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A personal welcome from conductor Simon Murphy 

It is a great pleasure and honour to perform this special, hand-crafted programme for you, here this 
evening. 

Taking us on a musical journey visiting some of the glittering 18th century European symphonic 
centres, the programmes celebrates some specific, distinctive European regional flavours as well as 
the very special European version of cosmopolitanism which enabled the inspiring, energising 
cultural exchange which resulted in the creation of such mind-blowing, European cultural 
phenomena as the symphony and the symphony orchestra. 

The programme focuses on the period of the “birth of the symphony” and on the enormous energy 
and vision of this generation of composers which created this expressive medium and musical 
language in the mid-18th century. In particular, the programme honours the symphonic pioneer 
Franz Xaver Richter, underlining his special place in the cultural heritage of Strasbourg and the 
Alsace. 

Together with fellow Bohemian, Johann Stamitz, Richter was a trail-blazer, a major generator in the 
process of the creation of the symphony and the symphony orchestra. A central figure at the 
Mannheim court, Richter's ground-breaking musical impulses gave the new medium of the 
symphony form and face. After several decades at Mannheim, he became master of music at 
Strasbourg's Cathedral, preceding Pleyel in the role. 

Opening the programme this evening is Richter's Symphony in D. The work is bursting full of the 
most seminal Mannheimer Schule musical traits – driving, pumping, repeated-note basslines, high-
impact musical figures such as the Mannheim skyrocket and sigh, and other famous orchestral 
effects such as the Mannheim steamroller (long crescendo). The form of the work itself is also 
classic, with the outer, fast movements possessing palpable, unstoppable Mannheim excitement, 
balanced by the arioso andante middle movement, which takes one's breath away with its freshness, 
purity and poise. Mozart was a fan, and I hope that you too will enjoy Richter's compelling, 
engaging, distinctive and innovative musical style. 

Alongside Richter, it is a delight to honour another iconic Alsatian musical figure in the programme, 
star 18th century flautist JB Wendling. Wendling was too a celebrated fixture of the Mannheim 
establishment. It was for him which JC Bach “The London Bach” wrote the solo flute part in this 
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evening's aria from his opera Endimione. Wendling also enjoyed close ties with Mozart, and 
engineered the composition of some of the most loved solo flute repertoire of all time – Mozart's 
flute concertos and flute quartets. 

Special inspiration for the programme this evening therefore indeed comes from the legendary and 
cosmopolitan Mannheim court orchestra, of which Richter and Wendling were main members. 
Comprised of soloists from all corners of Europe, the orchestra was famed for its superstar line-up 
and impeccable ensemble performance. The orchestra's individual members had rock-star status – 
iconic figures who embodied their instruments like Dizzy Gillespie, Miles Davis or Angus Young 
would come to do in the 20th century. Alongside Richter and Wendling, Mannheim musical heroes 
included violinists Cramer and Stamitz (Carl, the son), cellist Filz and oboist Ramm. The 
programme this evening includes solo parts written for some of these Mannheim musicians. In 
doing so, we celebrate the Mannheim orchestra's ideal (as an orchestra of soloists), spotlighting a 
number of the OPS' own modern day musical heroes, featuring them in solo roles originally created 
for some of their instrument's most illustrious predecessors. 

Alongside Mannheim, the programme explores the musical sights and sounds of some of the other 
18th century, northern-European symphonic centres, offering tastes of the musical eloquence of star 
Bach-student and Mozart-mentor Carl Friedrich Abel in cosmopolitan London, the earthy sensuality 
of Abel-student Schmitt (a.k.a. “The Dutch Haydn”) in bustling Amsterdam, and the refinement and 
genius of Mozart himself in elegant Salzburg and Vienna. In this way, this evening's programme is a 
truly European one, a road trip through 18th century musical Europe, an 18th century grand tour 
symphonique. 

Balancing the programme's symphonic repertoire, is a selection of some of the (then) most widely-
known, pan-European opera repertoire by Cimarosa and Paisiello, as well as some of the finest 
Mozart concert and opera arias. For these vocal works, it is my absolute delight to share the stage 
with the enchanting young German soprano, Gudrun Sidonie Otto. 

May I say, it is truly lovely to be a guest of the OPS this week, and equally lovely to be with you 
here this evening to share this wonderful music together. I join together with the musicians of the 
OPS in wholeheartedly wishing you much listening pleasure and an enriching, inspiring and 
uplifting concert experience! Enjoy. 

Simon Murphy 

Relevant links: 
Conductor Simon Murphy www.simonmurphyconductor.com 
Soprano Gudrun Sidonie Otto www.sidonie.at

Listen to Murphy performing: 
Early Richter Symphonies (PentaTone CD)
Schmitt's Symphony in E Flat “The Hurdy Gurdy” (PentaTone CD)
Symphonies by Mozart and Beethoven and Beethoven and Haydn (Live) 
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Franz Xaver Richter (1709 – 1789) 
Symphony in D 7 
Presto assai – Andantino – Presto

Carl Friedrich Abel (1723 – 1787) 
Symphony in C major, Opus 14 no 1 7 
Allegro – Andante – Allegro ma non Troppo

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 – 1791) 
Aria “Ah, t'invola agl'occhi miei”, KV 272 5 

Johann Christian Bach (1735 – 1782) 
Aria “Semplicetto, ancor non sai” (Diana) 
from Endimione 4 

Joseph Schmitt “The Dutch Haydn” (1734 – 1791) 
Symphony in E flat Hurdy Gurdy 11 
Allegro con spirito – Andante – Prestissimo

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 – 1791) 
Aria “Marter aller Arten” (Konstanze) 9 
from Die Entführung aus dem Serail, KV 384

- Interval - 

Domenico Cimarosa (1749 – 1801)
Overture to Il Matrimonio Segretto 5 

Giovanni Paisiello (1740 – 1816) 
Aria “Nel cor più non mi sento” 
from La Molinara („Die schöne Müllerin“) 4 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 – 1791) 
Aria “Parto, ma tu ben mio” (Sesto) 
from Clemenza di Tito, KV 621 5 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 – 1791) 
Aria “Vorrei spiegarvi, oh Dio”, KV 418 6 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 – 1791) 
Symphony no 35 Haffner, KV 385 22 
Allegro con spirito – Andante – Menuetto – Presto 
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