
1. By Calvary 
1895 

Such a small word can make a big difference in doctrine. We 

changed one word of this hymn from “at Calvary” to “by 

Calvary.”  Our salvation today comes by Christ’s work on 

Calvary’s cross, but that salvation was not yet made known 

at the time of Calvary’s cross.  It was later revealed to the 

Apostle Paul as he describes in 1 Corinthians 2:7-8. 

2. When We All Get to Heaven 
Unknown 

The original first verse of this hymn describes “mansions 

bright and blessed” and “he’ll prepare for us a place.”  This 

comes directly from John 14:2 when Jesus comforts the 

disciples by telling them about His coming in the earthly 

kingdom.  We changed this line to reflect our different 

destination in this dispensation: “in the air we’ll rise to meet 

Him, then we’ll see Him face to face” (1 Thessalonians 

4:17).  The original verses speak of Israel’s heavenly 

kingdom that will come down in ages to come.  We 

removed those references and replaced them with truths for 

this dispensation focusing particularly on the doctrine of 

being with the Lord in heavenly places and glory. 

3. Jesus Saves! 
1882 

The original second verse ended with “Earth shall keep her 

jubilee.”  This comes from the Mosaic Law where God 

commanded Israel to “…hallow the fiftieth year, and 

proclaim liberty throughout all the land…it shall be a 

jubilee unto you” (Leviticus 25:10).   This was a picture of 

Christ’s reign on the earth as King, still yet future.  Using 

such a reference would be an inappropriate spiritual 

application for us today.  Among other reasons, we are not 

concerned with earthly things, but to set our affections on 

things heavenly (Colossians 3:2).       

4. Victory in Jesus 
1939 

In a song about the victory Jesus achieved, it seems out of 

place to sing of ourselves having won: “I repented of my sins 

and won the victory”. Repentance for salvation was a 

requirement of the kingdom gospel so “forgiven” replaces 

“repented” in the first verse according to Colossians 

2:13.  The original second verse speaks of Christ’s miracles 

during his earthly ministry that are “somehow” related to 

our victory. Instead, we replaced it with mystery 

information regarding the Body of Christ and liberty from 

the Law.  The original third verse speaks of mansions on 

“streets of gold beyond the crystal sea” which are direct 

references to Israel’s kingdom and prophecies found in 

Revelation 4:6.  While the end of the chorus is not entirely 

incorrect, the language used was suspiciously water 

oriented:  “plunged…beneath the cleansing flood.”  This was 

too suggestive of water baptism to overlook, so we modified 

it to be clearly dry: “placed…in Jesus Christ the Son.” 

5. The Old Rugged Cross 
1912 

This is one of the few hymns we did not have to change.  It 

speaks of salvation through Jesus’ death on the cross as a 

glorious and cherished event. We did not include the 

original second verse because of the reference made to 

Christ as the Lamb of God – a title given to the Lord only in 

reference to Israel’s program. 

6. Amazing Grace 
1779 | Traditional 

Nothing in this hymn has been altered from John Newton’s 

original lyrics, but it is interesting to note that the song 

neither mentions the blood nor cross of Christ.  We sing of 

God’s Amazing Grace acknowledging that we receive that 

grace only by believing in the blood of Christ shed on the 

cross. 

7. I Know Whom I Have Believed 
1883 

It is wonderful to have a song whose entire chorus is a quote 

of Pauline scripture (in this case, 2 Timothy 1:12).  Yet in 

contrast to Paul’s statement of “knowing” whom he had 

believed, the author writes the preceding verses as “not 

knowing.” God tells us that He would not have us to be 

ignorant (Romans 11:25) and has made known His manifold 

wisdom (Ephesians 3:10). A single letter change makes a 

major doctrinal difference.  Instead of “I know not” it now 

reads “I knew not” and “but now I know.” 

 

 

 



8. My Savior, ‘Tis of Thee 
2010 | 1744 

Combined with a general doctrinal apathy, there is now a 

stronger orientation in our churches on “defending 

freedom” through flag waving and military memorials 

rather than towards our ministry in Christ.  The Bible says 

that the source of our freedom comes from deliverance in 

Christ, not from a country.  The focus of these new lyrics to 

the popular tune of “My Country ‘Tis of Thee” is on the 

“liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free” (Galatians 5:1). 

9. Dispensational Hymn of Faith 
2010 | Traditional 

Julia Ward Howe’s lyrics to this traditional American 

melody are fraught with error, spiritualizing prophetic 

reference after prophetic reference to reflect the political 

events of her time: the Civil War.  What’s more, the chorus 

repeats only two words that serve very little to teach or 

admonish.  We have reconstructed the lyrics to reflect how 

God dealt differently with man at different times through 

history, and it would be wrong to take verses out of context 

to describe current events and wars.  

10. Jesus Loves Me 
1860 | 1862 

One of the original verses to this classic children’s song 

teaches a future salvation with the words, “He will wash 

away my sin.”  But we stand in a present possession of 

salvation (Romans 5:2). New verses reflect this fact along 

with a clearer explanation of humanity’s sin problem 

(Romans 3:23), how God has reconciled that problem 

(Romans 5:8), and even makes a distinction between 

prophecy and mystery (Ephesians 2:11). 

11. I Can Conquer All 
2008 | 1896 

The title of this song used to be “I Surrender All”, but 

Romans 8:37 says that we do not surrender; rather, we are 

“more than conquerors.”  Many think that if they just 

surrender their heart’s greatest desires, God will consider 

their great sacrifice and grant them love and 

salvation.  Romans 5:8 explains it is not about our surrender, 

but His surrender at the cross.  Our modified lyrics to this 

old hymn declare the victory we now have through Christ.   

12. How Great Thou Art 
1885 | Traditional 

Carl Boberg penned many more verses than are usually 

printed with this tune.  Though we were thankful to not 

have to make any changes to those verses, we traded the 

popular second verse (which speaks solely of nature’s 

beauty) for a less common, but more edifying, third verse. 

13. Grace Greater Than Our Sin 
1911 | 1910 

Only two word changes were needed to allow us to sing this 

song with confidence.  We substituted the title of “Lord” 

where the song refers to Christ as the “Lamb” (a title only 

given to Christ in reference to Israel’s program).  There is no 

question that anyone who believes solely on the cross work 

of Christ can be saved.  The original lyric suggests a person 

“may” be saved, allowing room for doubt of a person’s 

salvation. Changing the word to “can” more accurately 

describes the surety of free salvation available today. 

14. Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
1923 

Though the chorus is a direct quotation of Lamentations 

3:23, the truth it speaks of God’s character transcends 

dispensational boundaries.  Our only adaptation was the 

omission of the second verse, which seemed to speak more 

of creation’s glory rather than the Creator. 

15. My Hope Is in the Lord 
1945 

This was a rare find that required no changes. It speaks of 

Christ’s death, resurrection, and the hope of glory we freely 

have in Him. 

16. To God Be the Glory 
1875 

This song of praise glories in our redemption and pardon of 

sin freely received through the blood of Christ.  The last 

phrase of the first verse originally mentioned God opening 

“the Life-gate that all may go in”.  This is a reference to 

Matthew 7:14 when Jesus, teaching about the kingdom 

gospel, is describing a future works-based salvation as part 

of a covenant with the nation Israel.  We replaced the 

original line with a true statement for today’s dispensation 

in the spirit of Romans 5:8.  



17. When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
1707 | 1824 

We were fortunate the words to this song did not need 

changed in order to make it doctrinally sound.  Our Apostle 

Paul reminds us that we glory in the cross (Galatians 6:14).  

Instead of preaching the cross shamefully and focusing on 

Christ’s suffering leading up to His death, we cherish the 

victory He accomplished by that event.  It is for this reason 

we omitted the original third verse as it incorrectly switches 

its tone about the cross from glory to sorrow.       

18. In the Cross of Christ I Glory 
1825 | 1849 

Another hymn whose lyrics needed no correction, this song 

reiterates the Pauline truths that we are sanctified by and 

have peace through the cross of Christ.  It also references 

Paul’s admonition to the Philippians to be content 

regardless of this life’s circumstances (Philippians 4:11-12).  

Again, we did not include the original third verse as it 

waxes poetic and lacks biblical support.    

19. Blessed Assurance 
1873 

We did not need to change any of the lyrics for this popular 

hymn.  The chorus offers praise to our Savior and claims the 

truths in the verses as our own.  In this dispensation, we can 

sing of assurance of salvation because we know we are 

sealed by the Spirit (Ephesians 1:13 & 2 Corinthians 1:22).  

The end of the first verse, “Heirs of salvation, purchase of 

God, Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood,” contains 

references to Titus 3:5-7 and Galatians 4:1-7.  We omitted the 

second verse that refers to the fulfillment of Israel’s 

prophetic program in John 1:51.    

20. Saved by the Blood 
1902 | 1903 

Not only is this one of the few hymns we have not lyrically 

altered for doctrinal reasons, but it also has all four of the 

original verses intact.  We did make some musical changes 

in the chorus so that all four voice parts could sing the 

underlying words. Perhaps the song is most unique in that 

it has an entire verse highlighting the fundamental doctrine 

of the Three-In-One (1 John 5:7).   

 

21. Wonderful Grace of Jesus 
1918 

Most of this hymn well explains the nature of God’s 

wonderful grace, but an inappropriate reference in the 

original second verse led to an additional change in order to 

keep the rhyming scheme of the lyric.  The second verse 

used to quote Hebrews 7:25, putting the singer into Israel’s 

New Covenant being “saved to the uttermost”.  We replaced 

the line with a Pauline truth: “Sealed with the Holy Ghost” 

only to discover the preceding line never matched the 

rhyming scheme.  We opted to reference Ephesians 2:9 

stating our inability to boast of our own works under the 

grace of God.  

22. Promises 
Unknown | Traditional 

Rewriting words to familiar tunes has proven to be an 

excellent method for creating spiritual songs that teach and 

admonish from a rightly-dividing perspective.  Though the 

original verses of “Peace Like A River” each state we have 

peace, love, and joy, they simply repeat that fact without 

any acknowledgement as to how or why we have them (see 

Galatians 5:22-25).  We were so glad to find that an able 

member of the Body could better use this tune which now 

serves as a vehicle to explain the difference between being a 

Jewish believer in the prophetic program and being a Saint 

saved by grace in this dispensation.   

23. It Is Well with My Soul 
1873 | 1876 

The story behind the lyrics to this well-known hymn has 

been often told, and we are thankful for the first three 

verses Mr. Spafford provided us to sing as they speak great 

truths about the peace we have through Christ.  However, 

we had to remove what is perhaps the most famous verse of 

this beloved hymn due to doctrinal misapplication.  The 

original fourth verse describes a coming day when “The 

clouds be rolled back as a scroll, The trump shall resound 

and the Lord shall descend,” which is in fact a day that will 

be coming in the future.  Unfortunately, the author 

precedes this description with a request for the Lord to 

“haste” that day, apparently mistaking it for a good day.  

But the clouds rolling back in Isaiah 34:4 do not refer to a 

good day (see Isaiah 34:5), the trumpets sounding in 

Revelation 8 & 9 are not ushering in anything pleasant, and 

the next time the Lord descends to Earth, it is in His fiery 

judgment and wrath (Isaiah 66:15-16).  It will not be well 



with anyone’s soul on that day except for those of us who 

have already been delivered from the wrath to come. 

24. This Dear Cross 
Unknown | Traditional 

These lyrics to a most familiar tune came to us without 

title, so we gave it one we felt described the theme of which 

the words spoke.  While biblical texts have been written to 

the tune of “Londonderry Air/O, Danny Boy” before, it is 

not enough to be biblical.  One has to rightly divide the 

scriptures to understand truth.  The author of these words 

has done so in a most eloquent and edifying way. 

25. He Saved Me 
2011 | 1963 

Words mean things.  We have come across great music 

whose lyrics are vague, insubstantial, or just incorrect.  The 

original chorus to this song was vague, at best, if not all 

together incorrect.  “He touched me” – what does that 

mean, exactly?  Jesus didn’t actually touch anyone in this 

dispensation, so it can not be a literal or doctrinal statement.  

We do not wish to delve into the realm of emotionalism, so 

we will not sing about Jesus being “touching” in that regard.  

Therefore, we changed that line (and thus the title) to 

something quite real and clear:  “He saved me.”  That 

definitely invokes joy that floods the soul.  The other 

change we made may give us insight as to why the author 

was vague in his original lyric.  He states, “Something 

happened,” but never is able to articulate what.  We clarified 

what exactly did happen when He saved us: “He died for 

me,” and now we know how we were made whole.      

26. Romans VI 
1928 

As excited as we were to discover a song written and titled 

after a foundational Pauline scripture, one change was still 

necessary in order to remove a reference to prophetic 

scripture.  While referring to God as our “hiding place” is 

biblical language and not altogether doctrinally incorrect 

(Colossians 3:3), we wish to be clear about what we believe in 

the songs we sing.  In order to avoid confusion with the 

Psalmist’s prayer in Psalm 32:7 (which would not be a 

prayer we would pray today), we changed “my hiding place” 

to “a Heavenly place.”  Apart from much of the song that is 

from Romans chapter six, there is a unique reference at the 

end of the first verse to 1 Corinthians 10:21 where God’s 

grace truly does provide us a place at the table of our Lord.    

27. Nothing but the Blood 
1876 

One of the first songs we found with lyrics suitable for 

singing in this dispensation, this hymn clearly describes the 

biblical stance on salvation today.  While we made no 

changes to the lyrics, we did not include the second verse 

because it implied we have to ask or plead for salvation, 

which Ephesians 2:8-9 makes clear is by faith alone, not of 

works.  

28. God’s Plan 
Unknown 

With four completely original verses, this song provides a 

dispensationally accurate description of Christ’s various 

comings to planet Earth, making the clear distinction 

between His return at the end of this dispensation (1 

Thessalonians 4:17) and His return to judge the earth and 

fulfill Israel’s prophetic program (Revelation 19:11).    

29. Jesus Paid It All 
1865 

We loved the chorus to this song but found that if we 

wanted to sing it, we would have to rework the verses.  The 

original first verse supposedly quotes the Savior, but it is 

actually a spiritualized paraphrase of Jesus’ response to the 

sleeping disciples upon His return from praying in the 

garden (Matthew 26:41).  The second verse spiritualized 

Christ’s miracles during His earthly ministry as being 

applicable to salvation today.  These two verses we deleted 

entirely.  We kept the last two verses but removed the 

Messianic references in the third and changed a couple of 

words in the fourth to reflect our present possession of 

salvation (Romans 5:2) instead of waiting for completeness 

in the future.  We included an additional verse to emphasize 

the believer’s new life in Christ  as described in 2 

Corinthians 5:14.   

30. No Other Plea 
Unknown | Traditional 

The original verses to this hymn contained a mixture of 

doctrine for Israel’s prophetic program with elements of 

today’s dispensation of grace.  One verse correctly claimed 

salvation was through His blood but then immediately 

after stated salvation was through His name – a 

characteristic of Israel’s program during and after the 

Messiah’s earthly ministry.  Another verse refers to the 



healing miracles that were associated with the kingdom 

gospel.  The completely new verses for this hymn emphasize 

Christ’s finished work on Calvary and our completeness in 

Him (Colossians 2:10). 

31. My Redeemer 
1876 | 1877 

This song required no changes or omissions.  We learn in 

Titus 2:13-14 that Christ “gave Himself for us, that He 

might redeem us.”  This hymn pays tribute to that great 

truth and also sings of the victory we have through Him 

over sin and death and hell (1 Corinthians 15:54-55). 

32. All in Christ 
Unknown | Traditional 

Another good example of how a simple children’s song can 

impart clear and appropriate doctrine often lacking in other 

songs.  Four new verses containing only two short lines are 

able to attest to Christ’s blood as the means of salvation 

(Ephesians 1:7) as well as the distinction between God’s 

prophetic program for the earth (Acts 3:21) and His mystery 

program for heavenly places (Ephesians 3:10). 

33. I Heard Them Tell 
2010 | 1872 

We chose to write brand new lyrics to this song because the 

tune is familiar to most people, not because there was 

anything particularly special about the original hymn.  

Quoting the dispensational truth from Hebrews 1:1, the song 

goes on to describe God’s earthly plan made known in time 

past (Acts 3:21), His heavenly plan kept secret until now 

(Romans 16:25), and His ultimate plan for Christ’s glory in 

ages to come (Ephesians 1:10) which was planned before 

time began.   

34. Nailed to the Cross 
1899 

The chorus of this hymn amplifies the doctrine Paul teaches 

in Colossians 2:14.  We changed the first half of the second 

verse because it implied that Christ is concerned with our 

works and even inappropriately applies Isaiah 1:25 to 

believers today.   

 

35. In the Cross 
1869 

Despite the chorus lyric coming straight from Galatians 

6:14, the original title of this hymn, “Near the Cross”, was 

taken from the first line of several original verses.  Since we 

replaced the original, highly-spiritualized lyric with verses 

directly from Galatians, we renamed the song accordingly.  

We also replaced the last line of the chorus, “rest beyond the 

river”, which is a reference to Israel entering their promised 

land across the river Jordan. 

 

36. Calvary Covers It All 
2012 | 1934 

Many hymns have a great message, but sometimes portions 

of the lyric use language that is so poetic as to be confusing, 

unclear, or even doctrinally incorrect.  Such is the case with 

this hymn.  We slightly altered portions of the first, third, 

and fourth verses to add clear, Pauline truths, such as God’s 

mystery revealed to Paul (Ephesians 3:2-4) instead of a 

“message that came to my heart”, and the gospel we preach 

(1 Corinthians 1:17) instead of finding things at the feet of 

Jesus.  We removed the original second verse since it 

preached Christ and His suffering as a message of guilt like 

Peter preached to Israel (Acts 2:36-37).  It is also worth noting 

that word “Calvary” is found only in the King James Bible 

(Luke 23:33). 

37. There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood 
1772 | Traditional 

Though the title comes from a spiritualized verse in 

prophecy (Zechariah 13:1), the intent of the lyric is to equate 

the fountain with the mystery truth of salvation through 

faith in Christ’s shed blood alone as payment for sins.  As 

with any time prophecy and mystery information is 

combined, confusion ensues.  Two of the original verses 

were omitted:  one about how the thief on the cross next to 

Jesus rejoiced to see the fountain in that day, and the other 

about how a person who is saved sins no more.  The thief on 

the cross could not have rejoiced to see the fountain that 

day because that gospel was not revealed until Paul years 

later.  While believers today have been freed from sin and 

should serve God in righteousness (Romans 6:18), the 

holiness teaching that people sin no more after salvation 

neglects the fact that we remain in our sinful flesh until the 

redemption of our bodies (Romans 7:18 & 8:23).  In addition, 



“Immanuel”, a prophetic title for Jesus, was replaced with 

“the Savior”, and “plunged beneath that flood” was replaced 

because of the undertones of water baptism. 

38. What a Day That Will Be 
1955 

Paul tells us to comfort one another with the hope we have 

of forever being with the Lord when this dispensation is 

finished (1 Thessalonians 4:17).  Though the original lyric 

included aspects of how that day will be for us, at times the 

hope for the saints in this dispensation was confused with 

the hope Israel has in their promised land on this earth.  We 

rewrote the verses and portions of the chorus to more 

accurately describe the day when the saints of this 

dispensation will meet the Lord in the air.   

39. To Make Men See the Mystery 
2012 | Traditional 

We wrote a completely new lyric to this tune, traditionally 

known as “I Have Decided To Follow Jesus”.  Following 

Jesus is something people claim to do today.  However, those 

instructions were given by Jesus during His earthly 

ministry to Israel, and He intended those Jews to literally 

follow Him into the earthly kingdom (Matthew 4:19-20).  

The new lyric emphasizes the instructions given in Paul’s 

epistles to God’s ambassadors, who are to make men see the 

fellowship of the mystery of Christ (Ephesians 3:9-10).   

40. There’s Power in the Blood 
1899 

The most notable changes in this popular hymn are in the 

chorus where the power is described as “wonder-working 

power”.  No doubt Paul’s gospel of the shed blood of Christ 

is wonderful and has the power to save sinners (Romans 1:16 

& 5:8), but that is different than the power given to Peter 

and the twelve at Pentecost to work wonders, signs, and 

miracles (Acts 2:43).  The reference to Jesus as the “Lamb” 

was changed to “Lord”, since this spiritualized language is 

actually a prophetic reference (along with the original third 

and fourth verses) to Revelation 7:14, which speaks of the 

remnant of Israel having their robes washed white in the 

blood of the Lamb.   

 

 

41. The Solid Rock 
1834 

The sentiment of the entire hymn is summarized well by 

the first line of the song.  However, several lines of the 

original verses were changed to avoid doctrinal confusion.  

The last half of the first verse claimed we “wholly lean on 

Jesus’ name”.  Belief in the name of Jesus – that He was the 

Messiah – was correct for Israel, but today we trust in His 

finished work.  The third verse started with “His oath, His 

covenant, His blood”, but oaths and covenants are not how 

God deals with the church today, but rather with grace.  

42. I Come to the Bible Alone 
2013 | 1912 

This hymn is set to the very popular tune of “In the 

Garden”.  The theme of the original song was not 

doctrinally correct for any dispensation and could not be 

redeemed with simple alterations.  However, we used the 

first line – “I come to the garden alone” – as inspiration to 

build a brand new lyric that testifies to our faith in God’s 

complete and inerrant word for our sole source of truth and 

the blessings that come from understanding it rightly 

divided.  

43. O, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
1739 (2014) | 1828 

This hymn was the setting of a poem by John Wesley that 

originally contained 19 stanzas. Of all those stanzas, only 

five were doctrinally correct as originally written. We have 

included those in verses one and six through nine. Given the 

brevity of the tune, we composed five additional verses that 

speak more clearly of how God is operating today. 

44. When the Lord Appears in Glory 
2014 | 1893 

Little was wrong with this hymn, but in our doctrinally 

confused culture some of the original words were changed 

to clarify the meanings and to be more closely aligned with 

Pauline teaching. Though the first verse remains 

unchanged, it should be noted that “time shall be no more” 

is not a reference to Revelation 21, but rather when the time 

of this dispensation has closed. The eternal state of the 

second line is not Revelation 21, but our own eternal state 

on the day of our resurrection. The original second verse 

referenced the morning being cloudless, but rather Paul 

says we will be caught up together with them in the clouds. 



The cloudless description probably comes from verses like 

Revelation 6:14 about the heavens rolling back like a scroll. 

This is the day of judgment and not the day of resurrection. 

The original also combines a roll with “chosen ones” giving 

a Calvinistic flare to the song as if we are glad we are one of 

the chosen. Rather we glory in the Lord and His appearing 

(Colossians 3:4) and that He is our life. The new third verse 

speaks of the comfort we get from the resurrection when 

faced with the death of loved ones in Christ. It is based on 

Paul’s instruction of 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.  The last verse 

in this hymn is the unchanged third verse from the 

original.   

45. How Marvelous, How Wonderful! 
2014 | 1905 

The original first line of this hymn is so well known that 

the title, “My Savior’s Love,” is often replaced by it in most 

hymnals: “I stand amazed in the presence of Jesus the 

Nazarene.”  Of course, no one living on this earth has stood 

in the presence of Jesus the Nazarene since the Apostle Paul 

(1 Corinthians 15:8), so that line was replaced to convey the 

doctrine found in Ephesians 1:18 and 1 Corinthians 2:9-16. 

The only other change was the omission of the original 

second verse which claimed the writer’s salvation took place 

in Luke 22:42-44 when the Lord prayed to the Father and 

sweat drops of blood. While it is Christ’s blood that saves 

men freely today, it was not shed in the garden, but on the 

cross, and the glory of that event was not made known until 

first revealed to the Apostle Paul in Acts 9. 

46. More Love to Thee, O Lord 
1856 | 1870 

While this version changes nothing from the original lyric, 

we recognize the third verse could be misconstrued to imply 

that God is causing grief and pain in people’s lives in order 

to send a message or do some work in those people. Though 

we do not know the author’s original intent, we believe the 

lyric can be doctrinally correct as it stands if read in the 

light of 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 while standing fast in the 

doctrine of our peace and reconciliation with God 

(Colossians 1:20, Romans 5:1, 2 Corinthians 5:18-19, 1 

Corinthians 14:33, Ephesians 2:17). 

47. We All Have Come Together 
Unknown 

One of the only songs in the hymnal whose original lyric 

correctly articulates Pauline doctrine about the mystery and 

the Body of Christ. We changed nothing in the verses. The 

chorus was modified slightly to remove generic, evangelical 

language in order to more clearly show why we all have 

come together – in Christ. 

48. He Died for All 
2014 | 1873 

The first phrases of the first and second verses were the only 

redeemable lyrics from the original text (which was helpful 

in our being able to include the word “propitiation” in a 

song without sounding awkward). Though there was 

mention of sins being forgiven through Jesus’ blood by 

grace, the lyric was not extremely clear.  The original verses 

also included sinners needing to hear and heed a literal call 

to salvation. The original chorus spiritualized Hebrews 10:10 

and took it out of the biblical context of the change in 

Israel’s testaments. We felt Romans 3:22 better suited what 

the author’s intent was, and so we reworked the lyric to 

reflect that scriptural reference.  

49. Buried with Christ 
1935 

Another rare find that needed no adaptation, this hymn 

speaks to the believer being dead to sin and the world, but 

alive unto Christ and His righteousness. Though the text is 

more poetic than many of the others in this hymnal, it 

clearly harkens from the doctrines of walking in the Spirit 

and in obedience because of what Christ has done freely for 

us and our position in Him (Romans 6:3-20, 2 Corinthians 

5:14-17, Galatians 2:19-20). 

50. Be Thou My Vision 
2017 | Traditional 

This hymn has a very old tradition. The first verse was left 

unchanged, but three new verses were created by 

inspiration of the original. Some of the original verses 

included prophetic names and types for God, and the 

victory referenced in the fourth verse of the original poem 

was at the end of life, and was won by piety.  This allusion 

too closely resembled Israel’s doctrine of needing to endure 

to the end before reaching “heaven’s joys”. The new verses 

pull inspiration from Ephesians chapters 1 and 3, and 1 

Thessalonians 2.   

 

 



51. Hid from Ages 
2016 | 1763 

1 Corinthians 2:7 says we speak the hidden wisdom of God, 

known as the mystery, and Ephesians 3:9 says from the 

beginning of the world, the mystery was hid in God. Since 

no clear biblical meaning could be derived from “Rock of 

Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in Thee,” it was too 

good an opportunity to pass up singing about something we 

do know was hid in God – the mystery! Other than the 

ambiguous language of the famous first line, the original 

verses were actually redeemable. However, having changed 

the focus of the hymn from being about salvation only to 

that of the greater dispensational context, the original 

verses seemed out of place. New verses were constructed to 

reflect how Christ would have us to think and live after our 

salvation in this dispensation of grace. 

52. Trusting in the Finished Work 
2017 | 1887 

The original chorus was taken from Deuteronomy 33:27 

where there are promises and covenants that are not for the 

church today. The original verses describe us as pilgrims on 

a path, when we are dispensationally already seated in 

heavenly places as members of His body. While it is true 

that God has everlasting arms to save, nowhere is that more 

apparent than in the dispensation of the grace of God given 

to sinners. God in Christ has finished all the work necessary 

to save us by His death and resurrection according to the 

mystery of Christ. When we trust His finished work we 

partake of the fellowship of the Body of Christ, peace with 

God, all spiritual blessings, the Holy Spirit, and the hope of 

glory! 

53. By Grace I Stand 
2017 | 1911 

This song is a reworking of “Dwelling in Beulah Land.” The 

original lyric of this hymn would have you living on a 

mountain, drinking from a fountain, and eating manna all 

while dwelling beneath the sky in “Beulah Land,” which is a 

term found in Isaiah 62:4 describing the literal land on the 

earth that God promised to the nation Israel.  Since the Body 

of Christ was promised an eternal hope in heavenly places, 

the entire chorus (and title) had to be rewritten to reflect 

our true doctrine for today. Though verses two and three 

may hearken back to the original at times, they contain 

brand new lyrics. The original first verse was not altered, 

except for the last line. 

54. Save the Cross of Christ 
2019 | 1878 

Also known as “Down at the Cross Where My Savior Died,” 

the original hymn “Glory to His Name” sings about both 

glory and the cross – both good and right things! However, 

there were nuances in the original lyric that we felt were too 

strong to ignore. Firstly, the verses of the original emphasize 

in various ways that it was “There at the cross” where 

atonement, forgiveness, and salvation occurred. Yet at the 

cross, this was not yet known to anyone. (See the notes to 

hymn #1 in this Appendix.) So in an effort to correct the 

problem but remain true to the original theme, we 

reoriented the lyrics around Galatians 6:14. Secondly, while 

we recognize that glorying at the name of Jesus is not wrong 

(Philippians 2:9-11), we also did not want to add to the 

confusion that exists surrounding the name of Jesus which 

comes from ignoring the dispensational contexts of passages 

like John 20:31 that speak of Israel’s requirement to 

recognize Jesus as their Messiah.  

55. I Need Thee Every Hour 
2019 | 1872 

This popular hymn needed just a few adjustments, several 

of which concerned Christ’s presence in us. For example, the 

original lyric of “Stay thou nearby” implies that God might 

leave you, but we know that being sealed with the Holy 

Spirit (Ephesians 1:13), this is not possible. The original line 

continued to say that “Temptations lose their pow’r” when 

Christ is near, but we know that the way to render 

temptations powerless is to put on the mind of Christ. We 

changed “voice” to “words” in the first verse to emphasize 

that it is through the Bible that God’s speaks to us, not 

through an audible voice. We also know that since God has 

blessed with unsearchable riches and all spiritual blessings 

in heavenly places, that asking God to “bless [us] now” 

would be to deny what He has already provided freely by 

grace. 

56. Praise Him! Praise Him! 
2019 | 1869 

When a hymn contains the words Hosanna, Rock, Prophet, 

Priest, King, and Shepherd, as well as quotes Isaiah 53, you 

can be assured the writer did not understand sound doctrine 

for the church today. We removed those errors, combined 

the good parts from several of the original verses, and then 

took the opportunity of having so many notes to sing to 

include some great theological words that rarely make the 

cut in hymnody, like reconciliation and resurrection. 



57. Christ Arose 
1874 

Our hope ultimately lies in the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

(1 Corinthians 15:13-14), and so we love to sing about it every 

chance we get. While this song does not directly address 

doctrine unique to this dispensation of grace, it does a great 

job of reminding us of and rejoicing in Christ’s death, 

burial, and resurrection without placing believers today 

under wrong teachings from Jesus’ earthly ministry to 

Israel. 

58. Holy, Holy, Holy 
2019 | 1826 

The first verse of this hymn remains unchanged. In 

contemplating how to address some of the ambiguous or 

confusing wording of the other verses, we saw an 

opportunity to draw a dispensational chart of sorts by 

creating a brand new second verse that teaches how Jesus 

Christ came to earth as fully God manifest in the flesh of 

mankind while maintaining His deity. We moved the 

original second verse to verse number three to show the 

honor Christ receives as through Israel in the future. We 

changed “all the saints adore Thee” to “Elders fall before 

Thee” to be clear that the subsequent line refers to the 24 

elders from Revelation 4:10, not the saints in the body of 

Christ. The new fourth first borrows the first line of the 

original second verse but the remainder is composed in such 

a way to convey the glory Christ receives as both the head 

of the body in this dispensation (with references to 

Ephesians 1:21-23 and Colossians 2:10) as well as when both 

things in heaven and earth are gathered together in one in 

Him in the dispensation of the fullness of times (Ephesians 

1:10). 

59. And Can It Be That I Should Gain 
1738 

While the bulk of this hymn remains unchanged, as it is 

printed in this hymnal, two of the verses were removed: the 

second and fourth. The original second verse spoke of the 

mystery as something unable to be understood. Ephesians 

1:9, 3:3, 6:19, and others tell us the mystery has been revealed 

and that we are to make it know to others. The original 

fourth verse seemed to be an overdramatized retelling of a 

so-called salvation experience. It is hard to know if Wesley 

was using metaphor or not, so we thought it best to leave it 

out. The only two changes made to the remaining verses 

were subtle yet profound. Firstly, we removed the reference 

to the Kenosis heresy (Christ emptying Himself of all His 

deity attributes when He put on humanity) from the now 

second verse. Instead of “emptied Himself of all but love,” 

we chose to stay true to Philippians 2:8 with “humbled 

Himself ‘neath all but love.” Secondly, the now third verse 

contained the line, “Bold I approach the eternal throne and 

claim the crown,” which is a reference to the admonition to 

Israel’s remnant in Hebrews 4:16. We decided to continue on 

with “Bow ev’ry knee before your throne, And there be 

found in Christ,” in the spirit of Philippians 2:10.  

60. Complete in Thee 
1921 

This little known yet beautiful hymn amplifies the truth 

we learn from Colossians 2:10 that we are complete in Christ. 

As such, most of the lyrics conveyed sound doctrine. The 

few minor changes made included replacing “voice” with 

“word,” and “all tribes and tongues” (there is no national 

distinction in the body of Christ – Colossians 3:11) with “all 

saints in Christ.” The original third verse contained the line, 

“Each want supplied, and no good thing to me denied.” 

There is often a difference between our wants and our 

needs, and name it and claim theology teaches that God will 

give you what you want (even if it is against what we know 

to be God’s will). God has given us everything we need 

(Philippians 4:19), so we changed “want” to “need.” We also 

felt “no good thing to me denied” could be misconstrued in 

the same manner, so in the spirit of 1 Corinthians 2:12 and 

Ephesians 1:3, we changed the line to “Freely to me, no gift 

denied.” 

 

 


