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  one are the days of reverent silence during  
library hours. Visitors of the Main Library of the 

Jacksonville Public Library (JPL) may encounter 
resonant melodies from centuries past, velvety jazz, 
the roar of rock’n’roll, or the booming voice of a DJ 
layered over music from the last four decades.  
 

   “Libraries today offer so much more than books,” 
said Barbara Gubbin, director of the Jacksonville 
Public Library.  “Music programs open the door to a 
new library experience; for some customers, it 
serves as their first library experience.”  
 

   Music lovers of all ages can be found accessing 
tunes from the library through live performances, 
downloadable media, personalized assistance from 
librarians, or listening to public radio stations.   
 

Music @ Main Intermezzo Sunday Concerts 

   Classical music is the foundation of the popular  
Music @ Main Intermezzo Sunday Concerts, which 
began in February 2006, several months after the 
opening of the new Main Library. 
 

   Taking advantage of the superior acoustics of the 
library's Hicks Auditorium, program offerings have 
ranged from a concert version of Purcell's opera, 
Dido and Aeneas, complete with chorus and  
chamber orchestra, to cutting-edge pieces for  
unaccompanied violin. Performances have included 
world premieres of more than a dozen newly-
composed works in a variety of vocal, choral, and 
instrumental styles. 
 

   The Intermezzo series is presented in partnership 
with the Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra, Friday 
Musicale – Jacksonville's oldest community music 
society, and area schools, colleges and universities. 
All of the performers freely donate their time and 
talents for the opportunity to perform in the series.  
“I originally started library concerts in the late 1980s 
under the series name Ex Libris, in the old Main  
Library, when we first began opening on Sundays,” 

said Ed Lein, who holds master-level degrees in  
library science and music. “The concerts were  
another reason for folks to come downtown on  
Sunday afternoons and to attract people to the library 
who might not otherwise come.”        

 
   The concerts showcase the artistry of prominent 
First Coast musicians, as well as the emerging talents 
of gifted students from among the area's many  
outstanding music education programs. In addition to 
players from the Jacksonville Symphony and faculty 
artists from the University of North Florida and  
Jacksonville University, the series has featured visit-
ing musicians, including the internationally-acclaimed 
chamber ensemble enhakē; Trio Solis, faculty artists 
from Florida State University; Italian pianist Laura 
Nocchiero; and Noteworthy Duo, faculty artists from 
Vanguard University of Southern California. The  
series even served as the American debut of Iraqi 
pianist and television personality Abbas Abboud.  
 
   Program guides accompany each performance, 
highlighting information about the compositions and  
performers, as well as selective listings of related 
reading and listening materials available from the  
library's collection of music resources. 

 

Teen Battle of the Bands 

   Throngs of screaming teens can be seen and heard 
in the Conference Center at JPL for at least one  
Saturday afternoon each June. It’s not due to the  
appearance of a professional athlete, a reality  
television personality, or a Top Ten singer – it’s the 
Annual Teen Battle of the Bands.  

 
   Started in June 2005 by the Teen Department staff 
at the Main Library, the event was conceived as a 
way for teens to showcase their musical talents, let 
them know that the library has more to offer in addi-
tion to books and encourage use of the library by 
young people who might not normally be aware of 
JPLs resources.  
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Music produces a kind of pleasure which  
human nature cannot do without.   

 

~ Confucius 

   The community enthusiastically supports the Battle of the Bands each year. 
Businesses donate prizes including musical equipment, music shop gift  
certificates, and studio recording time. Restaurants contribute meals for band 
members and judges, and area musicians and music teachers volunteer for 
roles as judges or as the competition emcee. Youth that attend the Battle can 
enter their names into a drawing to sit as the teen judge.  
 

   After the Battle has been won, teens continue to access music CDs and  
downloadable media, and attend other programs. The library isn’t necessarily 
a quiet place any more and our teens like it that way. 
 

Music Club 

   Children and tweens ages eight through twelve are not left out of the JPL  
musical experience. Music Club, a bi-weekly series, allows them to explore 
different types of music and learn about particular artists, composers,  
instruments and theory through the most engaging way possible – enjoying 
live bands and performers. 
 

   The guests share their personal histories as musicians and talk about the  
places they play and record. Each musician goes in depth about his or her  
instrument of choice – its history, how he or she learned to play it and how it 
works. Music Club sessions are designed to allow plenty of time for perfor-
mances, discussion, audience questions, and musical interaction.  During 
some sessions the children are divided into groups and directed to stations 
where they have the chance to hold and play some of the instruments.  
 
Music Club Featured:  

 Von Barlow's Jazz Journey, a Jazz Hall of Famer who has played 
with the likes of Ray Charles, Etta James, and Harry Connick Jr. 
 

 Tony Steve, an internationally-touring percussion professor from 
Jacksonville University whose presentation focused on percussion 
in film. 
 

 Tropic of Cancer, a New World jazz fusion band complete with  
vibraphones, focusing on interactive activities incorporating  
Reggae, Samba and African rhythms. 
 

 After The Bomb Baby; an electro-punk band featuring an unlikely 
mix of synthesizers, contact microphones, and a trombone. They 
conjured up a hands-on digital music experience and an audience 
of children of all ages doing the “Backwards Frankenstein.” 
 

 Manatella, focused on women in rock ’n’ roll. Singer/songwriter 
Christina Wagner conducted a class on rock song structure, lyric 
writing and performance. 
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   All performances feature time when the youth get to 
play along and create music with the performers. If 
you watch closely, you will see parents, grandparents 
and caregivers joining in on the fun! 
 

Fresh Picked 

   Ever notice how readers advisory gets all the love? 
Avid readers are enjoying the personalized reading 
lists offered by libraries all over the world. Librarians 
are even running their own in-house readers advisory 
services with nifty innovations like reading maps.  
 

   “I started wondering why libraries didn’t similarly 
offer music advisory services to their patrons,” said  
librarian Matthew Moyer. “Sure, established sites  
already offer listening advice, but librarians shouldn’t 
have to leave music advisory up to commercial      
services based on search algorithms.” 
 

   Moyer and fellow librarian and music aficionado  
Andrew Coulon decided the time had come to provide 
personalized playlists for JPL customers.  

   The service allows library users to submit an online 
form, http://jpl.coj.net/lib/music-advisory2.html,  
detailing their taste in music. Within four days  
customers receive a list of listening recommendations 
with direct links to items in the JPL catalog based on 
their preferences.  
 

   A blog, http://jplmusicadvisory.wordpress.com/,  
of content-rich playlist responses are archived 
online providing more searchable resources for  
other users. 
  

   Coulon explains, “We defined three goals when 
we began the project last spring:   
 

1 - Match listeners with albums 
     they might like 

2 - Increase catalog usage, circulation and  
     awareness of JPL’s excellent music  
     collection 

3 - Have fun at work.”  
 

   Coulon and Moyer also share their love of music 
with the community by hosting Lost in the Stacks, a 
weekly, hour-long radio show airing on 89.9 WJCT 
Public Broadcasting. Each Thursday at 11 p.m., 
they uncover gems from the library’s diverse music 
collection, focusing on influential and overlooked 
albums from a variety of genres and performers. 
 

   Music is naturally a vital component of a vibrant 
community and the Jacksonville Public Library  
provides the melodies – in various genres and  
formats – to its customers. Vivace! 

Lisa Brown Buggs, a former public broadcasting  
producer, is the Community Education and Enrichment 
Program Supervisor for the Jacksonville Public Library. 


