovered, both these chiefs.
were imprisoned, and Mullik Yoosoof and Ray
Hubboo were sent to Surhind, to resume thelr
estates, and to suppress the disturbances.

Folad, entering into negotiation with the Dehly
chiefs, lulled them into security, and sallying one
night from his fort, attempted to surprise their
camp. He was so warmly received by the King’s
troops, that the attack altogether failed ; but this
circumstance did not deter Folad from making an-
other attack on the following night, supported by a
heavy fire from the works ; on which occasion, the
Dehly troops fled panic-struck, leaving their camp
standing.  On receiving intimation of' this disaster,
the King marched from Dehly in person. The
rebel daily gathered strength; and the King was
induced to direct Imad-ool-Moolk from Mooltan,

and several other governors, to procced
e ?Z‘Zq to Surhind. The reinforcements having

joined, the King remained on the Soor.
sutty river, and detached the greatest part of his
army to invest the fort of Surhind. The rebel
Folad now sent a message to the King, saying,
that if Imad-ool-Moolk were sent to him, with a
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promise of pardon, he would deliver up the place.
This measure was acceded to on the King’s part ;
and Folad having met Imad-ool-Moolk without
the gate was assured of the King’s pardon, and
promised, on his part, to surrender the fort of
Surhind on the next dayv.  One of Imad.-ool.
Moolk’s attendants, being acquainted with Folad,
hinted to him privately, that though Imad-ool-
Moolk was a man ¢t honour, and would certainly
adhere to his promise, yet the King might not be
so scrupulous. LFolad’s suspicions were raised,
and having abundance both of money and sup-
plies in the place, he determined to hold out to
the last.

The King, finding the reduction of the place
would occupy time, and thinking so large an army
unnecessary tor the sicge, permitted Imad-ool-
Moolk to return to his government of Mooltan;
and leaving Islam Khan Lody, Kaly Khan, and Ray
Feroze, with some Amceer Judeeda, to conduct the
sivgre, the King retired to Dehly. Folad held out six
months: he was greatly distressed ; and saw no means
of extricating  himselt” but by an alliance with
Ameer Sheikh Ally, governor of Kabul, on the part
ot Sharokly Mirza.  He accordingly despatched

messengers to him, soliciting his assist-
A HL S, ,ye .. R
a1y, ance. The King had taken no pains to

heep on good terms with the neighbour-
ing Mogul, who was induced to quit Kabul to aid
Folad.  He was joined by the Gukhurs on crossing
the Beea, and ravaged the country ot those chiefs
who held estates in the Panjab, and who were con.
ducting the sicge of Surhind. Ameer Sheikh Ally
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advanced to Surhind, and compelled the royal army
to decamp. Folad remunerated his ally with a sum
equal to two laks of tunkas, and made him presents
besides. He also placed in his bhands his family,
and by strengthening the fortifications of Surhind,
and laying in provisions and ammunition, prepared
for another siege. Ameer Sheikh Ally, recrossing
the Sutlooj, committed vast depredations in the
Punjab, realising by plunder one hundred-fold be-
yond the value of what he had received from
IFolad. On reaching Lahore, he imposed a con-
tribution of one year’s revenue on Mullik Sikun-
dur Tohfa. From Lahore he proceeded towards
Depalpoor, desolating that country also; inso-
much that 40,000 Hindoos were computed to have
been massacred, besides a great number carried
away prisoners. Imad-ool-Moolk, the governor,
posted himself in ambush to surprise Ameer Sheikh
Ally at Toolumba, but he avoided the ambuscade
by going to Khuteebpoor : meanwhile Imad-ool-
Moolk received the King’s orders to return, for
the protection of Mooltan. This movement en-
couraged the enemy to march along the Ravy, and
to lay waste the country to within two coss of the
city of Mooltan; where Ameer Sheikh Ally de-
feated Imad-ool-Moolk, who endeavoured to arrest
his progress. I'rom thence the Moguls advanced
to Khyrabad, within six miles of Mooltan, and on
Rumzan 4. the next day, being the 4th of Rumzan,
a.u. 833, made an unsuccessful assault on the
May 29. place ; but they continued the siege,
A2 1430 and committed daily depredations, put-
ting all whom they met to the sword.
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The King, informed of these transactions, sent
Futteh Khan, son of Moozutfur Khan Guzeratty,
with other nobles of distinction, to reinforce Imad-
ool-Moolk, on which he marched out, and offered
battle to Ameer Sheikh Ally. A sanguinary en-
garement ensued, in the commencement ot” which
the Moguls gained some advantage ; but after the
death of Futteh Khan of Guzerat, the King’s
troops, inspired with revenge, fought more despe-
rately, and gained the victory.  Ameer Sheikh
Ally was totally deteated ; and having lost all his
plundcr, escaped with a few attendants only to Ka-
bul; his whole army being cither killed or drowned
in the Jheelum in their attempt to escape.  Imad-
ool-Moolk pursued the fugitives to Shewur, and
returned to Mooltan, while the nobles who had
come to his aid repaired, by the King's orders, to
Dehly.  Noon atter this event, the King becoming
Jealous of the popularity of” Imad-ool-Moolk at
Mooltan, recalled him to court.  Jusrut Gukkur
taking advantage ot his absencee, crossed the Jhee-
lum, the Ravy, and the Beea; and attacked Mul-
ik Nikundur Tohta near Jalendur, whom he de-
teated and made prisoner, together with all his
treasure and baggaee,  Jusrut Gukkur now ad-
vanced and laid siege to Lahore.  Ameer Sheikh
Ally was also instigated by Jusrut to make another
incursion into Mooltan, and  having taken Too.
lumba by capitulation, he broke his pledge, plun-
dered the place, and put to death all the men able
to bear arms;  he also bhumed the town, and car.
ricd the wives and children of the inhabitants into
captivity,
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Folad of Surhind, taking advantage of these
_events, marched out of his fort, and invading the
country of Ray Feroze, defeated and slew him.

On the 1st of Jumad-ool-Awul, 835,
Jumadool- 4}. King, therefore, took the route of
A.u.835. Lahore. Mullik-Survur-ool-Moolk was

Jan. 8. a second time appointed governor, and
A-D- 1432 received the command of the advance
guard of his army. The Vizier arriving at Sa-
mana, Jusrut raised the siege of Lahore, and re-
treated to the hills : Ameer Sheikh Ally fell back
on Kabul; and Folad again shut bhimself up in
Surhind. The King deprived the Vizier of the
government of Lahore a second time, and nomi-
nated Noosrut Khan Goorgandaz * to the office,
himself encamping near Paniput, on the banks of
the Jumna. From hence he sent Imad-ool-Moolk,
with a part of the army, to suppress some insur-
rections about Gualiar, while the Vizier, Survur-
ool-Moolk, being left to besiege Surhind, the King
returned to Debly.

[n the month of Zeehuj Jusrut Guk-
kur advanced again to Lahore; and
having commenced hostilities against
Noosrut Khan, the King was induced, in the year

836, to march from Dehly as far as Sa-
A-1-83C mana. Intelligence was brought to him
at that place of the death of his mother,
Mukdooma Jehan, when he immediately returned
with a few attendants to the capital, and after per-

Zechuj.
August.

* This epithet was given to this chief, probably, from his
having personally got the better of a wolf.
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forming the funeral obscequies rejoined his army.,
After his arrival in the camp he suddenly marched
towards Mewat, conterring the government of La-
hore upon Mullik Alla-dad-Lody, who promised to
expel Jusrut.  The Gukkur chiet'on hearing of the
King’s return, and being joined by a large body of
his tribe, was enabled to deteat Alla-dad-Lody betore
he reached Lahore.

The King having received the news of this dis-
aster, and also that Ameer Sheikh Ally was coming
towards Surhind, again took the route of Punjab,
sending betore him  Imad-ool-Moolk to reinforce
the army besieging Surhind.  On the approach
of’ Imad-ool-Moolk, Ameer Sheikh Ally, who had
formerly sustained a deteat from him, laid aside his
intentions of coming to Nurhind, and retreated by
torced marches towards Lahore, which he sur-
prised.  Hearing, however, the King had
reached Toolumba, Ameer Sheikh Ally
lett a garrison of 2000 men in Lahore,
and retreated to Kabul, ravaging the country on
his route, and leaving his nephew Moozuffur Khan
in the tort of Shewur, Mullik Sikundur Tohta, who
had procured his release out of the hands ot Jusrut
Gukkur, by the pavment of a large sum of” money,
was reimstated by the King in the governmment of
Lahore, Depalpoor, and Jalendur ; upon which he
advanced and Laid siege to Lahore, which surren.
dered by capitulation, and the garrison was per-
mitted to retire to Kabul, T'he King now crossed
the Ravy near Toolumuba, and invested Shewuar.
Muzuttur Khan detended the place for a whole

AL H. N6,
ALl el
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month ; but being hard pressed, he capitulated, and,
moreover, gave his daughter to the King, and paid
a large ransom for his liberty. The Kingleft a part
of his army at Depalpoor, and with a select body
proceeded in person to Mooltan, where he visited
the tombs of the saints. From thence he returned
in a few days to his camp. At this time he divested
Mullik Sikundur Tohfa of the government of La-
hore, and giving it to Imad-ool-Moolk, returned to
Dehly. Being jealous of the power of the Vizier,
Mullik Survur-ool-Moolk, the King united Kaly
. Khan with him in the office of vizier, and the latter
being a man of superior abilities, soon gained the
favouir of his sovereign and the good will of the
people. '
Mullik Survur-ool-Moolk, dissatisfied with this
arrangement, gained over Sudanund, the son of
Gungoo Kutry, Meeran Sudr, deputy to the
chief secretary, Kazy Abd-oos-Sumud, and others,
who watched an opportunity for assassinating the
King. At this time, the King ordered a city
to be founded on the banks of the
R‘;‘;}’:‘;‘;’d' Jumna, and called it Moobarikabad,
a.u. 8%9. andmade an excursion towards Surhind, *
Oct. 10.  in order to take the diversion of the
A.0. 1435 chase. On the way, he received ad-
vice that Surhind was taken, and the head of
the rebel Folad was presented to him, after
which the King returned to the new city. Here
he gained intelligence that war bad broken out
between Ibrahim Shah Shurky and Sooltan Hoo-
shung of Malwa, whose armies were then near
Kalpy. This information promised to afford
VOL. I. MM



530 S8YUD MOOBARIK.

the King an opportunity ot expelling Ibrahim
Shah Shurky from his dominions; he accordingly
gave orders to collect his army, and caused his tents
to be pitched outside the city of Dehly. A few days
elapsed in the necessary organisation of his forces,
during which time the King continued to visit the
new works : he was, however, little apprehensive
of the event which soon after took place, never
having given offence to his nobility, except in
changing or removing them from their governmeuts
when they misbehaved.
Rujub 9. On the 9th of the month of Rujub,
A.n. 83y, in the vear 839, according to custom,
Jan. 28, he went to worship at a mosque lately
A- 0 THS hilt in the new city, with only a few
attendants.  On which occasion, Meeran Sudr,
and Kazy Abd-oos-Sumud, with a band of Hindoos
clothed in armour, entered the mosque; while
Sudanund, the son of Gungoo Kutry, with another
party of Hindoos, kept guard without, to prevent
prople from cither going in or coming out. Ak
though the King perceived the conspirators were
in armour, he took no immediate notice of them;
till at length Nidpal, one of' the Hindoos, drawing
his sword, rushed on him, and the rest following
his example, they basely murdered this worthy and
excellent Prince. Meeran Sudr, instantly quitting
the spot, repaired to the house of the Vizier, and
acquainted him, according to agrecment, with what
had happened; and Survur-ool-Moolk, who had
previously arranged matters with Mahomed, one of
the grandsons ot Khizr Khan, raised that Prince
to the throne.



SYUD MOOBARIK. 581

Syud Moobarik reigned 13 years, three months,
and 16 days. He was esteemed a man of good
talents, and on most occasions just and benevolent.
His temper was so equal, that it is notorious he
never spoke in anger to any person during his life,
The Towareekh Moobarik Shahy was written to
commemorate the events of his reign. :
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The King’s son, is raised to the throne by the minister.— The
King's murderers are created governors of provinces. — Dus-
affection of the officers. — Insurrectivn in Sumbhul. — Kaly
Khan sent to suppress it — he joins the insurgents, and
marches to the capital. — The minister is slain. — Kaly Khen
minister. — The murderers of the late King pumished. —
Rebellion in Mooltan. — Bheilole Khan Lody sssumes inde-
pendence in Lahore. — Defeats the King's troops sent ageinst
him. — Insurrection in all quarters. — The King of Joompoor
seizes sume of the King's dustricts. — The King of Malwa
leads an army against Dehly. — Bheilole Khan Lody is called
in to assist the King.— The Malwa army retreats. — Dis-
agreement between the King and Bheilole Lody — the latter
quits the court — returns and besieges Dehly for six months. —
The King falls sick — his death.

Accorpixe to the practice of the universe, which
cannot subsist without order; on the same day
which gave to Moobarik his death-wound, his soa,
the Prince- Mahomed, was scated on the throne.
The ungratetul assassin, Survur-ool-Moolk, vizier,
received the title of Khan Jehan; and having
sccured the King’s treasure, the regalia, and
other effects, he dismissed all the old ministers
from office, and appointed new ones, more suited
to his views,

Kaly Khan, the deputy-vizier, and
other chiets in the camp, called a coun.
cil, on hearing ot the King's death, and

Al N34,
A 1SS,
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resolved, rather than incur the horrors of civil war,
for the present to submit to the new King, and to.
wait for a more favourable opportunity of taking:
revenge on the conspiraters; so they accordingly
came into the city, and paid their respects to Syud-
Mahomed. The first preferment which was made,
in order to promote the Vizier’s views, was the
elevation of the Hindoo conspirators. * Sudanund
and Sidpal were raised to the government of
Byana, Amroha, Narnoul, and Kohram, and other
pergunas in the Dooab. Meeran Sudr was dig-.
nified with the title of Moyin-ool-Moolk, and re-.
ceived a considerable jagier. The son of Syud
Salim was ennobled by the title of Khan-Azim
Syeed Khan, and the government of several dis-
tricts was assigned to him ; while the officers of":
the late King were persecuted, and some even lost
their lives under false pretences.

Ruiub 12 One Ranoo, a slave of the Vizier, be-

jub 12, .
A.1.839. ing nominated collector of the revenues
Jan.31.  of Byana, endeavoured to obtain pos-
A.0. 1435 seqsion of the fort, but Yoosoof Khan
Lody opposed, and slew him. At the same time,
also, some of the nobles of the late reign, who had
served under Khizr Khan, perceived a design to
deprive them of their jageers; and the following
chiefs, Mullik Joomun, governor of Budaoong;
Mullik Alla-dad Lody, governor of Sumbhul;
Meer Ally Goozeratty, and Ameer Khan Toork,
combined, and went into open rebellion.. Mullik
Survur-ool-Moolk, deceived by the behaviour of
his deputy, Kaly Khan, intrusted him with the
MM3
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command of the army to suppress the revolt, and
Syeed Khan, Sudanund, and the Vizier’s son, Yoo-
soof-Khan, went along with him. On arriving at
the village of’ Birrun, Kaly Khan, who had resolved
to take revenge on Sudanund, and Yoosoof Khan,
for the murder of the King, informed Mullik Alla-
dad-Lody of his intention.  The latter, theretore,
made no movement to oppose the royalists. Kaly
Khan’s design, however, became known to the
Vizier, who sent Mullik Hooshyar, one of" his own
slaves, with an additional force, as if to reinforce
Kaly Khan, but in reality with secret instructions
to watch his motions. Kaly Khan, how-
:: :: ?;(_;5 ever, united his forces with those of
Mullik Alla-dad-Lody previously to the
arrival of Mullik Hooshyar, who was in conse.
quence deterred from approaching, and Yoosoof
Khan and Sudanund fled to Dehly.
R‘;"::i"l‘“l?o' Kaly Khan, together with the malcon.
AP tents, now marched to Dehly, which
they reached on the last day of Rumzan.

In this dilemma, the Vizier, Survur-ool-Moolk,
took post in the citadel ot Siry, whercin he stood a
sicgre for three months § but the party of Kaly Khan
daily gaining new partisans, the Vizier was reduced
to the last distress.  The King also perceiving
that his own affairs would be ruined it he adhered to
the Vizier, opened negotiations with the besiegers,
and only waited an opportunity ecither of making
his escape, or of cutting off his minister. The
Vizier, discovered the plot, and determined to an-
ticipate the King's intentions; accordingly, oa
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the 8th of Mohurrum, Survur-ool-Molk,

-Lkl::w& aided by the sons of Meeran Sudr, and
July2s. some of his followers, broke into the
4.0.1436.  royal apartments with drawn swords, in
order to put the King to death. The latter, hav-
ing intimation of their design, placed a guard in
readiness to counteract their project, which, on
a concerted signal, rushed out on the conspira-
tors, who took to flight. The Vizier, Survur-
ool-Moolk, was cut to pieces as he was passing the
door; and the sons of Meeran Sudr, with the rest
of the assassing, being afterwards taken, were
also slain, while Mullik Hooshyar, and Mullik
Moobarik, who were concerned in the plot, were
publicly executed. The Kutries, and other ad-
herents of the Vizier, apprehensive of the King’s
vengeance, rose in arms, and compelled him to de-
fend the palace. Thus situated, he caused the
Bagdad gate to be thrown open to the besiegers,
who, rushing in, committed a dreadful slaughter on
the rebels, till they were entirely subdued ; while
such as were taken alive were bound hands and feet
and sacrificed at the tomb of the late Syud Mooba.
rik. Kaly Khan and the other chiefs took the oath
of allegiance on the next day, a second time, to
Syud Mahomed, when the office of vizier was con-
ferred on Kaly Khan, with the title of Kumal
Khan ; and Mullik Joomun, receiving the title of
Ghazy Mullik, was gratified with a jageer. Mullik
Alla-dad-Lody refused a title for himself, but
begged that that of Duria Khan might be conferred
on his brother; and the rest of the nobles were
confirmed in their several offices. Peace being

MM 4
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restored at Dehly, the King, by the advice of his
counsellors, made a campaign towards Mooltan,
and encamping near Moobarikabad, gave orders
to collect his army from all the neighbouring pro-
vinces. Many of the chiefs being intimidated,
delayed to repair to head-quarters, till Imad-ool-
Moolk, arriving from Mooltan, aided by his power
and influence the royal authority, and shortly
after the other provincial governors joined the
camp, and were honoured with dresses, and other
marks of tavour. The King now proceeded to-
wards Mooltan; and marching for some time at the
head of his troops, visited the tombs of the saints
at Ajoodhun, and returned to his capital.

In the same year (A. H. 810) the King marched
towards Samana, and detached a portion of the
army against Jusrut Gukkur, whose country was
given over to plunder, after which the King returned
toDehly.  There he abandoned himself'to pleasure,
and totally neglected the athiirs ot his government.
This conduct soon affected the administration of
atlairs, discontent pervaded every quarter, and an
insurrection  broke out in Mooltan among the
Atghans, called Lunga. At this time, also, Bhei-
lole Lady, who after the death of his uncle,
Islam Khan Lody, had usurped the govern-
ment of Surhind, took possession of Lahore,
Depalpoor, and all the country as far south as
“aniput.  The King recciving intelligence of
these events, sent his whole army against Bhei-
lole, who was driven into the hills, and many
chicts of” distinction tell in their retreat.  Bhes-
lole Lody, however, recruiting his army after
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the royal forces had withdrawn, retook posses-
.sion of the countries from whence he had been
expelled. The King, on this occasion, sent
Hissam Khan, the Vizier's deputy, against him;
but he was defeated, and compelled to retreat tor
Dehly; on which Bheilole Lody wrote to the
King, that if he would put Hissam Khan to death,
who by his intrigues had been the cause of his
rebellion, he would lay down his arms.. .

The King was so weak as to listen to this
arrogant proposal, and accordingly gave orders
for the death of Hissam Khan. He also deprived ,
Kumal-ool-Moolk of the office of vizier, and con-
ferring it on Humeed Khan, appointed a deputy
with the title of Hissam Khan. The governors of
the provinces, perceiving the King’s imbecile con-
duct, predicted his downfall, and endeavoured to
secure their own independence. The farmers
and zemindars, foreseeing the convulsions that
were likely to ensue, witbheld the revenues, in
hopes of retaining them in the general confusion.
This state of affairs was favourable for the en-
croachments of the neighbouring princes; and Ibra-
him Shah Shurky accordingly seized on severalk
districts adjoining to his dominions, while Sooltan.
Mahmood Khiljy, King of Malwa, making an
attempt on Dehly, in the year 844, ad-
vanced within two coss of the city. Syud
Mahomed, panic-struck, sent an em~
bassy to Bheilole Lody, entreating his assistances
and he accordingly marched to the capital with
20,000 horsemen arrayed in armour. Though the:
King’s army was greatly superior to the enemy,:

A. H. 844
A. D. 1440.
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he refused to take the field ; but giving over the
charge of it to his officers, himself remained in the
palace.

Sooltan Mahmood Khiljy, on understanding that
the King of Dehly was not present with his army,
thought his absence was intended as an affront, and
in order to resent it he gave the command of his own
troops to his sons Ghceias-ood-1)een, and Kuddur
Khan. The armies of Dchly and Malwa having
engaged, the troops of the former gave way, leav-
ing Bheilole Khan Lody’s division alone to dispute
the field, which he maintained with determined
resolution, till the fugitives, ashamed of their con-
duct, returned to the action. Night, however,
coming on, the victory remained undecided. Itis
stated that Sooltan Mahmood Khiljy was alarmed
by a dream on that night, and hearing on the
following morning that Ahmud Shah Guzeratty
was advancing against Mando, became desirous
of concluding a peace, though shame prevented
him trom making the first overtures. At the same
time, Svud Mahomed, with less reason, and con-
trary to the advice of' his ministers, gave himself
up to tear, and sent ambassadors with presents to
his rival proposing terms.

Sooltan  Mahmood Khiljy, overjoyed at these
overtures, hastened the accommadation, and quit-
ting Dehly left the field.  Bheilole Lody, whose
contempt for his sovereign was now complete,
boldly aspired to the throne, and marching
out of the city with his own troops in pur-
suit of Nooltan Mahmood of Malwa, attacked
and defeated him, and took all his baggage ;
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for which service Syud Mahomed, unsuspicious
of his designs, conferred on him the title of Khan
Jehan, and even adopted him as his son.
In the year 845, the King marched
A-m 5. to Samana, and confirming Bheilole
Lody in the government of Lahore and
Depalpoor, which he had usurped, authorised him®
to attack Jusrut Gukkur. These substantial marks
of the King’s favour strengthened the hands of
Bheilole, who baving added considerably to his
army by numerous bodies of Afghans, instead of
attacking Jusrut Gukkur, gained him overto his
views, and seized several of the King’s districts.
At length, marching his army against Dehly, he .
besieged it for some months, but for the present
was obliged to abandon his enterprise. - T
The King’s power decaying rapidly, the zemin-;
dars of Byana placed themselves under the goe.
vernment of Sooltan Mahmood Khiljy of Malwa ;
and Syud Mahomed falling sick, he.
"3 145 died a natural death in the year 849,
leaving behind him the character of a
weak and dissolute prince. He reigned 12 years-
and some months ; and his son Alla-ood-Deen suc-
ceeded him on the throne.
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The son of the late King, ascends the thrume — proceeds to reduce
Byana — retreats te Deily — falls into contempt. — Interest-
ing account of the Mahomedan rvule in India. — The terrs-
torial limits of each principality described. — The King re-
moves his court to Budanon — attempls to put his minsster to
death. — The latter flies to Dehly, and invites Bhedole Lody
to accupy it.— Bhedole arrives — deceives the King as to his
motive — is adopted by the King as ki heir — Alla-ood-Deen
abdicates his throne — and is cuntent to live at Budaoon.

Airs-000-DegyN, the son of Syud Mahomed,
ascended the throne on the demise of his father,
and all the chieftains, excepting Bheilole Lody,
took the oath of allegiance.  T'he new King, how-
cver, was in no condition to resent this mark of con-
tempt;; buthaving collectedan army in the beginning
of the vear 850, he marched to recover
A r;":b Byana.  While on his route, he received
advices that Ibrahim Shah Shurky was
advancing towards Dehly, which, though false,
brought the King back to his capital. Humeed
Khan, the Vizier, ventured to remonstrate on his
acting on so vague a report 5 but the observation
brought upon the Vizier the displeasure of his
master.
This step at once proved fatal to the King's re-
putation ; and the meanest of the people did not
hesitate to say publicly, that he was a weaker
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man than his father. On the following
A 08L.  year he marched to Budacon, where he

remained some time employed in laying
out gardens, building pleasure houses, and mak-
ing entertainments. Fancying the air of Buda-
oon agreed better with his health, he expressed
an inclination to make that city his residence,
from which the Vizier endeavoured in vain to
divert him. :

Hindoostan was, at this period, divided. into
separate principalitiea. ~The Deccan, Guzerst,
Malwa, Joonpoor, and Bengal, had each its inde-
pendent king. Punjab, Depalpoor, and Surhind,
as far south as Paniput, formed the territory of
Bheilole Khan Lody; Mehrowly and the country
within seven coss of Dehly, as far as the Seray
Lado, was in the hands of Ahmud Khan Mewatty;
Sumbhul, even to the suburbs of Dehly, was occn-
pied by Duria Khan Lody; Kole Jalesur, in the
Dooab, by Eesa Khan Toork, and Rabery and its
dependencies by Kootub Khan Afghan ; Kampila
and Pattialy by Raja Purtab Sing, and Byana by
Dawood Khan Lody; so that the city of Dehly,
with a very small tract of country, alone belonged
to the King. * .

Bheilole Lody, about this time, made another
attempt upon_ the capital, but was not more suc-
cessful than before. The King, as soon as relieved
from this danger, began to consider of the means to

* This description of the territorial divisions is extremely
useful : besides these, Kandeish, Sind, and Mooltan had each
its separate Mahomedan king. :
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recover part of his lost empire, and held a con-
sultation with Kootub Khan, Eesa Khan, and
Purtab Ray. 'These chiefs, desirous to weaken
him still more, told him that the nobles were dis-
gusted with his vizier, Humeed Khan; and that
if he were removed from office, and imprisoned,
they were ready to support him, and did not doubt
that the affairs of his government would assume
a more favourable aspect. Syud Alla-ood-Deen,
becoming the dupe of those traitors, imprisoned and
disgraced the minister, and immediately ordered
preparations for removing the court to Budaoon ;
from which not all the remonstrances of his best
friends could restrain him, though they represented,
in a strong light, how impolitic it was, at such a
juncture, to quit Dehly.
3 Alla-ood-Deen, accordingly, in the
: 'l: Tiis year 852, marched to Budaoon, leaving
Hissam Khan in the government of
Dehly.  'When he arrived at his new capital, Koo-
tub Khan and Purtab Ray, waiting on the King,
represented that as long as the Vizier was alive,
the chiets could not be induced to trust themselves
at court. The King was thus prevailed on to order
the Vizier's death ; but the Vizier’s brother, having
discovered his intention, found means, with the
assistance of some of his friends, to release Hu-
meed Khan, who escaped to Dehly. There he
took possession of’ all the King’s effects, and sent
the females of the royal houschold out of the
city.
Alla-ood-Deen  deferring, by frivolous delays
and excuses of weather and unlucky days, his march
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to Dehly, allowed time for the Vizier to invite Bhei- .
lole Lody to assume the government. Bheilole,
seizing the opportunity, amused the King by writing
to him that he was on his march to chastise the
Vizier ; but having arrived, he quietly took posses-
sion of the capital, and was proclaimed King,
This event occurred in the year 8543

A-E. ?f:o though the name of Alla-ood-Deen was,
" for form’s sake, allowed to be read in
the Khootba as usual. Bheilole, leaving his son,
Khwaja Bayezeed, in Dehly, marched in person’ to

Depalpoor, to organise, at his convenience, his Af- :

ghan army. While thus engaged, he wrote to Alla-
ood-Deen, that his only motive for securing the -
capital was to expel the Vizier. To this letter
he received for answer, that the King having
adopted Bheilole as his son, he (Alla-ood-Deen)
should ever esteem him as his brother; and form-
ally abdicated the throne in his favour, on con-
dition of his being permitted to reside quietly in pos-
session of Budaoon. Bheilole Lody from that hour
rejected the name of Syud Alla-ood-Deen from
the Khootba, and publicly assumed all the insignia
of royalty. Alla-ood-Deen remained at Budaoon
unmolested till his death, which happened in the
year 883 (A.D. 1478): .his reign in Dehly
being seven years, and his retirement at Budaoon
nearly 28.
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Mullik Feroze, the brother of Islam Khan, an offi-
cer in the service of the King of' Dehly, and the
other to Mullik Kootub Khan, the son of ldam
Khan : Bheilole, having most talent, found means
to weaken his rivals, and gradually to strengthen
his own party.

Mullik Kootub Khan, stung with envy, repaired
to Dehly, and acquainted the King, Syud Ma.
homed, that the Atghans at Surhind were establish-
ing a power, which, unless soon checked, would
subvert his throne. ‘The Vizier, Mullik Sikundur
Tohta, was accordingly directed to repair, with an
army, to that quarter, and to require the Atghan
chiets to appear at court, in failure of which he was
authorised to expel them from Surhind.,  Jusrut
Guhkhur also was instigated to take arms against
them; so that in the end they were driven to the
hills.  Subsequent to this, Mullih Feroze Lody,
leaving his son Shaheen Khan, and his nephew
Mullik Rheilole, with his army, proceeded with
some attendants to the camp of Mullik Sikundur
Tohta and Jusrut Gukhur, under the most solemn
assurances ot good faith; but at the instigation
of" his nephew Kootub Khan, Mullik Feroze was
seized, and his attendants cut off.  ARer this
event a part of” the army was detached to reduce
Mullik Bhailole 3 but he having retreated into
the hills with the women and children, ensured
his own satety, though Shaheen Khan was over-
tahen and slain, and a great pat of his tribe
destioved.

Atter thie death of Shalicen Khan, his head was
cut off and cartied to Jusrut Gukhur, and placed
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respectful posture betore the Dervish, the latter
called out aloud, in an enthusiastic manner,
« Who will give 2000 rupees for the kingdom
“of Dchly?” Bheilole told him he had only
1600 rupees in the world; which he ordered
his servant to bring immediately, and present to the
Dervish. Having accepted the money, the Der-
vish laid his hands on Bheilole’s head, and said,
¢ Shah-Bash Béta ®,” literally, ¢ Be thou king,
“ my son.” ‘The companions of Bheilole ridiculed
him much for this action; but he replied, “ That
« it the thing came to pass, he had made a cheap
« purchase ; it not, the blessing of a holy man
¢ could do no harm.”  After Mullik Bheilole had
defeated the Vizier, he wrote to the King, as has
been before related, ascribing the whole blame of
his rebellion to the minister’s conduct towards the
Atghans; on which the King, as has been shown,
bascly cut off the Vizier, and permitted Mullik
Bheilole according to his promise, to visit him.
This meeting enabled Bheilole to carry on his in-
trizzues at court, where he managed his affairs so
well, that he was confirmed in the government
of Surhind, together with some other districts in
its vicinity.

When  NSooltan Mahmood Khiljy of Malwa
brought an army ainst Dehly, Mullik Bheilole
being called on to join the King, he appeared at

® This is the ordinary mode of cxpressing grest approbetion
in India, hoth to men and anirrals; and according to the idiom
of the language, may be simply rendered by our expression,
“ Well done.”
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Humeed Khan, the Vizier, who conferred the
government upon him, still posscssed great influ-
ence. Bheilole treated him for some time with
much respect; but being one day in Humeed
Khan’s house, at an entertainment, he ordered
the Afghans, whom he carried with him, to
assume the manners of ill-bred persons, and act
the part of clowns, in order that the Vizier
might be less on his guard against them. When
they came into company, some of them tied their
shoes to their girdles, and others put them up in
the recesses of the apartment; and on Humeed
Khan’s asking them the reason, they replied, that
they were afraid of having them stolen. When they
had taken their scats, one of” them began to praise
the flowers of the carpet, and the brightness of their
colours, saying he would like extremely to have
such a carpet, to send home, and make caps for
his boys.  Humeed Khan laughed, and told him,
he would give him velvet or brocade for the
purpose.  When the plates and boxes of perfumes
were laid betore them, some began to besmear their
whole body with the finest otto of roses; others to
lick it up; and others devoured whole garlands of
flowers 3 while the pan leaf’ was cagerly scrambled
for, and greedily caten up.  Some having swal-
lowed large picees of lime with their pan, burned
their mouths, made wry faces, and vociferated
aloud.  This conduct astonished the servants and
the guests, who aseribed it to their ignorance as
forcigners, that had never lived at court ; while the
Kingand the Vizier were convulsed with laughter.®

* No onc but a person intimately acquainted with the cere-
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but it was necessary he should withdraw from bu-
siness, and spend the rest of his days in retirement.

The same year ®, being the 835th of”
the Hijra, having intrusted Dehly to
the charge of his eldest son, Bavezeed
Khan, the King marched towards Mooltan, both
to employ his army, and to regulate the affairs of
the western provinces.  NSome ot his officers, dis-
satisfied with him, deserted and joined Mahmood
Shah Shurky, King of Joonpoor; who, during the
absence of Bheilole Padshah, in the be-
ginning of the year 856, advanced and
laid siege to Dehly; but Bheilole, hasten-
ing from Depalpoor, did not halt till he reached
Perah, within thirty miles ot his capital.

Mahmood Shah Shurky detached 30,000 horse,
and 30 clephants, under the command of” Futteh
Khan Hirvy to oppose him.  An action ensued, in
which Kootub Khan Laody, the son ot Islam Khan,
who excelled in archery, shot an arrow into the
forchead of one of Futteh Khan Hirvy’s elephants.
The animal, becoming outrageous, broke the line ;
and Kootub Khan, coming in contact with Durna
Khan Laody, one of the malecontent chiefs who
had joined Mahmood Shah Shurky, thus addressed
him: ¢ For shame, Duria Khan; where is your

A 80,
A.D. 1451,

Al 836,
A.D. 1 1342,

 honour, thus to wage war against your own kin-
“ dred, and to fay siege to the city of Dehly, which
« contains your family, when you ought rather to
“ detend it against vour nataral enemies ? '—

® Iu the contests described in this reign, the reader will do
well to consult a good map of the Doovab.
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At this time an officer called Joona Khan, quitting
the court in disgust, joined Mahmood Shah
Shurky, from whom he reccived the government
of Shumsabad ; and having instigated his new
master to make another attempt on ehly, Mah.
mood Shah Shurky advanced to Etawa, where the
Dehly army was encamped. On the first day both
kings sent out partics to reconnoitre, but no
engagement took place; and on the next day, they
began to retreat, having agreed, in the mean time,
that Bheilole Lody should keep possession ot all
the countries belonging to Dehly, in the reign of
Syud Moobarik, and that Mahmood Shah Shurky
should retain all the possessions held by Ibrahim
Shah Shurky; that Bheilole should, on the one
haund, restore all the clephants taken in the action
with Futteh Khan Hirvy, and that Mahmood Shah
Shurky should dismiss Joona Khan from his go-
vernment and service.

Mahmood Shah Shurky, immediately after this
treaty, returned to Joonpoor, and Bheilole pro-
cecded to take possession of Shumsabad. Mah-
mood Shah Shurky, incensed at this proceeding,
returned to Shumsabad, where two parties from
the Dchly army, under Kootub Khan Lody and
Duria Khan Lody surprised the Shurky camp in
the night.  During this operation, Kootub Khan's®
horse, having trodden upon a tent-peg, threw his
master, who was taken prisoner, but his division

® From the context it appears that this person was not the
same who held the goveenment off Habery, but some other
military leader in Bhedole's army.
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Khan and Julal Khan should be released. Bheilole
forthwith returned towards Shumsabad, where Nur-
sing Ray, the son of Purtab Ray, came to pay his
respects. It appears the latter chiet' had formerly
taken a standard and a pair of drums from Duna
Khan Lody in action ; and that chief, in order to
revenge himself, assassinated Nursing Ray, in spite
of the opposition of' Kootub Khan, the son of
Hoosscin Khan.  Moobarik Khan, apprehensive of
Duria Khan's influence at court, fled to Hoossein
Shah Shurky. Bheilole returned to Dehly ; and his
attention being shortly after excited by the re-
bellion of the viceroy of Mooltan, and by the dis-
orders in Punjab, he proceeded in that direction.
On his march he learned that Hoosscin Shah Shurky,
taking advantage of his absence, was approaching
Dehly for the purpose of besieging that city : he
was induced to countermarch, and leaving the
city in charge ot Kootub Khan® and Jehan Khan,
Bheilole marched direct towards the enemy. The
two armies met at the village of Chundwar, where
they skirmished without much eflect for seven
days, when a truce was concluded for the term of
three vears; at the expiration of which period
Hoossein Shah investing Etawa took it, and gained
over Ahmud Khan Mewatty and Eesa Khan of
Kole to his interest.  Ahmud Khan Julwany,
also, the governor of Byana, went so far as to coin
money and read the Khootba in the name of the
Shurky monarch, who now advanced with an army
of’ 100,000 horse and 1000 elephants from Etawa

* The same person alluded to in a furmer note.
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ceremonies, scized that district from the children
of Alla-ood-Deen. IFrom thence, marching to
Sumbhul, he imprisoned Moobairk Khan, go-
vernor of that province; and procceding towards
Dehly in the vear 883, he crossed the
river Jumna near the Kutcha-Ghat
Bheilole Lody was at Surhind when he
reccived intelligence of this invasion; and re-
turning with expedition to his capital, several sight
actions ensued, in which Hoossein Shah Shurky had
in general the advantage. Another treaty was
however brought about through Kootub Khan, in
which it was agreed that Bheilole should re-
linquish all the territory castward of the Ganges on
condition of his retaining possession of all the
districts on the west bank of that river. These
terms being concluded, Hoossein Shah retreated
towards Joonpoor; but Bheilole broke his faith,
and pursuing Hoossein Shah, attacked him on his
march, killing vast numbers of his troops, and
taking forty oflicers of rank prisoners, besides part
of' his treasure and equipage. Bheilole followed
up his success, occupicd several districts belonging
to lHoossein  Shah Shurky, such as Kampila,
Puttyaly, Shumsabad, Sukeet, Murhera, Kole, and
Jalesur, and appointed agents for their manage.
ment.  Hoossein Shah Shurky, however, halted
at Rampinjun, and gave battle, in which both
parties cliimed the victory; atter which peace
was once more concluded, leaving the village of
Dopamow as the boundary between the kingdoms,
when Hoossein Shah procecded to Rabery, and
Bheilole to Dehly.

A. L 583,
A.D. 1478,
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with great respect by Bheilole, who after this vic-
tory retreated to Dehly.

Having recruited his troops, Bheilole advanced
towards Joonpoor, and having entirely subdued
the country, made over the charge of it to Moo-
barik Khan Lohany, leaving Kootub Khan Lody,
together with Khan Jehan, and other chiefs, at
Bisowly. The King now marched to Budaoon,
where he heard of Kootub Khan’s death. Khan
Jehan, Moobarik Khan, and many other officers,
though they outwardly professed allegiance, no
sooner heard of the death of Kootub Khan than
they concerted measures to acquire independence.
Bheilole, apprised of their intentions, marched to-
wards Joonpoor, and having expelled Hoossein
Shah Shurky, who had made an attempt to recover
his kingdom, placed Barbik, one of his own sons,
on the throne of Joonpoor. From thence he
ceeded to Kalpy, which having reduced, he con-
ferred the government on his grandson, Azim
Hoomaioon, the son of his cldest son, Bayezeed
Khan. ‘The King then marched to Dholpoor,
levving tribute on the raja of that place; from
thence he proceeded to Ruttunpoor, s place
situated in the districts of Runtunbhore, where
having committed great devastations, he returned
to Dehly.

Bheilole being now old, and infirmities daily
increasing on him, divided his dominions among
his sons. Joonpoor was conferred on Barbik
Khan; Kurra and Manikpoor on Alum Kbhan;
Bhyraich on his nephew  Sheikhzada  Maho.
med Firmully, known by the name of Kala
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P’har (the Black Rock), Luknow-and Kalpy on
Azum Hoomayoon, whose father, Bayezeed Khan,
was assassinated by one of his own servants. Bu-
daoon was allotted to Khan Jehan, a relation and
one of his oldest officers, arid Dehly, with several
districts in the Dooab, were conferred on his son,
the Prince Nizam Kban, known afterwards by the
name of Sikundur, whom he now declared lm heir
and successor,

Some timé after this, the King proceeded to
Gualiar, and raising a tribute of 80 lacks of tunkas
from the Raja, came to Etawa, from whence having
expelled Sungut Sing, he returned towards Dehly.
Falling sick on his march, many of the nobles were
desirous that he should alter his former will, with
respect to the succession, which, they said, was the
undoubted right of Azim Hoomayoon, his grandsow
by his eldest son. The Queen, hearing this, wrote
to her son, Nizam Khan, (who, having intimation
of his father’s illness, was about to quit Dehly,)
by no means to come, lest he might be imprisoned
by the nobles. At the same time, the King, by
the advice of his officers, caused letters to be
written, to hasten his arrival in the camp in order to
see him before his death. Nizam Khan was greatly
perplexed how to act. He at length conferred
with Kootloogh Khan, the vizier of Hoossein Shah
Shurky, who was then a prisoner at Dehly. This
chief recommended him to pitch his tents outside
of the city, and to proceed by slow journies
towards the camp. Meanwhile, the King’s disease
increasing, he died at Badowly, in the district of

VOL. I. oo
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Sukeet, in the yecar 894, after a reign
::li%:* of 38 ycars, eight months, and seven
days.

Bheilole Lody was esteemed a virtuous and a
mild prince, executing justice to the utmost ot his
knowledge, and treating his courtiers rather as
companions than subjects.  When he obtained the
crown, he divided the public treasure among his
friecnds, and could be seldom prevailed on to
ascend the throne; saying, ¢ ‘That it was enough
« for him that the world knew he was king, with-
 out his making a display of royalty.” He was
extremely temperate in his diet, and seldom ate at
home. Though a man ot no great literary ac-
quircment himself, he was tond of” the company of
learned men, whom he rewarded according to their
merit.  He placed great reliance on the courage of
his Mogul troops, on which account they met
with such encouragement among his relations and
courtiers, that it is cstimated there were nearly
20,000 Moguls in the service of the government
during his reign,  He was a wise and brave prince,
and personally well acquainted with Mahomedan
law. He also studied the best institutes for main-
taining order in his government, which he inva.
riably adopted.  He was prudent, and, above all
things, deprecated hurry in matters of state; and,
indeed, his conduct throughout life sufficiently
cvineed how much he practised this quality.
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SIKUNDUR LODY AFGHAN.

The Afghan chicfs raise Nizam Khan to the throne, under the
title of Sikundur.— Eesa Khan refuses at first to acknowledge
Sikundur, but does so in the end — he revolls, and is killed
in battle.— Barbik Kkan refuses obedience — he is defeated
—is reinstated in his government of Joompoor —his bad
administration — is eventually removed. — Efforts made by
Hoossein Skah Shurky to recover Joonpoor dgfeated. — Sikun-
dur pursues Hoossein Shak to Bengal — invades Punna and
Banda — proceeds to DRolpoor and Gualiar — receives sube
mission_from the rajas of both places— subsoguently takes Dhal-
poor. — An carthquake in Agra. — Gives encouragement to
the son of the King of Malwa to make over Chundery to him
— obtains possession of Chundery. — Endeavours to lay hold
on Runtunbhore, but fails.— Summons an army to collect ab
Agra for the siege of Gualiar.— The King is taken ill, and
dics — his character — his zeal for the Mahomedan religion,

IaiMEDIATELY on the death of Bheilole, the nobles
met together, and consulted whom they should
elevate to the throne. Some were disposed towards
Azim Hoomayoon, the grandson, and others,
towards Barbik Khan, the eldest surviving son of
the late king. While they were debating on this
point, the mother of Sikundur Khan (whose name
was Zeina, the daughter of a goldsmith, hut
raised to the King’s bed owing to her beauty)
addressed the assembly from behind a curtain in
favour of her son. Upon which, Eesa’Khan, the
oo 2
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nephew of Bheilole, tauntingly observed, * What
¢ business have goldsmiths’ sons with the reins of
« government, since it is proverbial that ¢ monkeys
« make but bad carpenters.”” Khan Khany
Lohany, one of the officers present, took him up
sharply, saying, * The King is yet scarcely cold
“ in his grave, and it ill becomes us at such a
“ time to cast reflections on any of his progeny.”
Eesa Khan desired him to hold his tongue ; ob-
serving, he was nothing but a servant, and had
no right to interfere in tamily affairs. Khan Kha-
nan now rising, instantly declared himself a ser-
vant of Sikundur Lody, and said that he would
maintain his right against all who durst oppose
it ; when, having left the council, and being fol-
Io“cd by all his party, he carried the body of
the deceased King to the town of Jellaly, "herc.
being met by Sll\umlur, the latter ascended his
father’s throne at that place.  Sikundur now sent
the corpse of his tather to Dehly, and instantly
marched against Eesa Khan,  Having defeated
this chiet, he afterwards torgave him, and, returm-
ing to the capital, followed the example of his
father, by conterring tavours on all his kindred.

At the time of his accession, Sihundur Lody
had six sons; viz. Ibrahim, Julal, Ismael, Hoos-
scin, Mahmood, and Azim Hoomayoon, besides
whom were 4+ officers of distinction ; such as

Khan Jehan Lody.,

Ahmud Khan, grandson of' Khan Khanan Fir.
mully.

Sheikzada Firmully.
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Khan Khanan Lohany.
Azim Hoomayoon Sheerwany.
Duria Khan Lody. .
Julal Khan Lody, Naib * of Kalpy.
Sheer Khan Lody.
Moobarik Khan Mowjy.
Khuleel Khan Lody.
Ahmud Khan Lody, Naib of Etawa.
Ibrahim Khan Sheerwany.
Mahomed Shah Lody.
Baboo Khan Sheerwany.
Hoossein Khan Firmully, Naib of Saharun.
Sooliman Khan Firmully.
Syeed Khan Lody. .
Ismael Khan Lohany.
Tartar Khan Firmully.
Sheikh Khan Lody.. .
Sheikzada Mahomed Firmully (called also Kala
P’har).
Sheik Jumal Firmully.
~ Sheikh Othman Firmully.
Sheikh Ahmud Firmully.
Adam Khan Lody.
Hoossein Khan Lody.
Kubeer Khan Lody.
Nuseer Khan Lohany.

* The word Naib, for lieutenant-governor of a province,
seems to have been first introduced by the Toghluk dynasty :
it prevailed afterwards for several ages, till, in the refinement of
Hindoostany phraseology, wherein every person of rank is
magnified by being spoken of in the plural number, as the
kings of Europe say We, instead of I, the word Naib became
Nawab, and we have become familiar with it as Nabob.

0038
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Ghazy Khan Lody.

Tartar Khan, governor of Tijara.

Khwaja Nusr-oolla.
Mobarik Khan.
Yckbal Khan, Naib of Bary.

Asghur, the son of Kowam-ool-Moolk.

Sheer Khan Lohany.,
Imad-ool-Moolk Kumboh.
Alum Khan Lody.
Kubeer Khan Lody.
Bhikun Khan Lody.
Zaheer Khan Lody.
OQomr Khan Sheerwany.
Jubbar Khan Sheerwany.
Alum Khan Julwany.
Sutdur Khan Julwany.
Mecan Joomun Kumboh,
Mujd-ood-Deen,

Shethh Thrahim,

Sheikh Othman,

Sheikh Oomr,

NSheikh Siddeck,

Kazy .Abdool, Wahab of Kabul,
Mceean Bhoory,

, Lords of the
bed-chamber.

Nometime atter his accession, Nikundur Lody
marched towards Rabery and thence to the fort
of Chiundwar, i which place his brother, the Prince
Alum Khan, had declared his independence. On
the King's approach, Alum Khan, abandoning
the town, fled to Eesa Khan Lody at Pattialy.
Nikundur having conterred the district of' Rabe
on Khan Khanan Firmully, proceeded to Etawa,
whete he reecived the submission of his brother
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Alum Khan, and pardoned him } he also conferred
Etawa upon him as his estate. Thence the King
proceeded to Pattialy, where Eesa Khan being
attacked was wounded, and threw himseif on the
King’s mercy. He was pardoned, but soon after
died of his wounds.

Sikundur Lody now deputed a mission to wait
on the Prince Barbik, his brother, who assumed
the title of King of Joonpoor, requiring him to do
homage, and to cause the name of Sikundur to be
read first in the Khootba. Barbik®, however, re«
Jecting this proposal, Sikundur Lody marched
against him. Barbik, and his general Kala P°har,
drew out in order of battle to meet his brother,
and an action ensued, in which Kala P’har was
taken prisoner. Sikundur Lody, on seeing him,
alighted from his horse, and embracing him, said
he esteemed him as his father, and begged he
would look on him as his son. Kala P’har, over-
come by this unexpected honour, replied, that
except his life, hé had nothing to offer in return,
and trusted that he might be employed, and have
an opportunity of evincing his gratitude: he was
accordingly mounted on one of the King’s own
horses, and instantly led a charge of cavalry against
the party whose cause he had before
espoused, which in a great measure led
to the King’s success. The troops of
Barbik seeing Kala P’har charging them, and
imagining that all his division had also gone over

A. H. 894.
A.D. 1488.

# It will be recollected, that Barbik was Sikundur’s elder
brother.
00 4
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to the enemy, took to flight. The Prince Barbik
behaved with great bravery, but being deserted by
his troops, fled to Budaoon. His son, Moobank
Khan, however, was made prisoner in the action.
Sikundur Lody pursucd his brother to Budaoon,
and laid siege to it ; but Barbik soon atter capitu-
lating, he was received with great hindness, and
treated with respect.  The King now retumed
to Joonpoor, and finding that Hoossein Shah
Shurky, the exiled king of the Shurky provinces,
was still in force in Behar, he thought it advisable
to permit his brother Barbik to retain the govern-
ment of Joonpoor in order to check Hoossein Shah
Shurky in any attempt he might make on Dehly.
At the same time, also, he lett some trusty friends
of his own with the Prince, on whom he bestowed
estates, in order to retain them steady to his in-
terest.

Sikundur Lody, now proceeding to Kalpy, re-
sumed the government from Azim Hoomayoom,
gnd conterred it on Mahomed Khan Lody. From
taence he marched to Bhurayvee®, where Tartar
Khan the governor, atter doing homage, was con-
tirmed in his estate. The King thence marched in
the direction of Gualiar, whither he sent one of
his oflicers, Khwaja Mahomed Firmully, with an
honorary dress to Raja Man Ning, who despatched
his nephew with presents to meet the King at
Byana.  Nooltan Shurt, the governor of Byana,
also paid his respects to the King, who removed

® A\ large town of this name cnists at the confluence of the
Chumbul and the Jumna.,
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him from that district, but nominated him go:
vernor of Jalesur, Chundwara, Mnrhera, and
Sukeet. Sooltan Shurf was accoripanied by
Oomr Khan Sheerwany, to whom he was directed
to make over the fort of Byana; but when he
had got within the walls, Sooltan Shurf shut the
gates, and prepared to defend himself. The King,
however, choosing to overlook the circumstance,
went to Agrs, where Heibut Khan Julwany, who
held that fort under Sooltan Shurf, also shut the
gates. This insult so enraged Sikundur Lody,
that leaving part of his army to besiege Agrs, he
returned in person towards Byana, to which he
laid siege. Sooltan Shurf, in the end, was obliged
o O capitulate, and in the year 897

A.p. 1491, his government was given to Khan
Khanan Firmully, and he was banished

for the present to Gualiar. The fort of Agra fall-
ing about the same time, Sikundur returned to
Dehly, where in a few days after he received
advices of an insurrection at Joonpoor amomg
the zemindars, who had raised an army, consist.
ing of 100,000 horse and foot, and had slain
Sheer Khan, the brother of Moobarik Khan
Lohany, governor of Kurra. Moobarik Khan
himself was driven from Kurra, and taken pri-
soner, while in the act of crossing the Ganges,
by Saha Dew Raja of Kutra. The Prince Bar-
bik had also been obliged to fly to Byraich to
solicit the assistance of Kala P’har, so that the
King, after only 24 days’ rest at Dehly was
under the necessity of returning towards Joon-
poor. When he arrived at Dulmow he was
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joined by the Prince Barbik; and Raja Saha
Dew, hearing of his approach, relcased Moo-
barik Khan lohany. The King proceeded to
Katgur, where the zemindars had assembled in
force ; but they were defeated, and much property
fell into the hands of the Moslems. The King,
having marched to Joonpoor and reinstated the
Prince Barbik, himselt' remained a month in that
vicinity. Here he received intelligence that the
zemindars, having been again driven to excesses,
had besieged Barbik in Joonpoor ; on which Sikun-
dur ordered Kala P’har, Hoomayoon Khan Sheer-
wany, and Khan Khanan Lohany, from Oude,
and Moobarik Khan from Kurra, to unite and
march against them. He also directed them to
send the Prince Barbik to the presence, where he
was made over, as a state-prisoncr, to the charge of
Heibut Khan and Qomur Khan Sheerwany.

After these events the King marched towards
Chunar, then in possession off Hoossein Shah
Shurky. On his approach, the garrison made a sally,
but were repulsed.  On reconnoitring the place,
however, and being unwilling to incur the risk of
failure, he procceded to Kootumba®, a place de-
pendent on Patna.  Bulbhudur Ray, Raja of Koo-
tumba, came forth to meet the King, and submitted
to his authority.  From thence the King marched
to Arele, accompanied by Bulbhudur Ray. But the
Raja suspecting treachery, lett his retinue, and
fled one night trom the camp to Patna.  Sikundur
Lody permitted the Raja’s followers to quit the

* Doubttul.
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camp, next day, with his private property, but he al-
lowed his own troops to plunder the country on
their route to Arele. On crossing the Ganges at
Kurra, the King went to Dulmow, where he
married the widow of Sheer Khan, the late go-
vernor of that place. From Dulmow, Sikundar
marched to Shumsabad, where, having halted for
six months, he proceeded to Sumbhul ; but retarm
ing from thence in a few days to Shumsabad, he
plundered the town of Dewnary, where a banditti
had taken post. The King spent the rainy season
at Shumsabad, and in the year 900, he
AR 00, again marched in the direction of Patas
He was there opposed by Nursing Ray,
the son of Bulbhudur Ray, at the Hundia Ghat,
who being defeated, retired within the walls of
Patna. On the King’s approach, Bulbhudur Ray
fled, taking the route of Surgooja, and died on the
journey. After this event the King proceeded to
Sahsdewar ; but provisions becoming scarce in his
camp, he was obliged to return to Joonpoes,
having in this march lost most of his cav
owing to the bad roads and want of forage. Nurs-
ing Ray, the son of Bulbhudur Ray, and other ze.
mindars, taking advantage of this circumstance,
wrote to Hoossein Shah Shurky, then in possession
of the province of Behar, that the cavalry of
Sikundur Lody was now in so wretched a condi,
tion, that a favourable opportunity presented
itself for him to take revenge. Hoossein Shah
Shurky accordingly put his army in motion, and
marched against the King. Sikundur, on hearing
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of his intentions, crossed the GGanges to meet him;
and the two armies came in sight of’ cach other at
a spot distant 18 coss (27 miles) from Benares.
An obstinate battle ensucd, in which Hoossein
Shah Shurky was defeated, and fled to Patna,  Si.
kundur Lody, according to the most authentic
accounts, pursued the fugitives tor several days,
with 100,000 horse; but hearing that his cnemy
had fled to Behar, he halted on the ninth day, till
the whole of his army joined, with which he
marched towards Behar. Hoossein Shah left
Mullik Kundoo to protect Behar, and fled him-
self to Koolgam, in the district of Luknowty.
Alla-ood-deen Shah Poorby, King of Bengal,
reccived the tugitive at his court with the utmost
courtesy. Here he passed the remainder of his days
in obscurity ; and the royal race of' Joonpoor be-
came extinct in his person.

Sikundur Lody, having rcturned to Dewnary,
detached a division of his army against Mullik
Kundoo, who fled, leaving the country open to the
King of' Dchly, who appointed IHeibut Khan to
remain with a force in Behar. The King now
proceeded towards Tirhoot, the raja of which
country consented to pay an annual tribute.
Moobarik Khan Lohany was directed to receive
it, while the King went to Dervishpoor, and
visited the tomb of" Sheikh Shurt Munery; on
which occasion he  distributed presents to the
holy persons who resided at that shrine. It was
at this time, also, that Khan Jehan, the son of
Khan Khanan Firmully, died, and his son, Ah-
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mud Kban, received the title of Azim Hoomayoon.
The King now marched his army towards Ben-
gal, and reaching Kootlooghpoor, Alls-ood-Deen
Shah Poorby sent his son Daniel to oppose him.
On the part of the King of Dehly, Mahmood
Khan Lody and Moobarik Khan Mowjy were de-
tached to meet Daniel. The opposing armies en-
camped close to each other at the village of Barray
but instead of fighting, a peace was concluded §
when it was agreed that both parties should ceasd
to molest each other, or to afford protection to
their mutual enemies. On the return of the army
towards Dehly, Moobarik Khan Mowjy died ¢
Patna, and at Dervishpoor;, Moobarik Khan
Lohany also died suddenly. The duty of eel
lecting the tribute of Tirhoot was now intrusted
to Azim Hoomayoon, the son of Khan Jehaw,
while the government of Behar was conferred
upon Duria Khan, the son of the late Moo-
barik Khan Lohany. There happened, at this
time, a great dearth in the country; but the
transit customs on grain being relinquished, that
calamity was in some measure averted, nor were
the duties again imposed during that reign. 8i. -
kundur, meanwhile, reducing the districts of
Saharun, then in the hands of the zemindars; -
gave the lands in jageers to several of his offi~
cers. He then returned to Joonpoor, where lle
resided six months.

Sometime previously to this event, the ng
having asked the daughter of Salivahn, Raja of
Punna, in marriage, the Raja refused to comply
with his request; in consequence of which, the
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King put his army in motion, and in the
:_' :,',9,%"8 year YU+, marched to Punna, and sacked

the country as far as Banda, after which
he returned to Joonpoor, where he spent some
time. At this period the accounts of Moobarik
Khan Lody being inspected, for the period of his
administration in Joonpoor, and great defalcation
being discovered, the King ordered the balances
to be realised from him. This circumstance gave
umbrage to many Afghan officers, which evinced
itsclt’ in the factions that arose in favour of the de-
faulter. One day, while the King and his court
were playing at chowgan ®, the bat of Heibut Khan
Sheerwany, by accident, came in contact with the
head of Sooliman, the son of Duria Khan Lody,
who received a severe blow. ‘This was resented
on the spot by Khizr Khan, the brother of Sooli-
man, who galloping up to Hybut Khan, struck him
violently over the skull.  In a few minutes both
sides joined in the quarrel, and the field was in
uproar and confusion. Mahmood Khan Lody and
Khan Khanan Lody interposing, endeavoured to
pacity Heibut Khan, and succeeded in persuad-
ing him to go quictly home with them. The King,
apprehensive ot conspiracy, retired immediately to
the palace, but nothing more transpiring, he made
another party at the same game a few days after.
On the road to the play.ground, Shums Khan, a
relation of” Heibut Khan Sheerwany, perceiving
Khizr Khan, the brother ot Sooliman Khan Lody,
instautly attacked him with his bat, and knocked

® The pame of chowgan has before been described ; vide
note, p. 1449,
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him off his horse. The King abused Shums Khan
grossly, and returned to his palace; and could not be
persuaded but that there was some plot in agita-
tion. He accordingly ordered his guards to be
selected, and to be more than usually vigilant.
The King’s jealousies were not groundless; for a¢
that time Heibut Khan Sheerwany and two other
chiefs had proposed to the Prince Futteh Khan,
the King’s brother, to cut him off, declaring that
he was now universally disliked, and they offered
to place Futteh Khan on the throne. The Prince,
desiring some time to consider of the praject,:
consulted Sheikh Tahir Kabully and his mothar,
who both strongly dissuaded him from lending
himself to the conspiracy; and lest the affair should
by any other means transpire, they recommended
him to acquaint the King instantly of what had
been proposed to him. On this, the conspirators
being detached on different services, to a distance,
were cut off in detail. :

In the year 905, the King marched -
to Sumbhul, where he spent four years,
partly in pleasure, and partly in trans-
acting civil affairs. While thus employed, he heard
heavy complaints from the Afghans against Asghur
Khan, the governor of Dehly. On this he ordered
Khuvas Khan, governor of Machiwara, to proceed
to Dehly, and to send Asghur Khan prisoner to
court. Asghur Khan, receiving advice of this inten-
tion, quitted the capital, and threw himself at the
King’s feet; but not being able to frame sufficient
excuse for his conduct, he was ordered into confine-
ment. Itis mentioned that about this period a brah.,

A.H.905.
A.D. 1499.
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min, whose name was Boodbun, an inhabitant of
Kataen, ncar Luknow, being upbraided by some
Mahomedans on account of’ his faith, maintained
¢ that the religions both of the Moslems and
« Hindoos, if"acted on with sincerity, were equally
¢t acceptable to God.”

As this opinion had been supported with some
ingenuity, and much argument, by the brabhmin,
the subject came to be discussed publicly betore
the kazies of Luknow, and the brahmin was
ordered to appear. On this occasion, Kazy Peeala
and Sheikh Budr, both residing at Luknow, had
difterent opinions ; and the arguments of the brah-
min having made some stir in the city, Azim
Hoomayoon, the governor, thought fit to send all
the parties to the court at Sumbhul, where the
King, who was fond of hearing disputations on
religious subjects, directed the most learned men
in his empire to assemble and argue the point of
faith with the brahmin. ‘The following persons
were accordingly brought together : —

Meean Kadir Bin Sheikh Rajoo.

Mceean Abdool Elias, and

Meean Allahdad of ‘T'oolumba.

Syud Mahomed, Bin Syud Khan of Dehly.
Moolla Kootbh-ood-Deen, and

Moolla Allahdad Saleh trom Surhind.
Syud Aman.

Syud Boorhan, and

Syud Ahsun from Kunow).

Besides which were the learned men who usually
attended the court ; such as,
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Syud Sudur-ood-Deen of Kunowj.
Meean Abdool Rahman of Seekry.
Meean Azeez-oolla of Sumbhul.

All these persons were present at this dispu-
tation.  After many arguments, the learned men
were of opinion, that unless the infidel, who
had maintained the Hindoo worship to be equally
acceptable to God as that of the true faith, should
renounce his error, and adopt the Mahomedan
religion, he ought to suffer death, The Hindoo
refused to apostatise, and was accordingly executed,
while the Mussulmen doctors were rewarded with
gifts, and returned to their respective homes.

When Khuvas Khan, whom we have already
mentioned, entered Dehly, he found an order
from the King to proceed to court. Syud Khan
Lody was also recalled from Lahore, and being
suspected of disaffection, he, together with Tartar
Khan Firmully, and Mahomed Shah Lody, were
banished to Guzerat.

In the same year (A.H.907), Man-

a '195%71'. Sing Ray of Gualiar sent one of his
eunuchs, named Nehal, to the King,

with rich presents, as ambassador ; but this person
having given offence at court, was ordered to quit
it suddenly, without obtaining an audience. At
this time, information was received of the death
of Khan Khanan Firmully, governor of Byana.
The management of Byana devolved on his sons ;
but as the government fell into disorder in their
hands, the King conferred the office of governor
on Khuvas Khan, while Ahmud and Sooliman,

VOL. I. PP
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the sons of the late Khan Khanan, received the
estates of Shumsabad, Jalesur, Kampila, and Sha-
habad. Sudr Khan was deputed at the same time
with a force to reduce Agra, then dependent on By-
ana, and which had revolted. Another detachment
also went to besiege Dholpoor, which was in pos-
scssion of Raja Vinaik Dew, who had begun to make
warlike preparations. Khwaja Bubun, the officer
employed on this latter duty, being killed, the
Jumad-ool- King was so vexed, that he marched
Awul 6. from Sumbhul towards Dholpoor on
A.-n.907.  Friday the sixth of Jumad-ool- Awul ot
r‘:"")'“‘l’;""‘- the same year. On his lppml?b. Vi-
naik Dew, leaving a deputy in the
fort, fled towards Gualiar ; and the garrison on the
next night evacuated the place, and enabled the
King to take possession.  He remained there about
a month, and having laid waste the coumtry, pro-
cceded to Gualiar.  The Raja of Gualiar sued for
terms, and delivered up Sveed Khan Sheerwany,
Babookhan Sheerwany, and Ray Gunesh, who had,
at ditterent times, fled trom the court, and found
protection with him. At the same time, he de-
puted the Raja’s own son Vikramajeet, with costly
offerings, to propitiate the King’s favour.

Sikundur Lody, having returned to Dholpoor,
reinstated the Raja Vinaik Dew, and then marching
to Agra, he resolved to make that city his capital.
He stayed in Agra during the rains, but in the
year 910, marched towards Mundril.
Having taken that place, he destroved
the Hindoo temples, and caused mosques
to be built in their stead.  From thence returning

A 910,
A. D. 1504,
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to Dholpoor, he took the fort from the Raja
Vinaik Dew, and conferred the command of it on
Sheikh Kumr-ood-Deen. Thence returning to
Agra, the King permitted his oﬂicers to returm
to their respective estates.

In the following year, on Sunday, the 8d of
Suffur 3, Suffur, a violent earthquake occurred in
A.m911. Agra, so that the mountains shook to

July 5. their broad bases, and lofty buildings
A-2-1505-" were levelled with the ground. Several
thousand inhabitants were buried under the ruins.
No such earthquake has ever been experienced in
India, either before or since.  In the same yesr,
the King proceeded towards Gualiar. He re-
mained some months at Dholpoor, where baving
left his family and heavy baggage, he proceeded,
with an unincumbered army of horse, to the hills,
to plunder some Hindoo rajas, from whom he took
great spoils. Finding the supplies in his camp fail
suddenly, owing to the free intercourse with the
Bunjaras * being cut off, he detached Azim Hoo-
mayoon, Ahmud Khan, and Mujahid Khan, with
their divisions, to afford these merchants convoy,
which they effected at great risk, owing to the

* This is the first mention we have of this useful class in the
Mahomedan history. The Bunjaras form a very ancient Hin-
doo mercantile community, and reside always in their tents.
They have laws of their own, and do aot intermarry with inha-
bitants of towns. The men are remarkable for their courage,
their integrity, and enterprise ; and the women are reputed for
their chastity. An account of this race, in the Deccan, will be
found in the first volume of the Bombay Literary Transactions.
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vigorous efforts of the inhabitants in the vicinity of
Gualiar. Shortly after, while the army was passing
near the town of Chinoor, a dependency of Gualiar,
it was attacked in an ambuscade, and saved only by
the bravery of Dawood Khan, and by Ahmud Khan,
the son of Khan Jehan, grandson of Khan Khanan
Firmully : the Hindoos were at length repulsed,
and a number of Rajpoots fell by the sword.
Having returned to Agra, the King proceeded
oo in the year 912 towards the fort of
A-n. 91 Hunwuntgur, despairing of reducing
Gualiar. Hunwuntgur fell in a short
time, and the Rajpoot garrison was put to the
sword, the temples were destroyed, and mosques
ordcred to be built in their stead. Bhikun Khan,
the son of Mujahid Khan, was left in charge ; but
the King, having afterwards received information
that Mujahid Khan had taken a bribe from the
Raja of Hunwuntgur, in order to divert the King
from attacking that place, Mujahid Khan was
imprisoned at Dholpoor, and the King returned
towards Agra. On the road, the army haited one
day on a spot where there was little water. The
distress in consequence was so severe, that, inde-
pendently of the loss of baggage cattle, no fewer
than 800 human beings perished, before they could
obtain relicf’; and till evening, a small cup of water
sold for ftiftcen tunkas throughout the camp.
( In the following year, the King
AN marched against Nurwur, a strong fort
in the district of Malwa, then in
session of the Hindoos. The Prince Julal Khan,
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governor of Kalpy®, was directed to advance and
invest the place; and should the Hindoos resist, he
was required to inform the King. On the King’s
arrival before Nurwur, Julal Khan drew up his
army, out of respect, to receive him; but this cin
cumstance creating distrust in the mind of Si-
kundur, he determined on his ruin. Nurwur,
which was eight .coss in circumference, was .in-
vested ; but the operations were protracted for
eight months ; when it appearing that a clandestine
correspondence was maintained with the garrison,
and suspicions falling on the Prince Julal Khan
Lody, and Sheer Khan Lohany, they were both
imprisoned in the fort of Hunwuntgur. The gar-
rison soon after capitulated, being in want both
of water and provisions. The King remained
for the space of six months at Nurwur, breaking
down temples, and building mosques. He also
established a college there, and placed therein
many holy and learned men. It was at this
period, that Shahab-ood-Deen, the son of Sool-
tan Nasir-ood-Deen, King of Malwa, being discon-
tented with his father, proposed a conference with
the King of Dehly. A meeting took place on the
Seepry, where Sikundur Lody promised him his
support, if he would make over Chundery to him.
Shaban, In the month of Shaban, A.H. 914,
A.H.914.  the King marched from Nurwur; but

N x?el‘.;OS . after proceeding some distance along

# There were two princes of the same name : that now men-
tioned was the King's brother ; he who succeeded him as go-
vernor of Kalpy was the King’s son.
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the Sind river, he resolved to surround Nnr-
wur with another wall, which was ordcred to be
immediately commenced.  The King now marched
to the town of Yechar, where he halted during a
whole month, At this place, Niamut Khatoon,
the wife of Kootub Khan Lody, and the wet nurse
of the young Prince Julal Khan, paid her respects
to the King, and the district of’ Kalpy was made
over in jageer to the Prince. The King now
returned towards the capital. On arriving at
Hulkint, he sent a detachment against some
rebels in that neighbourhood, and destroyed all
their habitations, small posts being established at
proper distances to overawe them. About this
time, advices were received, that Ahmud Khan,
the son of Moobarik Khan Lody, governor of
Luknow, had become a convert to the Hindoo
doctrines® ; on which, orders were despatched to
his brother, Mahomed Khan, to send him prisoner
to court, and his sccond brother, Svud Khan, was
dirceted to take the administration of' affairs into
his hands.  In the same year, also, Mahomed Khan,
the grandson of Sooltan-Nasir-ood-Deen of Malwa,
having fled from the wrath of his grandfather,

® It is difficult to belicve that any one, brought up in the
simple creed of Ilam, should himselt’ become an idolater : he
could not, necording to Hindoo usage, have been received as a
convert: vet it is quite natural, that, viewing the moral practice
ot the Hindoos, he should have ceased to persecute them, or
to believe that they must, necesearily, he damned, becamse
th: v did not cmbrace the Moslem futh. A conviction of thee
natare, and an expression of such a sentiment, might, under
S hundur Lody, have subjocted the true behieser to the illp!ll-
ation ol downtight apostasy from the true taith.
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sought an asylum at the Dehly court, The King
desired him to remain quietly in his jageer of
Chundery, and directed that the Prince Julal
Khan of Kalpy should take care to protect him
from the power of the King of Malwa. Af thiy
Ry time, the King having marched t¢
A p.1509. Dholpoor, ordered cargvansaras to be
built at every stage, It was in thiy
year, also, Mahomed Khan Nagoory defeated Ally
Khan and Aba Bukr, who had conspired
him, and they fled to Sikundur Lody for prey
tection. Mahomed Khan, dreading the King'y
resentment, sent presents to propitiate his
will, and, moreover, caused the Khootba of N
to be read in the name of the King of Dehl, _
The King, on his part, pleased with this i
of voluntary submission, returned him a dress, ang
confirmed his authority.

While the King was encamped at Dholpoor, bp
ordered Sooliman Khan, the son of Khan Jehan,
Firmully, to march to the aid of Hoossein Khan of
Hunwuntgur. Sooliman Khan having excused
himself, by saying he preferred being about the
King’s person, the latter became incensed, and.
forthwith dismissed him from his service, directing
him to quit the camp by next morning at day
light ; at the same time, he conferred the revenue
of Birun on him for his future maintenance.

At this time, Bobjut Khan, governor of Chun-
dery, on the part of the King of Malwa, perceiving
the imbecility of his master, Sooltan Mahmood,
made overtures to place himself under the Dehly
government. Sikundur Lody accordingly deputed
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Imad-ool-Moolk to assist Bhojut Khan in his re-
volt; soon after which, the King issued a pro-
clamation, announcing the acquisition of Chun-
dery to his dominions. Deeming it desirable, also,
to make some alterations among the public officers
of that province, the King deputed Syud Khan
Lody, Sheikh Jumal Firmully, and Ray Oogur-
Sein Kuchwaha, together with Khizr Khan and
Khwaja Ahmud, to proceed to Chundery; and
these officers succeeded in occupying effectually
that district for the government of Dehly. Ma-
homed Khan, the Prince of Malwa, although con-
sidered ostensibly the chiet’ of Chundery, was, in
fact, dispossessed ot all authority, and confined to
the city, while the supremacy ot Bohjut Khan,
the Malwa governor, being usurped by the Dehly
ofticers, he left his government and came to court.
At this period, the King having reason to

the conduct of Hoossein Khan Firmully, Naib
of’ Saharun, he deputed Hajy Sarung with sume
troops into that quarter, with orders to gain over
the Naib's troops, and to seize his person. Hoos-
scin Khan became acquainted with the King’s in-
tentions; and contriving his escape, sought an
asyvlum with Alla.ood-Deen Shah Poorby, King of
Bengal.

In the yvear 922, Ally Khan Nagoory,
governor of” Suisapoor, entcred into a
plot with the Prince Dowlut Khan of
Malwa, governor of Runtunbhore, who promised
to deliver that fortress to the King of Dehly,
i he should come in person to take possession.
Sikundur Lody, overjoyed at this intelligence, pro-

Ao ML 22
A.D. 15160
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ceeded towards Byana, to which place the gover-
nor of Runtunbhore came to meet him, and was
honourably received; but Ally Khan Nagoory,
disappointed in the attainment of some objects on
which he had calculated-as areward for bringing this
affair to bear, resolved to prevent its accomplish-
ment, and used his influence with the governor
to retract his promise. The King, ascertaining
the true cause of this change, disgraced Ally -
Nagoory, and deprived him of his government of
Suisapoor, which he conferred on his brother,” Aba
Bukr; and Sikundur Lody was obliged to return
to Agra without obtaining possession of Runtun-
bhore. In the year 923, the King summoned all
the distant nobles to Agra, with a determination to
Zeckaday, Teduce Gualiar; and was in the midstef
A-n. 928. his preparations, when, being taken' iil
Dec.14.  of a quinsy, he died on Sunday, the 7th
4D 1817, eeekada, 023, -

Nizam-ood-Deen Ahmud states in his work,
that the authors who have written this reign have
filled their history with copious details of the great
qualities of this Prince ; but he observes, that he
has considerably abridged their accounts, and con-
fined himself only to such facts as appeared to him
to merit particular notice. The authors alluded to
have given a description of his person, which was
remarkable for its beauty and comeliness, as was
his mind for the store of learning and good sense
which it contained. During his reign, all the
articles of life were cheap and abundant,and peace
pervaded his dominions. He never omitted to
devote a certain time to hear complaints in public,
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and he has been frequently known to sit at busi-
ness the whole day long, even after his appointed
time for meals and rest. He was in the habit of
praying regularly five times daily. lHe was strictly
Jjust in his administration, and seldom known to be
actuated by private feclings. lHe was as remark.
able for his fear of God as for his benevolence
towards his people. One day, while advancing
against his brother Barbik, in the carly part of” his
reign, a kullundur met him, and said, * God
“send you victory!” on which the King said,
« Pray that the victory may be his who will best
« promote the good ot his subjects.” He had
numerous pensioners among the holy men of the
empire, to whom he sent their stipends twice a
year, and a suit of clothes once. e ordered alms
and food to be distributed on Fridays to all who
chose to partake in town or camp wheresoever he
might be.  He encouraged charity of all descrip-
tions; and did not tiail to commend his nobles tor
any generous acts which reached his cars, and thus
promoted a disposition to do good among his
public oflicers ; saving, * You have laid a found-
“ ation of virtue ; you will never repent it.”  He
was firmly attached to the Mahomedan religion,
and made a point of destroying all Hindoo temples.
In the city ot Mutra he caused musjids and bazars
to be built opposite the bathing-stairs leading to
the river, and ordered that no Hindoos should be
allowed to bathe there.  He torbade the barbers
to shave the beards and heads of' the inhabitants,
in order to prevent the Hindoos tollowing their
usual practices at such pilgrimages. lHe also pro-
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hibited the procession of the spear, which took placa
annually in commemoration of the deeds of Salar .
Musaood, and put a stop to the custom of females.
going abroad, and making offering at Mahomedan
shrines. Before he ascended the throne he had
once a quarrel with a holy man, who maintained
that it was highly improper for a king to interfere,
with the religion of his subjects, or to prevent them
bathing at places to which they had been accus.
tomed to resort for ages. The Prince drew_ hjs
sword, and said, “ Wretch! do you maintain the
« propriety of the Hindoo religion?”” The holy:
man replied, ¢ By no means: I speak from gsutho-~
“ rity : kings should not persecute their subjecta
“on any account.” This answer pacified him.
He reformed and new-modelled the establishments
of all the mosques throughout his dominions, and
gave great encouragement to learning, so that
almost all his military officers were well educated
men ; and even Hindoos, who had hitherto never
learned Persian, commenced in this reign to study
Mahomedan literature. The profession of arms,
assumed under his government a new character,
He made a point of ascertaining the qualities of
every officer who was promoted, and particularly.
enquired into his origin and education. He esta-
blished horse-posts throughout his country, and
received accounts daily from every military detachy
ment of his army in motion. Whenever it wag
necessary to issue proclamations, persons were sent
in all directions to read them at the time of pube
lic devotion in the mosques. Reports of the
armies, of the court, and of the principal cities, wera
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drawn up by authority, and read to the King daily,
which enabled him to rectity at once any deviation
from his orders. He very frequently went into
long and tedious enquirics on intricate cases of law,
and settled them in person. ‘There are many
wonderful stories related of” his quick penetration
and sound judgment. Among others, is the fol-
lowing : — T'here were two brothers, private sol-
diers, who had procured some booty at Gualiar
during the siege ; among other articles of” plunder
were two large rubics, but of different shapes.
One of the brothers determined to quit the ser-
vice and return to his family at Dehly, while
the other resolved to continue in the army ; but
he made over charge of his share of the booty to
his brother, telling him to give it together with
his ruby to his wife. After the war, on his returm
to Dechly, the soldier learned from his wife that
she had never seen the ruby.  The brother de-
clared he had given it to her, and the parties were
brought up betore the Kazy Mecan Bhoory. The
Judge asked the man who had quitted the service,
who saw him give the ruby to his brother’s wife ?
he replied, several persons knew she had it, and he
produced some brahmins of notoriously bad cha-
racters as witnesses, who, having been instructed
what to sayv, gave evidence against the woman,
who was told to go home and give the ruby to her
husband. Owing to the ill treatment she received
at home, she determined to lay her case before the
King in person. He listened very attentively to
the whole story, and then sending for the wit.
nesses, all the parties acknowledged that they re.
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collected perfectly the shape and size of the ruby
given to the soldier’s wife: a piece of wax was
accordingly given to each witness, and being se-
parated, they were directed to make models of the
gem. Those of the two brothers corresponded ;
but the models of the witnesses being dissimilar,
the King concluded they could never have seen it
and having thus convicted them of perjury, they
were induced to tell the truth, and the woman’s
innocence was proved. Sikundur Lody was him-
self a poet, and highly appreciated literary merit,
During his reign many works were composed both
in prose and verse; among others, is the Furhung
Sikundry, -whose author informs us this Prince
reigned 28 years and five months.
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Tbrahim offends his countrymen by his avowed indifference to
them. — The King's brother Julal, governor of Kalpy, pro-
ceeds Lo Joonpaor, and assumes the title of” king. — He is de-
Jeated, and flics to Gualiar. — Gualiar besieped. — The Rajya
dies. — Julal flies to Malwa, and cventually 1o Gondwara.
where he is seized, and delivered over to the King. — Julal
suffers death. — Gualiar taken. — The Afghan chieft rebel in
several quarters. — The King's cruelty.— All the country
east of the Ganges wccupied by the son of Durie Khan Lo-
hany, who assumea the title of Mahomed Shah. — Dowdut
Khan Lody. governur of Lahore, rebels — invites Babur from
Kabul tv invade India. — Babur's fira attempt, accompanied
by Alla-aod-Deen Lody, the King's brother, fals.— Babur
invades India in person. — Ihrahim opposes him — is defeated,
and slain. — End of the Afshan dynasty.

Sikvsoer Lopy dying at Agra, his son Ibra-
him succeeded to the throne. At a very early
period, contrary to the custom of his father and
grandtather, he made no distinction among  his
officers, whether ot his own tribe or otherwise, and
said publicly, that kings should have no relations
nor clansmen, but that all should be considered
as subjects and servants of' the state; and the
Atghan chiets, who had hitherto been allowed
to sit in the presence, were constrained to stand
in tront ot the throne, with their hands crossed be-
fore them.
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Shortly after his accession a conspiracy

A-n. 983 wasformed by the Lody chiefs, by whom
it was agreed to leave Ibrahim in quiet
possession of Dehly and a few dependent provinces,
and to raise the Prince, Julal Khan *, his brother, to
the throne at Joonpoor. The Prince, accordingly,
marching from Kalpy, in conjunction with the
disaffected chiefs, ascended the throme of Joon-
poor. He appointed his cousin, Futteh Kbun, his
vizier, who gained over all the officers of the esst-
ern provinces to his interest. Khan Jehan Lohany
was at this time proceeding from Rabery to
congratulate Ibrahim on his accession ; when
falling in with the disaffected nobles, he blamed
them severely for causing divisions in the kingdom,
whi¢h, he said, would be attended with fatal com-
sequences to the family of Lody. The chiefs, ad-
mitting the impropriety of their conduct, deter-
mined, as the Prince Julal Khan could not be yet
well established, to divest him of his newly-as-
sumed dignity ; and accordingly they sent Heibut
Khan Julwany, with letters, to recall him be-
fore he reached Joonpoor. Heibut Khan, how-
ever, having overacted his part, the Prince, Julal
Khan, suspected some plot, and excused himself
from coming. The chiefs, unaware that he eus-
pected them, deputed Sheikh Mahomed Firmully
and others to enforce their request ; but the Prince
proceeded to Joonpoor. Finding all endeavoars

* It will be recollected, that this prince was mads governer
of Kalpy by his father.
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to reclaim the Prince had failed, Ibrahim Lody
issued a proclamation, dcclaring every officer who
should adhere to his brother the Prince Julal
a traitor to the state; at the same time he sent
presents and deputations to all his principal offi-
cers, which had the effect of detaching the nobles
trom the pretender, and by degrees bringing them
over to the King’s interest. ‘The affairs of the Prince
rapidly declining, he conceived that nothing but
desperatc measures could retrieve them. Ac-
cordingly he marched to Kalpy, and placing his
family in security in that fort, he collected all his
troops, and assumed the title of King, under the
title of Julal-vod-Deen. At the same time, he sent
a trusty person to Azim lloomayoon, who was at
the time besieging Kalunjur, to join him. Azim
Hoomayoon did so; but reccommended the Prince,
in the first instance, to establish himself firmly
at Joonpoor. The Prince accordingly marched
against the son of Moobarik Khan Lody, governor
ot' Oude, and compelled him to retreat to Luknow.

Ibrahim Lody, hearing of these proccedings,
marched his army to that quarter, and confined
Zeehuj 2. his other brothers in the fort of Hansy,
a.n.923.  where they remained for life.  This
February 6. event took place on Thursday the 24th
A-0- 1518 ot Zeehuj, A. H.923. On his march
towards Qude, the King was informed that Azim
Hoomayoon, having deserted the Prince Julal,
wias now on his way to join him, on which
the King sent some chiets to escort him to
his camp, where he was favourably received. A
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number of other officers also joined Ibrahim, and
he despatched the greatest part of his army, under
the command of Azim Hoomayoon Lody *, against
the Prince. But before the King’s troops could
come up with him, he threw a garrison into Kalpy,
and marched with 80,000 chosen horse, by forced
marches, to Agra, while Azim Hoomayoon Lody
was content to lay siege to Kalpy. Julal Khan
had it now in his power either to take possession
of Agra, or to plunder the treasury; but the go-
vernor, Adam Khan, in order to save the plate
and the country, entered into negotiations with the
Prince, and went so far as to promise him, on the
part of the King, the independent possession of
Kalpy, and other advantages, for which he had no
authority. Adam Khan sent notice of the whole
transaction to Ibrahim; but the King having
taken Kalpy, and the treaty having been con-
cluded without his knowledge, he took no notice
of it, but marched against the Prince, Julal Khan,
who, now deserted by his army, was obliged to fly
to Gualiar, and solicit the protection of the raja of
that place. Ibrahim Lody came to Agra, where
he remained in order to regulate the affairs of the
government, which, since the death of his father,
had fallen into disorder. Two nobles, Kurreem
Dad Toork, and Dowlut Khan, were sent to take
charge of Dehly, and Sheikhzada Mahomed Fir-

* It is necessary to keep in mind the distinction between
Azim Hoomayoon Lody and Azim Hoomayoon Sheerwany.

VOL. I. QQ
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mully was deputed to Chundery, to remain with
Mahomed Khan, the Prince of’ Malwa.

About this time the King, without assigning any
reason, caused Meean Bhoory, formerly vizier to his
father Sikundur Laody, to be put in chains, confer-
ring at the same time great honours on his son. The
Prince, Julal Khan, found retuge in Gualiar, and it
was deemed necessary, therefore, to attack that for-
tress 3 for which purpose Azim Hoomayoon Sheer-
wany marched from Kurra with 30,000 horse, and
300 elephants ; and seven other chiefs, with armies,
were also sent to join in the siege. The Prince, Julal
Khan, despairing of” holding out with success, fled
to the court ot Sooltan Mahmood Khiljy of” Malwa.
The Dehly army, arriving betore Gualiar, invested
the place, and, in a few days, Raja Man-Sing, a
prince of great valour and capacity, dving, his son
Vikramajeet succeeded him.  After the siege had
been carried on for some months, the army of
Ibrahim Lody at length got possession of an out-
work at the foot of the hill, on which stood the

tort of Badilgur. They tound in that
A--92E - place a brazen bull, which had been for

a long time an object of worship, and
sent it to Agra, from whence it was afterwards
conveved to Dehly, and thrown down before the
Bagdad gate.

The Prinee, Julal Khan, not being well received
by Sooltan Mahmood of” Malwa, fled to the Raja
of Gurrakota ; but being intercepted on the raad
by a bady of Gouds ®, he was sent prisoner to the

* The ihabitants of the countrey called Goudw ara,
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by Yekbal Khan, a dependent of Azim Hoomay-
oon Sheerwany, who, rushing out from an ambus-
cade with 5000 horse, cut off' a number of the royal
troops, and made good his retreat. The King was
greatly exasperated against Ahmud Khan, on re-
ceiving intelligence of this defeat, and wrote to°
him not to expect his favour, if he did not quickly
exterminate the rebels, at the same time he sent an-
other detachment of troops to his support. The army
of the insurgents now amounted to 40,000 cavalry,
500 clephants, and a large body of infantry, with
which they proceeded to oppose the rovalists
under Ahmud Khan. The two armies
o ;'::l’q came in sight of each other, but did not
engage 3 tor Sheikh  Rajoo Bokhary, a
holy man, highly esteemed in that age, was im
hopes of bringing aflairs to an accommodation.
Overtures being made, the insurgents agreed to
dizband their troops the moment that Azim Hoo-
mayoon Sheerwany should be set at liberty. The
King, however, retusing to accede to these terms,
sent orders to Duria Khan Lohany, governor of
Behar, to Nuscer Khan Lohany, the collector of
Ghazypoor, and to Sheikhzada Mahomed Fir-
mully, the governor of Qude, to advance against
the rebels, who very imprudently permitted thems-
selves to be amused till these armies united, when
they were compelled cither to ly or to fight on
uncqual terms. They resolved on the latter abe
ternative, and accordingly drew up in order of
battle, Urged by despair, they tought  bravely,
sl were on the point of defeating the rovalists, |
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Lody, at Lahore. Dowlut Khan, seeing no safety
for his family, revolted from the King, and solicited
Babur, the Mogul prince who then reigned in
Kabul, to attempt the conquest of Hindoostan. The
invasion of Babur was preceded by the arrival in
India of the Prince Alla-ood-Deen, who had fled
from his brother Ibrahim Lody, and was then re-
siding at Kabul. Dowlut Khan supporting him, as
a cloak to his own plans, reduced all the country
as far south as Dehly ; and the Prince Alla-ood-
Deen being joined by many officers of distinction,
he found himself at the head of an army of 40,000
horse, with which he proceeded to invest Dehly.
Ibrahim resolved to oppose him; but when
within six coss (twelve miles) of the Prince’s army,
Ibrahim’s camp was surprised in the night, and,
after a tumultuous conflict which lasted till day-
light, Ibrahim found himself deserted by most of
his officers, who joined Alla-ood-Deen. Observing,
however, in the morning, that the troops of Alla-
ood-Deen were dispersed in plundering, 1brahim
rallied his soldiers, and, collecting the greater
part of his elephants, returned to the attack, and
expelled his brother and rival from the field with
considerable slaughter. Ibrahim now entered
Dechly in triumph ; and the Prince Alla-ood-Deen,
seeing no hopes of reducing the place, retreated to
the Punjab.
Affairs remained in this state till the
A ;’:_':b yvear 932, when Zuheer-ood-Deen Ma-
homed Babur marched against lbrahim
Lody, as will be hereatter shown; and a san.
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