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anything like organised attack, they would be insignificant in
every way, while they can be easily coerced either from the Jadrin
highlands or from the Upper Kurram.

The Zaimukhts, on the other hand, are stalwart highlanders;
physically fine-looking, powerful men, comparing in this respect
very favourably with the Turis adjoining. Sunis in creed and
Sémil in politics, there is no great love lost between them and
either Turis or Bangash, but their relations with both are peaceful,
compared to the quarrel between their own two chief sections.
These number about 2,000 fight'ng men each; and afford a good
instance of a tribal feud, which, beginning about the possession of
a village commanding a small stream, has lasted for forty ycars—
so bitterly that, to a great extent, it has prevented the development
of what is paturally a fertile country. Roughly speaking, a
triangle drawn between the towns of Hangu, along the Miranzai
Valley to Thal, and thence by the Kurram to Ibrahimzai, with
the Zawaghar hills for a base, would include the whole of the
Zaimukht country. The hills along the base of the triangle, which
separates them from the Orakzais, rises in places to a height
exceeding 9,000 feet, and up among the higher glens in the centre
is a collection of hamlets called Zawo, the chief stronghold of the
tribe, by them considcred impregnable ; until, to punish them for
their raids on our lines of communications already referred to,
General Tytler went there in 1879, and occupied not only Zawo,
but the ridge above, destroying the settlements of one section.
The principal Zaimukht villages, often pleasantly situated among
terraced fields, lie up among the precipitous and rocky spurs—the
peaks and ridges that are thrown off this part of the Sufed Koh
Range, are as a rule here somewhat barren of timber, save a
few stunted oak and wild olive. In the glens and valleys water
is plentiful, and but for the feuds of the people, the country
would possess great possibilities for cultivation and development.

Before going on to the more powerful mountaineers who hold
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British territory; others but slightly so; and reprisals are not
easy. One, the Daulatzai, has committed many acts of hostility ;
and against the Bizoti and Rubia Khel clans special expeditions
have been undertaken, while some of the most numerous . have so
far never given any scrious trouble. Any relations with them
as & body would hardly be possible, and probably nothing, unless
it were lust of plunder or batred of the infidel, would unite
together the different elements that go to make up a fighting
strength estimated at over 25,000 men. As a body, though not
such fine men as the Afridis, they are robust, wiry-looking
mountaineers ; and though opinions differ as to their martial
qualities, they admittedly shoot very straight. It is more than
doubtful if by descent they aro Pathiins; but if not better, they
are probably not much worse than their neighbours in the Pathin
qualities of deceit, avarice, and cruelty. Macgregor says “ there
is no doubt that, like other Pathéns, they would not shrink from
any falsechood, however atrocious, to gain an end. Money could
buy their services for the foulest deed; cruelty of the most
revolting kind would mark their actions to a wounded or help-
less foe, as much as cowardice would stamp them against deter-
mined resistance.” On the other hand it must not be forgotten
that they have been embittered by centuries of bitter religious
feuds and the influence of funatical teachers; they have never had
a Government of any decent sort, its place being supplied by
superstition ; and they do not understand our theory of tolerance
or non-interference. They are certainly not worse than the Afridi
—to whom these crimes are second nature, but who under a
tight hand is transformed into a soldier ranking with the best
in our native army. What we call “ wonderful forbearance,” to
these people is a mere excuse for further misbehaviour, while
prompt punishment has a magical effect in pulling up the worst
conducted. What they would understand, and in time appreciate,
would be a strong government; and once brought under this,
M 2
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by Afridis; the other three, and the smaller ones that open into
them, by Orakzais, many of whose tribes and clans vary their
quarters every summer and winter, coming down with their flocks
into the low hills, and often into British territory, during the
latter season. All arc more or less shut in by wild and pre-
cipitous hills, the crests often covered with magnificent oak and
pine forests ; especially is this the case on our immediate border.
The Zawaghar and the Sammanoghar, which bound the Khanki
Valley on the Miranzai side, rise over 9,000 and 7,000 feet
respectively. The Muzzeoghar, which separates this from the
Southern Bira, is over 8000 feet and rises 5000 directly above
the Khanki River below it. To say that they are difficult of
access i8 to use a somewhat weak figure of speech. The Ublin
Pass—a strong position six miles from Kohit, and the scene of
one or two affairs against the Bizoti clan—is over 4000 feet
high, while below, the Southern Béra sweeps round the basz of
Mulloghar, a spur 7,000 feet high, almost directly opposite. A
situation it would hardly be necessary to have three hundred
Spartans to make a Thermopyle of. There are two or three passes
or paths further on, practicable for very little beyond laden oxen,
but when crossed, the real difficulties of advance would only be
beginning : for the main valleys are split up into a succession
of rich, fertile basins; by bold, rugged spurs, which here and
there form “waists,” affording splendid natural defences and
proportionately formidable obstacles to the passage of troops.
On the opposite side the approaches are through the Afridi
territory.

Higher up, these valleys broaden out and become extensive,
almost open highlands; the Kurmirna Valley is estimated as a
basin of nearly 200 square miles; frequently terraced into a
succession of fields, and dotted with hamlets and towers. Well
wooded, abundantly watered, producing in plenty apples, pears,
grapes, and most fruits, a variety of vegetables and excellent






CHAPTER XIX.
A PATHAN SURPRISE.

IN “Piffer”! parlance “the tribes were out,” and this in a
frontier station always meant some additional excitement. Al-
though thc sentries had been doubled—no officer’s verandah was
without one or two, and patrol parties moved promiscuously about
with buckshot cartridges handy—there was always the off chance
of a wily Pathin getting a snap shot at any one going home from
mess. The walls of Kohit Fort were the subject of constant
attention on the part of certain tribesmen, who seemed to spend
their evenings in long range practising at any exposed part, and
must have remained with a perpetual bead drawn on the opposite
embrasures, in the hopes of eventually catching an unwary passer by.
Outside of the cantonment limits no road was safe without an escort,
and travellers had to keep a pretty smart look-out when passing
outlying hills. The trouble was mainly with the Orakzais, some
of whose clans had taken to frequent raiding on the country ad-
Joining their border. The adjacent villages were pretty constantly
fired on, and although the raiders bolted as soon as they were
attacked in turn, it wus seldom before one or two of the villagers
had been killed or wounded. Unprotected cattle were, as a matter

1 A word compounded from the initial lotters of the old Punjib Irregular Frontier
Force.
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part of good-natured friends; they were ready to ride with the
hounds, but not to assist in catching the hare, and resisted all the
efforts made to induce them to coerce the refractory Bizotis. An
expedition requires much more than a good reason, it needs the
sanction of Government to the probable expenditure of a lot of
money, and the possible loss of many lives—it might easily cost a
lot of lives—to rush the Ublin Kotil. Still it was evidently
necessary to adopt some more active and potent measures than the
blockade, and as it was already February, anything to be done
must be done promptly. Delay would have meant indefinite post-
ponement. The Deputy Commissioner and the commanding
officer, therefore, determined to try, and cast about to frame a
scheme to surprise the Bizotis; and so well did they keep the
secret, that, until the whole train was laid, it was not suspected
even by the garrison.

It was arranged that on a certain day a force should move out
from Peshawar, a part towards the Aka Khel country, and so
attract the attention of the tribes to possibilities in that direction ;
the remainder into the Kohiit Pass, and create some little diversion
" there. At the same time the pass Afridis were brought into
Kohiit to discuss business, which they found necessitated their re-
maining a few days to settle; so that if suspicion was aroused, it
was all in the direction of the Afridis and the pass. Finally
the commanders of regiments in Kohéit received confidential
instructions, and one night, towards the end of February, they all
came to dine at the garrison mess, and play a little quiet rubber
after dinner. Just before midnight the officer commanding the
artillery was directed to proceed to the fort and get the
mountain battery ready for service; half an hour later the men
were to be warned. At the same time two regiments of native
infantry were paraded, and at one o'clock, a third—all without a
single bugle sound. Meanwhile, a regiment of Punjib cavalry
had quietly formed a cordon round the town, and prevented any
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ment ; it was to them a genuine “ Pathdn surprise,” and there isno
doubt all the tribes round envied such a stroke of luck, and
appreciated it more than if a big expedition had been successfully
undertaken against them. The effect, at any rate, was equally
great. By the end of March, their jirgahs! had come in and
agreed to pay a fine of Rs. 1,200, to give nine of their principal
headmen as hostages fur future good behaviour, and had laid down
their swords at the feet of the Deputy Commissioner, a young man
whose name was Cavagoari. The tribes were quiet again.

1 Tribal Councils,



CHAPTER XX.
KOHAT AND THE FRONTIER FORCE.

A PICTURESQUE town among water-courses and wheat fields,
orchards and shallow pebbly streams, with ranges of blue hills
for a background. To the east the rugged mountains of the
equally rugged Jawiki Afridis. Rising steep up, almost close
behind the Kctdl, over which the pass leads through the Gallai
Afridi country to Peshawur, and the steeper Ublin pass to the
still more lofty peaks of Mulloghar. Westward the Orakzai hills
and the rich Miranzai Valley, seldom without a breeze to temper
the fierce heats of summer, at times so sharp and biting as to have
made the hangwu, famous as the very coldest breeze along the Border.
More to the south rises Mir Khwaili covered with wild olive, and
the range round which the Toi river works through a fertile strip
of cultivation towards the Indus. The foreground dotted with
mulberry groves and gardens, or a group of walnuts and Indian
fig-trees, marks some more than usually famous shrine, like Haji
Bahidur, to which the Border Pathin resorts when he wishes to
take an exceptionally sacred oath, one more binding than any
court could ever extract fromn him. Such is Kohdt—an oasis in a
district, bare, barren, and stony more than most.

Alongside the town is the Fort, practically within rifle-shot of
the Border line, the exact range of spots where any careless member
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of the garrison might for a moment expose himself, well known
to the tribesmen, who have had opportunities for the most ex-
tended practice. Not far from this, the cantonments with two or
three regiments of infantry, one of cavalry, one mountain and one
garrison battery, a total force probably amounting to 3,500 men,
belonging entirely to the Frontier force, the “Piffers” as they are
called in the Punjib. Trim little houses, with trim, but very
little gardens, for there is not much scope for gardening where
sentries have to patrol nightly, keeping a watchful eye on the flower
pots, and anything as big as a gooseberry bush may afford shelter
to a trans-border scoundrel, intent on plunder. A little church, an
assembly room, convertible for either ball or theatricals, a library,
racket-courts, tennis-courts, cricket-ground, polo and racecourse,
also convertible. All within a ring fence, so that society can take
its exercise, or its afternoon tea, enjoy its band or its last novel
from Mudie’s; cultivate Terpsichore or Melpomene, without going
beyond the range of the mess; that garrison mess whose hospitable
doors are open to every one duty or pleasure carries in its direction.
It is not the fortune of every one to be a resident, but the
veriest wayfarer is not permitted to be a stranger. No strangers
are possible within the gates of the Kohdt garrison. And
Kohit is only a sample of every one manned by the Piffers, from
Hoti-Mardin to Rijanpore. If hospitality is a reputed characteristic
of the Border people, it is the first and most scrupulously observed
regulation of the Border garrisons.

But the garrison will do more than entertain the traveller,
they will furnish him with an escort, and surround him with the
best of sentries. And in many parts he is liable to want both
badly, for ruffians on the other side of the line allow no traditions
of hospitality to interfere with business. They may not take his
life—it is not profitable to kill a sahib—there is more fuss about
the one English Kdfir than the ninety and nine self-righteous
Pathins ; but they will not willingly leave any of his property
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average Piffer sentry is far more discerning than to shoot a sahib,
but the guest may possibly get a tip, “not to let his servants
stray too far about the place to-night, as a couple of patrol
parties are starting at dark to cruise about in search of suspected
raiders, thought likely to visit the lines.” The raider for his part
would “snipe” the sentry who came at all in his way, with a
light heart, and so the latter takes the best means he can to get
first shot.

What the sentry does to protect the unit, the Piffers as a body
do for the Border, or a good part of it. With the exception of
Peshawur and Quetta, they garrison India’s most important
outposts, are the advance guard of its army. In every sense they
are a Border force, recruited almost entirely from Border people.
Sikhs, Gurkhas, Punjibi Muhammadans, Afghans, a few Biloches,
and a large proportion from the Pathin tribes on the other side
of the line. The Queen’s Own Corps of Guides, for instance, a
splendid body of both infantry and cavalry, with permanent head-
quarters at Hoti Mardan, in the Peshawur Valley, includes among
its ranks picked trans-border men from all parts, familiar with
most of the country and the passes, between the Indus and Kabul.
Tribes against whom we have, at one time or other, had to
undertake expeditions, and with whose fellow clansmen we
might at any time have a burst again.

In countries where patriotism is exalted as a primary virtue,
the policy of enlisting men, whose duties might involve the carry-
ing of fire and sword into their fatherland; who might have
to march against their own kith and kin, or watch their own
village being fired, would be doubted. The Pathin Piffer, if
he has read Dr. Johnson, would probably agree in considering
patriotism that declined this, “ the last refuge of a scoundrel.”
Perhaps also he has an opinion in the matter of being “ faithful
to his salt,” or a strong sense of military honour, but in the
Frontier force, the policy has always been found to work admir-
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officer, whose father was on the hill to be attacked, urged his
commanding officer to get blood spilt between the troops and the
Ghizis before nightfall, so as to stop any feeling of sympathy that
might arise.

That before he enters our service, he may have raided our
villages, stolen our horses, shot our sentries, or fought stubbornly
against us, does not make him any the less valuable when he comes
over to our side. Contrariwise, on the plan of setting a thief to
catch a thief, or turning a poacher inside out to make a game-
keeper, a desperate foe sometimes makes a most useful Border
soldier. Not only does the Piffer officer feel that joy in meeting
a foeman worthy of his steel, he sees in him a possibly fine recruit.
While the fight raged fiercest at Ali Musjid, a band of horsemen
in the Amir's service came under the full fire of the Guides
infantry, and suffered so heavily that they had to retreat. But
there came back one Pathin, and shouted defiance while he took
the fire of half a regiment. Somehow he was not hit, but he was
promptly marked by the eye of the colonel, who took the first
opportunity to enlist, and turn him into as good a Guide as the
best. Mr. Rudyard Kipling makes a capital ballad out of another
Guide recruit, whose father, a well-known Border outlaw, lifted the
colonel’s mare, but spared the life of the son, who pursued him to
his lair, from whence the Borderer sent back his own son to be a
trooper in the regiment, to swear on the bread and salt, to guard
the boy with his life, and to harry the old man’s hold if such
should be the need.

One thing he does not give up, but brings with him to his regi-
ment, keeps through his service, must have leave to look after, will
resign promotion to gratify, and looks forward to retiring to
thoroughly enjoy—and that is—his cherished feud. If he has not
got one when he joins, he may inherit one, which may become just
as binding, though it concerns people he has not seen for years,

and bardly knew when he left home. In India, the white man
N
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our troops, against the combined tribes at Ambeyla and the second
Black Mountain expedition ; accompanied the Foisyth Mission to
Kashgir ; but finally cut his name to carry out a feud. The path
was open to him to high honour and distinction, but he stood out,
and to an inquiring officer, he said, “I never knew what real happi-
ness was, until I had taken this tower, and could send a bullet
after my enemy whenever he ventured to show his face.” Unless
that enemy is dead, the ex-Guides-man probably watches for him
still. From the regimental records of the Piffers could be extracted
volumes of such stories, records of the most gallant deeds performed
by the men whom the law as we understand it would have un-
doubtedly hanged for murder. We hold “one murder makes a
villain, millions a hero ;” the Pathin is not casuist enough to see
the difference. For him it is not numbers, but fancied obligation,
that “sanctifies the crime.” One more, quite modern instance,
which gives characteristically enough, murder from the Pathfn
soldier’s point of view, must suffice.

“ Riding from Bannu,” says the narrator, “ just before reaching the
outpost in which was my camp for the day, I overtook a parti-
cularly good-looking, upstanding Pathin, from his smartness
and salute evidently a soldier, but with no uniform, and a
manner that looked an unmistakable grievance. A handsome,
almost a pleasant-facel man, who evidently seemed to have
something to say, so I asked him of his welfare, and in return
he told me his story. ‘The other day,’ he said, ‘I was a Jemadar,
in the 1st Punjab Infantry, a regiment that to me was every-
thing. I have served in it for fifteen years; I was with it all
through the Afghin campaign, and along all this frontier. There
has never been anything agaiust me. I liked my officers, and
looked to be made Subadar. Recently some urgent family busi-
ness '—he alluded to the family business in so delicate a way, it
might have related to the birth of a baby, instead of the death

of an enemy—* compelled me to take leave and go home to
N 2






KOHAT AND THE FRONTIER FORCE., 181

in proportion, though as his name implies, he is not to kill, but
to catch the offender, and bring him in alive for the law to deal
with, His inclination would of course naturally be to utilize
his superior talents and weapons to prosecute little wars or feuds
of his own, but this disposition has been sternly, and in the main
successfully repressed, so far as our territory is concerned.
He is not a soldier in that he is not trained as one, but he has
a very intimate knowledge of the countryand of the movements
of his friends on the other side, with whom he manages to spend
not a little of his time, and he furnishes capital material out
of which soldiers could be made.

Excluding these, and the tribal levies, the Frontier Force is
approximately some 15,000 strong! commanded by a brigadier
general, up to a few years ago under the immediate orders of
the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjib, but now directly under the
Commander-in-Chief. Every regiment keeps up its own carriage,
organizes its own transports and commissariat, and is ready to start
for active service at a moment’s notice. An emergency that neces-
sitated a council of war in Kohit or similar garrison, would within a
few hours see infantry, cavalry, and artillery marching out prepared
for a campaign. There is probably no more mobile force possessed
by any power, no soldier of whom that power might be more proud.

The progress of events that have necessarily to some extent
modified the organization of the force, will probably entail some
further changes in the not distant future. Though it still
retains its distinctive character, it has by passing under the
orders of the Commander-in-Chief, become essentially a part
of the Indian army. With the extension of the Quetta posi-
tion and a more or less general moving forward, it can hardly
remain a local and also a Border force. Rijanpore and Dera

! The Frontier Force at present consists of four regiments of Punjéb Cavalry ;
the Corps of Guides, Cavalry, Infantry, to which screw guns are to be added ; four
Mountain Batteries; one Garrison Battery ; four regiments of Sikh Infantry ; five
regiments of Punjdb Infantry ; two Battalions of Gurkhas,






CHAPTER XXI.
AFRIDIS AND THE KOHAT PASS.

WHBAT is true of the Orakzais and their country to a great extent
applies to the adjoining Afridis, the next great group of tribes
occupying the Sufed Koh Range, and our neighbours for upwards
of ninety miles along the Border in the Koh&t and Peshawur
districts. A still finer race, they are equally numerous—certainly
over, 26,000 fighting men—more than most others important,
inasmuch as they hold possession of the Kohat and Khaiber Passes,
and, for the purposes of defence, their positions are nearly inac-
cessible. Classed among the most lawless and savage of Pathfins,
but, at the same time, the bravest, most open in manner, and most
treacherous, the Afridi is perhaps the Pathfin whose manliness and
manner most strongly prejudice Englishmen in his favour. The
frontier highlander of whom we hear oftenest, who is the hero of so
many characteristic stories, and about whom it is very difficult to
write, save in a series of contradictions, is in appearance a lithe
muscular man, with a rather fair complexion, high nose and cheek
bones, frequently associated with a not unhandsome face; a self-
possessed, independent, and almost courteous manner ; as Macgregor
—himself a distinguished kinsman of Rob Roy, and no bad judge
—describes him, “a fine, tall, athletic highlander, whose springy
steps, even in traversing the dusty streets of Peshawur, at once
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denotes his mountain origin ;” but, as the same authority continues,
“ a ruthless, cowardly robber—a cold-blooded treacherous murderer ;
brought up from his earliest childhood amid scenes of appalling
treachery and merciless revenge, nothing has changed him; as he
has lived—a shameless, cruel savage—so he dies. And it would
seem that, notwithstanding his long intercourse with us, and the
fact that large numbers have been and are in our service, and must
have learnt in some way what faith, justice, and mercy mean, yet
the Afridi is no better than in the days of his father.” Both
estimates are perhaps somewhat extreme. He is not so tall and
fine as some of the Khattaks and Yusafzais; and in Peshawur he
might almost pass for a righteous man. Hospitality is one of his
virtues, and more than most things wins his heart. Stories are
told of his sacrificing his life for his guest, and equally of his plots
to take that guest’s life so soon as the latter is outside his lands, or
has passed beyond the shelter of his roof. Not a few of his feuds
are about women, yet he is credited with small regard for the
sanctity of marriage rights. “Frequent cases,” writes Mackeson,
“occur of an Afridi in good circumstances marrying first a good-
looking girl, but as times get harder exchanging her for one of
fewer personal attractions and so much cash.” Nothing but blood
can wash out an insinuation about his honour, but his “ women are
willingly offered to the embraces of those who can afford to pay for
the indulgence.”

Eminently a “ professing” Muhammadan, and strict observer of
the precepts of the Korin, he has really little religion of any sort,
and has small reverence even for the Mullahs. “As to the
Orakzais,” says the Khattak poet Khushhil—

They are altogether from orthodoxy astray.
No call of Muwazzin is to be heard in Tirah,
And the Afridis, than those erring ones more heretical still,
Neither say prayers over the dead, nor Mullahs have they,
Nor alms, nor offerings, nor the fear of God in their hearts.”

The confiding priests who ventured into Afridi land fared so badly

Ve
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it was never popular with the Muhammadan clergy, and is somewhat
a dangerous place still. Among unfaithful Path@ns, the “ faithless-
ness” of an Afridi is notorious. Nothing is perhaps so dearto a
fanatical Pathin as a plentiful supply of ziydrats, or sacred shrines to
martyrs and saints; a heap of stones raised over a ghdzi who has
murdered an English &dfir will serve the Pathn purpose equally as
well as a Westminster Abbey or a City Temple. But Afridi land
is strangely deficient in this respect. At one time, according to
Bellew, there was not such a thing as a 2iydra¢ in the whole
country ; and he tells a good story of the way the Afridi managed
to remedy this. Through very shame the tribes had been driven
by their more orthodox neighbours to entice a zealous Mullah from
Peshawur to come and minister to them. Once installed, the priest
naturally wanted some place to set up his altar—his Beth-el '—
dilating on the necessity for the establishment of 2iydrats, and the
advantages to be derived from the contributions and offerings
pilgrims would bring who came to worship. This was enough for
the Afridi, avaricious at any time, here was a fresh prospect of gain
opened out. What was easier than to have a ziydrat; and who
more suitable as a martyr for the faith than the venerable priest ?
So the Mullah was forthwith sacrificed, and the first ziydrat in
Tirah was raised over his remains.

On another occasion a Mullah was caught copying the Korén.
“You tell us these books come from God, and here you are making
them ycurself. It is not good for a Mullah to tell lies,” so the
indignant Afridis made another ziydrat for him.,

As in morals and religion, their politics and pleasures are hardly
less anomalous. The most democratic and disunited people among
themselves, uncontrolled, and often uncontrollable even by their
own chiefs, all the clans have uniformly joined in hostility to us
whenever opportunity offered; still more so to everything con-
nected with Kibul, whose Amirs, instead of levying tribute, have

1 ““The place of God.”
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railway, is 200 miles, by road suitable for marching with all arms,
150 miles. Two clans of the Adam Khels are the keepers of the
pass, and however good may be the arrangements for keeping it
open, there is no disputing the fact that the whole arrangements,
in regard to a most important section of our main frontier line of
communications is in the hands of a lawless and uncertain tribe,
who have in the past, and may at any time in the future, give
infinite trouble; who, if they could not absolutely close it against
us, could occupy the attention of a large force, at a critical time,
when it is possible such a force could be ill spared. Further,
although we pay a considerable subsidy every year, we are even
now not allowed to make a road, or to remove the boulders that
obstruct the path. Here and there a cultivator runs a plough
across, and a great rock that blocks the way at one point, is a
standing joke. The Afridi chuckles and swaggers about the lakh
of rupees the Government would give to have it moved. The
whole history of our proceedings in regard to this pass is a striking
instance of the unfortunate infirmity of purpose, that, under the
guise of tender feeling for the proud spirit of independence, accepts
auy excuse for avoiding decisive measures. The pass might be
compared to the “direful spring” of innumerable woes, not only to
our frontier troops, but still more to the Afridis themselves—the
cause of most of our complications with the Adam Khels. From the
expedition in 1850 against the Gallais, to the occupation of the
Jowilki country in 1877-78,—which alone was the cause of much
more suffering to them than absolute annexation could have been—
there is a long record of troubles arising out of it. Over and over
again the question of a road, to be made practicable for wheeled
traffic has been taken up only to be dropped again. In 1878, it
formed one of the terms laid down by Lord Lytton at the com-
mencement of operations, and could have been carried out while
we occupied the country, but was put aside to avoid “breaking the
spirit of the tribe;” who, by the way, had just requested their






CHAPTER XXII.
AN AFRIDI FEUD.

A LITTLE more than a mile to the left of the fort of Jamrfid,
before entering the Khaiber, is an insignificant cluster of detached
towers and buildings, known as the village of Jam, belonging to the
Akakhel Afridis. Rfd is simply the Pashtu for river, and here the
stony and generally dry bed of this one forms the Khaiber defile.
The village is by the river; there is a tank with no water, but a
pavilion in it, enjoying a sort of tradition, that Jamshid, the
famous wine-bibbing Persian king, used to sit there—and
during a reign of 700 years, which Firdausi credits him with, he
certainly might have found plenty of time—for quaffing his cup of
Zahar-i-khush, or the “ bewitching poison.” And there is a little
streamlet that waters the village lands, from which the fort is per-
mitted to take its share of a very scanty supply. Otherwise there
i8 nothing noticeable about it. The surroundings are dreary in the
extreme, and the bare rocks and stones look as if they could heat
up toa temperature that would have made the Inferno seem
chilly, and, if the people had anything worth fighting for, it
might be a share in that stream, which indeed scems to be very
much the opinion of the residents of Jam. If it had occurred to
any member of the Viceroy’s staff, dashing past on a recent visit, to
stop and visit Jam, he would probably have bad an Afridi guard of
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Jezailchis told off to go with him, who would have scattered about
ahead, and on either side, looking carefully behind walls and round
corners, as though they expected to flush a brother lying perdu
with a rifle, and it behoved them to do their best in the interests
of sport. He would have been perfectly safe, however, for the
residents of Jam were just then at peace, and in any case would
have had no quarrel with him. But he might have carried back
some curious particulars regarding the domestic life of village com-
munities thereabouts; and though they perhaps might not have
provided an exactly suitable commentary on Lord Dufferin’s con-
gratulatory address to the chiefs, regarding the peace and pros-
perity prevailing on the frontier, they would have furnished him
with an excellent instance of a characteristic Afridi feud.

It began long ago—so long ago, no one could quite remember
how it was started, but all agreed it had lasted generations; and
somehow the water-course always came in. This, a little channel
about eighteen inches wide and half as deep, ran meandering all
through Jam, or rather through the three scattered hamlets that
constituted the village. Four or five hundred yards apart they might
be called north, south, and east divisions of Jam, and their chronic
condition be said to be that of open war on one another, varied by
an occasional truce to enable the ordinary business of life to be
carried on. About three years ago the northern had killed a man
of the southern division, and the eastern had killed a northerner
so that if south and east could only arrange a settlenent matters
were fairly even. But then came the question of improving the
channel to supply the fort, and the division of the remaining
water upset everything again. All three divisions found it neces-
sary to throw up earthworks, so as to approach the stream and
obtain water under cover. Amir Khén, a pensioned Subadir of a
native regiment, and a man of light and leading in North Jam,
constructed a regular shelter trench—sangar—and swore he would
have the life of Khaista Khiin, the chief person in South Jam, and
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every morning sat down with his rific and waited for a chance.
He succeeded in shooting two Southerners, and after many days of
patient waiting, he caught Khaista Khin in an unguarded moment
and broke his thigh with a long shot. The latter now hobbles
round on crutches, and, if the member of the staff understood
Pushtu, Khaista would have been happy to explain the circumstances
in detail, more especially what happened next. This was merely
that Khaista’s party, with the assistance of Akbar Khin, a pro-
minent citizen of East Jam, went one dark night and dug a trench
outflanking Amir Khén’s,—who had unaccountably neglected to
protect himself by a traverse,—and then waited for him. In the
grey dawn Amir Khin took his pipe and his rifle, and sat down in
his trench to watch for any Southerner rash enough to expose him-
self for an early drink. Hardly bad he lit his pipe and adjusted
the sights on his neighbour’s wall, when—* ping, ping "—he was
bowled over by a couple of Snider bullets, and, as Khaista Khan
remarked, went where he could not take his rifle. After this
triumph there was a lull; it was, moreover, necessary to commence
the scason’s ploughing operations—and the Aka Khels are not the
people to allow pleasure to interfere with business. A truce was
declared for six months, which, at the time of His Excellency’s
Peshawur visit, had about two months to run; though preparations
for the rencwal of hostilities were by no means being overlooked.
Amin Khin, the brother of the unlucky Subadar, boasted of having
two field-pieces of long range up in Tirah, which were to be brought
down, and from the tower of North Jam to deal destruction to the
perfidgious Khaista; while the latter was reputed to have a “cannon
of sorts” alrcady in position in his court-yard: and all three
divisions possess many excellent shots, not a few trained in British
service, and have well loopholed walls.

This, however, may be said to be almost a family affair, and it
must not be supposed that similar amenities are not extended to
other villages, A few miles on the opposite side of the road from
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CHAPTER XXIII
THE KHAIBER AND THE KHAIBERIS,

THE best known and most famous road from India to Kabul—
the Khaiber—has been more than any intimately associated with
former invasions of India from Afghinistin. With expeditions,
past and present, Mughal or English, to that country—though to
our troops probably most associated with heat, cholera, fever, and
flies, and consequently more detested, by both British and Native,
than any other bit of trans-border country. Has for centuries been
a trade highway from the markets of Central Asia, Bukhira, and
Kébul, and still, in spite of Amirs and transit dues, sees strings of
camels starting almost daily for Khorasiin, Persia, Turkistin, and
even Russia itself. Is the route about which engineers have
reported, specialists have written the most excellent confidential
memorandums, and a good many others, not specialists, are re-
sponsible for a great deal that is far from excellent—and it may
perhaps be considered too familiar to justify any lengthened notice.
More particularly as the specialists are always, in a strictly con-
fidential way, already so much better informed : while to some of
the “others " nothing could probably be more distasteful than any
accurate information that does not fit in with their own particular
theory. Nevertheless, the notions on which certain of these
theories are built—especially for the home market—are probably
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on Jelalibdd by the Kunar route from Chitril, instead of from
Kibul at all, while, there are several well-known ways of reaching
Chitril, both from the north and south; and, moreover, there are
at least a couple of routes from Badidkhshin, through Kifiristin,
by which it is possible to operate on the north flank. To assume,
therefore, that, in the event of troubles arising, it will be safe to
sit down at Peshawur, and “wait till the clouds roll by,” can only
be compared to the method of the ostrich, who imagines he is safe
when he has hid his head in the sand. It would be obviously a
mistake to be found waiting in the wrong place.

The route through the actual Khaiber defile bas been compared
to a passage between two combs placed with their teeth pointing
inwards—the teeth, which correspond to the spurs of the ranges on
either side, being prevented from quite meeting by two insignificant -
streams flowing, respectively, towards Kiibul and Peshawur, the
shingly beds of which constitute the only possible road. Assuming
the combs to be old and broken ones, the comparison will do very
well ; according as the teeth are sound and approach each other, is
the width of the defile, the intervals between them representing
the drainage from the hills north and south, while here and therc
a larger gap forms a small glen in which may be found a village, or
a practicable road into the Afridi or Mullagori country. In other
places these spurs are so steep and precipitous, as to be impractic-
able from the Pass on one side or the other, occasionally on both.
Thus at Kadam, the real gate—some three miles from Jamrud-—
the hills begin to close in, and the Pass is only some 4350 feet wide ;
a little further and it narrows to 250 feet. Then a few teeth have
been knocked out ; but approaching the spring and mosque of ’Ali,
—the “ Lion of God,”—it has dimirished to forty feet, with slaty
perpendicular cliffs 1,300 feet high on either side, and a fort,
called after the mosque below, stands on an isolated hill com-
manding the road. Another six or seven miles and the Latabeg
Valley has opened to a mile and a half wide, only to close a little
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to be negotiated before the gardens and orchards, the bazaars and
forts of Kébul, can be approached.

Any description of the Kbaiber route—about 170 miles from our
Peshawur frontier to Kibul—naturally sounds formidable; and
though it is admittedly difficult, too much should not be counted
on this. The road was immensely improved by our Engineer
officers during the operations in Afghanistin, and the feasibility of
constructing a railway through to Kiibul was abundantly established.
Such a line would not present the difficulties, or equal the cost of
what has been accomplished in the direction of Kandahir; and its
importance is at least equally great. When it is taken into con-
sideration what it cost us in the way of transport to keep the
present line of communication intact, the 15,000 men that during
the last war had to be detailed for the duty, the endless posts and
forts and commissariat yards, and when it is fully realized what a
foreign occupation of Kibul would mean for India, the railway will
probably be in a fair way to be accepted, as probably the most
pressing of our present frontier requirements ; and the question is
of such vital importance as to demand some separate consideration.
As an outer defence of the approach to India, there is no doubt
that in the hands of scientific defenders the Khaiber could be made
practically as unassailable as the Fortress of Gibraltar. But it is
not in our hands, and until it is, its defence is by no means that
simple business which is too often assumed.

Of the tribes who inhabit the country along this route—
working back from Kibul—the valleys and defiles about Tezin
Jagdalak, and Gundamak, almost to Jelilibdd, are held by Ghilzais,
the Bibakar Khels, Jabbir Khels, and others of the powerful
Suliamin clan. Ever notorious highwaymen, they were specially
distinguished for their unremitting attacks upon Sale’s disorgan-
ized army and defenceless camp-followers during the retreat
from Kibul. They were the persistent opponents of Pollock’s
army of vengeance, the implacable foes of every invader; and yet,
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certain amount of rice and fruits, especially figs and almonds, and
they export silk and wool, but their most congenial occupation was,
and is, pillage. They attacked our forces at Pesh Bolik, in 1841;
they carried off a good share of plunder after the disaster of 1842,
for which they were subsequently punished by a force under
Monteith ; and during our later campaign in Afghinistin, they
caused considerable annoyance along our line of communications,
necessitating several punitive expeditions. They have little more
regard for the property of the present Amir, unless it be
sufficiently safe-guarded. Of the four chief clans, the worst are
the Sangu Khels, short, thick-set men of a proverbially fierce and
headlong courage, who have always enjoyed the most sinister
reputation, and are said to be nearly as good with the stones of
their native hills as with the bullets of more lethal weapons.
At the other end, the Alisherzais, who inhabit the Loargai valley
round about Lundi-Kotal, generally known as the Loargai Shin-
wilris, are largely engaged in the carrying-trade betwcen Peshawur
and Kibul, are cxceedingly well-behaved and give no trouble
whatever.

To the north, down the Kibul River from Jellalabid, including a
strip of land along the right bank, the river itself, until it reaches
our border, and the network of hills and valleys east of Lilpura,
are all within the lands of the various clans of Mohmands, a great
and important tribe to be noticed anon. Occupying a little
corner, between the Kibul River and Jamrfid or near it, and’
between the Shilmiin Valley on the west and our Border on the
east, arc the Mullagoris. Put down as original settlers from the
Mohmands, whose vassals they still practically are, they are not
now classed as either fish, flesh, or good red herring. Neither
Mohmands, Afridis, nor Shinwiris will acknowledge them, and the
latter say they are descended from an illegitimate child found in a
graveyard, who grew up to know something, and originated the
name. Besides being despised by the Shinwiiris, they have a
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revive; after the war of 1878-80 such, undoubtedly, was the
case, but any expansion was summarily checked, and the trade
has since been falling off. Between 1887 and 1889 the total
exports and imports of the Western Border fell from an annual
value of 121 Jakhs of rupces to 95 lakhs, any increase due to
the extension of railways in the Kandahir direction being more
than covered by the diminished trade through the Kbhaiber. Nor
is this to be wondered at; from the Khaiber to Kibul the Amir’s
dues are Rs. 21 per camel load of merchandise, with further dues
at various points, if the journey is continued on to the Oxus. By
the Ghazni route a camel load of piece-goods is mulct of Rs. 26
and one piece out of every forty. The Border trader may there-
fore say with Maréchal Villars—*Defend me from my friends, I
can account for my enemies myself.”



CHAPTER XXIV,
THE KABUL POSITION.

WITHOUT going deeply into vexed strategical questions, it is
perhaps not too much to say that if ever an invasion of India is
attempted from the north-west, one of the first objects of each
contending army will be the possession of Kibul. The great
triangle comprised in the Panjsher, Ghorband, and Paghmén
Valleys, with the command of some of the most important passes
over the Hindu Kush towards Turkistdn and the Oxus, over the
Koh-i-Biba to Bamian and Balkh, or by the Unai Pass to the
Helmand and Girishk, forms probably the strongest natural
position in the whole of Afghanistin. The city itself is the
historical capital of the country, and there is a well-known proverb
that he who holds Kibul holds Afghinistdn. Similarly the
Khaiber is equally the historic route for many of the most
successful advances on India. Whatever, therefore, may be the
fatec of Kibul in the earlier phases of the great campaign of the
future—

““ When the big guns speak to the Khaiber peak,”
it will undoubtedly form, of all the citics now ruled by Abdur
Rahmin, the most important factor for offence or defence : and it
will carry with it a proportionately valuable prestige.

Its importance has, of course, long ago been fully recognised by
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Russia, and for some time, at any rate since the Penjdch affair, the
deduction has been tolerably obvious, that, in the event of any
movement against Afghinistin or India, Russia’s objective is more
likely to be Kédbul than Kandahdr. Assuming that Russia has
already by railway extension linked her garrisons in the Caucasus
and Central Asia proper, and can concentrate troops pretty well
anywhere between Kizil-Arvat and Samrkand, and that a fairly
good line will be completed to Sarakhs, the latter place is still
upwards of 200 miles from Herit. HerAt is again 370 miles from
Kandahir, itself distant 70 more from our outpost at Chaman,
or 640 in all. The route along this line is through a country held
by certain of the most warlike and independent of the Afghin
tribes ; it has but scanty supplies, and it lies open to flank attacks
by way of Persia, Bilochistan, and Kabul. Any force advancing
by it must also count upon meeting a powerful army in an almost
impregnable position at the end of it. On the other hand, from
their base at Jam, near Samrkand, to Kilif on the Oxus, is 230
miles through the Bukhira khanates, quasi-independent, but for
the purposes of an advance practically Russian. From Kilif as a
base, vid Mazir-i-Sharif and either Walishin or Bajgah, and the
Unai Pass, to Kibul is 460 miles, while Kabul is only 170 miles
from Peshawur and India. In this connection it must be noted
that a survey for a line of railway from Samrkand to Kilif has
been ordered, and that the rails are being also laid from Charjui to
Kerki along the left bank of the Oxus. An advance in this direc-
tion would, consequently, be from excellent bases in the Oxus
valley through a country with a fair capacity for food-supply, which
could be largely supplemented from the fertile valleys of the
Zerifshin aud Ferghdna. Transport could be drawn from Buk-
hira, Khokand, and the trans-Oxus country generally; while,
Mazér-i-Sharif once cleared by a successful engagement, there
would be no risk whatever of a flank attack—for a rapid move-
ment upon Herdt would naturally be coincident with the invasion
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practically realised. Russia would by that time have her railway
extensions southward from the main line well advanced, and she
would be within striking distance of Kibul. At this stage, though
the need for an efficient system of railway communication between
India and Kébul would have become more imperative, it would be
somewhat late to set about its commencement. Whether we had
then to go as allies of Afghiinistin or the reverse, we should be
compelled to go and to hold Kabul at all risks. Its possession
would mean the influence of 50,000 fighting men for or against
us. It would mean more, for the occupation of Kibul by the
enemy would involve a loss of prestige that would affect us
throughout India; we should have against us not merely the
Afghiins—certain to ally themselves with the side that appeared
successful—but the bulk of the fighting tribes between them and
India, if not indeed many within our own border. Our power
in that direction for offensive measures would be nil: we should
only be able to act on the defensive, and to wait and see from
which direction the next attack would be delivered.

To reverse the picture: the possibilities of the position for
defence are exceptional. The resources of the country are natur-
ally great; the valleys round Kibul are capable of furnishing a
large amount of excellent supplies, and so is the Jellalibid district ;
and with a railway even to the latter place the whole of the best
part of the northern Punjib could be directly drawn upon for grass
and fodder, men, material and supplies of every kind. It would
in fact be much easicr to maintain a couple of army corps, or
50,000 men in Kébul, than half the number in Kandahir. The
importance of a line of railway through the Khaiber to Jellalibid
and eventually onward to Kibul will hardly be disputed; how
momentous its importance might become, is best realized by those
who have most closely studie.] the position.

There is hothing either as regards the magnitude of the cost, or
the engineering difficulties in construction, that need be considered

P
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as exceptionally formidable. There are at least two, if not three
feasible routes through the hills to the west of Peshawur. (1)
From Jamwrud, to which point a railway was actually sanctioned
and commenced, through the steep cliffs of the Khaiber proper,
knocking out a few more of the rocky teeth here and there, and
over or by partially tunnelling the Lundi Kotal or pass, to Lundi-
Khina. (2) Peshawur, by the plains to Shahgai, through the
Mullagori country by Murdadin, the saddle at Kambayla, and
skirting the Tatara peak by Spol and the Jazeri pass; or from
Yakubi following the Kibul river to the Shulmén valley, whence
cither alternative would work through the Loargi plain to
Lundi Khiina. The latter for part of the length would involve
gradients of 1in 50, and possibly occasional bits as steep as 1 in
33, with perhaps 3,000 to 4,000 yards of tunnelling, along a dis-
tance approximating forty miles from Peshawur. (3) A third, and
possibly better alternative, turning the actual Khaiber pass alto-
guether, would be from Fort Michni, our outpost north of Peshawur,
following the Kitbul river all the way to Dhaka. The distance in this
case would approximate to forty-five miles or less, and the difference
of levels between Michni and Dhaka is known to be little more
than 300 feet. The river no doubt vccasionally runs in very narrow
deep ravines, in places not more than sixty or eighty feet wide ; the
sides are generally steep, occasional places rejoicing in perpendicular
spurs that would have to be negotiated by more or less of cutting.
By thus following the Kitbul river the steep gradients needed to
climb up and down the passes to the south would be avoided ; on
the other hand this route would be somewhat more liable to attack
or interruptions by the Mohmands on the opposite bank, who are
outside our present jurisdiction ; while asalready noticed, under the
Gandamak treaty, the tribal arrangements of the Mullagori country
and the Michni passes, arc equally with the Khaiber, entirely in
our hands, and the railway arrangements would involve no risk of
political or tribal difficultics, So this, by no means the least im-
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portant part of a railway to Kiibul, could be at once begun quite
independently of any existing treaty arrangements with the Amir.

From Lundi-Khfna, or Dhaka, to JellAlibid, and for some dis-
tance beyond, there are no serious physical obstructions to prevent
a railway from being rapidly constructed, with the single exception
of a short bit between Barikiib and ’Ali-Bughéin, which would
require more careful aligning and more time to construct. Beyond
Jellalabiid the location of the line as far as' Gandamak, would not
be difficult. A formidable, but short cutting would be needed
through the Daronta gorge, while a certain amount of rock cutting,
though nothing insurmountable, by Katz-i-Aziz, would bring it up
to the Adrak-Badrak Kotal, not very far from Jagdalak, or to
within fifty miles of Kibul. A three days’ march, with what might
be made a second Chaman in the fertile JellilibAd valley as a
base.

Further again, difficulties undoubtedly become more formidable,
and it is a question if from Jelilibiid, a better alignment would
not be by the Lughmiin Valley, and again by the Kibul river.
There is every reason to believe that a perfectly practicable route
could be obtained in this direction, which in former times was
used for the movement of formidable armies, and is now only
avoided by trading caravans on account of the want of proper
escort.

There is no reason why such a railway to Kabul should be
exceptionally costly. For the greater part of its length the outlay
would not exceed that on ordinary Indian or Russian frontier lines,
and on even the most expensive lengths should not be nearly so
great as similar ones on the Hurnai railway to Quetta.” What
difficulties there are, are mainly political. Would it be possible to
obtain the Amir’s consent, and having his support, to carry out
the work without encountering the serious opposition of the tribes-
men, is really the problem for solution.

Situated as Kibul is, the centre of trade with a great part of
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Central Asia, the majority of the people, the kdfila traders and th
merchants at both ends of the Khaiber route, are fully alive t
railway advantages. There can be no doubt of its importance t
Indian traders, and to English trade with Central Asia v
Afghiinistin, now diminishing as fast as that of Russia is ex
panding. As far as the tribesmen are concerned, there is no reaso:
why the benefits that have come home in so substantial & manne
to the Bilochi, Marri, Kékar, or Kandahiri between Sibi an
Chaman should not in a short time be equally appreciated by th
Afridi, Shinwdri, or Ghilzai between Jamrud and the Koh-i-Dam#
All are particularly fond of rupees, and would soon discover ths
it was better to earn these by some form of labour in connectio
with the railway than by risking their heads for insignificant loc
from the Amir’s kdfilas. The Amir, though generally jealous to

degree of anything savouring of interference with his kingdon
is a shrewd man and not blind to his own interests, political «
commercial. So far as his light goes, though his short-sighte
policy in the matter of prohibitive customs duties—is even maq
than Russian competition—fast killing such trade with India i
remains. A railway to Kdbul would be as much to his benefit 1
ours: it would immensely strengthen his position against ar
Russian encroachment and his hold on the tribes most difficult f
manage. Last year,! while the troubles with Ishik Khin were sti
unsettled, the suggestion that an Indian division should be sent
Jellalabid was the Amir’s own: it is to India that he evident
looks for assistance against all his enemies. Although the mot
of the Indian Government in dealing with him is necessarily festss
lente, there is no reason why the strongest pressure should not I
brought to bear upon him to lower his transit duties, and |
affording more facilities for communication to develop a great
cxtended trade. By failing to do this his own subjects are eqr
sufferers, while a railway would, in the form of greatly increas

1 1888,
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trade, bring to his treasury not only considerable additional
receipts, and enable him to develop many of the mechanical
industries for which he has a taste; but in the event of certain
by no means improbable contingencies, the successful defence of
his Cis-Oxus provinces might to a great extent depend on his
capital being linked in with the railway system of India. If he
objects to intrusion into his territories he may be encouraged to
make the line himself beyond the Khaiber, and be left to enjoy the
pleasure of personal ownership when it is finished. It is quite
possible that, with a little careful handling, he might be brought
to recognise these advantages, or at any rate to accept them as a
necessity of the situation. Meanwhile nothing should be permitted
to delay the construction of the portion of the line either through,
or turning the Khaiber, and in having ready a complete scheme for
the remainder, which events might at any time compel us to carry
out not merely without the Amir’s consent, but in spite of his
opposition.



CHAPTER XXV.

THE PESHAWUR VALLEY OF THE PAST.

The Buddhist Prince 8iddhartha, from Yusafzai.

HowEVER interest-
ing the attempt might
be, it is, for the pre-
sent purpose, unneces-
sary to go back in any
detail to the ancient
history of the Pesha-
wur Valley. A valley
colonized by the first
Aryan patriarchs, the
Gandhira of the early
Hindu, the Pushkala-
vati of the Vishnu
Purina ; that boasted
a populous city in
Alexander’s day, und
under his successors
became the centre of
an important Greeco-
Bactrian  kingdom.
That figures in San-
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skrit, Chinese, Greek, and Arabic literature; was described by
Strabo, Ptolemy, and Arrian in the first and second centuries ;
whose Buddhist Stupas were famous when the valley was visited
by Fa-Hian in the fifth, Sung-yun in the sixth, and Hwen-thsang
in the seventh; was the subject of long notices by the :Arab.
geographers, Masaudi, and Abu Rihan in.the tenth and eleventh,
and by the Mughal Bérber in the sixteenth. Where the Chan-
drivans, or Lunar race of tradition were succeeded—by how many
intermediate stages we do not know—by the people who held it
against Alexander, and whom he calls Asaceni; where, on the
rocks, the great Buddhist king Asoka cut his edicts over 2,000
years ago, in mystic characters, a puzzle to Hindu, Muham-
madan, and Sikh, not altogether deciphered yet. And where
since then successive dynasties have flourished, through a series
of Brahmins like Pushpamitra, Greco-Bactrians like Eucratides
or Menander, Scythians like Kadphises or Kanerki, Buddhists
again, and again Hindus, Mubammadans, Sikhs, down to the
present excellent one of the British Deputy Commissioncrs,

But to arrive at any clear idea of the relations of the tribes that
arc now located in the valley, or that wonderful semicircle of hills
round it, some short notice of their past connection and how they
got there seems desirable. The first appearance upon the scene of
the Pathéins was towards the close of the seventh or beginning of
the eighth century, then described as forcing a Hindu Rijah of
Lahore to cede to them the Kobistén, or hills west of the Indus and
south of the Kibul River, in which localities they may probably
represent a part of the original stock of Bangash, Orakzais, Afridis,
and Shinwiris already noticed. These, most likely aggressive
Afghins from Ghor, joined with Gakkars from the Salt Range,
were to hold their lands conditionally on their guarding the
frontier. The Peshawur Valley and hills beyond were then
occupicd with tribes affiliated with India. Those of Swét are
credited with sending a contingent to the assistance of the Chittore
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Rajputs early in the ninth century ; when Peshawur is bracketed
with Lahore and Kangra under one Anunga, a chief of Delhi. But
the invasions of the Ghaznavis, Subaktagin, and Mahmud, not
merely proved a deathblow to the power of the Hindus in northern
India; they changed the whole aspect of affairs in the valley.
After the final defeat of Jaipal at Naushera in 1001, and Anung
Pal at Peshawur in 1008, Mahmud dealt out summary punishment
to the tribes who had in any way assisted the enemy—possibly
Pathiin, but probably in few cases Muhammadan—insisted on their
wholesale couversion to the faith of Islim, and proceeded to harry
the country generally. In his subsequent invasions he made
Peshawur the place of arms for his army, which valley and
surrounding hills consequently reccived his special attention in this
respect.  However civilized and populous it may have been before,
his continuous invasions left it, as Bellew says, a deserted wilderness
the haunt of the tiger and rhinoceros, only occasionally visited for
the sake of pasture by the shepherd tribes accustomed to roam
about the neighbouring countries. “By these it was gradually
repeopled and cultivated in scattered spots, till, in time, other
tribes of cultivators came in and settled over the plain, much as
they are at the present time. The country, however, has never
properly recovered its former condition of prosperity. Wretched
mud hovels stand on the ruins of former towns and cities,
the buildings of which are still in many places traceable by
the remains of massive stone walls.” Mahmud slipped his dogs
of war in the eleventh century, and such was the effects of
the “havoc” they created, that Bérber in the sixtcenth recounts
the pleasure taken by his followers in hunting the rhinoceros
there.

One of the first of these tribes of the fresh settlers was the
Dalazik, doubtful Pathins to start with, and who by intermarriage
and adoption of many of the customs of the *unconverted,”
speedily lost any national characteristics they may have had. To
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the Afghin of to-day they are little better than Kdfirs! but while
Ghazuavi gave place to Ghor, and Ghor to Mughal, the Dalaziks
seem to have held possession of the entire Valley. Meanwhile two
important Pathin divisions—the Khakhai and Ghoria Khel, so
called from two brothers, whilom credited with settling at
Kandahir—had increased and multiplied, and the former, accom-
panied by the Usmin Khel and Mudammadzai tribes belonging to
other divisions, sought fresh fields, and established themselves at
Kibul. When Timour invaded India in 1397, the Khakhai had
acquired considerable importance, and became numerous enough
to divide into clans called Yusafzais, Gigidnis, and Turkilinis. At
Kibul they waxed fat and kicked, and were even then notorious
for their turbulence ard feuds, and for a preference for their
neighbour’s cattle. First useful to Ulugh Beg, Timour’s grandson,
to establish himself as ruler at Kibul in 1470, he eventually found
them more than he could manage, so took the first opportunity to
entrap and slay some seventy of their head-men, sparing the
remainder on condition the whole tribe cleared out of Kabul.
They did so, and moved on first to Bisiul, Jelilibad, then called
Adinapura, and Laghmén. Shortly after the Yusafzais, Muham-
madzais, and Gigiinis advanced another stage, and came through
by the Tartira route to the Peshawur plain, and begged from the
Dalaziiks permission to occupy lands in the Dodba. Having thus
gained a footing, they commenced their old habits of cattle-lifting,
charging their Dalazik neighbours with the same offence.
Breaches of faith soon brought about a war; a great battle was
fought on the Swit River, in which the Dalaziks were routed with
great slaughter and many fled across the Indus, leaving the
aggressors to divide the spoil. The Gigidnis took as their portion
the fertile, well-wooded Doiba—the “land of two waters”—
between the Kibul and Swit Rivers; to the Muhammadzais, or
Muhamandzais, was assigned Hastnagar, “ the country of the eight
2 Infidels,
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cities,” a strip about thirteen miles wide, west of the Swéat River;
and to the Yusafzais, and their great offshoot the Mandanrs, the
remainder of the country north of the Kabul River, an open plain
or maira broken with ravines and studded with mounds that
mark the habitations of bygone peoples. The Usman Khelsshortly
after obtained a place in the hills about the Swat River; the
Turkolinis remaining partly in Laghman, and partly effecting a
settlement in Bijaur, ousting a chief who, like the ruler of Swat,
called himself Sultin. The descendants of all five divisions may
be said to retain pretty much the positions their forbears then
appropriated in this summary way.

Not very long after, the Yusufzais extended their conquest to
Swit. Advancing to the foot of the hills, they surprised the
Switis by a ruse, and obtained possession of the lower valley.
Towards the end of the fifteenth century they added Buneyr and
Chamlah, and about the end of the sixteenth separated into two
great divisions; the first known by the general name Yusafzai, and
the second Mandanzai after Yusaf’s nephew—the former finally
locating themselves mainly in Dir, Swit, Buneyr, and the Upper
Indus hills; the latter in the Yusafzai plain and the valleys
between Buneyr and the Indus. Roughly speaking, and excepting
one little corner, the whole country, both within and without the
existing border, from the Swit River to the Indus, came into the
possession of one tribe or other of the great Yusafzai family, and
except among themselves, the name of the superior division still
covers the whole. The aboriginal Switis, once a powerful nation,
that Elphinstone thinks extended from the Jhelam to Jelalabad,
were forced eastwards over the Indus, where they took possession
of the bit of country adjoining the Hazira Valley, now occupied
by their descendants. Those who remained were either reduced
to servitude, or subsequently emigrated under the leadership of a
famous saint, and the Swiiti tribe have now no connection with the
country or the inhabitants of the Swit Valley. The small corner
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above excepted, includes the southern slope of the Méhéiban
Mountain in the south-east of the Peshawur Valley and a bit of
Hazira, and is the home of the Jaduns or Gaduns, a people quite
distinct from the Yusafzais, who had a little, though somewhat
doubtful, history to themselves.

By and by, the Ghoria Khels, comprising the divisions known
as the Mohmands, Khalils, and Daudzais, followed their friends
from Afghfnistin, and took possession of Bésiul, Jelalibad, and
Laghmin; the Mohmands beginning to occupy the hills between
Lilpura and Peshawur, where they or their kinsmen are still. In
1504 Barber acquired the sovereignty of Kibul and Ghazni, and
in the following year made an extensive frontier tour, coming by
the Khaiber Pass to Peshawur, going along the whole Border,
returning by the Sakhi Sarwar Pass and the Bori Valley to Ghazni.
At this period the Pathin settlers are described as pretty well
established in Laghmin, Kuner, Peshawur, Swit, and Béjaur;
though some of the original occupants still struggled for independ-
ence under their hereditary chiefs. During the next twenty-five
years the Mughal Birber undertook many forays—for most of them
could not be called anything else—to punish the hill Pathéns, or
to protect his own subjects, dispersing the men, carrying off the
women and cattle ; but, as a rule, the tribes were even then fully
able to hold their own. Guided by the Dalaziks, he marched
against Bijaur, carried the fortress of the original Sultin by
escalade, using the new matchlocks, “ which greatly astonished the
enemy ” ; the net result being to extend the power of the Tarklinis.
Discretion, in the case of the “troublesome Yusafzais,” suggested
diplomacy ; he forbore an invasion, but added a Malik’s? daughter
to his harem.

Both his sons—the restless Kamrfin and the patient Hamfiyun—
figure in the history of the valley—the former as a fugitive with
the Ghoria Khels at Pashut ¢n the Kuner River ; the latter as follow-

1 Tiibal chiefs.
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Mohmand, Kbhalil, and Mandanr neighbours, and under a less
settled Government would probably soon extend still further into
the valley. In the case of many of these tribes history not merely
repeats itself, it becomes monotonous. The Khattaks, like the
rest, increased, and have since divided into two divisions; the
first making their head-quarters at Akora on the Kébul River, the
other at Teri in south-west Kohit.

Excluding the Khattaks, the scttlement of the Ghoria Khels
may be said to have practically completed the location of the tribes
that fringe the Peshawur border. Though there have been minor
changes, modifications, and developments, no subsequent immigra-
tion seems to have taken place. And, though during the last
three centuries they figure in history more frequently than those
along other parts of our Border, their position relative to the
ruling powers within it has not changed very much. Their sub-
Jugation was determined on by Akbar, but his control was at best
never more than partial. He lost one famous general—Bir Bal—
who was killed by the Yusafzais, and his force cut up. Even dis-
tinguished leaders like Todar Mal and Raja Min Sing had to
content themselves by taking up positions in the valley and keep-
ing the tribes out of it. Under succeeding Mughals they were
still more independent, and after some years of struggle, Aurangzebe
is found agreeing to terms that were all in favour of the Pathins.
The earlier Durriinis brought them more under control, and, by
inter-marriages, into occasional alliances; yet the hold of Kabul
has since been less than nominal. With the beginning of this
century came the Sikhs, who under Runjeet Sing reduced the
valley to subjection, and the surrounding hills to obedience. Where
previous rulers employed whips, the Sikhs substituted scorpions.
They employed not merely the “ only remedy ” the Pathin under-
stands,—force,—but their force was brutal. When a resisting
village or tribe fell into their hands, their measures were as severe,
and their cruelty as indiscriminate, as the Russians are credited
with dealing out to the unfortunate Turkoméns. There is probably






CHAPTER XXVI

THE PESHAWUR PATHAN OF THE PRESENT.

Peshawur Aftaba and Chilmchi.

THERE are in many
ways, wide differences
between the various
tribes and divisions of
Border Pathins, even
at present, located
round the Peshawur
Valley, and it is per-
haps dangerous to at-
tempt generalizations
that cannot apply to
all.  Still, however
much they may differ
in detail, there is a
decided family like-
ness; and before pass-
ing to notice rival
houses, it may be
worth while to con-
sider a few leading
characteristics, com-
mon to all these East-
ern  Capulets and
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To honour, in the Western sense, he does not attach much
importance, but he has a code of his own which he strictly observes,
and refers to proudly, under the name of Nang-i-Pukhtdng. This
code imposes upon him the necessity of recognizing the right of
asylum, even in the case of his bitterest foe who comes as a sup-
pliant ; the necessity for revenge by retaliation, an eye for an eye,
a tooth for a tooth, or a life for a life; and, almost the most
obligatory of all, open-handed hospitality to all who may demand
it. There are differences of opinion as to the genuineness of this
hospitality. There is often not much to give, the little may be of
a simple kind, and sometimes given to avoid the ridicule and scorn
attaching to the suspicion of being considered a miser, a name of
infinite scorn. But those who know the tribesman best, most
readily credit him with the virtue of good fellowship, and of
sociability among his own people. Festive gatherings are frequent,
the men—for the women have their separate opportunities for
bits of scandal—delight to meet at the shrine of a saint, or the
village guest-house, make a noise and be happy; while a tribal
Malik will entertain as recklessly as the old-fashioned Irish land-
lord, or the Bengal planter, and will get deeply into debt to do it.
Nevertheless the over-zealous traveller would do well to bear in
mind the Abbot’'s maxim—* Who suppes with the Deville should
have a long spoone.”

Bracketed with hospitality, the Pathin puts courage as the
first of virtues; the two have often to do duty for all the others.
He is undoubtedly brave to rashness, sets no value upon life, either
his own or any one else’s. Trained from youth to feats of strength,
endowed with wonderful powers of endurance, he commands the
admiration of most Englishmen. There is a sort of charm about
the better sort, that inclines many people to forget his treacherous
nature, and even his “vice is sometimes by action dignified.”
Equally certain is it his courage is too often of a coarse and brutal
kind. He will meet his enemy, and kill him or be killed, without

Q
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flinching, but he prefers to shoot him from behind, or stab him
while asleep, and will not meet him on equal terms, if it is possible
t> take him at a disadvantage. Moreover, though said to be born
for war, he is notoriously impulsive, and best in attack. If that
fails he is easily disheartened and difficult to bring up again. He
will fight splendidly in his own hills, though a flank attack upsets
him, an'l a suspicion of bzing cut off causes a precipitate retreat.

Peshawur Cooking Bowl and ‘* Long 8poones.”

He is predatory to the last degree. There is not much need to
discriminate between tribes here, and it is no libel to say that
pillage and theft are to many the business of life. The mother's
prayer is that her son may grow up a successful thief; not perhaps
so shocking as it seems, for it is only another form of petition for
daily bread. Another story from the nursery, is of a child who
stabbed his tutor, the latter being implored not to mind it, as it
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was the poor child’s first attempt ; a parable which suggests Punch’s
picture of the Sheffielder on his knees, the bull pup pinning his
cheek, and the child encouraging his father to “ bide it ” if he can, as
it would be the making of the pup. A successful use of the knife is
part of a liberal Pathan education. “Give or I take,” with aknife
at the victim’s throat, is a comparatively modest request. “ Your
money or your life” is the formula of the highwayman in the
West ; the Pathin will take the life first, and the plundered who
is let off with the loss of his purse only, may consider himself
extremely lucky.

His superstition is unlimited—the women worse than the men.
The Mullahs, the Pirs, the disciples, the vagabond “seekers after
wisdom,” are to him all so many St. Peters, who hold the keys of
heaven, and any jargon that sounds like an Arabic verse is
infinitely more terrible than the whistle of an enemy’s bullet; the
“air drawn daggers ” have for him more terrors than the assassin’s
knife. He has the firmest belief in miracles, charms, and omens;
will never pass a shrine without stopping to salaam; can hardly
say a sentence without an “ Inshalla,” or cut a throat without a
prayer; but he will not allow the creed of the Prophet, or the
ordinances of his religion to stand in the way of his business, his
desires, or his passions. “At one moment a saint and the next a
devil ” is a common proverb about him. He is not a believer in
wowman’s rights.  As often as not he purchases his wife, or employs
an agent to select her; but once acquired, she is so much property
in which his honour is invested, and he becomes more suspicious
of her than of anything else. To see her speak to a stranger man
sets him alight, and is sufficient ground for mistrust; a chance
gossip might probably cost her life, and be ample grounds for a
feud against the man. Therefore, elopements are common, every
young blood is bound to establish his reputation by an intrigue,
and rumour credits the wives with exceptional willingness to risk
having their throats cut.

Q2
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almost a worse feature. Public opinion is mostly in favour of
screening the murderer. The discovery of the offender is.almost
impossible, if the influential men do not wish it, and they seldom
do, while wilfully false accusations against innocent persons,
supported by fabricated evidence of the most astounding and
circumstantial character, are often concocted to divert suspicion
from the real criminals, or wreak vengeance upon old enemies.
Justice is almost as much baffled by false accusations established
in this way, as by the difficulties in bringing home real crime. In
most villages it is almost impossible to do so with any certainty at
all, and “it is but seldom the police have been able to bring
offenders to justice.” Special regulations have been found
necessary, frontier officers invested with summary powers, and
recently, tribal councils empowered to deal with some of their own
crime, which, in a rough way, they are often capable of doing
effectually.

It is unnecessary to refer further to the records of crime. Grant
that it is equal or more degraded than the Newgate Calendar—
so probably are the dark stories of other Oriental countries. Or
that the city of Peshawur may rival Constantinople or Port Said;
as startling chronicles come occasionally from the West, and few
cities or peoples could afford to be judged by their police reports.
It may also be urged that the position of the valley encourages a
great immigration of lawless spirits, in addition to its own in-
digenous scoundrels. Outlaws who have made life too hot in
their own country, and find British protection convenient, and
where at the same time, temptation is offered to adventurous
criminals of all kinds, in the form of a certain asylum when needed,
with tribes all round who will have to give it, no matter how red-
handed the sceker comes. It is, however, improbable that the
average tribesman beyond the Border is any better or worse
than his brothers or cousins within it, and it may fairly be hoped
that both have, as a people, many more good points than they are
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within that border, has possibly made life harder for the - tribes
beyond it; has indirectly increased the Peshawur criminal list.
Gradually being deprived of all opportunities of war, the Border
Pathiin, may, like Othello, complain that his occupation is gone !
Whether he is likely to be, or is, satisfied with the altered condition
of things, and whether it would not be worth while to find him
some congenial occupation, is a problem well worthy of
consideration.



CHAPTER XXVIL
FITZHARDY'S MURDERER—A DOMESTIC BORDERER.

PERHAPS it is as well to disarm suspicion, and, like Bottom, to
start by disclaiming any attempt to affright the gentle reader. In
spite of the title, nothing is going to happen to Fitzhardy; and his
faithful Pathin henchman, known to all familiars as “the Murderer,”
would have waited behind any reader’s chair as harmlessly, and al-
most as well, as a London footman; and, lion as he undoubtedly
was, have roared you “as ’twere any nightingale.” He had a
salute for all his master's guests, inquired in the best Pashtu if
they were well, strong and in good case; and, as they departed,
commended them to be in God's care. Unfortunately he had
come to the regiment originally with the brand of Cain upon him,
a fine, tall, clean-limbed, well-set-up, tough old Yusafzai Pathén,
from the Ranizai country up by the Swit River, with a straight
nose, dark hair, and a complexion almost fair. His manner was
frank enough, and he made no secret of his reason for enlisting.
An unavoidable business engagement had compelled him to kill a
couple of his countrymen, whose clansmen waited for him, and
made return to his paternal hills impossible. He had, therefore,
taken the Queen’s rupee, and, with a heart as light as his name,
Khushhal ! Khan fell to soldiering in a native regiment.

1 ¢ The happy-conditioned."
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rupees. His matrimonial bliss, however, was of short duration.
There was a row one day; a sound of great wailing. The small
wife had been caught talking to the gawener, and was being
corrected. Fortunately the flirtation was in British territory
or. . .. he sold the little baggage next day, and made, as the old
ruffian informed Fitz, sixteen rupees on the transaction.
Occasionally, it occurred to Fitz, that the grim Pathfn heathen
might like some leave, and the suggestion was put to him in
various forms. But no, it was not convenient to go home, and
Khushhal was not like some grumblers. He knew a good place
when he had one, and was not going to desert so kind a master.
Finally, Fitz went on furlough himself, and took long leave, having
some sort of lingering idea, that perhaps this old man of the sea.
might be induced to visit his mountain home, where peradventure
his friends might persuade him to stop. If there is persuasion in
an Enfield bullet, or a Pathin knife, they probably would. Fitz
had a two years’ holiday with no salt beef, and submitted to
buying his matches casually at the street corners; but eventually
the time came round when he had to return. The first man to
meet him when he landed, was Khushhal Khan. The staunch old
Murderer had come to Bombay, and he had brought a Nazar! for
the Sahid, because, he said, he had learnt in India, that it is never
good to come empty handed into the presence of a superior. At
Watson’s Hotel he spread out the presents for Fitz ; a second-hand
Continental Bradshaw, which he thought the Sakib might find
pleasant reading, and a thing like a fiddle-stick or plectrum, made
out of the wood that grew on Adam Khéan’s grave, which as every
Yusafzai knows, will enable any one to play perfectly on the fiddle,.
though he did not say Fitz’s performance on the instrument was.
not perfect. The third gift was a remarkably mongrel pup, for the
keep of which he proposed to enter into a contract at once; and
the fourth was an old Letts’s Diary, which he felt sure the Sakid

1 The present with which it is Eastern etiquette to approach a superior.
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would find useful to keep his accounts in. With these he wished
the Sahib, Salam-a-laikum. Ma khware ye. “ May evil not come
nigh him.”

They had many an adventure and many a contract after that,
Fitz and his old Murderer ; and the latter was perfectly deaf to all
suggestions that involved any break up of the arrangements. Fitz
once went so far as to offer to pension him. * Sakib,” he said, “if
I had not left my regiment to take your service, I should now have
been Subadar Major. You know I cannot go back to Ranizai.
Why should I take pension while I can work on full pay and
allowances? You are a good master, Saktb, and I'll never leave
you. Never.”



CHAPTER XXYVIII,
PATHAN WIVES.

BEFORE Max O’Rell undertook to educate them, our Gallic
neighbours affected to suppose that John Bull bought and sold his
womankind in the market of Smithfield. Just so most Border
Pathéns purchase their wives. Not that the practice is universal ;
the Pathin sometimes spends his money on feasts, ornaments for
the bride, and fees to “ go-betweens,” or there is an exchange of
presents, a sort of Eastern marriage settlement, and entertainments
to satisfy the guardians as to his position, and that the bride is not
going to absolute poverty. Some, in fact, like the Shirfinis on the
Dera Ismail Khéin border, go so far as to give a dowry; but in a
great many cases, and with most tribes, wives are literally bought
and sold, exactly as so many cattle ; quotations varying according
to the circumstances of the purchaser and the youth and beauty of
the purchased.

In England, according to the same excellent French authority,
elopements are common. “ A young girl goes out one fine morn-
ing to post a letter, and on her return informs her parents she is
married.” In Scotland it is an easier business still. “ It is suffi-
cient for the young people to say, ‘ I take you for my wife ; I accept
you for my husband ;’ and the thing is done.” The Pathfn, on
the other hand, though he takes care to make it very easy to get
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out of the toils of matrimony, has a process for getting into them
elaborate enough to furnish matter for another volume by the
gifted author of Les Filles de John Bull.

The most Arcadian are the Waziris,. For instance, when the
Waziri youth wants a wife he gets some respectable old clansman
to consult the girl's parents. If to them the connection seems
desirable, they reply, “Bring us the kiri"—about 60 or 100
rupees. The admirer then deputes his father with his friends,
who, taking with them a sheep or two for a feast, repair to the
girl's house and pay up the stipulated amount over the roast
mutton, a tritling sum being returned as luck-penny. The couple
are then held to be engaged, and whenever Corydon goes to visit
his Phyllis, he takes with him the wherewithal for the savoury
dishes, which possibly Phyllis dresses, and Thyrsis, Damon and
company eat. He is then expected to put two or three rupees
into the dish, and the father, in return, to make him a small
present—a scarf, a pair of shoes, or a cheap ring. The custom,
with a fine touch of humour, is called “Binding the ass.” When
the wedding day arrives, the bridegroom’s friends, men and women,
go to the bride’s village, and provide a feast, to which all parties
are invited. Towards evening, the bridegroom’s party arrives ; and
after a feigned attack on the village with sticks and stones, join in
the rejoicings, which last all night. No sort of sleeping accom-
modation is thought of ; “the hearth, with oily brands of pine
an abundant fire, blackening the door-posts with perpetual soot,”
and even in winter they reck no more of the cold than did the
Shepherds of Virgil. Next morning the bride is carried off
mounted on an ox or an ass, the bridegroom remaining behind for
a day or two, to console her parents for their loss. After a fort-
night’s honeymoon she visits them, to take back the presents given
by her family, which the bridegroom usually divides among his
party. It is doubtful if the privileges of leap-year are understood
in Waziri land, but occasionally the woman chooses, and she makes
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known her fancy by sending the village drummer to pin a hand-
kerchief on the favoured one’s cap with a hairpin. The drummer
watches his opportunity and does this in a public place, when the
swain has to marry the lady if he can pay her price to the father.

In Yusafzai, Ceelebs to a great extent employs a professional go-
between to arrange his matrimonial affairs. The preliminary
negotiations over, he and his confidential agent settle the matter
of presents with papa, and quaff a cup of eaw sacré together as a
pledge of good faith. The engagement is then given out, and the
hopeful Benedick may visit the family as often as he likes, taking
presents each time for his fiancée, though he never sees her. That
privilege does not indeed become his till the marriage ceremonies
are over and the bride has been conducted to her new home by the
“Dbest-man ” and his party, the bridesmaids being left to comfort
the old people—an improvement on the Waziri arrangement.
Even then Benedick has to entertain his guests for three days and
two nights before he unveils his bride and sees her face for the
first time. Such is the theory at any rate. Both look for wedding
presents from their friends, on very much the same understanding
as prevails about such matters in the West; only, not to return
the compliment to friends under similar circumstances, would in
Yusafzai probably lead to a serious feud. The bridegroom has to
stand the “shot” on both sides, and the cost is sometimes heavy
A cheap marriage with a maid would probably run to Rs. 100,
an average one probably Rs. 250, while a rich Yusafzai might have
to spend several thousands to marry himself respectably. A single
regular one is, therefore, as much as most can afford, and quite
apart from the adage about “two women together making cold
weather,” for which there is an excellent if slightly broad Pushtu
equivalent. A Khén must be well off who can afford to run to
the full Muhammadan limit of four.

In many parts: of the country there is naturally much less re-
straint. Women who in towns or large gatherings would not
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venture out unless covered from head to foot in the burka, a sort
of large white cotton blouse with a little network in front of the
hood that covers the head, and a pair of large uugainly white
cotton boots, or rather leg coverings, go about in their own camps
and villages unveiled, and bare-legged, with no other restraint,
than the geuneral opinion that it is indecorous to be seen associating
with men. Intercourse between the sexes is therefore much more
frce, and matches are made up by mutual attraction, and the pre-
liminary negotiations are at the best of the most nominal kind.
This however does not exempt the lover from paying some price to
the girl’s parents. To elope with a girl is by many clans considered
an outrage cqual to murder, and to be punished with the same
mercilessness.

Among most Border Pathdns, or among the Afghfn people
generally, the ceremonies do not vary materially. Sometimes the
bridegroom has to stand treat to the lady’s family, sometimes to the
tribal Jirgah or Council, sometimes to the village. The “ hospitable
Pathiin” does not like to throw away a chance of dining out at
any one else’s expense ; but among the majority the transaction is
essentially a business one, and in addition to all the feasting, & sum
has to be paid down as purchase-money. Even tribes who look
on all business as vulgar are not above trade in wives. The 60
rupees Airi of the Waziri is probably Rs. 100 with the adjoining
Ghilzai. Rs. 30 to 100 is the quotation for Bannu; it is about the
same among the Khattaks, and riscs on the Kohiit border to Rs,
100 or 200; in Miranzai, brides are still more expensive, the tariff
ranging from Rs. 200 to 500. Along the Kohit, and part of the
Peshawur Border, the trade in women is notorious. A hard work-
ing, useful Afridi wife can, according to Tucker, easily be procured
for Rs. 150 to 200. One remarkable for beauty will run to a fancy
price—Rs. 1,000, or cven more. “The ordinary hill woman,” he
goes on to say, “ has little in the way of good looks to recommend
her. On the other hand she works like a donkey, cuts grass and
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wood, carries water, is accustomed to poor living, and does twice as
much as the more delicately nurtured woman of the valley.”

Not only do the Trans-Border tribes sell their own relations,
but the trade in wives brought from Swiit, Bajaur, and other valleys
—sometimes stolen, sometimes purchased—was, a few years ago,
brought to the official notice of Government. On the Indian side the
Border measures were taken to check it. The stolen women were
taken from their purchasers and sent home again,—possibly to be
made away with on their return by their dishonoured relatives.
But the market is reputed still well-stocked with those sold, or for
sale by their relatives, and the instances that come before the
District Officer are many. To take one of Tucker’s, a sketch of
the life of a Trans-Border woman is more than enough to point a
moral. Born a Ningrahiri on the slopes of the Safed Koh, her
parents died when she was young, and her relatives sold her in
marriage to a Zakha Khel Afridi, who was afterwards killed fight~
ing against us in the Khaiber. Her father-in-law at once sold her
with her little daughter to a Bazoti Orakzai for Rs. 100. He beat
her so badly she ran away in a month or two, leaving her little
daughter, and reached the Mani Khel country in Tirah, where she
stopped threc months, and was sold for Rs. 120 to a Bar Mu-
hammad Khel Orakzai, residing in British territory, with whom
she lived happily for three years, until the Bazoti found out where
she was and came to claim her. The Bar Muhammad paid the
claimant back his Rs. 100, and the case was settled—a fair sample
of the possibilities fate may have in store for the “ widowed wife
and wedded maid” on the Border.

The effect of all this is, that though the woman may be well
treated—and, of course, according to the standard she has been
brought up to, she is more often than not well treated—she is
mainly looked on as property. Maid, widow, or divorcee, she
cannot marry without the consent of her male relations. The
husband can divorce his wife without assigning any reason. The
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wife, even with the best of grounds, would have small chance of
obtaining a divorce, were she rash enough to sue for it. Theo-
retically, the Pathén knife would flash to avenge even a look that
threatened her with insult, though certainly not from the
chivalrous feeling imagined by Burke. Actually, the purchased
article is treated in the most casual manner. So long as the
owner is satisfied, and she looks well enough, or works hard
enough, he keeps her. If she fails to please, or falls out with the
mother-in-law, or the sisters, cousins and aunts, or the times grow
hard, he sells her with the other live-stock. That female dis-
honour can only be washed out in blood, is another theory; and
adultery is supposed always to demand the blood of both the
respondent and the co-respondent. Occasionally, indeed, the
Pathin is young and ardent enough to prefer vengeance. Oftener
he is sufficiently cautious to reflect that the market value of the
erring one represents to him a considerable sum in rupees, and
who so likely as the lover to make a liberal bid? So he foregoes
the blood, and comes to terms with the co-respondent. So common
- is adultery with some tribes, the Southern Khattaks for instance
that it is almost a rule for a woman to elope once. She is sold in
the first instance to a selected husband, with whom she has to live
till she meets the man she fancies, or who will run off with her.
And so common is the subsequent money arrangement that the
Pathin has invented a special and most expressive word for it—
“ sharmuna,” which might be freely translated blush-money.”
A son gets blush-money if his mother re-marries ; a man seducing
a widow or spinster, has, marriage or no marriage, to pay blush-
money to her male next of kin; and a surprising number of
husbands pocket their wrongs on the same terms. To draw on
Tucker for one more specimen case—an atrocious one enough.
An Afridi policeman was charged with adultery with a Trans-
Border woman. Her relations killed her, and a claim for Rs. 300
blush-moncy lay against him. His relations, therefore, bought a
R 2
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poor Hindustini woman for Rs. 40, took her to their village and
pretended she was married to one of themselves and had gone
away with one of the opposite party. They then killed her and
sct up a counter-claim for blush-money; the two claims being
held to cancel each other.

This iz perhaps an extreme instance of the treatment of women,
but there is no doubt that the wife-selling, the theory that the sex
generally are only fit for playthings or slaves, and certain other
Pathiin vices combine to place them in a position extremely low
and degraded. At the same time it must not be forgotten that
the worst cases are those which come most often to notice, and the
average of Pathiin wives are married in their own villages, live
among their own people ; and it may be hoped that the current of

their domestic-joys glides just as smoothly as in other parts of
the wotld,



CHAPTER XXIX.
THE MOHMANDS,

BY comparison it is pleasant to turn from the Pathin of the
Peshawur Border to his surroundings. If his country is not
altogether “divine,” it is by no means without its charms. To
leave the court and bazaar—the atmosphere of murder and evil
reputation—and go up to the top of the Gor Khatri, the old
caravanserai that tradition places on the side of Kanishka’s great
Vihara, where esoteric Buddhist monks instructed in the “ Lesser
Vehicle.” The holy place of the Hindu jogi! converted into the
residence of Afghiin refugees, and from the top of which there is a
view of the whole of that great picturesque ampbitheatre, from the
stony slopes of the Khattak range, by the banks and the marshes of
the Kibul and Swit rivers, the glens of Yusafzai, to the black peaks
of Hazéira, with the snows of the Hindu-Kush and the Sufed Koh for
a background. And it is tempting to dwell longer on the beauty
of the valley itself, with its luxuriant fields and innumerable water-
courses; its villages and hamlets half hid among mulberries and
pomegranates, poplars, and willows ; its orchards and gardens—for
there are roses at the Biira as fine as by Bendemeer’s stream. A
scene which from this point of view, might almost as easily pass
for the “haunts of ancient peace,” as one of continuous feuds.

! Druid (1) or mendicant priest.
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But the scenery of the Peshawur Valley has been so often painted
in glowing terms by enthusiastic artists; the halt within the
Border has here been already somewhat too long; and it is
necessary to pass to the people beyond it. A

Crossing the Duiba, to the bare stony irregular hills that rise
almost,abruptly from the plain on the north-west between the Kibul
and Swit Rivers, is the country of the independent Mohmands:
a tribe both numerous and important, and the only one on
our immediate border that professes even a nominal allegiance
to the Afghiin Amir. These low, bare hills, the last outworks of
the Hindu-Kush, rise until they reach the higher ranges which
separate the Mohmands from Bajaur and the Utmén Khels on the
north, and the Kuner Valley, which forms the western boundary.
The little bit of Mullagori country and the Khaiber route to
Kibul, as far as Jelilabiad, being the boundary on the south. The
aspeet of the country generally is on all hands admittedly dreary
in the extreme, but the most rugged and unfruitful, and, at the
same time, the least accessible lulls are those on the south-east
bordering the Peshawur Valley ; the best parts the Biizdi Hills on
the west, down from Bajaur to the Kibul River, and the rich
alluvial land along its banks from Jelilibid to Lilpura. In one
way or other, by transit dues or by irrigation, the river is the
principal source of Mohmand wealth. The three largest valleys
approached from our border,—the Shilmin, Gandio,—Fetid
water valley,"—and Pandiiili, covered by the respective forts of
Michni, Shabkadr, and Abzai,—are for most of the year little
wore than dry, stony water-courses, changing to raging torrents
in the rains, with barren slopes leading from the beds of
shingle to the rocky spurs which flank them. Some of the
glens opening out north towards Bajaur, and south to Lilpura, are
better ; but dry ravines, alternating with rows of sterile rocky hills
and crags, arc the most striking characteristics of the country.
There is little vegetation beyond coarse grass, scrub wood, and
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dwarf palm. In the summer the heat is said to be very great,
and the lowlands are not then particularly healthy, There are
two or three roads that have been improved by us, like those from
Shahgai by the Shilmin Valley to Dhaka, and from Michni, by
the Shémilo ferry to the Shilmin; but, with few exceptions, the
country is without roads, the rudest tracks leading straight up the
hills and down again. Roads and water are the two great wants.
In the hot weather the latter is everywhere scarce ; even that for
drinking has often to be brought long distances, from springs
whose supply is uncertain, or from small tanks made to store the
rain ; the laborious task of carrying falling to the women, -

The resources of such a country, as may be supposed, are few.
The crops are mainly dependent on the rains; and if these fail,
more or less distress is certain. The villages are small and are
poor, the extent of cultivation round them limited ; a little grass,
firewood, charcoal, and dwarf-palm mats, added to a few cattle and
some honey from the Biizdi Hills, is all the people have to offer in
the way of exports. All the manufactures of civilization they have
to purchase. They do a certain amount of business as carriers;
the Kachi clan depending almost entirely on the carrying trade
between Peshawur and Kabul, and the LAlpura and Michni
chiefs realising a good deal in the way of dues on rafts and goods
floated down the Kibul River. *“ Guide money,” levied on kdfilas?
from Bajaur or Kuner to Peshawur, is another source of revenue;
and one or two clans are credited with a scandalous trade in
women stolen from Swit, Buneyr or Bajaur, and sold to the Afridis
and Orakzais. But even in ordinary times there is a surplus
population that is unable to find support, and which is steadily
emigrating, whenever opportunity offers, to the Peshawur district.
Many of these have taken up laud on the Swilt Canal; and
numbers would only be too glad to follow their example. In bad
times, it is quite intelligible that the unfortunate Mohmand, with

. 1 Caravans.
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portant passes. The entire strength is put at 17,000 or 18,000
fighting men : but nothing like this number has been or probably
ever could be brought into the field. So far, the tribesmen have
never shown themselves very ready to enlist in our army, though
there are a good many in the regiments of the Amir, and in the
contingents of the local Khiins. Their relations with the British
Government have never been altogether satisfactory. For many
years after the Punjib was annexed they gave more trouble than
any other tribe. Up to 1864 their history is one of continuous
conflict or raids, often on a formidable scale; and the murder of
British officers who ventured too far from our outposts. There
were expeditions against them in 1851-52 and 18354, and between
1855 and 1860 they were charged with no less than 125 outrages
on the Peshawur district, the object plunder or murder; many
being more or less serious. In 1863 the emissaries of the Akhund
of Swiit sent round the fiery cross, and brought 5,000 Mohmands
into the field, but they were defeated with heavy loss. From that
time, which corresponds with the lesson taught the tribes by the
Ambeyla campaign, the record of Frontier Expeditions describes
Mohmand history as a period of “comparative” peace; though
they murdered Major Macdonald at Michni in 1873, attempted to
murder Captain Anderson at Shabkadr, attacked our Survey party
in 1879, and on three occasions between 1878 and 1880 were in
conflict with our troops; the last time at Dhaka, where their force
was necarly annihilated. Since the close of the last Afghin war
the Shilmén Valley section, adjoining the Khaiber route, has been
under exclusive political relations with us, and the tribe has been
on better behaviour, though they threatened to give trouble in
1882; and there is little doubt that any fature difficulty of ours,
would be the Mohmand opportunity.

The branch of the family that settled in the south-west corner
of the Peshawur Vailey, when their progenitors finally ousted the
Dalaziks, have now been so long separated from their country
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cousins of the hills, they have practically lost all touch. They hold
very productive lands irrigated by the Bira River; are reported
excellent farmers, superior in this respect to the adjoining Khalils,
who have also a share in the Bira water ; but the villages nearest the
Afridi hills have ever been proverbially troublesome ; and recently
so far forgot their position within our border, they appealed to
arms, rather than to the Deputy Commissioner. Their quarrel
was with the Khalils, over that most fertile cause of disputes—
water,—which developed into something like a pitched battle;
eight being left dead on the field, and many more wounded. The
final scttlement, however, naturally finished in the court of the
Divisional Judge, who sentenced one batch to be hanged, and a
larger one to transportation for life.

Besides the four main divisions of the hill Mohmands, there are
certain affiliated clans, of which two, mainly agricultural and
numerically insignificant,—the Dawezai and Utménzai, located be-
tween Bajaur on the north and the Utminkhel on the east,—may
be practically included among the Mohmands proper. The
Mullagoris on the south have already been noticed; but on the
west, the Safis—a tolerably numerous tribe—are a people entirely
distinct. They occupy the hills north of Jelilabdd, and some of
the valleys opening on to the Kuner River. Geographically the
Safis come between the Mohmands and the country of Kifiristin
and probably, ethnographically and ethnologically, furnish a con-
neeting link between two peoples otherwise almost diametrically
opposed. In appearance often florid, with light eyes and hair,
speaking a language only distantly related to the Pushtu of the
Mohmands, whose dialect has much in common with that spoken in
Kibul, both they and the Dehgins of the Lughméin Valley are
either directly descended from, or largely admixed with, the
Kifirs, and are comparatively recent converts to Islim. In
Biirber'’s time they were still called Kifirs; in Nédir's, Safis—a
name which Masson suggests they may have acquired by becoming
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‘“pure,” in comparison to the adjoining “impure” idolaters., Now,
like many converts, they are fanatical Muhammadans; but they
still retain many peculiar customs and vestiges of ancient arts.
Their hills—which are little known, are reported as yielding lots
of grapes, the chief products being wine, vinegar, and honey—for
the Safis are great bee-keepers. The country, moreover, is the
natural home of the Narcissus,

Politically, the position of this powerful Mohmand confederation
in regard to our Border is another somewhat unsatisfactory feature.
Their being nominal subjects of Afghiinistin necessitates, at least
in theory, a reference to that court for the redress of offences com-
mitted by the tribe ; while even if the Amir wished to exercise his
authority, the tribesmen are almost entirely beyond his influence.
He cannot even collect his revenue. For the last few years they
are credited with ‘settling down to peaceful intercourse with us
on the Peshawur border.” ‘Cras credemus, hodie nithil” If they
should at any time become troublesome as regards our com-
munications with Kibul, we should, no doubt, be able to take such
measures as would speedily bring them to their bearings; but, as
already pointed out with regard to other tribes, there are times and

scasons when it would become eminently inconvenient to have to
do this.



CHAPTER XXX.
TRIBAL JIRGAHS.

Eacn Pathin clun is a separate democracy, but a democracy in
which the interest of the individual comes first, the welfare of
those neighbours who compose his sept or his Akail, second ; and
save in the presence of a common danger, or some question where
combination is absolutely necessary, the general community runs
a bad thinl. He is content, as an old Miin Khel said, with
civil discord, 1s content with war’s alarms, is content with blood,
but is not, and never will be content with a master. His science
of government would seem to mean that every man be a law unto
himself, with the maximum of personal, rather than civie, or
national, liberty. The “ greatest happiness ” of the average Khin
is to dispense his own justice ; his proud privilege to redress his
own wrongs, to wreak his own vengeance—on the original offender
if this can be done conveniently, if not, on brothers, cousins, or
uncles, the next of kin, or even the offender’s tribe. The Pathiin Mrs.
Grundy looks to him to do this, and across the Border Mrs. Grundy
is also a power in the state. Her notion of what is scandalous
is the only respect in which she differs from her Western relative.
And after all, on either side of the Border, or on either side of the
globe, is it not very much the surrounding society that establishes
the ~ustom? *“Revenge,” according to Bacon, “is a kird of wild
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justice ;” and it is not so very many years ago that Elphinstone
described duelling as“only a generous and well-regulated mode of
revenge.” A Pathiin without a blood feud, or neglecting to avenge
it, would be to show himself just as wanting in good Pukhtunwali
ton as, in their respective countries, it would now be for a French
editor or a German student not to fight duels, or for an Irish
patriot to pay his rent,

Nevertheless, necessity has forced the Pathén, like. the rest of
the world, to recognize the need for some form of government,
some system that shall enforce even the rudest customary law,
some tribal organization to fall back on at a pinch. And his
tribal jirgah, or council of elders, does all this for him and more,
Composed of Khins, Mullahs and headmen, it combines his House
of Lords, bench of Bishops and Legislative Assembly ; it discharges
the functions of all the divisions of the Queen’s Bench, Probate
and Divorce, the Board of Trade and the War Office. It is at once
his Convocation and his county court. In fact, it performs for bim
most offices, from those of the Senate to those of the Vestry. Tribal
customs affecting village society, the parish politics of Border Little
Pedlingtons, of course, furnish a lot of business; so do matters
concerning debts, deeds, mortgages and sales, And curiously
cnough, among the most lawless, as perhaps among the most
civilized, the law is much more severe on offences against property
than against the person. The Border ruffian has the greatest
respect for legal documents of the kind—the most scrupulous
regard for the tenure of land being often associated with the
greatest risk to its owner’s life. Just, for example, as his more
fortunate Western representative is privileged to kick his wife to
the verge of death, or ill treat his children, at a far cheaper rate
than he can snare a partridge, or steal a pair of boots. -

While the legal business of the firgak is far the heaviest on the
civil side, it has also considerable criminal jurisdiction. Life, even
for an Afridi or a Yusafzai, is not always beer and skittles ; the
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commissariat or transport arrangements. In matters of treaty,
however, they show a much more decided power of holding to-
gether, and there is no more satisfactory instance than the Khaiber
Pass agreement, made by the British Government with all the
Afridi tribes concerned in 1881. On the Biloch border negotiations
would naturally be with the tribal chief ; but dealing with Pathéns,
the jirgahs are the only bodies that Government can recognise,
and though it is not always easy to be sure that the jirgah is
really a representative one, the real leaders sometimes holding
aloof and putting forward men of no importance or influence,
agreements once entered into by a genuine tribal council are
generally respected. With certain tribes, like the Buneyrwals,
their word once given, offers probably a better secarity than many
treaties with the more civilized nations.

Of late years the detective and judicial functions of the jirgah
have been turned to account within our own Border, and in the
Peshawur district now form part of the regular judicial system, the
Deputy Commissioner being empowered to accept and award
punishment on their decisions. Where our police would be utterly
unable to fathom the dark mysteries of Border crime, and our
executive fail to convict or punish perfectly well-known offenders,
but against whom evidence is not forthcoming, the trial by jirgah
—on the principle that no one makes so good a gamekeeper as an
old poacher—has not unfrequently come in most happily. Crime
has been detected, brought home, and punished, that could not
have been satisfactorily dealt with in any other way.

Sometimes the process is peculiar. For it is only a Pathin
mind that can take in the strange working of the Peshawur
criminal; can follow up the reason, or trace the still more ex-
traordinary course his vengeance, lust, or greed will take. And
sometimes the finding of the jirgah would be calculated to astonish
Her Majesty’s judges. A recent instance of the latter is a fairly
illustrative one. A man, notoriously of the worst character, was
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charged with the most brutal and aggravated murder. Ervery
presumption, short of judicial proof, was against him, but no direc
evidenee being forthcoming—it is not always safe to give evidenc
against a ruthian of influence—the Deputy Commissioner, unabl
to convict, made him over to the tribal jirgak for trial. After du
consideration, the jirgah to a man came forward and swore to th

P

’

“'Sherdil,” a Representative Khan from the Bajawar Valley,

prisoner’s complete innocence, but recommended his deportation
across the Border. The Deputy Commissioner had no choice but
to aceept the finding, and the man was subsequently sent out of
the district.  The jirgeh followed, and the day he set foot out of
British territory, slew him themselves.  Their train of reasoning
was probably somewhat as follows.  If we bring him in guilty, the

v w tha Depnty Commissioner can give him on our finding will
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be some seven years’ imprisonment. This would not meet the
case, but once beyond British jurisdiction, the summary process
adopted would be much more satisfactory. A procedure clearly
not judicial, but a rude notion of justice quite sufficient to satisfy

a Pathén jirgah.
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CHAPTER XXXIL
THE CHILDREN OF JOSEPH.

WitH all his republicanism, the Pathfn, Hibernian in n
respects, is especially so in matters of lineage. Every p
Border tribe prides itself on its descent from some—post
imaginary—ancestor in the distant past. To speak of themse
as “ Bani Israil,” the children of Israel, is common, and the g
beards are fond of carrying history back to “Ibribim, I'sdk,
Yikab.” However far fetched the idea of the connection may
there is, as discussed at length by Bellew, a savour of Israel
custom, and an often remarkable similarity of name survi
more especially among those to be now noticed. Amas
Moabites, Hittites, or Amazai, Muhibwal, Hotiwal, will be f«
on Mount Morah, the hill Pehor, the plain of Galilee (Jdldla) ;
valley of Sudhum; observing the “ passover,” offering sin
thank-offerings, or driving off the scapegoat laden with the
of the people. In venturing, therefore, upon a genealogical tr
always with the risk of dulness attending the recounting
“ lang pedigree "—no more historical value need be attached
than would be to the undoubted belief of the people thems
and such historians as they possess.

Joseph—not the hero of that somewhat doubtful adventure
Zulikha—but the grandson of that Khakhai, whose descend
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four centuries ago, drove the Dalaziks out of the Peshawur Valley,
had at least one elder brother, named Omer, an exceedingly worthy
man, who came to India, married a lady there, and died, leaving
a disconsolate widow and one son, Mandanr. Joseph, as in duty
bound, though much against the lady’s inclination, married his
brother’s widow, and, either by her, or other wives, had five noted
sons of his own, Uriah, ’Isa, Musa, Mali, and Ako. From whom,
and Mandanr, are descended all the innumerable tribes of Yusafzai,
distributed over the country, both within and without our Border
from the Swit river to the Black Mountain, on the Hazira side of
the Indus. A tract, that conformably to Pathin custom, has been
named after the tribes possessing it. Mandanr, according to the
story, married a daughter of his stepfather, Joseph, by whom he
had two sons, Usmin and UtmAn, as well as some half dozen others
by a slave girl called Razai. Three comparatively insignificant di-
visions, Alazai, Kamazai, and Akazai, are located beyond our Border,
along the eastern slope of the Mahdbun Mountain, down to the rizht
bank of the Indus. The Khudukhel section of the fourth, or
Saddazais, occupies the western slope of the same mountain,
between the Gaduns and the Chamla Valley: the whole of the
much more numerous remainder dwelling in the south-east corner
of the Peshawur district, and the south-west corner of Hazira.
Their clans would now include the town of Swabi on the west, and
Harripur on the east of the Indus.

The descendants of Usman are still more numerous and import-
ant. Primarily they split into two divisions, the Kamalzai and
the Amazai, and each again into two more. Originally—and the
remark applies to the whole Yusafzai Border—each division
included, under the direction of a famous priest named Shaikh Mali
in its share a portion of hill and a portion of more favoured plain,
the residents having to exchange Jands with each other at intervals,
but by degrees the custom became obsolete, more especially since
British occupation. If those in the plains have lost their posses-

s 2
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crops; but it is probably only a poetic imagination that credits him
with so much pacific virtue. Although he roar you as gently as
any sucking dove, Bottom is not quite so much translated as he
looks.

Of Joseph’s own sons, far the largest proportion of their posterity
are entirely across the Border. “Uriah,” who was called Bidi, “ the
windy,” on account of his villanous temper, fell out with his father’s
widow, and got cursed ; the lady praying his progeny might never
exceed thirteen souls, which tradition says they never did, the
Badikhels dwelling in poverty till they became extinct. “’Isa”
had twelve sons, of whom nine were killed in an affray with some
cattle-lifting Mughals. From the other three arc descended the
Hassanzais, Akazais and Madakhels, settled on the spurs of the
Mahiban and Dumah Mountains, on the right bank of the Indus, and,
more extensively, in the Agror hills to the left of that river, where,
with some others, they are now known as the Black Mountain
tribes. In comparison with the other main Yusafzai divisions, they
are small and unimportant, though for a long series of years they
have caused more annoyance than many of our far more formidable
frontier neighbours. The Hassanzais brought themselves inte the
front rank of frontier scoundrels, by the deliberate murder of two
defenceless Customs officers, Messrs. Carn and Tapp, in 1851; an
outrage that, like the recent Black Mountain one, took place within
our Border. They are split up into some ten sub-divisions, aggre-
gating altogether probably not 2,000 fighting men, the most
troublesome of all the clans being the Khén Khels, a mere hand-
ful, but whose head is for the time being the practical leader of
the whole of the 'Isazai. The Akazai division is not quite half as
numerous as the Hassanzais, and has only taken to giving trouble
to us within the last ten years, inspired not improbably in the first
instance by the Khén of Agror.

As with so many other Yusafzai clans, not a little of the trouble
is brought about by the fanatical colonies of religious adventurers,
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who, fromn early times, .have been the cause of the most of the
bloodshed and mischief in this direction, and who in the shape of
the Pariari Sayuds, were again found aseociated with the two
foregoing divisions in the outrage that cost us the lives of
Major Battye and Captain Urmston. These Pariari Sayuds are an
insignificant colony on the east face of the Black Mountain, north
of Agror, and close to the fort of Trund, but their glen has always
been a refuge for discontented settlers from all the surrounding
tribes, both Pathan and Switi, and they exercise considerable
influence. There is no doubt that all these Black Mountain
tribes, which, however much they may be spilt up among them-
selves, are identical in their ill-fecling against us, have, with the
exception of the expeditions against the Hassanzais in 1868, and
the recent one uuder General Me Queen, enjoyed almost en-
tire immunity from punishment; owing partly to their position
being difticult of approach, and partly to their insignificance
rendering them  hardly  worth the trouble of attacking. It
might be said with equal certainty, that the most -effectual
methol of dealing with them would be to summarily annex the
whole Black Mountain and its tribes, right up to the Indus bank
and open out a road along it from Derband, a route that on the
published maps is still shown as a practically unknown country—
an unfertunate bit of igmorance that cost General Galbraith’s
colummn the life of the gallant Major Beley.

But to continue the traditions of Joseph’s family tree. “ Moses”
had one son, “Elias,” from whom sprang the five importani
divisions cailed the Iliaszai.  Four of which, the Salarzai, Gadaizai,
Ashazai, and Nuasozais, are located in Buneyr, and the Makhozais
on the castern slope of the Dosirra Mountain beyond “Mali’
left four sons by two wives, of which two main divisions, the
Daulatzais and the Nurazais, are also settled in Buneyr. A third
the Chagarzai, is partly in Buneyr and the northern slopes of the
Duma Mountain, on the right of the Indus, and partly on the
vestern <Jope of the Black Mountain. So that with thig Yag
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exception, it may be said that the Buneyrwals and their adjoining
allies, are the modern representatives of Joseph’s sons Musa and
Mali. There is probably no finer race on the whole north-west
frontier, and in their way, they are the pick of the family. With
almost all the good points, and several of the failings strongly
developed, they are peculiarly representative Pathins, not the least
marked characteristic, being the way they have always stood aloof
from us. -

Of Ako, the last son of Joseph, the descendants have proved
the most numerous of all. To begin with, he had by two wives
half a dozen sons, each of whom subsequently founded several
important divisions. The chief of which are (1) the Khwazozai,
that with half a dozen sub-divisions, holds a good part of the right
of the Swit Valley, the country north of it, as far as Dir, and
the mountains that separate the latter from Chitril. One clan,
the Malizai, under its chief Gazin Khfn, holds Dir and the
Panjkora valley right up to the border land of Kafiristdn and
Kashkir. (2) The Bazidzai, or Baizai, whose seven clans extend
from the Lundkhwér Valley in British territory above Mardan,
by the left bank of the Swit, the northern slope of the Dosirra
Mountain, and the highlands of Ghorband, round to the valleys
draining into the Indus, by the Kohistin that separates Yusafzai
from Gilgit; and (3), the Ranizai, whose clans occupy the western
end of the Swiit Valley adjoining the Utmén Khels.

These are the sons of Joseph, according to the Akun Darwaiza,
their most learned priest, historian, and saint; and such their
approximate distribution along the Border at the present time.
Other Pathdn tribes are here and there settled within the limits of
their country, and of course large numbers of Hindus, Hindkis,
Gujars, Kashmiris and other tribes, that, taken together, consider-
ably outnumber the Yusafzais, These have either descended
from the original inhabitants, or immigrated, and throughout the
country form perfectly distinct little societies of their own, retain-
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scattered over a vast extent of country. Eminently an agricul-
tural, as opposed to a trading, people, living on the produce of
their fields and flocks, they at the same time have always been
famed for turbulence and reluctance to submit to any form of
government. As shown above, though they are collectively bound
to one another by a common descent, the various clans, or groups
of clans, have formed distinct communities, governed by separate
chiefs, with rival and opposing interests, which have developed
continual feuds and jealousies. Of tribal combination, or regular
government, they have none. Each son of Joseph that has been
able, has set up for himself, exacts such revenue as he can from the
mixed population, allows the cultivator to retain a third or fourth
of the produce of his land, and recognises no master, or
acknowledges no suzerain, unless it be a religious chief or
Akhund. But in their relations with foreigners, individual feuds
and jealousies would to a great extent be put aside, and it is not
improbable that the entire community would act together against
an invader.



CHAPTER XXXII.
SWAT, PANJKORA, AND BAJAWAR,

THE southern half of the Yusafzai country, which is under
British rule, is practically the only portion accessible to Europeans.
Information regarding the larger portion of that across the Border
north of the Hazirmo and Mahiban Mountains, is but uncertain
and scanty. Probably the best obtainable on most points, is still
that contained in the report by Dr. Bellew. Long residence in
Mardin, and an exceptional knowledge of Pashtu, enabled him to
command the best native sources; and his vivid and entertaining
account, of a most interesting country and people, has become the
recognised standard work. Physically, among all our Border lands,
it is one of the most difficult of approach,consisting of a confused maes
of lofty mountains, divided by deep, though fertile valleys, that
alternately stretch, almost continuously—till, far beyond the
Yusafzai country, they converge in the great central mountain
knot, expressively described as the “roof of the world,” from
whence spring so many famous Asiatic ranges. So that to move
round, and to take it in rear, would be still more formidable than
by direct assault.

This physical inaccessibility, and the hardly less unapproachable
nature of its people, is all the more to be regretted, in that it is a
country full of interest. Though not altogether a “Land of
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Promise,” yet many of its valleys are flowing with milk and honey.
For “ corn and wine and oil,” read, corn and honey and ghee,! which
are among its principal exports. Its hill tops are clothed with
rich forests, giving place to a variety of excellent fruit-trees in its
well watered valleys. Its climate is temperate even in summer,
and its capabilities great. Many parts of it are known to be rich
in ancient remains ; the frequent ruins in Swit and Bajdwar indi-
cate the former presence of Greek, Buddhist and Hindu, aud
innumerable inscribed tablets, in Greek and Pali—probably
becoming fewer and less valuable every year—only await scien-
tific investigation, to throw much light on the ancient history of
this part of the world.

Although the people of various valleys may offer very striking
differences—and in fact from their habit of mixing so little with
the world outside their own circumscribed holdings, and constant
intermarriage, the divergence between the clans is so great, they
would hardly be credited as belonging to the same stock—there is a
great natural similarity between the valleys themselves, and it will
be unnecessary to do more than briefly notice one or two of those
that occupy the most prominent position from the Border point of
view. Of these the most important and extensive, the richest and
most fertile, but most unhealthy, and perbaps most inaccessible,
is the valley of Swit, or Suwit. The river from which the dis-
trict takes its name, probably the Suastos of Arrian, debouches on
British territory near the fort of Abazai, whence, up to the junction
with the Panjkora—the ancient Garaois—it is a swift, deep torrent,
rushing between precipitous banks; the surrounding hills im-
practicable for any except foot passengers, and not easy for them,
being in the hands of the Utméin Khels. From the point of its
meeting with the Panjkora, some seventy miles north-east, nearly to
its source, is Swit proper. The main valley, intersected by ravines
and glens draining the ranges on either side, is in places ten miles

1 Clarified butter.
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Pathéins in form or feature, and more like the Gujar of the Lowe:
Punjib. The women, on the other hand, seem curiously much
less affected, for they are described as stout, strong, and buxomn,
and though by no means good looking, retain far more of the
Pathin appearance. They have, moreover, entirely reversed the
position of the sexes prevailing in ordinary Pathin communities.
Not only do they go unveiled, and enjoy more libeety, but rule the
men to a greater extent than is known among Pathfns else-
where. The men of the Swit valley are, in fact, credited with
living to a great extent under petticoat influence.

Swiit, however, is only one of a series, that, parallel or nearly so,
drain into the same river. Five of the principal of these unite to
form the group known as Panjkora—*the five torrents”—which
is also the name of the stream, that, having absorbed the drainage
of Bajiwar and Talash, joins the Swilt, as already noticed. All are
more or less narrow, hill-bound, valleys, with many glens and
gorges defiling into them, the whole sloping steeply from the
north-east to the south-west. The description of Swat answers
generally for all; villages with strips of terraced cultivation, a
range of hills rising behind, a stream flowing past in front, which,
as the snow melts, is frequently impassable; the country equally
fertile, but with a finer peasantry and much better climate, a
colder winter and a healthy summer. A country suggestive of
plenty, where 90 1bs of wheat can be bought for one rupee, a fat
sheep for three, and a buffalo for fifteen; where animal fat, being
plentiful, is largely turned into soap—a commodity so foreign to
Pathins—it stamps the people with a civilization of their own.
And unique in another respect, it is reputed exceptionally safe
and hospitable to all travellers and traders who are enterprising
enough to get there. Enterprising they must needs be, for it is
almost without roads—the best being mere tracks winding along
precipitous slopes, skirting the river banks, with very occasional
passes across the hills possible only for foot passengers or draft
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British occupation they did a great deal of raiding, sheltering
outlaws, and mischief generally, and in 1852, were summarily
punished by an expedition under Sir Colin Campbell. In 1876,
when the Swit canal was being made, a gang of them came down
and hacked to pieces a number of Pathén coolies, an outrage that
remained unpunished till 1878, when certain of their villages were
surprised by the “Guides” under Cavagnari, their ringleaders
killed, and the fullest retribution exacted ; since when the Utméin
Khels have given no further trouble. They are a hardy set of
mountain brigands, tall, stout, fair, sober, and hardworking—often
naked from the waist up—a custom opposed to Pathin ideas—
but not very civilized. They live in small groups of houses,
rather than villages, stuck on the mountain sides, secure in their

inaccessibility.



CHAPTER XXXIII.
BUNEYR AND THE BUNEYRWALS.

"To look at a Frontier map, even one of the famous India
Office “large maps,” and find Yusafzai printed across & big space
between Kifiristin and Kashmir, does not convey much idea of
that country, nor make clear that the Yusafzais of Swit are
separated from their relations of Buneyr, and the valleys draining
directly into the Indus, by so formidable a barrier. A range of
mountains, seldom less than 20 miles wide, with peaks like
the Tlum, over 9,000 feet, or the Dosirra, over 10,000 feet, though
there are several passes more or less practicable. The family
connection of the clans on both sides would probably bring them
together in cases of emergency, but Buner and its neighbouring
valleys may to all intents and purposes be considered a separate
group, and the tribes, under the name of Buneyrwals.

Geographically, the position of the group is somewhat as follows.
Commencing from opposite Torbela on the Indus, and from the
boundary of our Border on the right bank, the Gadun country
extends right up to the crest of the Mahfban Mountain, or rather
that cluster of peaks and ranges which, rising 7,000 feet from the
Indus, extend back as a great spur of the Mora, or Ilum. A
thoroughly classic ground; the “Great Forest” of the early
Aryans; the “Sinai” of Sanskrit, where Arjuna wrestled with
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God, and, like the Jewish Jacob, though defeated, still won his
irresistable weapon, ground that if not identical with Alexander’s
Aornos, is probably not very distant; that was famous for its
numerous monasteries (Mahiwana) when Hwen Thsang visited
it in 630 A.D, and is studded with ruins to this day.

The Jaduns, or Gaduns, who now occupy the southern slope
of this famous historical hill, are not Yusafzais at all, or even
distantly connected with them. Their name is evidence of their
Indian origin; but though not improbably the descendants of
Rijjputs, they have nevertheless thrown in their lot with their
neighbours. Further to the west are the Khudu Khels, and
immediately on the other side of the range is the Chamla Valley,
the eastern end of which, adjoining the Indus, is known as the
Amazai country. A spur cf the Guru Mountain separates the
Chamla Valley from the larger and more important one of Buner,
or Buneyr, an irregular oval with the Barandu, a perennial stream
running down the centre. Beyond, again, are three or four more
narrow, deep, and winding valleys or gorges between as many
ranges, with small tributaries to the Indus down the centre of each,
of which the largest are the Puran, Chakesur, Kfna, and
Ghorband—the latter called after the range at the head of it, and
all exceedingly difficult of access.

The clans of the group collectively known as the Buneyrwals,
numerous, and in some respects divergent, as they occasionally are,
mostly, as already noticed, claim their descent from Joseph's sons,
Musa and Mali. The Amazais and Khuda Khels are only distant
connections, being descendants of Mandanr, though, for political
purposes, all may be treated as more or less influenced by Buneyr.
The characteristics of the climate of Swiit would serve as a fairly
accurate description of Buneyr, though the latter is rather more
open, a trifle more healthy, and a thought less feverish in autumn.
Perhaps equally fertile, it is richer in cattle, but poorer in grain,
which to some extent is imported; while as regards the ranges

T2
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Therefore they are poor, but, for poor Pathius, have an exceptional
regard for the law of meum and ¢wum. Their word, once given
through the council of the tribe, may, according to Warburton, be
depended on with almost certainty. Lastly, they are “ distinguished
for their ignorance,” and ignorance being the “ mother of devotion,”
they are deeply religious ; greatly under the influence of the most
bigoted of Mullahs, Sayuds, Pirs, and the many varieties of the
priestly class, which is probably the most powerful and pros-
perous section of the community; while, if there is any section
whose heritage ought to be one of woe, it is this: for it is from
the priests most of the offences come, throughout the whole of
Yusafzai.

From the late Yusafzai Pope and kingmaker, the venerable and
venerated Akhund of Swit, who at one time in his career and
before the tribes had learnt the lesson taught them by the
Ambeyla campaign, encouraged a system of marauding on our
frontier, and undoubtedly incited his followers to deeds of depreda-
tion and violence, and finally, allying himself with fanatics he
abhorred, and stigmatised as ‘“ Wahabis,” brought all his priestly
influence to bear against us in the severest Frontier struggle we
ever had; to the ill conditioned, evil intentioned, fanatics of
Sittana and Malka, the remains of the organised bands of Mwjahi-
dins—the “ warriors of the Faith” that Sayud Ahmad of Bareilly
grafted on to the most turbulent and superstitious of the border
races—the ill-feeling of adventurers, yclept saintly, has been at the
bottom of most of the mischief in Yusafzai.

Such adventurers have often, for their own ends, beguiled the
simple and credulous children of Joseph, have scattered distrust
among the clans, fomented rebellion, and intrigued with Wahibis
and the disaffected Muhammadan population from one end of India
to the other. From the days of the Mughal, to the present,
‘colonies in the recesses of the mountains on the Peshawur and
Hazira border, calling themselves “ nurseries of saiht.s,” but that
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are really “ hot beds of fanatics,” have provided veritable Caves of
Adullam for all the malcontents on both sides of it. Among the
Adullamites may occasionally be burning enthusiasts, who are too
pious or too zealous to live quietly under a Government tolerating
all crceds; but the larger number are either grossly ignorant or
exceedingly crafty, and many are criminals of sorts, debtors,
convicts, traitors, murderers, too guilty to find a refuge anywhere
else.

The larger number of our complications with the tribes on this
part of the Border have been due to the intrigues of these fanatics.
The colony of Sittana was a chronic cause of disturbance from the
Sikh times. They were to a great extent responsible for the
misconduct of the Hassanzais in 1851, and an expedition became
necessary against them in 1853. They tried to form a general
coalition against us in 1857, and their constant outrages necessi-
tated a second expedition in 1858, that drove them out of Sittana
only to settle again in Malka on the northern slope of the Mahiban.
Two years after they had regained their influence, and become
worse than ever. “Disloyalty of all kinds flocked,” as Hunter
describes, “to the Apostles of Insurrection.” Ultimately, in 1863,
they forced upon us the Ambeyla campaign, where tribe after tribe
was drawn in, until we had at one time nearly 60,000 of the
Yusafzai clans and their allies in the field against us. There they
learnt a severe lesson, but a lesson that also cost us much, both
in money and men, some 900 of the latter being killed or
wounded. The combination broken up, the tribes revenged
themselves on the fanatics who had brought war into their valleys,
more especially on the Hindustinis ; but again in 1868 the priestly
party were within a measurable distance of raising another tribal
combination on the Black Mountain, which only prompt measures,
undertaken at the most unfavourable season of the year,
suppressed.

It would be tedious to trace their efforts at miscbief since. but
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it is not too much to say that this class of men has, under the guise
of religion, contributed more than anything elss to keep alive the
spirit of unrest, and continues to this day the most formidable
element of danger on our Border, a danger that cannot be over-
looked, though it is at times perhaps not sufficiently appreciated.



CHAPTER XXXIV.
A BORDER POPE,

BorN during the closing years of the last century, at Jabrai, a
shepherd’s hamlet in Upper Swit, of poor and obscure parents,
probably Gujars—though his disciples have since discovered a
religious origin even for them—Abdul Gafur, like other famous
Eastern heroes, passed his early boyhood tending his father’s sheep.
And, just like the good little boys and early saints of the story
books, his childhood is credited with a precocious development of
those gifts and graces said to find such certain divine acceptance.
He would not drink the milk of the cattle that trespassed on un-
lawful grounds. The single buffalo that “for years” generously
supplied him with this nurture, he always led to pasture with a
string, instead of whacking it with a cudgel, after the manner of
Gujar boys gencrally, and finally took to muzzling the goats when
driving them out, lest they took a sly nibble at the neighbours’
pasture. A custom, so far removed from the average Gujar notion
of the fitness of things, must have ensured him summary and
regular mortification at his parents’ hands. It is, therefore, quite
intelligible that, at eighteen years of age, he had discovered the
world was a wicked one, and resolved to sever himself from it,
and devote his talents to a religious life.

No Samuel came to anoint him. No distinguished order of a
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powerful church was ready to welcome him as a convert, and
make him into its champion. According to the custom of the
country, he attached himself to a priest, and became a “seeker-
after-wisdom.” For some time, he wandered from ziarat to mosque,
from Pir to Mullah, from Fakir to Saint, of whom not a few had a
great reputation for sanctity, and having gone through a course of
the four modes of religious devotion, he especially selected the
Nalkshbandia, a perfectly silent and motionless one, in which the
devotee sits, his head bowed on his chest, and his eyes fixed on the
ground. And, the better to ensure its undisturbed observance, he
took up his abode at Beka, a bare, barren, lonely spot on the banks
of the Indus, about ten miles above Attock. Here he built him-
self a camelthorn hut and, about the year the Western world was
fighting the battle of Waterloo, settled down, a young man, hardly
twenty years of age, to a life of the greatest austerity. For twelve
years he remained shut off from the world, absorbed in study,
meditation and worship ; his food during this period of penance was
the seed of a very inferior millet® growing wild in the rice-fields,
moistened with water.

In after-years the water was replaced by buffalo’s milk, but, till
his death, at the age of eighty-three, his only food was of an equally
simple kind, and his only dissipation, large quantities of strong tea,
which he subsequently drank to keep him sufficiently awake to
perform his religious exercises. The ascetic rigour of his life
gradually brought people from far and near to solicit blessings or
intercessory prayers. His fame dates from this period of mar-
vellous self-restraint. It spread from the Indus to the Kurram,
from the Kurram to Kibul ; the renown of “the Hermit of Beka”
finally extending throughout Eastern Afgbinistin, to distant parts
of Persia.

Temptation, however, came to the hermit once too often, perhaps
in the shape of secular ambition—or it might with equal fairness

1 A mera weed, Panicum frumenlaceum.
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For the previous twenty he had mainly held himself aloof from the
affairs of this world, preached peace, and counselled the tribes to
avoid quarrrels with the British Government. In 1847, he had
used his best influence to prevent the people of Swit from as-
sisting the rebellious Bazai villages punished by our troops. In
1849, he endeavoured to persuade the Palli people to discharge
their gangs of highwaymen, and refrain from raiding. When the
fugitive mutineers of the 55th Native Infantry, flying from
Nicholson, entered Swit, he summarily deported them across the
Indus, where they were cut up almost to a man; and all through
the troublous times of 1857, his attitude was one of friendly
support to our Government, which assuming the lowest motive,
does credit to his sagacity and foresight. On one or two occasions
he took measures to repress the colonies of Hindustini fanatics
whom he stigmatized as kdfirs, and several theories have been put
forward as to the reasons which actuated him in so entirely
changing his front. There is really no need to go far for a reason ;
the pressure brought to bear upon him was practically irresistible,
The Buneyr and other tribal chiefs and people, the mullahs and the
priestly classes, who for the moment had put aside their sectarian
disputes, and even the women made passionate appeals to him to
take up their cause. This, combined with the fear of seeing his
influence, then immense, pass to some more sympathetic and
compliant leader, furnish motive enough, for an action that after
all was again more patriotic than personal.

He accepted defeat handsomely. The expedition over, he re-
sumed his former attitude, and for the concluding years of his life
seems to have tried to restrain the wild spirits of the Border,
resisted all the requests from Kabul to make cause with the
Amir against us, and remained firm in his attitude of friendship,
nominal and diplomatic, if not sincere, towards our' Government, till
his death in January 1877. Among his last acts, he condemned
the Jawiki raiders who appealed to him, as thieves and rascals
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a Sayud of Sittana, who for some years carried on an organized
Government, under the patronage of the Border Pope. Putting
aside the incredulous stories about hiin as priest, his life seems to
have been one of devotion, humility, abstinence, and charity ; the
doctrines he taught were as tolerant and liberal, as those of his
Wahibi opponents were intolerant and puritanical. Judged by
the standard applied to other religious leaders, he used his in-
fluence, according to his lights, for good, supporting peace and
morality, discouraging feuds, restraining the people from raiding
and offences against their neighbours, and enforcing the precepts
of Muhammadan law as far as ineradicable Pathin custom would
permit him. \

Celibacy he by no means regarded as the highest form of virtue,
for he married a Yusafzai woman of the Akozai clan, by whom he
had two sons and one daughter. The eldest of the former, Abdul
Mannin, the Mian Gul, after his father’s death, became involved
in a struggle for supremacy in Swit with the Khin of Dir; and in
1883, aided by the Chief of Bajaur, and the virtue of his father’s
name, established himself for a brief while; when death cut short
his chances of any wide-spread power, either spiritual or temporal.
The younger son, Abdul Haq, still lives, an ascetic and a bermit,
after the fashion of his father, but entirely without his father’s
influence, and outside his valley almost unknown. The Border .
Pontificate can be no more hereditary than plenary inspiration or
apostolic succession ; and no Border Pontiff has yet arisen who
can successfully fill the chair of his eminence Abdul Gafur, the
Akhund of Swiit,



CHAPTER XXXYV.
APOSTLES OF INSURRECTION.

CoNSIDERING the Pathiin’s eminently material form of faith, his
confidence in saints and shrines, prophets and priests, prayers and
pilgrimages, it is not a little curious that religious reformers
directly opposed to all this should from time to time have obtained
such influence on the Border. It can hardly be put down to the
virtue of toleration; for there are few more bitter feuds than have
arisen between Sunni and Shiah Muhammadans, or Gar and Simil
politicians. There is certainly less difference between the orthodox
believers in the Four Companions, and those who are the followers
of ’Ali, than between the ritualistic Pathin and the puritanical
Wahibi, the latter very often a despised Hindustini to boot. Yet
in spite of the long record of mischief, and the troubles which this
mischief has led to, colonies of these and other religious adventurers
of all sorts have been sheltered, and, so long as they refrained from
interfering with Pathin custom, have been protected, and even
cherished. The complications due to their intﬁgues were as
notorious three centuries ago as at present; but, except in the
matter of trouble to us, the fanatics of Palosi and Maidan are as
distinct from the surrounding clans as ever, and probably as little
loved. To the tribesmen they have been as much an influence for
evil, as Mephistopheles to Faust ; perhaps for a somewhat similar
reason, for they have held out a temptation to the Border Pathéin
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that is most dear, the hope of robbery and plunder. It may be
said, moreover, that all the dangerous heresies that have afflicted
the posterity of Kais, have been drawn from Hindustin, and after
they have taken root in a soil especially devoted to their rapid
development, the produce has been returned with interest—in a
crop of fanatical thorns in the side of the dominant power for the
time being, whether Mughal, Sikh or English.

In the middle of the sixteenth century quite a bumper crop arose
out of an apostle who called himself Pir Rokhan the “ saint of en-
lightenment,” or Pir Tarik the “saint of darkness,” as he was
more properly termed by the opposition. Bazid Answari, to give
him his full designation, was the son of a learned, devout and
orthodox Mullah in the Masaud Waziri capital of Kaniguram,
where by the way a colony of intrigning Sayuds still flourishes.
Brought up within the strict pale of the church, his early youth is
said to have been “edifying;” but he went away, travelled, fell
into evil company, consorted with Jogis and others, who taught
the Mullah’s son too much. He learnt a little philosophy from the
Sufis, adopted a good deal of the Hindu dogmas regarding trans-
migration of souls; grafted on this some startling theories of his
own, and went home to promulgate heresies enough to turn his
father’s beard grey. In fact the Mulluh’s feelings were so out-
raged, that he prepared to close the argument—and Bazid’s career
—with the usual knife. The latter came to the common conclusion
there was no chance for a prophet in his own country, and so left
it; and, after a life of adventure established himself on the
Peshawur Border, adding to religious heresy, the preaching of
sedition against the State. He put aside the Kordn, the shrines,
the miracles, or any set form of religion, and taught that divine
manifestations were made in the persons of holy men, particularly
in his own. The only way to heaven was through the intercession
of the Pir Kamil, “ the perfect saint.” He had also inspiration or
genius enough to see, that in order to succeed he must adapt his
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No sects made a stronger point of condemning sepulchral
honours to holy men, prostration before shrines, encouragement, to
their keepers, and the kind of religious exercises which Pathéns
most affect, than the Wahébis, or Muhammadan Unitarians; and
yet no more formidable apostle of insurrection ever appeared on the
North-West Frontier in India, than Sayud Ahmad of Bareilly.
The colonies which he planted still exist, and the strength of their
fanaticism has just been made evident during the Black Mountain
campaign by the two hundred who came on to certain death
at Kot Kai. The career of this particular man is well known in
connection with the State trial of his supporters in India, and
has been sketched in powerful lines by Hunter in his Iadian
Musalmans. A horse-soldier under a Pindaii freebooter, a student
of Arabic under the learned doctors of Delhi, a passionate
pilgrim to Mecca, a zealous reformer of the faith of Islim,
proclaiming his divine commission to extirpate the infidel world
from the Sikhs to the Chinese, his really great success was
among the mountains of the Yusafzai. The tribes cared little for
his reforms: when it came to the point they would have none of
them. They massacred his retinue, and very nearly made an end
of “the just prophet, the defender of the faith” himself, when he
essayed to reform their marriage customs. They preferred to go on
selling their women, and keeping their miracles ; but they responded
with enthusiasm when he proclaimed a holy war against the rich
Sikh towns of the Punjib. The chance of plundering the Hindus
was a delight not to be missed. Those who fell, had the apostle’s
assurance of heaven as martyrs for the faith; and, better still,
those who returned would be laden with booty.

The Jehad! against the infidel Sikhs began in 1826. To raiding,
the apostle’s followers added burning and murder, and for a while
carried all before them. In 1830 they reached their culminating
point by capturing Peshawur. The Sikhs retaliated by expeditions

! Holy war.
U
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any lawless Khién, or clan, that can be persuaded into taking the
initiative. The colonies of Palosi and Maiddn were founded after
the Akhund of 8wit used his inflyence to move them out of
Buneyr; and from the Black Mountain Expedition of 1868 to
the one of 1888 they have steadily practised their apostolic
vocation of preaching sedition among the tribes, who have at length
brought on themselves a just retribution for following their advice.
Even of late years, though so much may not have been heard of
them, they are known to have been active enough for mischief.
During the last Buneyr difficulties in 1885 they were ready to join
the Buneyrwals ; and their missionaries were canvassing supporters -
in India for funds in anticipation of a disturbance. In the same
year their leader, an old Maulvie of Maidan, had the effrontery to
demand a contribution of 5,000 rupees from the Deputy Com-
missioner of Hazéira, and to threaten reprisals if it was not paid.
The more closely the events which led up to the recent Black
Mountain expedition are investigated, the larger the share of in-
trigue that seems to be traced home to Palosi and kindred colonies
like the Parari Sayads. It was from among the latter that a pro-
claimed outlaw found the partisans who fired on our villages in
1884, raided on Bagrian, shot down peaceable villagers in 1888,
and kidnapped others continuously till 1889. And it was from
Palosi that another better known proclaimed outlaw, Hashim *Ali
Khin, whose name has figured conspicuously in the frontier
disturbances of late, originally drew the most dangerous section of
his followers.

Whether the severe lesson which the tribesmen have had at the
hands of General Sir John MacQueen, will induce them to once for
all turn out these disturbers of the peace, remains to be seen, but
it is probable nothing would contribute more to the establishment
of a permanent peace than a convention for the summary extradi-
tion of all the insurrectionary apostles in future.

v 2



CHAPTER XXXVIL
BORDER ROMANCE—A PATHAN ROMEO AND JULIET.

ALTHOUGH in a sense the Border Benedick includes a wife or
two among the properties with which he has to set himself up,
and to pay for at the ruling market rates; and though the position
of Pathin womenkind may too often be somewhat inferior to that
of the remaining live-stock—hewers of wood, and drawers of
water, rather harder worked than the ordinary household donkeys
—it must not be supposed that their menkind are by any means
impervious to the arrows of the blind god, or that in Border
hamlets, courts, camps, and groves, the warriors or saints, are not
ruled by exactly the same little word so potent everywhere else.
The character of the most ruffianly and murderous tribesman has at
times quite another side. For the most part, a love for the song
and the dance is a common characteristic. The famous Khattak
dance is an institution familiar to even the most casual visitors.
The huge blazing camp fire, the flashing swords, the circle of per-
formers going round with weird movements, and dancing to the
music of a wild chaunt. The Khattak pipes are as thrilling on
the Punjib Border as the slogan to any Highlander, only rather
more piercing. Festive gatherings are more or less common all
along it, and wherever they have not been prohibited by the
Mullabs, music and dancing make up the best part of the amuse-
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the Mithakhel sept of the Abakhel clan had then their summer
home at Barikot on the banks of the Swit river, and among them
Adam KbAn, the son of Hasn Khén, was the most distinguished
of the clansmen for his good looks, his grace and his prowess.
Renowned as a hardy sportsman and a skilful musician—and none
could equal his skill in playing the rabdd (the Pathiin guitar)—the
Romeo of the story was recognized as the chief of an admiring
circle of friends. Durkhini, the Juliet, wvas a daughier of Taus
Khin, a wealthy chief of the Khasi Khel sept of the same clan,
and lived at Ghalagin, a village close by. She was no less famous
a8 the most charming and accomplished of her sex. “Everywhere
was the fame of her beauty, her amiability, and her talents noised
abroad. Nowhere at that time was there her equal.”

The first scene of the lovers’ meeting is variously described as
by the snow-fed waters of Swit, or by the spring at Bazdarra—
“ The Hawk’s Eyrie”—to which Durkhani resorted for water when
the clans descended to the plains for the winter, a huge isolated
rock being riven in twain to cnable them to meet. A still more
favourite trysting-place was a blacksmith’s shop on the road to the
Malakand Pass, where Adam took his horse to be shod, and
Durkhiini her spindle to be mended. “Their eyes met, and from
that moment they loved.” Similar easily devised pretexts sufficed
for many meetings, and a tree is still pointed out, grown from the

g to which Adam used to tether his horse.

But between the Mithakhels and the Khasikhels was a long
standing feud. An ancient quarrel, as bitter as any in Verona, and
Durkhéini was by her parents betrothed to “ Paris”—in the shape
of Payiwai, a powerful chief of the Babuzai, a third sept of the clan.
The mutual passion of the lovers remained a secret, and Durkhini
observed a life of such privacy, that even at festival times, when
social restraint is a good deal relaxed, no one could get a view of her
face. With difficulty she is persuaded to go to her cousin Basaki's
wedding, though a long promised bridesmaid, and only goes on the
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Anon comes Adam, with two of his henchmen, who commence a
serenade outside the courtyard, the verses of which in some of the
metrical versions make up a large part of the poem. Durkhéni,
touched by the strains, inquires from the duenna as to the singer.
“ A green parroquet is he,” says she—the parroquet being held a
type of manly beauty, as the nightingale is of song—-“apparelled
in right proper garments, and his two friends are his wings. If
thou desirest to see him, this is thy time. Soon will he fly away,
and then thou wilt grieve, for his name is Adam Khén.” One of
the ““ wings ” extols her raven tresses, the other “her dainty arms,
that, like polished blade, have cut in twain Adam’s heart ;” while
he sings of the beauty of her face, laments in most touching notes
his unhappy case, and speaks of seeking exile in some distant land.
Durkbéni, recognizing the voice, her resolution no longer avails
against the pleadings of her heart, and despite the duenna’s cautions,
she, “inflamed with the wine of love,” flings the veil from her face,
and, rushing out of the chamber to meet her lover, falls fainting to
the ground.

“Modesty and shame, nay, wisdom her forsook :
Forgotten are by her the precepts of the book.”!

Her kinsfolk upbraid her for this most unseemly conduct, accuse
her of being bewitched, and proceed to fumigate her with wild rue,
to avert from her the evil eye. “Good aunt,” she replies, “have
done, I am not bewitched, and since I have by the flame of love been
burnt, scorch me not again with fire. If you would cure me, send
me forth with Adam, that I may fly with him.” The secret is out;
from that time their love is a matter of notoriety.

Then, in the version as compiled by Maulvi Ahmad, comes what
may not inappropriately be compared with the balcony scene.
Durkhini and her party have gone home to their winter quarters
in Lower Bizdarra, the lovers contriving to meet again en route at

1 Yiz., The Koréin.
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Lawrence, Pir Salil, the trusted confidant and preceptor, who with
the nurse arranges a plot to carry off the lady by force on the day
fixed for her wedding with Payiwai. Adam, moreover, goes to a
tribal chief, Mir Bami, and in approved Pathéin form ! throws him-
self upon him, a suppliant for assistance, which is given in the
shape of three hundred armed men, and a promise of shelter. These,
and one hundred of his own, Adam arranges as his supports, while
Miru and he, at a given signal catch up Durkhéni and the duenna in
the approved Lochinvar manner, are off at speed and in Mir Bimi’s
house before Payiwai’s forces are fairly aware of what has
happened.

Events in the tragedy now proceed apace. Mir Bimi is heavily
bribed by Payiwai to give up Durkhdni—an act of treachery, from
a Pathin point of view, of unpardonable baseness. So much so,
that Mir Bimi’s son, Gujar Khén, the friend of Adam, attacks his,
own father, and resolutely pursues him until he encompasses his
death. Death alone was not even sufficient to wipe out the dis-
honour of betraying a refugee : the whole of the perfidious chief’s
clan were afterwards seized with leprosy, and gradually died out,
nothing of it surviving but the disgrace, which has caused the very
name of Mir, or Pir, Bimi to become a synonym for an exception-
ally treacherous man—a Border Judas.

Gujar Khin unites bis forces with Adam, but both are drawn into
an ambuscade by Payiwai, and though the latter is beaten off, the
Balo is killed, and Adam badly wounded. Durkhéni, meanwhile,
spends her days and nights in tears waiting succour from Adam:
her only solace the tending of two flowers in the garden, one named
after herself, the other after herlover. On the day of the ambuscade
the flower named after Adam appears to droop and languish from
sympathy, and while she is watching it, Payawai enters with his
drawn sword, wet, as he boasts, with the heart's blood of Adam.

1 Claims the nanawatai (something akin to the Hindu Dharma) which no Pathén
can refuse.









CHAPTER XXXVII.
PATHAN POETRY.

SOoMEWHERE between the rich and occasionally extravagantly
voluptuous Persian and the simple verse of the ancient Arab may
probably be placed the poetry of the Pathfins, in fact of Afghéins
gencrally. Like the former it is tinged to some extent with the
mystic doctrine of the Sufis; poetry abounding in harmonious
numbers and richness of fancy, but that suggests merely pleasure
to the profane while professing to chaunt the fervour of love
divine: that deals in metaphor often of the most extravagant
kind : enthusiasm that takes the form of religious allegory scarcely
distinguishable from very earthly depravity—just as the kkirkah or
dervish’s cloak of rags, thickly-wadded and lined with silk, a form
of spiritual penance, hardly conceals exceedingly carnal joys. For
the more far-fetched a sort of slang dictionary would be needed;
by zephyrs are to be understood outbursts of grace; by wine is
meant devotion; the tavern is an oratory, its keeper a spiritual
guide ; inebriation, religious abstraction. The warmest description
of beauty denotes the perfection of the Deity: curls and tresses
are the attributes of glory; the lips inscrutable mysteries of his
essence ; kisses and embraces the transports of devout piety. But
in the main the love that tunes the recd of the Pathin has
wndoubtedly a ¢reat deal of the human in it; while, as might ~
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expected from a warlike race of hardy mountaineers, with few
wants and little chance of obtaining more than the bare necessaries
of life, their similes are more simple, and there is a breath of
patriotism and freedom pervading the whole.

If some of the writers were men who devoted themselves to
lives of penance aud religious abstraction, others again were
warriors who wiclded the sword still better than the pen, whose
sentiments were naturally chivalrous, whose devotion to the fair
sex was great, and whose odes were distinctly less Sufistic than
erotic. Such at any rate are the songs that commend themselvcs
to popular favour on the Border. The average Pathin accepts the
’ Amal-i-fismans or “ corporeal worship,” without troubling himself to
discover the ’Amal-i-ruhani or “ spiritual adoration,” if even the poet
ever intended his writings to bear any such transcendental meaning.

For Europeans this national poetry was practically discovered by
Raverty, and considerable selections from the best-known writers
translated by him and subsequently by Plowden as text-books.
Among these writers, perhaps the most popular are the two
Mohmand Mullahs, Abd-ur-Rahm#n and’Abd-ul-Hamid, the Shaikh
S’adi of the Pathins who both flourished on the northern Peshawur
Border about the beginning of the last century. Besides effusions
of a religious character the furmer wrote a number of love odes,
and two volumes of the latter bear the suggestive titles of Love’s
Fascination and a Collection of Pearls and Corals. Almost equally
popular, and still better known, was the warrior-poet Khushhal Khén
the Khattak, the ancestor of the famous old Khan Sir Khwijah
Muhammad, chief of the Teri, or Southern Khattaks, who has been
already referred to; for besides poetry and history he wrote on
many subjects, and translated Bidpii's excellent fables from the
Persian. Poetry, noless than the profession of arms, seems to have
run in the family. His eldest son Ashraf, under the name of
Hijrai, “ the exile,” before he was betrayed into the hands of
Aurangzebe, and *Abd-ul-Qadir, another son—who with ten brothers
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Romeo is made to speak of stealing immortal blessing from
Juliet’s lips, but says a Khattak bard—

“No one is cafable of explaining their sweetness,
The ambrosial nectar of Paradise is indigenous to her lips.”

* * * * * * *
“ A gingle moment lip to lip with the belov'd
And honey, milk, and conserves are alike forgot.”

Conserves may not sound highly romantic, but perhaps is as
much so as the modern slang has coined the expression “real jam.”
In a long ode of a different style Rahman writes—

“The face of one’s mistress, the sun, the moon, all three are the same;

Her figure, the cypress, and the fir, all three are the same ;

Honey, sugar, her lips, all three are the same ;

A garden, a paradise, her dwelling, all three are the sime;
Of my true love bereft, fire, or the bar: earth, to me are the same.”

And again—
“This is the Adored one—that is the rival.
This is the rose—that is the thorn.

This is the beloved —that is the daenna.!
This the treasure—that is the snake.

This is wisdom—that is love.
This is anguish—that the consoler.

This is separation—that is conjunction.
This is autumn—that the fresh spring.

This is devotion—that is sinfulness.
This is refulgence, but that is fire.

This is Rahmin—that is the Adored.
This is the sick—that is the physician.”
The following, though hearty, perhaps hardly sounds so com-
plimentary :—

“When I look on thy face, I am amazed at Allah's grace,
That He hath preserved thee safe from its ruddy glow.”

1 Sce the description of a duenna in Chap. XXXVI.
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Beauty, says Pope, draws us by a single hair: Rahméin desires
“no greater liberty than this, that I by the chain of my mistress
locks be bound,” and some of the ideas in the following are
distinctly novel as well as poetic :—

‘““How many, Joseph-like,! my love would from that pretty pit extract
If for her dimpled chin she let her tresses down as rope.
Could they but view her rosy lips the jewellers, I ween,
For Yaman sapphires would abandon further search.
Should my love in her beauty visit the grove,
The rose of the garden all claim to its beauty would waive.
Think not that even in Doomeday’s dire confusion,
Kamgar? will let go his grasp on her skirts.”

“ He jests at scars that never felt a wound,” is, for a country of
hills, not inaptly paraphrased by Rahman :—

“If thou fallest from the precipice of love thon wilt loose thy teeth,
Oh thomn who gnashest them at me by way of admonition.”

Some of the verses by Khushhil Khin and the Khattaks are
suggestive of Moore :—

“Where thou reclineth, the place a parteire of flowers becometh.
When in the mead thou roamest, the heart of the tulip is scarred.
When the sable locks about thy fair face zephyr disheveleth,

The fragrance of musk and amber is everywhere diffused.
Since in thy tresses my heart is lost, show me thy face,
For in night’s gloom, with lighted lamp, do we not seek lost treasures!”

“My graceful mistress’ beauteous form revealed :
In every limb is kindled passion’s flame.
And when T view her languishing soft eyes,
With wine of joy my goblet brimmeth o'er.”

“Stung by the serpents® of thy locks, the man recovers never.
Fruitless to visit toubs and shrines, useless all magic nrts
But pain and anguish and all grief hath fled :

I have to-day within my grasp the cup of joy.

! The famous Eastern hero whose brothers ‘¢ pitted him.”
2 The name of the author, which is generally introduced in the last line of the ode.
3 Serpents are in the East guardians of treasure.
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The nectar of thy lips has Kawsur?! put to shame,
The stream of life in Paradise, the spring of Mecca's shrine.”

* * * - 3 - »

“The lucky man who once his foot within her threshold plants,
He will the gates and walls of Paradise forget.
The prospect of heaven to come, is bliss to monk and priest,
But in meeting thee, Khushhal hath gained Puradise at once.”

Sometimes the lady is coy, and Ashraf Khin complains:—

“ Her promised kiss she ever makes a draft to pay to-morrow :
How with such promise can I my heart refresh?”

Khushhil Khin, whom Raverty credits with fifty-seven sons, was
cvidently susceptible where the Afridi ladies were concerned :—

“Fair and pretty are the Adam Khel Afridi maids,
With large eyes, long drooping lashes, and arched eyebrows,
Honey lips, rosy cheeks, and moonlike faces theirs.
Small mouths like rosebuds, teeth regular and white.
Round heads, covered with dark curls, of amber redolent.
Their bodies soft and sleek, smooth and glossy like an egg.
Their feet diminutive, heels round, and hips prominent.
Thin-stomached, broad-chested, and small-waisted.
In stature straight as alif?-and complexion fair.
Though like the falcons, I have wandered o’er the hills,
Many plump partridges have I my quarry made.”

Thorns are, however, not unfrequently associated with the rose,
and, quoth Rahméin :—

“Until a hundred thorns have pierced his heart,
How shall the Nightingale unto the rose gain pass?”3

And ’Abd-ul-Hamid puts a similar idea rather neatly :—

“As the rose, the more it is concealed, the more its perfume increaseth,
So the anguish of love from endurance becometh overpowering.”

! The river of Paradise, from which all the others have their source.
2 The first letter of the Arabic alphabet.
3 The attachment of the nightingale for his ‘‘sultana, therose ” is a constant Eastern
idea—
““ The maid for whom his melody,
His thousand songs are heard on high.” —Byron's Giaour,

X 2
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That in the good old days the Khattaks cheered themselves

with the wine-cup is well known, and Khushhil sings its praises
in several odes:—

“From out the clear azure flask,
O cup-bearer, bring thou unto me
A full goblet of that potent wine,
The remedy for grief, the consoler in woe.
Tell me not of the riches of this world ;
They cannot compare with one cup of wine.

* * * * *

From the cup-bearer then take thou the glass,
For therein is much gladness and joy.”

The odes of this writer cover a wider field and offer more
variety than most of the other Pathin bards. He is equally
eloquent in the praises of “Spring that has made the country
a garden of flowers,” whose breezes “ have cheered the clansmen
even more than the wine,” the time “when the maidens place
nosegays in their bosoms and the youths in their turbans.”
Still more does he delight in describing how those youths “ have
again made their bright swords rosy with their enemy’s gore, even
as the tulip—the heart’s seared flower—blossoms in summer;”
how they have “dyed red the Valley of the Khaiber, and poured
forth the tumult of war from Karrupah to Bajiwah.” “ There
is no deliverance in anything,” he says, “save the sword.” He
glories in the deeds of his ancestors, “ who had both the sword
and the board, both courage and courtesy, whose companions were
men of spirit who sported with their lives, who in all their dealings
were true and went to their graves dyed with blood. Such heroes
were they all” For him there is no spot like home : it is “ of
all others the spot,” and he thanks Allah that his forbears selected
it, “with its dark mountain ranges and the blue waters of the
Indus.” “ Who shall tell how beautiful it is in the spring after the
rain,” what “heart-ravishing sport for falcon, hawk, and hound
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more delicious than sherbet in the mouth ?” They are his Pharpar
and Abner, and it is of them he thinks when an exile in the
power of the Mughal, compelled to drink “the waters of Hind,
more vile than its horrid climate :—”

“Gentle breeze of the morn, if thon Khairibid pase,
Should thy course be by Indus bank, by the Khattak Akora,
Convey thou my greetings and greetings, again and again,
Of my love and regard carry many and many expressions.
Cry out to the father of rivers! with sonorous voice :
But unto the little Landai? mildly whisper, and say
Perhaps I once more may drink a cup of thy waters.”

It is satisfactory to know that the gallant warrior-poet lived
to get back and quaff many a cup of his favourite stream, and
write many a song that still lives in the memory of the Border
clansmen.

1 The Irdus. % The Kabul river.



CHAPTER XXXVIIL
THE BLACK MOUNTAIN.

THE little strip of rugged mountain lying east of the Indus, and
occupying the south-west corner formed by that river and the
British district of Hazira, is the last bit of country that need be
referred to in connection with any, even the most unworthy, of the
Yusafzai tribes. It has been recently invested with a specially
melancholy interest by the wanton murder of Major Battye and
Captain Urmston, and the punitive expedition that followed the
outrage. Otherwise, neither its extent nor its population would
warrant its being ranked as of any exceptional importance. The
tribes are not numerous, nor particularly warlike, and most of
them are miserably poor, but they, and the nests of fanatical
hornets they shelter, have for long proved capable of inflicting an
altogether disproportionate amount of annoyance. And just as in
the interests of good cultivation it occasionally becomes necessary
to smoke out or blow up the garden pests, it becomes, in the in-
terests of good Government, occasionally needful to adopt measures
that shall effectaally prevent our villages from being burned, our
villagers kidnapped, their cattle raided, and our officers from being
murdered by pests of another sort.

A long narrow granite ridge, rounded rather than sharp, 25 to
30 miles long, having more of the characteristics of Murree or
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Thandiina than Simla or Dalhousie, but an average height of
8,000 feet, with peaks at intervals rising to 10,000 feet; many
large precipitous and rocky spurs projecting from the sides in all
directions, in the narrow glens between which lie the tribal villages.
Along these spurs, which at the top occasionally widen out into
plateaus, affording room for the assembly of a considerable force,
arc the routes by which the mountain can be easiest ascended, or
the villages commanded, and it was by these that our troops ad-
vanced in 1852, 1868, and 1889, when the very highest peaks were
occupied. The lower slopes are covered with berbery and acacia,
replaced by forests of the Himalayan silver fir (4bics webbiana)
further up, whose dark and gloomy shade has earned for the
mountain the title by which it is known to both Europeans and
natives. Shade that, all the same, is varied with the light green
of the oak, sycamore, and horse-chestnut, and by frequent open
glades rejoicing in short rich grass. The whole, as a rule, well
watered ; springs are numerous along the slopes, and some of the
strecams flowing into the Indus attain a considerable size. A great
deal of hill-side is of course rocky and stony, but many places in
the season are fairly covered with Indian corn, a little wheat,
barley, mustard and inferior grains, and quantities of fodder. A
climate that in spring, summer, and autumn is excellent, but that
in winter has occasionally snow enough to stop communication over
the crest. All this, and more, is the Black Mountain, with possi-
bilities fcr a far better sanitarium than Murree, and with very
much about it, saving always “the spirit of man,” that may be
fairly described as “ divine.”

Certainly the dwellers on its slopes could not be brought under
any such classification, though it need not be assumed they are all
equally delinquents; and in some cases they might plead that
their misdeeds have been the result of bad company—* villainous
company.” The tribes on the western face are the Hassanzais and
Akazais, descendants of Isa, and the Chagarzais, descendants of
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Mali; all Yusafzais. The Akazais are the weakest, but probably
the best fighting men, and, with the Kh&n Khel section of the
Hassanzais, have during recent years been by far the most trouble-
some. The Chagarzais are the most numerous, though less born
to war than to trade and agriculture, their chief wealth being
their cattle. Once they marched up the hill to the Crag-picket
against us at Ambeyla, where their reception caused them to
march down, and straight home again. The Hassanzais were the
murderers of Messrs. Carne and Tapp, and all three tribes probably
share with the Sayuds and their hangers-on the responsibility for
the murder of Messrs. Battye and Urmston ; but none are credited
with the manly and many fine qualities of their kindred on the
west or Trans-Indus. On all other sides they are surrounded by
tribes, who, except as neighbours, are widely removed from them
in almost every way, who do not even belong to the same race.
On the south is Taniwal, the wildest bit of Hazra, the appanage
of our feudatory the chief of Amb, whose people, Tanaolis, are not
Pathins at all. In the adjoining sub-division of Agror, which is
under the direct management of another feudatory Khin, the in-
habitants are mainly Switis and Gujars. In Tikari, Nandibar,
Deshi, the three valleys which next lie in succession on the east
and, with the still larger one of Alldi, come between the Black
Mountain and the Hazéra district, the people are all Swétis. Not,
as their name might seem to imply, connected with the Swit
Valley, but, as already noticed in connection with the general
tribal distribution of the Peshawur Valley, the remains of a once
powerful and widely-distributed race, driven by the Dilaziiks from
the plain country into the hills, and subsequently hunted by the
Yusafzais out of Swiat and Buneyr—mainly eastward into Hazéra,
and a few westward into Kifiristin. In the valleys where they
now predominate, the term covers an exceedingly heterogeneous
people—a little dash of Greek on an ancient Aryan stock, with a
liberal mixture of Hindu and Turk, Pathin and Gujar. Though
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they would in many cases now describe themselves Pathin, the
latter would probably have to strain his vocabulary to find an ex-
pression sufficiently contemptuous to describe the Swatis. They
have little in common with the former save his vices rankly
luxuriant, and the bigotry of Sunni Muhammadans. Inferior in
physique, and without his courage, their instincts are nevertheless
said to run naturally towards murder and avarice; and they arc
described by pretty well everybody all round as cowardly, deceptive,
cruel, grasping, lazy. “Replacing the bold frank manner of the
Pathiin by the hang-dog look of the whipped cur.” The Oswald
Whyecliffes, preferring a whole skin, but ready to commit any crime
or to get any Bertram Risinghams who may be bold enough
ruffians to do it for them. It is at the same time always
dangerous to generalize in too sweeping a way regarding tribes by
no means well known, and spread over so large an area, and the
condemnation may be too sweeping. So far as we know them, in
and adjoining Haziira, or have met them in expeditions, they would
not, save in the matter of treachery and deceit, be formidable as
cnemies, 1t is improbable, with their own internal quarrels and
feuds with the adjoining Pathins, that they would combine against
us, unless it were to protect themselves from retaliation; and it
would only be necessary to take up a strong and permanent
position on the Black Mountain to cnsure the submission of all
the surrounding Swiitis.

Colonics of Sayuds, and others of the baneful o-der, occupy
s:veral of the glens on the mountain itself. In two on the eastern
slope, extending from the highest peak, the Muchai, down to the
Deshi fort of Trund, are the Pariari Sayuds. On the western face,
among the Hussanzais, are the Sayuds of Tilli; one or two more
are scattered through the Chagarzai countiy, and a rather formid-
able religious body, the Akhund Khels, holds the glens and spurs
~n the extreme north-west corner down to the river Indus.
Numerically oIl are insigpificant, but they cenld ealenlate on
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receiving more or less assistance from kindred colonies across the
river. This was to some extent the case during the last expedition,
and, had the operations not been prompt, and the force employed
overwhelming, these colonies would probably have become centres
to which the disaffected from the adjacent tribes, both Pathin and
Switi, would naturally gravitate.

All told, it is doubtful if the fighting-men on the Black Mountain,
including all the Pathins and the religious colonies, amount to
more than 6,000 or 7,000 men, of which probably not half are
armed with matchlocks, the rest having nothiog better than swords,
or spears. The Chagarzais might calculate on an extra 1,000 or
2,000 from the Trans-Indus sections of their tribe; and the ad-
joining Switis, Allaiwiis, Nandiharis, Tikariwils, Deshiwils, and
Thakotis could possibly contribute 13,000 or 14,000 still moro
indifferently armed, but the extent to which they would be drawn
in would necessarily be dependent on the policy declared.

The recent expedition under General Sir John McQueen was
directed mainly against the Akazais, Hassanzais, Pariari-Sayuds
and the Hindustiini Fanatics of Palosi. Undertaken, on a large
scale, with a force vastly superior to anything the ill-armed and
insignificant tribesmen were likely to be able to bring into the
field—it was short, sharp, and in its way decisive enough. There
was one advance, by a band of fanatics, brave to rashness, a handful
of “warriors of the faith” charging regiments of breechloaders
which cost us the life of the gallant Major Beley, and resulted in
the practical extermination of what, had they been Englishmen,
we should have termed a Forlorn Hope. After this there was
nothing but a flying enemy, hiding behind rocks and trees, or
skulking for a chance at parties adva:ncing—possibly to burn his
homesteads. As a lesson it may be hoped it was successful, but
to judge from a standard of high policy, or of permanent results, it
may fairly be doubted if it was worth the valuable lives and large
outlay of money spent upon it. The offending tribes were severely
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shown on any map.! From Derband the road is passable for
horsemen for some distance; beyond Kotkai, in the Hassanzai
country it is more difficult, as our troops found to their cost, while
further up, spurs run straight down so steep that even mules
cannot pass. A flying visit of a few hours was made by one
detachment of troops to Thakot, but the long strip of Chagarzai
country was not entered at all, and the opportunity for an
examination lost. Regarding the country above Thakot we are
still absolutely without information, till Major Biddulph takes up
the parable of the upper Indus in his work on the Hindu Kush.

Looking at such maps as are available it would seem that the
Allai Valley would make an excellent boundary to the North ; it is
conterminous with British territory in Hazira, though separated by
a range 11,000 to 12,000 feet high. This crossed, there is a long,
rich, well-cultivated valley, some 12 miles wide, straight to the
Indus, the Sirhan stream, which runs down its centre, joining the
river opposite Barkot; while a vast range, upwards of 15,000 feet
high, separates it from Kohistin on the North.

This, or any boundary that would have included the whole of
the Black Mountain, would hav_e insured a final settlement of a
troublesome question at the smallest cost. The opposition would
not have been greater than to our temporary occupation, while it
would have brought with it the most perinanently beneficial re-
sults; would have had an excellent effect on the whole of the
Yuzafzai tribes; provided a splendid sanitarium for cantoning
troops, well supplied with fuel and water, and afforded a magni-
ficient strategic position, having the most formidable natural
defence along its front, and which an easily constructed railway
through the Hazira Valley, would link in with all our com-
munications behind. A few years of good government moreover

1 That a river, within twenty miles of our outposts, should have to be indicated
on the best maps by approximate dots, and which dots, on at least one important
occasion, were found to have some miles of error, requires no further comment.
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would go far to see a set of people now but little removed from
savages, converted into a community as well-behaved and as
prosperous as their neighbours in Hazira; and might well have
been hailed as the inauguration of a Border policy on thoroughly
sound principles,



CHAPTER XXXIX.
A BIT OF “ YAGHFSTAN.”

MoRE is probably known about many of the remote regions of
Central Asia than concerning the countries adjacent to the river
Indus within a short range of our own Border. This, of course, is
in a great measure due to the exceptionally inaccessible nature of
the higher Tndus Valley; the immense mass of lofty mountains
through which the river forces its way ; the deep valleys, often
approached by openings affording little more than a path alongside
some torrent, rushing between overhanging rocks, dangerous to any
but a skilled eragsman ; with no roads, save the merest tracks ; no
bridges beyond those of plaited birch twigs, swaying with every
sust of wind ; and with no communications at all for many months
of the year. Not a little, also, to the character of the fanatical
and lawless tribes who inhabit the reaches immediately adjoining
us, and who bar the way to traders and travellers alike. But
ameng these mountaing, and in these valleys, often very extensive
and of great fertility, are communities, numerous and prosperous,
that for many gencrations have remained little changed or in-
tluenced by the events passing around them, and have maintained
their own customs, their own dialeets, and, to ¢ 7reat extent,
~idoly differing peculiarities of race and of creed

imite of tha Rloek Mountain practically neacr wh.  aite of
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the Pathin to the left of the Indus, though on the right he extends
much further up; and in the lateral valleys above Buneyr are
more or less pure-blooded Yusafzais, who maintain their con-
nections with Swiit. Then come tribes with a good deal of mixed
Pathin blood in their veins, and of Pushtu in their speech, often
known as “ Necmchas,” or half breeds. - Further, again, all trace of
Afghin blood disappears, or is to be found only in scattered
colonies. For a long distance, however, the creed is nominally
Muhammadan, beginning with the fierce fanaticism of Palosa—the
“Kila Mujahidin,” a colony of “warriors of the faith,” supported
entirely by contributions from their sympathizers in Hindustén,
who, until they were dispersed by the recent Black Mountain
expedition, devoted their time to drill, giving the words of command
in Arabic, firing salutes with cannon made of leather, and blus-
tering about the destruction of the infidel power of the British,—
but getting gradually diluted, till, among isolated spots in Kohistéin,
are found Muhammadans who shave their heads, worship rude
sculptures of the horse, and are ignorant of a single word of the
Korin.

In the comparatively small but fertile valleys of Tikari, Nandihar,
and Deshi, the bulk of the people are Switis, Muhammadans by
creed, classing themselves as Pathin, ethnologically more nearly
connected with the people in the adjoining glens. The same is
the case in Allii, a larger and still finer valley, drained by one
stream to the Indus, though about a fourth of this is possessed by
Sayud or other religious fraternities. All are plentifully irrigated,
and grow considerable quantities of rice and Indian corn. The
castern end of Allii is described as possessing a succession of grass
and forest-covered mountain slopes, dotted with fields of wheat and
barley, and prosperous villages. The whole valley is perhaps
capable of furnishing 7,000 fighting men, and the three former are
credited with about 8,000, recognizing as leaders the Khins of
Trand and Batgram. Onu the opposite side of the river are the

y -
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Gliorband and Kinra Valleys, the latter being almost entirely a
Sayud colony, A range rising 15,000 feet separates Allii from
Kohistan, “the land of mountains,” which interposes a thousand
square miles of snowy peaks and rocky wastes between Khigin, or
the upper part of Hazira, and the Indus; and extends again on
the west of that river right away to Dir and Chitral. Among
Afghiins the name is often used to describe the whole country
westward to Kibul, or districts inhabited by other races they have
only partly displaced; just as Yaghestin, “the rebellious or
independent country,” is the general term for all the little hill
republics, who acknowledge no suzerain or at any rate pay mno
attention to him. The main features of the Cis-Indus Kohistin
are two valleys running cast and west from Hazira to the Indus,
the Nila Naddi, and the Chicharga, separated from each other by
a range that, by way of varicty, has an elevation of nearly 17,000
feet. The two streams fall into the Indus near Jalkot and Palas
respectively, and incideatally, it may be noted, a good road would
be possible down either to the Indus from Hazira by opening out
one of the passes from Khigén, or from Bhogarmang. At present
the country is destitute of roads as we understand roads, and in
winter the access is only by river, crossing and recrossing at
intervals.  Of trade there is some in timber but little of anything
clse, though Puttun on the Indus is reputed a large and flourishing
place, with much fertile land, a population almost redundant, and
may perhaps claim to be the capital of Kohistin, if such a collection
of mountains can be said to possess a capital.

By the people themselves the country is often called Shinkari,
“the land of the Shins,” Muhammadans, but not Pathins—
probably the remains of a number of cognate tribes of Indian
origin, forced by Moslem invaders to become Muhammadans.
They are reported powerful, well built, clean-limbed, dark-com-
psexioned, quick-eyed, sharp-featured people, brave but quiet,
aven . osvitality, nowhere particularly zealon: “or *he faith of
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Islim, and in many valleys retaining many Hindu customs, and
still preferring their own particular idols. Some of the dialects, of
which Biddulph, in an account full of interest, describes several,
are founded on Sanskrit, with a pretty general admixture of Pushtu
They, along with tribes to the north and north-west, have, by
certain authorities, been dragged in to help to build up the theory
of the Dards and Dardistin; a title which, so far as they are
concerned, is altogether misleading. There are a few people on
the Indus, near Koli and Palus locally called Dards, but they are
only an insignificant tribe among a great variety of distinct races,
speaking different dialects, frequently different languages, and
called by the most diverse names. And unless the word Dard is
to stand for any people of probable Aryan extraction, it is quite
inapplicable. In language, dress, habit, and probably race, these
Indus Valley communities have most in common with the peoples
of Gilgit, of Astor in Kashmir, or of Ladik, as described by
Cunningham.

Chilas, another thousand square miles of still more mountainous
country, on its southern side for some little distance conterminous
with Haziira, comes in between Kohistin, the Indus, and Kashmir.
The Kashmir Maharajah is, in & sort of way acknowledged as
suzerain by certain of the little communities. some of whom pay
him a small annual tribute of goats or of gold dust, and one sends
three hostages, or residents, changed every year, to Kashmir. The
officials of that State do not, however, interfere, or even visit
Chilis, and any attempt of the Maharajah to exercise his authority
would probably be resisted. Many are so difficult of access either
from the river, Kashmir, Gilgit or Yassin, that a very little
resistance would suffice to keep off a considerable force, and a
former Sikh expedition sent from Kashmir against the Childs valley
met with a disastrous defeat. The highest peaks in this literally
“land of thc mountain” rise in the case of Nanga Parbat, “the
naked mountain,” to over 16,700 feet. A magnificent peak, but
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a mere hill compared to Gilgit opposite, which within a small area
boasts of twenty peaks from 20,000 to 24,000, and eight from 24,000
to 27,000 feet high. The balance of Chilis however is to a great
extent snow and rock, over 11,000 feet, succeeded by pine forests,
down to 5,000 feet, and on the slopes below, in some half-dozen
principal valleys, a crop of grass and wild vegetables—rhubarb,
carrots, onions, &c.—that afford grazing for considerable herds of
cattle, with occasional fields towards the Indus, more especially in
the valleys round the village of Childs; but the general aspect or
the country is like the old Sanskrit description of Parbat—bare
and poorly wouded. Practically it is rainless, a single fall in the
year being a good average, though there is a fair amount of irri-
gation from the mountain streams.

The people are more recent converts to Islim than the Kohis-
tinis ; some of their glens seem rather a favourite resort of Mullahs
from Swilt, and are consequently zealous and bigoted much beyond
any of their neighbours.  Others again have religious systems of
their own, and in one case the tutelary deity is a rudely sculptured
horsc named the Taibans horse. They, or many of them, are
Sunis, and any Shiahs who fell into their hands would be put to
death without the alternative of slavery. They are not so abso-
lutely cut oft from communications as we are accustomed to think.
There are roads from the upper Swiit into the extensive Kandia
valley ; from Yassin to the Sazin and Tangir Valleys, both fertile
and extensive, extending down to the Indus; and the road from
Khigin in Hazira, by the Babusar Pass, is put at a seven days
journey to the Indus, and from the Kishen-Ganga Valley in
Kashmir, by the Shoto Pass, as a five days’ journey. The road,
moreover, which under the present Resident, the Kashmir state
has taken in hand, from the north of the Wular Lake near
Srinagar, by the Rajdiangin Pass into the Skardo route, and
fromn that again by the Kanuri Pass into the Astor Valley, and
w Runii on ‘he Tndye to Gilgit, some 170 miles. which ‘g to be



A BIT OF “YAGHESTAN.> 325

made a good military road, will do a good deal to open out better
communications. At present the roads are only practicable for
footmen, and are closed in winter, while it is doubtful if Childs
can be reached by way of the Indus at all; and it is, therefore,
not astonishing to find that this difficulty of access has contributed
to keep the little communities almost as isolated as so many
different nations. The distinctive character of this bit of Yagh-
estdn is, in fact, the number of what are practically independent
States, republics in miniature. Mr. Drew describes one called
Thalich, which is probably well in the running, as the very
smallest existing, consisting of only eleven houses. The system
of government in these Liliputian commonwealths is, nevertheless,
advanced enough to suit the most gifted faddist. Each village,
according to Biddulph, elects its own representative or “Jushteros,”
according as the candidates are deemed brave, eloquent, and
liberal, and enjoys Home Rule, irrespective of its neighbours.
It has its own parliament, called “Sigas,” which is quite
public, all who please joining in the discussion, the * Jush-
teros” encouraging outsiders to give their advice, which,
having heard, they seldom take. There is, moreover, already a
system of Federation, a single Jushtero being deputed from each
village parliament to the federal Sigas, which is also open to the
public. The public, having relieved its mind, a loud whistle is
given, after which only “ Jushteros ” are allowed to talk or to vote.
The Sigas does not deal with criminal offences; these are usually
left to the church, tempered by ancient custom. Murder is rare,
but is regarded as a personal matter for the nearest relative to
settle, though blood feuds are not permitted to stand over long.
Slavery is a recognized institution in most of the republics. A
still more singular custom exists in many valleys, and it is said to
be among the most ancient of the institutions. The sexes are
kept strictly apart all summer, from May till September. In the
spring, the young man has to take his flocks to the mountain, and
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of Buneyr, Swilt, Dir, Bajiwar, and Kunér, are a series of still less
familiar states—Nager, Hunza, Gilgit, Yasin, Chitral, and others.
And, further west, the unexplored and almost unknown country
of Kafiristin. No mere congeries of robber tribes, but settled
and extensive agricultural communities, with rulers who in many
cases boast a long unbroken descent. Peoples of the most varying
types. Traces of Hindu, Mongol, and Tartar alternating with
Pathin, Aryan, and conjectural Greek ; or, according to a recent
Russian authority on the look out for natural subjects for the
Czar, “incontestably Slav.” Of creeds, that include the worship
of rock-cut figures of Buddha, customs of the most orthodox
Brahmins, with others like the Shins, that hold everything
connected with the cow as the most hopelessly unclean—secluded
valleys where still lingers the influcnce of Zoroaster and the fire
altars, or again vary between the primitive Aryan to the worship
of the Lingum, the tree, or incantation pure and simple; over
all of which an easy-going Muhammadanism seems gradually
spreading itself, which the Pirs and the fervid Mulahs from Swit
and Buneyr are doing their best to extend. Tribes and castes differ-
ing in almost every characteristic from anything, not only on
our more immediate Border, but from India generally; speaking
languages and dialects often not understood out of their particular
valley, of which Biddulph gives glossaries of ten, and which require
a skilled philologist to classify ; societies given to drinking wine
and making merry, who lay down cellars of clarified butter, and
do not consider it is ripe till it has acquired the deep red of a
century’s kcepin;g; with whom dancing is for both sexes the
national amusement and polo the national game ; who still practise
the ordeal of fire, and are so free from ordinary jealousy that custom
requires a man given to hospitality to place his wife at his guest’s
disposal.  Countries and peoples of the greatest possible
ethnological as well as political interest, of whom fragments
have been sketched in accounts by Messrs. Shaw, Drew, Leitner
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and Biddulph, but which remain to a great extent to be still
deseribed.

Northward of the whole again, the Hindu Kush forms the great
watershed between the Indus and the Oxus, the passes over which
are probably sufficiently difficult to deter any large army venturing
there. But the more we learn about them the easier it appears to
be for a small force to etfect a passage in many places, and, having
crossed, to rendezvous in some central valley, such as Chitril, the
seat of the ruler of Kashkir, as it is sometimes called, which is
sufficiently large and fertile, and thence work southwards towards
Gilgit or Jelilabid. The mischief would be almost equally great if
the intruders stayed there, and extended their influence to Kaébul
or Kashmir or over the fanatical tribesmen along our Pathiin border,
a contingency it is obviously necessary to take measures to prevent.

For the same reason it is undesirable these countries should fall in
any way under the control of Afghiinistin. A dozen independent
and rival states between Kashmir and Kibul is at any rate more or
less of asafeguard against treachery in either. Amir Abdur Rahman
is known of late years to have been casting a covetous eye in this
direction.  Their internal quarrels, which in Kifiristdn are unceas-
ing, not merely with their Muhammadan neighbours, but amorng
various scctions of the people, he has readily seized upon as an
excuse for interference, and there is no doubt this has been
supplemented by still more active intrigues. His expedition
against Kifiristin and Bajaur was stopped not so much by the
sturdy resistance of the Bajauris, as by the Shinwari rebellion
nearcr home, and his promises to rctuin at a more convenient
scason have caused a certain amount of uneasiness, for the Amir’s
convenient season is oft-times a bitter one,

It would be well therefore in the first place to let it be clearly
understood  that these communities are to be considered entirely
satside the limit of Afghin influence; and in the nevt to take
«ome active measyres to ensure that British infli. .. .call pe
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established instead. To some extent this has been begun already
by the Lockhart mission to Chitril, and by the establishment of a
resident in QGilgit. It will be assisted by the opening of the
Kashmir Gilgit road, and would be materially increased by the
construction of the railway to Dhaka which would enable
regiments to move at a short notice in Jeldlibdd. The states are
as a rule ready to welcome English officers, Kafiristin more
especially so—a country whose tendencies and sympathy have
more in common with the Aryan stock than any single community
along our entire north-western border.

If the Yaghestin states can retain their independence, well and
good, if not British influence must be paramount, and the sooner
direct measures are taken to accomplish this the better.

Pathan Fiddle (rabdt) and Knife (chhura).



CHAPTER XL.
THE HAZARA VALLEY.

WHAT Shakespeare makes Bolingbroke say of English feasts,
would apply to any account of the Border that should finish with
Hazira, “the daintiest last, to make the end most sweet.” And
along the whole frontier, from Karichi to Kashmir, there is nothing
that, for the grandeur of its mountains, its plentiful streams,
picturesque scenery, and charming variety, can touch the Haziira
Valley ; and probably few can boast a more interesting diversity
of people, more thriving villages, or where prosperity more ob-
viously marks the security of British rule. A long tongue of
territory, of thoroughly alpine character, with a ring fence of lofty
mountains that separate it from the rich valleys of Kashmir, and
the vast waste of rocky and snowy peaks that go to make up
Kohistin; between the impetuous Jhelum with its feeders, and
the more solemn and severe Indus. To the north are the distant
snow-clad ranges of Childs, with the mighty Nanga Parbat as a
central figure. To the east the high rounded Khigén peaks, afford-
ing excellent grazing almost to their tops, and whose sides, where
not clothed with grass, are covered with forests. A vista of moun-
tains, that from the perpetual snow of “ Moses's seat,” run south by
a scries of lovely hills and charming little stations, known as the
Gullies, to Murrec. Westward: beautiful wooded peaks, glens, and
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ranges, hardly less lofty, and not less attractive, separate it from the
independent Switi valleys that drain into the Indus, while the Black
Mountain rises beyond the luxuriant glades of Agror. Cultivation
covers every bit of level ground, from the prolific fields of Harripur
and Pakhli, to the narrow strips industriously terraced out of the
hill sides in the most distant glens; and everywhere, that cultiva-
tion is plentifully irrigated. Water, the one thing the Border so
much wants, and the absence of which deprives so much of our
mountain fringe of half its beauty, is here in every form. The
deep blue silent lakes of Khigin, the raging forces of the Indus
and the Jhelum, the almost fiercer torrents of the narrow little
Kunhdr, the minor tributary streams that run in all directions, and
channels from which carry the water to every field, turn all the
mills to grind the corn, husk the rice, or clean the cotton, and
are what the Swiitis call the “ female slaves ” of the cultivator.

A wealth of wood and water, luxuriant grass and innumerable
flowers, specked with thriving villages and prosperous homesteads :
witness that, in Hazira at any rate, the Empire is peace; while
in the centre of the valley the practical embodiment of that
Empire is marked by the station and cantonment of Abbott-
abdd. The most favoured of the Border stations, Abbottabiid
scems to combine the views and the climate of the hills, with
the freedom of the plains. Where English green lanes run
through gardens filled with a profusion of tropical and temperate
fruits and vegetables; where a wealth of superb English roses
and English shrubs, flourish side by side with the most beautiful
varieties of the cedar and the pine, the chestnut and the chenar.
And where it may also be said—not in order to round off a sentence
in an idyllic fashion, but as matter of history—English civilization
and English administration have brought to a number of by no
mzans the best types of Border races, a freedom from strife,and an
amount of prosperity they could never have developed any other
way. The district was taken over by the British, as a too turbulent
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that to the Afridi or Yusafzai. His valley seems to have been the
corner to which the less warlike races were gradually driven, and
he is the modern representative of those races. Originally the
valley was occupied by a mixed people of Indian or Aryan origin,
When the inferior Pathin Dilaziks got pushed out of the Pesha-
wur Valley, in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, they fled across
the Indus to Hazira. The Tandolis followed suit in the seventeenth,
Then the Jaduns, from the slopes of Mahéban, came and took pos-
session of a strip for themselves. The Karldgh Turks, who came
with Timur, if not with Chengiz Khan, annexed a bit of the Pakhl
plain. The Sayuds under Jalil Béba did the same in Khigfn,
the Tarins lower down, and finally the Yusafzais crossed the Indus,
pushed everybody back a bit, and took up the Black Mountain.
When the variety that went to make up the original stock is con-
sidered, it must be admitted the population is likely to be a little
mixed. Broadly, the present distribution is somewhat as follows
North of Manserah the Switis hold pretty well the whole, about
one-third of the district ; descendants from tribes of Indian origin,
like Gujars, Ghakkars, Dunds, and Karils, with the admixture
iust referred to, the south and south-east ; Jadunsin the Dor Valley
in the centre; Taniolis west in the semi-independent appanage
of Amb; Switis and Gujars again in Agror and up to the Yusafzai
of the Black Mountain, with Sayud families scattered through the
whole.

The unsatisfactory nature of the Swéti has already been com-
mented on. His deceit is a proverb. The story of his agricultnral
partnership with the devil, a legend, with many counterparts in
many tountries. How under the first contract, when the Swéti
was to have all that grew above, and the devil all that grew below,
the ground, he sowed Indian corn ; and when at harvest time his
partner complained of his share, the Switi, protesting his desire to
play fair, agreed to reverse the bargain. This arranged, the next
season he sowed carrots, and got the better of his Satanic majesty
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grinding, with fatal results to her virtue; the Dilaziks brought
with them many ladies of too easy virtue; the tendency of the
Turk is to laziness and indulgence ; and the Turin is greatly under
petticoat influence.

Any outline of the social habits and tribal customs of so

Dress of the BanAwl Fakirs, Hazira.

diversely constituted a community would occupy an altogcther
disproportionate amount of space. They agree in the one pecu-
liarity of being fairly submissive subjects. Anything like open
violence is rare; the bullet and knife of the assassin are more
generally replaced by the weapons of fraud or intrigue; and the
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bulk of the people seem to have a greater inclination towards
patient toil, than for letting their neighbours’ blood. All the
same, that most beautiful of mountain glens—the Agror Valley,is
a perfect hot-bed of intrigue, and always contains the elements of
possible trouble. The Khin was removed under surveillance to
Lahore in 1868, but subsequently restored to his authority, and for
a time all went well. There is, however, unfortunately reason to
suppose that the recent Agror intrigues with the Black Moun-
tain tribes have been at the bottom of many of our troubles in
that direction; and it is a matter always requiring to be carefully
guarded against.
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ABBOTABAD, cantonment of, 331
Abdul Gafur, the Akhund of Swit,

280
Abd-ul-Hamid, the Pathdn Shaikh 8’ddi,
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Abdul Hagq, son of ditto, 285
Abd -ur- Rahmdn, a Pathdn
303
Adam Khin and Durkhéni, 294
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102 ; likeness to Jews, 96 ; traditions,
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Afridi Pathdns, main divisions, 188
Aka Khels, 188
Adam Khels, 188—Jowikis, - 189,
Gallais, 189
Zakha Khels
Kukis
Malikdin Khels
Qumba Khels
Afridis general characteristics of, 183 ;
origin of, 188 country of, 187 ; feuds,
186 ; story of an Afridi fend, 191;
small reverence for mullahs, 184 ; readily
enlist, 187 ; jirgahs, 254
Agror, sub-division of Huzira, 313; in-
trigues in, 336
Akbar, in the Peshawur valley, 221
Akhund Darwdza of Peshawur,
288
Akhund Khels, a religious colony of,
314
Akhunds, Border Popes, 139; of Swit,
280
Akra, ancient mounds of, 127
Allai Valley, 313, 821
Amb, chief of, 313
Ambeya, pass into Buneyr, 276; campaign
of the, 278
Amir of Afghinistin, prohibitory duties
imposed by, 205; power of defence
against Russia, 208
Apostles of insurrection, 286
Ashraf, a Pathin poct, 303
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Babhusar Pass, Hazira horder, 324

Badraga, or *‘ safe conduct,” 146

Bihadurkhel, salt beds of, 150

Bain Pass, Dera Ismail disirict, 28

Bijaur, valley of, 271 ; iron of, 271 ; taken
by Bérber, 219

Bangash Pathdns, 143

Bannu, civil district of, 126 ; importance
of strategical position, 130; new military
road to, 131; proposed railway to, 181;
want of water supply for, 132

Bannu, chief passes on border of—Shakdu,
104 ; Kaisor, 104; Tochi, 119 ; Barfin,
119 ; Khasora, 119; Gumati, 132 ; Bar-
ganattu, 182

Bannuchis, mongrel Pathiins, 129

Barfin Pass, Bannu district, 119

Barawal, valley of, 271

Barganattu P’ass, Bannu district, 182

Birber, frontier tour of, 219; foray
against hill tribes of, 219 ; in the Pesh-
awur Valley, 216; marries a Pathiln lady,
219

Bizdara Pass into Buneyr, 276

Beka, the hermit of, 281

Bellew, Dr., work on Yusafzai, 266

Biloch division into tribes (fumdns), clans
(paras), sections (pallis), &c., 54

Biloches, early distribution of, 33 ; general
description of, 23 ; original home of, 28 ;
principal border tribes, 56 ; two great
sections of, 30 ; raids and forays by, 50 ;
romantic vendettas of, 50 ; Im{intiom of,

27

Bilochistdn, former chronic rebellion in, 21;
limits of, 18 ; our present position in, 5;
physical characteristics of, 19 ; chief
hivisionn of, 18—Gundava, Jaliwan, Lus
(Beyla), Makrin, Sariwan

Bir Bal the Mughal, killed by Yusafzals,
221

Birmal Highlands, 120

Bitaunni Pathins, account of, 94

Black Mountain, the, 291, 811; a final
settlement for, 817 ; tribes on, 262

Blood-money, Puthdn idea of, 114
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Blosli-money, a Pathian term, 213
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11; close avstem on, condemned, 2
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on, 2008 ; festive gntherings on, 292 ; im-
Jortance of information regarding, 6;
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in repard to, 15 militia, 140 ; outlaw, a,
177 ; romanee, 292 : Pathins in a chronic
state of war, 250 ; Popw, a, 280 ; serious
want of topographical knowledte regmid-

inz, % tribes, strength of, 182; and
cliaracteristies of, 9 ; thieves, expertness

of, 173 ¢ sentries, 174
Borderer, a domeatie, 232
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Brahui ditto, 23 ; traditions of, 33
Bughti  ditte, 57
Buneyr Valley, 274 passex inte, 276
Buneyrwal Patlidins, 276 5 diflicalties with,
in 1» 201
Ll mantilla, 240, 296

.

Cideli-em-adive-(rs, 180

Clieliar Pans, Dera Ghiazt distriet, 48

Chamkannies, settlements of, 162 love
feasts of, 162

Chigwios, or Biloch

Chilis, country of, 323

Chitral, State of, 227 5 routes to, 1607

Colonies ot fanaties, 261, 200, 321

Crime in the Peshawur Valley, 228

1ds, 61

D,

Dalazaks, donbtful Pathans,
actoas the Indus, 220

Dalu-Rai, an early tyrant, 44

Dands andd Dardistan, 323

Pawesh Khiel Waziri athins, 106

Daundzais, sub-division of the Ghoeria Khel
Patlians, 219

Dawar Valley, account of the, 118 ; en-
tranees to the, 119

Dawaris, degieled Pathans, 1215 request
fer British protection, 133

Deligans of the Lughman Valley, 250

Dera Ghazi Khan, eivil district of, 46 ;
Lill streams of, 47 @ town tounded, 55 ;
principal passes on bonler of, 48 5 Suri,
Zanzi. Chachar, Kahd, Raki, Sakhi
Narwar, Videre, Sowari, Shori, Mahei,
Sangarh, Kawan, 49

D Ismail Khan, civil distriet of, 75 ;
wincipal pusses on border of, 77, 78
Dbl Vahoa, Shaikh Haidar or Zao,
wumal, Tank, Shuza, Rain, Peyzu
[ FRER Y | PR ) D O

216 ; diiven

INDEX.

Dir, valley of, 271

Diriland Pass, Dera Ismail district, 76
Dreshak Biloches, 56

Dumars, Kakar Pathans, 59

Dumkis, Rind Biloches, 34

Dund tribe in Hazira, 333

E.

Expeditions against the Bahlolzai Waziris,
108 ; the Black Mountain, 315; the
Dawaris, 124 ; the Hindustini fanatios,
the Jowaki Afridis, 189 ; the Kabul-Khel
Waziris, 106 ; the Mohmauds, 249;
the Omkzais, 168 ; the Shirauis, 8§8;
the Takht tribes, 88; the Zaimukhts,
161

F.

Fikir, or mendicant friar, 138

Feuds of the Pathin soldier, 177 ; atory of
an Afridi, 191

Frontier Force, composition of the, 175;
likely to be moditied, 181 ; strength of,
181

Froutier garrisons, the chief, 1S0

Frontier nailway extension and military
reads, 2

G.

Gambila or Tochi river, 119

Gandamak, treaty of, 141, 147, 203

t;dr and Sdémil, Pathin political divisions,
144

Ghilzais, origin of, 79 ; divisions of (see
Pucindahs), along the Khaiber route,
199

Ghoria Khel, an original division of Pa-
thans, 217

tihoria Khel, snb-divisions of, 219—Moh-
mands, Khalils, Daudzais

(rigianis, original division of Pathins, 217

Gilgit, state of, 327 ; new road to, 324;
mountains of, 324

Guides, corps of, 175 ; a really happy man
of, 178

Gujars and Gakkhars in Hazira, 334

Gumnal Pass, Dera Ismail district, 78, 91;
opening of, 91 ; wants in connection with,
92

¢ :m;nti Pass, Bannu distriet, 132
Gundara, a division of Bilochistan, 18
Gurchani Biloches, 56

H.

Hamiyun in the Peshawur Vollay, 219
Hamazazajy, Kalgr Pathine 61
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Flangu breeze, 172

Haripal, tribe of fukirs, 91

Hassanzai Pathdns, murders by, 261

Hazira, civil district of, 330; past and
present tribes of, 332

Hindkis in Bajawar, 272

Hindu Kush, small States south of the
range, 326 ; chief passes over, 328

Hindustini fanatics of Palosi, 315

Honais, carly Pathin family of, 154

Hujrahs, or Pathin village clubs, 150, 246

Hunza, State of, 327

I

Indus river banks, favourite 1csort of
saints, 71; legend of diversion of, 43
Indus Valley, characteristics of higher, 320

Isots, Pathin tribe of, 91

J.

Jadrin highlands, 120 ; strategic value of
position, 124

Jadrani Pathins, 124, 160

Jaduns or Gaduns, tnbe of, 219, 275 ; in
Hazira, 333

Jagdalak defile, 198

Jigi Pathins of the Paiwar, 147

Jaliwan, division of Bilochistdn, 18

Jehad, or ‘‘religions war,” against the
Sikhs, 289

Jeldldhid, country surrounding, 198

Jews, likeness to Afghins, 96 ; to Pathans,
258 ; similarity of names, 258

Jirgahs, or tribal councils, 252 ; notion of
Justice, 257

Jushteros, or village representatives, 325

K.

Kibul, a centre of trade, 211 ; approaches
from India, 198 ; position, the, 2086 ;
resources of valleys round, 209 ; Russia's
probable ohjective, 207

Kabul Khel Waziri Pathins, 106 ; charac-
teristic agreement with, 116

Kaches, or small valleys, 104

Kdjilas, or caravans, 81

Kaliristian, country of, 327 .

Kaha Pass, Dera Ghazi distriet, 48

Kaisor Pass, Bannu district, 104

Kakar Pathan, 59

Kamaliya and Jaliliya, rocks at Attock,
2388

Kamuvin, the son of Birber, a fugitive, 219

Kandahir, our position adjoining, 207

Kanigurum, the eapital of Waziristin, 103 ;
a Mullah of, 287

341

Kirachi, port, 17 ; ancient name of, 44;
development of, 17

Kasrini Biloches, 57

Kawan Pass, Dera Ghézi district, 48

Kazim Khan, a Puthéin poet, 304

Khiﬁn. valley in Hazfra, 822

Khaiber Pass, 195; routes forming, 196 ;
description of defile, 197 ; diminished
trade through, 205; historic route to
India, 206 ; importan.e of possession,
209 ; tiibes along, 199 ; agreement with
Jirgah of, 208

Khakhai, original division of Pathéns,
217 ; split into Yusafzai, Qigifnis,
Turkilénis, 217

Khalils, sub-division of the Ghoria Khel
Pathdns, 219

Kharoties, Powindah Pathéns, 83

Khasora Pass, Bannu district, 119

Khattak Pathans, account of, 149 ; early
settlements of, 154 ; hereditary Khédns
among, 153 ; origin of name, 153 ; loca-
tion of, 220; present distribution of,
157 ; quarrels of, 150 ; national dance,
151 ; pipes, 292

. Khattaks, chief divisions of Northern and

Southern, 220 ; Kdka Khels, 152 ; Fukir
Khels, 152 ; Sagris, 157

Kheldt, Brahui Iz‘h&ns of, 20 ; history of
dynasties in, 20 ; British relations with
Khains of, 22

Khetidn Pathins, 68

Khosa Biloches, 57

Khost, valley of, 159

Khostwal Pathdns, 159

Khugiani Pathdns of the Khaiber, 200

Khushhal Khan, Khattak, a warrior pcet,
156, 303 ; dying request of, 156

Khwijah Muhammad Khin, Khattak,
157

Kirris, fixed camps, 81

Kolit, town and district of, 172 ; Pass of,
188 ; Pass allowances paid, 190 ; chiefl
pusses on Border, 165—Ublin, Kohat,
ninor passes

Kohistin, Cis-Indus, 322 ; capital of, 3227;
of Kashmir, 326 ; of Kiabul, 326

Kohistinis, 324

Kohnok Hills, the, 120

Kunir River, 272

Kuils, tribe in Hazdra, 834

Kurmirna Valley, 165

Kurram Valley, the, 141

L.
Laghiri Biloches, 57
Larani Pass from the Swit Valley, 268
Lasharis, former greatdivision of Biloches,
30
Lataband Pass to Kabul, 188
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Peshawur Valley, approaches to the, from
Kébul, 196 ; Buddhists in, 215; crime in,
228 ; history of, 214 ; place of arms for
Bérber, 216 ; Pathins in, 223 ; scenery of,
245 ; tribes now Jocated in, 215 : under
the Sikhs, 221

Peshin, British position in, 13

Peyzu Pass, Dera Ismai; district, 78

Piffers, frontier stations of the, 180 ; ad-
vance guard of the army, 175

Pir Rokhan, Pir Tarik, Pir Kimil, various
names for a celebrated Pathén saint,
287

Pirs, or Pathén deans, 136

Powindah merchants, 79 ; trade statistics,
of, 86

Powindah Pathfins, main divisions of, 82-
85—Nasars, Sulaimidn Khels, Mian
Khels, Dautanis, Tokhis, Tarrakkis,
Andars, Daulatzais, Kharoties

R.

Raki Pass, Dera Ghizi district, 48

Raigal Valley, 164

Ruifway ext nsion to Kébul, 209

Religious adventurers, colonies of, 261 ;
mischief caused by, 277

Rind, great Biloch division, 30 ; national
hero of, 30

Reri, ancient name of, 44

Russian milway extension, 207 ; position
on the Oxus, 207 ; occupation of Herit,
consequence of any, 208 ; effects on India
of an occupation of Kabul, 209

S.

Safis, tribe north of Jelaldbad, 250

Sahibzddas, sons of holy men, 138

Saidu in Swét, residence of the Akhund,
284

Sakhi Sarwar Pass, Dera Ghazi district, 49 ;
shrine of, 49 ; legends of, 70

Sammnnoghar Range, 165

Sangarh Pass, Dera Ghizi district, 49

Sarangzai Kdkar Pathéins, 60

Sarfiwan, a division of Bilochistin, 18

Sassui and Panhu, story of, 35

Sayud Ahmad of Bareilly, 282, 289

Sayuds, or primates of the church, 136 ;
colonies of, 313 ; of Pariari, 262, 314 ;
of Tilli, 814

Shihbfz, a Khattak Khin, 156

Shaikh, a lay brother, 138

Sh;;kh Haidar Pass, Dera Ismail district,

Shaikh Mali apportions the
country, 259

Yusafzai

343

Shakdu Pass, Bannu district, 104

Shdms, fertile Biloch valleys, 51

Shinkari, the land of the Shins, 322

Shinwiéris, Pathéns of Nangrahf, 200

Shinwiris, chief divisions of, 201—Sangu
Khels, Alisherzais, Loargais

Shirdni Pathéns, 88 ; customs among, 237

Shitaks, a family of Path&ns, 154

Shori Pass, Dera Ghizi district, 49

Shoto Pass from Kashmir, 324

Shuza Pass, Dera Ismail district, 77

Sigas, or vil parliaments, 825

Sind, description of, 16 ; frontier of, 13 ;
Border legends of, 35; Saints of, 63

Sindis, the, 17

Sittina, colony of, 278

Slavery in Yaghestdan, 325

Sohni, the drowned beauty, 42

Solomon, legends of, 87

Sowéri Pass, Dera Ghézi district, 49

Spin Tarins, Kékar Pathéins, 59

Sufed Koh Range, 142 ; tribes along the
base of, 143

Sufi poetry, 302

Sulaimén Khels, Powindah Pathfius, 83 ;
divisions of, 199 ; Bibakar Khels, 199 ;
Jabbéir Khels, 199

Sulaimén Range, chief peaks of, 47 ; physi-
cal features of, 48 ; Saints of, 63

Suri Pass, Dera Ghézi district, 48

Swit, valley of, 267 ; customs regarding
theft in, 113 ; divisions of, 268 ; Kohi-
tin of, 268 ; King of, 284 ; passes into,
268 ; roads from wupper, 324; trado
routes in, 270 ; tribes in, 268

Switis, driven out of Swat, 218; deceit
proverbial, 333 ; present location of, 313

T.

Takht-i-Sulaimén, 38

Talash Valley, 271

Talib-ul-ilm, wisdom seckers, 139

Tandolis of Amb, 333 ; of Hazira, 834

Tanawfl in Hazéira, 313

Tangt, or waist, ‘‘a tight place," 104

Tank, town of, 76 ; pass in Dera Ismail
district, 77, 94

Tértdra Mountain, value of position, 202

Tattah, saints of, 68

Thakot, town on the Indus, 317

Thal in the Kurram, 132

Tikari, valley of, 218, 821

Tirah, valleys of, 164 ; highlands of, 164 ;
road taken by Nadir through, 196

Tochi Pass, Bannu district, 119

Tribal levies, organization of, 182

Tumandar, or Biloch tribal chief, 30

Turi, Pathfus of the Kurram, 145

Turkolénis, present location of, 272
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u.

Ublan Pass, Kohat district, 165 ; surprise
of, 167

Trméan Pass from the Gumal, 94

Usman Khels, originai division of Pathins,
217

Usteranas, Pathéin tribe, 90

Utmwan Khel Pathins, on the Swit River,
267 ; the sons of U'tman Biba, 278

V.
Vahoa Pass, Dera Ismail district, 77
Vidore P’ass, Dera Ghizi district, 49

w.
Whahibis, 289
Warden of the Marches, instituted by
Akbar, 155
‘Waziri Pathins, main divisions of, 105
Darwesh Khels, 100
Utmanzais— Ahmadzais
Mahsuds, 107
Bahlolzais — Alizais — Shaman
Khels
Kibul Khels, 106
Lalais, 106
Waziris, deseription of, 108 ; courtship,
238 ; criminal code of, 115 ; inveterate
robbers, 105 ; marriage ceremonies of,
238 ; peculiar customs of, 109
Yusafzai Pathins, chicef divisions of—

Usmin . . -
(Amnzni, 259 . .
, Alazai, 259
) Kamazai, 259

* 3 Akuzai, 259

Mandanr,
stepson, clans |
of, 259, 260

Utmiin
i Razai, 260

Hassanzai, 261,

! Madakhels

Yusaf . ./

Daulatzai
Mali, 262 -1 Nurazai
lClmg.nrzni, 312
Khwazozai, 268
Baizai, 268

Akozai, 263
Ranizai, 268

RICHIARD CLAY AND SONS, LIM

Iliaszai, 262 .

EX.

Wazitstiin, country of, 103

Wives, Pathén, 237 ; Waziri, 235 ; price
of, 240

Wowmen, Afridi, 187 ; buxom, of Swit, 270 ;
frequent elopement of, 248 ; life of traus-
Border, 242; in Hazara, 334 ; Shirfni,
237 ; trade in, 242, 247

Y.

Yaghestin, the independent country, 320

Yiahiya, a Khattak Khén, 156

Yasin, State of, 327

Yusafzai, character of main valleys, 266
country rich in ancient remnains, 267;
retaliatory justice,in, 112

Yusafzais, children of Joseph, grandsons of
Khakhai, 258 ; gradual advance of, 218 ;
extend to Swat, 218; distribution of
tribes, 259 ; numbers of, 264 ; relations
to foreigners, 265; matrimonial nego-
tiations in, 239 ; Bellew, best authority
on, 266

Z.

Zaimukht Pathins, 161

Zamiri Pathins, 91

Zangi Pass, Dera Ghizi district, 48
Zawaghar Range, 165

Zhob Valley, 92

‘ Kamalzai, 259, 260

{ Rustam
* 1 Chargholai

Saddazai—(Khudukhels, 259)
Uriah (Badi) the Badikhels, 261

312 (Khin Khels)

Isazai, 261 < Akazai, 201, 312

Salarzai
Gadaizai
Ashazai
i Nasozai
| Makhozai

Buneyrwals

Buncyrwals

(Malizai)

ITED, LONDON AND BUKUAY,
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v,

ULLin Pass, Kohat district. 185 surprise
of, 167

Uiman PPass from the Gumal, 94

Usmian Khels, originai division of Pathins,
217

Usteranas, Pathiin tribe, 90

Utman Khel Pathins, on the Swiit River,
267 : the sons of Utmin Biba, 278

V.
Viahou ass, Dera Ismail distriet, 77
Vidore Pans, Dera Ghazi distriet, 40

W.
Wahibis, 280
Warden of the Marches, instituted by
Akbar, 165
Wasiri Pathans, main divisions of, 105
Darwesh Khels, 100
Utnanzais—Ahmadzais
Malisuds, 107
Bahlolzais — Alizais - -
Khels
Kabul Khels, 108
Lalais, 106
“azitis, deseription of, 108 1 conrtship.
S o oeriminal code of, 115 inveterate
robbers, 100 5 maiviage ceremonics of,
238 peeuliar customs of, 109
Yusafzai Pathans, chief divisions of —

Shaman

INDEX.

‘Wazinstin, country of, 103

Wives. Pathan, 237 ; Waziri, 235 ; price
of, 240

Women, Afridi, 187 ; buxom, of Swit, 270 ;
frequent elopemnent of, 243 ; life of traus-
Border, 242; in Hazara, 334 ; Shirdni,
237 ; trade in, 242, 247

Y

Yaghestin, the independent country, 320

Yihiva, a Khattak Hlﬂn, 156

Yasin, State of, 327

Yusafzai, character of main valleys, 266
country rich in ancient remains, 267;
retaliatory justice.in, 112

Yusafzais, children of Joseph, grandsons of
Khakhai, 258 ; gradual advance of, 218 ;
extend to Swiit, 218; distribution of
tiibes, 259 ; numbers of, 264 ; relations
to foreigners, 265 ; matrimonial nego-
tiations in, 239 ; Bellew, hest authority
on, 265

Z.

Zaimukht Pathiins, 161

Zomiri Pathins, 91

Zangi Pass. Dera Ghiizi district, 48
Zawaghar Range, 163

Zhob Valley, 02

Ramalzai, 259, 260

Usman . . -
( Amazai, 259 |
Alazai,
Kamazai,
Akazad, 2

Mandaur,
stepaon, clans
of, 259, 260  Utman

" Razi, 260

{ Rustam
* * | Chargholai

. Naddazai—{ Khudukhels, 259)

Uriah (Badiy the Badikhels, 261
Hassanzai, 261, 312 (Khin Khels)
Isazai, 261 - Akaaui, 261, 812

! Madakhels

Musa

Iliaszni, 262,
Yusaf .
i [ Daulatzai
Mali, 262 & Nerazai

l_ Chagarzai, 312

Salarzai (

it { panesrwa
' Nasozai S
" Makhozai
Voo, Buneyrwals

Khwazozai, 268 (Mali-ai)

1
Akozai, 263 [ Baizai, 268
Ranizai, 268
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