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THE ARTISTS  
  
THE PENDERECKI STRING QUARTET was formed in Poland in 1986 and has 
become one of the most celebrated chamber ensembles of their generation. Their recent 
schedule has included concerts in New York, Amsterdam, St. Petersburg, Paris, Los 
Angeles, Atlanta, as well as appearances at international festivals in Poland, Lithuania, 
Italy, Venezuela, and China.  
  
The Penderecki champions music of our time, performing a wide range of repertoire from 
Haydn to Zappa as well as premiering over 100 new works to date. Described by Fanfare 
Magazine as an ensemble of formidable power and keen musical sensitivity, the 
Pendereckis diverse discography includes the chamber music of Brahms and 
Shostakovich (Electra and Marquis labels) and the recently released Bartok cycle. They 
enter their 16th year as Quartet-in-Residence at Wilfrid Laurier University in Waterloo, 
Canada.  
  
At age 15, JAN LISIECKI is already making a name for himself on the Canadian and 
international stage. He had his orchestral debut at the age of 9, and has since performed 
more than 50 times with orchestras in Canada and internationally. Lisiecki has played at 
Carnegie Hall, the Warsaw Philharmonic Concert Hall, Kaufman Hall, Salle Cortot and 
has shared the stage with Yo-Yo Ma, Pinchas Zukerman, James Ehnes, and Emanuel Ax.  
  
In 2008, Lisiecki performed the Chopin F minor Concerto with Sinfonia Varsovia and 
was named the sensation of the prestigious festival Chopin and His Europe in Poland. In  
2009, he returned to Warsaw performing the Chopin E minor Concerto with Howard 
Shelley conducting, and received glowing reviews and praise from critics. Both concerts 
were broadcast by the Polish Radio. Lisieckis debut cd, featuring these two 



performances, was released at the beginning of 2010 by the Fryderyk Chopin Institute as 
catalogue No. 1 on the new White Series, and was awarded the prestigious Diapason dOr 
award in May 2010.  
  
  
  
PROGRAM  
  
FIVE MOVEMENTS FOR STRING QUARTET   Anton Webern  
Opus 5, (1909)                                                   (1883-1945)  
Heftig bewegt  
Sehr langsam  
Sehr bewegt  
Sehr langsam  
In zarter bewegung  
  
(This if the fifth performance of the Webern Five Movements for String Quartet at Music 
Mountain)  
  
STRING QUARTET IN A MAJOR, OPUS 41 # 3   Robert Schumann  
(1842)                                                                       (1810-1856)  
Andante espressivo: Allegro molto moderato  
Assai agitato  
Adagio molto  
Finale: Allegro molto vivace  
  
(This is the 12th performance of the Schumann A Major String Quartet at Music 
Mountain)  
  
INTERMISSION  
  
PIANO CONCERTO # 2 IN F MINOR, Opus 21   Frederic Chopin  
Transcribed for Piano Quintet (1830)                          (1810-1849)  
Maestoso  
Larghetto  
Allegro Vivace  
  
(This is the first performance of the F Minor Piano concerto at Music Mountain)  
   
Encorie: 
Jan Lisiecki, Piano  
 Andante Spianatto et Grande Polonaise 
  
************  
  
PROGRAM NOTES  



  
  
FIVE MOVEMENTS FOR STRING QUARTETS, OPUS 5  
By Anton Webern   (1883-1945)  
  
Webern’s Five Pieces for String Quartet was written in 1909, when Webern was 26. His 
famous and laconic description of the piece can be found in a letter to his teacher,Arnold 
Schoenberg, which at the same time avoids all mention of the extraordinary break with 
tradition represented in this composition :  "I have already written an entire string quartet, 
he proudly reported. It has five movements: the first fast, the second very slow, the third 
very fast, the fourth slower, the fifth a slow 6/8 meter. The movements are all short."  
  
That is perhaps an understatement as the 2nd movement, for example is only 13 measures 
long and the third movement takes but 35 seconds to play.  
  
In 1929 Webern arranged the piece for string orchestra. The first performance of the Five 
Movements for String Quartet was in Vienna on February 8, 1929. It first Music 
Mountain performance was by the Berkshire String Quartet on August 4, 1963.  
  
An interesting historical footnote on this is that the first New York performance of the 
Five Movements took place in what was then Carnegie Recital Hall (now Weill Recital 
Hall) by a quartet whose cellist was Fritz Magg, later the cellist in the Gordon String 
Quartet and the cellist in this Berkshire Quartet performance at Music Mountain in 1963. 
  
STRING QUARTET IN A MAJOR, OPUS 41 # 3  
By Robert Schumann (1810-1856)  
The three quartets of Opus 41 were composed by Schumann during 1842. Writing to his 
publisher, Schumann said, I know these quartets are significant and characteristic of the 
newest and latest tendencies in this form of music, and the form is by no means 
exhausted.  
  
Schumann had spent hours studying quartets by Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven before 
attempting to write one of his own. RichardAldrich says that Schumann had success in 
making the  string quartet sound richly, vigorously and characteristically. The quartets are 
dedicated to Mendelssohn.  
  
The three quartets of Opus 41 were all written within five weeks. Schumann arranged for 
the premiere of all three of the quartets as a birthday present for his wife, Clara, on 
September 13, her twenty-third birthday.  
  
The A Major String Quartet was first performed at Music Mountain on August 2, 1931, 
Music Mountains second season, by the Gordon String Quartet, Jacques Gordon, first 
violin, Music Mountains founder, Ralph Silverman, second violin, Paul Robyn, Viola and 
Naoum Benditsky, Cello.  
  
PIANO CONCERTO # 2 IN F MINOR, OPUS 21  



TRANSCRIBED FOR PIANO QUINTET  
By Frederic Chopin (1810-1849)  
  
This is the second of three Music Mountain concerts this summer to offer a work by 
Chopin. This piano concerto was transcribed into a Piano Quintet by the composer so that 
he could play it in the drawing rooms and salons of Paris.  
  
Chopin began work on the piece in 1829 and finished it in 1830. He gave its premier in 
Warsaw on March 17, 1830 to wild acclaim.  
  
It is hard to exaggerate the impact Chopin had on Paris. Schumann wrote "Hats of, 
Gentlemen a genius." Liszt described the F minor Concerto this way: The whole of the 
piece is of a perfection almost ideal, its expression, now radiant with light, now full of 
tender pathos."  
  
Not unexpectedly, Chopin, who made a very good living performing in the fashionable 
homes of Paris and instructing the children of the aristocracy, dedicated this concerto to 
the Countess Delfina Potocka, his new love. When it was published in 1836. The 
Countess was described by Liszt as one of the most admired of the society ladies. It was 
the Countess who was with Chopin when he died of tuberculosis in Paris in 1849. 

The broadcasts of these Music Mountain concerts throughout the United States and 
worldwide on the Internet are underwritten by Edward R. Hamilton Bookseller Company, 
Falls Village, CT www.EdwardRHamilton.com  


