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THE ARTISTS 

HARLEM STRING QUARTET 

The Harlem Quartet, praised for its “panache” by The New York Times, is “bringing a 
new attitude to classical music, one that is fresh, bracing and intelligent,” says 
the Cincinnati Enquirer. The quartet’s mission is to advance diversity in classical 
music, engaging young and new audiences through the discovery and presentation of 
varied repertoire that includes works by minority composers. Since its public debut 
in 2006 at Carnegie Hall, the New York-based ensemble has performed throughout the 
U.S. as well as in France, the U.K., Belgium, Panama, Canada, and in South Africa, 
where under the auspices of the U.S. State Department they spent two weeks on tour 
performing concerts and participating in outreach activities. The Quartet completed 
the Professional String Quartet Residency Program at New England Conservatory in 
2013, and participated in NEC’s string quartet exchange program in Paris, working 
extensively with violinist Günter Pichler. 

Each member of the quartet is a seasoned solo artist, having appeared with such 
orchestras as the New York Philharmonic, the Boston Pops, and the Atlanta, 
Baltimore, Cleveland, Detroit, 
National, Utah, Puerto Rico, Juilliard, New World, and Pittsburgh symphony 
orchestras. The Harlem Quartet has been featured on WNBC, CNN, the Today Show, 
WQXR-FM, and the News Hour with Jim Lehrer. In 2009 they performed for President 
Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama at the White House and appeared Christmas 
morning on NBC’s Today Show. They made their European debut in October 2009 
performing at the residence of the U.S. ambassador to the U.K., and returned to 
Europe as guest artists and faculty members of the Musica Mundi International 
Festival in Belgium. Harlem Quartet is regularly featured at jazz festivals around 
the world, including the Panama Jazz Festival in Panama City, Montreal Jazz 
Festival, and Miami Nice Jazz Festival. 
�
PAMELA MIA PAUL, PIANO 

Pamela Mia Paul is both a brilliant performer and a deeply dedicated teacher. On 
stage, she has performed with the world’s great orchestras. She has given concerts 
throughout the United States, and in Europe, the People’s Republic of China, South 
Korea and Turkey both as soloist and as chamber musician. In the studio, or in the 
setting of a masterclass, she is an nternationally sought after pedagogue whose 
students hold teaching positions throughout the United States and Asia, and who have
participated in and won competitions including the Nina Widemann Competition and the
Naumburg International Piano Competition. 

Miss Paul has received critical acclaim for her appearances with orchestras in the 
United States and Europe, including the Vienna ORF Orchestra, Vienna Symphony, 
Berlin Stadskapelle, New York 
Philharmonic, American Composers Orchestra and symphonies of Detroit, St. Louis, 
Pittsburgh, and Houston. In both orchestral performances and recitals, Ms. Paul has 
appeared in the world’s major concert halls including Alice Tully and Carnegie Hall,
Wigmore Hall, the Musikverein and Konzerthaus in Vienna, and the Concertgebouw of 
Amsterdam. 

As a chamber musician, she has been an invited guest artist at the Salzburg and 
Bregenz festivals in Austria, Aspen Music Festival in Colorado, and at Music 
Mountain in Connecticut. Quartets with which she has performed include Cassatt, 
Penderecki, Borromeo, Chester, Orlando, Leontovich, Miro, DaPonte and St. 
Petersburg. 

Page 1



Music Mountain 2016 Series
Pamela Mia Paul received the doctor of musical arts, master of music, and bachelor 
of music degrees from the Juilliard School and is currently Regents Professor of 
Piano at the University of North Texas and is a Steinway artist. 
�
THE PROGRAM 

STRING QUARTET IN G MINOR, OPUS 27 (1877) by Edvard Grieg (1843-1907) 
-Un poco Andante; Allegro molto ed agitato 
-Romanze: Andantino 
-Intermezzo: Allegro molto marcato 
-Finale: Lento; Presto al Saltarello 
(This is the seventh performance of this work at Music Mountain) 

THE GIRL FROM IPANEMA (1964) Antonio Carlos Jobim (1927-1994) (arr. Dave Glenn) 
(This is the first performance of this work at Music Mountain) 

A NIGHT IN TUNISIA (1941-2) Dizzy Gillespie (1917-1993) (arr. Dave Glenn) 
(This is the first performance of this work at Music Mountain) 

PIANO QUARTET IN E FLAT MAJOR, OPUS 87 (1889) by Antonín Dvorák (1841-1904) 
-Allegro con fuoco 
-Lento 
-Allegro moderato, grazioso 
-Finale: Allegro, ma non troppo 
(This is the fifth performance of this work at Music Mountain) 

-HISTORIC ENCORE: Brahms: String Quartet #1 in C minor, Opus 51 #1 as played by the 
St. Petersburg String Quartet (partial)  
�
PROGRAM NOTES 

STRING QUARTET # 1 IN G MINOR, OPUS 27 by Edvard Grieg (1843-1907) 

Edvard Grieg, the nationalistic composer, was considered “the voice of Norway.” He 
was born in Bergen (Norway) of Scottish descent. His great-grandfather, Alexander 
Greig (sic) of Aberdeen, emigrated to Norway in 1779 and became the English Consul. 

Young Edvard was raised in a musical household: his first piano teacher was his 
mother, Gesine. Upon hearing Edvard perform, Ole Bull ---a renowned violinist and 
composer, and Gesine’s brother-in-law – persuaded the family to send Edvard to 
Leipzig to study at the Leipzig Conservatory, then the premiere music school of 
Europe. 

During the years 1858 to 1862 Grieg studied at Leipzig where his compositional 
models were Schumann and Chopin. Also during this time, 1860, he contracted 
pleurisy, resulting in a collapsed lung and he lived the rest of his life with 
respiratory problems and one lung. In 1867, Grieg married his first cousin, the 
soprano Nina Hagerup, a very talented singer who would champion her husband’s works,
particularly his songs. Their only daughter, Alexandra, 
would die in the summer of 1869 at the age of just 13 months. 

Depite his training in the European/Romantic tradition of the day, after leaving the
academy he dedicated himself to the Norwegian folk music that became the core of his
life’s compositional work. His rhythmic models were the lively folk dances, the 
springer and the halling, his melodic models were the folk tunes, themselves. In the
last twenty years of his life, frail health notwithstanding, he embarked on 
extensive concert tours and composing. 

Today’s String Quartet in G Minor, Opus 27 is the only complete string quartet Grieg
completed. (He wrote only two movements of a quartet in F major). He built the whole
quartet on the melody of his Ibsen song, Spillemaend, (Minstrel, Opus 25 #1). To 
those familiar with the standard 
chamber repertoire, it will sound more like a compressed or reduced 
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orchestral/symphonic score than a traditional chamber piece, in effect making the 
quartet into a chamber orchestra. Nevertheless, it has soaring melodies and richness
of texture. Grieg said it came out of his own life: “Concealed within it are samples
of that heart’s blood of which posterity hopefully will see more than just a few 
drops.” 
�
The Grieg Quartet in G Minor was first performed at Music Mountain by the Gordon 
String Quartet on Sept 21, 1930, as part of the Music Mountain inaugural season. 

THE GIRL FROM IPANEMA by Antônio Carlos Jobim (1927-1994) (Arr. Dave Glenn) 

In 1962 the composer Antônio Carlos Jobim and his friend, the poet Vinicius de 
Moraes, created a song for the musical theater piece Blimp, a work that they were 
creating in their home city, Rio de Janeiro. Originally titled “The Girl Who Passes 
By,” the samba became one of the most-performed, most-recorded popular songs in the 
history of the genre. Eventually, the original Portuguese lyrics were supplemented 
for international purposes by Norman Gimbel’s English lyrics, so that the tall and 
tan, young and lovely Girl from Ipanema was soon “passing by” her fans all over the 
world. By one estimate, the song has been recorded ca. 250 times. Although its 
popularity made “Tom” Jobim’s name familiar in international households, his work as
a prolific composer, arranger, singer, pianist, guitarist, performer, and recording 
artist would have stood alone, even without his famous Girl, as one of the most 
extraordinary bodies of musical endeavors in the twentieth century. 
�
NIGHT IN TUNISIA by Dizzy Gillespie (1917-1993) (arr. Dave Glenn) 

The great Dizzy Gillespie was a trumpeter in the Earl Hines Band during the hey-day 
of bebop when he composed this piece, which he called “Interlude.” Both Sarah 
Vaughan and Anita O’Day recorded it (with lyrics by Jon Hendricks) under that title,
respecting Dizzy’s disdain for the other title. “Some genius,” said Dizzy, “decided 
to call it ‘Night in Tunisia.’” By the name “Interlude,” Dizzy Gillespie and his 
Sextet recorded it for Victor in 1946, a 78 rpm disc that in 2004 was added to the 
Grammy Hall of Fame. It is currently available on several hundred recordings, 
adapted and arranged for every conceivable combination of instruments and voices. In
his memoir “To Be or Not to Bop,” Dizzy Gillespie explained the origin of the 
musical idea. Sitting at the piano, he noticed that the notes of chord progressions 
he was improvising created a melody with a Latin, or oriental, feel. Playing it with
a bebop rhythm created “a mixture with 
a kind of syncopation in the bass line,” different from the regular four-beat bass. 
He subsequently referred to it as an “anthem to bebop, ” which introduced Afro-Cuban
rhythms into American jazz. 
�
PIANO QUARTET IN E FLAT, OPUS 87 (1889) by Antonin Dvorak (1841-1904) 

For at least four years, starting in 1885, Simrock, Dvorak’s publisher, pressed him 
to compose a second piano quartet. (The first, opus 23 in D Major, was written in 
1875). Finally on August 10, 1889, Dvorak acceded and in one month was able to write
to a friend, Alois Gobt, "I've lready finished three movements of a new piano 
quartet, and the Finale will be ready in a few days. As I expected, it came easily, 
and the melodies just surged upon me. Thank God!" The Piano Quartet was indeed 
completed on August 19. The premiere was given in Prague on November 23, 1890. 

The first performance of the Dvorak Piano Quartet at Music Mountain was on June 24, 
1989, played by the Mendelssohn String Quartet with David Deveau, piano. 
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