
Sonate pour Flute, Alto, et Harpe by Claude Debussy (1862-1918) 
French composer Claude Debussy is widely considered one of the most 
influential composers of the 20th century. This sonata is highly 
evocative, imbued with both a languid sensuality and a restless 
passion. Debussy once called it “terribly melancholy – should one laugh 
or cry? Perhaps both at the same time.” 
The first movement is marked Pastorale: lento, dolce rubato. A series of 
six musical cells are freely varied as the music unfolds. The second 
movement, Tempo di minuetto, implies, rather than follows, the classic 
dance form. The final movement, Allegro moderato ma risoluto, uses 
the momentum of the plucked strings of the viola and harp together to 
propel us headlong towards a breathless finish. 
(http://www.blancoperformingarts.com/blog/notes-for-debussys-sonata-for-flute-viola-
and-harp) 
 
Elegiac Trio by Arnold Bax (1883—1953) 
English composer Sir Arnold Bax was known for combining elements of 
romanticism and impressionism with strong influence from Irish 
literature and landscape. His Elegiac Trio (1915) premiered the same 
year as Claude Debussy’s Sonate pour Flute, Alto, et Harpe, and even 
used the same trio of musicians, although he never met Debussy, nor 
was it possible for either of them to have known about each other’s 
compositions until after they were premiered.  The Elegiac Trio 
features haunting, somewhat melancholic melodies with beautiful lush 
harmonies. 
Written by Tria 

Zodiac Trio by William Mathias (1934-1992) 
English composer William Mathias studied at the Royal Academy of 
Music, and is perhaps best known for his choral writing, however he 
wrote a significant amount of orchestral, solo and chamber works. 
Mathias dedicated the Zodiac Trio (1976) to the musicians who 
premiered the piece by titling the movements with their respective 
zodiac signs, complete with quirky interludes before each movement: 
The first movement, a flashy Pisces, the second movement, a passionate 
Taurus, and the fiery finale, Aries. 
Written by Tria 


