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The Shanghai String Quartet (Weigang Li, Violin; Honggang Li, Viola; Yi-Wen Jiang, 
Violin; Nicholas Tzavaras, Cello) eith Assisting Artist Jonathan Yates, Piano 

THE ARTISTS 

THE SHANGHAI STRING QUARTET 

Renowned for its passionate musicality, impressive technique  and multicultural 
innovations, the Shanghai Quartet has become  one of the world's foremost chamber 
ensembles. Its elegant style  melds the delicacy of Eastern music with the emotional
breadth  of Western repertoire, allowing it to traverse musical genres  including 
traditional Chinese folk music, masterpieces of Western  music and cutting-edge 
contemporary works.  

Formed at the Shanghai Conservatory in 1983, the Quartet has  worked with the 
world's most distinguished artists and regularly  tours the major music centers of 
Europe, North America and  Asia. Recent festival performances range from the 
International  Music Festivals of Seoul and Beijing to the Festival Pablo Casals  in
France, Beethoven Festival in Poland, Yerevan Festival  in Armenia and Cartagena 
International Music Festival in  Colombia, as well as numerous concerts in all 
regions of North  America. The Quartet has appeared at Carnegie Hall in chamber  
performances and with orchestra; in 2006 they gave the premiere  of Takuma Itoh's 
Concerto for Quartet and Orchestra at Carnegie  Hall. Among innumerable 
collaborations with noted artists, they  have performed with the Tokyo, Juilliard 
and Guarneri Quartets,  cellists Yo-Yo Ma and Lynn Harrell, pianists Menahem 
Pressler,  

Yuja Wang, Peter Serkin and Jean-Yves Thibaudet, pipa virtuosa  Wu Man and the male 
vocal ensemble Chanticleer. The Shanghai  Quartet have been regular performers at 
many of North  America's leading chamber music festivals, including the Santa Fe 
Chamber Music Festival, Chamberfest Ottawa and Maverick  Concerts where they 
recently made their 24th consecutive annual  appearance.  

A diverse and interesting array of media projects include a cameo  appearance 
playing Bartok's String Quartet No. 4 in Woody Allen's  film Melinda and Melinda to 
PBS televisions Great Performances series. Violinist Weigang Li appeared in the 
documentary From Mao to Mozart: Isaac Stern in China, and the family of cellist  
Nicholas Tzavaras was the subject of the film Music of the Heart, starring Meryl 
Streep.  

The Shanghai Quartet currently serves as Quartet-in-Residence at the John J. Cali 
School of Music, Montclair State University, New Jersey, Ensemble-in-Residence with 
the Shanghai Symphony Orchestra, and visiting guest professors of the Shanghai  
Conservatory and the Central Conservatory in Beijing. They are proudly sponsored by 
Thomastik-Infeld Strings.  

JONATHAN YATES, PIANO  

Jonathan Yates has collaborated as a pianist and conductor  with many of the 
country's most respected musicians, including  Midori, Kim Kashkashian, David 
Finckel, Charles Neidich, Ida Kavafian, Colin Carr, Gilbert Kalish, Paul Neubauer, 
Joseph Lin, and William Purvis; and the Avalon, Daedalus, Pacifica  and Shanghai 
Quartets. He also serves as Music Director of the Norwalk Symphony Orchestra and 
Norwalk Youth Orchestra. He made his professional orchestral conducting debut at 23,
leading  the National Symphony Orchestra in a Millennium Stages  Concert. The 
following year he made his Carnegie Hall debut as a  pianist in the Isaac Stern 
Chamber Music Workshop.He descends from a family that has been on the forefront of 
the battles for the  cultural and humanistic life of our country. His grandfather, 
U. S. Representative Sidney R. Yates, was the principal defender of the  National 
Endowment for the Arts in his 48 years in Congress, and his father, the Honorable 
Stephen R. Yates, was the first judge in Illinois to approve same-sex adoption.  
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THE PROGRAM 

STRING QUARTET IN F MINOR,OPUS 80 (1847) by Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
-Allegro vivace assai
-Allegro assai
-Adagio-Finale: Allegro molto moderato 
(This is the sixth performance of this quartet at Music Mountain) 

SONG OF THE CH'IN (1982) by Zhou Long(1953-) 
(This is the fourth performance of this work at Music Mountain) 

PIANO QUARTET IN C MINOR, OPUS 60 (1875) by Johannes Brahms (1833 - 1897)
-Allegro non troppo
-Scherzo: Allegro
-Andante 
-Finale: Allegro comodo 
(This is the eighteenth performance of this quartet at Music Mountain) 

PROGRAM NOTES

STRING QUARTET IN F MINOR, OPUS 80  By Felix Mendelssohn ( 1809-1847)  

The F minor quartet is the last of Mendelssohn's completed works of chamber music. 
He completed it  in September 1847, only a few months before his death on November 
4, 1847. He was 38. Mendelssohn wrote the F Minor quartet during the summer and 
fall, after the untimely and unexpected death of his beloved older  sister, Fanny, 
who was only 41. Unable to work and so  distraught that he was not even able to 
attend Fanny's funeral, his wife persuaded him to spend the summer in Switzerland. 
There with solitary walks, painting and the beautiful landscape, he was able by 
September  to complete the F Minor quartet. It is a sorrowful and  beautiful work, 
different from much of Mendelssohn's other work. This quartet's Scherzo, for 
example, rather  than being playful and joyous, in the style of his Octet, is 
savage, with harsh dissonances, syncopations and a totally different feel than we 
would associate with a  Mendelssohn scherzo. It is in the Adagio that we hear  the 
deep mourning and anguish of the composer. From the opening cello and first violin 
phrase to the conclusion,  there is power, sadness, grieving and truly great beauty.
 

The first Music Mountain performance of this quartet was not given until June 30, 
2001. The performers were the splendid Danish string quartet, the Zapolski Quartet, 
whose founder and first violinist, Alexander Zapolski, was from Odessa. Their 
appearance at Music Mountain was made possible by a grant from the Danish 
government.  

SONG OF THE CH'IN by Zhou Long (1953-)  

Song of the Ch'in, by Zhou Long, a folk-inspired work  the quartet found when asking
around among Chinese  composers for string quartet pieces they could play.  It's 
become one of their signature numbers. The ch'in (also called the guqin) is a soft, 
zitherlike instrument traditionally played by scholars and poets. Zhou Long  places 
a gentle melody in a quiet, harmonic setting  evoking early morning. The viola, 
played by Honggang Li, leads the ensemble. Gentle special effects glissandos and 
bent notes, thumpings and crackings imitate the plucking of the ch'in and the sound 
of a bamboo flute.  The whole is nicely balanced between exotic sound and a restful 
air that's pleasing to the Western ear. 
...David  Bratman, San Jose Chamber Music Society.  

Zhou Long is a Chinese born Pulitzer Prize winning  composer, now resident in the 
United States. Song of the Ch'in won first prize at the Chinese National Composition
 Competition in 1983.  
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PIANO QUARTET IN C MINOR, OPUS 60 By Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)  

The Brahms Piano Quartet in C Minor was started  in 1854-1856 and was not finally 
completed to Brahm's satisfaction until the same summer of 1875 that saw the 
completion of the B Flat Major String Quartet. The C Minor Piano Quartet is tragic 
in character, perhaps a character infused into the Quartet during Brahms original 
work on it, as at the same time, his friend Robert Schumann was suffering with 
severe mental illness, dying in 1856. While this was happening, Brahms deep love for
Robert's wife, Clara, made his life difficult and hard. "It was during this time 
that Brahms wrote to  Clara “Would to God that I were allowed this day ... to  
repeat to you with my own lips that I'm dying for love of  you."  To many, it is the
Andante that is the emotional center of this piece --a lovely, deeply sentimental 
love song. Brahms biographer Richard Specht considers the opening cello melody to be
Brahms' reluctant farewell to Clara, a pained acknowledgemen of their doomed 
relationship. The trendier syncopated second theme adds a beguiling beauty to this 
exquisite movement.  The premiere was played by Brahms and members of the 
Hellmesberger Quartet in Vienna on November 18, 1875.  

Its first performance at Music Mountain was on July 29, 1934 with pianist Paul 
Stassevitch and three members of the Gordon String Quartet: Jacques Gordon, Violin; 
Paul Robyn, Viola and Naoum Benditsky, Cello. 
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